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VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Shel | ey Hughes, Chair
Senator Gary Stevens
Senat or John Coghi | |
Senator Cathy G essel

VEMBERS ABSENT
Senat or Tom Begi ch
COWM TTEE CALENDAR

PUBLI C HEARI NG ON VI RTUAL EDUCATI ON I N ALASKA; KENAI PEN NSULA
BOROUGH SCHOOL DI STRI CT

- HEARD
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REGQ STER

ROB SPARKS, Teacher

Sol dot na Prep School

Kenai Peni nsul a Borough School District

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented information on virtual education
in Sol dotna Prep School .

GREG ZORBAS, Teacher

Kenai Borough School District

Kenai, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented infornation on virtual education
in the Kenai Borough School District.

ANNVARI E O BRI EN, Superi nt endent

Nort hwest Arctic Borough School District (NWABSD)
Kot zebue, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Introduced nenbers from her district to
testify on virtual education.

AMY EAKI N, Director of Technol ogy

Par ent

Nort hwest Arctic Borough School District (NWABSD)

Kot zebue, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented information on virtual education
i n NWABSD.

KI ANA NORTON, St udent

Kot zebue Hi gh School

Kot zebue, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented a student's perspective of the
advant ages of virtual education.

TREVOR SHAW Presi dent

Ket chi kan Gat eway Borough School Board

Ket chi kan Bor ough School District

Ket chi kan, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATENMENT: Shared his experience as a former
homeschool ed student in Ketchi kan School District.

SUMVER LAZENBY, Parent

Di rector

Educati onal Operations

Chal | enger Learning Center

Kenai Peni nsula School District

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Shared her experience as a parent of a
student who participated in virtual education.

ALI CIl A MARLOW Par ent

Kenai Peni nsula School District

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Shared her experience as a parent of a
student who participated in virtual education.

MONI CA GOYETTE, Assi stant Superi nt endent

Mat - Su Bor ough School District

Pal mer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Introduced testifiers from Mt-Su School
District.

JEANETTE PERDUE, Parent

Mat - Su Bor ough School District
Pal mer, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Shared her famly's experience with online
| ear ni ng.

GRACE PEDERSON, St udent

Mat - Su Bor ough School District

Wasi |l a, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Shared positive experiences wth Apex and
onl i ne educati on.

GRETCHEN M TCHELL, Student

West Hi gh School

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Shared her experience with technology in the
cl assroom

DEENE M TCHELL, representing herself

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of virtual education
opportunities.

JUDY ELEDCE, representing herself

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Discussed the rel ationship between techni cal
education in classroons and freeing teachers to teach reading to
| ow achi eving students.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8: 00: 35 AM

CHAIR SHELLEY HUGHES <called the Senate Education Standing
Committee neeting to order at 8:00 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senator Stevens and Chair Hughes. Senator Coghill
arrived shortly thereafter

Public Hearing on Virtual Education in Al aska; Kenai Peninsul a
Bor ough School District

8:01: 38 AM

CHAI R HUGHES announced that the conmttee would be hearing from
students at the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District about
Vi deo Tel e Commrunications (VIC) in the classroom and al so woul d
be hearing public testinony about virtual education programs in
Al aska.

8:02:51 AM
ROB SPARKS, Teacher, Soldotna Prep School, Kenai Peninsula
Bor ough  School District, presented information on virtua
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education in Soldotna Prep School. He said his students would be
participating in the presentation.

8:03:41 AM

GREG ZORBAS, Teacher, Kenai Borough School District, presented
information on virtual education in the Kenai Borough School
District.

MR, SPARKS introduced the student presentation on Video Tele
Communi cat i ons (VTC).

VR. ZORBAS echoed M. Spar ks' coment s. He noted the
presentation is student-driven.

8: 06: 04 AM
The students began their presentation.

The first topic was on unique differences and the advantages of
a broader perspective from Video Tele Comunication (VTQ
because students get to neet new people and |earn about their
way of living from their point of view They also get to hear
ot her people's opinions about cultural conflicts and engage in
virtual face-to-face conmunication. Finally, they can learn nore
about geography around the worl d.

8: 06: 33 AM

Students addressed differences in cultures. They have |earned
how to respect others and their beliefs and to be sensitive to
their diversity. Students denonstrate nutual respect during
their presentations. Learning about other cultures opens views
on how the rest of the world is treated and how well students
have it in America. It provides better socializing skills and
hi gher soci al awareness.

8:07:01 AM

Students discussed their experiences in a nore hands-on working
environnment. They collaborate in research projects and play the
Ghana Gane to learn about different cultures. They also use
Kahoot for tests and as a fun learning gane. They make use of
their VTC skills.

8:08: 25 AM
MR. ZORBUS noted the students will be asking conmttee nenbers
to participate in Kahoot.

The student continued with exanples of how they use applied
communi cation skills, such as Ilearning in a "room wthout
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wal ls." They learn how to ask questions by being engaged in the
di scussion and they use active |istening.

8: 09: 37 AM

Students explained that video conferencing allows collaboration
wth a partner classroom such as with virtual teans, projects,
activities, co-t eachi ng, and intra and interdisciplinary
cl asses. They col |l aborate with all age groups.

8:10: 15 AM
St udents descri bed the Ghana Gane.

8:11: 06 AM
SENATOR COGHI LL asked to see the students on full screen.

MR. ZORBA directed the nenbers to regroup.

8:13:19 AM

Students discussed good exanples of student engagenent and
col | aboration, such as partner classroons with virtual teans and
projects. There are question and answer opportunities wth
speakers and presenters. They talked about Padlet and Kahoot
that connect to people around the world. They have neet and
greet presentations and nystery quests/ Skype.

8:16: 01 AM
MR. ZORBAS directed conmmttee nenbers to go to the Padlet I|ink
and tell the class what an innovative classroom should | ook

like.

CHAI R HUGHES noted the senators were participating.

8:17: 06 AM

A student described Kahoot and invited the commttee nenbers to
participate in a short gane.

CHAI R HUGHES asked if they need to downl oad the application.

8:17:58 AM
MR. SPARKS sai d Kahoot asks for a game code.

CHAI R HUGHES asked for the ganme pin nunber.

MR. ZORBA said at the end of the presentation the comittee
woul d be given the game code.

8:19:04 AM
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Students described video conferencing skills and experiences.
They said they gain better communication skills, confidence, and
understanding and see how video conferencing can be wused in
various fields. They work in groups and in group settings and
learn etiquette and active listening skills.

Students spoke of the use of video conferencing technology in
various fields, such as telehealth and novie and television
production. They also wused video conferencing wth school
adm nistrators and with many peopl e around the gl obe.

8:20: 59 AM
Students spoke of the benefits of video conferencing, such as
savi ng noney by reducing travel costs. Colleges and jobs wll be

nore interested in students who have video conferencing skills.
They are |earning about various cultures and about other
perspectives on various topics. Video conferencing sets students
apart from ot her students.

8:22:45 AM
CHAI R HUGHES noted the arrival of Senator G essel.

MR. KORBUS announced that they will now plan Kahoot.

8:23:42 AM
CHAIR HUGHES said the game pin is available and anyone can
parti ci pate.

8:24:50 AM
The nenbers and students played Kahoot, a short gane show ng
exanples of VIC in the classroom It began with questions to
answer, such as how students can benefit from VIC in the
cl assroom

8:28: 36 AM

MR. SPARKS concl uded that VTC allows students to share resources
and take classes from other districts. Rural educators are very
interested in doing that. They are trying to find ways to expand
VTC.

8:30: 07 AM
MR ZORBUS noted a need for both types of online distance
education. He opened the session for questions.

8:30: 43 AM

SENATOR STEVENS said the presentation was very inpressive and
the skills such as listening and being involved and know ng what
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is going on in the comunity are very inportant. He thought the
class involved citizenship and civics. He asked if any students
plan to vote

8:31:34 AM
Several students replied that they did.

CHAI R HUGHES asked if they have m crophones, how the classroom
is different from a regular classroom and how the room is set

up.

8:32:46 AM

QLI VI A explained that there are two TVs and two caneras in the
room with a mcrophone hanging from the ceiling. Oten they use
smart boards for content.

MR. SPARKS asked themto explain the small group sessions.

QLI VI A expl ained that there are canmeras and mi crophones on their
| apt ops; they al so use headphones to comuni cat e.

8:34:32 AM
CHAIR HUGHES asked if the map of the world canme from their
cl ass.

8: 34: 58 AM
ASHLEY replied that the map is from Padl et and you can do it al
over the world, but they have done it just in the classroom

8:35:37 AM
MR. ZORBUS offered to pull up a slide that shows student
connecti ons.

SENATOR COGHI LL thanked the students and teachers and noted
their use of communication styles. He asked for the protocol
issues that help or frustrate |learning with VTC,

8:36:45 AM
OLIVIA said there are challenges connecting with others and the
lines are sonetimes busy. There are also positives - good

qual ity video and audi o.

8:37: 38 AM
CHAI R HUGHES asked if the advantages outwei gh the chall enges.

QLI VIA said sonetinmes because they have extra tine to practice
what they are going to say.
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CHAI R HUGHES asked M. Zorba the sane question.

8:.38:31 AM

MR. ZORBUS said they have been doing VIC for 10-12 years. The
advant ages outwei gh the disadvantages. The difficulties are far
and few between now conpared to previous years. They have one of
the best I T people in their district.

He showed the committee a map of all places the Sol dotna
students connected with in the first senester.

CHAl R HUGHES t hanked t he students and teachers.

8:41.:20 AM

CHAIR HUGHES opened public testinony. She asked several
guestions of consuners of education: whether virtual education
should be pronmoted and what potential it mght have, if the
quality of education would be inproved by using technol ogy, and
whet her there would be greater access to great teachers. She
wel comed witten testinmony from those who could not testify
today. She asked if virtual education is sonething that would be
good for students and should be advanced. She noted it is not a
heari ng on education funding.

8:42: 26 AM

ANNMARI E O BRI EN, Superi nt endent , Nort hwest Arctic Borough
School District (NWABSD), Kotzebue, introduced nenbers from her
district to testify on virtual education.

8:43: 27 AM

AMY EAKIN, D rector of Technology, Parent, Northwest Arctic
Borough School District (NWABSD), presented information on
virtual education in NWABSD. She described the changes in
t echnol ogy since 1997. She said her six children's education has
been greatly broadened by virtual education courses in the
district. They also provide VIC which allows for districtwde
courses. She agreed that virtual education should be grown to
al l ow students access to a broader range of experiences.

8:44:37 AM

KI ANA NORTON, Student, Kotzebue H gh School, presented a
student's perspective of the advantages of virtual education. It
all ows students to take online courses or participate in VIC It
allows her to take Japanese, not offered at her school, and it
provides flexibility in scheduling coursework.

8:46: 40 AM
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TREVOR SHAW President, Ketchikan Gateway Borough School Board,
Ket chi kan Borough School District, shared his experience as a
former honmeschool ed student in Ketchikan School District. He
described the advantages of his virtual education. He shared
i nformati on about Fast Track and the Al aska Digital Acadeny. He
said education has nultiple aspects, Is sustainable and
efficient. It provides the opportunity for students to take
control of their education. It pronotes success.

8:50: 52 AM

SUMVER  LAZENBY, Par ent , Director, Educat i onal Oper at i ons,
Chal | enger Learning Center, Kenai Peninsula School District,
shared her experience as a parent of a student who participated
in virtual education. She |listed the advantages of VIC
especially the connections with international sites. It provided
her daughter an opportunity to communicate unfiltered one-on-one
with other students and inproved her "soft skills" such as
conmuni cati on and t eamnor K.

8:53:22 AM

ALICI A MARLOW Parent, Kenai Peninsula School District, shared
her experience as a parent of a student who participated in
virtual education. She shared her experience in a pioneering
famly and her daughter's involvenent in pioneering VIC at
school. She listed the advantages of VTC She spoke of her
experience with VIC as a UAA student. Students' involvenent in
VTC prepares them for college in nmany ways, as well as having an
econom ¢ benefit.

8:56: 26 AM

MONI CA GOYETTE, Assistant Superintendent, Mat-Su Borough Schoo
District, introduced testifiers from Mat-Su School District. She
said they would discuss how virtual education can neet diverse
student needs and | ocati ons.

JEANETTE PERDUE, Parent, Mat-Su Borough School District, shared
her famly's experience with online |earning. She described her
experience as a parent, teacher, and aunt. She stressed the
i mportance of the human connection and virtual education. She
listed exanpl es and advantages of online classes. She concl uded
that their school district is providing a great justice to all
students by using online |[earning. It rmust include the
i nvol venent of |oving, caring adults.

9:02: 52 AM
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GRACE PEDERSON, Student, WMat-Su Borough School District, shared
positive experiences with Apex and online education. She I|isted
types of classes she took and the advantages of online classes,
such as course offerings, time managenent, and catching up on
credits. She talked about the inportance of having a persona
relationship with online teachers.

9: 05:48 AM

GRETCHEN M TCHELL, Student, Wst High School, shared her
experience with technology in the classroom She gave exanples
of the inportance of the teacher in her classroons to notivate
her. She noted Kahoot was a fun ganme in English. She described
her experience with online classes wthout the presence of
teachers as sonething that did not work for her.

CHAI R HUGHES asked if she took two-way virtual classes.
M5. M TCHELL sai d no.
CHAI R HUGHES recal |l ed the inportance of human connecti on.

9:08: 20 AM

DEENE M TCHELL, representing herself, testified in support of
virtual education opportunities. She stressed the inportance of
the connection wth teachers and adults. She said classes
wi t hout teachers didn't work for her children. She spoke of the
benefits of VCT in rural areas. She did not want to see funding
taken away fromregul ar educati on.

9:10: 55 AM

JUDY ELEDGE, representing herself, discussed the relationship
bet ween technical education in classroons and the freeing up of
teachers to teach reading to |low achieving students. She shared
her vast experience as an educator. She stressed the need for
nore teachers in elenentary education. She is now a technica
coach and has a reading specialty.

She enphasized that education is no longer a one-room school
house. However, many schools in Alaska are either K-12 schools
or conbi nations of grades and face the inpossibility of having
one teacher teach all grades. She said she has not found a
virtual classroom that can teach K-2 reading. She noted the
i nportance of having a teacher teach elenentary students how to
read. She maintained that an advantage of a virtual classroomis
that it could free teachers to teach younger students while
ol der students took online classes.
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9:14: 58 AM
CHAIR HUGHES nade a point that teachers in a K-12 school nust
have a secondary teaching certificate.

9:15: 22 AM

SENATOR STEVENS said he is inpressed about what notivated, high
achieving students can do. He asked how virtual education can
hel p | ow achi evers.

9:16: 06 AM
M5. ELEDGE suggested that if students cannot read they are not
successful. She repeated the inportance of virtual education

freeing up teachers to teach the |ow achievers, especially in
readi ng. Research says to target instruction for students who
cannot read for 30 mnutes a day, which is not possible in a K-
12 school. She concluded that virtual education allows high
school students to work at their level using technology and
renmedi al students to work with a real teacher.

9:18:45 AM

CHAI R HUGHES observed that the |ow achieving students are the
focus of virtual <classroons. Gving them access to great
teachers and course options can notivate them to be involved.
Ti m Shummay at Copper River School noted that technology allows
the learning gaps to be seen immediately. She thought virtual
education had great potential for |ow achieving students. She
stressed that, "W are not doing the best we can across the
state.”

She noted the inportance of teachers and adm nistrators know ng
how to teach in virtual classroons - the focus of the next
comittee neeting.

9:20: 48 AM

SENATOR d ESSEL thanked Chair Hughes for highlighting the fact
that education has changed and allow ng nmenbers the opportunity
to change their thinking about how education is delivered.

CHAI R HUGHES made announcenents about the next neeting.
9:21:46 AM
There being no further business to conme before the commttee,

Chair Hughes adjourned the Senate Education Standing Conmittee
at 9:23 a.m
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