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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
3:07:06 PM

CHAIR JONATHAN KREI SS-TOWKINS called the House State Affairs
St andi ng Committee neet i ng to or der at 3: 07 p. m
Representatives Tuck, Wol, Birch, Johnson, Knopp, and Kreiss-
Tonkins were present at the call to order. Representati ve
LeDoux arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HB 91- APOCC REG STRATI ON FEES; LOBBYI ST TAX

3:08: 18 PM

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS announced that the first order of business
woul d be HOUSE BILL NO 91, "An Act relating to fees for certain
persons filing disclosure statements or other reports with the
Alaska Public Ofices Conm ssion; relating to a tax on
| egi slative | obbyists; and providing for an effective date."

[ Because of their length, sone anendnents discussed or adopted
during the neeting are found at the end of the mnutes for HB
91. Shorter anendnents are included in the main text.]

3:09: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP noved to adopt the proposed commttee
substitute (CS) for HB 91, Version 30-LS0067\D, Bullard,
2/ 21/17, as the working docunent.

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS obj ected for the purpose of discussion.
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3:09:43 PM

CRYSTAL KOENEMAN, Staff, Representative Sam Kito, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, presented the CS for HB 91 on behalf of
Representative Kito, prime sponsor. She pointed out that the CS
nodi fies Section 1 of HB 91 to link the candidate fee to the
el ection cycle. She stated that there are no changes to Section
2. She relayed that Section 3 maintains the renoval of the $250
| obbyist fee and is amended to incorporate the "stair-step”
schedul e of | obbyist fees, which would replace the "incone tax"
| anguage. She cited |anguage on page 2, line 31, through to
page 3, line 5, which read as foll ows:

For each | obbying contract, a |obbyist shall pay a fee
of

(1) $350 for a contract with a value of |ess than
$30, 000;

(2) $650 for a contract with a value of between
$30, 000 and $60, 000; and 5

(3) $850 for a contract with a value of nore than
$60, 000.

CHAIR KREI SS-TOWINS renoved his objection to the notion to
adopt the proposed CS for HB 91, Version 30-LS0067\D, Bullard,
2/ 21/17, as the working docunent. There being no further
obj ection, Version D was before the conmttee.

3:13: 21 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK noved to adopt Conceptual Anmendnent 1, which
read as follows [original punctuation provided]:

Page 1, line 11:
Following “files”:
Del ete: “a declaration of candidacy under AS
15.25.030, a letter of intent under AS 15.13. 105,
or a nomnating petition under AS 15.25.170"
I nsert: “under 15.13.060(c)”

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS obj ected for the purpose of discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK explained that Conceptual Amendnent 1
corrects a drafting error by del eting |anguage begi nning on page
1, line 11, of Version D, which read, "a declaration of
candi dacy under AS 15.25.030, a letter of intent wunder AS
15.13. 105, or a nomnating petition under AS 15.25.170", and
inserting "under 15.13.060(c)". He expl ained that declarations
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of candidacy are functions of the Division of Elections (DCE)
and not functions of the Alaska Public Ofices Comm ssion
(APQC) . The correction replaces the DOE requirenments with APOC
requi renents for declarations of candi dacy.

CHAIR KREISS-TOWINS renmoved his objection to Conceptua
Amendnent 1. There being no further objection, it was so
or der ed.

3:15:26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP noved to adopt Amendnent 2, [I|abeled 30-
LS0067\D. 1, Bullard, 2/23/17]. [ Arendnent 2 is provided at the
end of the mnutes on HB 91.]

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS obj ected for the purpose of discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP expl ai ned that Anmendnent 2 would elinmnate
the requirenents for individuals appointed to boards and
commssions to file public official financial disclosures
(POFDs); therefore, exenpting them from the annual registration
fee of $50, in Section 7 of HB 91. He asserted that in his
experience with local governnent, it is difficult to find people
willing to serve on boards and comm ssions, and he opined that
the requirements for APOC filing discourages them even nore. He
expressed his hope that by elimnating these reporting
requi renents, nore people will be encouraged to serve on boards
and conm ssions. He added that the second reason for
i ntroduci ng Arendnent 2 is to reduce APCC wor kl oad.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL asked if Amendment 2 would renove the
requirenent for filing POFDs for anyone running for city
counci |, borough, or assenbly.

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP replied no. The anmendnent woul d excl ude
just those serving on boards and comm ssions, not public
of ficials serving on nunicipal assenblies or councils.

REPRESENTATI VE SAM KITO Alaska State Legislature, as prine
sponsor of HB 91, testified that exenpting board and commi ssion
menbers from filing would alleviate a financial burden on
unconpensated individuals, as well as reduce the workload of
APQCC, which is required to audit 100 percent of its filings.

3:20: 06 PM
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HEATHER HEBDON, Executive D rector, Alaska Public Ofices
Comm ssions (APOC), testified that the exenption of volunteer,
appoi nted nenbers of nmunicipal boards and conm ssions would
relieve APOC of a considerable anpunt of work. She asked for
clarification that Anmendnent 2 refers to boards and conm ssions
on the municipal level, not on the state |evel.

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP answered that his intent for Amendnent 2 is
to include state boards and conm ssions in the exenption. He
added that sone board and conm ssion mnenbers are conpensated,
sone are not, and not all boards and commissions are required to
file with APCC.

MS. HEBDON asserted that the exenption of state |evel board and
comi ssion nenbers woul d decrease APOC wor kl oad i nmensely. She
added that APOCC relies heavily on third-party sources for
information on appointnents and term nations of terns, and the
tracking procedure is difficult.

3:22: 44 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX cited Representative Knopp's statenent
that not all boards and comm ssions are subject to filing with
APCC., She asked which boards and comm ssions are exenpt from
filing.

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP of fered that the Al aska Gasline Devel opnent
Corporation (AGDC) board is not required to file with APCC.

M5. HEBDON responded that she does not have a list of the boards
and comm ssions not required to file with APCC She added t hat
of the existing boards and comm ssions, only 40 are required to
file with APCC under state statutes.

CHAIR KREISS-TOWKINS asked for exanples  of boards and
comm ssions that are required to file with APQCC,

M5. HEBDON rel ayed exanpl es of boards and conmi ssions that file
with APOC, as follows: Alaska State Council on the Arts (ASCA),
Al cohol Beverage Control (ABC) Board, State Assessnment Review
Board (SARB), State Board of Education & Early Devel oprent,
Alaska Public Broadcasting Comm ssion (APBC), APQOC, Al aska
Commercial Fisheries Entry Comm ssion (CFEC), Fishernen's Fund
Advisory and Appeals Council (FFAAC), Big Gane Commerci al
Services Board (BGCSB), Board of Agriculture and Conservation
(BAC), and Board of Trustees of the Alaska Mental Health Trust
Aut hority (AVHTA).
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M5. HEBDON opined that she agrees wth the exenption but
bel i eves there should be nore scrutiny before applying a bl anket
exenpti on. She offered that some of the boards and comm ssions
oversee significant policy decisions and suggested that it may
be good for themto continue reporting to APCC.

3:25:40 PM

REPRESENTATIVE BIRCH referred to Section 3(g) of Version D,
whi ch states that subsection (g) does not apply to a volunteer
| obbyi st or a representational | obbyist. He asked if vol unteer
or representational |obbyists are exenpt from registering with
APCC.

M5. HEBDON responded that she does not believe that a vol unteer
| obbyist is required to file a registration with APOC

REPRESENTATI VE BI RCH asked for confirmation that if a vol unteer
| obbyi st exceeds the "10 hours in 30 days" |obbying activity
threshold that identifies one as a |obbyist, he/she still would
not have to register because he/she is unpaid.

M5. HEBDON replied that she does not know.

REPRESENTATI VE Bl RCH asked for a description of a
representational | obbyist.

M5. HEBDON said that she doesn't know but would provide that
information. She added that her focus has not been on | obbying
| aws. She offered that her understanding of representationa
| obbyists is that their focus is other than | obbying.

REPRESENTATI VE BIRCH offered that his interest in this question
is to estimate the scope of APCC filings.

3:29: 08 PM

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS asked for an estinmate of how many POFDs are
filed annually and how many woul d be excl uded under Amendnent 2.

M5. HEBDON answered that she estinmates about 600 nmenbers of
boards and conmi ssions would be exenpt but pointed out that for
communities of less than 15,000 popul ation, municipal filers are
neither required to file wwth APOC nor file electronically. She
added that many of the filings are in hard copy and filed wth
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city clerks. She said she could provide a breakdown of board,
commi ssion, and nunicipal filers by requirenent to file.

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS asked how many POFDs are filed with APCC
annual | y.

M5. HEBDON answered there are about 1,300-1,350 electronic
filers, which includes all categories of filers.

3:31:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP offered that the APOC website indicated
that 1,268 POFDs were filed; there were 360 board and conm ssion
filings.

MS. HEBDON verified that the "360" nunber refers to state boards
and conmm ssions, not nunicipal boards and conmm ssi ons.

3:32:15 PM

REPRESENTATIVE BIRCH, in response to Representative LeDoux,
cited the |anguage regarding representational and volunteer
| obbyi sts, on page 2 of Version D, starting on line 29, which
read as foll ows:

The commission may not accept an application for
registration or renew a registration until the fee is
paid. This subsection does not apply to a volunteer
| obbyi st under AS 24.45.161 or a representational
| obbyi st under regul ations of the comm ssion.

REPRESENTATI VE BI RCH asked, "Wo's keeping track of volunteer
and representational | obbyists?"

3:33:47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KI TO clarified that Amendment 2 woul d address the
POFD filers, and the bill language that Representative Birch
cited speaks to which |obbyists nmust register as |obbyists. He
added that the representational and volunteer |obbyists nust
follow certain rules before they are considered |obbyists, and
one goal of HB 91 is to support APOC so that it can put nore
resources into APCC s functions regardi ng | obbyi sts.

3:34: 57 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE WOOL referred to the phrase beginning on page 1,
line 2, of Amendnent 2, which read, "exenpting certain nenbers
of state boards or comm ssions, nmunicipal school or wutility
boards, and city, borough, or wunified nmunicipal planning and
zoning conm ssions". He asked for clarification that the
exenption would be for certain state boards, because the work
involved with filing with APOC is a deterrent from serving

however, some shoul d not be exenpt because of the scope of their
pol i cy deci sions.

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP of fered that "exenpting certain nmenbers" is
stated because not all nenbers of boards and conmi ssions are
required to file.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL asked for verification that M. Hebdon
indicated that sone nenbers of boards and conmm ssions should
continue to be required to file.

M5. HEBDON responded yes, that is what she neant.
3:37:09 PM

CHAIR KREISS-TOWKINS asked for exanpl es  of boards and
commi ssions having significant policy-nmaking powers that nerit
their inclusion in the POFD filing requirenents.

M5. HEBDON responded that two exanples are the University of

Al aska Board of Regents (UABoR) and the Regul atory Conmm ssion of
Al aska (RCA).

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP opi ned that AGDC should be required to file
but does not. He asked Ms. Hebdon for an explanation for how it
was determ ned which boards and conm ssions should file and
whi ch were exenpt.

M5. HEBDON offered that there is long history behind the
statutory filing requirenments for the various state boards and
commi ssions, and there are about 40 statutes addressi ng POFDs.
3:39: 08 PM

The commttee took an at-ease from3:39 p.m to 3:46 p. m

3:46: 10 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP noved to adopt Conceptual Amendnent 1 to
Amendnent 2, to delete "certain nenbers of state boards" on page
1, line 2, [as nunbered on] Amendnent 2.

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS obj ected for discussion.

3:47:24 PM

MS. KOENEMAN, regarding Conceptual Anmendnent 1 to Anmendnent 2,
suggested there could be a conformng change made to renove
"state board or comm ssion" throughout Anmendnent 2. For
exanpl e, she cited page 2, line 3, [as nunbered on] Amendnent 2.
3:48: 30 PM

The conmttee took an at-ease from3:48 p.m to 3:53 p. m

3:52:49 PM

CHAIR KREI SS-TOWINS stated that the scope of Amendnent 2 was
substantial and indicated HB 91 would be hel d over.

REPRESENTATI VE BIRCH asked for information on the nunber of
vol unteer and representational | obbyists.

3:55:02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP w thdrew his notion of adopt Conceptua
Amendment 1 to Anendment 2.

REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP wi t hdrew his notion to adopt Amendnent 2.
3:55:47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked for an explanation of the difference
bet ween a vol unteer | obbyist and a representational | obbyist.

M5. HEBDON answered that a representational |obbyist is sonmeone

who: engages in lobbying for an entity; receives no
conpensation or fees other than reinbursenent of travel and
personal living expenses; and is required to register with APCC
but not file reports. She added that a volunteer | obbyist

recei ves no conpensation, receives no reinbursenment for personal
expenses, and is not required to register or report.

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS i ndi cated HB 91 woul d be hel d over.
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AMENDMENTS

The followng anmendnent to the proposed committee substitute
(Cs) for HB 91, Version 30-LS0067\D, Bullard, 2/21/17 was
adopted during the hearing. [Shorter anendnents are provided in
the main text only.]

Anendment 2 [30-LS0067\D. 1, Bullard, 2/23/17] (withdrawn):

Page 1, line 2, follow ng "Comm ssion;":

I nsert "exenpting certain nmenbers of state boards
or commi ssions, nunicipal school or wutility boards,
and city, borough, or wunified nunicipal planning and
zoning commissions from filing financial and business
interest statements with the Al aska Public Ofices
Commi ssi on; "

Page 3, following line 24:

Insert new bill sections to read:

"* Sec. 7. AS 39.50.020(a) is anended to read:

(a) A public official other than the governor or
the |ieutenant governor shall file a statenent giving
i nconme sources and business interests, under oath and
on penalty of perjury, within 30 days after taking
office as a public official. Candidates for state
el ective office other than a candidate who is subject
to AS 24.60 shall file the statement with the director
of elections at the tinme of filing a declaration of
candidacy or a nomnating petition or becomng a
candi date by any other nmeans. Candidates for elective
muni ci pal office shall file the statenment at the tinme
of filing a nomnating petition, declaration of
candi dacy, or other required filing for the elective
muni ci pal office. Refusal or failure to file within
the tinme prescribed shall require that the candidate's
filing fees, if any, and filing for office be refused
or that a previously accepted filing fee be returned,
and the candidate's nane renoved from the filing
records. A statenent shall also be filed by public
officials not [NO later than March 15 in each
following year. On or before the 90th day after
| eaving office, a former public official shall file a
final statenent covering any period during the
official's service in that office for which the public
official has not already filed a statenment. A public
official [PERSONS] who is a chair or nenber [ARE
MEMBERS] of a state board or conm ssion, nunicipal
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school or utility board, or city, bor ough, or
nmuni ci pal planning and zoning conmm ssion is [BOARDS OR
COW SSIONS NOT NAMED |IN AS 39.50.200(b) ARE] not
required to file a statenment [FI NANCI AL STATEMENTS] .

* Sec. 8. AS 39.50.030(d) is anended to read:

(d) In addition to the requirenments of (b) of
this section, each statement filed under this chapter
by a public official in the executive branch of state
governnment [OTHER THAN THE CHAIR OR A MEMBER OF A
STATE COW SSION OR BOARD] mnust include a disclosure
of the formation or maintenance of a close economc
association involving a substantial financial nmatter
as required by this subsection. The disclosure nust be
sufficiently detailed so that a reader can ascertain
the nature of the association. A public official shall
di scl ose a cl ose econom c association with

(1) a legislator;

(2) a public official who is not an el ected
or appoi nted nunici pal officer;

(3) a |obbyist; or

(4) a public officer if the person required
to make the disclosure is the governor or the
| i eut enant governor.

* Sec. 9. AS 39.50.060(b) is anended to read:

(b) Any person failing or refusing to conply
with the requirenents of this chapter, in addition to
the penalties prescribed, shall forfeit nomnation to
office and may not be seated or installed in office if
the person has not conplied. Nominated, hired, or
appointed officials or [,] conmssioners [, CHAIRS, OR
MEMBERS OF COVW SSIONS OR BOARDS SPECIFIED [N
AS 39. 50. 200( b) ] may  not be confirmed by the
| egislature if conpliance has not been nmade. In the
case of elected officials, the |ieutenant governor, or
other certifying authority, may not certify a person's
nom nation for office or the person's election to
office if conpliance was not made wthin the tine
required. The nomnation to office or election to
office shall be certified to the highest vote getter
for that nomnation for that office or election to
that office who has conplied within the tines required
and who shall be declared nom nated or elected. For
pur poses of this subsection, a person is considered to
have conplied within the tinme required if the person
conplies within 30 days after the due date established
by this chapter.

* Sec. 10. AS 39.50.070 is anended to read:
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Sec. 39.50.070. Failure to report by certain
public officials. A public official in the executive
branch of state governnent, other than the governor or
i eutenant governor [OR A CHAIR OR MEMBER OF A STATE
BOARD OR COWM SSION], who refuses or fails to file a
report of financial interests required under this
chapter when due may not hold office, and the person's
nane may not be submtted to the legislature for
confirmation, wuntil the person conplies. The person
may not be confirnmed, hired, or appointed, and the
person forfeits and may not be paid any salary, per
diem or travel expenses, until the person conplies.
| f, after installation in office or begi nni ng
enploynent in the position, the person refuses or
fails to file the required statement when due, the
person is guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon conviction
is punishable by a fine of not |less than $100 nor nore
than $1,000 and shall be renmoved from office if
conpliance is not nmade within 30 days after the due
date of the report."

Renunber the follow ng bill sections accordingly.
Page 4, following line 13:
Insert a new bill section to read:
"* Sec. 13. AS 39.50.080 is repealed.™
Renunber the followi ng bill section accordingly.

[ End of anendnent - HB 91 was hel d over.]

HB 1- ELECTI ON REGQ STRATI ON AND VOTI NG

3:57:16 PM

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS announced that the final order of business
woul d be HOUSE BILL NO 1, "An Act relating to absentee voting
voting, and voter registration; relating to wearly voting
| ocations at which persons nmay vote absentee ballots; and
providing for an effective date."

3:58: 05 PM
REPRESENTATI VE TUCK presented HB 1, as prinme sponsor. He

paraphrased from the sponsor statenment, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:
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The right to vote enbodies the spirit of Anmerican
denocracy. Casting a vote is the nost discretely
effective way to have one's voice heard in the
political process. \Wen we exercise our right to vote
we inpact our community far beyond an el ection: we can

elect individuals who wll rmake decisions on our
behal f about how our government will be run, set the
policies that will guide our state, and how resources,

both national and | ocal, are distributed.

Unfortunately, a surprising nunber of Americans don't
exercise their right to vote. On average, only about
half of eligible US voters cast ballots. Although,
Al aska is one of a handful of states which exceeded 50
percent voter turnout in 2014, alnost half of Al askan
voters are effectively not being heard.

House Bill 1 includes a series of changes designed to
increase voter participation and access to voting
across the state by inproving and clarifying the
voting process. These changes i ncl ude:

e Providing sane day voter registration to allow
all eligible Al askans the opportunity to vote;

« Enhancing online wvoter registration wth
el ectronic signatures to nake the registration
process qui cker and easi er;

* Ensuring the sane early voting locations are
avai l abl e during every el ection;

e Creating on [sic] option for pernmanent absentee
voting for individuals that plan to vote by
mai | every year; and

* Carifying and unifying termnology for early
voting to renove confusion between early voting
and absentee in-person voting.

By adopting the changes in House Bill 1, we can take a
step forward to increase the voice of all Al askans.

4:00:14 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE KNOPP asked for a definition of "permanent
absent ee".

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK replied that when soneone goes to a voting

|ocation to "early vote" it 1is <called "in-person absentee
voting." He asserted there was confusion, even anong pol
wat chers, about whether an absentee voter could vote in-person
He rmaintained that "absentee voting" is a term used by the

Division of Elections (DOE) referring to how the ballot is
processed. He relayed that one does not have to be absent from
his/her district to vote absentee. He said that voting absentee
is a formof early voting or voting by mail. He concluded that
if one votes at an election polling location prior to the day of
the election, it is referred to as "in-person absentee voting."

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX offered that when she visits honmes in her
district, she has discovered on nunerous occasions that the
person registered to vote at that address is no longer living at
t hat address and now lives in another voting district. She said
that in referring to her voter file, she has discovered that the
person who noved is still voting in Representative LeDoux's
district. She relayed that she has asked DOE if a candi date,
poll watcher, or anyone else could challenge that person's vote
and was told "no." She conpared it to noving out of state and
voting as if still an Al askan resident. She asked if the vote
could be challenged and if something could be done to rectify
this situation

4:03:59 PM

JOSIE BAHNKE, Director, Central Ofice, D vision of Elections
(DCS), Ofice of t he Li eut enant Gover nor, asked i f
Representative LeDoux was referring to challenging the vote of a
per manent absentee voter.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX said, "No, not a permanent absentee
voter." She gave the exanple of sonmeone living on the south
si de of Anchorage who keeps com ng back to Mdtown to vote; who
has never changed his/her voter registration to reflect where
he/ she now lives; who no |onger owns property in Mdtown; and
who no longer is a resident of M dtown. She asserted that
el ections can be very close and expressed her belief that it is
i nappropriate for someone to vote in a district in which he/she
no |longer |ives. She asked why there isn't a nmechanism to
chal l enge a voter who is voting outside of his/her district.

4:05:57 PM
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LAURI WLSON, Elections Supervisor, Southeast Region, D vision
of Elections (DOE), Ofice of the Lieutenant Governor, answered
that there are times when a voter nobves and does not update
hi s/ her residence address with DOE, and it is up to the voter to
notify DOE of an address change. She nentioned that a voter of
a precinct could challenge another voter's eligibility for
voting in that precinct at the tinme of voting, and the voter who
has been chall enged would vote a question ballot, which would be
subject to review by the review board and el ections staff. She
said that during the absentee and question ballot review
process, observers are present who can challenge the eligibility
of the voter during the review process, and the challenges can
be brought forth to the director of elections for review. She
reiterated that it is up to the voter to notify DOE when he/she
changes residences, and the law allows a person to have one
pl ace of residence. She added there are exceptions, which allow
a voter to be away from hi s/ her residence and continue to vote.

4:08:15 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX stated that she brought this concern
forward to see if HB 1 could be amended to address it. She
asked if there is any nechanism for objecting to a vote, if she
has knowl edge that soneone is not living in the district in

whi ch he/she is voting.

M5. WLSON replied that DOE cannot renove voters from the voter
rolls based on a belief that the voter does not live in the
di strict anynore.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked if there was a nechanism for
chal l enging a vote cast by soneone outside the district, such as
signing an affidavit declaring his/her reasons for believing
that the voter is not living in that district, and the conpl ai nt
woul d result in DOE contacting the voter to verify residence.

M5. WLSON answered that if a voter votes in the district from
whi ch he/she has noved, and it is brought to the attention of
DCE through a conplaint, the law is broad in considering the
intent of the voter to possibly return to his/her old residence.
If he/she is still an Al askan voter, he/she may continue to use
the ol d address for voting purposes.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asserted that is the law for people noving

out of state and considering returning to Al aska. She attested
that her concern involves soneone who owns a home in southside
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Anchorage, sells that home, and has no intention of returning
because he/ she now owns a honme in M dt own.

M5. WLSON reiterated that it is up to the individual to notify
DCE of a residence address change, so that the wvoter
regi stration record can be updated. She added that w thout the
update, that |ocation continues to be his/her voting residence.

4:11: 01 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX offered that a statutory change would be
needed to prevent that situation from happeni ng.

M5. WLSON responded that's possible. She asserted that the
issues are the intent of the voter regarding residency and the
intent of Alaska statute allowng for tenporary residence, such
as a work canp, as it relates to voting.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asserted that her concern is not related
to the person who is working away from honme tenporarily but for
the person who sells his/her home and, for whatever reason,
continues to vote in his/her old district. She asked if under
current law that is |egal.

M5. WLSON responded that making Al aska voter |aws stricter nust
be addressed through statute.

4:12:52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL offered that the observation of a voter
voting outside his/her district beconmes trickier regarding an
absentee or mail-in ballot.

M5. WLSON stated that the absentee review boards in the
regional DOE offices review all absentee ballots, whether they
are by mail, absentee in-person, or special needs. She asserted
that during the review process, an observer can challenge the
eligibility of the voter whose ballot is being reviewed, and the
challenge wll be referred to the director to review and deci de,
case by case.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX stated that by Election Day, there are
al ready a certain nunber of absentee ballots counted. She asked
if those ballots are reviewed by the absentee review board or if
t hey are consi dered absentee in-person ball ots.

4:14: 20 PM
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M5. WLSON stated that there are different processes regarding

absentee votes. There is a permanent absentee voter (PAV),
someone who autonmatically gets an absentee ballot from DOE, and
an absentee in-person voter. Al absentee ballots are reviewed
by the absentee review board. She explained that early voting
is like voting at the poll on Election Day - it is a "live"
ball ot of an eligible voter, and it is not subject to a review
process. She attested that any ballot that is not by early

voting or Election Day voting at the precinct goes through the
review process. She summarized that the ballots that go through
the review process are absentee ballots, special needs ballots,
and question ball ots.

M5. WLSON went on to say that no ballots are counted before the
polls close at 8:00 p.m on Election Day. Absentee ballots are
reviewed by DOE staff; voter history is entered into the
conmput er system and each ballot is independently reviewed by a
revi ew board. She added that a deadline date is chosen by DCE
staff which represents the date by which absentee ballots nust
have been received and reviewed to be counted on Election Day
after the polls close. Al'l other absentee ballots are counted
i n subsequent counts after they are revi ened.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked if there is any provision for pol
wat chers to observe the counting of absentee ballots or early
voting ball ots.

M5. WLSON replied yes. They are not poll watchers but
observers who are present during the ballot count and revi ew.

4:19:29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BI RCH expressed his support for increasing voter
turnout through the proposed |egislation.

CHAI R KREI SS- TOWKI NS i ndi cated HB 1 woul d be hel d over.

4:21:45 PM

ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

State Affairs Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 4:22
p. m
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