ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE RESOURCES STANDI NG COWM TTEE
April 17, 2016
1:30 p. m

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Cathy G essel, Chair
Senator M a Costello, Vice Chair
Senat or John Coghi | |

Senator Bert Stednman

Senator Bill Stoltze

Senator Bill W el echowski

VEVMBERS ABSENT
Senat or Peter M cciche
COWMM TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 28( FSH)

Qpposing the United States Food and Drug Admnistration's
approval of AquaBounty AquAdvantage genetically engineered
salnon; wurging the United States Congress to enact |egislation

t hat requires promnently Jlabeling genetically engineered
products with the words "Genetically Mdified" on the product's
packagi ng; and supporting t he efforts of t he state's

congressional delegation to delay the confirmation of the new
conm ssioner of the United States Food and Drug Adm nistration
until the United States Food and Drug Administration agrees to
require labeling for genetically engineered sal non.

- MOVED SCS CSHIR 28(RES) OQUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HIR 28

SHORT TITLE: OPPOSI NG GV SALMON
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) TARR

01/ 19/ 16 (H) READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

01/ 19/ 16 (H FSH, L&C

02/ 04/ 16 (H) FSH AT 10: 00 AM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 04/ 16 (H Moved CSHIR 28(FSH) CQut of Committee
02/ 04/ 16 (H M NUTE( FSH)

02/ 05/ 16 (H) FSH RPT CS(FSH) NT 4DP
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02/ 05/ 16 (H) DP:  HERRON, KREISS-TOWKINS,  ORTI Z,
STUTES

04/ 13/ 16 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM BARNES 124

04/ 13/ 16 (H) Moved CSHIR 28(FSH) Qut of Committee

04/ 13/ 16 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

04/ 14/ 16 (H) L&C RPT CS(FSH) NT 3DP 1NR

04/ 14/ 16 (H) DP: JOSEPHSON, KITO, OLSON

04/ 14/ 16 (H NR. TILTON

04/ 15/ 16 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 15/ 16 (H) VERSI ON:  CSHIR 28( FSH)

04/ 16/ 16 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS

04/ 16/ 16 (S) RES

04/ 17/ 16 (S) RES AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE GERAN TARR

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HIR 28.

THATCHER BROVER, Staff to Representative Geran Tarr

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: O fered to answer questions on HIR 28.

DANI EL GEORGE, Staff to Senator Bill Stoltze

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ai ned Conceptual Anmendnent 1 to CSHIR
28(FSH) for the sponsor.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 30: 33 PM

CHAIR CATHY GESSEL <called the Senate Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:30 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Stedman, Costello, Coghill, and Chair
G essel .

HIR 28- OPPOSI NG GM SALMON

1:30: 52 PM
CHAI R @ ESSEL announced consi deration of CSHIR 28(FSH). [version
29-LS1213\H was before the commttee.]

1: 31: 31 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE CGERAN TARR, Alaska State Legislature, Juneau,
Al aska, sponsor of HIR 28, presented the resolution.

THATCHER BROWER, Staff to Representative Geran Tarr, Al aska
State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska, introduced hinself.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR said everyone is famliar with the issue of
genetically nodified salnon. The first piece of |egislation
passed in 2005 required labelling at the state level. This has
been a universally opposed proposal by Al askans. In 2013, prior
to approval, the legislature joined the congressional delegation
in speaking up against it. Unfortunately, on Novenmber 19, 2015,
the Federal Drug Admnistration (FDA) approved genetically
nodi fied salnon. Since then the congressional delegation has
been |l eading the charge in fighting it and asking for additiona
requirenents, particularly related to labelling. Mre recently
| awsuits were filed in Canada and in the United States; so this
is not a done deal.

She said the potential inpacts to Alaska's econony are
concerning. The comercial fishing industry is the |[argest
private sector enployer bringing in nore than $6 billion
annually. Also, wild Al aska salnon are integral to our Al askan
way of |ife. Hopefully, this resolution gives our delegation a
little fuel to add to the fire so the delegation can say their
state stands strongly behind them

REPRESENTATI VE TARR noted many supporting letters and docunents
frommmajor fishing groups and retailers that are concerned about
this issue.

1:33:31 PM
SENATOR W ELECHOWSEKI j oi ned the conmitt ee.

1:33:48 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR al so noted that approval was done under the
1938 Food, Drug, and Cosnetic Act as a veterinary drug. The U S.
| awsuit challenges the FDA saying their authority was really
meant for testing drugs used in livestock to resist and prevent
di sease not to approve genetically nodified animals for hunman
consunption. This is the first tinme they have ever approved a
genetically nodified animal for human consunpti on.

1:34:51 PM
SENATOR STOLTZE joi ned the conm ttee

1: 35: 16 PM
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CHAIR G ESSEL noted a correction saying they are hearing HIR 28
not HIR 29 as she stated at the beginning of the neeting.
Finding no further questions, she opened public testinony, and
finding none, closed it.

SENATOR STOLTZE said that the FDA-related Food Safety
Moderni zation Act has been a difficult issue for snmller Al aska
farmers. Alaska is classified as Tier 5 by volunme of farns,
which throws it in the sane category as Rhode |Island and sone of
the other snall states.

In speaking to the farmers, including the new director of the
Division of Agriculture, Senator Stoltze said they are asking
the federal governnent to put Alaska into Tier 4, because of its
| ogi sti cal chal | enges and non- connectivity. He asked
Representative Tarr if she felt that was consistent with this
FDA issue, if he were to offer an anendnent.

1: 36: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR agreed if they think broadly about food
security issues in Alaska that it would fit well with this as a
conmuni cation to the federal governnment, and specifically to the
peopl e at the FDA

1: 36: 46 PM
SENATOR STOLTZE noved Conceptual Amendnent 1.

CHAI R G ESSEL obj ected for purposes of discussion.

SENATOR STOLTZE said his staff, Daniel George, had worked wth
the Division of Agriculture, and the discussion wuld be nore
conplete with him

1:37:12 PM

DANI EL CGEORGE, staff to Senator Bill Stoltze, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Al aska, said the conceptual anmendnent does
three things. First, it puts the "WHEREAS' on page 3, line 3,
relating to the delay of the confirmation of the FDA
commi ssioner in the past tense. That conm ssioner was confirnmed
by the Senate 89 to 4 on February 24. So, it just deletes the
word "has".

Second, the anendnment adds two WHEREAS' s and a FURTHER RESOLVED
on page 3, following lines 5 and 8. It tal ks about how Al aska is
classified as Tier 5 for purposes of appropriation and
conpliance with the Food Safety Mddernization Act. They talked
with the director of the D vision of Agriculture about the
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concern that Alaska is not a state where one can sinply go from
one end to the other in one day and it also has fiscal
chal l enges. The division asked them to do all they could to
assi st in nmaking this change.

Finally, M. George pointed out that on page 3, |ine 20, the FDA
no | onger has an acting conm ssioner as he is now confirnmed, and
this corrects that.

CHAIR G ESSEL renoved her objection and asked for further
di scussi on.

SENATOR COSTELLO asked if this results in Alaska getting
addi tional federal funding.

1:39:22 PM

SENATOR STOLTZE replied that it <could potentially get nore
funding, and going to Tier 4 recognizes the conpliance
difficulties as well. It puts Alaska into a category where
optimally there would be nore than just noney for the
i nspections but at a higher threshold of understanding. He said
there is also a new Speaker of the House and Secretary of the
U.S. Senate that m ght need to be corrected as well.

CHAIR GESSEL finding no further objection, announced that
Amendrent 1 was adopt ed.

1:40: 39 PM

SENATOR STOLTZE noved HIR 28, as anended, from conmittee wth
i ndi vi dual recommendations and zero fiscal note(s). There were
no objections and SCS CSHIR 28(RES) noved from conmmttee.

CHAI R G ESSEL t hanked Representative Tarr for the resol ution.
1:41:21 PM

CHAIR G ESSEL adjourned the Senate Resources Conmittee neeting
at 1:41 p. m
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