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SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE('s) JOSEPHSON

03/ 17/ 17 (H READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
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BILL: HB 173

SHORT TITLE: CLI MATE CHANGE COWM SSI ON
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Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 184 as prime sponsor.

MEGAN HOLLAND, St aff

Represent ati ve Andy Josephson

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented the sectional analysis for HB 184
on behalf of Representative Josephson, prime sponsor.

ALI ZA KAZM , Policy Speciali st

Al aska Network on Donestic Violence & Sexual Assault (ANDVSA)
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 184.

MELI SSA GREEN, Principle Investigator

Anchorage LGBT Discrimnation Survey

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided information during the hearing on
HB 184.
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173, as prinme sponsor.
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 173.
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KAREN CAMERON

P.E.P.P. A

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support
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Anchor age, Al aska
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Honmer, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

MO RA | NGLE
Chugi ak, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

RAYMOND O NEI LL
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

M CHELLE O NEI L PURYEAR
Tal keet na, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

CARL WASSI LLI E, Bi ol ogi st

Al aska's Big Village Network (ABVN)
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support
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Fai r banks, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 173.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
3:07: 01 PM

CHAIR JONATHAN KREISS-TOWKINS called the House State Affairs
St andi ng Commttee nmeeti ng to or der at 3. 07 p. m
Representati ves LeDoux, Tuck, Wol, Birch, and Kreiss-Tonkins
were present at the call to order. Representative Johnson
arrived as the nmeeting was in progress.

HB 184- DI SCRI M NATI ON:  GENDER | D. ; SEXUAL ORI ENT.

3:08:40 PM

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWI NS announced that the first order of business
woul d be HOUSE BILL NO 184, "An Act adding to the powers and
duties of the State Conm ssion for Human Rights; and relating to
and prohibiting discrimnation based on sexual orientation or
gender identity or expression.”

3:08:54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ANDY JOSEPHSON, Al aska State Legislature, as
prime sponsor of HB 184, stated that there have been various
attenpts at advancing the proposed legislation - both during the
Twenty- Seventh Al aska State Legislature, 2011-2012, and the
Twenty-Ei ghth Al aska State Legislature, 2013-2014. He nentioned
key events in the civil rights novenent in Anmerica: the Gvil
War , the 13th, 14t h, and 15th Amendnents to the U S.
Constitution, the Wnen's Suffrage Mvenent, Jim Crow |aws, the
Cvil R ghts Act of 1964, the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, and the
Fair Housing Act of 1968. He maintained that the "last
frontier” of civil rights is anti-discrimnation |egislation
nat i onw de. He referred to U S. Suprene Court civil rights
decisions - Lawence v. Texas [2003], Roner v. Evans [1996],
Bowers v. Hardw ck [1986], and Obergefell v. Hodges [2015] - and
asserted that no one believes that «civil rights are fully
i npl enented relative to race and gender or that the issue has
been resol ved. He maintained that the issue nostly has been
resolved as a matter of law, what is "tricky" is the enforcenent
of civil rights.

3:11: 57 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON stated that the proposed |egislation
woul d give the Alaska State Commi ssion for Human Rights (ASCHR)

jurisdiction over di scrim nation in housi ng, | endi ng,
enpl oyment, and public acconmpdations - specifically as the
discrimnation relates to sexual orientation, gender identity,
and gender expression. It would give the ASCHR power to

investigate the discrimnation and offer remedies. He said that
ASCHR has requested that it be given these powers. Currently
because of the lack of jurisdiction in these issues, ASCHR nust
turn away these nmatters and absolve itself of these kinds of
di scrimnatory practices. He asserted that fundanentally there
are inportant personal, liberty, spiritual, and econonic
interests at stake.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON expl ai ned that a religion exenption has
been added to HB 184, which was not in the previous bills
i ntroduced. He maintained that such an exenption is conpelled
by the U S. Suprene Court decision in Hosanna-Tabor Church v.
Equal Enpl oynent Opportunity Conm ssion (EEOC) and would offer
confort to those concerned that they would be conpelled to not
discrimnate when their faith dictated otherw se. He rel ayed
that Alaska's largest city, the Municipality of Anchorage (MDA,
has inplenented a simlar law, but only after a long fight, as
has the capital city, Juneau. He maintained that "this is
the place where the world is headed, and so we mght as well
nudge it along and help it get there."

3:15: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX relayed that she is curious about the
"religion" defense. She referred to a case in Washington or
Oregon: a wonan who owned a cake shop refused to bake a wedding
cake for a sanme-sex couple; she was sued by the couple; she
all eged that her religious freedom was inpacted; and she |ost
t he case. She asked if under HB 184, this could happen in
Al aska with the sanme results.

3:16:12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON replied that Washington State Suprene
Court wunaninmously ruled that the baker did not have such a

right. He stated that even though HB 184 has a religious
exenption, there may not be such a right under the proposed
| egislation either. He nentioned that he needs to spend nore

time contenplating the proposed legislation and its nuances,
whi ch includes the |level of scrutiny that would be applied and
the question of fundanental right. He expressed his belief that
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simlar [religious belief] clainms were nade relative to race and
gender. He stated that it is his hope, notwthstanding the
religious exenption, that the Al aska Suprene Court may be
concerned about that sort of claim He said, "To be clear, the
cake may not be baked in the church kitchen, but it would be
baked. " He reiterated further research is needed on the
proposed | egi sl ati on.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked for a situation in which the issue
of "religious freedom would apply, if not in a situation |ike
t he one in Washi ngton.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON referred to page 4, Section 5, of HB
184 and said that the proposed legislation wuld apply in a
church hierarchy in which a person was applying to be a nenber
of the clergy and wanted to assert a right to a |esbian, gay,
bi sexual , transgender, queer/questioning (LGBTQ Ilifestyle. He
said in that circunstance, the exenption would apply, and the
church could decline the person based on the person's sexual
preference, gender, or other orientation.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX suggested that if Section 5 presents the
only exenption, then the exenption only refers to hiring a
mnister or a priest.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON responded, "I think that is correct.”
He added that he believes that the reason the MOA ordi nance was
able to pass was because of its sensitivities to the need for a
religious exenption.

3:20: 18 PM

MEGAN HOLLAND, Staff, Representative Andy Josephson, Al aska
State Legislature, on behalf of Representative Josephson, prine
sponsor of HB 184, paraphrased from the sectional analysis
included in the comttee packet, which read as follows
[original punctuation included]:

Section 1: Anmends AS 18.80.060 the powers and duties
of the Human Rights Commission. The section adds
"sexual orientation, gender identity or expression" to
the list of protected categories that include race,
religion, color, national ancestry, physical or nental
disability, age, sex, marital status, changes in
marital status, pregnancy, or parenthood.
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Section 2: Amends AS 18.80.200 to add "sexua
orientation, gender identity or expression” to the
list of discrimnations which are cause for public
concern, and asserts the need for the state to prevent
such di scrim nation in enpl oynent, credit and
financing practices, public accommodations and sale,
| ease or rental of real property.

Section 3: Amends AS 18.80.210 to add "sexua
orientation, gender identity or expression” to the
categories of protected civil rights.

Section 4: Amends AS 18.80.220 to add "sexua
orientation, gender identity or expression” to the
prohi bi ti ons agai nst unl awful enpl oynent practices.

Section 5: Creates a new section under AS 18.80.220
which provides a religious exenption for t he
prohi bitions against discrimnation under the area of
enpl oynment, stating that section 4 does not apply to
an  enpl oynent relationship between a religious
organi zation and a mnister enployed by the religious
or gani zat i on.

3:22:33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL asked if the exenption in Section 5 could
apply to the protected categories in Section 1 [on page 1 of HB
184] - race, religion, color, national ancestry, physical or
mental disability, age, sex, marital status, changes in marita

status, pregnancy, or parenthood.

M5. HOLLAND answered, "Yes, that exenption does apply to those
ot her categories."” She stated that a church would be exenpt
from discrimnating based on the protected categories when
hiring soneone for a "mnister" type position

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL offered that there are certain human rights
protections and asked if it would be totally within the law to
state that soneone was not being hired due to age or race, for
exanpl e.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON relayed that his wife is a practicing

Lut her an. There are three main Lutheran Church synods - the
Wsconsin Synod, the Mssouri Synod, and the Evangelica
Lut heran Synod. The M ssouri Synod does not allow for a woman

to be a pastor; the Evangelical Lutheran Church synod does all ow
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a wonan to be a pastor. He said he is confident that an
exenption due to gender is allowed in that situation. He opined
that an exenption due to race in a religious setting is
concerni ng and of f ensi ve.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL asked about a religious school using the
exenption to not hire staff, such as teachers or janitors,
because they are "x, y, or z."

3:26:34 PM

M5. HOLLAND replied that she believes that the U S. Suprene
Court case [Hosanna-Tabor v. EEQC], which created the exenption,
addressed a specific type of enploynent that could conpron se
the internal governance of the institution. She nmintained that
the enploynent of a janitor nmay not conprom se that governance,
but the enploynent of a teacher mght. She stated that it is a
very specific exenption; she offered to research that question
and provide a nore definite answer.

3:27:36 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX offered that Section 5 of the proposed
| egislation only appears to exenpt a mnister, and a mnister is
clearly prescribed. She asked if under HB 184, a Jew sh schoo
woul d have to hire maybe a practicing Mislim who on his/her free
time advocates for the end of Israel.

M5. HOLLAND replied that it would depend on the position for
whi ch that person was hired. She expressed her belief that if
it were a mnisterial type position, the exenption would apply,
and if not, it would not apply. She agreed that it is a very
narrow, specific exenption, and its purpose is to protect the
i nternal governance of religious institutions.

3:29:39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON nentioned that his wfe attended a
Lutheran <college; for tax purposes, she 1is considered a
"Mnister of the GCospel." He mintained that the term
"mnister” my be broadly interpreted. He relayed that the
| anguage in the proposed |egislation copies the |anguage in the
MOA ordi nance; it may not be perfect, and it may not be | anguage
that the commttee wants to adopt.

3:30: 21 PM
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M5. HOLLAND continued to paraphrase from the sectional analysis
included in the comittee packet, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

Section 6: Anmends AS 18.80.230 to add "sexua
orientation, gender identity or expression” to the
prohi bitions against wunlawful practices in public
acconmodat i ons.

Section 7: Amends AS 18.80.240 to add "sexua
orientation, gender identity or expression” to the
prohi bitions agai nst unlawful practices in the sale or
rental of real property.

Section 8 Amends AS 18.80.250 to add “sexua
orientation, gender identity, or expression” to the
prohi bitions against unlawful practices in financing
and extending credit.

Section 9: Amends AS 18.80.255 to add “sexua
orientation, gender identity, or expression” to the
prohi bitions against unlawful practices by the state
or its political subdivisions.

Section 10: Defines blockbusting, and anends AS
18.80.300 to add “sexual orientation, gender identity,
or expression” to the prohibitions against unlaw ul
practices in blockbusting, or practices by a real
estate agents [sic] to close a transaction.

Section 11: Anends AS 18.80.300 to add definitions of
“gender identity or expression,” and “sexua
orientation” to Al aska statute.

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS asked for a definition of "blockbusting."”

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON suggested that blockbusting is an
unl awful practice whereby a real estate agent, for exanple,
tries to undermne the right of soneone to live in a certain
nei ghbor hood by suggesting to the neighbors that there is reason
to | eave.

M5. HOLLAND stated that blockbusting is a practice of trying to
keep certain people out of certain [residential] areas - a real
estate version of segregation. She gave an exanpl e: raising
the price for someone based on their ethnicity, religion, or
sexual orientation. She added that there are various nethods to
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do that, which include convincing people in the neighborhood
that there will be certain consequences of that person noving
into the nei ghborhood.

3:33:37 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK summarized by saying, "It's  basically
segregati ng nei ghbor hoods. "

3:34:45 PM

ALI ZA KAZM, Policy Specialist, Al aska Network on Donestic
Violence & Sexual Assault (ANDVSA), began her testinony by
saying that she and the nenbership of ANDSVA wll need to
further exam ne Section 5 regarding religious exenption. She
said that of particular concern to the providers under ANDVSA' s
19 nenber progranms, which consist of the donestic violence
shelters and victim services throughout the state, is the
vul nerability of transgender ("trans") people to sexual and
ot her types of viol ence.

M5. KAZM paraphrased from her witten testinony, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

The Al aska Network on Donestic Violence and Sexual
Assault strongly supports HB 184 (‘Di scrim nation:
CGender ldentity and Sexual Orientation’). W urge you
to al so support it and ensure that it passes. This

i mportant |egislation needs to be a priority — it
cannot wait.

Even with inportant policy gains, and gradual socio-
cultural shifts towards understandi ng and tol erance,
the LGBTQ community continuously faces very rea

di scrimnation and inequality. This discrimnation and
i nequal ity perpetuates high | evels of violence against
peopl e who are LABTQ Responding to and preventing
such discrimnation and violence is a civil rights and
human ri ghts issue.

The transgender comunity in particular, and
specifically trans youth and trans wonen of col or,

face the threat of violence on a daily basis and need
laws in place to protect them fromdiscrimnation

This wvulnerability can be related to a lack of
resources due to deeply inbedded disenfranchisenent

HOUSE STA COW TTEE -11- May 4, 2017



and discrimnation--in school, housing, enploynent,
and access to health care.

To highlight just a few statistics

e Statistics docunenting transgender people's experience
of sexual violence indicate horrific |evels of sexual
abuse and assault. One in two transgender i ndividuals
are sexually abused or assaulted at sone point in
their lives. More than half experienced sone form of
intimate partner violence. (2010 report by National
Center for Victins of Crine and the National Coalition
of Anti-Violence Prograns, 2015 US Transgender Survey)

e Sone reports estinmate that transgender survivors may
experience rates of sexual assault up to 66 percent,
often coupled with physical assaults or abuse. This
indicates that the majority of transgender individuals
are living wth the aftermath of trauma and the fear
of possible repeat victimzation (2010 report by
National Center for Victinms of Crinme and the National
Coalition of Anti-Violence Prograns)

« 12 percent of transgender youth report being sexually
assaulted in K-12 settings by peers or educati onal
staff; 13 percent of African-Anerican transgender
peopl e surveyed were sexually assaulted in the
wor kpl ace; and 22 percent of honel ess transgender
i ndi vidual s were assaulted while staying in shelters.
(2011 Injustice at Every Turn: A Report of the
Nat i onal Transgender Discrimnation Survey)

e There was an 11% increase in anti-LGBTQ hom cides in
2014. Looking at broad category of hom cide victins,
50% were trans wonmen of color (2014 National Report on
Hat e Vi ol ence Agai nst LGBTQ and HI V- Aff ect ed
Communi ties, National Coalition of Anti-Violence
Pr ogr ans)

As service providers, we encourage any |egislative
framewor ks to support us as we continuously expand our
LABTQ cul tural conpetence.

Di scrim nation conmpounds econom ¢, health, and ot her
disparities and is a root cause of violence that

per petuates the culture of violence agai nst people who
are LGTQ and the social acceptance of this violence.
We join our coll eagues who are victimadvocates al
around the country in saying: to create a soci al,
political, and econom c environment in which violence
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agai nst wonen no | onger exists, we must support
equality and safety for all.

Let’s make sure that Alaska is on the right side of
this issue. Please take a stand and show t hat Al askans
do not support discrimnation and viol ence, and do
support tolerance and peace. Support HB 184. Thank

you.
3:39:38 PM
MELI SSA GREEN, Principle | nvesti gat or, Anchor age LGBT

Discrimnation Survey, nade reference to two previous studies
she has been involved with that are relevant to the proposed
legislation: "One in Ten: A Profile of Al aska's Lesbian and Gay
Community," 1986, is a statew de survey of 734 gay, |esbian, and
bi sexual respondents on a wde variety of questions including
experiencing discrimnation, violence, and harassnent; and
"ldentity Reports: Sexual Orientation Bias in Al aska," 1989, a
report | ooking at housing discrimnation in Anchorage and act ual
case studies of violence, har assnent , and discrimnation
st at ewi de. She stated that in 2009, when Anchorage began to
consider its ordinance, the research she just nentioned was two
decades ol d. After the 2009 attenpt to pass the ordinance
failed, it was decided that the research should be nade current
and that gender identity and expression should be included al ong
with sexual orientation in the examnation of discrimnation.
The result of that effort was the "Anchorage LGBT Discrimnation
Survey, " which was conducted from January through March 2011

M5. GREEN relayed that the key findings of the survey were
dissemnated in a prelimnary report in Novenber 2011, entitled
"Anchorage LGBT Discrimnation Survey: Prelimnary Report,”
included in the conmttee packet. The final report, conpleted
March 2012, presents the key findings in the executive sumrary
along with detail ed nethodol ogy and data, extended discussion of
the findings of the two prior reports, conparisons wth other
types of discrimnation in Al aska such as racial discrimnation

exam nation of several years of case filings of both ASCHR and
the Anchorage Equal Rights Conmission (AERC) to date, and a
conparison of the anti-LGBT discrimnation findings in the 2011
survey with national LGBT data on anti-LGBT discrimnation.

3:43: 53 PM

M5. GREEN stated that the sanple size for the survey was 268
LGBT nen and wonen out of an estimated 11,000 LGBT residents in
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MOA - an estinmate based on the WIlians Institute nationa
estimates of 3.5 percent of Anmericans identifying as |esbian,
gay, or bi sexual and about [. 3] percent identifying as
t ransgender. She added that the WIllians Institute estinmates
that statewide there are about 19,200 LGBT adults, of whom
13,100 are in the Alaska workforce. She relayed that she wl
focus on enploynent discrimnation data in her testinony because
it is the nost common type of discrimnation brought before
ASCHR and AERC. The 2011 survey found that 44 percent of the
268 respondents were harassed by their enployers or reported
that they were harassed by their enployers or coworkers because
of their sexual orientation or gender identity; 16 percent
reported they were forced to | eave their jobs due to harassnent;
21 percent reported that they were turned down for a job because
of gender identity or sexual orientation; 18 percent were denied
pronotions; and 15 percent said they were fired because of their
sexual orientation or gender identity.

M5. GREEN rel ayed that when conparing the four groups of people,
transgender people reported higher levels of discrimnation and
violent harassnent than was reported by |esbhian, gay, and
bi sexual people, but the figures were high anong all groups.
She said that the findings on sexual orientation and gender
identity discrimnation were conparable to rates of racial
discrimnation reported in the 2009 Anchorage Community Survey
(ACS) conducted by the University of Al aska Anchorage (UAA)
Justice Center. She maintained that the rates for anti-LGBT
discrimnation in the 2011 Anchorage survey were |ike those
reported in national studies.

MS. GREEN referred to the 1989 report and stated that one
conmponent of this "prima facie" report is the 84 docunented
actual instances of anti-gay bias, discrimnation, harassnent,
or violence, including three nurders. She clainmed that nost
inmportantly, the narrative stories conpiled in the report were
evaluated by a fornmer intake investigator of ASCHR, who found
that 42 percent of the instances would have been jurisdictiona
under AS 18.80, if AS 18.80 had included sexual orientation as a
protected class at that tine. She added that the 1989 report
did not look at gender identity. She maintained that she was
not aware of any current efforts to conpile simlar narratives
of discrimnation. She questioned why studies on the issue nust
be done by the population that is trying to get protection from
di scrimnation, while at the same tine, ASCHR has had to refrain
from investigating the cases, because it is not jurisdictional
She said, "The whole point is - let's nake it jurisdictional."”
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M5. GREEN concluded by saying that in 2015, the WIIlians
Institute report, entitled "Enploynent D scrimnation Based on
Sexual Orientation and Gender ldentity in Alaska," estimted
t hat about six cases per year would likely be reported to ASCHR
if sexual orientation and gender identity and expression were
made jurisdictional.

3:49: 48 PM

MATTHEW SCHULTZ, Mnister, Christians for Equality; Al aska
Christian Conference, testified that he believes that sexual
orientation and gender identity should be added to the anti-
discrimnation statute so that all Alaska citizens my have
equal protection. He lanmented that nuch of the discrimnation
that occurs is done under the guise of spiritual |eadership and
under the false inpression that the Christian faith requires it.
He stated that he wi shes to correct that error and encourage
Alaska to protect LGBTQ people from discrimnation and

per secuti on. He maintained that the mnisterial exenption is
conplete and sufficient; and freedom of religion would not be in
j eopardy under the proposed |egislation. He said that he has

studied and taught extensively on the topic of norality and
ethics; and he can say without hesitation that any system that
allows for discrimnation against even one person is inmmoral.
He said that protected categories exist because people wthin
those categories are in physical and enotional jeopardy; their
jobs are in jeopardy; they are discrimnated against; and it is
Al aska's ethical responsibility to stand up for them to stand
with them and to address and prevent discrimnation of the
LGBTQ comunity. He stated that it is not illegal to be gay,
yet a person can be fired sinply for placing a photo of his/her
| egal spouse on his/her desk. He nmaintained that people can
| ose their homes because they are gay. He enphasized that
Al aska can and nust be better. He asked that HB 184 be noved
out of conmttee.

3:52:22 PM

BI LLY FARRELL, Executive Director, ldentity Inc., relayed that

the mssion of ldentity Inc. is to advance Alaska's LGBTQ
comunity; its menbers envision a world in which all Al askans
can be their authentic selves in their comunities and still

feel safe, supported, and wel coned. He stated that the LGBTQ
community has experienced nmuch progress in recent years, but the
fear of discrimnation is still very real for many Al askans
t oday. He maintained that due to the hard work of passionate
residents and |awmkers, LGBTQ people living in Anchorage and
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Juneau and city enployees in Bethel have basic nondiscrimnation
protection. He asserted that nost Alaska residents still live
in comunities wthout equal protection from discrimnation due
to sexual orientation and/or gender identity and expression;
therefore, every day many nust decide between being "out"™ or
"open" and Kkeeping their jobs, staying in their hones, or
(indisc.) in public.

MR. FARRELL reported that it is not acceptable that nenbers of
the LGBTQ conmunity mnust face this injustice with little to no
recour se. He stated that because Alaska's nondiscrimnation
protections currently do not include sexual orientation and
gender identity, ASCHR is barred frominvestigating these clains
of discrimnation. He asserted that HB 184 is needed so soneone
facing discrimnation can report it; it can be investigated; and
t he person can seek justice for the w ongdoi ng.

VR. FARRELL relayed that the state's lack of inclusive
nondi scrimnation protection hanpers its economc growh;
equality 1is good for business; 89 percent of Fortune 500
conpani es prohibit discrimnation based on sexual orientation,
and nearly six in ten prohibit discrimnation based on gender
identity. He nmmintained that changing Alaska's laws to reflect
public values will help Alaska attract and retain the best and
the brightest to the workforce. Al of Alaska' s workers,
i ncluding those who are gay and transgender, should be treated
fairly and equally by the laws of the state. Al'l Al askans
should have the opportunity to earn a living and provide for
t hensel ves and their famlies. He said that wupdating the
statutes will ensure that all Alaskans will be judged on their
j ob performances and qualifications - nothing nore and nothing
| ess. No one should have to live in fear of being legally fired
for reasons that have nothing to do wth his/her job
per f or mance.

MR. FARRELL stated that there has been a great deal of
di scussion in the current legislative session about the future
of Al aska; he has had the privilege of working with many young

LABTQ Al askans from across the state. He relayed that these
young people are not considering staying in Al aska for college
or enploynment, because they do not feel welconmed or safe. He

conceded that HB 184 alone cannot change that culture and
climate of hate, but it could be a foundation for all Al askans
feeling safe, welconme, and (indisc.) in their communities. He
concluded by saying, "D scrimnation is not an Alaskan val ue,
and it's time to make those values |aw. "
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3:56: 30 PM

MARTY BUSCAGLI A, Executive Director, Al aska State Conmm ssion for
Human Rights (ASCHR), testified that the religious exenption
protection currently exists under current Al aska law. She cited
the Alaska Adm nistrative Code (ACC), 6 AAC 30.985, which read
as foll ows:

Any or gani zati on oper at ed for charitable or
educational purposes and supervised or controlled by
or in connection wth a religious organization is not
prohibited from Ilimting admssion to or giving
preference to persons of the sane religion or
denom nation or otherwise making a hiring decision
that will pronote the religious principles for which
it is established or maintained.

M5. BUSCAGLIA relayed that in Novenmber 2016, ASCHR passed a
resol ution which called on the legislature to expressly prohibit
di scrimnation based on sexual orientation or gender identity
and expression. She stated that ASCHR authorized staff to draft
proposed regulations addressing the inclusion of prohibitions
agai nst discrimnation based on sexual orientation or gender
identity and expression under the existing |law prohibiting sex
di scrim nation. She nmaintained that the |anguage for the
regul ati on has been drafted and is now in the Departnment of Law
(DOL) for a legal opinion. She said that there are many steps
to follow, including public coment, review by the governor and
the legislature, and review by Legislative Legal and Research
Services. She maintained that the resolution could be halted at
any point.

M5. BUSCAGLIA stated the position of ASCHR on the proposed
statute change: it would constitute a nuch stronger statenent
of the state's position on anti-discrimnation; it would have
greater force; and it would be a nore robust interpretation of
the law. She maintained that ASCHR s mission is to seek out and
eradi cate discrimnation throughout the State of Al aska. The
ASCHR has a long history of supporting equal rights for all

Al askans; since 1990, it has supported greater protections from
di scrimnation based on sexual orientation. She relayed that
Al aska's |l aws against discrimnation are based on the principle
t hat people should not be denied enploynment, a place to live

public accomopbdati ons, and governnent services for arbitrary
reasons that are not connected to their abilities or
gual i fications. She mai ntai ned that naking sure people are not
di scrim nated against because of their sexual orientation or
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gender identity and expression is consistent wth this
principl e. She offered that Al aska has been a leader in
adopting strong, sinple civil rights protections: the Al aska
Human Rights Act [1963] was adopted a year before the federal
Cvil Rights Act of 1964; Al aska added protections to its |aw
for persons with disabilities three years before the Anmericans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) was passed in 1990; strengthening
its statute now to protect people in the LGBT community would be
consistent wth the strong advocacy of «civil rights in the
state.

3:59: 53 PM

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS announced that HB 184 woul d be held over.
REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON referred to the testinobny suggesting
that soneone could be termnated from his/her job because of
di splaying a picture of his/her lawful spouse, and he offered

that comm ttee nenbers should find this very disturbing.

HB 173- CLI MATE CHANGE COWM SSI ON

4:00: 51 PM

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWI NS announced that the final order of business
would be HOUSE BILL NO 173, "An Act establishing the Al aska
Climate Change Response Commi ssion; relating to the powers and
duties of the Alaska Cdimte Change Response Conm ssion;
establishing the climate change response fund; and relating to
the surcharge on oil produced in the state.”

4:01:16 PM

MEGAN HOLLAND, Staff, Representative Andy Josephson, Al aska
State Legislature, reviewed the changes introduced in the
commttee substitute (CS) for HB 173, labeled 30-LS0163\R
Bruce, 5/1/17 [hereafter referred to as "Version R'] on behalf
of Representative Josephson, prine sponsor, as follows: the oil
surcharge and state funding are renoved from the Alaska Cinate
Change Response Conm ssion; Sections 1-4 relating to the oil
surcharge are renoved; Section 44.19.666 creating the Cimte
Change Response Fund is renoved; the phrase, "in the clinate
change response fund" is renoved from Section 44.19.662; all
mention of state funding as sources of funding for the
conm ssion are renoved; and under the CS, the conm ssion would
be operated through user fees and grant fundi ng.
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4:02: 38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked who the "users" would be in the
reference to user fees.

IVS. HOLLAND replied that users would include governnent

entities, non- gover nient entities, and non-profits -
organi zations working in green energy and climte change
response. She maintained that the fees would be for grant

witing services provided by the commission, as well as other
forns of assistance.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked for confirmation that no entities,
including the state, would be required to use the services or
pay for anything if they decided that they did not want to use
the conm ssion. She said, "This is all entirely voluntary ...."

M5. HOLLAND answered yes. She clarified that Version R states
that governnment entities and tribal organizations could not be
charged user fees.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDQUX asked, "If it's all vol unt ary, why
woul dn't you just form a non-profit? Wiy do we need a bill to
do sonmething which is ... totally voluntary that is going to
operate off of ... grant funds or people that think that it

provi des a good service and [want] to use it?"
4:04: 45 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  ANDY  JOSEPHSON, Al aska State Legislature,
responded that as a state conmm ssion, the Al aska Cimate Change
Response Commission would be tasked with mtigation, grant
receipts, and coordination wth other governnent and non-

government institutions. It would represent a statenent of
public policy by the legislature that climate change is real and
seriously inpacts Al aska. He maintained that a comm ssion is

needed both to mtigate climate change and fund schools in
Newt ok and Kivalina that are threatened. He said that it would
continue the work done by fornmer Governor Sarah Palin's [Al aska
Cli mate Change Sub- Cabi net]. He added that it would nodel its
menber ship on the now defunct Coastal Zone Managenent Act (CZMA)
comm ssion by having | ocal representation.

4:06: 58 PM

M5. HOLLAND added that one of the primary purposes of the
comm ssion is to support non-profits and other entities in the
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effort, not provide the sane services as non-profits. She
mai ntained that Alaska msses out on billions of dollars in
federal and private funds for [climate change rel ated] efforts.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX referred to the proposed Section 44.19.652
[on page 3 of Version R  beginning on line 12], entitled
"Conpensation”, which nentions "per diem and travel expenses".
She asked if that would be paid for through user fees and
grants.

M5. Holland replied yes.
4:08: 06 PM

REPRESENTATIVE WOOL referred to testinony during the 4/11/17
House State Affairs Standing Commttee neeting citing a study,
which stated that nost of the econom c inpact of climte change
is projected to be in the Interior due to the |arge anount of
infrastructure in that region. He pointed out that the
Interior is not on the list of regions in Version R from which
menbers of the comm ssion woul d be appoi nted.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON offered that to correct that oni ssion
there is a forthcom ng anendnent to add a seat representing the
I nterior.

REPRESENTATIVE WOOL nentioned that wth +the selection [of
comm ssioners] based on region, it would be unfortunate for a
regional "battle" to ensue. He stated that climte change
affects many places in Al aska; therefore, there may be conflict
over funding or what region is in greatest need. He asked if
t he sponsor was concerned about this. He asked if the overal
m ssion of the proposed legislation is to bring awareness to
climate change or to mtigate it or sonething el se.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON answered that he is not worried about
regional tensions; they would be avoided because Version R is
drafted such that the various regions would all be represented
on the comm ssion. He offered that like for the CZMA, the
nmenbers of the comm ssion would be those on the "frontlines" and
in the best positions to know the inpacts to their regions. He
referred to the proposed Section 44.19.660 [on page 4 of Version
R, beginning on line 13], entitled "Powers of the conm ssion",
and noted that the powers of the conm ssion would be broad; the
comm ssion would be a clearinghouse for information, study,
gr ant seeki ng, coordination wth other agenci es, public
outreach, and nonitoring and reporting. He nentioned that the
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duties are also listed under the proposed Section 44.19.662 [on
page 5 of Version R beginning on line 2], entitled "Duties of
the comm ssion". He pointed out that the original version of HB
173 was nore anbitious; it included a surcharge using the
[Division of] Spill Prevention and Response (SPAR) [Departnent
of Environnental Conservation (DEC)] fund. Version R is less
anbitious in that there are fewer resources to acconplish what
is proposed, but it is a starting point to begin the process.
He relayed that two governors ago there was a belief that this
was a concern; he maintained that the inpact of climte change
has only grown; and it is inportant to recommence these efforts.

4:12:33 PM

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS asked if under Version R, a designee would
be permtted to attend a conmm ssion neeting in the place of a
conm ssi oner.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON responded that there is nention of
alternate nenbers and deputy conmm ssioners. He expressed his
confidence that wth the large nunber of nenbers on the
comm ssion, the absence of a single commssioner would not
underm ne the conmm ssion's work. He referred the commttee to
the proposed Section 44.19.656 [on page 3 of Version R
beginning on line 21], entitled "Alternate nenbers”.

4:14: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL asked if there are other comm ssions or
commttees working on these issues. He nentioned the [10th]
Arctic Council Mnisterial Meeting [5/1/17] and offered that
there is a great deal of activity on the topic of climte
change. He asked if there is redundancy.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON of fered his understandi ng that although
the |ieutenant governor has a keen interest in climte change
and is examning it as matter of policy for the [Governor Bill]
Wal ker /[ Li eut enant Governor Byron] WMallot admnistration, there
is not a specific state effort. He offered that the topic of
climate change conmes up often in many |egislative hearings, but
as a state effort with a commssion, it has been suspended since
t he Palin subcabi net was di sbhanded. He conceded that there is a
great deal of research on climate change in Alaska, and it is a
significant topic of research and concern for the University of
Al aska Fai rbanks (UAF); however, he offered that he is not aware
of a centralized effort on this issue emanating from state
gover nnent .
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4:15:54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON referred to page 2, lines 6-7, of Version
R - the proposed subparagraph (E) - which read, "Upper Cook
Inlet area, including the Minicipality of Anchorage and the
Mat anuska- Susi tna Borough"”, and noted that the area nentioned
enconpasses a large population of the state, and only one
representative [for that area] is proposed for the conmm ssion.
She opined that it would be disproportionately underrepresented.
She asked about the goal of the conposition of the conm ssion,
if not by popul ation or equal representation.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON referred to the proposed Section
44.19.660 [on page 4 of Version R, beginning on line 13], which
descri bes the powers of the comm ssion, and the proposed Section
44.9.662 [on page 5 of Version R beginning on line 2], which

describes the duties of the comm ssion. He noted that the
duties of the conm ssion would be broad and enconpassi ng. He
indicated that the intent for conposition of the comm ssion is
not for a "one nmn, one vote" nenbership, Ilike in the
| egi slature, but nore for the geographic representation; it

woul d be the conmmi ssioners with the greatest stake and exposure
to climte change.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX noved to bring the CS for HB 173, Version
R, before the commttee for discussion. There being no
obj ection, the notion passed.

4:18:23 PM
The commttee took an at-ease from4:18 p.m to 4:20 p. m
4:19:56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX noved to rescind the commttee action to
bring the CS for HB 173, Version R, before the committee for
di scussion. There being no objection, the action was rescinded.
[ The notion to bring Version R before the commttee was treated
as Wt hdrawn].

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX noved to adopt the CS for HB 173, Version
R, as the working docunent. There being no objection, Version R
was adopted as a work draft.

4:20:42 PM
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CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS opened public testinony on HB 173.
4:20: 58 PM

DANI ELLE REDMOND testified that this year the state is faced
with a massive budget deficit that has strained the |egislature.

She opined that in all these budget conversations, it 1is
inmportant to |ook ahead and to point out that Alaska is on the
frontlines of climte change inpacts, which wll result in

enornmous costs for the state. She relayed that having a body to
study these questions and support communities |ike Shishmaref,
whose existence is at stake, seens like the very |east Al aska
shoul d do.

4:22:24 PM

BUCK LI NDEKUGEL, Conservation Attorney, Sout heast Al aska
Conservation Council (SEACC), testified that SEACC wel cones
action by Representatives Josephson and CGeran Tarr on climte
change, because Al aska cannot ignore the long-term inplications
of climate change on Al aska's econony and unique way of Ilife.
He expressed his appreciation that the proposed |egislation
focuses on climate inpacts to rural Al aska, because it would
provi de inportant support to local comrunities and non-profits,
who are on the frontlines of this issue. He stated that Al aska
needs to act now, the President of the United States has nade
climate denial a staple of his success and has appointed a
climate denier to run the Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA).
He said, "It's time to get to work here in Alaska on positive
| ocal job-creating solutions to climate change."

4:24:12 PM

BOB SHAVELSON, Advocacy Director, Cook Inletkeeper, testified
that Cook Inletkeeper is a non-profit started in 1995 focusing

on clean water and healthy sal non. He maintained that "the
debate is over"; it is well known that burning fossil fuels
causes climate change and ocean acidification; and Al aska is on
the frontlines of rapid climte change. He nentioned the

recedi ng gl aciers, disappearing sea ice, and nelting permafrost.
He stated that in Kachemak Bay, there have been a variety of
significant inpacts directly linked to a warmng climte:
forest devastation by a massive aphid; extensive seabird die-
of f; hardshell clam die-off; decrease in razor clam population
on the east side of Cook Inlet; and never-before-seen instances
of paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP). He nmintained that the
nost disturbing inpact is the tenperatures of the salnon
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streans, which violates the clean water standards, causes stress
in salnons, and nakes them nore vulnerable to pollution,

predati on, and disease. He said that climte change threatens
the Alaskan l|ifestyle, and fisheries are at grave risk. He
expressed his support for HB 173 and is disappointed that the
fundi ng nechanism was renbved. He nmaintained that wthout

adequate funding, HB 173 would be a "tiny baby step,” and giant
strides are needed to address the severity of the problem

4:26: 38 PM
ELI ZABETH RODERICK testified that she appreciates that the

| egislature is considering acting on climate change; the state
is not addressing the issue; action is overdue; and HB 173 w |

begin some novenent on the issue. She maintained that nany
Al askans are worried; she is losing sleep; and conmunities are
experiencing economc | osses. She stated that tourism and

fisheries are the third and fourth |argest sectors of the Al aska
econony and relayed sone of the consequences of clinmate change:
in 2015, warm water tenperatures and low river levels killed
sal mon in Mtanuska and Susitna areas; hundreds of arctic char
stocked by the Departnent of Fish & Gane died; in January 2017

US. Secretary of Conmerce [Penny Pritzker] granted Governor
Wal ker's request for declaration of disaster for Al aska's sal non
fisheries; the harvests in Kodiak, Prince WIIliam Sound,
Chi gni k, and Lower Cook Inlet were nuch below the forecasts; and
the National Cceanic and Atnospheric Administration (NOAA) [U. S

Departnent of Comrerce (DOC)] determined that increasing acidity
in Alaska waters is dissolving the shells of snails feeding pick
sal non, herring, and mackerel .

M5. RODERICK offered that the Arctic sea ice is considered the
"air conditioner” for the world because of the role it plays in
regul ating global tenperatures, and it is disappearing at an
alarmng rate. She reiterated that infrastructure is being
badly inpacted and will cost a great deal if not addressed now.
She stated that Al aska has lost an estimated 300,000 caribou in
northern Alaska from drowning and starvation due to the warner
t enper at ur es. She maintained that the state's mlitary |eaders
are declaring [climate change] to be the biggest threat to
econoni ¢ and nat i onal security. She expressed her
di sappointnent with the elimnation of the surcharge in Version
R and asserted that Al aska needs to nove forward with a climte
change adaptation pl an.

4:29:46 PM
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KAREN CAMERON, P.E.P.P. A, testified that the Arctic is where
the greatest changes are taking place. She |anented that Al aska
is not the |eader and nodel that it could be for the rest of the
world. She mmintained that a conm ssion, such as proposed under
HB 173, would allow a variety of comunications between
scientists, citizens, and governnental officials; Al aska could
have one vision as to what needs to be done and how to go about
it.

M5. CAMERON asserted that there are incredible sources of
funding that Alaska is mssing out on - the National Science
Foundation (NSF), Federal Energency Managenent Agency (FEMA)
U S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and NOAA Many non-
profits could apply for this noney, and the noney could be
funneled through the State of Al aska. She enphasized the
importance of the commission nmenbers and encouraged the
appoi ntnment of Adjutant General Laurie Hunmel, Conm ssioner of
the Departnment of Mlitary & Veterans’ Affairs (DWA). She
stated that there were many issues to consider and expressed her
appreciation for the people focused on climte change.

4:32: 09 PM
KRI STEN COLLINS, Organizer, Alaska Center, testified that she

supports formng a commssion and stated that Alaska's Arctic
cormunities are already faced with the inpact of a warmng

climte. She maintained that the proposed |egislation
represents a step that the state needs to take forward to be
able to react and recover from climte change i npacts. She

offered her support for HB 173 and wurged the conmmttee to
prioritize legislation that would enable comunities to be
resilient in the years and through the changes to cone. She
expressed her disappointnment that the funding nechanism was
removed from the proposed legislation; and she offered her
support for HB 173.

4:33:15 PM

ANN RAPPOPORT testified that the proposed |egislation would be a
mx of relief and adjustnent strategies for addressing climte
change in Alaska. She nentioned her career in fish and wildlife
biology and reiterated that Alaska is ground zero for clinate
change. She relayed inpacts that she has seen in her 38 years

in Al aska: glaciers nelting and the gardening season
| engthening significantly; coastal erosion and river flooding
causing mllions and mllions of dollars of damage to countl ess

villages and infrastructure throughout the state; and invasive
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species spreading with threats to wld fish, wldlife, and
habitats that support subsistence, commercial, and recreationa
uses of trenmendous economc, cultural, and other benefits to all
Al askans.

MS5. RAPPORT said, "It's way past tine for the state to inplenent
a thoughtful and coordinated approach to addressing these
changes and threats to our existing econonmy and ways of life."
She asserted that HB 173 would present a start to this approach.
It would bring state agencies and elected |eaders together in a
climate change response comrission to cone up with solutions for
Al aska. It would include grants, procurenents, and technical
and financial assistance to conmunities advancing renewable
energy technol ogy and advising the governor and |egislature on
climate policy. She maintained that all of these are very nmnuch

needed. She stated that she is very disappointed in the change
in the funding nechani sm under Version R She opined that the
source of funding originally proposed - 1-cent per Dbarrel
surcharge on oil production - is appropriate due to the

rel ati onship between the production of oil and climte change;
it is very reasonable; it would not inpact the budget; and it
woul d provide funding for the essential activities under HB 173.
She mentioned that she is concerned that the user fees and
grants proposed in Version R would not provide sufficient
f undi ng.

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS asked for an at-ease to pass the gavel to
Vi ce Chair LeDoux.

4:35:23 PM

The commttee took an at-ease from4:35 p.m to 4:37 p.m

4:36: 42 PM

VI CE CHAI R LEDQUX conti nued public testinony on HB 173.

4:37:01 PM

BJOVA OLSEN, Kachemak Bay Conservation Society (KBCS), testified
that he recently has started an organization called Al askans
KNOW Cimate Change to encourage Al aska to address the climte
change i ssue. He relayed that the EPA has stated that over the
past 60 years, Al aska has warnmed 3 degrees Fahrenheit - nore
than twice the gl obal average - and over 6 degrees in the wnter

during the same period. Three Iditarod [Trail Sled Dog Races]
had to be noved to a Fairbanks restart. He added that Al aska is
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witnessing the effects of climate change, which should put to
rest any ideas of a "liberal conspiracy theory." He fully
supports HB 173 and is also dismayed that the surcharge has been
removed from the proposed |egislation. He suggested that Al aska
should join the European nations that have been taking |arge
strides in addressing climte change adaptation and mtigation.

4:38:59 PM

M KE SALLEE testified that he agrees with the other testifiers.
He offered that a climate comm ssion could possibly build upon
al ready existing projects, such as: the one in which Thorne bay
students created a working nodel of a water punp that works off
the tides 24 hours per day; and studies of the food chain
involving salnmon and sable fish, specifically related to the
di ssolving shell of the tetrapod due to ocean acidification. He
said he is very disappointed that the surcharge on oil was
elimnated fromthe proposed legislation. He maintained that it

is well docunented that the oil industry has underm ned the
science connecting climte change to human activity. He
asserted that he is apprehensive of the power of oil interests

in influencing the Al aska | egislature.

4:41: 32 PM

The conmittee took a brief at-ease at 4:41 p.m
4:41:56 PM

VICE CHAIR LEDOUX continued public testinmony on HB 173 after
technical difficulties were resol ved.

4:42: 40 PM

CEAL SMTH, Alaska Cimate Caucus; Alaska dimte Action
Network, referred to a letter of support [dated 5/3/17] included
in the comittee packet and signed by over 170 people
representing over 30 organizations in Al aska. She asserted that
the issue of climate change is wurgent and inportant; climte
change is inpacting Al aska profoundly and at an alarmng rate
it is affecting people's everyday Ilives. She stated that the
trends are not encouraging: every year since 2014 Al aska has
had record-breaking tenperatures; and this fall tenperatures
across large parts of the Arctic OCcean were 68 degrees
Fahrenheit above normal. She relayed that the failure to act on
climate change is hurting Al askans. She said that nearly 15
years ago the U S. General Accounting Ofice (GAO reported 86
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percent of Alaska's Native villages are inpacted; Kivalina,
Koyukuk, Newtok and Shishnmaref are in imm nent danger; and she
expressed her belief that it is past tinme that Al aska supports
the relocation of these villages. She offered that when polling
the menbers of her organizations, climte change is ranked one
and two anong the list of concerns. She expressed that her
menbership is in support of HB 173 and would like to see the
fundi ng nmechani sm rest or ed.

4:45: 31 PM

MO RA I NGLE testified that Alaska is at the forefront of clinate
change and Al askans are seeing the effects of it. She | auded
former Governor [Sarah] Palin's subcabinet and nentioned that
former Governor [Sean] Parnell abandoned the effort. She

enphasi zed that given the position of Al aska on the forefront of
climate change in the U S and the world, state level action on

climate change is |ong overdue. She expressed her support for
HB 173 - to restart the effort - and her disappointnent with the
renmoval of the funding nechanism She maintained that the

proposed surcharge was nodest and would have been levied on an
appropriate industry - the fossil fuel industry - which has both
benefited fromoil extraction and is culpable in climte change.
She referred to the 5/3/17 letter of support nentioned by the
previous testifier and urged the conmttee to consider the
suggestions in the letter for anendnents to HB 173, as foll ows:
to require the Conmission to develop a climte change adaptati on
plan within two years; to expand the conmission to include
experts and representatives fromnore Interior census areas; and
to increase the surcharge.

4:48:20 PM

RAYMOND O NEILL testified that he has worked throughout the
state as an environnmental engineer - in Shishmaref, in Yukon-
Kuskokwi m Delta conmmunities, and in Yukon Flats communities -
and has seen the inmpact of global warmn ng. He asserted that it
is a climte crisis that is approaching an energency. Acr oss
North Anerica including Al aska, vector borne diseases are on the
rise. The village of Shishmaref is eroding away; infrastructure
is not being supported; and new infrastructure is not being
brought in because of the need for the community to nove. He
mai ntai ned that attention to climate change is |ong overdue; it
is hurting Alaska now, the comunity public health, safety,
econony, and environnment have been inpacted in many ways. He
recommended that the conmittee adopt the anendnents suggested in
the 5/3/17 letter of support. He said he is outraged that the
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surcharge on fossil fuel would be questioned; the people of the
comunities nost inpacted are unable to fund the effort; and the
industries that have profited from [the extraction of fossil
fuel s] need to assist.

4:51: 02 PM

M CHELLE O NEIL PURYEAR testified that she agrees wth the
proposed legislation; it is the social responsibility of any
corporation doing resource extraction to reinvest in the
communities they affect; and she considers it the cost of doing
busi ness.

4:52:14 PM

CARL WASSILLIE, Biologist, Alaska's Big Village Network (ABVN)
testified that he is a Yup'ik biologist from the Kuskokw m
[ Rl ver] area. He stated that he is concerned about clinate
change; climte change resolutions have been issued from the
Yukon- Kuskokwi m regi on beginning in 2005; since 2003, multiple
tribes of the region have requested that [actions] be taken
donestically and internationally to adjust to the changes that
are causing harm to communities. He maintained that the State
of Alaska has responsibility to the citizens of Al aska and for
preventing inplications of human rights abuses associated wth
doi ng not hing about climte change. He stated that he supports
HB 173 fully and is disappointed that the funding has been
elimnated. (indisc.) He asserted that HB 173 would be a good
step and expressed his appreciation for the state reeval uating
what the Palin admnistration did in 2006. He said the inpacts
[of climate change] are not only physical but are psychol ogical;
the harm is ongoing, especially in coastal villages and river
villages dealing with the loss of sea ice and increased fl ooding
and erosion.

4:54:51 PM
ERI C SHAETZLE testified that Al aska nust anticipate and prepare

for the effects of climte change. He offered that even if the
assessment of the nunmerous inpacts was restricted solely to the

fishing industry, those efforts wuld be justified. He
mai nt ai ned that ocean acidification and hydrologic cycle
di sruptions are direct threats to Al aska' s econony. Al aska

needs to protect the economic interest of Al askans and identify
opportunities for Alaska that mght enmerge because of the
growi ng response to this global chall enge.
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4:55:53 PM

VI CE CHAI R LEDOUX cl osed public testinony on HB 173.

4:56: 06 PM

The conmttee took a brief at-ease at 4:56 p.m

4:56: 28 PM

VI CE CHAI R LEDOUX announced that HB 173 woul d be hel d over.

4:56: 55 PM

ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

State Affairs Standing Conmittee neeting was adjourned at 4:57
p. m
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