30TH ALASKA STATE LEGQ SLATURE
FI RST SESSI ON
CONFERENCE COWM TTEE ON HB57 and HB59
June 8, 2017
11: 01 a. m

11: 01: 09 AM

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Seaton called the Conference Conmittee neeting on
HB57 and HB59 to order at 11:01 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT:

House:

Represent ati ve Paul Seaton, Chair
Representative Neil Foster
Representative Lance Pruitt

Senat e:

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Vice-Chair
Senat or Anna MacKi nnon

Senat or Donny O son

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT:

David Teal, Di rector, Legislative Finance Division;
Representative Davi d East man; Representative Scot t
Kawasaki ; Representative Dave Talerico; Representati ve

Steve Thonpson; Representative Cathy Tilton; Representative
Tamm e W1 son;

SUMVARY

HB 57 APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS
HB 57 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

HB 59 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET
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HB 59 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

#HB57
#HB59
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 57(FIN an(brf sup maj fld)(efd fld)

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnment and for
certain progr ans; capi tali zing f unds; repeal i ng
appropriations; and making supplenmental appropriations
and reappropriations.”

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 57(FIN) am S

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnment and for
certain progr ans; capitali zing f unds; repeal i ng
appropriations; making suppl enental appropriations and
reappropriations; meking appropriations under art. |X
sec. 17(c), Constitution of the State of Al aska, from
the constitutional budget reserve fund; and providing
for an effective date.”

and

CS FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 59(FI N

"An Act neking appropriations for the operating and
capi tal expenses of t he state's i nt egrated
conprehensi ve nental health program and providing for
an effective date."

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 59(FIN)

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
capi tal expenses of t he state's i nt egrated
conprehensive nental health program and providing for
an effective date."

11: 01: 43 AM

Co-Chair Seaton invited David Teal, Drector of the
Legislative Finance Division to join legislators at the
table. He reported that the conference commttee would be
addressing open itens in HB 57 and HB 59 based on the
notion sheets distributed to nenbers earlier in the day
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dated June 8th on the Departnment of Corrections (DOC) and
t he Departnent of Law (LAW.

Senator Hoffman MOVED to ADOPT the following in the
Departnment of Correction’s budget:

l[tem 1 Senat e
Representative Pruitt OBJECTED.

Co-Chair Seaton indicated the commttee would address the
objection itemuntil the end of the itens.

Vi ce- Chai r Hof f man conti nued:
[tem 2 Senat e
Representative Pruitt OBJECTED.

Co-Chair Seaton relayed that the commttee would address
the itemat the end.

Co- Chai r Hof f man conti nued:

ltem 3 House

ltem 4 House

ltem5 House

ltem 6 House for both |ines
ltem 7 Senate for both |ines

Co-Chair Seaton indicated Iltems 2, 3, 4, 5 6, and 7 were
ADOPTED. [Item 2 had an objection and Co-Chair Seaton
addresses the error below. He invited Representative
Pruitt to speak to his objection.

Representative Pruitt spoke to his objection. One of the
concerns his caucus had was because the item would add a
di vision planner position, He thought the discussion took
pl ace in subcommttee for DOC. There had been concern with
addi ng the position.

Co-Chair Hoffman responded that the senate added the
position, which was funded by designated statutory
recei pts. The planner would assist the departnment wth
i dentifying and addr essi ng justice reform i ssues
particularly those that spanned several divisions wthin
DOC as well as coordinating between the state and | ocal
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st akehol ders. He believed that the position was justified
since it was funded through designated receipts.

Co-Chair Seaton relayed that the commttee would take an
‘at ease' to discuss the itemfurther.

11: 04: 38 AM
AT EASE

11: 09: 50 AM
RECONVEYNED

Co-Chair Seaton RESCINDED his notion for restatenent
pur poses regarding the itens the commttee adopted.

There being NO OBJECTIQON, it was so ordered.

Co-Chair Seaton restated the notion that Itens 3, 4, 5, 6,
and 7 were not objected to and woul d be adopt ed.

Co- Chair Hof frman MOVED to ADOPT Item 1-Senate.
Representative Pruitt OBJECTED.

Co-Chair Hoffrman explained that a letter was passed out to
cormmittee nmenbers from Senator Coghill (copy on file)
regarding the authority to receive statutory designated
program recei pts of $175 thousand, which he had expl ained
earlier. The letter was back-up to his explanati on.
Representative Pruitt MAI NTAINED his OBJECTI ON.

Aroll call vote was taken on the notion.

I N FAVOR: MacKi nnon, Foster, O son, Hoffnmann, Seaton
OPPOSED:  Pruitt

The MOTION to ADOPT Item 1-Senate PASSED (House: 2/1 -
Senate: 3/0).

11:11: 42 AM

Co-Chair Hoffman MOVED to ADOPT |tem 2-Senat e.

Representative Pruitt spoke to his objection to Item 2.
Adopting the senate's version wuld nmaintain four
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positions. There had been a conversation about the itemin
the House Finance Subconmmittee. It was determined after
vetting the item that the four positions wuld not be
accepted. The objections from nenbers of his caucus
remai ned.

Co- Chair Hoffrman explained that the information technol ogy
(IT) positions would be instrunental in extracting the nost
potential savings having to do with SB 91 [The omi bus
crime bill adopted in 2016], a critical pi ece of
| egi sl ati on adopted by both bodi es.

11:13: 06 AM
AT EASE

11:17:44 AM
RECONVENED

Co-Chair Seaton asked M. Teal to explain the justification
for the positions in Item 2 of the conference-able itens in
DOC.

DAVID TEAL, Dl RECTOR, LEG SLATI VE FINANCE DI VI SI ON,
explained that the four positions were in the Palner
Correctional Center. Wth the closure of that facility,
they were transferred to the IT section. The positions were
no longer correctional officer positions but rather they
were | T positions. They were needed to do a nunber of
projects having to do with prison reforns that acconpanied
SB 91. The departnent felt the positions were essential to
its I T systens.

Representative Pruitt asked if there had been reductions in
DOC. He renenbered part of the discussion on SB 91 about
savings resulting from not having as many people in prison
as well as shutting down one of the prisons. He was aware
of the opening of Meadow Creek at Highland Correctiona
Facility. He asked if there had been other reductions in
DOC personnel in the previous year.

M. Teal suggested taking a recess. He commented that there
had been reductions but he did not know if all of them were
associated with SB 91, or whether there were other
reductions. He could not fully answer the question.

11: 20: 03 AM
AT EASE
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11:22: 40 AM
RECONVENED

Co-Chair Seaton asked M. Teal to provide an explanation.

M. Teal responded that the governor's budget had been
reduced by approximately $18 mllion. However, the net
(because there was a $6.9 mllion anobunt added back for
pre-trial) was a reduction of $11 million for DOC in FY 18.

Representative Pruitt appreciated the answer to his
guestion. At the break, he found out about the discussion
during the subcommttee process. The reason the anendnent
had been brought forward and accepted was that DOC coul d
not explain why they were not currently using the noney. He
thanked the commttee for the wllingness to have the
conversati on.

Representative Pruitt MAI NTAINED his OBJECTI ON.
Aroll call vote was taken on the noti on.

I N FAVOR: d son, Foster, MucKi nnon, Seaton, Hoffnan
OPPCSED: Pruitt

The MOTION to ADOPT Item 2-Senate PASSED (House: 2/1 -
Senate: 3/0).

Co-Chair Seaton indicated that the action <closed the
conference-able itens in the Departnment of Corrections.

11: 24: 47 AM

Senator Hoffmann MOVED to ADOPT the following in the
Departnment of Law s budget:

ltem 1 House m nus $81, 400 for a new total of
$244,200. This funds the positions at 75% in
recognition that the positions would not be
filled on July 1.

[tem 2 Senat e
[tem 3 House
ltem 4 House

Senator O son requested an "at ease.”
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11: 25: 25 AM
AT EASE

11: 25: 42 AM
RECONVENED

There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

Co-Chair Seaton indicated that the action closed the
conference-able itens in the Departnent of Law

Co- Chair Seaton conveyed that the next Conference Conmittee
neeting would be held on Friday, June 9, 2017, at 11:30
a.m The commttee would be taking up the conference-able
itens in the Departnent of MIlitary and Veterans Affairs,
the Departnent of Public Safety, the Departnent of Revenue,
the Executive Branch-w de Appropriations, and Judiciary.
The neeting informati on was avail abl e on BASI S.

HB 57 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

HB 59 was HEARD and HELD in comrittee for further
consi derati on.

#
ADJ OURNVENT

11: 26: 34 AM

The neeting was adjourned at 11:26 a.m
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