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ALYSON CURREY, Pl anned Parent hood Votes Northwest
Juneau, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 89.

DI ANNA HOBBS, representing herself
Juneau, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Opposed SB 89.

KALEY COLUWN, representing herself
Juneau, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Qpposed SB 89.

SUSAN SCHRADER, representing herself
Juneau, Al aska
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Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 89.

CAREN ROBI NSQON, | obbyi st
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Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Qpposed SB 89.

MELI SSA ENGEL, representing herself
Juneau, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Opposed SB 89.

PETER HOEPFNER, board menber
Cordova School District

Cordova, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed SB 89.
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Fai r banks, Al aska
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JESSI CA CLER, representing herself
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Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Opposed SB 89.

DONNA KLECKA, representing herself
Eagl e Ri ver, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Qpposed SB 89.

BRANDON BREFCZYNSKI

Staff to Senator Stoltze

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commrent ed on CSSB 58( STA).

M KE MONAGLE, Director
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Departnment of Labor and Workforce Devel opment ( DOLVD)
Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Said the departnment is neutral on SB 58.

MARTY HESTER, Deputy Director
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Depart ment of Comrerce, Conmunity and Econom ¢ Devel opnent
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported SB 58.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:03: 31 AM

CHAIR BILL STOLTZE called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 8:03 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Coghill, Huggins, MQGure, and Chair
Stoltze.

SB 9- ELECTI ON PAMPHLETS

8:04: 07 AM
CHAI R STOLTZE announced the consi derati on of SB 9.

8: 04: 30 AM

CHUCK KOPP, Staff to Senator Peter Mcciche, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, explained that SB 9 anends Title 15
el ections regulating the content of election panmphlets. It
repeals the authority to include advertising from a political
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party in the publicly funded el ection panphlet that is produced
by the Division of Elections and provides information about
candi dat es, initiatives and judges to help voters be
knowl edgeabl e about matters that wll be on their election
ballot. The division reports that political parties' subm ssion
revenue is about $2,400 in the last panphlet, which is |ess than
1 percent of the cost of producing and mailing the docunent.

He said the sponsor believes that every election cycle voters
are bonbarded with political milings, fliers, and radio and
television advertisenments and the publicly funded election
panphl et should not be a platform for political advertising but
rather a source of free, unbiased and in-depth information about
t he candi dates, officials, issues and |egislation.

8:05: 38 AM
SENATOR MCGUIRE, in looking at Title 15.58.020, asked if any
ot her people who publish in the official election ballot should
be renpved.

8:06: 18 AM
MR. KOPP answered that this is the only paid advertisenent that
is outside of what is already authorized free of charge.

SENATOR MCGQUIRE said she just wanted to see the candidates
t hensel ves, their biographies, an official explanation on an
initiative or referendum that has been approved by the
Li eutenant Governor and no other nonsense. Is that what this
woul d do?

MR. KOPP answered yes.

8:07:49 AM

SENATOR PETER MCCICHE, Alaska State Legislature, Juneau
Al aska, sponsor of SB 9, said soneone asked him if this
conprises a right to free speech, but he thinks it's just too
close to the ballot.

CHAIR STOLTZE comrented the Judicial Council continues to get
free speech that the parties pay for, but he would yield to
Senator M cci che.

8: 09: 03 AM

SENATOR MCGU RE noved to report SB 9 from commttee wth
i ndi vidual recomendations and attached fiscal note(s). There
were no objections and SB 9 noved from the Senate State Affairs
Standi ng Comm ttee.

SENATE STA COW TTEE - 8- April 14, 2015



SB 89- PARENT RI GHTS: EDUCATI ON; SCHOOL ABSENCE

8:09:48 AM
CHAI R STOLTZE announced the consi derati on of SB 89.

8:10: 38 AM
SENATOR W ELECHOAEKI j oi ned the conmttee neeting.

SENATOR M KE DUNLEAVY, Al aska State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska,
sponsor of SB 89, said the purpose of this bill is to reiterate
the inherent rights of parents. He explained that the rights of
parents have always existed and had never been extinguished. He
is reiterating these rights because recently there has been nore
and nore of a demand by practitioners and state and federal
agencies to assess children, to take that data and use it for
the stated purpose of trying to help inprove instruction, but
also to label schools to see where they fall; whether they are
failing schools or schools that are actually assisting students.
He had no issue with that, but a growi ng body of parents feels
that they should be able to opt out and not be part of certain
requests. These requests are a fuzzy area, because they are
requests, but they also sonetinmes conme across as demands - for
children to be in certain classes that parents nmay feel are in
conflict with their values and may even run counter to them

He el aborate that nost parents believe that you send your child
to school to learn the witing, reading, math, science, history
etc. If that's not the case, parents want to be able to exercise
their inherent rights to be able to say no to a particular
| esson or activity.

He said SB 89 also has a section that denies abortion providers
the right to be in the schools, to be able to have a captive
audi ence, which kids are. They should take their business
out si de of school s.

8:14: 00 AM
SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked how he defines "abortion services
provi der."

SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered soneone that provi des abortion
servi ces.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked if Providence Hospital provides an

abortion for a woman who would otherwise die be an abortion
service provider
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SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered that there could be sone individuals
that make that stretch, but generally speaking, nost fol ks view
Provi dence Hospital as a nedical provider.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI said if they provide abortion services the
| anguage says they are an abortion service provider. So, he
asked if sonmeone who is volunteer at Providence Hospital be
allowed to cone in to speak to a group of students.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered if one of the main conponents of the
services that they provide is abortion, then no.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI pointed out that the |anguage just says, "A
school district nay not permit an abortion services provider or
an enployee or volunteer of an abortion services provider." It
doesn't say that is their main conponent of business. It could
be just one abortion that was nmaybe provided a couple of years
ago for a life-threatening case. That person would not be able
to volunteer at a school

SENATOR DUNLEAVY responded that was not what he was sayi ng.
SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked if that |anguage should be clarified.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered that he did not believe so. The
purpose is for those who as a nain conponent of their business
is providing abortions and he did not believe Providence
Hospital's main function was to provide abortions.

8.16: 28 AM
SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI asked if abortion services provider should
be defined as sone organi zati on whose main purpose is to provide
abortions.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered no, although a discussion could be had
about it in conmttee.

SENATOR W ELECHONSKI asked what nunber of abortions nekes an
organi zati on an abortion services provider.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered that he didn't have a particular
nunber. He just wanted to prevent abortion providers from having
a captive audience of children to peddle their services, values,
and ideas to. He had no issue with that if it's after school and
across the street.
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8:17:46 AM

SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI asked if he thinks volunteers at Providence
Hospital who perhaps perform one abortion a year are sonehow
pedal i ng abortions for kids in elenentary schools. |Is there any
evidence that this is happening in school s?

SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered that he didn't believe that Providence
Hospital's main purpose is abortion.

SENATOR MCGQUIRE said they are not really talking about
Provi dence Hospital, but it was probably worth making sure the
courts would view things not overly board. She said overal
asking a parent to intersect with a school whose values they
don't like is a good point. People find it frightening, but it's
not. It's a chance for famlies to sit down and say we don't
want you to participate in this activity or in this test or in
this thing because our famly values are the foll ow ng.

She liked the bill's approach and didn't think that famlies are
as involved anynore as nuch as they should be. But when it cones
to the issue of human sexuality. She is a doctor's daughter and
want ed young people, particularly teenage children, to have sone
access to information about what is happening to their bodies,
the changes that are going on with puberty and what that neans,
t he hornones, how that m ght change behavior, and how to respond
accordingly to protect thenselves in a way not to get pregnant
shoul d they decide to engage in sex. Al parents hope they would
not, but that is not the reality. She didn't want to go too far
to the point where young people can't get sone kind of read on
what is happening.

SENATOR MCGUI RE asked what is happening in schools that has
precipitated this. Wat is going on with Planned Parenthood and
ki ds bei ng taught about abortions?

8:20: 53 AM

SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered that he had received phone calls from
constituents and others throughout the state that abortion
providers were providing "lessons, trainings, and trainings for
teenagers so they can talk to others about sex and reproductive
issues.” This bill does not prevent health teachers in a schoo

from teaching sex education. This is third parties using a
school as a host to get between parents and their children in
terms of val ues regarding reproductive services, sexuality, etc.

8:22: 02 AM
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SENATOR COGHI LL noved to adopt the work draft CS for SB 89,
version 29-LS0735\G as the working docunent.

8:22:21 AM
CHAI R STOLTZE obj ected for an expl anati on.

BETHANY MARCUM staff to Senator Dunleavy, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Alaska, said the CS basically elimnates
sone unfunded nmandates. It elimnates sonme unfunded nandates by
doing three things. One is on page 4, lines 20-27: it elimnates
the requirenent for a certified teacher at a child care facility
to be fingerprinted twice and provides for a deed to supply the
fingerprint records to the Departnment of Health and Social
Services (DHSS) at the request of the individual.

The second change is on page 4, lines 2-7, that adds a new
subsection saying the district can't pay for physical exans for
teachers. They are not required by the state, but sone districts
may require them

The third primary change on page 4, line 28, elimnates the
requirenment for school districts to provide physical exans for
children. Currently, the Departnment of Health and Socia
Services (DHSS) can require districts to conduct physical exans,
and that hasn't changed and they may reinburse the district as
required. This CS renoves the requirenent for the school
districts to provide those exans.

She said other conformng |anguage is made and explained that
with the previous school district-provided exam a report was
required to be provided to parents. That report would obviously
woul d go away since the exans would be going away. That is on
page 4, line 28. Then on page 4, lines 14-18, conformng
| anguage is al so renoved regarding that statute being repeal ed.

CHAI R STOLTZE renoved his objection and version G was before the
comittee.

8:24.45 AM

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if the health teacher teaching these
courses was a volunteer at an abortion services provider, could
they not be permtted to teach.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY answered that he didn't believe that was the
case. He would be teaching the school district approved
curriculum that had been vetted by the school district in a
public forum A health teacher who is contracted by the school
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district to be a teacher with a Type A, if they have district
approved curriculum that has been vetted, would be able to teach
nmost likely in a health class the prescribed curriculum as it
applies to human sexuality.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if it was okay for a substitute
teacher who is a volunteer at an abortion services provider to
teach health for one day.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY replied his intent was that adopted curricul um
t hat has been vetted by the school board on human sexuality can
be taught under this bill.

8:.25:51 AM

SENATOR HUGA NS said kids graduate from school and don't object
to having a health teacher teach them health curriculum but
that is not what he sends themto school for. He is with Senator
Dunl eavy on this one.

8:27:47 AM
CHAI R STOLTZE, finding no further objections, announced that the
CS for SB 89 [version G was before the conmttee.

8:29: 59 AM
At ease from8:29 to 8:31 a.m

8:31: 56 AM
CHAI R STOLTZE opened public testinony on SB 89.

8:32: 53 AM

APRIL SMTH, representing herself, North Pole, Alaska, supported
SB 89. She said she thought an abortion provider would be
sonmeone who markets and sells abortions, not Providence Hospital
that just provides them as an extra nedical service. She related
how she was taught sex education in schools it wasn't
i nappropriate but when she |ooked for nore information from a
trust worthy source she was pulled into their system of defeat.
She went to them for help and they taught her how to lie and
mani pul ate adults in her |I|ife. They pushed services that
eventually lead to abortion.

8. 36: 50 AM

HEATHER  FUSSELL, representing hersel f, Vasi | | a, Al aska,
supported SB 89. She believed in her right as a parent to
determ ne what her children are exposed to. Her children are
home school ed, but she thought abortion service providers should
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not be allowed to supply materials to schools. A mpjority of the
noney they nmake is from abortion services.

8:38: 29 AM

ANDY  HOLLEMAN, | obbyi st Anchorage Education Association,
Anchorage, Al aska, opposed SB 89. He said he represents about
3,500 educators in the classroom and everyone appreciates the
clarification of parents' rights to be inforned, but the |oca
school boards that parents participate in are where it's decided
which materials come into the school roonms. But putting a |lega
guestion on which materials a classroom teacher who may be
| ooking for current materials or outside expertise to cone in
isn't necessarily healthy. He hoped they renoved the [|anguage
that prohibits that.

8:40: 34 AM

JENNI FER  WOOLEY, representing herself, Anchor age, Al aska,
opposed SB 89. She was a life-long Al askan and was proud of the
state, but was dismayed by its rate of sexually transmtted
infections (STlI) and sexual assault. Her background is in sexual
heal th education and her future career is in nedicine, so she
sees the direct connection between education and health. She
knew parents' concern lead to the introduction of this bill, but
she cautioned them to consider the children's parents who were
not as involved as hoped. Under this bill, each child wll have
the additional burden of obtaining parental consent to access
information that nay save their lives. They may not be able to
access the information they need, because their parents aren't
around. What happens to themthen?

She said all children wundoubtedly benefit from nedically
accurate, age-appropriate education about their bodies and
relationships. Currently, parents can opt out, so children
should not be punished by requiring parents to opt in. She
encouraged pronoting health and not the inmgined threat of
peddl i ng aborti ons.

8:42:19 AM
LENA ILLIG representing herself, Anchorage, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She said sex education and education for heal t hy

relationships is crucial. Alaska is the nunber one state for
sexual assault, donestic violence and certain STIs. These issues
are personal to her because she had experienced donestic
violence and is wusing her experience to create awareness and
education for others regarding this epidemc in Al aska.
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She said that over half of sexually active people will get an
STI in their life and taking away sex education only adds to the
problem It will let teenagers be uninformed on how to protect
t hensel ves from unwanted pregnancy and STls. Studies show that
conprehensive sex education is effective in preventing teen
pregnancy.

8:44:11 AM

JOHN BLAINE, representing hinself, Anchorage, Al aska, opposed SB
89. He supported previous comments saying that a better place to
discuss this matter are the local school boards. He said it
seened I|like SB 89 was a direct assault against Planned
Par ent hood, which has an admrable reputation for sex education
in schools with the best possible information given to children
in an appropriate way and tine.

The only thing that has not been nentioned is how nmuch the
famly situation has changed in the country. Parents and
children sitting around a table tal king about sex education is
not exactly the case. Children won't receive the information
they need if they don't have sex education in the schools.
Statistics show education reduces abortion.

8:46: 54 AM

ROBIN SM TH, representing hersel f, Anchorage, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She said parental support for school-based sex education is
overwhel m ngly positive over the past 20 years in survey after
survey. Local, state or national, 80-85 percent of parents
i ndi cate t hat t hey want their chil dren to recei ved
conprehensi ve, nedically accurate age-appropriate sex education.
Parents see such courses and content as supplenenting, not
supplanting, their discussions at honme. They say that their
children need both to be taught about delaying the onset of
intimate sexual rel ati onships until they are mature and
responsible and also getting the information and skills they
need to use contraception when they do choose to becone sexually
active. It's not a matter of either or, but both.

She said that Planned Parenthood helps fill an inportant gap
left by the state's inaction to ensure students have the
information they need to nake educated decisions about
rel ati onships and sex. The state does not have a conprehensive
sex education curricula that they even offer to the schools, |et

al one require. Until Alaska steps wup and provides this
conprehensive nedically accurate sex health education to al
students communities will rely on outside educators to provide

it.
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One of the education prograns that Planned Parenthood offers is
a workshop for parents. This program encourages parents to pass
on their values to their children, but also to beconme nore
confortable wth engaging children on sexual issues. She
encouraged them to look at this curricula and others they
provi de.

KENNI LI NDEN, representing herself, Palnmer, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She was born and raised in Palnmer and owns a home with her
husband around the <corner from the elenentary school she
attended. Her whole famly had a "fantastic public education” in
Pal mer public schools. The wonly glaring omssion in her
education was sexual health. She and her peers would have
greatly benefited from conprehensive nmedi cal | y accurate
reproductive health education. She was sexually assaulted when
she was 15 and afterwards she was unaware of the resources
avai lable to her as a student to protect her health and to speak
up in support of healthy relationships and consent. She was
delighted to hear that professionally trained health educators
were invited into schools to teach sex education and hoped it
woul d prevent others from experiencing the sexual trauma she
experienced. Although she has fabulous parents, she wasn't sure
that asking themto opt in for sex education nmay have prevented
her and her brothers from receiving any health information.
Between two households and three children, keeping track of
perm ssion slips was chaos. This bill would add an undue burden
on parents and educators.

8:51:36 AM

JARED  MCCLURE, representing hi msel f, Anchor age, Al aska,
supported SB 89. Planned Parenthood's agenda is to market sex to
vul nerable and inpressionable children and trick them into
behaving irresponsibly so they can sell them an abortion |ater.
If you want STDs and illegitimte and underage pregnancy rates
to go down, "just end the practice of allowing these perverse
abortionists free rein to market sex and abortions in our

school ." They nake a killing doing the abortions |ater.

8:52:41 AM

DEBORAH W LLI AVS, representing herself, Anchorage, Al aska

opposed SB 89, because it will cost nore noney and underm ne the
authority of Jlocal school districts. It wll undermne | ocal

control . She urged them to take a hard Ilook at AS

14.03.016(a)(3), the opt in provision in it. It states that
school s, teachers, mnust provide parents notification not |ess
than two weeks but not nore than six weeks before any activity
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or class involving sexual health education. The cost of this
notification, the burden on teachers of this notification, the
problem wth permssion slips falling through the cracks is
great. New costs and new burdens cannot be inposed on teachers
parents, students and particularly on our fiscal constraints.

M5. WLLIAMS said the current opt out provision is working well.
There is no testinony whatsoever that it is not working well.

She al so opposed AS 14.03.83, which prohibits a school district
from contracting with an abortion services provider for all the
reasons Senator Wel echowski nmentioned. It is vague and arguably
unconstitutional and very problematic, but nostly it underm nes
the authority of the local school districts and |ocal control
She didn't think this conmttee wanted that. Sexual health
education saves dollars and this will undermine the ability to
save those dollars; we are in a fiscal crisis and can't afford
to spend nore noney where we don't have it.

M5. WLLIAVS closed saying that she is aware of the evidence-
based programring that is provided in the schools today on
sexual health education. "They matter; they are outstanding;
they are evidence-based. Please let school districts be the
authority on whether they want to continue using those, not
Juneau. "

8:55:40 AM

M CHAEL PAULEY, Alaska Famly Action, Alaska Famly Council,
Seattl e, Washington, supported SB 89. The nobst inportant words
in the entire bill are found in the title: An act relating to a
parent's right to direct the education of a child.

They believe that the right of parents to direct the education
of their child is inherent. He said, "CGovernnent doesn't give
parents that right any nore than governnent gives us children.”
Government does have an inportant role in helping to protect and
advance this inherent right and SB 89 is such a neasure.

He said abortion is legal, but so are other things, Iike
cigarettes, and one would want tobacco conpanies into schools to
pronote those in front of inpressionable young people. Religion
is legal, too, but a local Catholic or Mrnmon church would not
get invited to teach a sex education class. Yet, Planned
Parenthood, a highly political and ideological organization,
acts as if they are entitle to be peddling their services to
children in the schools that citizens pay for.
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He said nothing in SB 89 inhibits public schools from offering
sex education in classes provided they have the consent of
parents and provided they are not farm ng out the task to people
who sell abortions on the side.

8.58: 25 AM

SACHA PETTITT, representing herself, Palmer, Al aska, supported
SB 89. She is a parent and works as a teacher for the Mt-Su
Bor ough school district. Parental choice is an integral part the
checks and bal ances that are needed in the education system Her
students have consistently exceeded the statew de standards.

She said SB 89 sets up safety paraneters for children and all ows
parents to not be steamrolled into an agenda with others. She
didn't feel that permission slips are a burden. She thought the
cost of a ream of paper could easily be fit into the budget.

9: 00: 59 AM

ELENA GUSTAFSON, representing herself, Sitka, Al aska, opposed SB
89 whol eheartedly. Al aska's devastatingly high rates of child
sexual abuse were six times the national average; it is the
hi ghest for teen dating violence, teen pregnancies rates are
hi gher than the national average and STDs are higher than in any
ot her state. She wasn’'t proud of these facts, but conprehensive
sex education, which is being taught at a |arge percentage of
schools in the States, is known to reduce these.

Every parent already has the right to be involved in their
child's education; they can renove their <children from the
classroom if they believe the curriculum runs counter to their
best interests. The current system already provides for this,
she said. It is not an undue burden on parents to take advantage
of the rights that they already have to object and wthdraw
their child fromtests or any activity.

It is an undue burden on the nbst vulnerable in the state to put
opt-in clauses, specifically section (3) in the working draft,
on children who are experiencing abuse and neglect. If a child
is already being abused has to ask permssion to receive what
may be the only safety resources they have ever had.

M5. GUSTAFSON said she had worked with children who after her
safety presentations in elementary schools had the |anguage to
speak up and get the safety they deserved. If this bill went
into effect these children m ght be denied that education and be
stuck in an abusive famly for years. School districts should be
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the ones to decide who is the nost qualified to provide this
i nformati on.

9: 03: 48 AM

LI BBY STORTZ, representing herself, Sitka, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She agreed with previous testifiers in opposition. During
adol escence nost teens explore their sexuality through behavior
and Pl anned Parenthood, against whom this bill is focused, has
provi ded evidence-based, accurate, neutral sex education for
al nrost 100 years in the United States. This is about the health
and safety of teens. Conprehensive sex education hel ps thousands
of teens who with or wi thout parental consent will do what cones
naturally. They need this information with or w thout parental
consent .

9:06: 01 AM

BARBARA  HANEY, representing herself, North Pol e, Al aska,
supported SB 89 whol eheartedly. She understands people who are
upset about the abortion provider provision, but this bill in no
way bl ocks sex education. From her survey of schools in Al aska,
sex education is taught by a nenber of the bargaining unit; it's
not taught by Pl anned Parent hood.

She said many districts in the state have parental right of
refusal or opt out |anguage, but not in others. Sone schools are
good at letting parents opt out of sexual education units but
not testing. Qther places are really good at letting you out of
testing but not so nmuch sex education and she wasn't sure how
the two got |inked together. Except for the overriding principal
which is that the parent should have the right to say "no, thank
you," that is already a right. She wanted the policy to be
uni form across the state.

9:07: 52 AM

AMY WALKER, representing herself, Palnmer, Al aska, supported SB
89. She said schools should be a safe place for our Kkids where
they can feel protected against propaganda and indoctrination.
She wanted to keep Planned Parenthood out of the schools; their
goal is to meke noney corrupting and indoctrinating our Kkids
with premarital sex, honosexuality, anti-famly and anti-life
pr opaganda.

9:10: 03 AM

CHRI STOPHER KURKA, Executive Director, Alaska Right to Life,
Chugi ak, Al aska, supported SB 89. If Planned Parenthood has been
successful in preventing STDs, then "they really suck at it"
because there has been an extraordinary rise in recent years.
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They don't exhibit scientific material, but nmaterial for the
purpose of pronoting promi scuity. This bill is about stopping
organi zations |ike Planned Parenthood who have an agenda to
pronote prom scuity and aborti on.

9:12: 24 AM

ED GRAY, representing hinself, Sitka, Alaska, supported SB 89.
Pl anned Parenthood has been in their school district and it
hasn't worked well. In fact, the school district has not acted
responsibly in collecting all students' information, emai
addresses and turning themover to the abortion industry.

9:14: 32 AM

SUSAN JENSEN, representing herself, Sitka, Al aska, supported SB
89. As a forner public school teacher, she strongly respects the
right of parents to determne what is best for their children
Parents are legally responsible for their children and should
therefore have the final say over what their children
participate in and what they are taught.

9:16: 32 AM

YVONNE CORDUAN, representing herself, Sitka, Alaska, supported
SB 89, for all the previously stated reasons and because it
protects the inherent rights of parents to direct the education
of their <children. Requiring |local school boards to adopt
policies recognizing that authority perpetuates that right.

9:18: 59 AM

LI SA MELNI CK, representing herself, Sitka, Al aska, supported SB
89. She is a nomraising six kids in the Al aska public school
system and supported it to keep abortion providers, such as
Pl anned Parent hood, out of the schools. They sell the product of
abortion and she did not want her girls |earning about their
bodies from an organization that sells a product that she is
fundanment al | y agai nst.

9:20: 29 AM
JOANI E CLEARY, representing herself, Anchorage, Al aska, opposed
SB 89. It is being pronoted as a bill that will protect parents’

rights, but as a parent who supports having a say in their
children's education especially sexual education, but this bill
targets one of the nost qualified providers of conprehensive,
nmedically accurate, age- appropri at e, sexual educati on. She
agreed with other speaker who opposed this bill. Parents who
want to teach their children about sex are never prevented from
doing that. She is an assistant to a guardian ad |item and sees
children in the foster care system who get no other information
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in their hone. Their parents are not available to them for a
variety of reasons, usually drugs, alcohol, nental health
probl ens, and they are just not doing their jobs.

She sees countless teens of the system who are growing up to
have children of their own. They didn't get a sufficient
education to be able to prevent that. She has volunteered at
Pl anned Parenthood and supports them Every single person she
has nmet there has been very dedicated to wonen's and young
people's health and sexual health. She objected to sone of the
characterizations that she had heard today.

Finally, Ms. Cleary said it part of the intent of this bill is
to prevent abortion, it is msguided. The best way to prevent
abortion is to provide conprehensive, nmedically accurate
information to our youth in every possible way.

9:23: 02 AM
JUDY M LLER, representing herself, Anchorage, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She respected the bill's intent to support parental

i nvol venent in schools, but she felt that it damages student's
ability to gain access to vetted, objective nedically accurate
sexual health information as provided by Planned Parenthood. The
opt-out consideration already exists for parents and requiring
opt-in for sex education is counterproductive and a huge
adm ni strative burden for the schools.

She said our youth are being inundated with sex nessages from
tel evision, novies, social nedia, and conputer ganes; this is
why it 1is even nore inportant that they receive unbiased
medically accurate sexual heal t h i nformati on. No ot her
organi zation in the United State does nore to prevent unintended
pregnanci es than Planned Parenthood. In preventing pregnancies
Pl anned Parent hood prevents the need for nore abortions.

9:24: 45 AM

ZHENI A PETERSOQON, representing herself, Anchor age, Al aska,
opposed SB 89. She is a student at the University of Al aska
Anchorage studying social work and public health. It is
i mportant that students in high school get sexual education that
i ncludes anatony. It would be scary to appear at the university
| evel and not understand the basic concepts of how their bodies.

9:26: 36 AM

BARBARA MCDANI EL, representing herself, Wasilla, Al aska, opposed
SB 89, because it pronotes ignorance and she is a firm believer
in accurate and fact-based education delivered in a professional
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and appropriate manner in all subjects including and especially
sexual health education. She is a parent and is happy that
Pl anned Parenthood is providing sexual health education from
nore than 1.5 mllion youths every nationally. It's great that
caring school and comunity agencies take responsibility for
children's health and safety by seeking and enploying Planned
Parent hood's reputable, reliable, professional, and thoroughly
vetted sexual health education curriculum for their students.
Al aska's infanmobus sexual health and safety statistics prove
Al aska youths do not need any nore ignorance.

ALYSON CURREY, Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest, Juneau,
Al aska, opposed SB 89. She said they operate four health centers
across the state in Juneau, Anchorage, Soldotna, and Fairbanks.
In 2013, they served about 13,000 patients, the vast majority of
whom cone to them for non-judgnental quality care, nanely for
birth control and famly planning, STl testing and treatnent,
well room exams (cervical cancer screenings and breast health
checks) and prenatal care. She said Planned Parenthood has al so
been a trusted provider of conprehensive sexual health education
in Alaska for over 20 years and throughout the country for
nearly 100 years.

M5. CURREY said the collaborative work between school districts
and Pl anned Parenthood is an inportant partnership that benefits
students and enpowers them to neke safe and healthy decisions
about their sexual heal t h. Thei r progr ans rei nforces
communi cation between parents and their children and provides
the tools necessary to support parents in communicating about
sexuality and sexual health with their children

M5. CURREY expl ai ned that Planned Parenthood works closely with
some schools, but they are not in every school. Wen invited in,
they tailor their curriculum on prevention per a teacher's
request and it should be up the schools to decide what
curriculum conmes into their classroons. Al of their curriculum
is vetted for nedical accuracy.

9:31: 03 AM

DI ANNA HOBBS, representing herself, Juneau, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She is a Thunder Muntain Junior and opposed the provision
that bans abortion service providers from schools. This wll
directly affect the work she does as a volunteer/peer educator
t hrough teen councils that are sponsored by Pl anned Parent hood.
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She said there is a comon mni sconception that Planned Parenthood
educators are mnarketing abortion services to youth in school
presentations, but that is "sinply not true."

She said Teen Councils was created over 20 years ago in
Washi ngton State by Planned Parenthood of the Geat Northwest
while the local Juneau Teen Council forned three years ago. She
explained that when invited into classroons, Teen Counci
menbers teach peers about healthy sexuality and healthy
rel ati onshi ps and inpact peers through thoughtful, nonjudgnental
education and outreach. The support of these organizations is
needed to help them learn and teach; it hel ps support thousands
of teens and children who add to the state's tragic and
di sturbingly high statistics.

9:32:48 AM

KALEY COLUMN, representing herself, Juneau, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She is a 1l6-year old sophonore at Juneau-Dougl as H gh School
and a menber of Juneau Teen Council. Since the beginning of the
2014/ 15 school year, 7 Juneau Teen Council nenbers have
collectively <contributed over 900 volunteer hours toward
| earni ng about sexuality and devel oping education skills. These
hours include those when they are invited into classroons to
educated students about growing up in their bodies. Oten they
are invited by health teachers, because they don't have all of
the information they m ght need.

She said the recently four nenbers received the prestigious
statewide Spirit of Youth Award for service to peers for
creating a high quality teen nade video about heal th
rel ati onshi ps, healthy sexuality and nonviolence. Teen Council
nmeets weekly for two-hour training neetings on things |Iike
abstinence and unintended pregnancy prevention, sexual |l y
transmtted infection prevention, healthy relationships, consent
and teen dating violence. In addition, they |earn about things
like the side effects of abusing drugs and alcohol, nedia
literacy, social justice issues and nuch nore. She has left a
class and receive anonynobus notes saying how nuch they
appreciate their talking to them She has received drawi ngs from
little mddle school girls saying how nmuch they appreciated her
comng in and hel ped them | earn sonet hi ng about what they didn't
know.

She said the power of peer education is so inportant, because

adol escents listen to each other much nore often and with nuch
nore inherent respect than listening to adults. The information
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is learned with nore detail and nore information can be spread
in this way.

9: 36: 23 AM

SUSAN SCHRADER, representing herself, Juneau, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She asked how likely is a parent who is abusing a child to
proactively opt in to have that child receive sex education that
m ght prevent that abuse. Soneone at a previous neeting said she
recei ved anonynous note from a youngster if it was okay for her
stepfather to have sex with ne. How |ikely would that father
sign a permssion slip to allow that child to receive sex
education? STD statistics will not be lowered with this bill's
appr oach.

Currently parents have many ways to opt out of any class or
activity they don't agree with in a school district; this bil
is unnecessary and represents a msguided effort to put a
specific ideology of a few ahead of the health of Al askans.

9:38: 23 AM

NORM WOOTEN, Association of Alaska School Boards, Juneau,
Al aska, opposed SB 89. He addressed only section 3 and said the
associ ation had been involved in "Alaska Ice," the initiative
for conmmunity engagenent for 20 years. They try to connect
schools to their comunities and as part of that the provide for
the adm nistering of the School Cimte and Connectedness Survey
(SCCS) that asks students about their perceptions of events
going on around them |It's not about their personal behaviors
and not about things that are going on in their famly. He
expl ai ned t hat consul tants construct ed this t est to
intentionally avoid those issues. The survey is used by school
districts to determne destructive activity such as bullying
that may exist in their schools and to take actions to create a
safer climate within the school. It's based on the 40 assets
nodel, that the nore assets a student possesses the nore likely
they are to succeed both in school and out of school. SB 89 wll
make it very difficult to obtain consent fromfolks to get valid
data to provide to school districts. He suggested that the bil
goes too far.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked what sorts of questions are being
asked.

MR. WOOTEN answered that he would provide that information to
the chair.
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CHAIR STOLTZE invited parents to provide witten testinony on
what questions they m ght object to that they have been asked.

9:41: 24 AM

CAREN ROBI NSON, | obbyist, Alaska Wnen's Lobby, Juneau, Al aska,
opposed SB 89. Their mssion is to defend and advance the rights
and needs of wonmen, children and famlies. This bill is an
exanple of state overreach. Nothing is nore local than their
children's and grandchildren's schools. Comrunities elect school
boards that hire a superintendent. In Juneau, each school has a
parent council that hires the principals. W are so locally
driven that one mddle school bans all student activity travel
and another that allows it. It should be up to local schools to
decide who they invite, whether it's police for DARE or health
care providers to talk about STls or obesity, or advocates to
tal k about child abuse, dating viol ence and sexual assault.

They al so believe that putting the burden on school districts to
ask parents to opt in on alnost everything is costly and waste,
plus it's just not realistic. She said the systemis not broken;
parents already have the authority to approve their children's
participation in school activities. They believe that schools
and parents working together to decide who can cone into their
school s.

9:43: 44 AM

MELI SSA ENGEL, representing herself, Juneau, Al aska, opposed SB
89. She said, "SB 89 is mmsquerading as a parental rights bill
and has dangerous consequences that puts the health and future
of our youth at risk by limting access to necessary resources
and i nformati on regardi ng reproductive and sexual health."

9:46: 28 AM

PETER HOEPFNER, board nenber, Cordova School District, Cordova,
Al aska, opposed SB 89. He noted that section 1, the ability of
parents to opt out of standards-based assessnents or tests
required by the state, hadn't been discussed nmuch. School
di stricts have been asked to be accountable, and if students are
opting out of this test the results wll be an inadequate
portrayal of the total student performance. The tests should
elimnated rather than giving the option to opt out.

Another issue is if a person doesn't opt in, you don't know if

the student has lost the slip or if the parents have m spl aced
it.
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SENATOR STOLTZE said the teachers he hears fromin his district
are agai nst nore testing.

9:48: 37 AM
MARY E. KEHRHAHN- STARK, Pl anned Parenthood, Fairbanks, Al aska,
opposed SB 89. This legislation will neke it harder for Al aska

youth to access crucial sexual health and social services they
need. Both academ c and sexual education are inportant in a
person's life. Today's culture offers an abundance of
opportunity for sexual exploration whether people want to see it
or not and whether people agree with it or not. Young people
need to be arnmed with as nmuch know edge about their bodies and
what they can do to protect thenselves from unwanted assaults,
di seases, infections and unpl anned pregnancy.

9:51: 54 AM

JESSI CA CLER, representing herself, Anchorage, Al aska, opposed
SB 89. She had a great public school education in the Mat-Su
school district and was fortunate to have very engaged parents.
However, the one incredibly inportant piece that was mssing
from her public school education was conprehensive nedically
accurate sex education and information on consent, healthy
relationships and teen dating violence. This information was
desperately needed because of Alaska's high rates of sexual
assault and sexual abuse. Al aska already falls short in
providing this education; Planned Parenthood fills an inportant
gap left by the state's inaction and communities rely on themto
provide that information. |In tight fiscal tinmes, community
partners, |ike Planned Parenthood, provide a vital service to
t he school districts.

M5. CLER said this bill is an additional burden on already
strapped schools and it is witten so broadly that it could have
dangerous effects in limting students' access to sexual assault
awar eness and preventi on.

9:53:42 AM
DONNA KLECKA, representing herself, Eagle River, Al aska, opposed
SB 89 because of all the reasons people have already iterated.

9:54: 44 AM
CHAIR STOLTZE, finding no further coments, closed public
testinmony and held SB 89 in conmttee.

9:56: 03 AM
At ease from9:56:03 to 9:56:58 a. m
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SB 58- TRANSPORT NETWORK SVES. & WORKERS COWP

9: 56: 58 AM
CHAI R STOLTZE announced the consi derati on of SB 58.

9:57:25 AM
SENATOR COGHI LL noved to adopt the CS for SB 58, version 29-
LS0616\ P, as the working docunent.

9:57:39 AM
CHAIR STOLTZE objected for discussion and explained that the
bill is before the conmttee because of a transportation

chal l enge in Chugi ak/ Eagle River, a comunity of 35,000 people
The mayor has said that the insurance issue has to be resol ved
at the state level before they can return to the debate at the
| ocal level of how to deal wth transportation network
contractors. This is an insurance bill that renoves one obstacle
to even having the discussion.

9:59: 26 AM

BRANDON BREFCZYNSKI, Staff to Senator Bill Stoltze, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, explained that the change in the
State Affairs commttee substitute (CS) occurs on page 7, line
19 in section 5. It was a mnor drafting error: at the end of
subsection (d) it used to read "that the transportation network
conpany has the duty to defend the clainf and that was changed
to "the transportation network conpany insurer has the duty".
Al parties agree to it.

10: 00: 15 AM
MR. BREFCZYNSKI provi ded an overview of the bill.

On page 1, line 6:
Section 1 provides clarification for insurers regardi ng personal
insurance policies and transportation network conpany (TNC)
i nsurance policies.

On page 3, line 3:

Section 2: Amends AS 21.96 by adding new section to provide the
foll owi ng definitions:

- Digital network

- Personal vehicle

- Prearranged ride

- Transportation network conpany

- Transportation network conpany driver

- Transportation network conpany rider
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On page 4, line 8:

Section 3: Amends AS 23.30.230(a) by adding new |anguage to
exenpt transportation network conpany drivers and horse carriage
operators fromthe Wrkers’ Conpensation Act.

On page 5, line 12:
Section 4: Anends AS 23.30.230(c) by adding new definitions.

On page 6, line 16:
Section 5: Amends AS 28 by adding a new chapter with three new
sections.

AS 28.23.010. Financial Responsibility of transportation network
conpanies clarifies the coverage between personal insurance and
TNC i nsur ance.

AS  28.23.015. Transportation net wor k conpany aut onobi | e
i nsurance disclosures is a disclosure requirenment for the TNC to
let the drivers know that a driver's personal insurance may not
cover the driver in the event of an accident and to let them
know of the insurance coverage provided by the TNC.

AS 28.23.200 Definitions provides new definitions simlar to the
ones in section 2 for AS 28.23.

Section 6: Applicability clause for sections 3 and 4.
Section 7: Retroactivity clause for sections 3, 4, and 6.
Section 8. Section 5 effective date.

Section 9: Immediate effective date for all sections excluding
section 8.

10: 02: 21 AM
CHAI R STOLTZE renoved his objection and announced that version P
i s adopt ed.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if the Dvision of Wor ker' s
Conpensati on supported this bill.

10: 03: 36 AM

MKE MONAGLE, Director, Division of Wrker's Conpensation

Department of Labor and Workforce Devel opnment (DOLWD), Juneau,
Al aska, said the departnent is neutral on SB 58. Language in the
Labor and Commerce version had been addressed in the Labor and
Commerce version and they had no objection to that.
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He noted sonme concern with the retroactive clause as a policy
i ssues because it mnekes the |legislation retroactive back to
January 2014. So, if there are any clainms or pending actions
before the departnment this bill would take away the rights of
those claimants to pursue a workers' conpensation claim for any
i njury happening while a TNC was operating in the state.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked if he was aware of any clains that
had been filed since January 1, 2014.

MR. MONAGLE answered no, but an injured worker has up to two
years to step forward with a claim

10: 05: 26 AM
SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI asked if any other departnents had any
concerns.

10: 06: 14 AM

MARTY HESTER, Deputy Director, Division of Insurance, Departnent
of Conmerce, Community and Econom c Devel opnent (DCCED), Juneau,
Al aska, answered that section 1 affects the insurance code that
he oversees and it provides clarity to those in Al aska who are
involved in the TNC industry. It establishes what can be
excluded and that TNCs and insurers nust work in concert to
assi st Al askan consumers in resolving their claimns.

SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI, in reference to section 1, asked if the
people who are driving wll have some degree of adequate
i nsur ance.

10: 07: 43 AM

MR. HESTER answered yes and the other sections address the
requi renents for insurance. Section 1 just provides clarity as
to what a personal auto insurer may exclude for and not
necessarily a policy that is covering a TNC operator.

SENATOR W ELECHOWBKI asked if they are allowing a driver's
personal insurance to exclude coverage while the driver is
working for a TNC, but then the TNC rnust provide insurance.

MR. HESTER answered that was his understanding of the bill.
Section 5 on page 6, line 16, devel ops the financial
responsibility of the TNCs and |ays out the anmount of insurance
they are required to cover for the different periods.

10: 09: 13 AM
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SENATOR W ELECHOWSKI asked if a person who is on the way to pick
up someone i s covered even though they don't have a passenger in
the car. A person may be getting their car fixed; who covers
t hat ?

MR. HESTER answered that there are three different periods of
operation when sonmeone is participating in a TNC

-Period 1 would be when a TNC driver has their application on
the smart phone but has not nade a pair wth soneone.

-Period 2 is when a match has actually been made and accept ed,
but a passenger has not yet entered the vehicle.

-Period 3 is when the passenger has actually been picked up by
the TNC dri ver.

He explained that Section 5 actually speaks to the three

different sections: |anguage on page 6, line 29, speaks to
period 1; periods 2 and 3 are addressed on page 7, lines 10 and
11.

10: 11: 50 AM

BRYCE BENNETT, Senior QOperations Manager, Uber  Nort hwest,
Seattl e, Washington, supported SB 58. He explained that it would
clarify the relationship between TNCs and the small independent
contractors that they partner with in the State of Al aska. He
said Upber works wth nultiple-industry parties including
insurance to outline insurance requirenments for TNCs throughout
the states. This is part of a national agreement that nultiple
states have now adopted for TNC i nsurance.

MR. BENNETT added that Uber is a TNC platform that connects
riders and drivers in search of safe and reliable rides with the
nearest driver through a cashless transaction. The system brings
an unprecedented |evel of accountability to transportation in
cities in know ng where your driver is, who they are and able to
| eave feedback after every trip.

When a driver goes through their very thorough vetting process
of background checks and a vehicle inspection, he has the
flexibility to come and go as he pleases. There are no shifts;
partners conpletely make their own hours. A majority of them are
part-tine and just work on the platform five hours a week or 20
hours a nonth. They are not dispatched like a traditional tax

cab; they receive a request directed fromthe rider and are able
to decide whether to accept it or not. Further, they have their
own snall business; in many places actually acquire business
licenses with local nunicipalities. Partners take 80 percent of
every calculated fare at the end of the trips; they have no
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hourly rates. Finally, they receive a 1099 at the end of each
year and there is no tax withholding. In places where nultiple
TNCs exist, partners are able to be logged into nmultiple
platforns at the same tinme and choose which request to take.

SB 58 will clear up not only the insurance conponents of TNCs,
but al so the independent contractor rel ationship that exists.

10: 17: 37 AM
CHAIR STOLTZE said sonme other TNCs are: Lyft, Uber, Sidecar,
Wngz, Sumon, and Haxi, but Uber is the one that has been

involved within the 49th state recently. He noted that horse
carriage riders in Anchorage had sone issues on interpretation
and this would provide that clarity for them also. They have
the same operating rules as taxis, but use a different kind of
horse power. Finding no further coments, he closed public
testi nony.

MR. BREFCZYNSKI said there are two fiscal notes: one from the
Di vi sion of Mbtor Vehicles and one from the Division of
| nsurance, both of which are zero.

10: 18: 14 AM

SENATOR MCGUI RE noved to report the CS for SB 58 from conmittee
wth individual recomendations and attached zero fiscal
not e(s).

CHAIR STOLTZE announced that w thout objection, CSSB 58(STA)
noves fromthe Senate State Affairs Standing Conmittee.

10: 18: 46 AM
CHAIR STOLTZE, finding no further business to cone before the
commttee, adjourned the Senate State Affairs Standing Conmittee
at 10:19 a.m
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