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MVEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Cathy G essel, Chair
Senat or John Coghill, Vice Chair
Senat or Nat asha von | mhof
Senat or Bert Stedman

Senat or Shel | ey Hughes

Senat or Kevin Meyer

Senator Bill W el echowski

MEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nmenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR
CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS
Board of Fisheries
Fritz Johnson - Dillingham

John Jensen - Petersburg
Reed Morisky - Fairbanks

- CONFI RVATI ONS ADVANCED
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REGQ STER

FRI TZ JOHNSQON, Appoi nt ee

DI lingham Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee
Fi sheri es.

JOHN JENSEN, Appoi nt ee

Pet er sburg, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee
Fi sheri es.
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REED MORI SKY, Appoi nt ee

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Board of
Fi sheri es.

JENNI FER EHVANN, Chair

Mat - Su Val l ey Fish and Gane Advisory Conmittee

Pal mer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported M. Morisky's re-appointnment to
t he Board of Fisheries.

JERRY MCCUNE, | obbyi st

Uni ted Fi shernen of Al aska (UFA)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Supported the confirmations of Fritz
Johnson and John Jensen to the Board of Fisheries.

GARY HOLLI ER, representing hinself

Kenai, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Supported all three nom nations: M.
Mori sky, M. Johnson, and M. Jensen.

PAUL SHADURA

Sout h K-Beach | ndependent Fi sherman's Associ ation

Kasi | of, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported all three nom nees for the Board
of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Mrisky, and Fritz Johnson.

DAN DUNAVAY, representing hinself

DI Iingham Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported Fritz Johnson's confirmation to
t he Board of Fisheries.

GAYLA HOSETH

Nushagak Advi sory Committee

DI Iingham Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Supported Fritz Johnson's appointnment to
t he Board of Fisheries.

NI CK SMEATON, representing hinself

Di|I'l'i ngham Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Supported Fritz Johnson's appointnment to
t he Board of Fisheries.

VERNER WLSON, |11, Director

Nat ur al Resour ces
Bristol Bay Native Association (BBNA)
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Di|li ngham Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke on behal f of BBNA president and CEO
Ral ph Anderson in support of Fritz Johnson to the Board of
Fi sheri es.

GARY CLI NE, Regional Fisheries Director

Bristol Bay Econom c Devel opnent Corporation

DI Iingham Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Supported Fritz Johnson's appointnment to
t he Board of Fisheries.

ROBERT HAYANO, representing hinself

DI l'i ngham Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Mrisky, and Fritz Johnson.

CURT ARMSTRONG, representing hinself

Di|I'lingham Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Mrisky, and Fritz Johnson.

OLI VER HOLM representing hinself

Kodi ak, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Supported John Jensen's re-appointnent to
t he Board of Fisheries.

SUE JEFFREY, representing herself

Kodi ak, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Fully supported all three appointees to the
Board of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Morisky, and Fritz
Johnson.

JEFF STEPHAN, | obbyi st

Uni ted Fi shernen's Marketing Association (UFMA)

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Strongly supported all three appointees to
the Board of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Morisky, and Fritz
Johnson.

VES HUMBYRD, representing hinself

Hormer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported Fritz Johnson's and John Jensen's
appointnments to the Board of Fisheries, but not Reed Mori sky.

DAVI D HI LLSTRAND, representing hinself
Hormer, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported Fritz Johnson's and John Jensen's
appointnments to the Board of Fisheries, but not Reed Mori sky.

MALCCLM M LNE, President

North Pacific Fisheries Association (NPFA)

Hormer, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported John Jensen's appointment to the
Board of Fisheries.

| AN Pl TZMAN, representing hinself

Hormer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Morisky, and Fritz Johnson,
especially M. Jensen.

ARNE THOMSON, contractor/consultant

Al aska Sal non Alliance

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Mrisky, and Fritz Johnson.

AL BARRETTE, representing hinself

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported Reed Morisky's appointnent to the
Board of Fisheries.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:30: 25 PM

CHAIR CATHY GESSEL <called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:30 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Stedman, Von |nmhof, Welechowski, Hughes,
and Chair G essel. Senator Coghill came in shortly thereafter.

Confirmati on Hearings: Board of Fisheries

3:30: 57 PM

CHAI R G ESSEL announced consideration of the appointees to the
Board of Fisheries. She said the Board of Fisheries' main role
is to conserve and develop the fishery resources of the state.
It is charged with setting seasons and bag limts and nmethods
and neans for the state's subsistence, commercial, sport, guided
sport, and personal use fisheries. It also involves setting
policies and directions for the nmanagenent of the state's
fishery resources.

3:31: 23 PM
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SENATOR MEYER j oi ned the conmitt ee.

CHAIR G ESSEL said the board is charged with naking allocative
decisions and is responsible for nanagenent based on those
decisions. It has a three-year neeting cycle that generally
occurs from Cctober through March. It uses the biological and
soci o-econom ¢ information provided by the Al aska Departnent of
Fish and Ganme (ADF&S, public comment received from people
inside and outside the state, and guidance from the Al aska
Department of Public Safety (DPS) and the Departnment of Law
(DOL) when creating regulations that are sound and enforceabl e.

CHAIR G ESSEL welcomed Fritz Johnson from Dillingham to the
commttee saying he would be a re-appointnment to the board with
his term beginning, on July 1 and go through June 30, 2020.

3:33:11 PM

FRITZ JOHNSON, Dillingham Alaska, said he is interested in
serving another term on the Board of Fisheries and is "vastly
nore qualified" now, because he already served on the board for
three years and has a good idea of the fisheries beyond his
personal experience.

MR. JOHNSON said he had fished in Bristol Bay since 1979 and
| oves the business. Alaska is uniquely blessed with the breadth
and depth of its fisheries.

SENATOR COGHI LL said he appreciated him serving on this board
and asked him to share some surprising or instructive things he
has heard that are different than the Bristol Bay fishery.

MR. JOHNSON replied that he wasn't surprised so nmuch about the
di fferences between fisheries, but just about how wi de and deep
Al aska's fisheries are. He was tutored by experienced board
menbers and the departnent during his first term and the
information provided was very professional. He expected it. He
also found the passions of the different stakeholders in the
state made him realize how hard a balance would be to achieve.
But he wasn’t surprised.

3:36: 14 PM
SENATOR HUGHES thanked him for being here today and she was
concerned about how the recent decision regarding the corridor

will inpact the Susitna drainage that contains the Yentna and
Knik rivers. Eight of the 14 stocks of concern are there and
even though progress was being nade, the board still decided to

increase fishing time for the comrercial drift fishermen. She
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t hought his vote was supposed to be for sustainability and not
al l ocation and asked himto comrent on that deci sion.

MR. JOHNSON responded that adding one day of fishing to the
drift fleet was less significant than creating those corridors
in the first place, and the year following their inplenentation
the returns into the areas she is describing seem to have
i ncreased. However, he couldn't tell her if the same kinds of
increases were observed in the tw following years. Oher
factors conme into play, he added. For instance, run strength and
timng have a lot to do wth whether these fish wll be
accessible to the drift fleet, dip netters, or sports fishernen.

The board nmade the decision that seened nost appropriate based
upon the information presented at the time. Sustainability is
the board's primary m ssion.

He said there have often been discussions of |engthening the
time between neetings and maybe it nakes sense, because nore
time is needed to see if a particular action made a difference
Fish and Mother Nature often nake their own decisions, which are
out of human control. Those stocks bear close attention. He
repeated that the board's main mission is sustainability.

SENATOR HUGHES thanked him for that explanation, but her
understanding is that escapenent goals hadn't been reached but
things were inproving and that making a change at this tinme was
concer ni ng.

3:41:09 PM
MR, JOHNSON said he couldn't respond to the particulars, but
other factors nmake managing wild stocks difficult, Ilike run

strength and timng. Price nmakes a difference, too.

3:41: 40 PM

SENATOR VON | MHOF said she wanted to know if he is the sanme
Fritz Johnson who received a violation for fishing for salnon
using a drift gillnet in the Nushigak district in June 29, 2015.

MR. JOHNSON said he is the sanme Fritz Johnson. It was an honest
m stake and enbarrassing at the tinme, but "Shame on nme if it
ever happens again." He had been fishing for quite sone tine and
he was under the sincere inpression that the fishing period
closed at 6:30 when in fact it closed at 6:00.
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CHAI R G ESSEL thanked him and asked himto stay in the room She
wel comed John Jensen saying he is the current Board of Fisheries
chair.

3:43:36 PM

JOHN JENSEN, representing hinself, Petersburg, Al aska, said he
is 66 years old and had spent nost of his life conmmercial
fishing. He is a partially retired comercial fisherman and
rents small boats to sport fishernmen, canpers, subsistence

fi shernmen, whale watchers, and hunters out of Petersburg. He
conpleted two years of college before he went back to commercia
fishing. He is trying to do the very best job he can.

3:45: 01 PM

SENATOR HUGHES thanked him for his service and his desire to
continue serving. She asked him to coment on her earlier
guestion about the decision regarding the Cook Inlet corridor.
She is concerned with the board's votes having nore to do with
allocation than sustainability. Craig Medred wote an article
saying that M. Jensen conceded the corridor appeared to be
wor ki ng, but he thought that conmercial fishernmen paid too high
a price in |lost catch.

MR. JENSEN said he probably did say that, but when they opened
that area for one 12-hour fishing period in July fishernmen told
the nmanagers they would rather have the opening in the third
week than the fourth, which generally has a | ot nore coho sal non
goi ng through, and those are designated predom nantly for sport
fishing. The reason the opening was put in that week was to
target sone of the sockeyes using ADF&G data. Cutting their tine
back year after year has seened to help conservation as well as
culvert and habitat restoration and pike eradication. The board
is very cognizant of the stocks of concern up there.

He said it was an allocative decision, one of the thoughts being
that they had paid a good chunk of the price of conservation
efforts and it was prudent to |let them fish one 12-hour period a
week next vyear. The departnent says it's a "may" and not a
"shall." So they don't have to open it wup if conservation
neasures are needed.

SENATOR HUGHES said the Mat-Su Borough WIldlife Conm ssion felt
they were "dealt quite a blow, " and asked himto consider that.

MR. JENSEN said the departnment has that in mnd. He knows the
people on the commssion up there and respects them all. This
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was not an easy decision, but he did it because he thought it
woul d be sust ai nabl e.

SENATOR STEDMAN asked himto remnd the commttee what the vote
was on the Board of Fisheries.

3:49: 08 PM
MR. JENSEN replied that he wasn't quite sure, but it was maybe
5X2.

CHAIR G ESSEL clarified that there seens to be unani nous thought
the vote was 4X3.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI said he was very disappointed in the Mt-Su
vote. For years the salnon return has plunmeted and asked himif
he thought the corridor was clearly working.

MR. JENSEN answered yes it is working, but at the expense of the
commercial fishermen. He clarified that he wants sustainable
sal non for Al askans, but sonetines they have to nmake difficult
al | ocati ve deci si ons.

SENATOR W ELECHOWNBKI asked what takes priority: the returns of
the fish or the commercial fishernen

MR. JENSEN said the fish always conme first: reproduction,
subsi stence, and then on down the line for the different user
gr oups.

3:51: 09 PM
SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if this would have an inpact on the
fish that return to the Valley

MR. JENSEN answered the departnent's information indicated that
it would have a small inpact, maybe up to 50,000 fish, but he
wasn't sure about that nunber.

3:51: 59 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI said according to ADF&G estimates that
neans 50,000 sockeye that are normally going through the
corridor are now allocated to the drift fishery. Does that sound
right?

MR. JENSEN said he didn't renenber that nunber, but it sounds
r easonabl e.

3:52:32 PM
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SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI said that several hundred thousand people
live in the Anchorage Bowl and the Mat-Su Valley and that is a
| ot of |ost opportunity for the sport fishernen and possibly the
di pnetters.

MR. JENSEN answered that may be a fair representation, but he
didn't know how the fish split up. A portion of them going up
the Kenai and Kasilof river systems will turn around and cone
back down to, also, and those systens have been over-escaping
t hensel ves for quite sonme tine.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if there was a proposal to anend the
area open to dip netting fromthe shore in the Kenai R ver.

MR. JENSEN answered that he believed there mght have been
several proposals and several to also extend the fishing period
by two weeks. But the board didn't nake any significant changes
for the dip net fishery.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI said there have been a |ot of concerns from
his constituents about the lack of fish that have been avail able
for dip netters and for sport fishernmen in the Kenai and Kasil of
area. He asked if the board under his |eadership took any action
to increase the fish available for dip netters or sport
fishermen in the Kenai or Kasilof rivers.

MR. JENSEN answered not at this neeting, but they have in the
past taken those actions by creating w ndows and cl osed periods
for the commercial fishermen who have a prescriptive 36-hour
cl osed period on Thursday through Friday to get fish into the
river for the weekend, as well as a prescriptive closure on
Tuesday.

3:55:15 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI commrented that M. Jensen didn't take any
action to increase the fish available for sport fishermen and
dip netters despite the many conplaints, and asked if he took
any actions to increase the nunber of fish that were avail able
for commercial fishernen or set netters in the Kenai/Cook Inlet
regi on.

MR. JENSEN replied that the board took off a "1-percent rule" on
the set netters, because they have been hardest hit and the
sockeyes have been running a little later in the |ast couple of
years, but that seened |like an anomaly. They tried to give the
set netters a little nore opportunity, but whether they get the
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time or not depends on how the late run of Kenai R ver King
sal non cones in.

CHAI R G ESSEL asked himto clarify what the "1-percent rule" is.

MR. JENSEN answered that it's hard to explain, but if the
commercial fisheries' catch in the last two weeks of July is
less than 1 percent of the total run they don't get any extra
opportunity. The reason they took that off the table was because
in his mnd it was an unfair advantage to the Kenai and Kasil of
rivers fishernen. Setnetters were severely restricted by that
rule, because a lot of them leave to go to their other jobs.
Cook Inlet is not one of the biggest comercial fishing areas
and has an over-prescription of permts. Mst people have other
jobs in order to support their fishing habit.

SENATOR W ELECHOWNSKI asked if the 1 percent rule has been in
pl ace for 40 years.

MR, JENSEN answered he could didn't know.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if getting rid of the 1 percent rule
woul d increase the nunber of fish available for sport fishernmen
or decrease them

MR. JENSEN said the biggest concern the board had during that
time was the increase in catch of commrercial silver salnon. They
al so considered that the comrercial folks with the 1 percent
rul e caught around 3 percent of the silvers going into the Kenai
Ri ver.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI surmnised that the 1 percent rule nmakes nore
silvers available for the comercial fishernen.

MR. JENSEN answered that is quite possible for silver salnon,
but their past catches haven't been that great.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI said by contrast that neans |ess silvers of
the already few that get through for sport fishernen.

MR. JENSEN answered that was a possibility.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSEKI asked him to explain what "paired
restrictions” are and if those had been changed on the Kenai
Ri ver.

4:00:10 PM
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MR. JENSEN answered that there is no set net fishing during the
early runs, so paired restrictions have a lot to do with the
|ate run king salnmon on the Kenai River. A paired restriction is
if the runs are so low that the sport fishernmen or the guided
sport fishernmen are fishing non-retention and no bait, then the
set netters on the outside get reduced tinme or no tinme at all
They are given 12 hours a week unless there is a serious
shortage of King salnon, and then they |lose that tine. They have
sat on the beach for up to 12 openi ngs.

SENATOR W ELECHOAMSKI  surmised that the board weakened the
commercial fish conponent of the paired restrictions in the
Kenai River.

MR. JENSEN answered he didn't think the board did.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI said the board renobved any King salnon
conservation neasures in August for the comrercial set net
fishery.

MR. JENSEN responded that actually by the tine it mtters in
late July or early August the mpjority of late run King sal non
in the Kenai River are past. Sone are |eft, but not many.

4:02: 05 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if the King salnon conservation
nmeasures the board made for the commercial set net fishery
i ncreased or decreased the nunber of King salnon that got into
t he Kasil of River.

MR. JENSEN replied that according to the ADF&G it didn't nake
any significant change.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if the board increased or decreased
the area that was available for dipnetting in the Kenai River.

MR JENSEN replied that they gave sone extra areas to
di pnetters.

4:03: 05 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI said as he understands it, they changed the
di pnetting areas in the Kenai R ver from the upstream to the
downstream side of the Warren Ames Bridge to align at the nouth
of the Kenai River from No Nanme Creek on the north shore to an
ADF&G regul atory marker on the south shore.
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MR. JENSEN responded that he believed that was accurate. That
was a conbination of a departnent proposal and an individual
proposal. He added that it is a nore convenient area for people
to fish, at the same tine recognizing the habitat damge
happeni ng around the Warren Ames Bridge area.

4:03:59 PM
SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI asked where the dipnet area was added.

MR. JENSEN said he couldn't say off the top of his head. There
were over 160 proposals.

SENATOR W ELECHONSKI said he wanted to get that information,
because his understanding is that no nore dipnetting area was
added. He asked if the closing of that area is likely to further
crowmd dip netters into the area down by the nouth.

MR. JENSEN said he would have to refer to his notes for that
i nf or mati on.

4:05: 03 PM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if he is concerned about escapenent
of King salnmon in the Kasilof River and if he thinks action
needs to be taken to have sonar put in place to count returning
Ki ng sal non there.

MR. JENSEN replied that sonar is a very valuable tool that he
encourages the departnent to use. He added that they changed an
early run regulation the departnent had into something quite a
bit different on a 7X1 vote to let nore large fish on the early
run King salnon go up the Kenai River. He thought that was one
of the best things they did at the whol e neeting.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if the closing of that area for dip
netting was done for habitat reasons, and if sonme fish plants
are in the area that are inpacting it.

MR. JENSEN replied that he believes there is one fish plant up
that way, but he wasn't sure it was functioning. He knows that a
couple of plants went out of business and that could have been
one of them

SENATOR W ELECHOMNSKI asked what habitat concerns ADF&G had in
the Warren Ames Bridge area.

MR. JENSEN answered mainly foot traffic from fishernen and duck
hunters | eading to sloughing on the bank.
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CHAIR G ESSEL, finding no further questions, thanked M. Jensen
and asked himto stay on |ine.

CHAIR G ESSEL wel comed M. Reed Mrisky. He was first appointed
to the board in 2013.

4:08: 41 PM

REED MORI SKY, Fairbanks Al aska, said he had been on the board
for alnbst four years. He recently retired from the University
of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF) as a project manager. He has been a
sport fishing guide since 1984.

As a Board of Fisheries nenber, he has brought an attitude of
respect and fairness to the process, he said. Alaska is unique
in how the Boards of Fisheries and Gane are configured and he is
honored to be able to assist residents in having access to a
regul atory and allocative process. He enjoys neeting all the
st akehol ders and hearing their concerns. At his core he believes
they can disagree wthout being disagreeable. He has a proven
track record for taking a reasonable and rational approach to
hi s deci si on- maki ng.

4:10: 15 PM

CHAIR G ESSEL said the top half of the Kenai Peninsula used to
be her district and she heard from those folks that the board
hadn't had a neeting there in quite sone tinme. Has the board
been neeting there?

MR. MORI SKY answered that the board votes on |ocations, and the
last time the vote cane up it was very contentious, and
Anchorage was selected. It was contentious after that and the
vote was to keep it in Anchorage. He added that folks in WMat-
Su/Wasi | | a/ Pal mer are stakehol ders, too. Anchorage is a neutral
| ocation, because it is central. Frankly, a lot of the Anchorage
audience is from the Kenai, but they also get folks from the
Mat - Su. The board had a work session in Soldotna |ast Cctober in
which it took public testinony, he added.

4:12:51 PM

SENATOR COGHI LL thanked him for his willingness to serve on the
board. For himthe Interior waterways is a forgotten world where
some of the fish end up but not in the sane volunes as Bristol
Bay or the Kenai area. He asked what M. Mrisky could bring
that may be valuable to those Interior waterways.
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MR. MORI SKY answered that he has a fam |y menber who has been in
and out of the conmmercial fishing industry for over three
decades, but he has been in the Interior for over 35 years. He
understands the up-river perspective and it is inmportant to him

because they are 600-700 mles from salt water and by the tine
the fish get up there everybody else has gotten to them from
trawlers to seals

4:14:59 PM

CHAI R G ESSEL opened public comment.

4:16: 34 PM

JENNI FER EHVANN, Chair, Mat-Su Valley Fish and Gane Advisory
Commttee (AC), Palnmer, Alaska, said the conmttee voted

unani nously to support M. Morisky's re-appointnent to the Board
of Fisheries. She recognized all the dedication and hard work
the Board of Fisheries nmenbers give to this critical process and
thanked them for their service. The AC has not had the
opportunity to discuss other re-appointnments, but plan to do so
i n up-com ng neetings.

4:17: 39 PM

JERRY MCCUNE, United Fishernmen of Al aska (UFA), Juneau, Al aska
supported the confirmations of Fritz Johnson and John Jensen to
the Board of Fisheries. He had known M. Jensen for a long tine
and he is the npbst senior nmenber on the board. He always seens

to be fair and open and listens well. M. Johnson has already
been on the board that has a big learning curve. So he has a
good start. It takes probably six years to go around the state

and get experience in all the different areas. They both have a
| ot of experience across the state.

4:19: 20 PM

GARY HOLLI ER, representing hinself, Kenai, Al aska, said he is an
East Side set netter, and supported all three nom nations: M.
Morisky, M. Johnson, and M. Jensen. He doesn't agree on a
whole lot of issues with M. Morisky, but he makes hinself
avai l able and that is appreciated. He dealt with M. Johnson at
the February 14th neeting and found that he has the ability to
anal yze the data and articulate his votes up or down. He would
al so make a good nenber especially after already serving three
years.

MR. HOLLIER said the nobst inportant appointnent is M. Jensen
Among his other abilities, as chairman, he has frequently
denonstrated the ability to control a board neeting that is very
contenti ous.
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4:21:40 PM

PAUL SHADURA, representi ng, Sout h K- Beach | ndependent
Fi sherman's Association, Kasilof, Al aska, supported all three
nom nees for the Board of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Mori sky,
and Fritz Johnson. Even though the association didn't have all
their concerns addressed in the recent Cook Inlet neeting, they
felt the issues that were addressed were discussed in an open,
clear, and transparent process. The board offered considerable
time for the public to testify and allowed additional comrents
to clarify issues within the commttee as a whole. The AC
representatives were given additional time to express their
voice for their respective comunities. The board thoroughly
di scussed and debated several nanagenent plans. Decisions were
carefully crafted to balance and adjust critical rmanagenent
plans with the goal of high sustained yield. The board is tasked
with conserving and developing strong healthy productive runs
and ensuring a reasonable access to all residents of Al aska.

4:23:14 PM

DAN DUNAVAY, representing hinmself, Dillingham Al aska, supported
Fritz Johnson's confirmation to the Board of Fisheries. M.
Dunaway said he is a lifelong Al askan and a 28-year resident of
Dillingham he sits on the Nushigak Advisory Committee and the

Bristol Bay Federal Subsistence Rural Council. He spent tine
with M. Johnson on his boat during his work with university and
found him very thoughtful. He is well-respected by the

comunity. He is fair and ethical, and is capable of bal anced
deci sions. He doesn't have a preference for any user group; he
is respectful of and appreciates all of them

4:24: 35 PM

GAYLA HOSETH, Nushagak Advisory Committee (AC), Dillingham
Al aska, supported Fritz Johnson's appointment to the Board of
Fi sheries. She explained that representatives for the Nushagak
AC were selected fromthe residents of the many villages in its
area that are the nobst respected for their know edge and | oca
uses of the fish and wldlife resources. At the March 10th
meeting they voted unaninously to support Fritz Johnson. He is a
long-tine resident of Dillingham and is well known and highly
respected for his work throughout the Bristol Bay region as a
comercial fisherman, fornmer journalist, nmedia director at the
Bri st ol Bay Native Association, fornmer regional fisheries
director for the Bristol Bay Econom c Devel opnment Corporation
and current director of Al aska Seafood Marketing Institute.
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During the Nushagak AC neeting several nenbers spoke of M.
Johnson's extensive experience in the Bristol Bay comrercial
fishery and his w despread respect anong the regional fishernen.
Wth his previous board experience, M. Johnson already
under stands the nuances of many fisheries which can help himto
fully address highly conplex fishery issues.

4:26: 36 PM

Nl CK  SMEATON, representing hi msel f, D |'1'i ngham Al aska,
supported Fritz Johnson's appointnent to the Board of Fisheries.
M. Sneaton said he was a lifelong fisherman in Bristol Bay as
had many generations before him and had known Fritz for many
years and had fished beside him He is very considerate of
everyone out there in the fisheries. He has a lot of different
i deas, but he listens to everybody first.

MR. SMEATON said he also had a fishing violation nmany years ago,
but he never had anot her one.

4:27:52 PM

VERNER WLSON, 111, Director, Natural Resources, Bristol Bay
Native Association (BBNA), Dillingham Al aska, said he was
speaki ng on behal f of the president and CEO, Ral ph Anderson, in
support of Fritz Johnson to the Board of Fisheries. H's
appointment will be in keeping with BBNA's resolution 2016-03,
entitled "A Resolution in Support of Keeping a Bristol Bay
Region Seat on the Alaska Board of Fisheries” passed by the
full board of directors last year. Anong other things, it states
that the nenbership of BBNA is of 31 federally recognized triba
governnents in the region, the watershed of the Bristol Bay
Regi on that supports the world's nost prolific wild sal non runs.
It says:

Qur commercial fisheries in Bristol Bay typically
supply alnost half of the world' s wild sockeye sal non

Bristol Bay's fishery alone represented nearly one-
third of the total Alaska salnobn harvest value. It
supported 12,000 fishing jobs inportant to Al askans
around the state. And since 1975, recognizing the
i mportance of Bristol Bay's fisheries to the state,
Al aska's |leaders have traditionally designated at
| east one of seven seats on the Board of Fisheries as
a nenber connected with the Bristol Bay Region. BBNA
recogni zes the inportance of the Alaska Board of
Fisheries to the regulation and well-being of our
region's fisheries.
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MR. WLSON said the board passed this resolution in 2016, but no
one from Bristol Bay was appointed, which lead to the passing of
this resol ution.

4:30: 08 PM

GARY CLINE, Regional Fisheries Drector, Bristol Bay Economc
Devel opnent  Corporati on, Dl lingham Al aska, supported M.
Johnson's appointnment to the Board of Fisheries. M. Cdine said
he grew up as a commercial fisherman, sport fisherman, and
subsi stence fisher. He would |ove the salnon fisheries to remain
a cornerstone of his livelihood as well as the residents of
Bristol Bay. It's crucial to have a local Bristol Bay fishernman
seated on the board who has experience and know edge of all five
commercial wthin the Bristol Bay region

MR. CLINE said he was privileged to attend the last Bristol Bay
fin fish neeting and the Al aska Peninsula Fin Fish Meeting and
he admired M. Johnson's due diligence to engage with all the
ot her user groups to absorb all their know edge so he can nake
fair, unbiased, and conci se deci sions.

4:32: 01 PM

ROBERT  HAYANO representing hinself, Di|'1'i ngham Al aska,
supported all three appointees: John Jensen, Reed Morisky, and
Fritz Johnson. From attending past neetings he found all three
gentlemen to be very accessible to the public, which is a key
elenment in this successful process. He felt they did their due
diligence in reviewing all the information before and during the
neeti ng and nade informed decisions even though he didn't always
agree with them It is very inportant to keep experienced people
on the board, because Alaska's fisheries are a very conplex
resour ce.

4:33:31 PM

CURT  ARMSTRONG representing hinself, D |'1'i ngham Al aska,
supported all three appointees to the Board of Fisheries: John
Jensen, Reed Morisky, and Fritz Johnson. He has attended a few
board neetings and found them all to be receptive to listening
to all sides of a contentious issue and com ng up wth workable
sol uti ons.

4:35: 02 PM

OLI VER HOLM representing hinself, Kodiak, Alaska, supported
John Jensen's reappointnent to the Board of Fisheries. M. Holm
who had been on the Kodiak AC for 27 years and had other
fisheries experience, found M. Jensen very know edgeabl e about
the board' s policies; he is very approachable and an excellent
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chai rman. The board needs sonmeone with a broad experience in the
state's fisheries beyond salnmon and fresh water fisheries.

4:36:13 PM

SUE JEFFREY, representing herself, Kodi ak, Al aska, fully
supported all three appointees to the Board of Fisheries: John
Jensen, Reed Morisky, and Fritz Johnson. She said she is
currently on the Board of Fisheries and has served with all
three appointees and that Al aska's fisheries are broad reaching
and conplex. M. Jensen's long service on the board and his
institutional menory is especially valuable to the state during
challenging times. She knows all three would take conservation

into consideration first and forenost. Al three care very
sincerely about the health of the resource and understand its
inmportance to all the users. They wll ensure a thorough and

transpar ent process.

4:38: 37 PM

JEFF STEPHAN, United Fishernen's Marketing Association (UFM),
Kodi ak, Al aska, strongly supported all three appointees to the
Board of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Mrisky, and Fritz
Johnson. M. Stephan said he attended his first Board of
Fisheries nmeeting in Novenber 1978 and has interacted with and
observed the board and its nenbers since then on a broad variety
of issues and challenges. He found the current board with the
addition of Fritz Johnson has sonme of the best balanced,
i nformed, and dedi cated menbers he has seen. The State of Al aska
shoul d be proud of the way the Board of Fisheries has conducted
t hensel ves. They don't always agree, but that is want is needed
in a body like that. They cone with different perspectives, but
al ways work very diligently towards principals of sustainability
and good nmanagenent. They are all intelligent individuals and
clearly dedicated to environnmentally sound managenent principals
of sustainability.

4:41:50 PM

VES HUMBYRD, representing hinmself, Honer, Alaska, supported
Fritz Johnson's and John Jensen's appointnments to the Board of
Fi sheries, but not Reed Mrisky. M. Hunmbyrd is a conmercial
drifter and doesn't want M. Morisky on the board, because he
never agrees wth anything that happens in Cook Inlet. M.
Johnson and M. Jensen are both approachable, and even though
they don't always agree, their differences are based on science.
The fisheries should be nmanaged on escapenent goals and
sust ai ned vyi el d.
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MR. HUMBYRD said the Cook Inlet has a problem and it's in the
Mat-Su Valley where 135 |akes are infested with pike. So the
sockeye salnon are being allocated into the Mat-Su Valley for
t he non-resident sport fishermen but the pi ke eat them

4:43: 30 PM

DAVI D HI LLSTRAND, representing hinself, Homer, Al aska, supported
Fritz Johnson's and John Jensen's appointnments to the Board of
Fi sheri es, but not Reed Mor i sky. The definition of
"conservation” is the wi se use of our resources wthout wasting
them he said and suggested having a standard and criteria for
any board nenber that is non nated.

He explained that the allocation of Cook Inlet fish to the
personal use and the sport fishers has led to waste of many
fish. He said 2-7 mllion chum sal non are not being caught, 2-10
mllion pink salnmon are not getting caught, and for five out of
six years, 500,000-plus sockeye have not been caught; that is
waste in his eyes.

4:45: 36 PM

MALCOLM M LNE, President, North Pacific Fisheries Association
(NPFA), Homer, Al aska, supported John Jensen's appointnent to
the Board of Fisheries. He explained that NPFA nenbers are a
mul ti-gear, nulti-species comercial fishing organization based
in Honer. It represents over 50 famly fishing operations and
the menbers participate in nmany fisheries throughout the state
from Southeast to the Bering Sea. NPFA has participated in the
board process since in 1955. Menbers respect M. Jensen and know
himto be a considerate and inforned board nmenber. He has served
since 2003 and his institutional know edge and historical
perspective are quite valuable. Al though the association has not
al ways agreed with M. Jensen's decisions, he has always been
respectful and listened to all sides of an issue.

4:47: 27 PM

| AN PI TZMAN, representing hinmself, Homer, Alaska, supported all
three appointees to the Board of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed
Mori sky, and Fritz Johnson, especially M. Jensen. M. Pitzman
said he is drifter in Cook Inlet and is involved in the cod
fishery in the @ilf of Alaska and the Bering Sea. He also
operates a crab boat in the Bering Sea. However, he had focused
his comments on John Jensen saying that he has seen M. Jensen
in many different neetings and believes his best asset is his
broad understanding of the varied fisheries in areas around the
state, both sport fisheries and comercial fisheries. Wile he
doesn't always agree with M. Jensen's positions, hi s
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di scussions, and his reasoning using the best avail able science
i n explaining how he votes, makes himeasy to understand.

He said M. Jensen is a great advocate for the state and the
fisheries resources and a fair judge of allocation. He asked
them to renmenber that the commercial fishery in Alaska is a
multi-billion dollar business and it needs regulators that
understand the business. He closed by asking the commttee to
forward all three nanes.

4:49:10 PM

ARNE THOVBON, contractor/consultant, Alaska Salnmn Alliance,
Anchorage, Al aska, supported all three appointees to the Board
of Fisheries: John Jensen, Reed Mrisky, and Fritz Johnson. He
has personally and professionally known M. Jensen for over 25
years and he is a man with diversified fisheries experience who
has a refreshing spirit of respect and col | aborati on.

MR. THOVBON said he respects the know edge and bal ance of
interests that M. Morisky brings to the board.

Finally, they appreciate the fact that Fritz Johnson from

Di | 1'i ngham has agreed to cone back and serve on the board. He is
a man of integrity with extensive fisheries experience and is
al r eady est abl i shed hi s col | aborati ve, cooperative, and

respectful nature.

4:51: 00 PM

AL BARRETTE, representing hinmself, Fairbanks, Al aska, supported
Reed Morisky's appointnent to the Board of Fisheries. Before he
was even a board nenber, M. Mrisky would attend the AC
nmeetings in Fairbanks. Since he has been a board nenber, he
alnmost religiously attends the AC neetings. He listens and is
able to answer questions with good detail on why the board took
certain actions. It is excellent to have an end-user on the
boar d.

CHAIR GESSEL, finding no further coments, closed public
testinony. She stated the foll ow ng:

In accordance wth AS 39.05. 080, the Resources
Committee reviewed the followng and recommends the
appointnments be forwarded to a joint session for
consideration: Board of Fisheries: Fritz Johnson from
Dl lingham John Jensen from Petersburg, and Reed
Mori sky from Fair banks.
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This does not reflect an intent by any of the nenbers
to vote for or against the confirmation of the
i ndi vi dual s during any further sessions.

4:53: 25 PM

CHAIR G ESSEL adjourned the Senate Resources Committee neeting
at 4:53 p. m
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