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DANI EL LYNCH, representing self
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

ROBI N M NARD, representing self
Wasi |l a, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

BECKY STOPPA, representing self
Wasill a, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

BETTY MACTAVI SH, representing self
Kodi ak, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

SHARON WOLKOFF, representing self
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PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

TERRENCE ROBBI NS, representing self
Ket chi kan, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

DALE FOX, President and CEO
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PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition of SB 63.

WAYNE CROWSON, representing self
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

| SAAC HOWELL, representing self
Anchor age, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

STEVEN MAPES, advocate

Snoke Free Alternatives Trade Associ ation

Kenai, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition of SB 63.

DR. JAY BUTLER, Chief Medical Oficer and Public Health Director
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Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 63.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 30: 32 PM

CHAIR DAVID WLSON called the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Committee neeting to order at 1:30 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators von |Imhof, Gessel, Mcciche,
Begi ch, and Chair WI son.

SCR 2- SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH: APRIL 2017

1: 30: 54 PM
CHAI R W LSON announced the consi derati on of SCR 2.

1:31: 45 PM

SENATOR VON |IMHOF nobved to report SCR 2, [30-LS0320\A], from
commttee with individual recommendations and attached fiscal
not e(s).

1: 32: 02 PM

CHAI R WLSON announced that w thout objection, SCR 2 noved from
Senate Health and Social Services Standing Commttee.

#

1: 32: 06 PM
At ease.

SB 63- REGULATI ON OF SMOKI NG

1: 33: 56 PM
CHAIR WLSON called the commttee back to order and announced
t he consi derati on of SB 63.
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1:34: 40 PM
SENATOR PETER MCCICHE, Alaska State Legislature, Juneau,
Al aska, sponsor of SB 63, commented as foll ows:

Senate bill 63 is sinply about protecting Al askan
enpl oyees in the workplace. In Al aska nore people die
annually from the effects of tobacco than from
suicide, notor vehicle crashes, homcide, chronic
di seases and | can add several other key diseases, M.
Chairman. The reality of it is it is nunber one and we
woul d i ke to change that and protect Al aska workers.

Before | make a decision on carrying |egislation, |
put it through a measuring yardstick of whether or not
it conprom ses freedom liberty, and if it protects
public safety, health and cost containnment. The
reality of it is this is about protecting non-snokers'
right in the workplace to breathe snoke-free air; this
is nothing against the rights of the snoker, they can
continue to snoke where ever they choose as |long as
they are not causing others to have to breathe their
snoke. Sonme may want to conpare this to a sugary drink
piece of legislation and the reality of it is this is
not about sugary drinks, you have the right to drink
all of the sugary drinks you want to, the difference
is that you don't force others to drink them at the
sane time; that is what this bill is about for ne.

The financial burden of caring for those that fall
victim to tobacco-related illness due to secondhand
snoke costs the state of Alaska tens of mllions of
dollars annually. W have a role to protect the
publi c, particularly enpl oyees. Simlar roles in
protecting t he public are sone t hi ngs i ke
establishing speed Ilimts, regulating driving under
the influence, electrical codes, that sort of things,
it's what we do.

Over half of the population of Alaska are currently
living under snoke-free laws simlar to SB 63. For
Al askans residing in the remaining areas of the state,
this bill wll offer wuniformy applied snoke-free
wor kpl ace policy, it does not renove the right of the
snoker to snoke; rather, it Ilimts the snoker's
ability to adversely affect the health of Alaska's
non- snoki ng enployees. In other words M. Chairnan,
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the bill sinply asks snokers to take it outside at the
wor kpl ace.

1:37:22 PM

RACHEL HANKE, Staff, Senator M cciche, Al aska State Legislature,
Juneau, Alaska, Provided a sectional analysis of SB 63 as
fol |l ows:

Section 1
Provides a statenent of l|egislative intent which is that nothing
in this Act will waive the state’s imunity from liability

provided for in state law, nor to alter applicable law relating
to possible liability of manufacturers, dispensers, or others as
a result of snoking or using tobacco or e-cigarettes within an
encl osed ar ea.

Section 2
Adds a new article to AS 18. 35:

e AS 18.35.301 - prohibits snmoking in certain places,
i ncluding specified enclosed areas and at or near specified
out door ar eas;

» provides limted exceptions to the snoking prohibitions for
retail tobacco and e-cigarette stores, for enclosed,
mar ked, and vented transit areas, for private residences,
for specified vehicles and vessels, for stand-al one
shelters and for |icensed marijuana establishnents;

« AS 18.35.306 - requires notices of snoking prohibitions and
fines;

e« AS 18.35.311 - prohibits enployers and building owners or
managers from permtting snoking or supplying snoking
accessories in place where it is prohibited;

e AS 18.35.316-35.321 - requires the conm ssioner of health
and social services or the conmmssioner’s designee to
adm ni ster and enforce the requirenents under the Act and
to provide public education about the requirenents;

e AS 18.35.326 - prohibits an enployer, or owner or operator
of a vehicle fromretaliating for initiating or cooperating
wi th enforcenment of the Act;

e AS 18.35.331 - allows a nunicipality to inpose additional
snoking restrictions and duti es;

Sections 3 - 4
AS 18.35.340(a) & (b) - anends cross-references to conform to
t he new and repeal ed provi sions.
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Section 5
AS 18. 35.340(c) - anends cross-references and provides new fines
for violations in which the commssioner has filed a civil
conpl ai nt.

Section 6-7
AS 18.35.341(a) & (b) - anends cross-references to conform to
t he new and repeal ed provi sions.

Section 8

AS 18.35.341(c) - amends cross-references and provides
individuals found guilty of a violation as defined in Title 11
are subject to new fines.

Section 9-12
AS 18.35.341(d), 35.342, 35.343 & 35.350 - Anmend cross-
references to conformto the new and repeal ed provi sions.

Section 13
AS 18.35.399 - Defines ternms used in the Act.

Section 14
Repeal s specified provisions related to snoking in AS 18. 35.

Section 15

Uncodi fied |law - specifies that the changes made by secs. 2 — 13
of the Act apply to violations or conpliance failures that occur
on or after the effective date of secs. 2 — 13 of the Act.

Section 16

Uncodified law - authorizes the Departnent of Health and Socia
Services to adopt necessary regulations to inplement the Act.
The Regul ations may not take effect before the effective date of
t he rel evant provision being inplenented.

Section 17
Provides for an i medi ate effective date for sec. 16.

Section 18
Provides for an COctober 1, 2017 effective date for the remai nder
of the Act.

1:41:10 PM
SENATOR M CCI CHE cl arified conpliance and commented as foll ows:

This is a conplaint-driven bill and it's purposely
ight-handed. If you look at the exanples in the
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cormunities, half of the state's population that are
under these bills, there have been |ess than half-a-
dozen conplaints that have resulted in fines, at |east
that was the last record that | saw. | think
busi nesses have realized that the conpliance nakes
sense and have not pushed it, but it is specifically
designed to be light-handed. W believe that there is
value in that society is ready for this change and we
don't think that heavy fines need to acconpany the
change that we expect to occur in the bill.

1:42:01 PM

SENATOR BEAQ CH addressed the Al aska Departnent of Transportation
(DOT) fiscal note and pointed out that 12" x 12" signs were
listed at $25-per-sign for vessels, but the sane sized signs
were listed at $10-per-sign for the Ted Stevens Anchorage
| nt er nati onal Airport. He asked why there was a price
di f f erence.

SENATOR M CCICHE explained that the material wused for signs
intended for vessels was different in order for the signs to
hold up in marine conditions. He added that he expects a donor

will cover the signage cost and there will be no cost to the
st at e.
1:43:02 PM

CHAI R W LSON opened public testinmny on SB 63.

SENATOR M CClI CHE nentioned that several invited testifiers wll
address the conmttee for either reference or testinony: Emly
Nenon with the American Cancer Society and Dr. Jay Butler, Chief
Medical Oficer for the Departnent of Health and Soci al
Servi ces.

1: 43: 41 PM
At ease.

1: 44: 53 PM
CHAIR WLSON called the commttee back to order.

1:45: 20 PM

EMLY NENON, Alaska Governnent Relations Director, Al aska
Chapter of the American Cancer Action Network, Anchorage,
Al aska, testified in support of SB 63. She disclosed that she
has been working on the snoke-free issue in Alaska for 16 years.
She noted that Bethel was the first comunity in Alaska to pass
a local snoke-free workplace law in 1998 and nmany other
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communities have adopted |local ordinances as well: Barrow,
Juneau, Dillingham Unal aska, Nome, Palner, and Anchorage. She
said half the state is covered by snoke-free |aws, but noted
that many of the other jurisdictions in the state do not have
the power to pass a law like SB 63 at the local |evel,
i ncl udi ng: Fai rbanks North Star Bor ough, Kenai Peni nsul a
Bor ough, or the Mat-Su Borough.

M5. NENON asserted that a whole lot nore is known about
secondhand snoke since 1998. She detailed that a 2006 U.S.
Surgeon General report and additional studies have concluded
that there is no safe exposure |level to secondhand snoke. She
pointed out that ventilation does not work in renoving actual
carcinogens and fine particles.

She said there is strong support for SB 63 around the state. She
detailed that recent polling in Alaska showed 69 percent of
Al askans supported a statew de snoke-free workplace |aw. She
noted that exanples in the Lower 48 has shown that people
understand snoke-free conpliance wth self-enforcement. She
summari zed that everyone has the right to breathe snoke-free
air.

1: 48: 30 PM

CHAIR W LSON asked that M. Nenon address the $15,000 signage
donati on that Senator M cciche nenti oned.

M5. NENON explained that The Anmericans for Nonsnokers' Rights

Foundation (ANRF) is wlling to nmke the signage donation
through the Anerican Cancer Society Cancer Action Network wth
the provision that the bill remains strong.

1:49: 32 PM

DR. BOB URATA, volunteer, American Heart Association, Juneau,
Al aska, testified in support of SB 63 with the inclusion of e-
cigarettes as well in the bill. He disclosed that he is a famly
physi cian and has practiced in Juneau since 1984. He provided
statistics on cigarette snoking as foll ows:

e Cigarette snoking continues to be the |eading cause of
prevent abl e death and di sease in Al aska and the U. S.

* An Anerican dies of a heart attack every 34 seconds and one
dies of a stroke every 40 seconds.

e In Alaska, cancer is the nunber one cause of death and
heart di sease and stroke are nunber two.

* Smoking not only clains the lives of those that wuse
t obacco, but those that are exposed to secondhand snoke.
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* Nationally, secondhand snoke causes about 40,000 deaths
each year

 The CDC reports that secondhand snoke exposure costs the
US $5.6 billion in lost productivity and $156 billion of
| ost productivity due to tobacco in total.

 Alaska may save about $5 mllion in Medicaid nedical
expenses, that's only Medicaid, not private insurance.

* Exposure of adults to secondhand snoke has an immediate
adverse effect on cardiovascul ar system and causes coronary
heart disease and |ung cancer; in fact, just 30 m nutes of
exposure to secondhand snoke rapidly inpairs the vascul ar
function.

e Long term exposure to secondhand snoke is associated with a
25 to 30 percent increase for coronary heart disease in
adul t non-snokers.

DR. URATA set forth that snoke-free workplace laws are an
i mportant part of inproving the health of the U S. and Al aska by
reduci ng death and disabilities from the nunber one and nunber
two nost comon causes of disease. He said clean air reduces
heart di sease, stroke, cancer, and |ung di sease.

He noted that studies in ten comunities published in peer-
review journals have shown a decrease in heart attack incidence
after inplenmentation of the snoke-free laws; two exanples,
Hel ena, Montana, there's a 40-percent decrease in heart attacks
in Helena residents when snoke-free laws were in place; in
Puebl o, Colorado, there's a 41-percent decline of heart attack
hospitalizations. He added that there is a 20-percent rise in
bar and restaurant sales taxes collected in the year and a half
foll owi ng the passage of this ordinance.

He summarized that the positive inpacts from SB 63 may benefit
many in the long term short term in addition to future
generati ons.

1:52:48 PM

JULIE SCHM DT, volunteer, Anerican Association of Retired
Persons (AARP), Anchorage, Alaska, testified in support of SB
63, in addition to the inclusion of e-cigarettes and narijuana.
She detailed that 51 percent of snokers in Al aska support SB 63.
She noted that over 1,000 Al aska businesses and organi zations
have signed resolutions in support of a law in Alaska to mnake
al I workpl aces 100-percent snoke-free.

1:55: 37 PM
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BROOKE HEPPENSTALL, volunteer, American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP), Palner, Al aska, testified in support SB 63. She
opined that the vast mgjority of Alaskans, including snokers

support SB 63. She said she appreciated individual rights, but
opined that individual rights are her rights as well as the
snokers' rights and said it's her right not to breathe air wth
snmoke. She disclosed that Palner has been snoke-free for four
years and the |law has been good for business. She noted that
Al aska's prisons have been snoke-free for a long tine and asked
that the Legislature not "inprison" enployees who cannot get
away fromthe snoke.

1:59: 04 PM

KEN HELANDER, Advocacy Director, American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP), Anchorage, Alaska, testified in support of SB
63. He stated that AARP has |ong supported the non-snoking
policy in many states and does so because younger people who are
able to breathe snoke-free air grow up to be healthy ol der
people. He pointed out that a state law is required because so
many communities don't have the power to make the snoke-free
deci si on t hensel ves.

2:00: 53 PM
At ease.

2:01: 53 PM
CHAIR WLSON called the commttee back to order.

2:02: 09 PM

CHARLES HOLYFI ELD, Director, Respiratory Departnent, Fairbanks
Menorial Hospital, Fairbanks, Al aska, testified in support of SB
63. He revealed that he is also a nenber of the Anerican Lung
Association. He detailed that 88 percent of Al askans surveyed
agreed that all Alaskan workers should be protected from
secondhand snoke in the workplace. He added that 72 percent of
Al askans support including e-cigarettes due to their harnfu
vapors.

2:04:23 PM

EDWARD DAI LEY, representing self, Fairbanks, Alaska, testified
in support of SB 63. He addressed the negative effects he
experienced from secondhand snoke.

2:06:11 PM

LARRY HACKENM LLER, representing self, Fai r banks, Al aska,
testified in opposition of SB 63. He questioned the effects from
secondhand snoke based on the OCccupational Safety and Health
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Adm nistration's indoor air-quality standards and the US
Environnental Protection Agency's risk standards for regulating
accept abl e exposure limts to toxic chem cals.

2:09: 03 PM

PETE HANSON, Chief Operating Oficer; Al aska Cabaret, Hotel,
Restaurant and Retailers Association (CHARR); Anchorage, Al aska;
testified in opposition of SB 63. He remarked that SB 63 is not
needed because governnent officials and citizens on the | ocal
| evel have said "no" to a ban on snoking in bars.

He asserted that bars are different from other public places
where snoking has already been banned due to the follow ng
restrictions: you have to be 21 to enter a bar, no one has to go
into a snoking bar, and there are nunerous snoke-free bars in
comuni ties that have voted agai nst snoking bans. He opined that
the patrons and the enployees at bars that allow snoking have
chosen to be in a bar that all ows snoking.

He concurred that there my be communities where |oca
governments do not have the authority to institute non-snoking
measures, but pointed out that there are many conmunities where
| ocal governnments and citizens have already exercised their
rights to not go the full-snoking ban that includes bars.

He opined that consunmers do a better job of choosing than
governments do. He pointed out in the hospitality marketplace
that nore and nore bars are going non-snoking because that's
what consuners want. He pointed out that nost bars in Al aska are
already non-smoking and that was achieved wthout a state
mandat e squashing | ocal control and consuner choi ce.

He summarized that a state mandate is not necessary and to |et
consuners and | ocal officials decide on their own.

2:11:57 PM

BRI AN SAYLOR, representing self, Alaska Lung Association

Anchorage, Al aska, testified in support of SB 63. He disclosed
that he is a fornmer official with local and state health
departnments. He asserted that nost people know sonmeone who has
been substantially affected by either snoking or secondhand
snoke. He set forth that the effects from snoking and secondhand
snoke on public health is very real and all are preventable. He
opined that one of the nobst inportant articles in the state's
constitution says that the Legislature shall pronote and protect
the public health and welfare; that is very easy to do with SB
63. He said he disagrees with allow ng individual businesses or
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communities to make the non-snoking decision. He opined that it
is the enployees who take the brunt of the dangerous effects of
secondhand snoke when they work in a bar or other facility where
secondhand snoke is preval ent.

2:14: 04 PM

RI CHARD BLOCK, representing self, Anchorage, Alaska, testified
in support of SB 63. He disclosed that he is the manager for an
organi zation that owns and nmnanages about 125 apartnents in the
Anchorage area. He added that he is the president of a newy
formed organization call the Association of Al aska Milti-famly
Bui Il ding Owers, an organization that takes interest in public-
policy issues that affect the operation of apartnent houses.

He opined that SB 63, related to its effect on apartnent houses,
is divided into three parts:

1. Prohibition of snobking in commobn areas and areas that need
to be protected.

2. vligations inposed on landlords to do certain things |ike
posting signs.

3. Enforcenent and regul ati on.

He set forth that the Association of Alaska Milti-famly
Bui | ding Omers probably does not oppose the first two parts of
SB 63, but noted his concern for the third part that addresses
enforcenent and regul ati on.

2:17:59 PM

MARK BUTLER, representing self, Anchorage, Al aska, testified in
support of SB 63, in addition to the inclusion of e-cigarettes
and marijuana as well. He disclosed that he was an enpl oyee of
the Municipality of Anchorage Departnent of Health and Human
Services when the city passed the |ocal non-snoking ordi nance in
2007. He revealed that he spoke with nmany bar owners and
managers who were very worried about their businesses, but the
result from the non-snoking ordi nance turned out to be good for
busi ness.

2:20:15 PM

KRI STEN MCDONALD, volunteer, Anmerican Cancer Society - Cancer
Action Network, Honer, Alaska, testified in support of SB 63.
She remarked that as a nurse she has experienced too many
pati ents who suffered and died from the effects of snoking and
secondhand snoke. She added that she has seen friends and famly
menbers suffer and die as well. She disclosed that she
attributed secondhand snoke to her having asthma. She said the
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state needs to protect the 50 percent of Alaskans that are not
covered by snoke-free workplace laws. She set forth that an
i ndi vidual should not have to choose between a paycheck and
their life.

2:21:27 PM

CHRYSTAL SCHOENROCK, nenber, Kenai Peninsula and Al aska Cabaret,
Hotel, Restaurant and Retailers Association (CHARR), testified
in opposition of SB 63. She disclosed that she is a bar owner in
Ni ki ski and asserted that her patrons want to snoke in their own
public place. She added that enployees, sone who do not snoke
chose to work at her establishnent. She asserted that bar owners
shoul d be able to dictate how they run their establishnments.

2:23:42 PM

DANI EL LYNCH, representing self, Soldotna, Al aska, testified in
opposition of SB 63. He noted that bars in Soldotna are either
snoki ng or non-snoking, a result of a free-nmarket econony that
is decided by the property and business owners. He asserted that

the bill's sponsor opposes free-market economes, the rights of
property and business owners to determine their fate, and
endorses a governnent "nanny state.” He noted that the bill wll

have an inpact on cigarette revenue that is generated for the
st at e.

2:26: 01 PM

NCEL BELL, representing self, Palnmer, Alaska, testified in
support of SB 63. She revealed that she had experienced worKking
in an office where snoking was allowed. She said she had no
protection from secondhand snoke because a non-snoki ng ordi nance
was not enacted at the time. She stated that her desire to be a
good steward to her health took second place to her need to
support herself. She noted that not all Al askan communities have
the power to pass a snoke-free ordi nance and enpl oyees in those
communities are exposed to the known dangers of secondhand
snoke.

2:27:37 PM

ROBIN M NARD, representing self, Wsilla, Al aska, testified in
support of SB 63. She revealed that she works for the Mat-Su
Heal th Foundation in Wasilla. She noted that nbst conmmunities in
Al aska, such as Mt-Su, don't have health powers so Wisilla
cannot have a local law and the community badly needs help from
the Legislature to have a statew de snoke-free workplace |aw.
She asserted that SB 63 is not about freedom and taking away
anybody's right to snoke or vape, the bill is sinply about
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letting all Al askans have the right to breathe snoke-free indoor
air.

2:28:20 PM

BECKY STOPPA, representing self, Wasilla, Alaska, testified in
support of SB 63. She remarked that she is fortunate enough to
live in a place that has a |ot of voluntary snoke-free workpl ace
pol i ci es.

2:29: 32 PM

BETTY MACTAVI SH, representing self, Kodiak, Al aska, testified in
support of SB 63. She pointed out that there has never been a
vote by citizens of Kodiak on the issue of snoke-free
wor kpl aces. She added that the Kodiak Island Borough Assenbly
did unaninously pass a resolution of support for a snoke-free
Al aska.

2:31:45 PM

SHARON WOLKOFF, representing self, Kodiak, Alaska, testified in
support of SB 63. She set forth that it is inportant to have
cl ean i ndoors.

2:33:22 PM

TERRENCE  ROBBI NS, representing sel f, Ket chi kan, Al aska,
testified in support of SB 63. He recounted the inpact on his
imrediate famly, relatives and friends from tobacco-rel ated
mal adi es.

2: 36: 08 PM

DALE FOX, President and CEQ Al aska Cabaret, Hotel, Restaurant
and Retailers Association (CHARR); Anchorage, Al aska; testified
in opposition of SB 63. He asserted that SB 63 adds bars to the
exi sting snoking bans that are already in place. He pointed out
that there is no snoking on planes, public buildings, hospitals
or the other enunerated l|ocations. He opined that SB 63 is
really about bars. He pointed out that nmany bars have gone non-
snoking as 75 percent of the population does not snoke; this
allows custoners the ability to nake a free choi ce when choosi ng
a snoki ng or non-snoki ng establishnent.

He set forth that CHARR s opposition is sinply based on
econom cs. He opined that nost of the snoking bars that were
forced to go non-snoking |ost custoners, revenue and profit. He
said remarks from advocates who say, "It's good for business" is
sinply not true. He contended that bar owners respond to market
demands by their customers and people should have the choice
whet her  or not to go into a snmoking or non- snoki ng
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establishment. He remarked that he does not see a conpelling
reason for the state to get into the snoking-ban busi ness.

2:38:47 PM

WAYNE CROASQON, representing self, Delta Junction, Al aska
testified in support of SB 63. He remarked that snokers are a
selfish and inconsiderate of the non-snoking public because he
was a snoker 20 years ago. He set forth that secondhand snoke
remai ns the | eadi ng cause of health problens in Anerica.

2:39:39 PM

| SAAC HONELL, representing self, Anchorage, Al aska, testified in
opposition of SB 63. He disclosed that he owns and operates
"Col d Vapes 907" in Anchorage. He set forth that it is premature
to suggest that vaping is unhealthy prior to a national study.
He asked that any reference to vaping be renoved from SB 63.

SENATOR M CCI CHE comrented that vape shops have been renoved
from the bill and that was a result of significant testinony
received on a simlar bill last year. He said although he and
ot hers believe that people in the workplace that are not in vape
shops should have to share vapors from e-cigarettes, vape shops
t hensel ves have been renmoved from bill

2:43: 27 PM

CARMEN LUNDY, nenber; Kodiak-Al aska Cabaret, Hotel, Restaurant
and Retailers Association (CHARR); Kodiak, Alaska; testified
t hat Kodi ak- CHARR opposes SB 63. She set forth that Kodi ak- CHARR
believes strongly that business owners have a right to make
their own choices without federal, state or |ocal governnments
mandating laws that force business owners to go against their
wi shes. She remarked that she cannot understand why it is not
possi ble to conprom se on the issue the way that Kodi ak has. She
said she is proud of the way Kodiak uses conmmopn sense to handl e
the snoking issue. She detailed that Kodiak has 16-non-snoking
establ i shnments and 6-snoking establishnents, giving every adult
free choice. She asserted that punishing snmokers for their own
good is repul sive to basic freedom of choice.

2:45: 15 PM

ERI CK VARGASON, representing self, Anchorage, Alaska, testified
in opposition of SB 63. He asserted that vaping should not be
included in SB 63.

2:47: 10 PM

CLARICE M NGO, representing self, Fairbanks, Alaska, testified
in support of SB 63. She specified that she supported the bill
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because the Fairbanks North Star Borough cannot pass a snoke-
free | aw.

2:47: 54 PM

STEVEN  MAPES, advocat e, Snoke Free Alternatives Tr ade
Associ ation, Kenai, Alaska, testified in opposition of SB 63. He
opined that the bill wll mnmake it inpossible for the vaping
industry to grow in Al aska.

2:51:44 PM

DR JAY BUTLER, Chi ef  Medi cal Oficer and Public Health
Director, Division of Public Health, Al aska Departnent of Health
and Soci al Services, Anchorage, Al aska, testified in support of
SB 63. He addressed studies that have documented the short-term
health effects of secondhand snpke and the benefits of snoke-
free laws. He asserted that snpoke-free laws will |ower nedica

costs as well.

2:54.: 45 PM
SENATOR VON | MHOF asked Dr. Butler to address his thoughts
regardi ng secondhand snoke and how it relates to vaping and e-
ci garettes.

DR. BUTLER replied that there is a lot that is not known about
the health risks from vaping.

2:56: 55 PM
CHAI R W LSON cl osed public testinony.

SENATOR M CClI CHE comment ed on di scussi ons.

As you can inmagine, | have spoken to al nost everyone
on the list in the past. | wll continue to discuss
the issues with them W felt that pulling the vape
shops out was for what we know about vapes right now
was sort of a fair way to deal with this issue right
now, but frankly when |I'm sonewhere with ny children |
don't want them breathing vapes. | have no idea what's
included in those vapors, they can include marijuana
and other sources, even for just what is in the
regul ar nicotine replacenent agent that is in vaping.
| don't want ny children or enployees in Al aska to be
subj ected to those, and that's why we just ask themto
take them outside as well; we hope that the finding is
that it is safer and that it helps people to lead to
not needing the nicotine replacenent that they are
getting through that eventually. But | will also reach
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out to M. Block because multi-famly building owners
are only responsible for the signs and then soneone
snmoking in that space afterward is the person who
woul d receive the conplaint, not the property owner.

W will contact those that certainly have suggestions
if there's anything that can inprove the bill, but I
will tell you that after four years and a significant

anount of support this legislature, we believe it is
in the right form to pass today and hope that's the
case.

2:58: 50 PM
SENATOR d ESSEL comment ed on testinony.

| appreciate all of the folks that called in today.
One of the themes we heard from sone concerned folks
was their rights and even the word "liberty" was used,
and | am certainly an advocate. Governnent's main role
is to protect the liberty and the property of its
citizens, the personal property rights. | turn to
James Madison who wote an essay on the issue of
property rights quite some tine ago, back in the
1700s, and in that essay he articulates that the
ultimate property right is our person. This bill is
not a prohibition on the choice to snoke, but it is a
protection of our person and our property right as
persons to choose what we are exposed to. | do support
the bill, I am a co-sponsor and | appreciate Senator
M cciche bringing it forward.

CHAIR WLSON entertained a notion to nove SB 63 from commi ttee.

3:00:13 PM

SENATOR VON | VHOF noved to report SB 63, [version 30-LS0024\U,
from commttee wth individual recomendations and attached
fiscal note(s).

3:02: 05 PM

CHAIR WLSON announced that w thout objection, SB 63 noved from
Senate Health and Social Services Standing Comrttee.

#

3:02: 13 PM
At ease.

3:03: 15 PM
CHAIR WLSON called the commttee back to order
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3:03: 38 PM
There being no further business to conme before the commttee,
Chair W/Ison adjourned the Health and Social Services Conmittee
at 3:03 p.m
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