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11:49: 09 AM

CHAI R STEVENS opened the Legislative Council neeting by
t hanki ng many of the people who nade the last two years so
successful. He particularly thanked Pam Varni, Executive
Director, who has done a trenendous job; Doug Gardner,
Legal Services Director, who has been great to work wth
t hrough many contractual issues; his Chief of Staff Katrina
Mat heny; and all the staff at the Legislative Affairs
Agency.

CHAIR GARY STEVENS called the Legislative Council neeting
to order at 11:50 a.m in Room 519 (House Finance) of the
State Capitol. Present at the call were Representatives
d aman, Edgnon, Qut t enber g, Mllett, Otiz, St ut es,
Drunmond (alternate), Eastman (alternate), Kito; Senators
Kel Iy, MacKi nnon, Meyer, M cciche, Stevens, Stednman. Absent
were Senators Hof fman and G essel (alternate).

COVM TTEE ORGANI ZATI ON
a. Election of the Chair
b. Election of the Vice Chair

a. Election of the Chair

11:51: 01 AM
Speaker Edgnmon nominated Representative Sam Kito as the
Chair of Legislative Council, and asked for wunaninous

consent and that the nom nati ons be cl osed.

There were no objections and with congratul ations from the
outgoi ng Chair, Representative Kito was passed the gavel.

CHAIR KITO noted the renoval of the West Benson LIO item
from the agenda and explained that there were still sone
issues that needed to be resolved regarding building
renovations. He said they would be putting together a
working group to discuss the issue as session progresses;
right now we are still able to occupy and utilize the
facility while we consider what renovations are necessary
for the future. He then asked for a notion to elect the
Vice Chair.

b. Election of the Vice Chair

11:52: 43 AM
SENATOR GARY STEVENS nom nated Senator Bert Stednan as the
Vice Chair of Legislative Council, and asked for unani nous

consent and that the nonmi nati ons be cl osed.

There were no objections.
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SENATOR PETE KELLY noted that with the renoval of the West
Benson LIO item which was a significant action item he
would be leaving the neeting to attend to another
comm t ment .

COW TTEE PCLI Cl ES

a. Quorum on Voting Requirenents
b. Alternate Menbers

c. Sanctioning Charitable Events
d. Subconmittee Assignnents

a. Quorum on Voting Requirenents

CHAIR KITO outlined the voting requirenents for this
commttee. He said there needs to be eight nenbers for a
guorum and at |east one nenber from both bodies. It
requires eight nmenbers to approve a notion. The policy for
any notion nade w thout objection is that a roll call vote
will not be required.

b. Alternate Menbers

Chair Kito noted that there are alternate nenbers for this
conmttee and they are welcone to participate and attend
any of the Legislative Council neetings but wll not be
eligible to vote unless the appropriate body’'s nunber of
menbers are not present.

There was no objection to maintaining the alternate nenber
policy.

c. Sanctioning Charitable Events

Chair Kito said that per AS 24.60.080(a)(2)(B), Legislative
Council sanctions charitable events that have a 501(c)(3)
tax free status. This has been the policy since 2003. The
commttee grants the Chair the ability to sanction events
so there are opportunities if an event is happening before
the next Legislative Council neeting; the commttee wll
then ratify the sanctioning at the next avail able neeting.

There was no objection to maintaining the charitable events
pol i cy.

d. Subconm ttee Assignments

Chair Kito said he would like to establish subcomittees on
various issues to ensure efficiently addressing |egislative
business and as nmuch participation on those issues as
possi bl e. He proposed the follow ng subcommttees, which is
not an exclusive list: Information Technol ogy, Security,
Moving & Travel, Per Diem and Wst Benson LIO Space
Utilization. He asked that nenbers who are interested in
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serving on any of these subcommttees contact the Chair’s
office. The goal is to have at |east one nenber from each
body on each commttee.

OTHER COWM TTEE BUSI NESS

a. West Benson LI O (renpbved from agenda)
b. Manual of Legislative Drafting 2017
c. 2017 Revisor’s Bill

d. Sanctioning of a Charitable Event

b. Manual of Legislative Drafting 2017

JERRY LUCKHAUPT, Revisor of Statues for the Al aska State
Legi slature, said that the Manual of Legislative Drafting
is required under Rule 10 of the Alaska State Legislature;
and the purpose is to provide for sone wuniformty and
continuity and to reduce anmbiguity in the statutes so that
we don't end up with a situation where the courts are
constantly interpreting what we say. If we say one thing in
one place then we should be saying it the sane way in
anot her place. To that end, the new manual was presented to
Council along with a neno identifying the changes. There
were the normal clerical changes that occur going fromthe
29th Legislature to the 30th Legislature. He said one of
the big changes was the addition of the section to provide
a little nore notice to both Legislators and staff of the
things that Legal Services needs in order to effectively
carry out their w shes, which is called “Consideration for
Drafting of Bills.” He said this mnual allows Legal
Services to ensure a Legislator’s wishes are carried out
consi stently and effectively.

There was no di scussion for this item
12: 01: 00 PM

VI CE CHAI R STEDVAN noved that Legislative Council adopt the
2017 Drafting Manual .

The notion passed w thout objection.

c. 2017 Revisor’'s Bill

LI SA KI RSCH, Assistant Revisor, joined M. Luckhaupt at the
testifier’'s table to speak to this item She said the
Revisor’s Bill is designed to correct any deficiencies or
conflicts, or get rid of obsolete provisions, which
generally inproved the substance and form of the Al aska
statutes. She said this is done under Title 1, which gives
the Revisors the ability to nmake certain types of changes.
Cenerally, they avoid any substantive changes and stay
clearly within their statutory authority. M. Kirsch gave
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some exanples of the types of changes nade in this version
of the Revisor’'s Bill, and each nmenber had a sectional in
t heir packet that provided the details.

SENATOR MACKINNON nmoved a  conceptual amendnent for
di scussion, specifically page 6, line 31 through page 7,
line 1, to delete “deliver the report to the senate
secretary and the chief clerk of t he house of
representatives and’. She asked M. Luckhaupt and Ms.
Kirsch to speak to this conceptual anmendnent.

MR LUCKHAUPT said that they have been trying to insert
| anguage like that into the statutes to assist the chief
clerk and the senate secretary in dealing with the nunerous
reports that the Legislature requires Executive Branch
agencies submt to the Legislature. The clerk and the
secretary have had problens over the years wth sone
agencies <calling their office to say the report is
avail able, while other agencies send physical reports,
others send electronic reports, and sone inundate the clerk
or the secretary with 60 copies. In 1995 the Legislature
enacted a law that, in 127 places in statute, changed the
requirenents for reports. It renoved requirements for each
menber to receive a physical report and added this |anguage
about how the agency conpletes the report and notifies the
Legislature that the report is available. He said that
| anguage becane problematic over the years and created an
additional workload on the clerk and the secretary, who
were often having to do sonme of the work the Executive
Branch agencies should have been doing and organizing. He
said in this case, it is probably best to renobve this
| anguage from the Revisor’'s Bill and address this
separately in another bill.

M. Luckhaupt said that Senator MacKi nnon had asked Lega
Services to prepare legislation that mght create a conmon
provision for reports to the Legislature; sonething that
m ght be inserted in Title 24 that provides that when the
Legislature requires an agency to submt a report to the
Legislature that it be done in a certain way. It wll
either be submitted in electronic format to the senate
secretary or chief clerk and notice shall be provided to
the individual nenbers of the Legislature by electronic
nmeans or whatever Senator MacKi nnon desires. Then, in these
i ndi vidual sections where the Legislature orders an annua
report, we can say that the agency shall submt the report
as provided under 24.10.220. It will be a sinpler process,
everyone will know the way to do it, and it mght finally
solve the problem of these reports or at |east provide
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simplicity and certainty to the clerk and the secretary. He
recoomended the Revisor’s Bill go forward wthout the
clause that’'s part of that anmendnent.

SENATOR MACKI NNON said she wanted M. Luckhaupt and his
team to have an opportunity to talk about sonme of the
chal l enges faced. The Legislature has been noving toward
electronic submttal of reports so that we don’t have sone
of the expenses. Being able to centralize or unify where
reports are distributed would be helpful for the entire
team She said she would be happy to introduce a commttee
bill or personal |egislation on behalf of all the menbers,
and asked that nenbers who support this amendnent to al so
support and commit to trying to bring this forward w thout
adding other things to the bill. She said Legislative
Council’s support would be helpful to shepherd along this
nove to electronic submttal and certainty on where reports
will wnd up.

The conceptual anendnent was adopted wi thout objection.

12: 10: 26 PM

VICE CHAIR STEDVMAN noved that Legislative Council approve
the 2017 Revisor’s bill version 30-LS0010\J as anended and
forward it to the House Rules Committee for introduction by
request.

The anmended notion was approved w t hout objection.
d. Ratification of a Charitable Event - American Red Cross

12:11:35 PM

VICE CHAIR STEDVMAN noved that Legislative Council ratify
the Chair’s sanctioning of the following charitable events
per AS 24.60.080(a)(2)(B): 100 Years of Flirting Wth
Di saster Cel ebration.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWNED between Representative CQuttenberg and
Executive Director Pam Varni about the need for sanctioning
a charitable event.

The notion was approved w t hout objection.

There being no further business before the comittee,
Legi sl ative Council adjourned at 12:13 p.m

12:13:10 PM

Legi sl ative Council Meeting Page 6 of 6
January 20, 2017
Approved March 28, 2017



