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BRI TTANY HUTCHI SON, St aff

Senat or Anna MacKi nnon

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Reviewed SB 102, SB 103, and SB 104 on
behal f of the Senate Finance Conm ttee.

HEl DI TESHNER, Director

Adm ni strative Services

Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opment ( DEED)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Addressed the fiscal notes for SB 102, SB
103, and SB 104.

PATI ENCE FREDERI KSEN, Director

D vision of Libraries, Archives, & Miseuns
Department of Education and Early Devel opnment ( DEED)
Juneau, Al aska
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Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opnent ( DEED)
Juneau, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions related to SB 103.

SYDNEY KAUFMAN, Ph.D., Staff

Senat or Tom Begi ch

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented the sectional analysis of SB 99 on
behal f of the sponsor.

MEGHAN JOHNSON, Director

Learn and Grow i n THREAD

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 99.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:04:26 AM

CHAIR SHELLEY HUGHES called the Senate Education Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 8:04 a.m Present at the call to

order were Senators Begich, Gessel, Coghill, Stevens, and Chair
Hughes. She listed the bills to be heard, SB 102, SB 103, SB
104, which will pass out of commttee if it is the will of the

comm ttee, and SB 99.

SB 102-1 NTERNET FOR SCHOCLS; FUNDI NG

8:05:40 AM
CHAI R HUGHES announced t he consi derati on of SB 102.

8:05:48 AM

BRI TTANY HUTCHI SON, Staff, Senator Anna MacKi nnon, Al aska State
Legi slature, reviewed SB 102 on behalf of the Senate Finance
Commttee. She related that the goals of the suite of bills are
to prioritize K-12 education and how the |egislature spends
l[imted funds. They propose to inprove outcomes for Al aska
students and to provide for efficiency and streamined
deliveries of education processes and procedures. Al aska student

outcones are not where they should be to be prepared for life
after high school. Alaska students deserve a 21st Century
Educat i on.
8:.07:01 AM

MS. HUTCHI SON addressed concerns regarding SB 102. According to
the Al aska Tel ephone Association bandwidth can be prioritized
within the network and each provider can control the traffic as
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schools request it in their contract. Al schools in Al aska are
currently able to go up to 25 Mops, even those using satellite.
An increased internet capability can help resolve latency and
buffering issues, depending on how many peopl e/classroons use it
at once. The bill wll not require any new infrastructure and
does not pay for anything but internet services.

8:07:56 AM
CHAI R HUGHES not ed she would distribute ATA's letter of support.

8:08: 35 AM

HEI DI TESHNER, Director, Admnistrative Services, Departnment of
Education and Early Devel opnent (DEED), addressed the fiscal
note for SB 102. She explained that the fiscal note is for a
library operations conponent, wth $34,000 requested for the
increased E-rate contractor to approve the applications, for
techni cal assistance, and for regulation changes. She said $16
mllion is estimted in the grant conponent to bring the 197
schools up to 25 Mops.

8:09:40 AM
SENATOR BEG CH confirnmed that name change is to the Higher
Educati on Fund.

M5. TESHNER sai d yes.

8:10: 01 AM

PATI ENCE FREDERI KSEN, Director, Division of Libraries, Archives,
& Museuns, Departnent of Education and Early Devel opnment (DEED)
presented information on SB 102. She explained that the division
has been running the School Broadband Assistance G ant (School
BAG program for three years. They have the capacity to add 64
nore schools to the School BAG program

8:10: 32 AM
SENATOR BEG CH asked how many schools woul d be served.

M5. FREDERI KSEN replied that 133 schools are receiving services
now, there are 197 schools that would need support to get to 25
Mops.

8:11:13 AM

SENATOR BEGQ CH said he would support passing the bill out of
commttee, but disagrees with the funding source. He wanted to
have nore than three days to vet the bill.

8:11: 50 AM
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SENATOR COGHI LL thought the bill was a good sol ution.

SENATOR COGHILL noved to report SB 102, version A  from
committee with individual recomendations and attached fi scal
not e.

CHAI R HUGHES announced that w thout objection, SB 102 noved from
t he Senate Education Standing Conmttee.

SB 103- ED GRANTS/ SCHOLARSHI P; | NNOVATI VE ED FUND

8:12:16 AM
CHAI R HUGHES announced the consi derati on of SB 103.

BRI TTANY HUTCHI SON, Staff, Senator Anna McKi nnon, reviewed SB
103 on behalf of the sponsor. She addressed comments made by
public t esti nony. Accor di ng to t he Al aska Per f or mance
Schol arship (APS) Qutcomes Report from 2011-2016, 8,606 students
have received $48,840,606 in scholarships. It is tine to re-
prioritize spending on K-12 education to better prepare 130, 000
students for life after high school. The nobney is best served
where it is constitutionally mandated.

She said, according to the University of Al aska FY18 budget
overview, out of 100 average 9th graders, 29 won't graduate from

hi gh school, 40 won't attend college, 16 will attend college out
of state, 10 wll attend UA but are not graduated within 6
years, and 5 wll graduate within 6 years. She opined that these

are not positive outcones.

According to the UA information system since the inception of
the APS, renediation rates were at 53 percent, decreased to 48
percent in 2014, and now are at 52 percent. Al so, the nunber of
hi gh school seniors entering the wuniversity as freshnen has
decreased every year. The APS has not increased the nunber of
freshmen attending the wuniversity. She pointed out that 25
percent of APS recipients are also UA Scholars. There is sone
overlap and getting rid of the APS is not as detrinmental as has
been portrayed. Students have access to other scholarships,
| oans, and grants.

8. 15: 26 AM

SENATOR STEVENS spoke in support of the bill, but has concerns
about doing away with the APS. He said the APS is a good idea
and there has not been enough tinme to see if it works. He
wondered if it is possible to | eave the programin place but cut
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the funding to it so that, when possible, it could be
rei nst at ed.

8:17:06 AM
M5. HUTCHI SON said it is possible and it is a policy call.

SENATOR STEVENS said he is not suggesting that they change the
wording in the bill, but to consider it later in the process.

8:17: 54 AM
CHAI R HUGHES shared the sane concern.

8:18: 06 AM

SENATOR G ESSEL had concerns that the APS was dipping too |ow -
to C students. She appreciated the data from the university. She
t hought the University Honors Scholar (UHS) Program for the top
10 percent was a great program She requested the anount of the
schol ar program

M5. HUTCHI SON offered to provide the amount of tuition paid for
by the UHS.

SENATOR G ESSEL sai d she does support the bill, but the state is
in financial tines.

8:20: 07 AM
M5. HUTCHI SON clarified that the 25 percent overlap of the two
schol arships is just for the 2015-2016 school year.

8:20: 44 AM
SENATOR BEG CH voi ced concern about the lack of tinme to work on
the bill. He said they need tine to debate whether the APS is

wor king and whether to revisit it if it is not working. He
agreed wth Senator Steven's idea of leaving the APS in place
and not funding it. Al the public testinony, except for one
| etter, opposed elimnating the APS.

He opined that the Innovation Gants provide a | audable goal
however, you also nust look at them in ternms of the fiscal
climate. It is a voluntary program but no district can afford
not to do it. Also, the bill directs districts to do specific
kinds of programmng and it should allow |ocal comunities to
devel op their own progranms, not have to accept the four areas as
listed on pages 1 and 2 of the bill. He said he may oppose SB
103 because of that, because it wll force conmmunities to
conpete for the grants, and because it is premature.
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He voiced concerned that SB 103 does not have a fiscal note for
DEED to establish innovative progranms, nor does it show how much
of the $349 nmillion will be spent. SB 102's fiscal note does. He
commended the sponsor and the conmittee for their work on the
bill, but suggested they work on it during the interim

8:25: 07 AM

M5. HUTCHI SON expl ained that the fiscal note for SB 102 shows a
repeating amount of $16 mllion, an anmount that should slowy
decrease. The goal is that the fund would grow because it is
invested at 7 percent annually.

She said SB 103 is a guideline and the legislature will not have
a say in what kinds of grants are approved; the comm ssioner
will deem what is necessary and appropriate. The expense wll

have to cone from the conm ssioner's budget and be approved by
t he governor and the | egislature.

8:.26:48 AM

HEI DI TESHNER, Director Admnistrative Service, Departnent of
Education and Early Devel opnent (DEED), addressed the fiscal
note for SB 103. She said there are three fiscal notes for SB
103. The first one is for the student and school achievenent
all ocation and requests two permanent full-tinme positions, an
education specialist and an education associate, for $209,400 in
t he personal services line. Wthin the services line, $23,300 is
requested for departnent chargebacks and | egal service costs.

8:28:17 AM

STEPHANIE BUTLER, Interim Executive Director, Postsecondary
Educati on, Departnent of Education and Early Devel opnent (DEED),
addressed two fiscal notes related to SB 103. The first note
applies to the repeal of the APS and shows a reduction fromthe
original FY18 appropriation. It is an estimate. The second note
is relative to the repeal of the Al aska Education Gant. It also
shows a reduction from the original FY18 appropriation and is
based on a statutory formul a.

8:30: 29 AM

SENATOR COGHI LL thanked the sponsor of the bill. He comrented
that these are tough choices in the time of fiscal shortages.
He said the bill has a goal to use the noney nore broadly to

lift nore people up.

He shared concerns. He would prefer that the top tier of
students stay in the APS. He understood that, given the budget

SENATE EDC COW TTEE - 8- April 7, 2017



situation, every dollar nust provide the best benefit to
students. He said he will support the bill.

8:32: 45 AM

CHAIR HUGHES agreed it is a tough decision. She supports
scholarships that allow students to go beyond high school,
however, state finances are in different times. The constitution
says the state nmust establish and maintain K-12 public schools.
Wen it cones to the university, the constitution establishes
it, but has no requirenment to nmaintain it. The state's
obligation is to children. She said her goal is to have K-12
students that graduate nore ready and eligible for grants and
schol arshi ps. The APS has been a great program and has hel ped a

ot of students and famlies. She said she wll support the
bill, but she is not opposed to keeping the APS statute on the
books.

8:34: 46 AM

SENATOR COGHILL noved to report SB 103, version O  from
commttee with individual recomendations and attached fi scal
not es.

SENATOR BEG CH objected. He agreed that the key is to prepare
children for college and with the idea of having nore rigor in
curricul um

8:35: 54 AM

SENATOR STEVENS expressed appreciation for Senator Coghill's
corment on lifting people up. He spoke in support of the average
student and the fact that they are also valuable. It is often
t he average student that acconplishes nmuch in life.

8:36:52 AM
SENATOR BEGQ CH agr eed.

CHAI R HUGHES said she appreciates the comrents about rigor. She
added that she heard from districts that rigorous courses
notivate students. She encouraged districts to continue those
of ferings.

8:37:36 AM
SENATOR G ESSEL pointed out that there is also a renediation
i ssue. She spoke in support of the bill because it takes scant

resources and drives them down to the K-12 level. She said her
focus is on the K-3 grade |level and reading. She agreed the APS
is great, but stressed the inportance of funding basic skills.
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A roll call vote was taken. Senators G essel, Hughes, Coghill,
and Stevens voted in favor of noving SB 103 from conmittee and
Senator Begich voted against it. Therefore, SB 103 passed out of
t he Senate Education Standing Conmittee by a 4:1 vote.

8:39: 22 AM
At ease

SB 104- EDUCATI ON CURRI CULUM

8:40: 49 AM
CHAl R HUGHES announced the consi derati on of SB 104.

8:41:11 AM

BRI TTANY HUTCHI SON, Staff, Senator Anna MacKi nnon, Al aska State
Legislature, reviewed SB 104 on behalf of the sponsor. She
addressed concerns of public testifiers. She said SB 104 is
conpletely voluntary. The state plans to pay for the fiscal note
and additional staff, if needed, curriculum research and
pr of essi onal devel opnent, but it will not come out of DEED funds
or district funds. It would cone out of the Al aska Education
| nnovation Gant Fund. The bill wll not touch local control.
The goal is to provide a curriculum in math and English to
students in schools that don't have the necessary resources to
come up with their own curriculum It provides a three-year
review reprieve to help the conmissioner in inplenenting the
Al aska Educati on Chal | enge.

8:42:33 AM

M5. HUTCH SON summarized that the three bills are not neant to
make up for the difference in the BSA reduction. The bills
shoul d provide funding and cost savings to school districts and
provide a funding streamto bridge the achievenent gap and bring
curriculum students, and instruction in line with 21st Century
t echnol ogy.

8:43: 09 AM
SENATOR BEG CH asked what the inpetus for the bill was. Mny
districts testified that the bill would have no i npact on them

M5. HUTCHI SON replied that Senator MacKinnon wote a letter a
few years ago to the State Board of Education regarding conmon
curriculumto help districts. The sponsor has been contacted by
smal l er schools with a request for English and math curricul um
hel p.

SENATOR BEG CH said that is a persuasive answer.
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SENATOR STEVENS asked if +the department could discuss the
i npl enent ati on.

8:45: 05 AM
CHAI R HUGHES requested clarification of the fiscal notes for SB
104. It says that (DEED) nust purchase and provide curriculum
for the seven test districts and nake it available to all
districts.

M5. HUTCHI SON explained that the departnent wll purchase
curriculumusing the new Al aska I nnovation Education G ant Fund.

CHAI R HUGHES asked if the departnent will pay for the quantities
the districts need.

M5. HUTCHI SON of fered to find out.

8:46: 34 AM
SENATOR BEG CH asked what happens if the Innovation Education
Grant Fund does not pass.

M5. HUTCHI SON replied it would conme out of the Al aska H gher
Educati on Fund.

8:47:16 AM
SENATOR STEVENS asked how the departnment would inplenent the
program

8:47:29 AM

PAUL PRUSSI NG, Deputy Director, Teacher and Learning Support,
Department of Education and Early Devel opment (DEED), answered
guestions related to SB 104. He replied that it would be very
challenging for the departnment to inplenent because they don't
have a content specialist and the testing of the curriculum
would be extensive and costly. Mith would be cost $328 per
student, so for Anchorage it would be about $30 mllion. The
review ng, testing, and inplenenting of the curriculum would be
expensive. He shared his experience with the Reading First
Curriculum and the work and expense involved. Eventually, they
di scovered an additional need to have supplenental prograns for
uni que popul ations. The fiscal note is indetermnate because
there are so many unknowns.

8:50: 07 AM

SENATOR G ESSEL appreciated the need for a curriculum process.
She asked how a school district chooses a curriculum
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MR. PRUSSI NG explained that teachers know their kids and what
works for them There is discussion anongst districts and they
share curricul um

8:51: 22 AM
CHAI R HUGHES asked if other states have taken this on. She said
it sounds conpli cat ed.

MR. PRUSSING said he researched for three days, including
talking with Education Northwest, a regional resource, and
didn't find much information. A few states have undertaken this
wi th varying degrees of success.

8:52: 05 AM

SENATOR COGHILL said it is good information. He spoke of
devel oped curriculum and the pressure to buy it. He asked if
cyber education is changing the curricul um makeup.

8:53:17 AM

MR. PRUSSING said that some districts are not buying textbooks
any nore. There is a market for a state's unique needs and
vendors are reacting to those needs.

8:54: 03 AM

M5. TESHNER expl ained the indeterminate fiscal note for SB 104.
There would be a need for three positions; two content
specialists, one in mth and one in Language Arts, and one
support staff.

CHAI R HUGHES asked about the departnment purchasing and providing
curriculumto districts.

8:55: 07 AM
MR. PRUSSI NG explained that the state would be providing the
curriculum to any district that would like it. It could be

expensi ve because sonme nmay want books; sonme technol ogy.

8.55:44 AM
SENATOR COGHI LL asked if the departnent has done this before.

8:56: 06 AM

MR. PRUSSING replied that the departnent has provided resources
to districts. In 2005 the department worked on a project for
| esson plans which were available on line. It was not used very
nmuch.
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SENATOR COGHI LL recalled an Al aska Hi story curricul um

8:57: 03 AM

CHAIR HUGHES commented that the departnent would provide
evi dence-based curriculum to ensure that districts receive a
qual ity product.

8:57.:47 AM

MR. PRUSSI NG asked what happens when the kids are not successful
when using a departnent-provided curriculum He spoke of the
i nportance of | ocal know edge and the need for yearly
pr of essi onal devel opnent .

8:58: 42 AM
SENATOR STEVENS voi ced concern about the role of |ocal control
in this process.

MR. PRUSSI NG thought the bill would change the role of |loca
control because the curriculum mght not have the approval of
t he | ocal school board.

9: 00: 07 AM
CHAI R HUGHES pointed out that the curriculumis optional, and a
district could continue with what they are currently doi ng.

9:00: 29 AM
MR. PRUSSING referred to page 1, line 9, which says the State
Board shall approve curricula wused by the five |argest
districts.
9:00:41 AM

SENATOR G ESSEL pointed out that it also includes the Regional
Educati on Attendance Areas (REAA).

9:01: 02 AM

M5. HUTCHI SON stated that the bill is voluntary and |ocal
control is not being touched. In the first section, the
curriculum approval and review is only for the first three
years. There will be curriculum avail able, but no one nust use
it. The bill provides a break for three years from having to
est abli sh new curricul um

CHAI R HUGHES summari zed that it gives the departnment the ability
to approve the curriculumfor five districts.

9:03:17 AM
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M5. HUTCHI SON corrected that since the five largest districts
and the two REAAs have curriculum that is already approved, the

departnment will approve it and nake it available to everyone.
They will allowit to be used for three nore years.

9:03: 53 AM

SENATOR G ESSEL suggested to wuse "the board shall approve
curricula currently used by" on page 1, line 9.

CHAI R HUGHES t hanked Senator G essel.

SENATOR COGHI LL rnoved to report SB 104, version J, from
commttee with individual recommendations and attached fi scal
not e.

CHAI R HUGHES announced that w thout objection, SB 104 noved from
t he Senate Education Standing Conm tt ee.

She commented that it would be FY19 or FY20 before the Education
| nnovati ve Grant Fund would be available to districts. She asked
t he sponsor to consider maki ng sonet hing avail abl e sooner.

9:06:17 AM
At ease

SB 99- PRE- ELEMENTARY PROGRAMS/ FUNDI NG

9: 06: 55 AM
CHAl R HUGHES announced t he consi derati on of SB 99.

SENATOR TOM BEGQ CH, sponsor of SB 99, presented the bill. He
related the inportance of quality early education. He stressed
the value of providing students the opportunity, before they
enter kindergarten, to prove school readiness. Research suggest
that students who have access to high quality preschool are |ess
likely to be incarcerated and less |likely to receive governnent
assi stance as adul ts.

He related that Alaska’'s current pre-Kindergarten prograns -
such as those in Anchorage, Mat-Su, the Lower Kuskokwi m Schoo

District, and None, offer opportunities and quality program
whi ch have been described to the education conmttees. Early
education prograns including Head Start, Best  Begi nni ngs,

Parents as Teachers, the work of DEED, and grants, provide
access to high-quality early education, beginning with the
| onest performng districts.
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He continued to say that high quality pre-K education can save
up to $7 in long-term government expense by reducing the need
for renedial education and involvenent in the crimnal justice
and public assistance systens.

9:09: 36 AM

SENATOR BEG CH said smart investnments in oil and gas royalties
and the PFD have nmade the state one of the nobst economically
equitable in the country. Simlar smart investnents in early
education have the potential to create a generation of Al askans
prepared to nake the greatest inpact on this state that we have
ever seen. This is an exanple of the inportance of research
first then investnent, in the |ong run.

9:10: 40 AM
SYDNEY  KAUFMAN, Ph. D. , Staff, Alaska State Legislature,
presented the sectional analysis of SB 99:

Section 1.

Establishes that elenentary schools also includes an
early education program whether operated within a
public school or by an outside organi zati on.

Section 2.

Establishes that a four or five-year-old, who has not
attended kindergarten, is eligible to attend a public
school early education program

Section 3.
Creates a stair-step, 3-year grant program to provide
training and assist a school district in devel oping an

early education program In vyear one, the |owest
perform ng 20% of school districts (as established in
2017) wll be eligible for a grant to establish a

district-wide, high quality early education program
In year two, the next |owest performng 20 % of school
districts will be eligible for the three-year grant
program to establish an early education program At
the end of the three-year grant cycle, the Departnent
of Education and Early Developnent (the departnment)
will be responsible for determning if the district’s
early education program conplies with state standards.
The grants will be available to the next |owest 20% of
school districts until all school districts are
of fered the opportunity to participate included.

9:12:10 AM
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Section 4.

Directs the departnent to supervise all early
education prograns and approve those early education
progranms created by the early education grant program

Section 5.

Defines an “early education progranfi as a pre-
ki ndergarten school for students 3-5 years old if its
primary function is educational. The 3-year-old
students are not included in the program this bill
proposes, but are included to ensure they are not
excluded fromexisting State and Federal prograns.

9:12: 54 AM

SENATOR BEA CH noted it is conform ng |anguage so there is not
the unintended consequence of putting three-year-olds into an
el ementary school program

9:13: 36 AM
M5. KAUFMAN conti nued:

Section 6.

Directs the board to adopt regulations regarding
funding as well as statewide and |ocal goals for an
early education program Regul ations shall ensure that
early education prograns have the flexibility to be
locally designed and culturally appropriate, so |ong
as they neet wearly -education standards. An early
education program may be either full day (6 hour) or
hal f day (at |east 2 hours)

Section 7.

For funding purposes, an early education student shall
be counted in the school district’s average daily
menbership as a half day student once the early
educati on program has been approved by the departnent.

Section 8.
Adds early education to consideration for determning
t he nunber of elenentary schools in a district.

9:14: 40 AM
Section 9.
Ensures that early education students who currently
receive State or Federal funding for early education
are not included in the ADM for purposes of funding.

SENATE EDC COW TTEE -16- April 7, 2017



Section 10.
Directs early education program staff to be included
in those organizations required to report evidence of
chil d abuse.

Section 11.
Repeal s the early education grant programin 10 years,
once all school districts have had the opportunity to

apply.

9:15: 22 AM

SENATOR BEG CH clarified in Section 9, if a student is receiving
federal noney now for wearly education, the student is not
included in the ADM for purposes of funding. The reason the
Early Education Grant Program will be repealed in ten years is
that every district in the state wll have had the opportunity
to join a universal voluntary preschool. He noted lahoma has
the highest rate of voluntary early education. Al aska has done a
good job of building quality preschools. The long-term goal is
to <create a sustainable, af f or dabl e, programmatic tiered
approach, splitting districts into five cohorts.

He said the departnent will address the fiscal notes.

CHAI R HUGHES nentioned those who could answer questions about
the bill.

9:17:33 AM

CHAI R HUGHES suggested that hones wi thout parental support need
preschool nore than those wth support. She said the grant
targets |l ow achieving students and inquired why it is available
to those who m ght not need the grant.

9:18: 53 AM

SENATOR BEG CH explained that they started wth the |[|ower
achieving districts due to a constitutional obligation to do so.
Educati onal opportunity nust be offered to all students in
Al aska, but it is a choice by parents to nake use of them

9:20: 13 AM
CHAIR HUGHES asked if there is anything to prohibit a triba
organi zation fromoffering pre-el enentary prograns.

SENATOR BEA CH said no. The bill encourages tribal participation

and is part of the reason for two sections in the bill. One
ensures the ability to collaborate with Head Start, and the
cultural conmponent in the bill encourages participation by
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tribes. The intent of the bill is to encourage continuing
partnerships with existing entities.

9:21: 00 AM

SENATOR COGHI LL thanked him for the thoughtful bill. He |iked
the tiered process, but getting the noney will be difficult. He
struggles with the fact that grade 1-3 students should be able
to read, and he was not sure the bill addresses that. He said
the system fails many students. He hoped the bill would address
this and supports the idea of reaching out to famlies.

9:23: 06 AM

SENATOR BEG CH referred to a handout that shows research in
Al aska where pre-K has taken place; those kids go to school
ready to learn. He used the Lower Kuskokwi m and Nonme School
District as exanples. Research shows that it is tine to stop the
denonstration grant and ensure that pre-K is available to all
students. Those are the critical years for |earning.

9:25:35 AM

SENATOR COCGHILL said they have tried Parents as Teachers and
other methods to encourage parents to step up. He takes issue
when the state relieves famlies of their responsibilities. He
guesti oned where the funding will cone from

9:26: 28 AM

SENATOR BEAQ CH addressed Senator Coghill's funding concern. He
hoped in the future "the way we do these resources and how we do
themw Il be identified."

9:26: 57 AM

SENATOR STEVENS |iked the bill. He did not know how rigor in
education fits into preschool. He spoke in favor of |ocal design
and culturally appropriate needs in the bill, but he hoped there

was substance in the program He asked how to know if the
program works and if the noney is well spent.

9:27:45 AM

SENATOR BEG CH said they know because on page 7, the criteria
that are set out are the tested nethodology that is used, such
as high-quality teachers, types of programm ng, and standards.
He said it is the Cklahoma standard that has been tested and
neasured. The quality of Al aska experience would also apply to
this legislation. The departnent wll wite regulations using
their nodels of quality outcones.
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He noted the backup data shows dramatic increases in school
readi ness because of this type of program He said he would

provide a copy of it to the commttee. It wll be neasured
against the standards of 9 years of experience and the
departnment w Il have jurisdiction over whether prograns wll
continue. After three years if the departnment deens a preschoo
is not neeting quality standards, it will not be approved.

9: 30: 32 AM

CHAI R HUGHES invited Ms. Johnson to testify.

9:31: 07 AM

MEGHAN JOHNSON, Director, Learn and Gow in THREAD, testified in
support of SB 99. She shared the goals of Learn and G ow. She
said she wll address what high quality early childhood
education |looks like. She inplored the legislature to think
about children's futures.

9:32:34 AM

She said there are approximately 40,000 children under the age
of six in Alaska where both parents work and there is |limted
access to affordable, quality prograns. A lot of quality
practice has to do with what is appropriate for the devel opnent
of birth to age 5 children. Parents play the primary role in
supporting this devel opnent, but if they work, it falls to early
chi | dhood teachers and prograns.

She shared the nobst recent early care and |earning economc
report by the MDowell G oup. Early care and |earning
contributes $2 billion to Al aska's econony each year. She listed
financial benefits of early chil dhood educati on.

She said there is a lack of affordable early chil dhood prograns.
She noted that pre-K can be a high-quality choice for parents.
She described the soft skills children need.

9: 35: 07 AM

V. JOHNSON  described several factors affect children's
devel opment and what is needed to support relationships wth
ot her children. Teachers have specialized training and work in
partnership with parents in these areas. She said there are
decreased costs for special education and incarceration due to
early chil dhood educati on.

9:37: 33 AM

She provided a story of a famly that was not able to enter a
pre-K program and how their son struggled in school.
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CHAI R HUGHES t hanked Ms. Johnson and held SB 99 in comm ttee.

9:40: 33 AM

There being no further business to cone before the conmttee,
Chair Hughes adjourned the Senate Education Standing Conmttee
neeting at 9:40 a.m
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