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SENATE BI LL NO. 17

"An Act authorizing the University of Alaska to establish,
through an agreenent with the University of Hawaii, the Ted
Stevens - Daniel K Inouye Exchange Program for political
science students at the University of Alaska and the University
of Hawaii to commenorate the bipartisan friendship between
Senator Ted Stevens and Senator Daniel K. |nouye."

- HEARD & HELD

SENATE BILL NO 66

"An Act redesignating the Alaska State Council on the Arts as a
public corporation and governnental instrunmentality of the
state; defining the powers and duties of the Alaska State
Council on the Arts; providing exenptions from certain statutes
for the Alaska State Council on the Arts; making conform ng
anmendnents; and providing for an effective date."”

- BILL HEARI NG CANCELED
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 17

SHORT TITLE: STEVENS/ | NOUYE UNI VERSI TY EXCHANGE PROG.
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) COSTELLO
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01/ 13/ 17 (S) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/13/17

01/ 18/ 17 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 18/ 17 (S) EDC
03/ 10/ 17 (S) EDC AT 8: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

SENATOR M A COSTELLO

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 17.

JULI ANA MELIN, Staff

Senator Ma Costello

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented the sectional analysis for SB 17.

SAI CHI OBA, Associate Vice President for Students
University of Al aska

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 17.

M LES BAKER, Associ ate Vice President

Gover nment Rel ati ons

Uni versity of Al aska

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ained the fiscal note for SB 17.

TI M MCKEEVER, Chairman of the Board

Ted Stevens Foundation

Portl and, Oregon

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 17.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8: 00: 23 AM
CHAIR SHELLEY HUGHES <called the Senate Education Standing
Committee neeting to order at 8:00 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators G essel, Begich, Coghill, Stevens, and Chair
Hughes.

SB 17- STEVENS/ | NOUYE UNI VERSI TY EXCHANGE PROG

CHAI R HUGHES announced the consideration of SB 17. She said the

commttee will wait until the next neeting to hear SB 66. She
spoke of the remarkable friendship between Senator Stevens and
Senator Inouye of Hawaii. She hoped the bill would provide an
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opportunity for the younger generation to learn about their
friendshi p.

8:02:34 AM
SENATOR M A COSTELLO, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of SB
17, thanked the commttee for hearing her bill. She read from

the foll ow ng sponsor statenent:

As recently as yesterday in the news, the decades-I|ong
alliance between the l|ate Senators Daniel |nouye of
Hawaii and Ted Stevens was nentioned. "The two nen
struck up a bond, both representing then-young states
in the 1960s and fornmed a powerful al l'i ance,
particularly on the Appropriations Commttee where
they protected federal aid to our states via
ear mar ks. "

This bill puts in statute an exchange between the
University of Alaska and the University of Hawaii to
commenorate that friendship. The details would be
worked out by the Universities, but the concept is
that students would apply and a UA student would spend
time at the University of Hawaii and vice versa.

The simlarities between Senators Stevens and |nouye
are many. They both served in WNI. Senator |nouye
lost his right arm serving with the 442nd Regi nent in
Italy and received the Medal of Honor. Senator Stevens
flewin the Airforce with the Flying Tigers in China
They wor ked together as ranking nmenbers of the Senate
Commerce Conmittee and they co-sponsored |egislation
in 1996 to re-wite the nation's telephone |aws,
making it fair for residents in their states to pay
the sanme rates the Lower 48 pays. They sat next to
each other on the Defense Appropriations Commttee and
served for four decades.

The simlarities between Alaska and Hawaili are
significant. They are the only two non-contiguous
states in the nation, both have thriving tourism
industries, healthy mlitary presence, and Native
popul ations that play a significant role in the
cultural fabric of both states. Also, both are in the
Pacific R m and share economc, political, social,
cultural, and educational connections. Senator |nouye
stood with Stevens for al nbst every ANVWR vote taken in
Congr ess.
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She shared a caption in a photo of Senator I|nouye and
Senator Stevens. "Senator Daniel 1nouye, who served
with Ted Stevens for four decades, called the
Republican his brother and said their friendship was a
very special one." Ted Stevens was one of the nost
powerful figures in Alaska's history and is considered
a hero fromthe greatest generation, an Al askan icon.

The bill ainms to keep alive Senator Stevens' |argest
| egacy, a sinple friendship. Al politics is about
relationships and in this both Senator Stevens and
Senator Inouye set the standard. She referred to an
article in nmenbers’ packets titled the "The Stevens -

| nouye Friendship." Senator Stevens' daughter Lily
wote, "In the mdst of this season of firmy divided
politics, here is a remnder of how two people from
di fferent political per specti ves, and even

personalities, can cone together. Thank you, Charlie,
for the nusing on their great friendship. There wll

never be two like them again, but | hope we can find
our way back to this nodel of friendship, service, and
| eadership. "

8:06: 51 AM

JULI ANA  MELIN, Staff, Senator Ma Costello, Alaska State
Legislature, read the followi ng fromsectional analysis:

Senate Bill 17 adds new language in Title 14. Section
14.40. 105 <creates an opportunity for a reciprocal
agreenent to be nade between the University of Al aska
and the University of Hawaii to establish a student
exchange program commenor ati ng t he bi parti san
friendship between Senator Ted Stevens and Senator
Daniel K. Inouye. This comenoration is acconplished
by providing educational services and opportunities
for students who are pursuing a baccal aureate degree
in political science at either the University of
Hawaii or the University of Al aska.

8:08: 48 AM
SENATOR COCGHI LL asked what the Hawaiian del egation thinks of the
bill.

M5. MELIN related that they have been working with the Hawaiian
del egation, the Daniel K. Inouye Institute, and University of
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Hawai i an University nenbers. She added that Saichi Gba from UA
has al so been working with UH on the bill.

8:09: 25 AM
SENATOR G ESSEL noted it was an open-ended bill. She asked if
there is a fiscal note.

MS. MELIN said there is an indetermnate fiscal note in nenbers
packets. She said M. Baker from UA would address it.

8:10:11 AM
SENATOR G ESSEL asked if any student exchanges between UA and HA
t akes pl ace now.

M5. MELIN said there are currently established exchanges in
pl ace.

SENATOR G ESSEL asked why this exchange is being put into state
I aw.

8:10: 56 AM
SENATOR COSTELLO said the bill elevates it to the Ilevel of
| egi slative support for the university's ability to have this
type of exchange. The statute encourages comrunication such as
existed in this friendship. Wthout the statute the exchange may
not happen.

SENATOR G ESSEL reiterated that it 1is open-ended and raises
concern.

8.:12:11 AM

SENATOR STEVENS appreciated the bill. He noted that the East
West Center at UH has had an extensive relationship wth Al aska
students over the years. This particular bill speaks to

political science which he deemed inportant. He spoke in support
of the bill.

CHAI R HUGHES t hought there could be a |arge cost to the exchange
if it were one-sided. She asked how it could be a balanced
exchange.

SENATOR COSTELLO replied that she has net wth the president of
UA and they decided to |eave the exchange open-ended so that
various fornms could exist as the program expands. It can be as
small or as large as the university would |like to see. She said
she sits on the Gvics Task Force and has seen that there are
many ways to fashion an exchange.
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8:15: 09 AM
CHAI R HUGHES asked where Senator Costell o got the original idea.

SENATOR COSTELLO related a story about an experience during a
| eadership neeting where she discussed the inportance of the
St evens/ I nouye friendship. She thought it i mport ant to
menorialize this friendship.

8:16:49 AM
SENATOR COGHI LL asked if tuition would be aligned.

M5. MELIN said sone progranms align tuition, but the details can
be worked out between the universities.

SENATOR STEVENS noted that the exchange program is for those
seeking a baccal aureate degree. He inquired if there was any
consi deration for graduate program students.

M5. MELIN said it could be consi dered.

8:17:55 AM

SENATOR BEGQ CH spoke in support of the bill and the positive
enphasis on political science. He assuned the primary purpose of
the bill is to enphasize a collaborative relationship in

politics and nodeling good behavi or.

SENATOR COSTELLO envisioned that students would have to apply
and in that process, would have to look into the senators
relationship, which would help keep the history alive and
provi de opportunities to further positive elenents of politics.

CHAI R HUGHES opened public testinony.

8:19:45 AM

SAI CHI OBA, Associate Vice President for Students, University of
Al aska, testified in support of SB 17. He said that exchange
progr ans, in general, provide benefits to students and
institutions. SB 17 helps |leverage the long-tine friendship and
wor ki ng relationship of both Senators. He said UA has extensive
experience in both national and international exchanges. He
shared that he is originally from Hawaii and thought Senator
St evens woul d be pleased with this | egislation.

He descri bed how current student exchanges work. The university

belongs to a consortium that allows UA students to attend
exchanges with all fifty states. They would pattern the Stevens-
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| nouye Exchange after those the university currently has. Most
exchanges are for one year, but can be as short as one senester.

He explained that the national student exchange allows out-of-
state students to pay in-state tuition so that UA will have the
same benefit when they go out on exchange. He said they have
reached out to the University of Hawaii regarding this exchange,
but have not heard back yet. There is a small team that 1is
| ooking at the requirements of this proposed |egislation.

8:24: 04 AM
CHAI R HUGHES asked if UH is interested.

MR. OBA said UA has not heard back fromthemyet.
SENATOR STEVENS asked about past exchanges with Hawaii .

MR. OBA said the national student exchange is in place with UH
and the nunbers are not overly dramatic. It has been a part of
the UA system since the 90's.

SENATOR STEVENS agreed that reciprocity is a good way to do
exchanges so there is no outlay of nonies.

8:25:54 AM
CHAI R HUGHES asked whet her exchange nunbers nust be bal anced.

MR. OBA said the exchange could be set up in several ways. It
could be on a one-to-one basis or open-ended. Those are details
t hat woul d need to be worked out.

8:27:17 AM
SENATOR G ESSEL asked for clarification whether a |lot of
students are doi ng an exchange.

MR. OBA said he does not have exact nunbers; maybe 50 are on an
exchange in a given year. He called that very little. He offered
to provi de those nunbers.

SENATOR G ESSEL wanted specific nunbers related to Hawaii. She
provi ded an exanple of an out-of-state student w shing to go on
an exchange.

8:29:32 AM
MR. OBA thought it was a detail that had to be worked out.
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CHAIR HUGHES asked how student residence is consi der ed
currently.

MR. OBA explained that if the student has been in Alaska for a
year in-state tuition would be all owed.

SENATOR STEVENS thought there should be an opportunity for
graduate students to be a part of the exchange.

8:30: 54 AM

MR. OBA was not aware of graduate student going on national
exchange due to the specific requirements of nasters prograns. A
graduat e exchange is not inpossible to offer and could be | ooked
at .

8:31:53 AM

M LES BAKER, Associate Vice President, Governnent Relations,
University of Al aska, explained the fiscal note for SB 17. He
noted the fiscal note was indeterm nate because there are a | ot
of details to work out, but the university expects any cost
associated with the bill to be mninml because staff are already
in place.

CHAI R HUGHES comented that no new staff are planned and tuition
woul d basically cover costs. The university doesn't expect to be
approaching the legislature in a few years for funding.

MR BAKER said correct.

8:33:29 AM

TIM MCKEEVER, Chairman of the Board, Ted Stevens Foundation,
testified in support of SB 17. He commented on the inportance of
the Senate Comerce Commttee to both Senator Stevens and
Senat or | nouye since they represented non-contiguous states and
wor ked together on issues of concern. He listed many of their
common interests, such as national defense and Pacific R m
resources, across party lines.

He concluded that the Foundation supports the bill because it
recogni zes their contributions, but also because they worked
together. Gven today's political system cooperation should be
noted and encouraged. He hoped the program could include
students in other fields besides political science, as well. He
said Senator |nouye's Foundation also supports the bill.

8:39:22 AM
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SENATOR G ESSEL asked if the Foundation m ght provide financial
support.

MR. MCKEEVER thought that was a possibility and they would be
interested in doing so. The cost does not appear to be
substanti al .

SENATOR STEVENS t hought the bigger issue is that t he
relationship between the two Senators be docunented and
recor ded.

MR. MCKEEVER agreed and said they are working on that.

8:41: 58 AM

SENATOR BEG CH suggested that if the bill beconmes |aw, one of
the requirenents could be to include an aspect of the Senators'
relationship in the application essay.

CHAIR HUGHES agreed. It would provide opportunity to research
and preserve their |egacy.

CHAIR HUGHES <closed public testimony and held SB 17 in
comittee.

8:43: 26 AM

There being no further business to conme before the committee
Chair Hughes adjourned the Senate Education Conmttee at 8:43
a. m
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