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PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REGQ STER

M CHAEL JOHNSON, Conmi ssi oner

Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnent ( EDC)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Introduced the guest speakers and the
virtual educational program overviews that they would each
present .

TAMERA VAN WYHE, | nterim Superi nt endent

Copper River School District (CRSD)

G ennal | en, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Co-presented the overview on virtua
| ear ni ng.

TI' M SHUMMY, Teacher

Copper River School District (CRSD)

G ennal | en, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Co-presented the overview on virtua
| ear ni ng.

JAMES STONE, Superi ntendent

Mat anuska- Susi t na Bor ough School District (MSD)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Co-presented the overview on virtua
| ear ni ng.

JEFF BLACKBURN, Education Technol ogi st

O fice of Instruction

Mat anuska- Susi t na Borough School District (MSD)

Pal mer, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Co-presented the overview on virtua
| ear ni ng.

ANDREA WAGNER, Seni or

Wasi |l a H gh School

Wasill a, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified during the hearing on virtual
| ear ni ng.
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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:00: 31 AM

CHAI R HARRI ET DRUVMOND cal |l ed the joint neeting of the House and
Senate Education Standing Conmittees to order at 8:00 a.m
Representati ves Drummond, Kopp, Parish, Johnston, Spohnholz, and
Tal erico, and Senators Coghill, Gessel, Stevens, Begich, and
Hughes were present at the call to order. Al so present was
Representative Otiz.

PRESENTATI ON:  Virtual Learning, by Tammy Van Whe, Interim
Superi nt endent, Copper River School District

8:01:30 AM

CHAI R DRUMMOND announced that the only order of business would
be a presentation on virtual |earning.

8:02:32 AM

M CHAEL JOHNSON, Conm ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent (EDC), introduced the guest speakers and the
educati onal prograns that they woul d be presenting.

8:04: 01 AM

TAMERA VAN WYHE, Interim Superintendent, Copper River School
District (CRSD), said many technically, innovative prograns are
occurring in the Copper R ver School District. Al t hough the
district is conparable in size to the State of Chio, it hosts
only three, K-12 public schools: A ennallen (282), Kenny Lake
(72), and Slana (12), as well as the Upstream Learning hone
education program (79); 445 total students. Directing attention
to the commttee handout, titled, "Living the Possibilities:
Excel | ent Education, Every Day, Expanding Opportunities in Rural
Alaska with Digital Tools and D stance-Delivered Instruction,”
pages 3 and 4, she drew attention to the contrast between the
2012- 13 and 2016-17 Master Course Schedule for the high school
students district wde. Four vyears ago, only three video
conferenced classes (VIC) were offered. The new high school
schedule was created to incorporate teleconmunications |earning
opportunities, and today VIC and distance delivery is totally
incorporated into the schedul e. Every teacher is involved and
teachers are no |longer associated with the physical school where
they are positioned, only with the class that they teach;
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accessible to any student. Because of the distance |earning
options, one teacher who, although transferred out of the
district, still teaches full time via the virtual classroom co-
presenter, M. Shumay.

8:08: 15 AM

M5. VAN WHE referred to the handout, page 5, to list the
technol ogi cal avenues being blended into the traditional, K-12
cl assroons that enhance the |earning opportunities, which are

di stance-delivered instruction; synchronous instruction via VIC

fully on-line classes, also referred to as e-learning;
asynchronous courses; and a variable-term high school scheduling
nmodel allowi ng a nunber of opportunities that aren't necessarily
technol ogy based but allow a high level of flexibility. She
reported that CRSD received a digital teaching initiative grant,
the only district in Alaska to be awarded a Rural Uilities
Services (RUS) Gant, [US. Departnent of Agriculture (USDA)].
A definition of personalized, blended |earning, as provided by
the Christensen Institute [founded on the theories of Harvard
prof essor Clayton Christensen, wth offices in the Boston
Massachusetts, area and Silicon Valley, California] describes a
formal education programin which a student learns: at least in
part through online learning, wth sone elenent of student
control over tine, place, path, and/or pace; at least in part in
a supervised brick-and-nortar |ocation away from hone; and the
nodalities along each student's learning path, within a course
or on a subject, are connected to provide an integrated |earning
experience. The digital prograns and equi pnent used to create a

bl ended experience include: | - Ready, Edgenuity, |1XL, Actively
Learn, Nearpod, G Suite for Education, |aptop conputers, i Pads,
Pol ycom VTC equi pnent, and pronethean boards. She provided

screen images of each of these progranms, and offered a brief
expl anation of how they are applied [the imges were not nmade
part of the commttee packet]. The benefits of this approach
include: a guaranteed and viable curriculum extends the reach
of the teacher; the content adapts to student needs; access to
rich, real -tine dat a; portability of i nstruction; and
transparency and accountability.

8:16: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ asked about the program Actively Learn,
and whether it integrates with the other software.

M5. VAN WYHE deferred to Ti m Shumway.
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M5. VAN WYHE fi ni shed saying that the success is in the details.
The district enploys tech support people who work to keep all of
t he prograns coordi nated and the systens running.

8:21: 02 AM

TI' M SHUMMY, Teacher, Copper River School District, took up the
presentation, to further discuss how the distance delivery is
handl ed, paraphrasing from a prepared statenent, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

Allow ne to begin by saying that while | recognize the
val ue of individual e-learning courses, what | would
like to share with you today is an additional option
for addressing the access gap that we see in our rural
school s today.

| nstructional Advant ages

Real -time distance delivery offers the opportunity to
deliver high-quality, focused direct instruction to
students in an interactive learning environnment. To
echo the |anguage that Ms. Van Whe has used, it
allows us to extend the reach of our teachers. 1'd
like to share with you what that | ooks |like for me.

| nstructional Advantages (2)

Currently, | teach to all three of our district’s
schools - in dennallen, Kenny Lake, and Slana - and |
do so from an office in Anchorage. In addition to the
use of Ilive video conferencing, | rely heavily on
Googl e classroom a free content nanagenent system to
facilitate t he di stribution of i nstructional
material s. This allows me to instantly share
assignnents and resources, and also allows ne access
to student work, even while it is still in progress.

In addition, every day | deliver and record direct

instruction and post it on the google classroom
Students who are absent can view the exact sane
instruction as those students who were in class, and
any student who needs to go back and review nateri al
can do so at their own pace. Al of the materials
posted in this content managenent system are avail abl e
to students at any tinme or place.

| nstructional Advantages (3)
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Video conference instruction is not at all new to
Al aska, as it has been used with varying degrees of
success for well over a decade. In ny mnd, however,
the nost inportant developnent for the efficacy of
di stance-delivery instruction has been the energence
of truly dynamc and interactive content tools. Wen I
first encountered video conferencing as a new teacher

in Alaska 12 years ago, material was still being faxed
back and forth on a daily basis, and texts were sent
through the mail. Now, with tools like Actively Learn

our content can be far nore engaging and responsive
The screenshot on this slide shows just sone of the
features that a tool like this can offer...

At the bottom of the page, you see an exanple of a
guestion that the teacher can enbed in the text. These
guestions act as roadblocks, so that as students
answer, the teacher can easily nonitor their progress
t hrough and conprehension of the text. In addition,
teachers can create notes and enbed nultinmedia content
to enrich the text. Student have access to a nunber of
tools as well, including definitions, shared notes,
audio, and a flagging tool to alert the teacher if
they are struggling with sonething.

When teachers are actively engaging with students in
this way, they are able to provide nearly imediate
f eedback.

Feedback is Teaching -
We Dbelieve that direct instruction is inportant. W

believe that practice is essential. But practice on
its own is not enough. Pardon the cliché, but practice
does not make perfect - practice nmakes pernmanent. In
order for students to learn, we need to provide them
with meani ngf ul i ndi vi dual f eedback. Recei vi ng

feedback is nore than sinply receiving a grade.
Students need to be affirmed when they are successful,
and the teacher needs to be able to intervene,
redirect, and guide students forward when they
st ruggl e.

So while direct instruction and practice remain vital,

our new mantra has becone, “The feedback is the
t eachi ng.”
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Actively Learn and tools like it demand that every
student grapple wth every question, while also
providing teachers wth an efficient vehicle for
giving individual, personalized feedback in real-tine
so that students can correct their m sunderstandings.
Wen we do this, we are personalizing their learning -
addressing with each individual the concepts and ideas
that they need reinforced.

Feedback is Teaching (2) -

Anot her gr eat t ool for provi di ng meani ngf ul
personal i zed feedback is Google Docs. In a traditional
cl assroom a student may conplete a witing assignnent
and turn it in, only to wait for days for the teacher
to return it. Wwen they do get it back, many turn
imediately to see the grade, and never even |ook at
the feedback at all. Wen this happens, the feedback
is meaningless, and the tinme that the teacher invest
is wasted. Feedback is nost neaningful while the

student is still engaged in the |earning process, not
after the fact. Wth Google docs, students can
coll aborate in real-time to inprove witing and share
i deas.

Feedback

The graph on this slide shows that over 85% of ny
students have indicated that the feedback they receive
in ny distance delivery course is faster than the
feedback they have received in traditional courses.
This is not because | try harder than other teachers,
it is because | use tools that enable this kind of
personal, timely interaction.

Communi cat i on Advant ages -

One criticism of distance delivery courses is that the
teacher is less accessible to the students. W have
observed that while there is a teacher face to face
Wi th students and questions can be asked in the sane
way that they are in a traditional classroom video
conf erence i nstruction can actual |y i ncrease
communi cati on between the teacher and sone students.
There are a variety of tools that we use every day to
acconplish this - emai |, f eedback cycl es in
interactive tools like the ones | have described, and
even individual google hangout neetings w th students.
Wiy is this inportant? Because 74% of ny students
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i ndicated that they have used these alternate fornms of
communi cation to ask questions that they otherw se
woul d not have asked aloud. Student voices are not
ignored, as critics claim but rather enpowered.

St udent Voi ces -
| have a short video clip with sone student voices.

Before | show this short video clip, | would like to
reiterate that we in the Copper R ver School district
fully support the use of individual e-1 earning

courses. However, we also recognize the special role
that teachers play in supporting student |earning.
When these students use the term “VIC' in this video,
they are referring to the kind of instruction that |
have descri bed here today.

Qpportunity: Equitable Access Through Col | aboration

The Copper River School District is certainly not
alone our wuse of this node of instruction. The
superi nt endent from the Lower Kuskokwi m  School
District testified to this on Mnday. However, there
are many smaller districts |like ours, both on and off
the road system that would benefit from a higher
degree of cooperation and collaboration. There is no
reason a student in Tatitlek or Crooked Creek could
not be enrolled in a course offered by the Copper
Ri ver School District, or that a student of ours could
not be enrolled in a course offered by Chugach Schoo
District.

In our own district, we have already started to see
the results. W are able to provide nore appropriate
course offerings to our students, especially those at
our smaller sites, which in turn allows students to be
chal | enged

Qpportunity: Teacher Quality and Retention

If we truly believe that every child deserves a
quality education, it is our duty to the children of
Al aska to provide the best possible educators to all
st udent s, regardless of their physical | ocati on.
Students in rural areas deserve expert teachers in
each content area. W cannot acconplish this wthout
technol ogy, and based on our experience in the Copper
Ri ver School District, we believe that a coll aborative
approach to offering video teleconferencing courses
could help to bridge this access gap.
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| began ny career in the small upriver village of
Crooked Creek in the Kuspuk School District. | fully
understand the inportant job that village teachers
have. This kind of collaboration would not replace,
but rather would refocus and enpower generali st
teachers in small rural schools to serve as nentors,
coaches, and interventionists. It would allow them to
concentrate on building relationships and providing
support for students wi th uni que needs.

Before | turn the presentation back over to Ms. Van
Whe, | would like extend an invitation to all of you
to join one of ny classes live. The final slide has ny
contact information, so if you would like to see this
nodel in action, please feel free to contact ne for
speci fics.

8:27:46 AM

MR. SHUMMY presented a brief video to enphasize the quality and
val ue provided by the tel econferenced courses.

8:34: 05 AM

M5. VAN WHE said parents initially expressed concerns for
havi ng students positioned before a conputer screen through the
majority of the school day and questioned how interactive,
hands-on activities could still be incorporated. However, the
hi gh school schedule was reworked from the original structured
format, and she presented a brief video of a student's typical
day.

8:39: 20 AM

M5. VAN WYHE said every component is inportant, but what remains
the nost crucial is the teacher. She offered a quote from
M chael Trucano, who stated, "The role of the teacher is alnost
al ways nore central, indeed fundanmental, than it was before the
i ntroduction of technology.” Finishing, she said it's necessary

to take up the wurgency for this teaching approach, to be
proactive, and continually innovative.

8:40: 54 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSTON asked M. Shumway whet her students nust
denonstrate course nmastery prior to advancenent.
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MR. SHUMWMY responded that a VIC class operates in a nornal
manner and the students nove through the course work together
ensuring class discussion opportunities; not at an independent
pace. Courses are not mastery based, where a student nust
conplete a task prior to exposure to new nmaterial. However,
sone of the program activities l|lend thenselves to requiring
specific answers prior to advancenent.

8:42: 24 AM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSTON questioned what effect this approach has
had on the cost of administration; an i ncrease or decrease.

VB. VAN WYHE said nmaterials costs are a wash and the

adm ni stration has been reorganized. Purchases of expensive
texts has been replaced with providing devices at the rate of
1.5 per student. She said, "W manage it all, really on a

shoestring in terms of adm nistrative people and support staff."”

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSTON asked if there appears to be a
redefining of the brick-and-nortar aspect of the school.

M5. VAN WYHE answered yes. She opined that there is no reason
that rural students can't receive an excellent education. The
three students in Selana School are an exanple that today's
education no |longer needs to occur within a certain building, or
in a specific school district.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSTON asked whether CRSD offers a pre-K
program

M5. VAN WYHE responded no, and reported that the Copper River
Native Association is developing a child center that wll
provi de prograns for children frombirth to age five.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSTON questioned the wuse of individualized
learning in the primary grades.

M5. VAN WYHE said the nmethod is successfully applied in the
primary classrooms. She invited nmenbers to visit the Kenny Lake
School, where the multi-age, 20 student, K-2nd |evel classroom
utilizes a station rotation forum and is expediting the rate at
whi ch students are |earning. Technol ogy levels the playing
field for students, she argued.

8:46:42 AM
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CHAI R HUGHES pondered what a reasonable class size is for a VIC
cour se. She also asked if there is data available conparing
outcones for students who participate in VIC classes versus
traditional classroons; analyzing intervention efficacy, and
| earning results.

MR. SHUMMY responded that the classes he teaches range from 10-
33 students, located at three different sites. He opined that
it is reasonable to expect a VIC teacher to carry a standard
size class. The efficiencies that are enjoyed allows for |arge
class sizes, while still providing nmeaningful feedback, and the
sight location isn't a factor. Sone data is available in terns
of course conpletion and success; however, given the snmall data
sanple, a side by side conparison study would be prenature.

CHAIR HUGHES predicted that the data wll Iikely show student
i nprovenent due to the ability for a student to ask and receive
help in an anonynous manner, versus voicing a difficulty before
an entire classroom

8:49: 35 AM

CHAI R HUGHES asked for further information on the grant M. Van
Whe nentioned, and also whether there is a coordinated effort
for a collaborative exchange of classes between districts
st at ew de.

M5. VAN WHE answered that the previously nentioned Rural
Uilities Services (RUS) Gant, [US. Departnment of Agriculture
(USDA)] funds technology initiatives that support telenedicine
and education in rural Al aska. At one tinme many districts
benefited from the grant but it has evolved to becone
conpetitive and |last year only four were awarded. The district
received over $500,000, and used the award to upgrade video
tel econferencing equipnment and increase the nunber of wunits.
Regarding the cooperation between districts, partnerships are
being forged and VTC exchange programs are occurring. For two
years, Copper River and Chugach districts have enjoyed nutual
support. Copper River provides VTIC opportunities to Chugach and
in turn is able to enroll and send students to participate in
the Voyage to Excellence (VTE) canp style prograns hosted by
Chugach. The Career and Technical Education (CTE) and the
Al aska Society for Technology in Education (ASTIE) conferences
were both platforms used by Copper Ri ver as outreach

opportunities. Small districts have taken an interest and
di scovered the benefit of wusing VIC as a neans to access
addi ti onal highly  proficient teachers beyond, the one
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generalist high school teacher that a small school/district may
enpl oy.

SENATOR HUGHES asked whether class fees are paid by other
districts to Copper River for a student enrolled in one of the
VTC cour ses.

M5. VAN WYHE said thus far Copper River is footing any bills,
and a three year, digital teaching initiative grant is being

used to cover the costs. However, the conmtnment by Copper
River is to make the effort work, and she stressed, "It's not
about the noney, it's not about a contract, it's about offering

opportunities to students.”

8:53: 20 AM

SENATOR BEG CH noted the skill set needed for the technical
cl assroom approach of the future and asked whether teachers are
receiving that type of training today. Al so, VTC equipnent

requi res sonmeone on site to provide technical (IT) support, and
who in the district has that know edge. Finally, he asked how
screen freezes and ot her technical hiccups are handl ed.

MR. SHUMMY responded that teacher skills do need to be honed

and sonetines an individual teacher wll take on the task of
prepari ng coll eagues. Teacher training courses will need to
begin to offer nethodology <classes in VIC The m ni mal

technological glitches are worked around and have not been
significant.

M5. VAN WHE added that the |IT support and expertise is
necessary. Teacher preparation courses should incorporate this
training, she stressed. Certainly a plan B is necessary should
the technology not perform at a given tinme, but thus far the
glitches have been m ni mal.

MR. SHUMMAY recalled only having two school days, in a two year
period, when contact with distance cl asses fail ed.

8:56:44 AM

REPRESENTATI VE PARI SH referred to a 2014-15 report showi ng the
vari ance of connectivity percentages between the 53 districts
and the associated bandw dth costs. A sanple of the contrasts
t hat exist: Copper River is in the bottom sixth percentile for
bandwi dth but in the top 20 for speed; Pelican is two thirds
less in connectivity [than Copper River] but over 100 percent
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the cost; and Northwest Arctic is eight tines the cost and one
fifth the connectivity. He asked whether it's inportant for
these nunbers to be aligned, or brought to a standard, to
provide a nore uniform level of connectivity, thus ensuring
practical, col | aborati on opportunities to smal |, rura
districts.

M5. VAN WYHE opined that this point could be the nobst inportant
measure addressed by today's legislature. Being able to provide
VIC opportunities is a gane changer, especially in rural
settings. An affordable, working connection is key to making it
possi bl e.

8:58: 31 AM

JAMES STONE, Superintendent, Matanuska-Susitna Borough School
District (MSBSD), said that one of the five strategic priorities
adopted by the Alaska State School Board, for inplenentation by
the Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (EED), is to
noderni ze the education system The Mat anuska- Susitna Borough

School District (MSBSD) is well into neeting that strategy, he
said, operating under three guiding principles, which are to be
responsi ve, resourceful, and relevant. Further, the district

operates under the prem se that every student learns differently
and every fam |y deserves choice. Currently, 36 percent of the
famlies chose a school outside of their assigned nei ghborhood,
and the evolution of <choice has not stopped with the open
boundari es. Program and i ndividual choice has neant that each
school provides niche opportunities and my host students who
are not only attending due to a boundary exenption but may be
attending as a honeschool er, or charter school student. Choi ce
is essential to the thenme of neeting each <child as an
i ndi vidual; the current national trend. He reported that hone
school represents the district's correspondence program
operating out of Mt-Su Central. The students each hold an
i ndividual learning plan (ILP). At one tinme, |ILP students would
access the school district solely to gather their 1earning
materials and have no other connection to the site. However,
with the bl ended approach, and expansion of the site from 7,000
to 21,000 square feet, the relationship has changed. St udent s
now take advantage of the access provided for art, nusic,
library, technology, and club opportunities. Fam |y centered
activities have al so devel oped. The correspondence program has
doubl ed under this effort. Twindly Bridge Charter School has
mrrored this to sone extent, and to the sane benefit of the
famlies involved. Everyday students travel throughout the
district to access course offerings and take advantage of
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resources that are hosted by the different schools. Mobility
between facilities allows nobility between prograns. The
approach nmeans that students can have the opportunity to take
advantage of a wde variety of classes, such as welding,
avi ation, energency technician, and building trades. Ten years
ago, this type of sharing and access would not have been
possi bl e. He reported that the resource sharing nodel is used
t hroughout the district's educational prograns. Further, the
district launched the first mddle college in Alaska, at the
Eagle River canpus, which is being relocated to the Mat-Su
canpus in anticipation of enrollnment reaching 200. Al ong the
lines of personalized |earning, when students are coll ege ready,
t hey can access applicable prograns via dual enrollnment. Access
has al so expanded into a district partnership wth the Al aska
Native Science and Engineering Program (ANSEP). He reported
that 250 students are enrolled at two or nore district schools
to access 619 courses. A personalized |earning approach is the
goal and the blended |earning experience provides the tools to
get there, he stressed.

9:09: 53 AM

MR. STONE said technology won't replace teachers, but it does
change how teaching is provided, especially in consideration of
the three P s: pace, tailored to the individual need; path,
providing the flexibility of what a student wants; and place

maki ng | earning accessible on a 24/7 basis. He nentioned that
hi gh schoolers tend to study between 10:00 p.m to 2:00 a.m To
provi de a rich bl ended | earni ng/ digital differentiation
approach, available prograns include: APEX, Khan Acadeny, Mboby
Max, E-Dynamcs, Read 180, Math 180, Spelling GCty, Conpass
Learning, DreanBox, V WMth, ALEKs, CI SCO Learning Acadeny,
Col l ections, Florida Virtual, d4 assFlow, Renaissance Learning,
Starfall, BrainPop, Typing.com Read Naturally Live, Ntro Type,
Pearson Success, Honework Help, Tutor.com CodeMonkey, Digital

Passport, and Lexia. Part of the challenge is to nanage the
progranms Wi thout duplication. To neet the Carnegie credit
standard, APEX was chosen as the primary platform It nmeets a

nunber of needs/standards including National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) requirenments, to support students who are
pursuing athletic scholarships. Model s that students choose
from are: al la carte, on-line courses with a virtual teacher;
enhanced virtual, on-line courses that incorporate a | ocal
teacher; and blended, which uses a standard classroom setting
and includes digital differentiation. He said that in FY16,
students received 3,000 credits via al la carte and enhanced
virtual |earning systens.
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9:12: 27 AM

MR. STONE said, as a sophonore, his daughter was able to use
bl ended |earning during her exchange year in Spain; accessing
math classes wth a Mit-Su teacher, and biology via a virtual
teacher in Wsconsin. Consideration for what enployers want, is
also a factor, and they tend to look for workers based on the
f our Cs skills: communi cat i on, critical t hi nki ng,
col | aborative, and creativity. These four skills are not
attainable today wthout the use of technology, thus, Mat-Su
adopted a five year technol ogy plan. He finished by explaining
that a three year, professional developnent plan was also
adopted to ensure that all teachers will be cycled through a
training course for admnistering the |earning managenent
system

9:16: 23 AM

JEFF BLACKBURN, Education Technol ogist, Ofice of Instruction,
Mat anuska- Susi t na Borough School District (MBSD), said the focus
of his position is to inplenent personalized learning in the
school district. He described how students were once chall enged
by roadblocks that were effecting their ability to conplete
courses and graduate. The situation can now be addressed
through a collection of on-site <classes to conplenent a
student's on-line |earning. Si mul taneous with assenbling the
collection of on-site classes for students, the teachers were
recei ving professional developnent in a nmethod called Capturing
Kids Hearts. The nmethod builds on the theory that students need
academ c nentors to assist them through roadblocks, overcone
hurdl es, and chanpion their efforts. The nunber of on-site
cl asses offered was inproved and col |l ege preparation, robotics,
art, and conputer program ng courses were added. The conputer
| ab was renodel ed/designed into the Raven's Roost Cyber Café,
providing a relationship based, on-site, high interest |earning
space. It allows students to engage in on-line courses while
still having a certified teacher present for in-room assistance.
A one week, detailed attendance snapshot of the café showed a
total of 2,121 students assenbling for the follow ng reasons:
208 attending on-site classes; 229 visited the library; 312
attended a technology class; 220 attended an art class; 225
participated in mnusic; 180 met with club nenbers; 180 gathered
and prepared for field trips; and the remainder cane through for
a variety of reasons such as workshops or appointnents wth
t eacher advi sors. The five year graduation rate rose from 45,
in 2012, to 71, in 2016. Wiile this was occurring at WMat-Su
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Central School, the brick and nortar schools brought in digita
tools to create a blended |earning acadeny; proposed for FY 18.
A wai ver request has been submtted to EED to allow the creation

of a personalized learning environment that wll of fer
flexibility to the famlies in a blended environnment. The
students wll participate in project based learning wth
t eachers in the classroom while being supported wth

differentiated reading and math curriculum using the enhanced
virtual nodel

9:21: 24 AM

MR. BLACKBURN expl ai ned that Al aska has 600 open conputing jobs,
but in 2014 there were only 18 conputer science graduates, of
which only 11 percent were femnale. Further only 60 high school
students took the advance placenment (AP) Conputer Science exam
in 2016, and only three schools offered AP Conputer Science.
The teachers have responded by creating a blended conputer
science class at two of the district's conprehensive high
school s using Harvard's CS-50, free, on-line course work.

9:22:40 AM

ANDREA WAGNER, Senior, Wasilla H gh School, reported having
taken the Harvard CS-50 course renotely. Al'l  of her current
cl asses, save one, are on-line conputer classes. Not initially
interested in technol ogy, she said her first nedia course peaked
her interest. She described the Harvard CS-50 bl ended class,
whi ch provides streaned |ectures and work sessions tw ce per
week. Being absent is no longer an excuse for mssing an
assignnment, she said. Her interest in psychology has been
suppl anted by her interest in conputer science. She has been
able to proceed at her own pace and interact freely with her
classmates from around the country. She described the APEX
system and said it allows her to work at the pace she prefers
while still having a teacher avail able. Comput er codi ng access
is now available for 7th and 8th graders, which puts those
students ahead of her in sone ways, she | anented.

9:27:45 AM

MR. STONE provided a brief video to illustrate the various
canpuses and associated activities.

9:30: 20 AM
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SENATOR HUGHES t hanked the participants and announced the next
neeti ng of the Senate Education Standing Commttee.

CHAI R DRUMMOND t hanked the participants and announced the next
nmeeti ng of the House Education Standing Conmittee.

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttees, the joint
nmeeting of the House Education Standing Commttee and Senate
Education Standing Commttee was adjourned at 9:30 a. m
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