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POSI TION STATEMENT: During the hearing of HB 104, offered
support for the |egislation.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
3:18: 26 PM

CHAI R MATT CLAMAN cal led the House Judiciary Standing Conmittee
neeting to order at 3:18 p.m Representatives Fansler, LeDoux,
Eastman, and Cl aman were present at the call to order.
Representatives Kreiss-Tonkins and Kopp arrived as the neeting
was in progress.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI N& S) :
Al aska Attorney Ceneral

3:19: 03 PM

CHAI R CLAMAN announced that the first order of business would be
the confirmation hearing regarding the governor's appointee,
Jahna Lindemuth, to the position of Attorney GCeneral, Al aska
Departnment of Law. He advised that nenbers have received the
appoi ntee's application and resunme, and the appointee is present
and will testify.

CHAI R CLAVAN opened public testinony.
3:19:23 PM

JAHNA LI NDEMJTH, Appointee, Alaska Attorney GCeneral, Al aska
Department of Law, advised that she was born on Elnendorf Air
Force Base [currently Joint Base El nmendorf-Ri chardson (JBER)]
and raised in Anchorage, Al aska. She offered that she attended
West High School, and Drew University in New Jersey, and
returned to Alaska working in the field of social services for a
few years before deciding to go to |aw school. She then
attended the University of California, Berkeley, and graduated
in 1997, Order of Coif, the top 10 percent of that |aw school.
Upon her return to Alaska, she clerked for Justice Robert
Eastaugh on the Al aska Supreme Court, and then joined the |aw
firm of Bogle & Gates which becane Dorsey & Witney where she
has spent her entire career. Attorney General Lindemuth
expl ained she started as an associate and worked her way to
managi ng partner of 8 to 18 attorneys in the firmls Anchorage
office, and explained that the law firmis international having
nore than 500 attorneys.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMJUTH advi sed that in 2015 she was invol ved
wi th the Fairbanks Four pro bono case and spent nore than 1,000
hours on pro bono work that year when the public service bug hit
her. In Cctober 2015, Al aska Suprene Court Justice Dana Fabe
announced her retirement and Attorney General Li nderut h
submtted her application. She explained that going through the
Al aska Judicial Council process is fairly conplicated and
i ntense, taking approximtely six nonths. The Al aska Judi ci al
Council submtted her nane on the short |ist of applicants, and
subsequent her interview with Governor Bill Walker, Justice
Susan M Carney was appointed to the Alaska Suprene Court. I n
June 2016, she received word from the governor's office to neet
with him he asked her to be the attorney general, and she
decided it would be an honor and a privilege to accept this
position. She related that she has had no regrets and enjoys
all of the people at the Departnent of Law working on all of the
i nportant issues for the state.

3:24: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD expressed appreciation to Attorney
CGeneral Lindenuth for the entire day she spent in Eagle River
listening to Representative Reinbold s heart-felt concerns, and
her advocacy toward abused wonen and children in particular.
She stressed that the position of attorney general is one of the
nost inportant jobs in the state and this is the comrmttee's
opportunity to give the people of Alaska a light into Attorney
CGeneral Lindemuth and what she believes is the role of attorney
general. She turned to the fiscal crisis noting that Departnment
of Law (DOL) has grown 40 percent in the |ast seven to eight
years, and asked what Attorney General Lindemuth is doing to
hel p the |l egislature close the fiscal gap.

3:25:50 PM

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJTH agreed the state is in a fiscal
crisis and that she fully supports the legislature's efforts in
trying to solve the budget concerns. She related, the big
picture is that the departnent, over the last four years, has
taken significant cuts "23 percent since 2014, and 28 percent
since FY2012," and it also lost many positions. She rel ated
that she joined the departnment with fresh eyes and with her
managenent experience nmet with all of the sections to really
understand what the department is doing, what services it 1is
provi ding, and whether it is providing the best services to the
st ate. In | ooking at the budget, she stated, the departnent's
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budget has been cut too far and it has cut into the bone,
t hereby, inpacting core services such as, crimnal prosecutions,
child protection, pursuing state rights in fighting state
sovereignty issues with the federal governnment, and collecting
taxes and other types of revenues for the state. The
departnent's general fund dollars are focused on those nmin
issues, and as part of the governor's budget this year the
departnment reconmmended a fairly flat budget to the governor and
to this |legislature. Recogni zing that tines are tough, she
commented, the departnent's goal is to stay even and not suffer
further cuts noving forward as its part for the fiscal certainty

and budget. In the event this |egislature does achieve fiscal
certainty and the pieces of the pie are put together in how the
state will nove forward into the future fiscally, she said she

would like to revisit the Departnent's budget to consider what
is best for the state regarding cost benefit analysis on public
safety issues and cost benefit analysis on pursuing other types
of state resources.

3:28:42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD said the bottom line with regard to
agency operations, including unrestricted general fund (UG-
desi gnated general fund (DGF), other, and federal funds, Al aska
is spending 7.5 billion. The Kaiser Fam |y Foundation estimates

that amount is approximately three tines the national average,
if the permanent fund is backed out, and according to the
Departnent of Law s (DOL) figures, since 2008 the departnent has
gone up 40 percent, and in the last ten years the state has gone
down from roughly $10 billion to $1 billion with regard to
revenues. She then acknow edged she was generali zing. She
advi sed that she needs Attorney Ceneral Lindenuth to help the
| egi sl ature reduce the budget. She paraphrased Senator Lisa
Mur kowski as follows: "Not only are we in a recession, but we're
the nunber one, | believe she said, for unenploynent."” The
decisions of Attorney General Lindenuth inpacts the private
sector and whether Alaska is a friendly place to do business.
She asked Attorney General Lindenmuth to consider the inpacts on
the private sector and econony with the departnent's deci sions.

3:30: 00 PM
ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMJUTH responded that she views her role as
the attorney for all Alaskans and that she seriously considers

what is best for Alaskans and the state as a whole. She
stressed that the departnment wll continue nmaking |ega
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decisions with that in mnd and not focus solely on the private
sector or the public sector.

3:30: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD asked who she represents, what she sees
as her role as attorney general, and the nost inportant thing
she does.

3:30: 39 PM

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJUTH referred to her role as attorney
general and advised it falls into three buckets. She expl ai ned
that, currently, the departnent has 455 filled positions and she
is managing the largest law firm in Alaska with alnmost 300
attorneys, and paralegals and staff to support the attorneys.
The second bucket is that being the top lawer for the state,
she is involved in the major legal decisions of the state.
There is no doubt, she related that she has great attorneys
hel ping her with expertise in various issues, and expl ained that
a few of the issues rising up to her level are whether to take a
course of action, initiate litigation, or settle a big case.
Her staff briefs her and they usually collectively cone to a
deci si on. Al t hough, when it cones down to it, "the buck stops
here" and she is the one responsible for those |egal decisions.
She explained that with the third bucket, it is inmportant to
have a | awyer on the cabinet to offer advice on |legal issues the
state faces at that high policy cabinet |evel. She stressed
that all of her roles are inportant and she certainly realizes
the seriousness and inport of the attorney general's role in
t hose issues for all Al askans.

3:32:42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD asked what Attorney General Lindenmuth
t hi nks about right-to-life, gay marriage, and "what will you do
if, you know, an opinion cones out from the courts versus when
you swear to uphold and ... not only uphold but defend the
Constitution of the State of Alaska for right-to-life issues,
for a marriage between one man and one woman. | know sone
| awyer, you know, federal, you know, basically decided to
overrule us and our constitution, but | swear to uphold our
constitution."” She asked when push comes to shove, where she

woul d | ean and whether Attorney Ceneral Lindenuth would lean to
defend and uphold Alaska's constitution or yield to the opinion
of a | awer.
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3:33:42 PM

ATTORNEY CGENERAL LINDEMJTH answered that the role of the top
lawer in the state is to focus on the rule of law on any
particul ar issue. The Constitution of the State of Al aska and
the Constitution of the United States are the nobst inportant
guiding principles, and then there are the statutes this
| egi sl ature passes. On any particular issue, the nost inportant
thing is to follow the law and uphold that rule of law and
noted that her opinion on any particular issue really doesn't
matter because at the end of the day she follows the | aw

3:34:26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD followed up that as the constitution
clearly states, it is the suprene |law of the land, and that she
swears to wuphold and defend the Constitution of the United
States and the Constitution of the State of Alaska, and asked
whet her that will be her tallest order.

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJTH replied that that is the oath she
t ook and she takes it seriously.

3:34:49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN surm sed that Attorney General Lindemuth
represents the executive branch, but she does not solely serve
the executive branch, and that to a certain extent she is part
of the interplay between all three branches of governnent. He
offered a scenario of the judiciary branch overstepping its
bounds and usurping the legislature's authority by legislating
from the bench, and asked what her role would be as attorney
general in that situation

3:35: 59 PM

ATTORNEY CGENERAL LINDEMJUTH explained that the attorney genera
needs to step in where the constitution is being violated, or on
any particular issue. Again, she said, she represents the
entire state and often that is the executive branch, and there
are times the Departnent of Law (DOL) can be involved in
defending and representing the court system The Al aska Court
System has its own attorneys advising on particular issues, and
Legi sl ative Legal and Research  Services represents the
| egi sl ative branch. Al though, there may be tines where the
attorney general's office beconmes involved in representation of
a particular matter, she said.
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ATTORNEY CGENERAL LINDEMJTH, in response to Representative
Eastman's scenario, advised that the issue would be first dealt
with within the court systemin the event a superior court judge
made a decision that did not follow the rule of law, but rather
was inplenenting policies, such as a "judicial activist type
j udge. " Wi ch, she continued, is why appellate courts are in
place, to help review the issue and address those concern and
the Alaska Suprenme Court is there to help interpret the |aw,
including the constitution and its principles. In the event the
| egislative branch believes the interpretation doesn't reflect
the law it enacted or what the constitution reflects, the
| egislature has the ability to enact policy, |aws, and statutes
addressing its policy concerns in a particul ar case.

3:37:59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN offered a scenario where a judge
overstepped its bounds, and "as an attorney one mght expect
Attorney Ceneral Lindemuth to give a certain anount of deference
to the Alaska Suprene Court on any nunber of issues.” As an
attorney general, he asked whether there are things she would do
if she believes an Alaska Suprene Court decision was decided

i mproperly.

ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMUTH answered that obviously the attorney
general's office participates in many court cases heard in the

state's court system Whet her a party or not, if there are
constitutional issues raised in a court case, the departnment is
notified and has the ability to weigh in on the
constitutionality of any particular statute. In the event the

Al aska Suprenme Court decided a case the departnent disagrees
with and there are issues of federal constitutional law, it can
deci de whether to appeal to United States Suprene Court. Again,
she reiterated, the Alaska Supreme Court is the constitutional
interpreter of Alaska law as the final arbiter, and the
department has to defer to it. The issue can then go back to
the legislature and if it disagrees with the policy issues
addressed in any particular case the legislature can change the
policy, she pointed out.

3:40: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN surm sed that once the Alaska Suprene
Court makes a decision, she wll defer to that judgnent.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJUTH reiterated, in the event it is an

Al aska constitutional issue or an Alaskan law, the Al aska
Suprenme Court is the final arbiter of interpreting that law. In
the event it is a federal <constitutional issue, the United

States Suprene Court could be the final arbiter, she said.
3:40: 36 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP comented that Attorney GCeneral Lindenuth
certainly has the denmeanor "we're looking for," and pointed out
that the |legislature has struggled over the years deciding
whether to pass legislation to separate out the attorney
general's office from the executive branch. He said his
observation has been that the l|egislature gets frustrated when
it passes legislation that possibly the executive branch
"doesn't want to go to bat" to support the lawfully passed
| egi sl ati on. He related that, "W who support the whole
definition of marriage as between a nman and a wonan, the fact
that Attorney General Richards filed an amcus brief and

Governor Walker let himdo it, 'said, I'm stayin out of it, he
can file a brief supporting the state's position on this issue
which was in our constitution.'" Regardless of how it all plays

out, he said, it gives the people of Al aska confidence when they
see the attorney general |ooking at what the people want and the
| egi sl ature passed, that the attorney general would argue it and
go to bat for the people regardless of the attorney general's
per sonal opi ni on. He said he anticipates Attorney General
Li ndenuth will face situations where she is on the hot seat
deci di ng whether to advocate for what the |egislature passed, or
not . He warned that there can be political pressure by
particular groups, and asked how Attorney GCeneral Lindenuth
woul d approach those situations.

3:43: 16 PM

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJUTH related that having been in this
position for six nmonths it gives her sonme experience to speak
from that she may not have had if only a nonth into the job
She expressed that she appreciates the role the Departnent of

Law (DQL) plays in how Ilegislation noves through the
| egislature, and that it tries to weigh in early when concerns
are raised in a bill that may have constitutional 1issues. By
doing so, when the bill gets to the end of the process and the

| egislation is passed, the departnent nust wite a letter to the
governor as to whether the governor should sign it into |aw, and
at t hat poi nt the departnent can advise that it is
constitutional and that the departnment has no concerns. She
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explained that the process is in place for the legislature to
pass constitutional |laws which works and is a functional system
In the event a |aw passes, the departnent reviewed it, and the
governor signed off, yet there is a lawsuit down the road, the
departnment certainly should be defending the constitutionality
of any validly passed legislation reflecting a policy decision
by the |egislature. Even if it is something she personally has
issues with or would have decided differently, her role as
attorney general is to defend the constitutionality of any
validly passed | egislation, she stated.

3:44: 54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP noted that recently the Al aska Suprene Court
struck down the parental notification initiative, with a vote of
4 to 1, and he strongly agrees with Chief Justice Craig Stowers

di ssent. He then paraphrased Chief Justice Stowers as foll ows:
"we've told the people of Alaska that there is no way they can
pass any prolife legislation protecting the wunborn.” He
acknowl edged that he is picking extrenely enotionally charged
subjects or politically charged because he would like to know
whet her she is confortable supporting a law and arguing for its
nmerits in court.

ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMJUTH said, "Absolutely, that's what we're

here for." She continued that part of Representative Kopp's
prem se was that even though it mght be difficult with this
court, if there is a constitutional defense, the role of the
attorney general is to defend the constitutionality of that
stat ute.

3:47:11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked whether the role of the attorney
general is to represent the governor or the people, and noted
that she supports the idea of an elected attorney general
because it makes clear that the attorney general's client is the
el ectorat e. She added that she always thought the governor
called the shots as to what positions the attorney general
t akes, al though Attorney General Craig Richards thought
differently during his confirmation hearings. She asked
Attorney Ceneral Lindemuth's philosophy as to how she woul d deal
wi th sonmet hi ng she thought was a w nnable case for the people of
Al aska and the governor thought differently - to whom is her
obl i gati on.

3:48:33 PM
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ATTORNEY CENERAL LINDEMJTH said she does not tie those two
things together in her mnd. The attorney general in Al aska is
appointed by the governor and serves at the pleasure of the
governor, and she continued that she does not think of the
governor as her client because her client is the people of
Al aska. She said she wears different hats and represents
different clients representing the people, such as all of the
different departnents of the state, the different boards, and
the Board of Game, for exanple, is a client of the Departnent of
Law (DQL). Otentinmes, there could be conflicts between
clients, such that the Departnent of Natural Resources (DNR) and
Department of Transportation (TRA) my |look at sonething
differently whether there is an easenent through a property, for
exanple, and different attorneys are appointed. The governor is
just one of those clients, although the governor is the top
elected official and as such wth the vote of Al askans he does
make the final policy call when policy calls are to be made. As
far as making the call on the law and what the law is, that is
the role of the attorney general. Again, she said she
approaches this job in a traditional framewrk after twenty
years in private practice advising clients and explaining the
| egal framework of a particular issue. Since she is not elected
and there are people who are elected, the policy with any

particular issue should be nmade by elected officials. Agai n
she said, there are instances where there are no policy calls to
be made and the attorney general is actually a nore direct
representative of the people. For instance, in the regulatory

affairs world with the Regul atory Comm ssion of Al aska (RCA), by
statute and definition the departnent represents the people in
t hose proceedi ngs. Wthin any particular issue she has to | ook
at who the client is and who is the final decision nmaker.
Constitutional issues are the purview of the attorney general's
office and validly passed legislation needs to be pursued in
defense of that statute even if it is sonething the governor's
of fice may not want to pursue.

ATTORNEY CGENERAL LINDEMJUTH related that it is a conplicated
i ssue and her role and experience in private practice led her to
understand those issues. She noted that wthin her sub-
specialties, she has been involved in fiduciary duty cases,
di fferent corporate governnent-type cases where a board has been
chal I enged, an executive officer has been challenged, there have
been fraud cases, and issues of self-dealing of any particular
person or board who have been deened to represent their people,
shar ehol ders, or governnent and the |awer needs to advise they
acted outside of their fiduciary duties, and such. The attorney
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general does need to keep those things in mnd and nake certain
the different representatives of the state are obeying their
fiduciary duties as the attorney general advises the state and
its different representatives, she expl ai ned.

3:52:23 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTVMAN referred to the topic of immgration and
sanctuary, and asked whether, as attorney general, she can
decline to enforce | aws she disagrees with w thout violating her
oat h.

3:52:52 PM

ATTORNEY CGENERAL LINDEMJUTH pointed out that that 1is a
conplicated question and she would need nore context to answer.
She opined that Representative Eastman was referring to Senator
Lisa Mirkowski's comments to the legislature this norning and
guestions asked about the Admi nistrative Order received fromthe
current adm nistration yesterday. She advised that when she
heard Senator Murkowski's coments, she immediately asked her
folks to look at the order, evaluate whether there is sonething
there the state needs to evaluate, whether it conports with the
law, what the state will be asked to do, and whether it is
| egal . At this point she does not yet know the answer. She
pointed out that Alaska needs to pay close attention when
| ooking at directives from the federal governnment and determ ne
whether it falls within the purview of the federal and state
constitutions and the franmeworks given. In that regard, the
state can decide whether it objects to that prerogative or not,
but she does not know what the final answer will be.

3:54: 06 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN offered the scenario of a law requiring
the governor to present a balance budget to the legislature and
t he governor declines to do so. He asked, as attorney general
how she woul d approach the tension between her understandi ng of
the law and her observation that the governor was not in
conpl i ance.

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJTH stated that is one of the positives
of the attorney general being part of the governor's cabinet and
being part of the close advisory group of the governor. In that
regard, these concerns can be addressed early on and she can be
part of a privileged conversation with the governor and offer
advice on the issues he needs to address, and that her advice as
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the top lawer would be to X, Y, or Z, on whatever the issue
was. She described a good process is when that kind of top
|l egal advice is available for the admnistration while working
t hrough issues, thereby, having l|less problens going forward.
Attorney GCeneral Lindenuth commented that the flip side of that
is that she recently net sone elected attorneys general and one
fellow advised that within the two years of his tenure he had

al ready sued his governor four tines. She described, that is
not a functional system and, possibly, that's not the best way
to address concerns. She remarked that the soft advice behind

the scenes is the best way to keep the administration on task
and within the rule of |aw

3:56: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN reiterated his previous scenario wherein
the attorney general viewed a law to say a certain thing and her
advice the executive decided to not conform behavior to a
st at ut e. He asked whether she should wait for soneone else to
rai se that kind of issue.

ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMJUTH said it is hard to imagi ne where that
woul d come up or how that would present itself, and it would be
a difficult situation no matter what. The attorney general
woul d have to evaluate the options at the tine and how best to
address it. She pointed out that in the event she thought the
governor was going down a road she believed was contrary to | aw,
she woul d take that seriously.

3:56: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX turned to the idea of whether or not the
state has an obligation to enforce federal laws, and noted it
first came up in the marijuana |egislation. In the event
attorneys general have an obligation to support federal |[aws,
the laws ignored by attorneys general of probably nore than one-
half of the states would have to be chall enged. She opi ned
there was a line of federal |law stating that the federa
government could not obligate a state to enforce a federal |aw,
al though, possibly at the 1loss of federal dollars. She
described it as a separation of powers argunent in that it
wasn't unconstitutional to pass legislation in violation of
federal |aw because one sovereign <couldn't force another
sovereign to do somet hing. She asked whet her she was correct.

3:58: 38 PM
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ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJUTH opined that the principle may not
apply in every circunstance and it is necessary to eval uate any
particular i1issue and decide whether the federal law is the
controller and whether there is a way the state could be
mandated to do sonmething. She said it is a conplicated area of
| aw bei ng evaluated, and she does not have the final answer on
t hat .

3:59:13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP opined that the Al aska |egislature passed
possibly one or two laws directing the attorney general to not
enforce a federal law that would further restrict firearns
owner shi p.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX responded that she was unsure whether the
entire legislature passed it, but the House of Representatives
did pass it.

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP determned that it is not unheard of for
this body to be fairly prescriptive at tines, and it nay be
sonmet hing Attorney General Lindenuth could be faced wth.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX remarked that the |aw passed in the House
of Representatives obligated the state to arrest federal agents
if they did sonething in violation of Al aska's gun | aws.

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP commented that gun rights is a fairly non-
partisan issue in this state.

4:00: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD noted that Attorney Ceneral Lindenmuth is
on the Crimnal Justice Conm ssion and asked whether she sees
her role as shaping or enforcing policy. She said the
commi ssion gave specific recommendations of which she found
appalling with regard to public safety, and that public safety
is the legislature's nost inportant mnandate. She opi ned that
there is a severe separation of powers issue with judges and the
executive branch weighing in on law. The legislature "only gets
to do two things here, wite the |aw and budget," and she opined
it was conpletely invaded with judges and the executive branch
and there needs to be a "much bigger separation"” of this body
versus the executive branch versus the judicial branch.

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJUTH answered that said she sees her
primary role as enforcing the law as currently witten, and
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there would be a small policy role involved because she is a
conmmi ssioner on the Alaska Crimnal Justice Comm ssion. As a
conmi ssioner, that is a subset of the role of attorney general
as policy issues are addressed on the conm ssion. She continued
that when there are |legal issues or <changes to the |aw,
especially those that the departnent is recomendi ng, including
amendnents to Senate Bill 91, Crimnal Justice Reform that is
certainly a policy issue the departnent is advocating so there
is a small policy role there. She stressed that the primry
role of attorney general is enforce and to be certain the |aws
of the State of Al aska are conmpiled with and foll owed.

4:02:51 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD conmmented that sone people reviewed the
Crimnal Justice Comm ssion's reconmmendati ons as gospel, whereas
she | ooked at the recommendations as a horror book. She asked
whet her there is a separation of powers issue, and further asked
Attorney General Lindenmuth to ook at "the other side," and help
the legislature make this |law better by keeping victins in mnd,
and that, possible, the legislature went too far wth this
policy. She reiterated whether Attorney Ceneral Lindenuth sees
public safety as one of the nobst inportant nmandates in |aw as
her role.

4:03: 55 PM

ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMJUTH stressed that public safety is one of
the top priorities of the departnment and of Governor Walker's
adm ni strati on. She explained that the way |aws are prosecuted
wthin the State of Al aska, the departnent has primary
prosecutorial responsibility which is a huge conponent of
keepi ng the public safety.

V. LINEMJTH turned to Representative Reinbold' s origina
guestion and advised that the legislature has the sole power on
| egislation and that is not sonething that should be deferred to
ot her ar eas. The Cri m nal Justice Conmmi ssi on made
recommendations, and the legislature could then take those
recommendations and determne what is best for the state when

looking at the policy issues. She renmarked that the
comm ssion's recommendations are certainly helpful, and the
recent amendnment recommendations for Senate Bill 91 do not go
far enough in the departnent's viewpoint. She pointed out that
both the Departnent of Law and the Departnent of Public Safety,
with the support of Governor Walker, are advocating for
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additional <changes to the laws that go further than the
recommendat i ons of the comm ssion.

4:05:11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD queried whether she would support the
attorney general being elected by going through an intense
vetting process from the public and truly representing the
peopl e of Al aska

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJUTH related that in having |ooked at
this, understanding that nost other states have el ected attorney
general positions, she expressed that this state was blessed in
being one of the last states to join the wunion, wth a
constitutional convention wherein the delegates could evaluate

the results of the actions of every other state. Those
del egates took a long hard look at how to put this state
together, and the delegates taking politics out of the
departnment was actually a good thing. She explained that to

have an elected attorney general the state would have a fourth
branch of governnment in a sense, and then adding in noney and
politics to the attorney general position conplicates matters.
The question then becones, she pointed out, whether the
corporations contributing noney to the attorney general's
canpaign are being treated better in regulatory issues and
crimnal prosecution issues, and the |ike. She acknow edged
there are pluses and mnuses to both systenms, but her persona
opinion is that the delegates got it right and it is best the
attorney general position be appointed.

4:07: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD conmented that she does not necessarily
think its politics, it's the people vetting who they want in
that position, and it's a decent idea to |ook at. She stated
that conpanies don't vote - people vote, and the |egislature
could decide there would be no financial <contribution, or
whatever, or have tight restrictions such as those of the
| egi sl ature.

4:07:56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN said the attorney general is the chief
| aw enforcenent official for Al aska, and asked whether she wl|
permt |aw enforcenment to break the law in order to enforce it,
if not, what tools would she consider using to prevent that from
t aki ng pl ace.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMUTH expressed that she does not believe
| aw enforcenent can or does break the law in enforcing the | aws
and, that it is not an issue that needs addressing. She
commented, in the event there is any particular officer breaking
the law, it would be dealt with in the |legal processes in place.

4:09: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  KOPP related that resource and resource
protection is a big deal, and the Al aska Suprenme Court ruled
that a fishery cannot be managed from the ball ot box. He asked
whet her she is confortabl e defending that position.

ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMJTH stated that she is not famliar wth
the court case ...

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP explained that the state recently had a
ballot initiative precluding setnetting in Cook Inlet wherein
the group of fisherman who harvest fish in that manner woul d be
prohi bited, and the Al aska Suprene Court decided the fishery
woul d not be managed in that manner. He remarked there is a |ot
of politics in fish in Alaska, and asked whether she feels
strong enough to engage in the Al aska Suprene Court's deci sion.

4:10:12 PM

ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMJUTH commented that Representative Kopp is
returning to the thene previous heard. Again, if the Al aska
Suprenme Court has spoken on an issue of Alaska |aw, and whether
sone action can be taken by ballot initiative or whether a
statute needs to be passed by the legislature in order to
address sone particular policy issue, the Departnent of Law
(DOL) defers to the Alaska Suprene Court on that particular
i ssue. She said she fully agrees with the inportance of fish
and wildlife issues in Alaska and the many |egal issues involved
in that particular endeavor. She advised that the departnment
has at |east one person fully dedicated to representing the
Departnent of Fish & Gane (ADF&) and those i ssues. The
Constitution of the State of Al aska has a provision addressing
natural resources and fish and wldlife in Al aska and, she
pointed out, it is inportant to maintain and defend those
pri nci pl es. She remarked that this includes the filing of
l[itigation in early January against the federal governnent, both
to the National Park Service and the fish and wldlife
regul ations that inpacted the state's ability to nmnage its
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resources, those issue are in the forefront of the Departnent's
agenda.

CHAI R CLAMAN advi sed that each nenber can now ask one question
because the nenbers were asking the sane questions just a little
differently, and the answers were pretty nuch the sane.

4:12: 36 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN referred to Article [|IX, Section 13,
Constitution of the State of Al aska, which read as foll ows:

No noney shall be withdrawmm from the treasury except
in accordance wth appropriations nmade by law. No
obligation for the paynment of noney shall be incurred
except as aut hori zed by I aw. Unobl i gat ed
appropriations outstanding at the end of the period of
time specified by |law shall be void

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN commented that there have been occasions
in recent years where the Al aska Suprene Court has endeavored to
direct the legislature to fund prograns the |egislature chose
not to fund. Considering that the constitution gives the
authority to nake expenditures exclusively to the legislative
branch, he asked how the <courts can be corrected from
over st eppi ng and i npinging upon a responsibility solely given to
anot her body of governnent.

4:13: 26 PM

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJTH related that she is unfamliar wth
what particular court case Representative Eastman was referring,
but again, the constitutional principle that the |egislature has
t he power of appropriation is fundanental. That is an issue the
departnment keeps in mnd when briefing constitutional issues,
and it is aware of the constitutional provisions that govern

She explained that part of the process is nmaking sure the issues
are properly briefed to the courts to be certain Alaska has a
good strong constitutional analysis so the courts can neke the
correct final decision on those particular issues. She not ed,
this includes pointing out when there is an unfunded mandate on
any particular issue in the statutes, and then not appropriating
the noney to fund it.

4:14: 32 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS-TOWINS noted that Attorney Ceneral
Lindemuth is the chief attorney in Alaska's largest law firm
and wth particularly conplex pieces of legislation and
especially constitutionally conplex pieces of |legislation, the
expertise that resides in the departnent and Legislative Lega
and Research Services can't ably be found el sewhere. He asked
Attorney Ceneral Lindemuth to speak to her perspective on the
appropri ateness of the collaboration between the two branches in
advising or offering a perspective on crafting legislation and
working with the | egislative branch.

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJTH pointed out that the Departnent of
Law (DOL) does just that on a daily basis. The legislature's
counsel is Legislative Legal and Research Services, her
department assigns an attorney to each bill noving through the
House of Representatives and that attorney is available to offer
| egal analysis and coment while the bill noves through the
| egi sl ative process. The reason being, she explained, is that
the departnment does not want to get to the end of the process
wherein a bill 1is passed that the departnent decides is
unconstitutional, or that there's a problem The depart nent
prefers to raise those issues early on so the legislative
process works as efficiently and effectively as possible. I n
the event a legislator has questions on a piece of legislation
the departnent is certainly happy to be involved early on and
she noted that she put that offer of assistance out to
| egi sl ators at the beginning of this session.

4:17:08 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD asked whether she would be able to work
with the current national adm nistration.

4:17: 34 PM

ATTORNEY GENERAL LINDEMJUTH advised that working wth any
adm nistration, including the federal administration, is an
important part of being the attorney general. She predicted

there could be issues wherein the departnent disagrees or agrees
because there were issues it disagreed with during the past
adm nistration; therefore, an open dialogue is inportant. She
said her philosophy is that issues need to be addressed early on
with a fruitful di scussion when there is an issue of
di sagreenent so that litigation does not ensue. She is hopefu

the incomng admnistration will be nore favorable to Al aska on
natural resources and the type of issues the state has been in
l[itigation with over the recent years.
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4:18:34 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD encouraged Attorney General Lindemuth to
try to work with this admnistration, and she asked her to try
to purge political |eanings out of the Department of Law (DQL).
She noted that her constituents have "called ne pretty regularly
about concerns they have in your departnment, even a couple of

| awyers that are concerned, and staff.” She described "it is
kind of hostile for some conservatives in the Departnent of Law
(DAL)," and she asked her to try to make it a safe work

environnent for all political viewoints.
4:19: 31 PM

ATTORNEY GENERAL LI NDEMJUTH stressed that she was unaware of any
particular issues of folks not feeling safe at the departnent
and it would really concern her if that were true. She further
stressed that she is definitely commtted to having a safe
wor kpl ace and that folk's feel their views are respected. Her
personal view, she noted, is to hear all of the different
viewpoints and thoughts so they are fully vetted before she
actually makes a final decision.

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD commented that she has a constituent who
recently quit, and sonmeone who feels it is a hostile environnment
for their opinions. She stated that it is an issue and asked
that Attorney GCeneral Lindemuth be aware because it has cone to
her attention too nmany tinmes for her to not say sonething.

CHAIR CLAMAN, after ascertaining no one wshed to testify,
cl osed public testinony on the confirmation of Attorney General
Li ndemnut h.

4:21:30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REINBOLD commented that one of the nost
progressive ideals of all time is the "inalienable God-given
rights given to each American citizen." She opined that sonme of
the nodern progressives are progressing America far away from
those nost progressive ideals of all time and infringing on
right-to-life, and many |iberties. She asked that Attorney

CGeneral Lindenuth not look to the nodern progressives for
wi sdom and to be grounded in the mandate of public safety and
protection of these inalienable rights. She al so asked that
Attorney GCeneral Lindenuth keep in mnd that sone people are not
working and are enjoying the fruits of the labor of those that
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are working. She then asked that Attorney General Lindenuth not
| ook so nuch to |awyers, but rather ook to the w sdom of
Anmerica's Founding Fathers and the principles that nmade Anerica
one of the nobst free and prosperous nation in the world. She
t hanked her for her service.

4:23:37 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS t hanked Attorney Ceneral Lindenuth
for being willing to serve, especially given the circunstances
of the transition, and pointed out that public service can be
significant in ways financial, professional, and otherw se. He
commented that on a phil osophical note he appreciated her answer
to the relationship of the attorney general relative to the
governor, which is the perspective he has foll owed. He noted
that in other states, the attorney general often is specul ated
to be an aspiring governor, which seenms nessy. He noted that he
appreciates the non-political nature of the office and that he
has confidence Attorney General Lindemuth wll continue that
tradition in Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP t hanked Attorney General Lindenuth for being
willing to do this job because her two predecessors paid a high
price by nearly working thenselves to death, and he is aware
this position is of great personal sacrifice. The Departnent of
Law (DOL) has been through a Ilot, in fact one of the
departnment's attorneys, Brian Sullivan, was killed in Utqiagvik
three years ago. District attorneys have a tough job in tough
villages in renote spots and they need a good |eader, and the
| egislature is counting on her to be that person, he said.
Attorney General Lindenuth has a good heart for people, he
opined, and he is appreciative that she is willing to be the
attorney general .

4:26: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN, in remenbrance of Assistant District
Attorney Brian Sullivan, advised that he worked directly for ADA
Sullivan when he was in the Arny at Fort Richardson, he was one
of the fol ks encouraging himto becone a |l awer and get involved
in politics because he had been a forner state |egislator
hi msel f. He asked Attorney Ceneral Lindemuth to review the oath
she took as attorney general because it closely reflects the
perspective of his district. As a captain in the arned forces,
there was no question that if he obeyed an wunconstitutional
order, no matter what happened to his commanding officers, it
would fall on him personally. The defining issue in this
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decision of approving a confirmation is the balance of powers
between the three branches, and specifically what it means for
an attorney general to take the oath of office.

4:28:49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN opined that he heard in her testinony an
unwitten statement, "The Constitution of the United States and
the Constitution of the State of Alaska as interpreted by the
Al aska Suprene Court." He said he believes that |anguage was
del i berately left out when the Founding Fathers deliberated on
checks between the various branches of governnment, and there was
not a desire for the United States Suprene Court to be the final
arbiter of the responsibilities of public officials. He then
appl auded his district on Election Day because "My district
voted down every single judge. The voters in ny district took
the time, which is amazing to nme in sone respects, took the tine
to individually mark 'No' to every single judge, and there was
[sic] over 20 on the ballet in ny district.” He comented that
it reflects a level of dissatisfaction with tension between the
branches of governnment, the ability of the people through a
ball ot nmeasure to pass a |law, such as parental notification. He
continued that a part of that mght be the process by which
individuals are selected for service on the Al aska Suprene
Court.

CHAI R CLAMAN st opped Representative Eastman and pointed out that
whil e he wunderstands concerns about court appointnents, this
hearing is not about a court appointnment because it is the
attorney general. He remarked that he is confused how court
appoi ntments have anything to do wth the attorney general.

4:31: 23 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN rel ated that his discussion is about the
attorney general stating deference to the Alaska Suprene Court
with little questioning. He said Attorney GCeneral Lindenmuth
resolved sonme of the tension between the branches by deferring,
but the Founding Fathers did not intend for that tension to be
resolved, which is sonetinmes nessy. Deference is first toward
the Constitution of the State of Alaska, and from there to
resolve tensions that can be resolved and "if you can't, then

you just can't." He said that his district and he have a
f undament al phi | osophi cal difference wth Attorney Cenera
Lindemuth and he wll vote against her confirmation on this
conmittee.
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4:33:11 PM

CHAIR CLAMAN then explained the confirmation process to
Representative Eastman in that the House Judiciary Standing
Conmittee does not make a recommendation because it is sinply
making a decision to forward the nanme to the joint session of
the Senate and House of Representatives, and whether he approves
or does not approve, the opportunity to vote is during the joint
sessi on. He further explained that there is no vote in this
committee as to whether he supports the nomi nation or does not
support the nomnation, and that Representative Eastman did
articulate his views.

CHAI R CLAMAN noted that Attorney General Lindenuth, having never
nmet Governor Wl ker before, applied for a seat on the Al aska
Suprene Court. He explained that previously they had been
involved in trial matters together, either on the sane side or
on opposite sides, and in that regard he wote a letter to the
governor strongly endorsing her appointnent. He stressed that
Attorney General Lindenmuth, nore than anything else, naintains
the highest ethics in the profession and that he has the utnost
confidence she will advocate on behalf of the state's interests
in front of the Al aska Suprene Court. He then thanked Attorney
CGeneral Lindemuth for her service, and said he appreciates the
time they've gotten to know each ot her professionally.

4:35:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FANSLER said that the House Judiciary Standing
Conmttee has reviewed the qualification of the governor's
appointee and recomends that the name, Jahna Lindenuth,
Attorney Ceneral, Al aska Departnment of Law, be forwarded to a
joint session of the Senate and House of Representatives for
consi derati on. This does not reflect intent by any of the
menbers to vote for or against this individual during any
further sessions for the purposes of confirmation.

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN obj ect ed
CHAI R CLAMVAN sai d obj ection noted.

HB 104- REPEAL COLLECTION OF CIVIL LITIG |NFO

4:36:22 PM

CHAI R CLAMAN announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 104, "An Act relating to collecting information
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about civil litigation by the Al aska Judicial Council; repealing
Rul e 41(a)(3), Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure, and Rules 511(c)
and (e), Alaska Rules of Appellate Procedure; and providing for
an effective date."

CHAIR CLAMAN advised he would like to nove HB 104 out of
committee today, in part because Susanne DiPetro, Executive
Director for the Al aska Judicial Council is available to testify
today in person.

4:36:59 PM
LI ZZIE KUBITZ, Staff, Representative Matt C aman, Alaska State

Legi sl ature, read for the record as follows [original
punct uation provided]:

For the record, ny name is Lizzie Kubitz and | am
staff to Chair Caman. Thank you for the opportunity
to testify.

House Bill 104 elimnates the automatic reporting of
information about <civil case settlenments currently
required by law. The bill follows the advice of the
Al aska Judicial Council, which has reconmended that

the legislature elimnate this requirenent.

To give sonme historical context: In 1997, responding
to public interest in tort reform and the work of the
Governor’s Advisory Task Force on Civil Justice, the
| egi slature passed tort reform legislation. One part
of the Ilegislation responded to the Task Force’'s
recommendation that the Al aska Judicial Council report
on closed civil cases, using data from forns conpl eted
by attorneys and parties in the cases. Since then,
pur suant to statute, the Judici al Counci | has
coll ected data provided by attorneys and litigants and
has produced three reports. However, much nore often
than not, attorneys and litigants have failed to
conply with the reporting requirenent.

In its nost recent report from Novenber 2011, i ncluded
in your bill packets, the Al aska Judicial Counci

reports that from January 2001 through Decenber 2010,
88,873 cases were resolved in the Alaska Court system
that were subject to the reporting requirenent.
Because each case had at least tw parties, the
Council should have received 177,746 or nore reports.
However, the Council only received 23,257 reports.

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE - 24- February 22, 2017



This represents 13% of the Council’s conservative
estimate of the nunber of reports it should have
recei ved.

The low rate of reporting is the reason the Council
has not issued a report since 2011. An analysis based
on 13% of potentially available data would not be
reliable. Elimnating the requirement has also has
received support from attorneys and civil litigants,
as the reporting requirenment is onerous for those who
follow it and unenforceable for those who don’t.

The Al aska Judicial Council lacks the authority and
resources to enforce this outdated requirenent and the
Council renews its reconmendation that the |egislature
elimnate it.

"1l now provide a brief sectional analysis of the
bill.

Section One repeals Alaska Rules of Cvil Procedure
Rule 41(a)(3) and Al aska Rules of Appellate Procedure
Rul es 511(c) and (e).

Section Two repeals AS 09.68.130 which requires
reporting of civil litigation information to the
Al aska Judici al Council.

Secti on Thr ee provi des t hat per t he Al aska
Constitution, the Act will only take effect if section
one of the Act receives the tw-thirds majority vote
of both bodi es.

And finally, Section Four provides for an effective
dat e.

Copi es of Rule 41(a)(3), Rules 511 (c) and (e), and AS
09. 68.130 have all been included in your bill packets.

Before | conclude, 1’'ll nention for the record that
Susanne Di Pietro, the Executive Director of the Al aska
Judicial Council, is present and available to answer
guesti ons.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill
104.
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4:40:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD asked whether there has been push back
with regard to this bill.

M5. KUBI TZ advi sed that to her know edge there has not been push
back, and that this bill has received support from various
at t or neys. She pointed out that attorneys currently nust take
time out of their day to conplete and file the form and the
client is usually billed for their tine. Due to the fact the
Al aska Judicial Council is receiving limted data, it doesn't
see a purpose in continuing with this requirenent, she advised.

4:41: 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP noted that while on the Al aska Judicial
Council in 2007-2008, the infornmation was seen as outdated and
unutilized and no one was seeking or collating the information
on the council.

4:42: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN referred to page 1, line 10 of the bill,
whi ch read:

CONDI TI ONAL EFFECT. This Act takes effect only
if sec. 1 of this Act receives the two-thirds majority
vote of each house required by art. IV, sec. 15,
Constitution of the State of Al aska.

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN advi sed that he is not famliar with this
portion of the constitution, and asked whether it is Ms. Kubitz
understanding that the constitution does not permt the Al aska
Suprene Court to make anmendnents to these rules, and that the
prerogati ve belongs solely to the |egislative branch.

4:42:47 PM

M5. KUBITZ turned to sec. 3, page 1, lines 8-12, which read as
foll ows:

Sec. 3. The wuncodified law of the State of
Al aska is anended by adding a new section to read:

CONDI TI ONAL EFFECT. This Act takes effect only
if sec. 1 of this Act receives the two-thirds majority
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vote of each house required by art. 1V, sec. 15,
Constitution of the State of Al aska.

M5. KUBI TZ explained that the Act takes effect only if the Act
receives two-thirds of a majority vote of each house, required
by art. 1V, sec. 15, which read as foll ows:

Rul e- Maki ng Power

The suprene court shall make and pronul gate rul es
governing the admnistration of all courts. It shall
make and pronulgate rules governing practice and
procedure in civil and crimnal cases in all courts.
These rules may be changed by the l|egislature by two-
thirds vote of the nmenbers elected to each
house. [ 1] [ 2]

4:43: 43 PM

REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN surmised that the Al aska Suprene Court
cannot do anything without the legislature's action in this
situation.

MS. KUBI TZ deferred to Susanne D Petro, Al aska Judicial Council.
4: 44: 14 PM

SUSANNE Di PETRO, Executive Director, Al aska Judicial Council,
Al aska Court System in response to Chair Claman, said she is a
menber of the Alaska Bar Association (ABA). In response to
Representative Eastnman, she advised that Alaska Rules of Cvil
Procedure 41(a)(3), and the Al aska Rules of Appellate Procedure
511(c) and (e) were pronulgated in order to inplenent the
statute the |legislature passed. The court system has rule
making ability, and the Al aska Suprenme Court can change its
rul es. Al t hough, she explained, these particular rules were
pronmul gated in order to inplement the statute which does not
provide a mechanism for the certification. The rule requires
certification of attorneys settling a case, and it is not part
of the statute, it is part of the rules, she advised.

4. 45: 35 PM
M5. Di PETRO, in response to Representative Eastman question as
to whether there is action the Al aska Suprene Court can take to

anend Rule 41, she speculated that the court could amend the
rul e.
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REPRESENTATI VE EASTMAN asked whether it declined to do so and
that is the reason it is before the |egislature.

M5. Di PETRO advi sed she was unsure she could answer the question
except to say that it is customary for the legislature to do it
in this manner when a rule and a statute travel together, or are
attenpting to inplenent the sanme purpose.

REPRESENTATI VE KOPP advised that this court rule is in response
to the legislature' s |egislation. Naturally, he pointed out,
the court would want the legislature to pass the bill to change
the rule. He continued that the court would not be inclined to
change a rule it adopted to a statute that the legislature
passed, and the court would prefer the legislature go through
t he process of changing the rules.

4:47:16 PM

CHAIR CLAMAN agreed with Representative Kopp, and referred to
Representative Eastman's comment about "activist judges." He
expl ai ned that one could suggest that if there was a statute on
t he books and the court actively decided to repeal the authority
to collect information, it would be considered "activist judges”
by ignoring the intent of the |egislature. Whereas, he
explained, if the legislature both repeals the rule and repeals
the statute collecting the information, there is no suggestion
of activist judges and the legislature is acting in its role as
the | egislature. The bill conbines both repealing the statute
and repealing the rule requiring lawers to provide the
i nformati on asked for under the statute, he pointed out.

CHAI R CLAVAN opened public testinony on HB 104.
4:48: 52 PM

KEN JACOBUS, Attorney, advised that he is representing hinself
and the Anchorage Bar Associ ati on.

4: 49: 15 PM
The commttee took a brief at ease.
4:49: 24 PM

MR. JACOBUS continued that he discussed this matter with the
court rules attorney and was advised that the mtter of
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repealing the rules would be presented to the Appellate Rules
Conmittee and to the Cvil Rules Conmttee, it would then defer
to the legislature because the rules are inplenenting the

statute. Therefore, the ball is in the legislature's court. He
commented that the |egislature should | ook at the 2011 report,
in which the data collected is not neaningful. I nterestingly,
he noted, the civil section of the attorney general's office has
had civil attorneys performng work required to be reported
because AS 09.68.130 does not provide an exception for the
attorney general's office. Therefore, he said, either the

attorney general's office is not reporting and disobeying the
law, or it is reporting and wasting a lot of public noney
providing this worthless data which could be better spent
enforcing the | aws. He further commented that an experienced
probate attorney in his office recently represented a civil case
and was concerned she was in trouble because she did not know
she was required to report, illustrating that sone attorneys are
not even aware of their duty to report. He described that this
statute has many problens and needs to be repeal ed. He added
that he personally reports and considers it an admnistrative
expense, and that many attorneys bill their clients for the
reporting tinme.

4:53: 08 PM

SARAH BADTEN, Attorney, said she has been attorney in Anchorage
for approximately ten years, practices contract enforcenment, and
has filled out the fornms for ten years. She commented that
reporting is a conplete waste of tinme, waste of noney, and that
she bills her tinme, which is unfair. The purpose of the statute
was to collect data based on tort reform and to the extent that
her reporting does anything, which it doesn't, she said she

skews the data because she does not practice tort |aw She
opi ned that the focus should not be on the fact that people do
not fill out the form but rather on the conpletely unnecessary

information on the form because no one is |ooking at this data.
It is archaic and she strongly hopes to get it repealed this
sessi on, she said.

CHAIR CLAMAN, after ascertaining no one wshed to testify,
cl osed public testinony on HB 104.

4:55:15 PM
REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD comented that she likes npbst repeal

bills, and that she was thankful that she asked in the past that
the | egislature have an entire session on repeal as "there is a
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| ot of stuff that is not applicable any longer." She added that
she does not object to Chair Caman bringing this forward as a
commttee bill.

4:56: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FANSLER noved to report HB 104, Version 30-
LS0393\D, out of commttee with individual recomendations and
t he acconpanying fiscal notes. There being no objection, HB 104
nmoved fromthe House Judiciary Standing Conmittee.

4:57: 05 PM

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Judiciary Standing Conmttee neeting was adjourned at 4:57 p. m
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