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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:30: 22 PM

CHAIR DAVID WLSON called the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Comrittee neeting to order at 1:30 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators G essel, Begich, von Inmhof, and
Chair WIlson. Senator Mccichi arrived during the neeting.

SCR 2- SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH: APRIL 2017

1: 30: 55 PM
CHAI R W LSON announced the consi derati on of SCR 2.

1:31:19 PM
SENATOR KEVIN MEYER, Al aska State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska,
provi ded a sponsor's statenment as foll ows:

SCR 2 would proclaim April 2017 as "Sexual Assault
Awar eness Month;" this is part of a national canpaign
to raise public awareness about sexual assault and
educate comunities and individuals on how to prevent
sexual violence. As you all know, sexual violence is a
serious problemin the state of Al aska, unfortunately;
but, we bring this resolution forward every year and

actually 1've been doing this since 2001. | used to
serve on the [Standing Together Against Rape] (STAR)
Board of Directors when | was on the Anchorage
Assenbly; this is something that | feel strongly

about, not only as a parent with two daughters, but as
an Al askan. W have thought actually about not doing a
resolution every year and putting it in statute and
just making April the sexual assault awareness nonth,
but so nmany fol ks have said it's good to bring this up
every year and just remind folks that we still have a
problem with sexual assault. Probably until sexual
assault awareness goes away M. Chairman, | wll be
bringing this forward every year.
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Again, this is part of a national canpaign to raise
public awareness and also to let folks know that
there's various groups out there that are also trying
to educate on this topic: Alaska s Council on Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assaul t, Al aska Network on
Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault, and STAR

1:33:28 PM

SENATOR MEYER reviewed sexual assault statistics from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Intimte
Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (N SVS) as foll ows:

e 1-in-5 wonen and 1-in-70 nen in the U S. have been victins
of violent sexual assault in their lifetine.

e The 2015 Alaska Victim zation Survey reports that alnost a
third of all adult wonen in Al aska have experienced sexua
vi ol ence.

He summari zed as fol |l ows:

Sexual assault is preventable; it's a social, public,
health, crimnal justice, human rights issue; it's
something we just need to keep bringing out to the
public, educate the public that this is not acceptable
and that there are things to do to report this and to
stop this. So this year, 2017 Sexual Assault Awareness
Mont h focuses on engaging new voices to broaden the
scope of prevention and we hope that SCR 2 will help
to strengthen that effort across our state.

1:34:57 PM
CHAI R W LSON opened public testinmony on SCR 2.

1: 35:12 PM
At ease.

1: 36: 41 PM
CHAIR WLSON called the commttee back to order.

1:37: 03 PM

ALI ZA KAZM, Policy Specialist, A aska Network on Donestic
Vi ol ence and Sexual Assault (ANDVSA), Juneau, Al aska, read a
statenment from ANDVSA in support of SCR 2 as foll ows:

We offer our full support for SCR 2, Sexual Assault

Awar eness Month for April 2017. Qur nenber prograns
and affiliates which are 24-victimservice providers
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from around the state, prioritize intervention and
experiences of sexual assault as well as upstream
vi ol ence prevention efforts; however, Al askans
continue to experience unacceptably high |evels of
sexual assault, as Senator Meyer stated.

The 2015 Alaska Victim zation Survey showed that out
of every 100 adult wonmen who reside in Al aska, 33
experience sexual violence and 50 experience intimate
partner violence, sexual violence or both. Every day
energency service provisions through our menber
agenci es engage as advocates, nedical professionals
and |l aw enforcenment to establish imedi ate safety and
| onger-term support for victinse of sexual assault,
i ncluding through | egal advocacy during prosecution as
wel | as assisting wth accessing basic social
services. Qur nenber agencies continuously strive to
conduct broad and effective outreach, and work in
conjunction with community partners.

In spite of strained resources, our nenber agencies do
everything in their power to serve victins. Prevention
of sexual assault is rooted in educational advocacy.
Evi dence based and conprehensive prevention engages
mul tiple stakeholders to build knowl edge and tools
which in turn enables Alaskans to build conmunity
partnerships around the response to and prevention of
sexual assault, this is critical in dismantling the
cultural normativity of sexual assault as well as the
culture of victim blamng; for exanple, the Network on
Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault has recently
expanded its prevention work focused on youth to
include an enphasis on both teen dating violence as
well as healthy sexuality education alongside sexual
health, this expansion recognizes that nmany teen
relati onships involve sexual intimcy and that youths
need specific tools on how to establish personal
boundaries to pronote healthy rel ati onshi ps.

In an interview conducted for a recent |ead on youth-
summit planning, which is just an annual program that
we do, one teen remarked, "Sexual health is sonething
that is not often discussed among ny peers and | think
it would be pretty cool to start those discussions so
peopl e becone nore confortable around sexual health
however, in order to educate others accurately, | need
to be educated nyself."
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| ndeed, ending sexual assault is a priority not only
for individuals, but also within and anong comunities
t hroughout our state. Victins' service providers
al ways benefit from greater and enhanced community
awar eness and collaboration around this issue. Each
and every Al askan nust be informed and enpowered to
work together to end sexual assault through a
ri gorous, conprehensive and ongoing process of
comuni ty-based intervention and prevention, which we
feel that this bill really highlights.

W are grateful to Senator Meyer and his staff for
proposing the bill and we really urge you to support
it and hel p continue expandi ng awareness and resources
in order to end sexual assault in Al aska.

1:41:11 PM

JAYNE ANDREEN, Interim Executive Director, Alaska' s Council on
Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA), Juneau, Al aska,
testified in support of SCR 2 as foll ows:

The council (CDVSA) as well as the network (ANDVSA)
supports SCR 2 and the whol e concept of sexual assault
awareness nonth; this is sonmething that has been
happening nationally since the 1970s and Al aska, as
you have heard, still ranks highest in the country for
the state's sexual assault rates.

It's inportant to note from our 2015 Al aska
Victim zation Survey that our rates have gone down for
the nunber of wonen who are reporting having been
sexually assaulted in the previous year by over 30
percent. W are nmaking progress, yet Alaska is the
hi ghest in the nation, so anything that we can do to
shed light to this problem to increase the awareness
and prosecutions of these cases of holding offenders
accountable is going to be for the benefit of Al aska
as a whol e.

1:42: 27 PM
CHAI R W LSON cl osed public testinmony on SCR 2.

SENATOR G ESSEL noted that M. Andreen nentioned prosecuting

afterwards, sonething that she agreed wth; however, she asked
Ms. Andreen and Ms. Kazm to share their know edge on the root

SENATE HSS COW TTEE - 5- February 27, 2017



cause of sexual assault and how the Legislature can get to the
actual root of the problem

1:44: 25 PM

M5. KAZM agreed that there definitely needs to be an enphasis
on prevention and response after the fact. She said healthy
sexual ity education and other neasures begi nning when children
are just in the school system needs to be enphasized in addition
to what health relationships |ooks like. She noted that the
council (CDVSA) and network (ANDVSA) have various prograns. She
added that an annual summt invites high school students to hone
on the question of respect and how each student can really be
active in protecting thenselves; but nore inportantly, to foster
the culture of respect.

M5. ANDREEN opined that the root cause really has to do wth
gender roles and people's perceptions. She continued as foll ows:

One of the root elenents of sexual assault is power
and control, it isn't as nuch about the sexua

gratification. So it's inportant to get people to be
thinking from that broader perspective. Both the
council (CDVSA) and the network (ANDVSA) as well as a
nunber of our partners across the state have a whole
conprehensive sort of web of primary prevention
programming that is happening. A lot of it is really
focused on our youth, because we see that as they are
starting to get into, you know, separate from the
famly, getting into their own relationships, that's a
prime time for them to either start to engage in
abusive relationships and or choose not to. Wat |
really like, which M. Kazm was talking about the
whol e | ead-on concept and "Stand Up, Speak Up Al aska"

all of these youth-driven initiatives are youth-Iled

we kind of guide them with the information, but they
are the ones that decide what's the best way to change
their norns, to change their culture, to get others to
engage with them and it's part of this bigger picture
that we have that is noving us forward.

1:47:28 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL noted that she attended the Al aska Federation of
Natives (AFN) convention and young people from one of the
Interior conmmunities did a drama on sexual assault that was
incredibly noving, at the end they said, "This has to stop
because it is destroying us."
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SENATOR G ESSEL stated that she appreciated the resolution. She
pointed out that SCR calls on page 2, lines 16-18, "Coaching
boys into nen." She remarked that there are so many single
parent famlies now where fathers are absent and noted that a
teacher in a rural comunity has taken in several young nmen who
|lost their fathers and raised the boys who are now adults who
understand appropriate relationships. She said the increase in
single parents boils down to the loss of positive nodeling for
the state's young people, but organizations that M. Kazm and
Ms. Andreen noted are trying to do their best at replacing.

She renmarked that another aspect is nental health. She noted
that nental -health providers should be considered and noted that
Anchorage has nental-health providers in their schools. She
di scl osed that she was a clinician in schools around the state
and explained that many tinmes just interacting with the child
allows for perceiving sonmething that has happened to a young
person. She suggested that allowing nental-health services in
school s i s another avenue that can be pursued.

1:48: 34 PM
SENATOR M CCI CHE j oi ned the comm ttee neeting.

CHAIR WLSON added that he is famliar with progranms that can
hel p nmentor and teach young nmales. He said the hardest piece is
providing long-term prevention data; for exanple, mddle-schoo
intervention that plays out in adulthood.

1:50: 55 PM

SENATOR BEG CH disclosed that he is an adult advisor for the
Mayor's Conmi ssion on Youth in Anchorage and was told at a
recent neeting that youth training from Geen Dot Al aska was
denied due to Geen Dot not having appropriate nethodol ogy. He
said his is hopeful that the resolution mght have an inpact on
Green Dot training for youth

He called attention to the 2015 Alaska Victim zation Survey and
asked Ms. Andreen to address the survey's report that the nunber
of wonen reporting sexual assaults is down 30 percent from the
previ ous year and the primary reason for the reduction.

M5. ANDREEN replied that CDVSA' s belief is the reduction is from
conprehensi ve prevention progranm ng that started 10 years ago.
She noted that during the same tine franme the | evel of reporting
sexual assault has gone up, which she believes is a positive.

1: 53: 06 PM
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SENATOR BEGQ CH asked to confirm that even though reporting is
up, the reduction in the nunber of incidents being reported
represents an even greater change.

M5. ANDREEN replied that Senator Begich's assunption is
appropriate. She said CDVSA thinks that because people are
becom ng nore aware of donmestic violence and sexual assault,
nore victims are comng forward with a report; however, the
crime is probably one with the | owest conviction rate.

CHAIR WLSON added that a lot of what M. Andreen nentioned has
to do with some of the newer prograns |ike Sexual Assault
Response Team ( SART) bei ng devel oped statew de. He conceded that
the SART program takes a lot of funding to operating, but noted
that a lot of comunities have beconme nore creative in funding
their own services. He set forth that activity awareness of
progranms like SART is up and noted that the SART program in the
Mat - Su has doubled in the past year.

1:55:26 PM
CHAIR WLSON [held SCR 2 in comittee.]

1:55:32 PM

There being no further business to cone before the committee,
Chair WIson adjourned the Senate Health and Social Services
Commttee at 1:55 p. m
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