SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
March 17, 2017
1:31 p.m

1: 31: 48 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Hoffman called the Senate Finance Commttee
nmeeting to order at 1:31 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man, Co- Chair
Senator Cick Bishop, Vice-Chair
Senat or M ke Dunl eavy

Senator Peter M cciche

Senat or Donny O son

Senat or Nat asha von | mhof

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senat or Anna MacKi nnon, Co-Chair

ALSO PRESENT

Greg Pugh, Self, Mat-Su; Jasmine Lerem a, Self, Petersburg;
John Sonin, Self, Juneau; Kaytlyn Kelly, Self, Palner;
Kyrstyn Kelly, Self, Palner; Senator Pete Kelly.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Deb  Trobridge, Pre-K, None; Doug Walrath, Di rector,
Nort hwestern Al aska Career and Technical Center (NACTEQ),
None; Krystal Hensley, Pre-Kindergarten, None; Beverly
Hof f man, PBS/ Self, Bethel; Kathy Hanson, Self, Bethel; John
Active, Self, Bethel; Adrian Wgner, Self, Bethel; Matt
Scott, Self/YKHC, Bethel; Elizabeth Tressler, Self/YKHC
Bet hel ; Jean Sinon, KYUK, Bethel; Brian Lefferts, Self,
Bethel; Carlton Kuhns, Assistant Superintendent, Bet hel
Regional H gh School - Lower-Kuskokwim School District;
Barbara Angai ak, Self, Bethel; Mary Wiss, Self, Bethel,;
Mar k Marrow, Conmunity Menber, Unal aska; Ashley Crowe, Pre-
Ki ndergarten, Nonme; Crystal Taxac, Early Chil dhood/Pre-
Ki ndergarten, None; Kelly Bogart, Head Start, None; Mary
Nanuwak, Self, Bethel; Dave Cannon, Self, Aniak; Paul
Kendal |, Self, Anchorage; Katie Ellanna, Head Start, None;



El i zabet h Kor enek-Johnson, Parent & Teacher, Nome; Lindsay
Johnson, Student, None; Ed Martin, Self, Cooper Landing;
Mar k Roseberry, North Sl ope Borough School District,
Barrow, Mchael |. Jeffery, Self, Barrow, Mke Shults,
Resident, Barrow, Erin Hollingsworth, Self, Barrow, Linda
Payton, KBRW Barrow, Gary MDonald, Self, Anchorage;
Cheryl Hunne, Self, Barrow, Any Purevsuren, Self, Unal aska;
Hel en Simmonds, Menber, Key Coalition, Barrow, Jeanie
Arnold, Self, Wangell; Patrick WMyer, Wangell Public
School s Superintendent, Wangell; Janalee Gage, Sel f,
Ket chi kan; Valerie Brooks, Self, Ketchikan; Gmen MDonal d,
Self, Ketchikan; Sheila Mller, Self, Ketchikan; Terri
Robbi ns, Self, Ket chi kan; Janice \Wal ker, KRBD radi o,
Ket chi kan; Ed Zastrow, Menber, AARP, Ketchikan; Brenda
Loughman, Sel f, Ket chi kan; Josef Qui t sl and, Sel f,
Petersburg; Craig Oson, Self, Petersburg; Erin Mchael,
Self, Petersburg; WMarilyn Menish-Mucci, Self, Petersburg;
Rexanne Stafford, Self, Petersburg; Chelsea Trenblay, Self,
Petersburg; Joe Stratman, Self, Petersburg; Oin Pierson,
Self, Petersburg; Bennett MGath, Self, Petersburg; Nola

Wal ker, Self, Wangell; Peggy Cowan, North Slope Borough
School District, Anchorage; Bob Fassino, Self, Wasilla;
Brian Merritt, Wangell School Teacher, Wangell; Pete

Hoepfner, Cordova School District, Corodva; Mary Anne
Bi shop, self, Corodva; Barb Jewel, Cordova School District,
Cordova; Kris Johnston, Self, Cordova; Theresa G I espie,
Self, Cordova; Janet Johnson, Self, Cordova; Sam Skaggs,
Self, Sitka; Mary Wgner, Superintendent, Sitka School
District, Sitka; Bob Purvis, Self, Sitka, Emett WIIiams,
Self, Sitka; Kenley Jackson, Self, Sitka; Mrk Gorman,
Muni ci pal Admnistrator, Cty and Borough of Sitka, Sitka;

Laurie Hood, Self, Sitka; John Dull, Self, Sitka;, Kim
M chaud, President, Valdez Imagination Library Board,
Val dez; Lily Herwald, Self, Sitka; Karl Becker, self,
Cor dova; Mar y McMahon, Al aska Counci | of School

Adm ni strators, Palner; Steve St. dair, Self, WMt-Suy;
Li nda Conover, Best Begi nnings/|magination Library, WMat-Su;
Robin Mnard, Mat-Su Health Foundation, Mat-Su; Luke Fulp,
Mat - Su  Borough school District, Mtsu; Garvan Bucaria,
Self, Mat-Su; Beth Fread, Self, Matsu; Mchael Wst, AK
Eart hquake Center, Fairbanks; Cheryl Kilgore, Interior
Community Health Center, Fairbanks; Rebecca Racenet, Self,
Wasilla; Jeanette Guasto, National Aliance on Mntal
Il ness, Fairbanks; Pam Goode, Self, Rural Deltana; Vanessa
Liston, Self, WMatsu; Kerry Boyd, Yukon Koyukuk School
District, Fairbanks; Don Gay, Self, Fairbanks; Karen
Taber, Fairbanks Wl |l ness Coalition, Fairbanks.
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SUMVARY
SB 22 APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS

SB 22 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

SB 24 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET

SB 24 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

Co-Chair Hoffman indicated that the conmttee would be
hearing public testinmony on the operating budget and the
mental health budget, SB 22 and SB 24. He pointed out that
what was printed online for the education conponent did not
include the targeted 5 percent cut that the Senate was
contenplating in the education budget. He wanted to make
sure people were aware that the issue would be addressed by
the Senate prior to heading to the floor. He requested that
individuals limt their testinony to two mnutes. He listed
the times and correlating cities from which the comittee
woul d be hearing public testinmony for the day.

#sb22
#sb24
SENATE BILL NO. 22

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnment and for

certain progr ans; capitali zing f unds; anendi ng
appropri ations; repeal i ng appropri ations; maki ng
suppl enental appropriations and reappropriations, and
maki ng appropriations wunder art. [IX, sec. 17(c),

Constitution of the State of Alaska, from the
constitutional budget reserve fund; and providing for
an effective date.™

SENATE BI LL NO. 24

"An Act meking appropriations for the operating and
capi tal expenses of t he state's i nt egrated
conprehensi ve nmental health program and providing for
an effective date."

APublic Testinony: Bethel, Nonme, Kotzebue, Unal aska
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1: 33: 48 PM

DEB TROBRIDGE, PRE-K, NOVE (via teleconference), spoke in
support of Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) funding. She was a
foster <care parent and relayed her experience wth
provi di ng consistency and stability through the Head Start
program which was funded with Pre-K nonies. She clained
the success of the program benefiting the foster children
in her care. Foster children that were able to return to
their parents or were placed into a new hone were able to
continue in the Head Start Program She reported that the
Head Start Program also supported famlies in nmaking sure
their children's well child exans and immunizations were
done. Kids in the entire region benefited fromthe program
She nmentioned the partnership between None Public School
and the Head Start Program - None Public School provided
certified teachers in the Head Start classroons in None and
the community preschool. She reported that due to the
partnership 80 <children in None benefited from Pre-K
funding. She listed a nunber of villages where Head Start
classroons were fully staffed. She asked the finance
committee to consider how it could neet the obligation to
neet the needs of the children and famlies in the Bering
Straits Region.

1: 36: 30 PM

DOUG WALRATH, DI RECTOR, NORTHWESTERN ALASKA CAREER AND
TECHNI CAL CENTER (NACTEC), NOWE (via tel econference), spoke
in supporting funding for the None Youth Facility and Pre-
K. He agreed that every dollar spent resulted in $4 to $6
savings in the future. He thought mking cuts to the
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (DEED) woul d
seemingly require a greater investnent in the Division of
Juveni |l e Justice. However, the None Youth Facility funding
in the budget was not enough to deliver essential services.
As a result, juvenile offenders would be sent out of the
region. He spoke of NACTEC collaborating with the None
Youth Facility to deliver wvocational training prograns
since 2010. The vocational center had repurposed heavy
equi pnrent sinmulators to the youth facility for onsite
training. He nentioned keeping None Youth offenders in the
region in order for them to participate in vocational
training as a neans of renediation. He was willing to pay
an individual inconme tax to keep Pre-K progranms so |ess
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funding would be needed for juvenile justice prograns in
t he future.

1:39: 06 PM
KRYSTAL HENSLEY, PRE- KI NDERGARTEN, NOVE (via
tel econference), spoke in support of the Head Start

Program She worked for Head Start and her daughter
attended the program Her daughter greatly benefited from
the program as she had inproved her speech because of
attending. She suggested that the program benefited many
children. She urged committee nenber support.

1:41: 28 PM

BEVERLY HOFFMAN, PBS/ SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference),
spoke in support of public broadcasting. She indicated that
publ i c broadcasting remained vital to keeping in touch. She
urged | eaders not to forget those people that needed public
broadcasting. She supported a statewde incone tax and
asked the conmttee not to cap the Permanent Fund Divi dend
( PFD) .

1: 43: 24 PM

KATHY HANSON, SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference), urged
menbers to support public broadcasting. She provided
exanples of the benefits of the service including
broadcasting essential enmergency information. She spoke of
funding provided by the region. She would gladly pay an
i nconme t ax.

1: 45: 15 PM

JOHN ACTIVE, SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference), spoke in
opposition to the proposed cuts to public broadcasting. He
wanted to see the excellent services provided by public
broadcasting. He indicated it was one of the only nmeans of
stayi ng connected. He spoke to the benefits of the service.
He thought further cuts to the service would be
detrinental. He nentioned the fact that public broadcasting
was provided in both Yupik and English. He spoke to
addi tional benefits of the service.

1: 48: 52 PM

Senat e Fi nance Comm ttee 5 03/17/17 1:31 P. M



ADRI AN WAGNER, SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference), spoke
agai nst additional cuts to public broadcasting. He thought
the service to rural Alaska was inperative. He provided his
background in public radio. He thought public broadcasting
was the one thing the legislature should keep in the
budget .

1: 50: 39 PM

MATT  SCOITT, SELF/ YKHC, BETHEL (via teleconference),
advocat ed agai nst cuts to educati on and public
broadcasting. He thanked the committee for hearing his
t esti nony.

1:52:11 PM

ELI ZABETH TRESSLER, SELF/ YKHC, BETHEL (via tel econference),
spoke in support of public broadcasting. She provided her
background information. She relayed that public radio was
used to reach listeners about diabetes. She relayed that
the region had approximately 700 individuals diagnosed with
di abetes and over 1000 individuals diagnosed with pre-
di abetes. She suggested that losing public radio would
i mpai r Yukon- Kuskokwi m Health Center being able to provide
informati on about diabetes managenent and prevention. She
asked the conmittee to consider continuing to provide
funding for public broadcasting. She thanked the comm ttee.

1:54: 00 PM

JEAN SIMON, KYUK, BETHEL (via teleconference), spoke in
support of public broadcasting. She was a |lifelong resident
of Bethel. She urged nenbers not to cut public radio
because it was vital to the region to be able to access
public information.

1:55: 31 PM

BRI AN LEFFERTS, SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference), spoke
against further cuts to public broadcasting. He relied on
public radio for local and statewi de news and information

The local radio stations played a critical role in the
region's comunities. They played |ocal basketball ganes,
aired city council nmeetings, and hosted public foruns to
di scuss inportant issues. He added that community nenbers
relied on public radio for news and information. He spoke
to additional advantages of the service and thanked the
conmttee for the opportunity to speak.
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1:56: 57 PM

CARLTON KUHNS, ASSI STANT SUPERI NTENDENT, BETHEL REG ONAL
HGH SCcHOOL - LOVER- KUSKOKWM SCHOOL DISTRICT (via
tel econference), spoke in support of public education. He
had been an educator in the region since 1979 and had seen
funding for public education ebb and flow over the years

He had concerns wth the state's current situation. He
encouraged further consideration in generating additional

revenue streans as opposed to naking the budget balance
through cuts. He relayed that the Lower-Kuskokwi m School

District was the largest of the Regional Educational

Attendance Areas (REAAs) in the state. The school district
served over 4000 K-12 students. He nentioned nmany of the
chal l enges of the district. He spoke of travel costs. He
reported that a recent roundtrip from Bethel to Platinum
cost $500. The district was a major enployer in the area

He encouraged nenbers to consider additional education
fundi ng. He thanked the commttee.

1: 59: 52 PM

BARBARA ANGAI AK, SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference), spoke
against additional <cuts to public education. She was
nervous to hear of another 5 percent decrease to education
funding which she thought would likely result in the
closure of certain schools. She nentioned being willing to
pay a state incone tax. She thanked the conmttee.

2:02: 07 PM

MARY WEISS, SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference), spoke in
opposition to cuts to education and to the public nursing
program She noted wanting |eadership in dealing with the
federal government. She suggested that not only was the
state legislature threatening to gut Al aska's way of Ilife,
the federal governnent was al so making the sanme threat. She
hoped the legislature would help to protect Al askans from
t hose threats.

2:03: 35 PM

MARK MARROW COVMUNI TY MEMBER, UNALASKA (via
tel econference), spoke in support of public broadcasting.
He rel ayed the inportance of the service provided. He urged
menbers to fund public broadcasting.
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2:05: 01 PM

ASHLEY CROWE, PRE-KI NDERGARTEN, NOME (via teleconference),
spoke in support of the Head Start program and other Pre-K
prograns. She thanked the comm ttee.

2: 06: 43 PM

CRYSTAL TAXAC, EARLY CHI LDHOOD/ PRE- KI NDERGARTEN, NOMVE (Vi a
tel econference), spoke in opposition of cuts to Pre-K
programnms. She wi shed the conmttee well.

2:07: 24 PM

KELLY BOGART, HEAD START, NOVE (via teleconference), urged
menbers to support the Head Start Program She saw the
benefits of the program which helped her to decide to
pursue her degree in child devel opnent and famly studies.
She spoke of her daughter attending Head Start and the
benefits she was currently receiving. The inpact of Pre-K
education on her child was amazing. There were no other
progranms for early childhood education in the region. She
al so spoke of the benefits of being able to attend school
hersel f while her daughter was in school.

2:09:42 PM

MARY NANUWAK, SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference), nentioned
only 30 days being left in the legislative session. She
spoke in favor of public radio and urged nenbers to fund
the service. She also spoke of the alcoholism and sexual
assault in her region. She supported addiction assistance
and public broadcasting. She thanked the commttee.

2:15: 04 PM

DAVE CANNON, SELF, AN AK (via teleconference), expressed
his concerns with the potential |oss of funding for public
radio. He spoke of the benefits received by having public
radio. He was concerned about the runway being noved in
Ani ak and thought there were better ways to spend the
funding earmarked for that project. He thanked the
conmittee.

2:16:50 PM

Senat e Fi nance Comm ttee 8 03/17/17 1:31 P. M



PAUL KENDALL, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of a 90-day congress in Anchorage. He discussed
what he thought were the five nobst essential services
including electricity, wat er, trash, sewer, and the
internet. He thought everything else was an anenity or a
want. He thought there needed to be only one account
payabl e agency. He felt that a |arge percent of governnent
enpl oyees | acked responsibility. He also asserted that the
governor stole the people's noney. He revealed several
ot her  conpl ai nts. He thought the legislature should
consider the possibility of noving into the BP building in
Anchorage. He thanked the comrittee for the opportunity to
testify.

2:21:02 PM

KATI E ELLANNA, HEAD START, NOME (via teleconference), spoke
in support of the Head Start program She had 5 children
who received many of the services provided by Head Start
and it was very nuch needed.

2:22: 08 PM

ELI ZABETH KORENEK- JOHNSON, PARENT & TEACHER, NOVE (via
tel econference), spoke in support of fully funding Pre-K
Par ent s- As- Teachers, and the Best Begi nnings programs. She
menti oned many of the benefits students received. She urged
menbers to support early education funding.

2:23:41 PM

LI NDSAY JOHNSQON, STUDENT, NOVE (via teleconference), spoke
to the benefits of reading. She was a resident of None and
was 9 years old. She talked about using the inmagination
library, which helped her begin reading. She thought
reading was inportant in helping kids learn. She thanked
the conmittee.

2:25: 01 PM

ED MARTIN, SELF, COOPER LANDING (via teleconference),
t hought governnent was inflated. He opposed the size of the
budget and thought the |legislature should make needed
reductions. He opposed the use of the Pernmanent Fund. He
al so opposed incone taxes. He encouraged the further
devel opnment of Alaska's resources. He urged nenbers to
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create new wealth. He thanked the commttee for the
opportunity to testify.

2:28:43 PM

MARK ROSEBERRY, NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BARROW
(via teleconference), reported he had been working on a
residential learning center with a residential program that

al l oned students from villages to take career courses and
certification courses that were not available in their

vill ages. He requested that the Departnent of Education and
Early Devel opnent-approved program be added to the
education budget. He relayed the inportance of the program

The graduation rate in the region was 54 percent in the
prior year - much lower than districts in the Northwest

with residential prograns |ike NACTEC and Star of the
North. He <continued to provide details regarding his

funding request. He thanked nenbers for taking the tine to
l'isten.

2:31:26 PM

MCHAEL |. JEFFERY, SELF, BARROW (via teleconference),
spoke in support of public broadcasting. He nentioned the
benefits of the service. He also urged continued support
for the Ofice of Children's Services (OCS). He noted that
the services provided by OCS helped to reduce recidivism
He was wlling to pay an incone tax and have a reduced
di vidend. He urged the passing of a full fiscal plan.

2: 35: 07 PM

M KE SHULTS, RESIDENT, BARROW (via teleconference), voiced
his support for public radio. The service provided a
pl ethora of benefits. He nentioned that public radio was
the only way for certain types of information to be
di spersed. It was an essential part of the community.
Everyone benefited from public radio. He would hate to see
fundi ng be slashed. He thanked the commttee.

2:37:36 PM

ERIN HOLLI NGSWORTH, SELF, BARROW (via teleconference),
spoke in favor of public broadcasting. There were not many
options to get the word out about various announcenents.
She al so spoke in favor of the Online with Libraries (OA)
program She also advocated in favor of early education
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funding and urged nenbers to fund Meals on Weels. She
t hanked the comm ttee.

2:39:58 PM

LI NDA PAYTON, KBRW BARROW (via teleconference), supported
public broadcasting. She thought village comunication was
crucial to the comunity. She spoke of having to rely on
batteries when the power went out. She asked nenbers to
fund public radio. She thanked nenbers for their
consi der ati on.

2:41:45 PM

GARY  MCDONALD, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
opposed cuts to public radio. He thought the services was
critical in rural Alaska. He recommended giving people
additional time to testify.

Co-Chair Hoffman noted that witten testinony was another
venue for the people to nake their w shes known.

2:43: 07 PM

CHERYL HUNNE, SELF, BARROW (via teleconference), spoke in
favor of early childhood education including Parent-As-
Teachers, Best Begi nnings and other prograns. She nentioned
many benefits. She thanked commttee nenbers for their
time..

2:45: 08 PM

AMY  PUREVSUREN, SELF, UNALASKA (via teleconference),
opposed cuts to public broadcasting. She believed nmany
folks relied exclusively on public radio. She thanked
menbers for the opportunity to testify.

Co-Chair Hoffman indicated there were no other people
online to testify. The commttee would stand "at ease"
until 3:15 PM

2:46: 53 PM
AT EASE

3:16: 21 PM
RECONVENED
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APublic Testinony: Barrow, Tok, Delta Junction

3:16: 49 PM

HELEN  SI MMONDS, MEMBER, KEY  CQOALI TI ON, BARROW (via
tel econference), spoke in support of the day services
funding, and nmental health increment noney. She shared that
her ol dest son received the benefits of the day services
funding. She remarked that her son was able to conplete
school, because of the services he received starting at age
17. She expressed support of funding for education, and
shared that the alternative school was inportant for the
community of Barrow. She shared that her sons were
successful thanks to the day services program

APublic Testinony: Ketchikan, Wangell, Petersburg

GREG PUGH, SELF, MAT-SU, spoke in support of further cuts
to the budget. He felt that the governnment was not able to
provi de benefits for everyone. He did not believe that the
state could sustain the current |evel of spending. He spoke
agai nst taxes, because he did not want his daughters to pay
taxes. He stressed that there were nmany areas wthin the
bill that could be cut. He felt that there should be a
focus on the constitutionally mandated progranms, rather
than entitl enent prograns.

Co- Chai r Hof f man handed the gavel to Vice-Chair Bishop.

3:24: 05 PM

JASM NE LEREM A, SELF, PETERSBURG testified in support of
funding for education. She stressed that the children would
eventually be the |eaders of the state and country. She
hoped that the Ilegislature would I|imt the cuts, and
testified in support of new revenue such as taxes.

3:25:59 PM

JEANI E ARNOLD, SELF, WRANGELL (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
She stressed that public radio was essential 1in her
comunity, because it provided nmuch needed comunity and
enmer gency i nformation.

3:27:01 PM
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PATRI CK MAYER, WRANGELL PUBLIC SCHOOLS SUPERI NTENDENT,
WRANGELL (via teleconference), testified in support of
funding for education. He spoke against the proposed
reduction in the Base Student Allocation (BSA). He stated
that the cut would result in a reduction of two teaching
positions.

3:29:11 PM

JANALEE GAGE, SELF, KETCH KAN (via teleconference), spoke
in support of prograns such as treatnment and addiction
support services. She shared that she becane disabled, and
relied on services to assist her. She shared that she was
able to recover quickly in her home thanks to the assisted
living services.

3:32:49 PM

VALERI E BROOKS, SELF, KETCH KAN (via tel econference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
and funding for education. She stated that she was a
reading specialist in an elenmentary school in Ketchikan,
and remarked that the budget restrictions in the districts
were a direct result of the reduced state budget. She felt
that it was essential that the state do the best to provide
reliable education funding to provide optiml |earning
environments for the state's students.

3:34:49 PM

GWNEN MCDONALD, SELF, KETCHI KAN (via tel econference), spoke
in support of funding for independent |earning centers. She
stated that Southeast Al aska Assisted Learning had afforded
her enpl oynment opportunities to allow her to contribute to
her comunity. She was able to reclaim her independence
thanks to the transportation provided by assisted |iving

She stressed that cutting the program would be detrinenta

to the residents of the state.

3:36:34 PM

SHEI LA M LLER, SELF, KETCHI KAN (via tel econference), urged
the committee to restore funding for public broadcasting
She stressed that the cuts to public radio would cause a
| oss of energency alert services. She stated that there
woul d be an additional |oss of other funding sources.
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3:37:45 PM

TERRI ROBBI NS, SELF, KETCH KAN (via tel econference), urged
the committee to restore funding for public broadcasting
She remarked that there were many essential progranm ng
i ncluding news, weather, energency, and local community

information. She stressed that there was a quality of life
that was nade possible by public broadcasting. She stressed
that there was isolation in many comunities that limted

the opportunity to comrunicate and participate; but public
broadcasti ng provided that connection to the world.

3:39:37 PM

JANI CE WALKER, KRBD RADI O, KETCHI KAN (via teleconference)

urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting. She stressed that the public radio provided
many essential progranms and weather information. She added
that the public radio also provided energency information

She stated that the public radio was the |ocal provider for
energency alerts. She remarked that the staff at the public
radio station was already frugal, and volunteered many
unpaid hours for the fundraising events. She stressed that
the cut would drop the local station below the anount
needed for the federal match

3:42:15 PM

ED ZASTROW MEMBER, AARP, KETCH KAN (via teleconference),
spoke in support of regional funding for comunity broad-
based support prograns. He stated that the prograns
i ncluded volunteer caregivers. He also urged the conmttee
to restore funding for public broadcasting.

3:43: 09 PM

BRENDA LOUGHMAN, SELF, KETCH KAN (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting. She stated that she had a business that
supported the blind and those with low vision. She felt
that public radio was a lifeline for many people in the
state.

3:43:59 PM

JOSEF QUI TSLAND, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
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broadcasting. He remarked that he was able to watch the
commttee neeting because of public broadcasting. He
remar ked that he would be ignorant or be required to turn
to Fox News without public radio. He renmarked that | osing
funding for public radio would have a trickledowm effect.
He al so spoke in support of funding for the marine highway.
He stated the marine highway had nmany beneficiaries beyond
t he residents of Southeast Al aska. He al so spoke in support
of diverse funding structures.

3:46:35 PM

CRAI G OLSON, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting,
and arts prograns. He stated that public radio had absorbed
the recent cuts, and felt that further cuts would result in
a loss of federal funding. He felt that the public radio
provided jobs to the comunity. He remarked that the |oss
of public radio wuld result in a great |oss of
information. He explained that the communities in Al aska
had the highest Ilevel of support of any state in the
country.

3:48:46 PM

ERIN M CHAEL, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funding for public health nursing. She
explained that the public health nursing provided various
forms of screening, famly planning services, and know edge
for the current opioid addiction problemin the state. She
stressed that public health nursing provided a nuch needed
service to the state. She also urged the comittee to
restore funding for public broadcasting.

3:50: 39 PM
MARI LYN MENI SH MEUCCI SELF, PETERSBURG (via
t el econference), spoke in support of Pre- K, Best

Begi nnings, Departnment of Health and Social Services,
Al aska Marine H ghway, and urged the conmittee to restore
funding for public broadcasting. She felt that the
commttee should severely cut the oil and gas tax credit,
use a portion of the PFD, and a statew de incone tax.

3:52:21 PM
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REXANNE STAFFORD, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting and the Al aska Marine H ghway System She felt
that the public radio was inperative to providing
informati on about ener genci es. She stated that her
comunity relied on the ferry system She stated that wonen
could not give birth in Petersburg anynore, so the ferry
system was essential. She also spoke in support of the
state incone tax.

3:54:20 PM

CHELSEA TREMBLAY, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting; public health programs; and public schools.
She spoke against the oil and gas tax credits. She urged
support of a state incone tax.

3:55:39 PM

JOE STRATMAN, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
He felt that public radio was an integral part of his
community. He stated that the energency alert system was
effectively used to warn the public of severe weather,
nat ural disasters, escaped crimnals, child abductions, and
ot her emergencies. He stressed that public radio was an
essential elenent to the health and safety of Alaskans. He
al so voi ced support of a state incone tax.

3:57:21 PM

ORI N PI ERSON, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting.
He felt that the cuts to public radio station would shut
down the Petersburg radio station. He shared the public
radio station was run by many volunteers. He felt that
public radio was a daily utility in small comunities in
the state. He shared that the residents were told to |listen
to the radio in times of energency.

3:59:11 PM

BENNETT MCGRATH, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting, public health nursing, and the Alaska Marine
H ghway System She also spoke in support of taxes. She
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remarked that public radio was essential in conmunities
that did not have internet.

4:00:31 PM

NOLA WALKER, SELF, WRANGELL (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. She
stressed that the public radio provided nany essential
communi cation access. She felt that public radio was
important to participate in denocracy.

4:02: 05 PM

PEGGY COMN, NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH SCHOOL DI STRI CT, ANCHORACGE
(via teleconference), spoke in support of funding for
public education. She remarked that she was fortunate to
live and work on the North Slope. She shared that her
district wuld increase the |ocal contri bution. She
remarked that the district was struggling wth budget
decisions to best serve the students in a quality manner.
She remarked that there could be school districts who may
be experiencing a worse result that her district. She
stressed that students were the state's greatest resource.

4:04:41 PM

BOB FASSINO SELF, WASILLA (via teleconference), felt that
there were enough cuts in the budget. He spoke in support
of a state incone tax. He spoke against the oil and gas tax
credits. He felt that the earnings from the Pernmanent Fund
could be used to fund the budget. He stressed that the
budget situation needed to be fixed i medi ately.

4:07: 05 PM

BRIAN MERRITT, WRANCGELL SCHOOL TEACHER, WRANGELL (via
tel econference), spoke against <cuts to the education
formula. He stressed that ignorance was expensive. He also
spoke in support of the Al aska Marine H ghway System

APublic Testinony: Sitka, Cordova, Val dez

4:08:13 PM

PETE HOEPFNER, CORDOVA SCHOOL DI STRICT, CORODVA (via
tel econference), spoke in support of funding of education
He spoke against the 5 percent reduction in the DEED
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budget. He hoped that there would be an opportunity to
testify on that possible 5 percent reduction. He stressed
that there were unintended consequences to budget cuts. He
felt that the education funding should be nmintai ned across
the state. He felt that defunding education would hurt
Al aska into the future. He spoke in support of the $250, 000
for the Al aska Best Practices Initiative.

4:11:12 PM

Co-Chair Hoffman stated that there was an intended 5
percent reduction to DEED, and the neeting would be the
final public testinony on the operating budget.

4:11: 37 PM

MARY ANNE BI SHOP, SELF, CORODVA (via teleconference), spoke
in support of locally based case managenent services for
mental health prograns. She stated that she had a 9-year-
ol d special needs daughter. She remarked that her daughter
woul d need the day-habilitation services.

4:12: 47 PM

Co- Chair Hof f man handed the gavel to Senator M cciche.

Senator M cciche announced that the current bill had
i ncreased the day-habilitation [imt from9 to 12 hours.

4:13: 07 PM

BARB  JEWEL, CORDOVA  SCHOOL DI STRI CT, CORDOVA  (vi a
t el econf erence), expressed di sappoi nt nent W th t he
excl usion of the DEED budget in the bill. She spoke agai nst

the proposed 5 percent cut to education. She remarked that
the cut would provide a negative inpact on the Cordova
School District. She remarked that schools had no option to
rai se revenue, other than what they were given. She felt
that funding for schools would provide a strong culture for
t he state.

4:15: 02 PM

KRI'S JOHNSTON, SELF, CORDOVA (via teleconference), spoke in
support of funding for day services and nental health
prograns. She stated that she had a son with a Medicaid
wai ver that allowed himto be active in the conunity. She
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stressed that the program allowed for himto live a safe
and supportive lifestyle. She remarked that 12 hours was
not enough for himto be an active nmenber of the comunity.

4:16: 40 PM

THERESA QG LLESPIE, SELF, CORDOVA (via teleconference),
spoke in support of funding for school districts to assist
special needs residents in transitioning into the comunity
as a functioning adult. She hoped that her son would be
able to support hinself in the comunity.

4:17:53 PM

JANET JOHNSON, SELF, CORDOVA (via teleconference), spoke
against the cuts to the day services program She announced
that she had a daughter with special needs. She remarked
that the cuts endangered her ability to be in the
community. She felt that the result would be a higher cost
with her being institutionalized. She spoke in support of a
state incone tax.

4:20: 26 PM

SAM SKAGGS, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke agai nst
the cuts to the day services program He shared that he had
a disabled son, and the program provided his son greater
opportunities to participate in the comunity. He hoped
that there could be a way to find cost savings by working
with the providers. He understood that there had been abuse
of the program but assured the commttee that the program
was beneficial.

4:22:06 PM

MARY WEGNER, SUPERI NTENDENT, SITKA SCHOOL DI STRICT, SITKA
(via teleconference), spoke against funding for public
education, early childhood education, and transportation.
She stressed that the future of Alaska was reliant on
education. She felt that there should be additional sources
of revenue to fund the budget. She remarked that |evel
funding was essential. She remarked that Sitka schools had
responded to the nobst recent funding cuts, but stressed
that there was no way for the school systens to create
revenue to fund their budgets.

4:24:20 PM
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BOB PURVIS, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke in
support of the Centers for |Independent Living. He shared
that the center had provided him education and ability to
use a conputer. He encouraged the commttee to consider
those with disabilities who needed the services.

4:25: 24 PM

EMVETT WLLIAMS, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting

He stressed that the snmall town was working together toward
a common goal through public radio with the desire to be
safe and work together as a community. He stressed that the
cut would result in layoffs and woul d deprive the comunity
of its voice.

4:27:11 PM

KENLEY JACKSON, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. She
remarked that she had relied on the public radio in order
to be an engaged citizen. She also stated that public radio
provi ded information about the local natural disasters and
ener genci es.

4:28:42 PM

MARK GORMAN, MUNI Cl PAL ADM NI STRATOR, CITY AND BOROUGH OF
SITKA, SITKA (via teleconference), remarked that Sitka was
experiencing sone budget issues, nmuch like the state was
currently experiencing. He spoke in support of additiona

revenue sources. He urged support of a state incone tax.

Senator M cci che handed the gavel to Co-Chair Hof f man.

4:30: 50 PM

LAURIE HOOD, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke in
support of public health nursing. She stated that she was a
regi stered nurse for 22 years, and is currently conpleting
a mster's degree in Public Health. She renarked that
public health covered a wde range of issues such as
managi ng di abetes, substance abuse, and pregnancy. She
stressed that a strong public health infrastructure was
essential for resilient and productive conmmunities. She
announced that Al aska had the highest rates of Chlanydia in
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the country. She stated that Southeast Al aska's rates of
Hepatitis C had increased 490 from 2011 to 2015 in 18 to
29-year-ol ds, because of the increased opioid abuse.

4:33: 03 PM

JOHN DULL, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), supported the
5 percent cut to education. He felt that the BSA was
already too high. He also spoke in support of the cuts to
the University of Al aska. He thanked the commttee for the
efforts to cut the budget. He spoke in support of cuts to
publ i ¢ broadcasti ng.

4:35:01 PM

KIM M CHAUD, PRESIDENT, VALDEZ | MAG NATI ON LI BRARY BQOARD,
VALDEZ (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
| magi nation Library and Best Begi nnings. She remarked that
Best Begi nnings had provided essential support in the first
few years of the Imagination Library. She remarked that the
program provi ded books to everyone enrolled in the program
free of charge. She stated that there were many students
enrolled in the program

4:37:12 PM

LILY HERWALD, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), urged the
commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting. She
stated that her children had | earned about many things from
public radio. She shared that the culture was taught
through public radio. She felt that the funding for public
radi o provided maxi mum benefit to keep the information on
t he radi o.

4:39:20 PM

KARL BECKER, SELF, CORDOVA (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
stressed that public radio provided an opportunity to have
access to weather and energency alerts. He felt that those
prograns were inportant to his comunity. He stressed that
the prograns were relevant, and were whol esone and fam|ly-
centered entertai nnent.

4:41: 26 PM
AT EASE
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5:02: 08 PM
RECONVENED

APubl i c Testinony: Fairbanks, Mat-Su

Co- Chai r Hof f man handed the gavel to Vice-Chair Bishop.

5:02: 09 PM

MARY MCMAHON, ALASKA COUNCIL OF SCHOOL ADM NI STRATORS,
PALMER (via teleconference), testified in support of
funding for education. She relayed that she was a principal
in the Mat-Su Borough School District and was president of
the Al aska Association of Secondary School Principals.
Additionally, she was the President of the Al aska Council
of School Admnistrators (ACSA). She informed that ACSA
worked on joint position statenents to help inform
legislative policy, and its top priority was for the
| egislature to imediately develop and inplenent a |ong-

term multi-revenue fiscal pl an. She enphasized the
i nportance of tinely, reliable, and predictable revenue for
schools to fully fund all districts as well as all
educational initiatives, laws and nandates. She spoke in
opposition to cost shifting state expenditures to |ocal
government. She requested that the conmittee provide

addi tional opportunity for public testinobny on any action
taken by the commttee regarding the BSA and pupi
transportation itens.

5:04:40 PM

STEVE ST. CLAIR, SELF, MAT-SU (via tel econference), thought
the commttee was wasting tine by taking public testinony.
He nentioned the Anerican healthcare system He discussed
transparency. He encouraged Alaskans to contact their
| egi sl ators. He di scussed budget reductions.

5:07: 01 PM
AT EASE

5:08: 04 PM
RECONVENED

LI NDA CONOVER, BEST BEGQ NNI NGS/ | MAG NATI ON LI BRARY, NMNAT-SU
(via teleconference), spoke in support of funding for early
chi | dhood prograns. She was a retired teacher and di scussed
the inportance of early learning. She was a volunteer wth
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the Mat-Su | magi nation Library. She discussed the
i nportance of child developnent and referred to relevant
research. She urged the commttee to restore funding for
Best Beginnings and the Inmagination Library. She referred
to a statewide study from 2015 that indicated a majority of
Al askans supported funding early childhood education
progr ans.

5:10: 31 PM

ROBIN M NARD, MAT-SU HEALTH FOUNDATI QN, MAT-SU (via
t el econf erence), testified agai nst further cuts to
comuni ty-based support services in the nental health
budget. She agreed that reductions were necessary given the
fiscal climte, but cutting funds from behavioral health
services would cost the state nore in the long run. She
asserted that there were critical pieces mssing in
Al aska's continuum of care for nental health and substance
abuse disorders. She discussed overuse of the energency
departnment and correctional facilities as a result of |ack
of services. She cited statistics regarding patients wth
mental heal th di agnoses using the energency departnent, and
t he associ ated costs.

5:12:39 PM

LUKE FULP, MAT-SU BOROUGH SCHOOL DI STRICT, MATSU (via
tel econference), urged the conmttee to restore education
funding. He acknow edged the state deficit and the need to
establish a long-term fiscal plan. He relayed that the
school district had developed a plan for the upcom ng
school year based upon the governor's budget. He stated
t hat the district faced an $11.2 mllion deficit
considering the governor's proposed funding for the
foundation forrmula and pupil transportation program The
school board nade $9.5 million in spending reductions and
had voted to increase class sizes, elinnate positions,
reduce adm ni strat or sal ari es, cut extra-curricul ar
activities, and decrease custodial services at the majority
of schools. He continued that the district was considering
outsourcing custodial and food service positions if cost
savings were possible. He thought further cuts would be
detrinental to the education system He urged the conmttee
to fully fund education at the foundation fornula funding
levels. He urged the commttee to make an opportunity for
public testinony once the Senate a funding plan for K-12
educati on.
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5:15:11 PM

GARVAN  BUCARI A, SELF, MAT-SU (via tel econference),
di scussed the Permanent Fund.

Vice-Chair Bishop asked M. Bucaria to confine his
testinmony to the budget bills on the agenda.

5:16: 20 PM

BETH FREAD, SELF, MATSU (via teleconference), testified in
support of further cuts to state spending. She supported
cutting education funding by conbining school districts and
reducing open positions. She discussed savings in the
adm ni strative budget. She discussed contract negotiations
and nerit increases. She supported using the Permanent Fund
Ear ni ngs Reserve. She di scussed rhetoric.

5:19: 53 PM

JOHN SONIN, SELF, JUNEAU, testified in support of funding
for education and public radio. He discussed the inportance
of public radio to rural areas. He spoke in support of
early chil dhood education. He enphasized the inportance of
education for the long term health of the state. He spoke
in support of an education tax.

5:22:49 PM

M CHAEL  W\EST, AK  EARTHQUAKE CENTER, FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), spoke in support of funding for the Al aska
Eart hquake Center. He discussed the many activities in the
state that relied on information from the center. He
di scussed functions of the center. He noted that the center
was in its fourth year of budget reductions. He urged the
committee to support funding for the University of Al aska
and the role it played in the state.

5:25:30 PM

CHERYL KILGORE, | NTERI OR COVMUNI TY HEALTH CENTER, FAI RBANKS
(via teleconference), testified in support of funding for
Medi caid expansion. She had been the CEO of the health
center since 1995. She referred to recent changes to the
state and national healthcare system She relayed that the
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center served individuals that had barriers to health care,
whi ch had been somewhat reduced due to increased Medicaid
coverage. There were many specialty care needs that were
beyond non-tribal health care centers in the state. She
appreci ated the budget constraints that were faced by the
state. She relayed that in 2006, the center saw 5,558
people with 18,801 visits. She specified that 66 percent of
the individuals lived at or below 200 percent of the
federal poverty level. She urged the commttee to support
Medi cai d expansion, and adult dental w thin expansion.

5:27:58 PM

REBECCA RACENET, SELF, WASILLA (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funding for community support services and
di sability support services. She support a fiscal plan that
woul d have sufficient revenues to support conmunities. She
di scussed her personal experience wth her daughter's
disease and disability. She recounted her positive
experience with receiving comunity support services. She
di scussed her concerns about |osing services. She stated
t hat she woul d be sending witten testinony.

5:31:56 PM
AT EASE

5:32:19 PM
RECONVENED

Vi ce-Chair Bishop stated the conmttee would be "at-ease"
until 5:45 p. m

5:32:29 PM
AT EASE

5:45: 23 PM
RECONVENED

KAYTLYN KELLY, SELF, PALMER, testified in opposition to
cuts to education. She encouraged the Senate to find a
fiscally responsible solution to the current budget. She
surm sed reducing education funding by 5 percent had the
potential to cut 50 positions in her school district. She
posited that Al aska ranked bel ow 47 other states in reading
and ranked below 36 other states in math. She thought that
| oner incone districts were disproportionately affected by
cuts. She opposed cuts to the Alaska Perfornmance
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Schol arshi p. She thought the scholarship kept students in
the state. She supported additional sources of revenue for
the state.

5:48: 04 PM

KYRSTYN KELLY, SELF, PALMER, testified in opposition to
cuts to education. She discussed potential cuts to her high
school. She discussed the nunber of students in her high
school <classes and the |likelihood of greater student
nunbers. She asserted that cuts to education directly
affected her |earning. She thought that education had been
cut too nuch.

5:50: 04 PM

JEANETTE GRASTOQ, NATI ONAL  ALLI ANCE ON MENTAL | LLNESS,
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), testified against budget
cuts t hat targeted the elderly and people wth
disabilities. She relayed that she was the parent of two
adults with disabilities. She asserted that services were
not adequate even wthout the cuts. She considered that
cuts would lower the quality of |ife of many individuals

She discussed the higher costs of hospitalization, prison

and energency care as conpared to the costs of a comunity
health center. She thought it was short-sighted to cut
comuni ty-based health prograns and funnel patients into
nore expensive institutional care. She did not support
cutting the PFD

5:52:41 PM

PAM GOODE, SELF, RURAL DELTANA (via teleconference), spoke
in opposition to SB 26. She thought the legislature had a
spending problem She asserted that over-spending had
resulted in the state budget deficit rather than the |ow
price of oil.

5:54:11 PM

VANESSA LI STON, SELF, MATSU (via tel econference), testified
agai nst budget <cuts to community health services. She
relayed that her son had significant disabilities and
required 24-hour care. She discussed the cost of care. She
enphasized that <cuts to disability services would be
devast ati ng.
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5:56:15 PM

KERRY BOYD, YUKON KOYUKUK SCHOOL DI STRICT, FAIRBANKS (via
tel econference), spoke in support of funding for K-12
education prograns. She relayed that she was the
superi nt endent of the Yukon Koyukuk School District. She was
also an officer of the Alaska Superintendents Association
and the Al aska Council of School Adm nistrators. She thanked
the conmttee for their work. She stated that the Al aska
Council for School Adm nistrators supported adequate funding
for public education as its nunber one priority. She
supported the imedi ate devel opnent of a long-term nulti-
revenue fiscal plan. She thought the state mnust provide
timely, reliable, and predictable revenue for schools to
fully fund schools in all regional districts. She opposed
cost-shifting of state expenditures to |ocal governnent. She
asked the commttee to provide additional opportunity for
public testinony if there was any action taken by the
committee regarding the BSA and pupil transportation.

5:58:18 PM

DON GRAY, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), testified
in support of funding for K-12 education prograns. He spoke
in support of additional revenue neasures to balance the
budget. He supported an incone tax. He supported a slight
increase in a state highway fuel tax. He did not think nore
cuts were needed. He did not support cuts to education or
shifting costs to local districts. He spoke in support of
funding for public broadcasti ng. He thought public
broadcasting was i nportant for rural and urban areas.

6: 00: 41 PM

Senator M cciche stated that he wanted to hear from every
Al askan whether or not they supported further cuts to the
budget. He clarified that public testinmony should be
confined to the bill being considered. He asked testifiers
to speak to SB 22.

6:01:43 PM

KAREN TABER, FAI RBANKS WELLNESS COALI TI ON, FAIRBANKS (via
t el econference), spoke in opposition to cuts of funding for
comuni ty-based support services through reductions to
Departnment of Health and Social Services. She relayed that
the coalition was focused on prevention of suicide and
prescription opioid msuse. She asked the conmttee to
mai ntain the current |level of funding for the Departnent of
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Health and Social Services. She discussed past cuts to GF
spendi ng. She thought that the state needed a fiscal plan
to provide enough revenue to maintain critical services
rather than continued cuts that would cost the state nore
in the future. She urged the conmttee to maintain funding
for treatnent and prevention services that were needed in
the state.

Vi ce- Chair Bi shop CLOSED public testinony.
#

ADJ OQURNIVENT
6: 03: 56 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 6:03 p. m
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