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Juneau, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented the sectional on SB 124 on behal f
of the sponsor.

RACHEL GEARHART, representing self
Juneau, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

ALYSON CURREY, Legislative Liaison

Pl anned Par ent hood Votes Northwest and Hawai i
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

SONJA BARNARD- GRAVEL, representing self
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

LI Z RANGEL, representing self
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

BRENAE BAKER, representing self
Fai r banks, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

ALYSSA QUI NTYNE, representing self
Fai r banks, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

KASEY CASORF, representing self
Fai r banks, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

ROSE O HARA- JOLLEY, representing self
Fai r banks, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

HANNAH HI LL, representing self
Fai r banks, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

Cl NDY ROEDI GER, representing self
Pal mer, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: QOpposed SB 124.

PATRI CK MARTI N, Al aska Right to Life
Wasi |l a, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

RI CK SMALL, representing self
Pal mer, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

CHARI TY CARMODY, Founder/ Presi dent
Beacon Hil

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 124.

MELI SSA GOLDSTEI N, Legal Fell ow
ACLU of Al aska

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

TOM LAKCSH, representing self
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

W LLI AM DEATON, representing self
Cordova, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 124.

ZHENI A PETERSON, representing self
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

BESSI ODOM representing self
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

ROBIN SM TH, representing self
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

KAREN PERRY, representing self

Chugi ak, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 124.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:30: 40 PM
CHAIR DAVID WLSON called the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Committee neeting to order at 1:30 p.m Present at the
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call to order were Senators G essel, Mcciche, Senator von | nmhof
Begich, and Chair WIlson. [SB 122, version 30-LS0047\J, was
before the commttee. Contains discussion of SB 72.]

1: 31: 06 PM
SB 124- ABORTI ON PROCEDURES; CHI LD SURRENDER

CHAI R W LSON announced t he considerati on of SB 124.

SENATOR CATHY G ESSEL, Bill Sponsor, Alaska State Legislature,
said SB 124 offers nothers who are faced with a crisis pregnancy
anot her option. If a baby has reached an age of viability or has
the opportunity for viability, the bill calls for the physician
perform ng the abortion to give the baby the best opportunity to
survive.

SENATOR G ESSEL said the child born alive as a result of an
abortion shall receive the sanme degree of professional skill
care, and diligence [to preserve the |ife and health of the
child as a child born in the course of natural birth at the sane
fetal age]. This is the opposite of a Do Not Resuscitate order.

SENATOR G ESSEL said a child born alive as a result of an
abortion may be surrendered to a physician or an enpl oyee of the
hospital or facility where the abortion is performed and will be
regarded as a Child in Need of A d. This assunes that the parent
is unwilling or unable to care for the child, although that my
not be the case.

1: 33: 12 PM
SENATOR G ESSEL said SB 124 has an effective date of
i redi at el y.

SENATOR G ESSEL said in Roe v. Wde, 410 U.S. 113 (1973) the
Suprene Court mamintained that the state has an interest in
protecting the life of a fetus after viability--that is, after

the point at which the fetus is capable of living outside the
wonb.

1: 33: 53 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said that is the foundation of bill, the point

of viability. She quoted fromthe Roe v. Wade deci si on:
“Wth respect to the State's inportant and legitimte

interest in potential life, the "conpelling"” point is
at viability. This is so because the fetus then
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presunmably has the capability of nmeaningful Ilife
out side the nother's wonb.”

1:34: 20 PM
“State regulation protective of fetal life after
viability thus has both | ogical and bi ol ogi cal
justifications. | f the State is interested in
protecting fetal |ife after viability, it my go so
far as to proscribe (forbid, especially by Ilaw)
abortion during that period, except when it is
necessary to preserve the life or health of the
not her.”

1:34:49 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said this bill is all about the definition of

viability. She quoted fromthe follow ng case in which the court
upholds the viability definition.

Pl anned Parenthood of Central M ssouri v. Danforth,
428 U. S. 52, 63 (1976), 410 U. S., at 160, 163

In Roe, we wused the term "viable," properly we
t hought, to signify the point at which the fetus is
"potentially able to live outside the nother's wonb,
albeit with artificial aid,” and presumably capabl e of
"meani ngful life outside the nother's wonb, ".

1: 35:17 PM
SENATOR G ESSEL pointed out "viability outside the nother's
wonb, regardl ess of fetal age."

1:35:27 PM
SENATOR G ESSEL quoted fromthe foll owi ng case:

Whitner v. State of South Carolina, 328 S.C 1, 7-8
(S.C. 1997) Facing the issue of when a fetus is
entitled to protection, the court held that a viable
fetus was a “person” for the purposes of the
Chil dren’ s Code.

1:35:49 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said nost people are not that informed about
what happens as a child develops in utero. She referenced a
graphic that describes devel opnent at different weeks of feta
age.

1: 36: 20 PM
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SENATOR G ESSEL pointed out that the graphs in her presentation
are from the Mayo foundation. She described how the graph shows
the formation of fingerprints and footprints at 14 weeks, right
after the first trimester. Before 14 weeks, abortions are
usually a vacuumtype procedure. At 14 weeks the baby is often
too large for t hat procedure and a procedure called
di snmenberment i s done.

1:37:48 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL described a graph of a baby at 23 weeks, close
to six nonths. The eyes have begun blinking, the heart and bl ood
vessel s have formed, and fingerprints are fully devel oped. Wen
she applied for a concealed carry permt and her nursing
license, she had to submt to a crimnal background check, which
required her fingerprints. Fingerprints are viewed as a unique
identifier for each human being. By four nonths and certainly by
si x nmont hs, these babies have fingerprints.

1:38:47 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said by five nonths, a baby is sucking his
t hunb, stretching, yawning, and nmaking faces. The nother
certainly feels this little person noving. By 20 weeks they have
docunent ed that these unborn children can feel pain.

1:39: 24 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said at 27 weeks of age, closing in on eight
nmont hs of age, the central nervous system is functioning. They
wei gh about four pounds. At eight nonths--eyes w de open,
toenails, fingernails, beginning to forma fat layer, the brain
is conpletely developed and the lungs are nearly devel oped. At
this point in Alaska this child is still eligible for an
abortion procedure because Alaska has no limt on gestational
age for abortion. At four pounds, only a disnmenbernent procedure
can be used.

1: 40: 33 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said she wll not describe the procedure in
detail, but it can be inmagined. The bill, very sinply, gives the
best opportunity for the unborn child who reached viability to
survive birth, requiring professional skill and care to be given

to the child.

1:41: 07 PM
SENATOR G ESSEL said some will nmake the claim that these
children really cannot survive. |In fact, nedical science

i mproves daily. She referred to a chart that shows nore than 50
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percent opportunity of wviability after 25 weeks, about six
nont hs gestati onal age.

1:41: 31 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL posed the question of what other states do. She
referred to a graph that shows states that have viability
defined by weeks of gestation. She noted that the graph does not
have the latest information, and 23 states have tinme-specific
dates of wviability and 20 states use the term protection at
viability. The graph shows foreign countries that have limts on
abortion procedures tied to points of potential viability. She
shared that the source of the infornmation on the graph, the
GQuttrmacher Institute, is actually a proabortion organization,
not a Right to Life group, to nmake the point that this is
factual information.

1:42: 42 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said this bill gives nothers, who for one reason
or another, are faced wth that difficult choice, another
option, to deliver a preterm child that has that opportunity of
viability to be delivered in such a way that they could survive.
That nmom could elect to surrender the child, who wll becone a
Child in Need of Aild (CINA). The bill has an imedi ate effective
date. There are real people, real children, today who have been
delivered early and are | eading heal thy, productive |ives.

SENATOR G ESSEL said this is an interesting bill because of the
groups opposing it. On the one hand, of course, Planned
Parent hood is opposed to it. Alaska Right to Life is against it
because it does not ban abortion and they opine it only saves
one or two children's lives.

1:44:17 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL referred to the novie, Schindler's List, that
told the story of Gskar Schindler, a German businessman who
enpl oyed Jews to work in his factories because they were cheap
| abor during WW I1. Wen he saw Nazis slaughtering Jews, he
realized he had the opportunity to save lives. He used his
fortune to bribe Nazi guards and assign nore Jewi sh workers to
his factory, so he could save lives. After the war, the Jew sh
survivors gave him a ring inscribed with a saying from the
Talmud,". . . whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he
saved an entire world."

1: 45: 26 PM
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SENATOR d ESSEL showed a picture of Margot Schlesinger, one of
the survivors, and her nany descendants as an exanple of every
life mattering.

1:46: 07 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said the bill offers nothers another choice.
Instead of being disnmenbered in utero, the <child has the
opportunity to be born alive, receive the needed heal thcare, and
have a productive life.

KARI NORE, Staff, Senat or Cathy G essel, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, Presented the sectional on SB 124
on behal f of the sponsor.

Section 1: Anrends AS 18.16.010 by adding new
subsections to provide for a physician to use the
met hod of term nating the pregnancy that best provides
for the unborn child to survive outside the nother’s
wonb. It requires health practitioners present at the
procedure to exercise the sanme degree of professional
practice and diligence to preserve the |ife of the
viable child born as would be provided to a child born
through the course of nat ur al birth. Provi des
definitions for “alive,” “clinical j udgnent ,”
“fertilization,” and “fetal age.”

1:47: 07 PM

Section 2: Anends AS 18.16 by adding a new section
that would allow a parent of a child born alive during
the process of an abortion to surrender the child to a
physi cian or enployee of the hospital. The person to
whom the child had been surrendered will notify the
Departnent of Health and Social Services as required
under AS 47.10.013(d).

1:47: 31 PM
Section 3: Amends AS 47.10.011 and adds a provision in
the Child in Need of Aid (CINA) statue to include a
child born alive during the termnation of a pregnancy
whose parent is unwilling or unable to care for the
i nfant.

Section 4. Adds an applicability provision that states
that AS 18.16.010(k)-(m, added by Sec. 1, AS
18.16. 012, added by Sec. 2, and AS 47.10.011, as
anended by Sec. 3 apply to abortions performed or
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induced on or after the effective dates of those
secti ons.

1:48: 16 PM
Section 5: Provides for an immediate effective date
for this Act.

1:48: 22 PM
SENATOR MCCICHE said he and Senator @ essel are both
unabashedly prolife. He wants to know how many states have
legally upheld bans on elective abortions in the third
trinester.

1:49: 18 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said three states have identified the third
trimester as the stopping point for abortions. Recently a
Congressional bill just like this bill, wth a few exceptions,
t hat banned nost abortions after 26 weeks of pregnancy did not
pass the Senate, 51-46. In the neantine, the U S. Suprenme Court
verified the ban on abortion after viability not too |ong ago

Ei ght states passed |aws banning abortion after viability. Only
two of those states have bills that are enforced right now The
laws in other states are under court chall enge.

1:51: 09 PM
SENATOR M CCICHE asked if wviability applies before the third
trimester in nost cases.

SENATOR G ESSEL referred to him to the graph showing the
survi val rate of premature babies on slide 17 of  her
presentation. By 26 weeks the survival rate is over 60 percent
and for 24 weeks over 50 percent. Alaska has no limt in place.

1:51:49 PM
SENATOR VON | MHOF asked who defines viability and do physicians
have any protections for deciding a fetus is not viable.

1:52: 33 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said this bill places that decision in the hands
of the physician. It differs from the proposed federal |aw
because it does not define a particular week. The proposed
federal law had a penalty for physicians; this bill does not

She is trusting the ethics of physicians in Al aska and the sworn
duty to do no harm

1: 53: 07 PM
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SENATOR VON | MHOF asked if she sees a scenario where a physician
can be liable if he or she nakes a decision about viability that
sonmeone di sagrees wth.

1:53: 24 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said she is not an attorney and she is certain
attorneys will find some way, but that is not the intent of the
bill. Nothing in the bill creates a liability because it does

not specify a week gestational age.

1:53:44 PM
SENATOR VON | VHOF asked if it wll help alleviate potenti al
m sunder st andi ng about the intent of bill if it did include a

gestational age.

1:54:01 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said she would love to do that, but even the
consideration of viability is a high enough bar to reach. She is
certain that there are people in the room who are going to tell
Senator von |Inhof how awful this is. A high Ilikelihood of
viability exists at 25 weeks. Nunerous children are alive today
who were delivered much nore preterm than that. She would
wel come an anmendnent to put a tine in. She chose not to include
a penalty but would be anenable to that anendnent if soneone
offered it.

1:55: 00 PM

SENATOR BEG CH asked whether she had considered the inpact on
nmedi cal mal practice insurance because of the anbiguity around
when a doctor has to determne viability.

1:55:42 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said obstetrics is a high-liability profession
to begin with. It is left to the judgnent of the physician. She
doesn't see that the bill increases their liability in any way.

1:56: 02 PM
SENATOR BEG CH asked about the phrase "unable” or "unwlling"
for parents. If a parent were wlling but unable, would the
state be obligated to place that child in a Child in Need of Ad
situation.

1:56:46 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said many parents who feel unable to take care
of child sonmehow manage and are able to raise sone wonderful
kids. A former neurosurgeon, an African-Anmerican, was raised by
a nother unable to read. That nom probably would have said it
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was nore than she could do, but she did it. It is the parent who

deci des whether they are unwilling or unable to raise the child.
1:57:39 PM

SENATOR BEG CH said he has a conflict with the bill's statenent
"best to survive." He asked if this will restrict choices for a

doctor to choose a procedure that mght be less risky for the
not her but makes it less likely that the fetus will survive.

1:58:32 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said she is struggling to understand the
guestion. The best nmethod of delivery for the child to survive
is placing a child in the head down position, inducing |abor,
and delivering the child. If there are placental abnormalities,
it mght involve a Csection. That is all up to the experienced
and know edgeabl e cli ni ci an.

1:59:14 PM
SENATOR BEG@ CH asked if this neans that the fetus takes
preference over the patient, if a doctor has to nmake a call

about which is nore inportant.

SENATOR G ESSEL said let them review the scenario. This is a
woman facing a brutal decision of delivering a baby early or
abortion, which in these age-weeks involve disnmenbernment of the
child's body to renmove it from the uterus. This is a nother's

choi ce. The physician will care for both patients to the best of
his ability. She cannot predict what those decisions wll be
She expects nost likely it will be in favor of the nother.
2:00: 20 PM

SENATOR BEG CH said the wording in the bill specifically states
for the fetus to best survive. He wants to be clear about that.

2:00:43 PM

M5. NORE said the bill states on page one, starting on |ine 10,
"the method of termnating the pregnancy does not present a
serious risk to the life or health of the pregnant woman."

2:01: 01 PM
SENATOR BEAQ CH asked about the fiscal note from Medicaid
services. He noted that Senator G essel nentioned litigation

many times during her presentation and, of course, these things
are always litigated. He asked if there is an estimate from the
Department of Law about what Ilitigation mght entail for this
| egislation. He asked if that is something normally done.
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2:01: 31 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said there is no expectation that this wll be
litigated. The Departnent of Law doesn't usually opine on what
l[itigation mght cost. She just saw the fiscal note from DHSS.
She has not talked to them but it is interesting that they
assune that preterm infants would be disabled. That is not
necessarily the case.

2:02:14 PM

CHAIR WLSON said that assunption raised his eyebrows also. He
asked how many children would be disabled. He wondered whether
it was a worst-case scenario to not wunderestimate the cost.
Perhaps it will be taken up in another comm ttee.

2:02: 49 PM
SENATOR M CCICHE said there is a low probability of this
situation. Page six of the 2016 State of Alaska Induced

Term nation of Pregnancy Statistics states that nearly all, 99.5
percent of induced term nations, were perfornmed at 13 weeks or
|l ess of gestational age. In 2013, 91.6 percent of induced

termnations performed in the U 'S. involved pregnancies of 13
weeks or less. If he could do a conplete ban he would, but there
is Roe v. Wade and reality. He appreciates the approach of
viability. He has to think about whether that term is clear
enough or whether gestational weeks is needed.

2:04: 34 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL said if he |ooked at page 11 of the 2016
docunent, the last row on Table 8a is "Not Stated." Those are
nost likely falling in those later weeks of gestation. The
clinician chose not to state the gestational age, but it is
decreasing and after about 17-20 weeks, they are looking at 6 in
2016. It is not volunmes and volunes. About 5.7 percent would
fall into that category in 2016, but as the Talnud said, "One
who saves a life, it's as if he saved an entire world."

2: 05: 50 PM
CHAI R W LSON opened public testinony on SB 124.

2: 06: 56 PM

RACHEL CGEARHART, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said she
is a social worker. She noticed slide 17, premature survival
rate, has Australian statistics. She suggested |ooking at U S.
survival rates statistics. She is confused by this bill. If
termnation is needed as determned by a woman and her highly
educat ed nedi cal provider, why would her abortion procedure turn
into a delivery for a child she has determ ned she is unable to
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care for. The woman does not need to justify it for anyone. A
baby born alive in this scenario is Ilikely to require
significant nedical care. The nedical care in the attached
supporting documentation, the New York Tines article [Premature
Babies My Survive at 22 Weks if Treated, Study Finds] is
probably not available in Alaska. The closest level |1V NCU
[ Neonatal Intensive Care Unit] is in Seattle. The article states
that many babies, if they do nake it, wll survive with severe
handi caps. The foster care system is already overburdened wth
perfectly healthy children. Foster famlies who can work wth
children with conplex nedical needs are not in high supply. If
any fetus were born alive and turned over to the Ofice of
Children's Services, this fiscal note would be grossly
underestimated. Do not get between a woman and her provider.
Focus instead on a workable state budget that supports state
residents who are already in need of safety and security.

2:10: 06 PM
ALYSON CURREY, Legislative Liaison, Planned Parenthood Votes
Nort hwest and Hawaii, opposed SB 124. She said SB 124 would

limt abortions later in pregnancy and restrict doctors' ability
to exercise their professional expertise about what is best for
their patients. Nearly 99 percent of abortions take place before
21 weeks, well before fetal viability. Wen |ater abortions do

occur, this bill would force physicians to alter how they
practice nedicine to prioritize the fetus over the health of the
woman. It forces health care providers to substitute the will of

the legislature for their ability to use their nedical expertise
to treat each of their patients on a case-by-case basis. It is a
dangerous, unsafe, unfounded precedent, notivated by politics,
not nedicine. This bill attacks wonen and famlies already
facing the heart wenching decision of ending a pregnancy.
Abortions later in pregnancy are perfornmed al nost exclusively in
cases of serious and catastrophic fetal abnormalities. This bill
is a cruel restriction for famlies already facing tragic
ci rcunst ances.

2:12:21 PM

SONJA BARNARD- GRAVEL, representing self, opposed SB 124. She
said nedical procedures should be left to doctors and the
desires of their patients. As a young Al askan wonman, she has a
close relationship wth her doctor and trusts her nedical
expertise. It frightens her that if this bill is passed, it
would limt the care she and other doctors can provide for their
patients. Late-term abortions are alnost always perfornmed in
cases where the wonan or fetus is in danger. This bill tells a
worman she is incapable of making her own decisions. It also
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pl aces another <child in an already overcrowded foster care
syst em

2:13:42 PM

LI Z RANGEL, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said it is
i nappropriate to nake decisions about a wonen's body in a
political setting. The sole purpose of the bill is to place
obstacles between a woman and access to a safe abortion. The
bill is purposefully vague and encourages physicians to place a
wonman's |ife and well-being second to the fetus. It is a
dangerous bill. She wants to see the Senate val ue Al askan wonen
and their lives when it votes.

2:14.: 46 PM
BRENAE BAKER, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said the
bill is offensive, condescending, and nedically inaccurate. It

is a waste of time and resources for constituents and taxpayers.
Focus on actual work to better conmunities and the state.

2:15: 21 PM

ALYSSA QUI NTYNE, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said the
termnology is nedically anbiguous and conflicts wth the
nmedi cal profession's ability to provide adequate care for their
patients. The |anguage confuses the procedure of renoval vs.
live birth and does not define what |live birth nmeans for the
fetus. It burdens state and | egal agencies to care for premature
and nedically sensitive infants. This is not a famly-oriented
bill. It is an attack on reproductive rights and access. It is
an attack on nedical staff and providers to undernmine their
expertise. It is an attack on state agencies. The state needs to
focus efforts to providers, agencies, and organizations that
support access to safe, sound, and consensual care so famlies
can make the best decisions for their famlies.

2:17:15 PM

KASEY CASCRF, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said she is
a freshman at the University of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF). Wen she
was 16, her best friend was raped on the UAF canpus. This nade
her aware of her vulnerability as a woman. She lives in a world
where attacks on her body conme from all sides. Having her
government attenpt to limt the power of doctors to treat her
body with the respect it deserves is unacceptable. SB 124 is an
unr easonabl e, nmedi cally unsound, and politically notivated
attack on her body's autonomy. It sets a dangerous precedent by
substituting the agenda of politicians in a situation where only
her doctor's expertise should be present. It is insensible to
hold hearings on fundanentally wunnecessary legislation while
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Alaska is in the mdst of budget crisis. Focus attention on
Al aska's real problens instead of a nedically unsafe bill. Wnen
count on themto defend their bodies, mnds, and futures.

2:19:10 PM

ROSE O HARA- JOLLEY, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said
her famly survived the Holocaust and many nore did not. She
finds it personally offensive to create a false conparison
bet ween the Hol ocaust and those who survived and her right to
her body's autonony and the state's decisions init.

2:20: 07 PM

HANNAH HI LL, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said SB 124
serves to substitute the know edge of nedical practitioners for
personal ideology using nedically inaccurate and legally vague

| anguage. The vast pr eponderance  of so-called late-term
abortions is because of immnent maternal death or feta
abnornmalities that are inconpatible wth [life. Per the

GQuttmacher Institute., nine percent of abortions are perforned
after the first trinmester, and of those, one percent happens
after 21 weeks. They say the personal is political, but in this
case the political is personal. Leave personal health care
deci sions to people and to the nmedical care of their doctors.

2:21: 20 PM

At ease.

2:21: 31 PM

CI NDY RCEDI GER, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said she
is an abolitionist and follower of Jesus Christ. This bill does

not recognize the child in the wonb to be in need of aid at the
time the abortionist is in the act of nurdering them |If the
child survives attenpted nurder, then the child may be a Child
in Need of Ald. Wuat sick, twsted thinking this is. In Romans
13, Paul viewed governing authorities as being established by
God to restrain evil and pronmote a just and peaceful social
order. God is the authority and has placed Senator G essel in
authority. She read from Isiah 10:1, 10:2, Proverbs 24, Psalns
94:16, and Proverbs 22:8. God is sovereign and all-know ng, and
he sees through this wcked and evil bill. She pleaded wth
Senator G essel to create a version of HB 250 for the Senate to
abol i sh abortion in Al aska.

2:25:54 PM

PATRICK MARTIN, Alaska Right to Life, opposed SB 124. He said
Schindler did not create or perpetuate laws that slaughtered
i nnocent Jews, but by creating two classes of unborn babies, SB
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124 takes the role of the Nazi government and not the role of
the courageous M. Schindler. Right to Life would |ike to submt
that the best way of surviving an abortion is not be aborted.
Protections nust be applied to all babies. Life begins at
conception. This is the sanme faulty logic as in Roe vs Wde
that the preborn fetus has no rights and can be killed at any
point up to birth. R ght to Life opposes SB 124 because it
creates two classes of babies, those that nothers can kill and
t hose they cannot.

At ease.

2:29:29 PM

RICK SMALL, representing self, opposed SB 124. He said he is
representing hinself as a representative of Lord Jesus Christ.
God Almghty clearly stated you shall not nurder and did not

place any size or age |limts on his direct comand. HB 250
should be discussed. He has been asking Senator Hughes to
introduce the sanme bill in the Senate. He is asking Senator

Wl son to introduce an exact duplicate of HB 250 and HB 251 into
the Senate. Five Al askan babies are being nurdered today. The
Al aska Legislature has the primary responsibility of protecting
i nnocent humans in this state. Human abortion is a hate crine
and silence is consent. The right to nurder children is not in
the U S. Constitution or the Alaska Constitution. SB 124 does
not abolish abortion. My God have nercy for allowing this
hol ocaust ten tinmes worse than the Nazi Hol ocaust to continue in
this state.

2:32:32 PM

CHARI TY CARMODY, Founder/President, Beacon Hill, supported SB
124. She said Beacon Hill is a licensed child placenent agency
and nonprofit that deals in all things child welfare and

recruits for adoptive famlies. She supports SB 124 as a person
who has fought her entire career for the rights of children to
be protected because the bill does do this. It deals with the
issue of viability and in all cases, the state tries to protect
children nost at risk. She is the nother of three children, a
foster nother, an adoptive nother. She has a son with cerebra
pal sy. This helps protect all children, and even fenmale
children. When she hears wonmen say this is against the female
gender, she disagrees. It keeps them from being aborted or not
protected if born alive.

2:34.20 PM
MELI SSA GOLDSTEIN, Legal Fellow, ACLU of Al aska, opposed SB 124.
She said abortion is a safe and l|egal nedical procedure, a
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fundanmental right grounded in the rights of privacy. It my
force wonen seeking to termnate a pregnancy to wundergo a
dangerous, invasive nedical procedure instead of one of the nmany
safe alternatives that are avail able. It interferes wth
physi ci ans’ medi cal j udgenent s and t he doct or/ pati ent
rel ati onship because it conpels physicians to perform procedures
that are not necessarily in accordance wi th nedical judgment.
Many hospitals in Alaska already have restrictive abortion
policies. These policies nean induction would not be possible in
those facilities. SB 124 is unenforceable. The gestation period
is not defined, and it does not suggest how physicians and
patients would conply with the law. The U S. Suprene Court has
stated that the state has a legitimte interest in seeing that

abortion, |ike any other nedical procedure, nmust be perforned in
conditions that ensure maximum safety for the patient. They are
concerned that SB 124 is unconstitutional. They  have

successfully litigated unconstitutional |aws that target wonen's
reproductive rights. Recently the State of Alaska paid $1
mllion in attorney fees for a simlar type of litigation. On a
personal note, her grandfather was on Schindler's list. She
finds the conparison between a woman's right to termnate a
pregnancy to what her grandfather went through offensive.

2:37:13 PM

TOM LAKOSH, representing self, opposed SB 124. He said that
while he appreciates the senator's efforts to see that support
is offered by the state to prematurely born children, the
attenpt is unconstitutionally restrictive of a woman's right to
privacy. The bill should be anended so that a woman who wants to
surrender a premature child can. This essentially gives the
state the right to show up in a doctor's office with a specul um
He asked who becones liable if a woman dies in the attenpt to
deliver a viable child. Many issues exist for liability.
Al though he believes in the sanctity of life, this is not a
vi abl e piece of legislation. The budget cannot sustain repeated
constitutional challenges to |ousy |egislation,.

2:39: 09 PM
WLLI AM DEATON, representing self, Cordova, Al aska, Supported SB
124. He said he wants the bill anmended so that a physician

besi des the abortionist be there on hand to save the child if
the child survives the abortion. He does not trust an
abortionist who is attenpting to nmurder the child to save the
child outside of the wonb. He is conpletely prolife. If this
bill saves even one |life he supports it. The US. is one of
seven countries that allows abortions past 20 weeks, including
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North Korea and China. He noted a child in the wonb has separate
DNA from the not her and should not be renoved |ike a tunor.

2:41: 09 PM

ZHENI A PETERSON, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said the
decision for an abortion should be left between a doctor and
patient. In Alaska it is already hard to get access to
reproductive health care, conprehensive sexual education, and,
of course, abortion. The decision to get an abortion is not an
easy one, but it should be nade with the care of a trusted
physi ci an. Focus on finding prograns that teach nore nedically
accurate sexual education and healthy relationships to avoid
uni nt ended pregnanci es.

2:42: 35 PM

BESSI ODOM representing self, opposed SB 124. She said wth
proposed legislation |like SB 124, they are truly not listening
to all Alaskan wonen, including rural and urban. Wnen need the

assurance that they wll not be prevented or deterred from
seeking care because of policies that are in place. They should
be concerned about the risks they wll put wonen of various

comunities in. SB 124 would force wonen to carry pregnancies to
term regardless of their w shes and jeopardizes the health of
the wonen. Sonetimes a wonman has had to choose between an
abortion and her own life. This ball fails to consider a nother
and her health.

2:43: 52 PM

ROBIN SM TH, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said Al aska
is struggling to finance its governnent yet Senator G essel is
wasting Alaska's tinme and nobney on not focusing on Alaska's
first priority. Senator Gessel is part of the Republican
coalition that reduced children's PFDs to fund the governnent
potentially literally taking food, health care, and educationa
options away from kids. There are cuts in school funding and
| ess noney for health and human services. Wiy focus energies on
restricting wonmen's right to abortion. Those seeking late-term

abortions are often adolescents or wonen wth life-threating
ci rcunstance or the fetus has severe abnormalities or
impairments. In society only pregnant wonen are viewed as

norally inconpetent. Society does not force parents to donate
ki dneys, eyes, or part of a liver to children, but denmands wonen

put their lives at risk. Wnen's health nust be considered
first.
2:46: 48 PM
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KAREN PERRY, representing self, opposed SB 124. She said she

opposes the bill because it is a murder bill. It is a ridiculous
bill that purports to be prolife but actually condones nurder.
Abortion is child sacrifice. Instead of working to stop it, the
bill deceives people. It is deceitful and evil of Cathy G esse

and Cathy Tilton in the House to sponsor prodeath bills. That is
not what their party platform supports. Support a conpanion bill
to HB 250, which protects |life at conception. She quoted from
Psalm 94, verses 20 and 21. The bill continues to condem
i nnocents to death.

2:49: 33 PM
CHAI R W LSON cl osed public testinony on SB 124.

2:49:56 PM
At ease.

2:51: 02 PM
CHAIR WLSON asked if there were any anendnents. He then asked
for a notion to nove the bill out of commttee.

2:51:41 PM

SENATOR M CCICHE said this is a bill that Judiciary needs to
review. He noved SB 124, version 30-LS0429\U, from comittee
w th individual reconmrendations and attached fiscal notes.

2:52: 05 PM
SENATOR BEAQ CH objected. He said since no one supported the
bill, neither those who opposed the bill for reasons of privacy

nor those who opposed abortion, the commttee was not ready to
nove the bill out.

2:53: 00 PM
CHAIR WLSON said sone of the questions about liability and
constitutionality will be handled best in Judiciary, the next

commttee of referral.

2:53: 20 PM
SENATOR M CClI CHE said he was not sure that the HSS comm ttee was
the appropriate first stop, but since that is where the bill is,

he thinks Judiciary is the appropriate body to review the
legalities. He noted the testinony heard was an exanple of the
true definition of strange bedfell ows.

2:53: 52 PM
CHAI R WLSON asked for a roll call vote.
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A roll call vote was taken. Senators G essel, von |[|mhof,
M cciche, and WIson voted in favor of noving SB 124 from
commttee and Senator Begich voted against it. Therefore, the
notion to nmove SB 124 from conmittee passed by a 4:1 vote.

2:55: 09 PM
CHAI R W LSON announced that SB 124 noves from conmmttee with a
vote of 4:1.

At ease.

2:55:23 PM
SENATOR BEA CH said last year in conmttee they had discussed
reopening public testinony for SB 72. He hoped that would occur.

CHAIR W LSON responded that the bill sponsor needs to contact
his office.

2:57:59 PM
SENATOR M CCl CHE asked that the general purpose be described for
t he public.

2:58: 08 PM
SENATOR BEA CH said SB 72 is Senator Gardner's bill regarding
transgender rights.

2:58: 22 PM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee,
Chair WI1son adjourned the Senate Health and Social Services
Conmittee at 2:58.
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