ALASKA STATE LEGQ SLATURE

HOUSE RESOURCES STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 20, 2017

2:

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative

Andy Josephson,
Geran Tarr, Co-
Dean West | ake,

05 p. m

Co-Chair
Chair
Vice Chair

Harri et Drummond

Justin Parish
Chris Birch
DeLena Johnson
CGeor ge Rauscher
David Tal erico

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative M ke Chenault (alternate)
Representative Chris Tuck (alternate)

COWMWM TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO. 105
"An Act establishing the
Managenment Area.”

Gordon Haber Denali Wl f Speci al

- MOVED CSHB 105( RES) OUT OF COWMM TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 134
"An Act relating to the conposition of the Board of Gane."

- HEARD & HELD
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: HB 105
SHORT TI TLE: DENAL

WOLF SPECI AL MANAGEMENT AREA

SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) JOSEPHSON

02/ 03/ 17 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 03/ 17 (H) RES, FIN

02/ 10/ 17 (H) RES AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124

02/ 10/ 17 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 10/ 17 (H) M NUTE( RES)

HOUSE RES COW TTEE -1- March 20, 2017



02/ 15/ 17 (H) RES AT 1: 00 PM BARNES 124
02/ 15/ 17 (H) Heard & Hel d
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02/ 20/ 17 (H) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 20/ 17 (H) RES
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W TNESS REG STER

MEGAN ROVE, Staff

Represent ati ve Andy Josephson

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: On behalf of Representative Josephson,
prinme sponsor, explained changes nade by the comittee
substitute, Version O for HB 105.

DOUGLAS MCI NTCsH
Fai r banks, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 105.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
2: 05: 39 PM

CO- CHAIR ANDY JOSEPHSON called the House Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 2:05 p.m Represent ati ves
Josephson, Drummond, Parish, Westlake, and Tarr were present at
the call to order. Representatives Birch, Johnson, Rauscher,
and Talerico arrived as the nmeeting was in progress.

HB 105- DENALI WOLF SPECI AL MANAGEMENT AREA

2: 06: 25 PM

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSON announced that the first order of business
would be HOUSE BILL NO 105, "An Act establishing the Gordon
Haber Denali Wl f Special Mnagenent Area.”

2:06:42 PM
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CO- CHAIR TARR noved to adopt the proposed commttee substitute
(CS) for HB 105, |abeled 30-LS0408\0O Bullard, 3/16/17, as the
wor ki ng docunent. There being no objection, Version O was
before the comm ttee.

2:07:21 PM

CO- CHAI R JOSEPHSQN, sponsor of HB 105, noted that the original
bill has a fiscal note from the Departnent of Natural Resources
( DNR) . However, he advised, Version O may generate a fiscal
note with mnimal inpact from the Departnent of Public Safety,
Division of Alaska WIldlife Troopers, and wll possibly have a

fiscal note with zero inpact from the Al aska Departnent of Fish
& Gane (ADF&G) . He rem nded nenbers that during today s House
of Representatives floor session he announced that the conmittee
woul d convene wthin 15 mnutes of adjournnment of the floor
sessi on.

2:08: 31 PM

MEGAN ROWE, Staff, Representative Andy Josephson, Alaska State
Legislature, on behalf of Representative Josephson, prine
sponsor of HB 105, explained that the original bill version
woul d have created the Denali WlIf Special Mnagenent Area to
protect wolves near Denali National Park and Preserve (“Denali
Park”) and that the title in which it was drafted was
adm ni stered by DNR However, she noted, DNR does not have the
authority to manage wildlife, and therefore, per advice of the
adm ni stration, Version O includes the sane geographic area but
closes this area to the hunting and trappi ng of wol ves.

2:09:45 PM

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSON rem nded nenbers that HB 105 was before the
commttee on 2/10/17 and 2/15/17 and public testinony was taken.
He agai n opened public testinony on the bill.

DOUGLAS MCI NTOSH testified that he has lived in Fairbanks for 46

years and whol eheartedly supports HB 105. He said he
specifically likes that the bill’s purpose remains to protect
wol ves for future generations of Al askans and, as well, bolsters

the econony of Alaska through tourism Seeing wild aninmals
living free in their natural environment is one reason he cane
to Al aska, he added.
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CO- CHAIR JOSEPHSON closed public testinmony on HB 105, after
ascertaining that a previous wtness, M. A Barrette of
Fai r banks, had no comment on the changes made in Version O

2:12: 46 PM

CO- CHAIR JOSEPHSON recalled that during the 2/10/17 hearing
conmm ttee menbers raised questions on the original bill, such as
questions about private lands and whether the narrative which
stated that wolves conme before all other things in the buffer
zone would nean "just that.” To dispense with those legitimte
guestions, he said, Version O would nake a sinple closure. He
related that ADF&G s web site |ists about 37 areas as presently
closed to hunting or trapping. Regardi ng the closure concept,
he noted that a provision in the <constitution [prohibits]
special and |ocal |egislation. However, he continued, case |aw
says that if sonmething is of statew de inportance and applies in
a local way, it may not necessarily be prohibited. For exanpl e,
on 2/10/17 it was heard that Denali Park has 650,000 visitors
per year and over $800 million is spent in salaries at the park.
Sonme people, he related, believe that as few as three trappers
are inpacting the ability of visitors to see wdlves in the park.
Wil e they have rebounded sone, the decline of wolves roughly
parallels when the State of Al aska, ADF&S and the Board of Gane
removed the buffer in question, or at least a buffer in simlar
size and simlar location near the Stanpede Trail and east of
the CGeorge Parks Hi ghway, although, he allowed, this may be a
cont est abl e point.

2:16: 11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BI RCH advised that his vote on the bill wll be
no. He said he has lived and worked in this area, including at
the Stanpede mne in the late 1960s, and President Carter used
the Antiquities Act to set aside the area in the late 1970s

This is a solution in search of a problem he naintained. A
witness from ADF&G indicated that the wolf population in the
park ebbs and flows with gane availability and gane availability
inpacts the wolf population greater than anything else, he
recall ed. Al aska has enough park and reserve |ands, he opined

and work should be done on how to better utilize the |ands that
are available to the state rather than setting aside properties.
He offered his belief that all or part of this proposal is in
the Denali Borough and suggested looking to the borough for
| eadership regardi ng the trappi ng aspect.

2:18: 01 PM

HOUSE RES COW TTEE -4- March 20, 2017



REPRESENTATI VE TALERI CO apol ogized for arriving late to the
meeting and inquired whether the vote is for the commttee
substitute (CS) or adoption of the bill.

CO- CHAIR JOSEPHSON replied that he wll treat Representative
Birch’s statenent as an objection, and said the vote is for the
guestion of whether the bill should nove fromcommttee.

CO CHAIR TARR added that the commttee adopted Version O as the
bill wunder consideration, but that no notion has been nmade to
move bill

COCHAIR JOSEPHSON reiterated his earlier explanation that
Version O creates a closure and no ot her designation

2:18: 58 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TALERI CO said he is intimately famliar with this
area and will not be supporting the bill. Drawi ng attention to
the map of the proposed area, he said that the east side of the
Nenana River where the boundary goes is “absolutely crawing
with wolves.” Wlves follow their food source and a portion of
the packs that were in the Stanpede area have probably drifted
over due to the high nobose population on that side of the river.
It is the largest pack he has ever seen, he added, and he
believes this pack will split soon. He related a conversation
he had with a Denali Park bus driver in which the driver said
the wol ves were seen during one period of tinme because they had
chosen to den near the road, but once the den |ocation changed
the wolves were only seen one at a tine every once in a while.
Representative Talerico reported that this issue cane up before
the Denali Borough while he was mayor of the borough, but a
draft ordi nance before the borough died.

2:21:45 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON said it makes sense to listen to the
| ocal people’s coments. One mpjor wolf was killed, she
recall ed, but one cannot go back in time and fix it. She
mai ntained that the bill is trying to address a specific wolf

pack that was being researched and was near and dear to people’s
hearts, rather than the general wolf packs around the park. One
wolf is just as valuable being seen in the park as any other
she continued, not just those being researched, and therefore
she will vote no.
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2:23:22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAUSCHER referred to an article he read and said
that the science needs to be considered. Plenty of wolves are
there, he mintained, and without a food source a wolf pack
cannot be kept there, so trapping may not be the problem It is

difficult to wite a law so that maybe a wolf wll be viewed
since what is trying to be done is to have wolf view ng by not
t rappi ng. He questioned whether there is science behind the
bill and reiterated that there my be nore involved than

trapping as the reason for why the wol ves noved on.
2:26: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE PARI SH noted he has a degree in biology and is
heartened to hear science being referenced. Because he cones
from a tourist town, he noticed that the North Star Borough's
resolution states that when the area was closed to trapping 49
percent of visitors saw wolves, while over the last three years
that nunber was only 4 percent, an all-tinme |ow Since the
wol f popul ation was decreased by about one-third of what it was
during that tinme, he said he cannot help but think that for the
residents of that area and for whoever would nmake a trip to
Denali Park, it could be a major economc factor going forward.
For exanple, he continued, the value of an individual hunpback
whal e has been assessed in terns of generating additional
tourist revenues and it is not cheap, so he would bet that the
value to the state overall of a single wolf in that area is very

consi der abl e. It is economically wise to set aside a certain
area, he stated. Al nature asks for is a space to exist and it
provides such incredible dividends - a pure stream of water

provi des salnon, an area of wlderness provides all sorts of
econom ¢ drivers such as food for subsistence and other sorts of
harvest, as well as non-consunptive uses like from a tourist
dol | ar. Additionally, he continued, there is the loss of a
decades-1ong [research] data set, a rare and precious thing.

2:28:23 PM

COCHAIR TARR offered her appreciation of Representati ve
Parish’s comments because in large part that is what is draw ng
her to support the 1legislation. Denali Park has nore than
500,000 visitors a year, she continued, and right now with the
state’s fiscal situation the state is Jlooking towards the
industries that are known to be sustainable and have growh
potential, and the state’s tourism industry is certainly one of
t hose. Her hope is that people comng to Denali Park for that
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experience will "stick around and spend a |ot nore noney while
they're here.” Tourismis inportant given that it is currently
the state’'s nunber three industry. Ref erencing a National
CGeographic story and an article in the Los Angeles Tines, she
reported that in 1999 a collared alpha fenmale was shot and in
2012 a trapper dragged a horse carcass to an active wolf site
and set traps that caught a pregnant female belonging to the
East Fork Pack. 1In 2012 this sane trapper caught the only

remai ni ng breeding fenmale in the Ganite Cr eek Pack;
consequently, that pack produced no pups and was reduced from 15
wol ves to 3. The trapper’s coment, seemingly spoken wth
pride, was that that was the third tine he ruined mllions of
people’s Denali Park viewi ng experience. These types of
articles are not a good image for Alaska and give the state a
"bl ack eye," she opined. Ofering her support for the bill, she
said it is the right nove for now and can be revisited in the
future and sonething else tried if the bill does not work.
2:31:19 PM

REPRESENTATI VE VESTLAKE stated he has always viewed wolves as a
bi ol ogi cal resource, whether it is to put nmoney in his wallet
when he personally handles it or to put noney into the state
from people comng into Denali Park. If he sees nore than two
wol ves when out canping, he continued, then he has seen too
many. He said he is conflicted in that only half the battle is
won if it is done on the visitors’ side; having the noney cone
in nmakes sense but it is a tough decision. Al aska shoul d be
exciting for everyone, he opined, and whether it is npose or
wolves it translates into dollars for the econony or provides a
great story to tell the kids.

2:32: 51 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND offered her appreciation for Co-Chair
Tarr’s reference to the Los Angeles Tinmes article because that
is where many of Alaska's tourists originate. She would nuch
prefer for it to be in the Los Angeles Tines that Alaska is
working to protect these wolves and increase their nunbers, she
continued, rather than aerial spotting of wolves by ADF&G and
the gassing of [pups] in their dens. O fering her support for

the bill, she noted that while wolves do not have regard for
boundari es, people do, and if this isn't done it will never be
known if it works. If this doesn’t work it can be revisited in

the future, but at this point in tinme it wuld be wise to
respect the signs and help the wol ves rebound.
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2:34: 00 PM

CO CHAIR TARR noved to report CSHB 105, Version 30-LS0408\0Q,
Bul | ard, 3/ 16/ 17, out of comittee Wi th i ndi vi dual
recommendati ons and t he acconpanyi ng fiscal notes.

REPRESENTATI VE TALERI CO obj ect ed.
2:35: 06 PM

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives Wstl ake, Drunmond,
Parish, Tarr, and Josephson voted in favor of the notion to
report CSHB 105, Version 30-LS0408\O Bullard, 3/16/17, out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
fiscal notes. Representati ves Rauscher, Talerico, Birch, and
Johnson voted against it. Therefore, CSHB 105(RES) was reported
out of the House Resources Standing Conmttee by a vote of 5-4.

2:35:15 PM
The commttee took an at-ease from2:35 p.m to 2:39 p.m
[ Co- Chair Josephson passed the gavel to Vice Chair Westl ake. ]

HB 134- BOARD OF GAME MEMBERSH P

2:39: 09 PM

VI CE CHAI R WESTLAKE announced that the final order of business
woul d be HOUSE BILL NO 134, "An Act relating to the conposition
of the Board of Gane."

2:39: 28 PM

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSQN, sponsor, introduced HB 134. He noted that
he has some concerns with the way the Board of Gane (BOG
operates and explained that the bill provides for a tourism seat
and a non-consunptive seat on the seven-nenber board. There
woul d be no inpact on board nenbers who are currently appointed
and unconfirmed, or appointed and confirmed, he continued. The
bill clearly states that these seats would be filled in the
future. The bill is very inportant, he said, because about 85
percent of Al askans do not hunt or trap. However, he added, he
woul d be surprised if that nunber also applied to the fishing
predi |l ecti ons because he assunes that nost people fish. He said
he has received 20 or 30 e-mails from the public expressing
concern with the board not hearing from non-consunptive users
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In the 1990s, he recalled, the Board of Game had nenbers |ike
Joel Bennett, Victor VanBell enberghe, and Thomas Meacham who
were wlling to hear, entertain, and take seriously the
interests of non-consunptive users. Forner Senator Johnny Ellis
filed, or considered filing, a bill that created a Board of
Wldlife. As to the question raised in HB 105 on whet her Denal
Park’s wolves need further protection, Co-Chair Josephson said,
"You see a Board of Gane that has becone so politicized that if
a person where, ... for exanple..."

2:42: 38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON interjected that since no nmenbers of the
Board of Gane are present, care should be taken when talking
about the board s nakeup.

CO CHAIR JOSEPHSON allowed that that is a fair statenent. He
shared his experience that if during an appointee’s confirmtion
hearing the appointee indicated in the slightest way that he/she
cared about the wildlife watcher, that appointee’ s confirmation

woul d nost |ikely be sunk. It didn't used to be this way, he
cont i nued. In the 1990s there was a culture on the Board of
Ganme that was nore accepting of wldlife view ng. He posited

that there would be nore dialog and diversity before the board
if HB 134 was passed, and there would be an avenue for people

who share different values to be heard. He pointed out that
CSHB 105(RES), the bill the commttee noved out earlier today,
will help protect Denali wolves. However, he related, |ast

nmonth the Board of Gane defeated a conparabl e proposal by seven
votes to zero, while CSHB 105(RES) passed by five votes to four.
He read from the current statute, AS 16.05.221(b), which
identifies who may serve on the Board of Gane and st ates:

For purposes of the conservation and devel opnent of
the ganme resources of the state, there is created a
Board of Gane conposed of seven nenbers appointed by
t he governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of
the menbers of the legislature in joint session. The
governor shall appoint each nenber on the basis of
interest in public affairs, good judgment, know edge

and ability in the field of action of the board, and
wth a view to providing diversity of interest and
poi nts of view in the nmenbership.

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSON said he is not suggesting that there is not a

diversity of views on the board. For exanple, there is a
difference of opinion between “residential hunters” and those
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supporting interests that nmay cone from out of state. So, it is
not like the hunting or trapping communities are nonolithic.
However, he continued, there is a huge swath of Al aska
residents, 85 percent, who have essentially no voice on the
Board of Gane. Therefore, HB 134 says, “Wat would be wong
with those who are concerned with watchable wildlife, frankly in
the end | osing nost proposals 5-2?” For the non-consunptive or
tourism seat it could be a difficult experience, he said,
because they are often going to have a hard tine convincing the
other five of sonething, such as that predator control is not
needed in a certain unit because there is sone inportant bear

viewing going on there. So, while they wll generally |ose
those struggles by five votes to two, at least they will have a
voice, and that is very inportant to the people of Al aska. Co-
Chair Josephson pointed out that nmany tines people wll not
attend the Board of Ganme neetings because they view it as an
exercise that is, from their vantage point, hopeless. He

therefore urged that Title 16 as witten be infused with nore
delineation and nore description so there can be real diversity.

2:47:22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAUSCHER offered his understanding that under HB
134, these two seats would be the only defined seats on the
boar d.

CO- CHAIR JOSEPHSON replied that is correct. He posited, "That's

what this has cone to; the ... other five will surely represent
t he consunptive users.” He said he does not have a particul ar
problem w th that, but that one could argue that there should be
a little nore parity, a “four to three kind of thing.” He

agreed there should be a strong voice for consunptive users
because they know a |ot about allocation and many know a | ot
about biology and what it takes to harvest wldlife. They
reflect Alaska in all its abundance, but this other cohort is
absol utely cut out of the process.

REPRESENTATI VE RAUSCHER sai d he understands and agrees, but that
it seens like it would be creating two seats of equal value as
opposed to the others.

2:50: 12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON argued that this is inserting governmnent
to determne what decisions the board should nake and the
out cones of the votes. The governor gets to appoint and the
| egislature gets to confirm she said, and every time that the
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| egi sl ature does not like the makeup of the board it has the
option of voting that down and having the governor appoint
soneone else. The legislature already has the option of saying
it wants a certain makeup on the board. It is not set in
statute that there will be this one and that one, she added. It
allows for everyone being represented when everyone in the state
gets to have a voice through the representatives when they vote
on the makeup of the board. As the makeup of Al aska changes,
she posited, there may be changes on the way the Board of Gane’s
seats are being applied. As far as needing to define seat-by-
seat, the bill would bind the hands of the governor as well as
those of legislators to really represent their constituents.

CO CHAIR JOSEPHSON responded that he is saying it is a policy
call and is in the interest of the |egislature and the people of
Al aska to be bound by this. There is nothing atypical about

saying there will be X nunber of pedicurists and Y nunber of
hai rdressers on a board, it is typical. This would give an
audi ence to sone ideas that nine tines out of ten will fail, but
menbers of the public will say, “lI had a voice and | couldn’t
attend that nmeet i ng, but soneone who sees the world
approximately the way | do did [attend] and they tried . . . and

they raised some sensitivities and concerns that never would
have been rai sed otherw se.”

2:52:57 PM

REPRESENTATI VE RAUSCHER related that as a photographer and
wildlife viewer, he appreciates wldlife and being able to
phot ograph and al so appreciates the sponsor’s interest in being
able to view and take photos. There should be a voice out there
of some sort, he said, and he commends the sponsor’s idea
somewhat. He inquired as to how HB 134 and the provision in the
constitution that wildlife be managed for maxi mum benefit of the
state’s people on the sustained yield principle would work
t oget her.

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSON answered that the commttee’s vote today on
[HB 105] said there is an economc interest in living animals
and that reflected the maxi mum benefit. Requiring a tourism
seat and a non-consunptive seat does not, in his view, run
counter to that constitutional mandate.

2:55: 02 PM

REPRESENTATIVE BIRCH stated that fish and game are renewable
resources that have been managed effectively one way or another
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si nce st at ehood. He said he is concerned about having fol ks on
the Board of Game who do not have sone interest in the
sust ai nabl e use and consunption of that resource. He inquired
whet her there would be an anal ogous situation with the Board of
Fi sheries (BOF) if someone who objects to fishing were to be on
t hat board. For exanple, he continued, it would be |ike the
board of regents for a university having sonebody that doesn’'t
think kids should go to a university.

CO CHAIR JOSEPHSON replied no, people do not see fish the way
they do wildlife and that is the main difference. It is an
interesting question, he allowed. For exanple, the new director
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) isn’'t as concerned
with environnmental protection and so why is he working for that
department. The idea that Board of Game nmenbers shoul d be about
consunptive use only, and so why would it be appropriate to have
sonmeone who is non-consunptive, is sonething he thinks about
He said his concern and experience from the Board of Gane
nmeetings that he has attended is that any proposal to conserve
rather than take is generally defeated. Wile the Board of Gane
does have concerns about sustainability generally, it is his
opi nion that board nenbers react viscerally when sonebody has a
proposal that board nenbers red flag and identify as being just
in the interest of wldlife watching. But, he maintained, it
should receive a voice and another reason is the economc
interest in tourism

2:58: 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BI RCH drew anal ogy with proponents of alternative
energy not being a good fit to serve on the Alaska G| and Gas

Conservation Conm ssion (AOGCC). Wiile alternative energy
proponents are well intentioned, he continued, the AOGCC is
trying to reasonably manage and produce Alaska's oil and gas
resour ces. He said he does not see how soneone opposed to

hunting or trapping would be a good fit on a board that is
primarily constructed to efficiently nanage and nmintain a gane
resource that is collectively owned.

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSON responded that if HB 134 were to becone |aw,
it would likely be found that the non-consunptive seat hol der,
and surely the tourism seat holder, is not bound to |ooking at
an issue from one perspective. For exanple, he said, the Yukon-
Charley National WId and Scenic River Area probably does not
have scads of tourist, so the person in the dedicated tourism
seat mght say that there is not nuch interest in the tourism
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industry there and would cast a vote for a proposal to take X
nunber nore wol verines in a sustainable way in that area.

3: 00: 55 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TALERI CO asked whether the assunption is that the
85 percent of the state’s population who don't hunt are anti-
hunti ng.

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSON answered no and said the cohort he is talking
about may view sone of the practices that are allowed in state
| aw as abhorrent, not part of the North Anmerican nodel, not fair
chase, and not sporting. They want sone concern for intact
ecosystens, he continued, and they want an Al aska that remains
wild rather than a place that is all about abundance and not hi ng
el se. There is nothing in the aforenentioned that would
precl ude sonme responsi bl e and sust ai nabl e hunti ng.

3:02:42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TALERI CO posited that he and the sponsor probably
have different understandings of the Board of Gane. He rel ated
that he has been involved in a board neeting that had 213
proposal s. He has seen the board take data and allocation
considerations from ADF&G and structure seasons, closures, or
openi ngs [accordingly]. For exanple, a big thing for his area
was when the board took nunbers and allocations and set antler
restrictions so that there would be a maxinmum yield of that
particular resource to continue. Because he is a reasonably
aggressive consunptive user of that resource, those restrictions
meant a lot to him he said. The governor can choose people of
any background and diversity. The Board of Gane has, in his
opi ni on, made deci sions based on the allocation and data that is
presented to it and has acted to nmanage the resource correctly
for the advantage of Al aska’ s people.

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSON agreed the board has done the aforenentioned
and allowed his coments to have been unfair to the Board of
Ganmre in that respect. The board has followed the
recommendations of the departnment and its biologists and has
made sone good decisions about nethods and neans, he said.
However, 95 percent of the tinme the board is truly dismssive
about any non-consunptive view of the world. CGenerally, those
di sm ssal s have not been for areas way off the beaten path, but
in places where the other interests of Al askans should be
consi der ed.
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3:05:41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON remarked that she is having a hard tine
wrapping her mnd around this because growing up she did her

fair share of consum ng. It was up to the ganme managers to
ensure that the gane was not over or under hunted and renmained a
useabl e resource for food. Now it is being said that it could

be a useable resource for wildlife viewing. But, she continued,
wildlife viewng does not reduce the nunber of animals, so why
would the Board of Gane have to worry about how many pictures
were taken of sonmething? Viewi ng, not hunting, is why nationa
parks were set aside. This does not nmake sense, she said,
because wildlife viewing is a whole other way of approaching
gane policy.

CO CHAI R JOSEPHSON responded by citing HB 105 and noting that 5
percent of the people are seeing wolves now. In his opinion, he
continued, this is because the state is conplicit in the dem se
of wolves that |eave Denali National Park and Preserve (“Denal

Park”); it is part of a policy. Now, under the new [federal]
adm nistration, there is going to be |less federal control and
oversight in the preserves and refuges and that is going to be
put back on the State of Al aska at sone cost to the state. For
exanple, on the Kenai Peninsula top federal biologists have said

that no nore browm bears can be taken because it is
unsust ai nabl e; however, the state’'s position is that things are
fine. Hi s observation, he said, is that the state generally

sides with “the take” and rarely “the non-take.”

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON commented, “You can disagree with the
policy of how the allocations are made ... and you can di sagree
with game policy, but that’'s not the same as establishing a seat
on the board.” Anybody who doesn’t get a npbose might think that
the ganme in his/her managenent area could be managed better.
Di sagreeing with the board’ s policy is not the same as saying
sonmeone needs to be put on the board that is not into gane
managenment for a sustai nabl e use, she said.

[ HB 134 was held over.]
3:09: 54 PM
ADJ OURNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Resources Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 3:10 p. m
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