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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:31:36 PM

CHAIR CLICK BISHOP called the Senate Community and Regional
Affairs Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 3:31 p.m
Present at the call to order were Senators Stedman, Hoffnan,
MacKi nnon, Gardner, and Chair Bi shop

SB  77- SECOND CLASS BOROUGH SERVI CE AREAS

3:32:17 PM

CHAI R BI SHOP announced consideration of SB 77. He noted that
Senator M cciche was the sponsor, and public testinony had been
opened and cl osed.

3:33: 05 PM

RACHEL HANKE, staff, Senator Peter Mcciche, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, briefly reviewed that SB 77 would
expand the authority of second class boroughs to exercise the
| ocal option of creating a non-taxable service area to provide
energency services along highway corridors. Since there are no
voters residing in the service area boundaries, the borough wll
be able to use a portion of its federal paynent in lieu of taxes
(PILT) allocation to cover the <costs. Then every highway
corridor traveler will receive these vital energency response
benefits with no additional cost to the state.

CHAI R BI SHOP opened public testinony on SB 77.

3:34: 01 PM
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ROY BROMI NG Central Energency Services, Soldotna, Al aska,
supported SB 77. H's service area covers 61 mles of the
Sterling H ghway and provides nutual aid to sonme of the
communities that this bill would create a possible service area
for. They currently provide nutual aid to the communities of
Cooper Landi ng, Mdose Pass, and Bear Creek when needed. However,
there are times when Cooper Landing and Mose Pass don't have
the structure or the ability to provide anbul ance service, and
his comunity's anbul ance ends up going 20 to 30 mles outside
of their service area to respond to their energencies putting
t he burden back on the Sol dotna service area. \Wen the service
area is established, then the local communities in the affected
areas can establish what paraneters and training are needed to
hel p them provide primary response in their areas.

3:36: 03 PM
JAMES BAISDEN, Fire Chief, N kiski Fire Departnent, N kiski,
Al aska, said he supports SB 77 for all the reasons Chief

Br owni ng spoke about.

3:37:01 PM
CHAIR BI SHOP, seeing no further questions or coments, closed
public testinmny on SB 77.

3:37:15 PM
At ease

3:38:57 PM
SENATOR MACKI NNON rnmoved to report SB 77, |abeled 30-LS0657\A,
from commttee wth individual recomendations and attached
fiscal note.

CHAI R BI SHOP announced that w thout objection, SB 77 noved from
the Senate Community and Regi onal Affairs Standing Conmttee.

SB 18- NEW CLASS OF BOROUGH

3:39: 24 PM
CHAI R Bl SHOP announced consi deration of SB 18.

3:39:35 PM

SENATOR LYMAN HOFFMAN, sponsor of SB 18, said everyone in Al aska
is aware that energy costs continue to be a challenge. He said
he has worked extensively on weatherization and alternative
energy |legislation and many other progranms to try to address the
high cost of living in the State of Al aska, particularly rural
and northern Al aska. These prograns have been quite successful
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and have saved mllions of dollars for thousands of Al askans.
This particular piece of legislation is an option for areas to
consider in addressing the high costs of energy in their area
It is in no way trying to deter anyone from considering other
forms of governnent.

3:42: 14 PM

MARI DON  BOARI O, staff to Senator Hof f man, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, explained that SB 18 would allow
communities the option of creating a new class of borough,
called an energy borough. It would have limted powers to tax a
non-renewabl e resource within its boundaries, and use that tax
revenue to fund energy projects that would directly contribute
to lowering the cost of energy within the borough. It would be
allowed to levy a property tax and inpose liens to enforce it on
property used to explore for, develop, or produce non-renewabl e
resources. It would be allowed to enter into PILT with the
t axpayer, have |imted bonding capacity to fund energy
infrastructure projects in the borough, and only borrow noney
for energy projects. SB 18 does not nmandate borough formation

it just adds another form of borough option in state statute.

SENATOR HOFFMAN asked her to go over what the taxing ability
would be limted to, because it is an integral part of this
| egislation that is of great concern to nmany people.

3:44:13 PM

MS5. BOARI O responded that this energy borough would only be able
to levy property taxes on a non-renewable resource within its
boundaries. It would not be allowed to levy a property tax on
i ndi vidual s, recreational, or any other personal property.

SENATOR STEDVAN asked whi ch version she was working from

M5. BOARIO said she was using version \U, although it hadn't
been adopted yet.

SENATOR MACKINNON nmoved to adopt CSSB 18( ), version 30-
LS0252\ U.

3:45:26 PM

CHAIR BI SHOP said the conmttee would work off of this version
for the time being. He asked Ms. Boario to provide a sectiona
anal ysi s.

M5. BOARI O responded that sections 1 - 6 deal with Title 14, the
education statutes, and that is because SB 18 is not proposing
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to change anything currently in the unorganized boroughs. The
first sections have to be put in so they can be taken out to
show t hat not hi ng changes in the education funding statutes.

Section 8 adds energy borough to the list of borough
classifications in Title 29, the borough statutes. Section 9
aut hori zes incorporation and adds the requirenents.

Section 10 refers back to the education requirenent that this
| egislation is exenpting.

Section 11 lists the powers that she nentioned, which are the
ability to inpose a property tax on tangible personal
properties, to explore for, develop, or produce non-renewable
resources, to issue bonds to finance energy infrastructure
projects, and the power to create an assenbly that would oversee
t he borough governnent.

CHAIR BISHOP found no objections and said the CSSB 18 ( ),
versi on 30-LS0252\ U, was adopt ed.

3:48: 08 PM

SENATOR STEDMAN said normally a borough has property taxes
excl uding exenpt property or deed restricted property and such
So, why would you want to exenpt all of the property other than
just the m ne?

M5. BOARI O answered the idea is not to inpose another |ayer of
government on areas that maybe don't have it already or have an
individual city, or their own taxes. It specifically taxes an
energy infrastructure.

SENATOR STEDVAN said asked how the tax revenue comng from the
mne would build electrical generation plants within the borough
boundaries and if that energy would be dispensed just within the
bor ough and benefit nobody outside of it.

M5. BOARI O answered yes, the noney from the tax on the resource
woul d be used to create an infrastructure that would then help
| oner the costs of energy. If the infrastructure went outside of
the borough, that would be another question, but she thought
transm ssion |ines going into another borough would follow
current procedures.

3:50: 07 PM
SENATOR MACKI NNON asked how the borough cones together as an
energy borough to establish its boundaries if it is not a
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borough currently and multiple people are claimng subsurface
rights, as with m ning.

M5. BOARIO answered the process is currently described in
statute. An area would have to decide it wants to use this
energy type of borough; it would have to vote on it and go
t hrough the prescri bed process.

SENATOR MACKI NNON asked if the process would include com ng back
before the legislature to establish the energy borough.

M5. BOARI O answered there are two types of processes - one is a
petition process and the other is initiated by the |legislature -
and both have to cone before the legislature for review

SENATOR GARDNER asked if the sponsor intends to create a
speci fi ¢ borough sonepl ace.

M5. BOARI O answer ed no.

SENATOR GARDNER asked if this bill passes, then nothing happens
unl ess the people who are on the ground in a particular area say
they want to do it.

MS. BOARI O said that was correct.

SENATOR GARDNER said sonme people cane into her office for
sonmething unrelated but started talking about SB 18, and they
had a lot of concerns and questions. She told them she would be
happy to ask the questions, but it's a new issue to her. She
didn't think this bill affected them because it just creates
the possibility of sonebody soneday form ng an energy borough.

M5. BOARIO said that is correct. Also, other borough petitions
are in the early processes of formng and nothing in this bill
precl udes that process. This is just another option.

3:54: 06 PM

SENATOR STEDMAN said a couple of areas are challenging in rural
Al aska: one is energy and the other is education. So, on the
energy side, how does power cost equalization (PCE) interact
with this idea and why would the sponsor want to exclude tax
dol l ars avail able fromthe m ne being spent on education?

3:54:44 PM

VB. BOARIO answered if the cost of energy canme down
significantly, fewer PCE dollars would be needed, which would
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save the state noney. And since education dollars come fromthe
state, if energy costs were |lowered significantly, the state
woul d have nore noney to appropriate to educati on.

SENATOR HOFFMAN said that was correct and the state uses a
formula based primarily on an average of three areas as a
threshold for qualifying to participate in PCE If they fall
below that threshold, they are not eligible for PCE H's
intenti on sonewhere down the road is that maybe all areas of the
state will have affordable energy and PCE woul d not be needed.

He said that people in rural Al aska continue to spend the
hi ghest percentage of disposable income on energy costs. Many
are spending north of 40 percent of their disposable inconme on
energy and he believes every opportunity should be |ooked at to
|ower the cost of energy to nake all areas of Alaska nore
affordable to live in.

3:57:26 PM
CHAI R BI SHOP opened public testinony on SB 18.

3:57:36 PM

LORRAI NE EGNATY, representing herself, Wasilla, Al aska, opposed
SB 18. She was from Sleetnmute, but had lived in Wasilla for six
years and her children go to school there. She didn't know if
this is about the Donlin mne, but she does know that people in
the villages are struggling, because there are no jobs out
there. Schools are shutting down. She is being told this energy

bill would help with heating, but she wasn't sure how the people
woul d benefit from it because they don't have an incone.
However, if the mne cones in, everyone will have jobs for 15

years or So.

SENATOR HOFFMAN asked if she knew the price of gas for snow
machi nes and heating in Sleetnute.

MS. EGNATY answered it's alnost $350/barrel and going up every
year. Gasoline is $7/gallon.

SENATOR HOFFMAN asked when she is living in Sleetrmute how much
of her disposable inconme she spent on heating fuel, gasoline,
and electricity.

M5. EGNATY answered they use gas for snow machi nes.

SENATOR HOFFMAN said the intent of this legislation is to
address the same concerns she is talking about. It is very
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difficult for people to live in rural Al aska, but she lives in
urban Al aska now and is enjoying nuch |ower energy costs than
when she lived in Sleetnute. This legislation does not say
Sleetnute wll becone part of the energy borough; that is
sonmething the people of Sleetmute would vote on if they wanted
it. The intent of this legislation is to address the hardships
t hey face today.

4:03:32 PM
MS. EGNATY said she was still concerned about how it would
af fect peoples' |ives.

SENATOR HOFFMAN said this neasure just puts another tool in the
tool box, and the people of Sleetnute will decide for thenselves
if they want to use it. It will be their decision

JOANN  BLACKBURN, representing herself, Anchor age, Al aska,
opposed SB 18. She said she wanted to know nore about this bill
but she believes when the state says it's trinmng costs what
they really nean is they are enlarging the cost exponentially
for a private land owner, no matter where he or she nmay be. She
asked if this bill was witten by international bankers, and if
not, why the people who are affected never get to know about it
until later.

CHAI R Bl SHOP said internati onal bankers did not wite the bill.

M5. BLACKBURN said the private property owners could be very
negatively inpacted by receiving a large bill for taxes.

4. 05: 38 PM

CHAI R Bl SHOP said he appreciated her testinony, but it's obvious
that there are sone msconceptions about what was originally
i ntroduced and the current version of the bill, so he would keep
public testinony open.

SENATOR HOFFMAN said the answer to M. Blackburn's question
about international bankers is "no."

4:06: 23 PM

LAMAR COTTEN, consultant, Kuskokwi m Corporation, Juneau, Al aska,
said they had problenms with SB 18. He related his background
experience as a borough manager in a nunmber of boroughs around
Al aska, and said he truly appreciates the sponsor's concern
about energy. There is no question about the cost of energy, and
heati ng energy particularly, but the idea of taxing one industry
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alone is wunconstitutional. No city or borough in the state
allows that for recreation, fishing, |odges, or anything el se.

In addition, the bill is silent as to who will own the assets
for the noney spent and debt issued on a project. He realizes
there have been instances when a nmunicipality may issue debt or
do conduit financing or industrial bonds, but even that is
tricky. Wien you add taxing only one industry to that, he just
t hought that nmade the future of this bill uncertain.

If an area is going to have a large mne, it wll require a
response to three things: the inpacts related to increased
services and education <costs. There are multiple schoo

districts within a third class borough, and the state continues
to be the sole source of incone. If you have pressure internally
and the legislature cuts nore or there is |less noney to spend,
they have no way to raise noney to address those issues. They
have no way to address the needs for infrastructure unless they
go to the state, and that is counter intuitive when you have a
| arge project.

The other power that is disallowed is planning, but planning is
needed. It is not about zoning or taking away property, but it
is a tool that every borough, every first class or honme rule
city, and in sonme instances second class cities in the state
have. So, why would they deny planning powers to an area that
has a large infrastructure project on the way? No disrespect to
the sponsor, M. Cotten said, but that approach opens the door
cherry picking what services to provide and what type of taxes a
t axpayer has to pay. That sets a bad precedent, not only in the
sense of mning, but why would the standard be different for
ot her areas?

4:11:49 PM

He realizes for instance, the Chulista area is not over-
abundantly wealthy on a per capita basis, and it would be hard
for themto cone up with 2.65 mls without a larger project. The
law is set up for one school district, but right now there are
five school districts. That may be a difficult change for sone
peopl e.

MR. COITTEN wurged them to consider expanding Port Authority
| anguage in Title 29.35 as a better nechanism to help finance
energy projects.

He added that a borough is organized primarily through two
options: the local option, which neans voting, and the other is
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legislative review in which the comission authorizes a
petition, but he couldn't recall that option ever being used.

4:14:24 PM

SENATOR HOFFMAN responded as the prine sponsor, that this
| egi sl ation does not target mning, but any resource that is
non-renewabl e: oil or gas, for instance. Another issue is that
the area is vast, and trying to set up another [|ayer of
government is daunting there. That is why this |egislation
doesn’t propose doing that.

SENATOR HOFFMAN said in many respects other services are
provided by the federal entities: health services by the Health
Corporation and a federal housing authority; and the Association
of Village Counsel Presidents (AVCP) provi des numerous prograns.
This is a proposal for the people to consider while |eaving
t hose systens al one and not figure out how they would interface,
not try to dismantle them not try to do anything regarding
those other services - just living the life they have w thout
formng another |ayer of governnent, because many of those
communities have three different fornms of governnent already. He
is wlling to listen to all other ideas from profit corporations
and non-profit corporations on howto | ower energy costs.

4:18:13 PM

MAVER  CAREY, Pr esi dent and CEQ, Kuskokwi m  Cor porati on,
Anchor age, Al aska, respectfully opposed SB 18. She has a |ot of
respect for Senator Hoffman and thanked him for all that he had
done for their region. She agreed that the cost of energy in
their region is a huge issue and w shed she had a solution, but
she respectfully disagreed with having this option in this area.
She was concerned that it would form another |ayer of
government, which is what formng a new borough would do, and
| ooki ng down the road that | ooks |ike annexation to her.

She said the State of Alaska currently has 19 organi zed boroughs
that have to perform three mandatory functions. The first one is
to provide additional education dollars to the school district.
Right now the school districts in the boroughs receive
addi ti onal noney, but the state still provi des fundi ng
assi stance. The borough's nmain function is to provide additional
education resources to one school district, but her region has
10 villages - Upper and Lower Kal skag, Aniak, up to Stoney River
- that shares the sane exact boundaries as the Kuspuk School
District, which consists of 10 vill ages.
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The second mandatory function a borough nust do is raise
revenue. In her area, that tax base would be the Donlin M ne
because there are no other jobs in the region.

The third thing a borough nust do is provide planning services
for the villages. Her main concern with this neasure is that it
is doing one part of planning and not providing for the others,
all while not providing any additional revenue sources to the
school district, and there are five or seven school districts
wi thin the Chulista region.

M5. CAREY said they hired Lamar Cotten two and a half years ago
and went out to the 10 villages two or three tines, and started
educating thenselves on what a borough is. At first, the
villages were adamant about not wanting another form of
governnent. Their response was if we don't do it, soneone else
will do it for us and then we will have no say.

So today she brought copies of a nodel borough boundary report
that was done by the Departnent of Community and Regional
Affairs (DCRA) in the 1980s. It was put together, because | arger
boroughs were trying to annex snmaller boroughs. The report has
hundreds of testinonials and was put together so that the |oca
boundary comm ssion could have sone sort of study to use in the
future for the different types of nodel boroughs in the region
Three borough were recommended In the Chulista region: the
Kuspuk Borough, Lower Kuskokwi m Borough, and the Lower Yukon
Bor ough

4:22:44 PM

MS. CAREY said a steering comnmttee was formed with M. Cotten's
help and they actually wote a draft charter for the Kuspuk
Borough. It was put on the shelf, because Donlin is in its
permtting stages and won't make a go/no go decision until the
year 2020, and Kuspuk was adamant that they didn't want to form
a borough unless it had that tax base.

They kept borough staff small for planning and funnel ed federa
dollars through the tribes and cities so that |ocal people could
be hired. They would provide enploynent and know what projects
are needed in their region. In addition, they talked about
increasing cultural and recreational activities to the Kuspuk
School District, because funding had been cut heavily.

SENATOR HOFFMAN asked popul ation of those 10 vill ages.

MS. CAREY answer ed about 1, 500.
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4:24. 45 PM

KEJA VWH TEMAN, Kuskokw m Cor poration, Anchorage, Al aska, opposed
SB 18. She said she had about 20 years of public policy
experience with tribes and |ocal governnents, and while this
region is new, the idea of public infrastructure and policy is
not new.

Earlier, Senator Stedman referenced that the big issues in
Al aska are education and energy and she would provide a quick
synopsis today. Recognizing the noble intent of SB 18, she
thought it would have huge inpacts on education instead of
| onering energy costs. It may not change the law, but it
certainly changes the precedent. R ght now |ocal education
contributions from boroughs excluding first class cities exceed
$450 mllion per year, and this provides an opportunity for
boroughs to opt out. She couldn't envision the worst case
scenari o happening, but what if Anchorage decides to reclassify
and beconme an energy borough? The state would be on the hook for
an additional $200 mllion a year.

This neasure cripples the |local comunities that want to becone
sel f-sustainable and who want to give local contributions. It
doesn’t require consolidation, but allows energy boroughs to
have nultiple districts, or REAAs. So, potentially the six
Chulista districts could be expanded into one unnmanageable
unrealistic school district, probably not a good thing for those
schools. On the opposite end of the spectrumit allows nmultiple
districts wthin one borough, changing the precedent. She
understands that change is not being required, but education
dollars and nmultiple districts wwthin a borough issues are being
opened up.

M5. VWH TEMAN said one of the underlying issues is that people
keep hearing about the potential to build a pipeline, and that
it's possible to take the gasline from Donlin Mne down to
Bet hel and lower the cost of energy. It sounds good, but she
spent the last couple of nonths working with regional energy
pl ans, the Al aska Energy Authority, and l|ocal energy experts,
and the reality is that the nunbers just don't nmke that
feasi ble. Another report comm ssioned by the state through the
Al aska Energy Authority in 2016 concluded the sane thing. It
|isted several places in rural Alaska that LNG and natural gas

do not work, and it specifically nentioned Bethel. In addition
this pipeline would incur environnental issues, topographical
i ssues, subsistence concerns, and a $400 million price tag. It

woul d serve | ess than 10, 000 peopl e.
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Runni ng the nunbers and working with energy experts again, they
eval uated wusage, efficiency, anortization, construction costs
(not including offtakes or processing for gas), and the reality
is that even if the natural gas were free when it went into the
pipeline, it would not be cheaper than running diesel right now

4:28:40 PM

SENATOR HOFFMAN commented that this Jlegislation was not
i ntroduced to decide what form of energy would be utilized, and
a board that would decide what the options are. This plan was
not put together in consultation with Nuvista. It's something to
put on the books to try to address the high costs of energy and
it in no way or neasure was contenplated to consider any
specific project that has been di scussed.

4:30: 09 PM

ANDREA GUSTY, Vice President, Corporate Affairs, The Kuskokwi m
Corporation (TKC), Anchorage, Al aska, opposed SB 18. She is
originally from Aniak on the mddle Kuskokwim River wthin TKC
and Chulista regions. SB 18 is a statewide bill with statew de
inplications, but from a Chulista standpoint it is about the
Donlin gold m ne.

Essentially, they feel that SB 18 would tie TKC s hands. Its
popul ation is 1,400-1,500 people on a good day when everybody is
in town, and when it comes to a vote for creating a new type of
governnment it loses to the Kuskokwi m netropolitan area of Bethe
every tinme. This is one of the reasons they are so concerned. |If
Donlin does decide to nove into construction and operations, it
woul d arguabl e have the biggest inpacts on their region in terns
of infrastructure needs and providing services for additional
people that the mne would bring in. However, the only thing
that would natter would be energy infrastructure and projects.

M5. WHI TEMAN said the Chulista area is 56 villages |arge and the
nodel borough boundaries that the state |ooked at suggests it
woul d perhaps be best served by three distinct boroughs.
Conmbining them into a single energy borough would sinply be
unmanageabl e and the local voices would be lost. The bigger a
government gets the less the individual voices nmatter. They want
to make sure that the mddle Kuskokwim area that would be nost
i mpacted by a nmajor infrastructure project on the horizon would
not be able to address sone of those needs and would be solely
reliant on dwindling state and federal nobney com ng in.
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SENATOR STEDMAN comented that Alaska is vast and Senator
Hof fman’s district, the size of the State of Washington, has 90
communities, but he wondered if the tinber industry in Southeast
qualify for this. Could Prince of Wales Island enact an energy
borough and tax whatever the developer is - a sawmll or mne -
and then not help with school financing and other issues that
cities and boroughs nornmally face? The island also has a mx of
restricted deed and trust property, but there is a |lot of other
property, and he was struggling with how broad the concept
actually is.

SENATOR HOFFMAN said that tinber is renewable, because you cut
it down and it grows back, but if you take gold out, it doesn't
grow back. If you take oil out, it may cone back in billions of
years. And conparing Chulista Region to the State of Washington
is true, but that is only a portion of his Senate district,
whi ch goes way beyond that, halfway to Japan with the Al eutian
| sl ands. He understands the concern about the concept of
broadening this to a larger area, but the fact is that it
doesn’t expand governnent for all of those areas. It conpresses
it to one issue: the issue is if nothing else happens wth
energy in this region nothing is going to change. There wll
never in the next 30 to 50 years be a vote to form a borough in
the lower part of this district. This is an opportunity to have
the option of formng a borough to help the people of all of the
region address the energy costs, and they should not be afraid
of it.

Further, Senator Hoffman added that this resource is owned by
the 15,000 people Chulista people who cane to him and asked how
they can best utilize this resource to benefit all the people of
the region. This neasure doesn't mandate anything, and it
doesn't tie the hands of people. It frees up an opportunity that
can be considered to address one of the |largest concerns of all
of the people of that region.

4:40: 26 PM

In the past when costs soared high, people from Marshall had to
decide whether or not to feed their <children or heat their
homes. Maybe that is not the case today, Senator Hoffnman said,

but there is still a high burden placed upon how individuals
with limted inconmes spend their small portion of disposable
i ncome.

CHAI R BI SHOP cl osed public testinmony and held SB 18 in conmttee
for a future hearing.
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HB  7- MARKED BALLOT PHOTOS; PERSUASI ON AT POLLS

4:41:11 PM
CHAI R BI SHOP announced consideration of HB 7, sponsored by
Represent ati ve Jonat han Krei ss- Tonki ns.

4:42: 04 PM

ALI CI A NORTQON, Intern for Representative Jonathan Kreiss-
Tonkins, Alaska State Legislature, Juneau, Alaska, introduced
hersel f.

REI D MAGDANZ, staff to Representative Kreiss-Tonkins, Al aska
State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska, introduced hinself and said
he was here to backup Alicia on the introduction of HB 7.

M5. NORTON said currently it's illegal to take a photo or a
photo with yourself with your marked ballot. These are commonly
known as "ballot selfies." HB 7 just ains to legalize the

ability to take and share a photo of your marked ballot. Section
1 was adopted in the House Community and Regional Affairs
Conmttee, after menbers raised concerns were raised about
sharing a ballot photo in the polling place or within 200 feet
of the polling place. Taking a photo of your marked ballot wth
a phone and then physically displaying the photo to soneone
within that line is illegal and section 1 confirns that.

She explained that historically, ballot photo sharing has been
prohibited to prevent voter intimdation, but as tinmes have
changed - with social nedia and the internet - sharing photos is
just a way to comunicate or share what you like or enjoy.
Taking a photo of your narked ballot or with your marked ball ot
is just another way to comruni cate support for a candidate or a
cause, or sinply asking others to vote.

M5. NORTON said this law is not heavily enforced in Al aska and
there haven't been any court cases. Courts in Indiana and New
Hanpshire have ruled that banning ballot selfie use violates the
first anmendnent. She said HB 7 would al so provide the Division
of Elections sone relief as they receive nmany phone calls every
el ection asking if ballot selfies are legal, and HB 7 would give
themthe ability to actually say "yes."

She related that a House nenber proposed a floor anmendnent that
tightened the |I|anguage on prohibiting someone from forcing
soneone else to show a photo of their marked ballot, and it was
voted down. The sponsor was indifferent to it, because it just
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cl osed sone |oopholes, but they are nore than happy to have it
explored further in the Senate.

SENATOR MACKI NNON asked where the bill allows a selfie.

4. 46: 28 PM
M5. NORTON said it was referenced in Section 3 (b)(2).

4:46: 56 PM
At ease

4:47:26 PM

CHAIR BISHOP called the neeting back to order. He found no
questions or public testinmony. He closed public testinony on HB
7 and held the bill for further consideration.

4:48:12 PM

CHAIR BISHOP finding no further business to cone before the
commttee, adjourned the Senate Community and Regional Affairs
Comm ttee neeting at 4:48 p. m

SENATE CRA COW TTEE - 18- March 21, 2017



