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1: 33: 08 PM

CHAI R GARY STEVENS called the Legislative Council neeting
to order at 1:33 p.m in the Anchorage Legislative
Information Ofice Auditorium Present at the call were
Senators Stevens, Hoffrman, Meyer; Representatives Herron

Johnson and Kito. Participating via teleconference were
Senators Coghill, MacKinnon, Mcciche; and Representative
Chenaul t. Absent were Senators Huggins, MQ@iire, alternate,
and @ essel, al ternate; and Representatives Hawker ,
Mllett, Neuman, Thonpson, al t er nat e, and  Drummond,
alternate.

Chair Stevens began the neeting by noting that it was the
ast neeting with him as Chair of Legislative Council. He
t hanked menbers for their service; specifically he thanked
Representative Herron for his work as the vice chair, and
Pam Varni and her wonderful staff who have been hel pful and
supportive throughout his tenure.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

1:35:20 PM
VICE CHAIR HERRON noved that Legislative Council approve
t he agenda as proposed.

The agenda was approved w t hout objection.

APPROVAL OF M NUTES
a. Septenber 1, 2016
b. Novenber 1, 2016
c. Novenber 21, 2016

1:35:33 PM

VICE CHAIR HERRON noved that Legislative Council approve
the mnutes of the Septenber 1, 2016, Novenber 1, 2016, and
Novenber 21, 2016 m nutes as presented.

The m nutes were approved w t hout objection

| NFORVATI ON TECHNOLOGY CHANGES
a. Nanme Change
b. Facebook

a. Nane Change
TI' M BANASZAK, Information Technol ogy Manager for the Al aska

Legislature, said that “IT" is a household word that people
are famliar with. |IT has updated its websites but for

Legi sl ative Council Meeting Page 3 of 18
Decenmber 20, 2016
Approved March 28, 2017



clarity purposes, sonme Legislative Council policies would
need to be updated with the name change. The goal was to
provi de clear communication and which, in sone cases, do
require action on the part of Legislators or |egislative
staff. In order to facilitate that approach, IT was | ooking
to “brand” their comunications. There were sone recent
SPAM activities and clear, branded communications were
instrunmental to ensure that Legislators and staff were made
aware of those activities.

There was no action required by Council and no objections
wer e made regardi ng the nane change.

b. Facebook

1:39:59 PM

VICE CHAIR HERRON noved that Legislative Council approve
expanded access to Facebook for Legislator’s partisan staff
to enmulate the access that is «currently provided for
Legi sl ators and non-parti san Agency staff.

MR. BANASZAK stated that Legislators and non-partisan
Agency staff currently have Facebook access. There is also
Facebook access on the Legislature’s wireless network. |If
someone wants to get to Facebook, they can get to Facebook.
Right now, partisan legislative staff are unable to access
Facebook from their |egislative conputers. The controls are
in place to allow access and which could be easily granted
if that is the decision. He said that by definition,
Facebook is an open and connected platform which can enabl e
di rect i nteractions bet ween t he Legi sl ature, t he
Legislators, and Alaska's citizens. It can also be a tinely
solution for comunication, and a cost-effective way to
interact wth constituents with what was originally a
social nedia vehicle. He brought to nenbers’ attention a
survey that was conducted of governnmental entities whereby
87% of respondents said that their governnental entity had
a Facebook page; which sheds sonme light on the business
val ue; 91% of the respondents indicated that the primary
purpose of Facebook was to keep citizens informed. He
closed his testinmony by saying that as wth any other
vehicl e of communication, when one is using Facebook it’s
inmportant to nmake sure that what’'s being communicated is
true, it’'s necessary, and it’'s relevant. There is a Soci al
Medi a Guide approved by Legislative Council to ensure an
i nf ormed staff does not i nadvertently put out
conmuni cations they didn't intend to.
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CHAIR STEVENS confirmed with M. Banaszak that the only
folks in the Capitol who do not have access to Facebook are
the partisan staff who work for the Legislators.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON stated that he has been opposed to
this since it was first brought up basically on the grounds
of ethics. W have sonme of the strictest ethics laws in the
nation; what one can do in sonme states in that survey would
be an ethics violation in Alaska. If we proceed with this,
he believed it was incunbent on this commttee to nmake sure
that it would be part of the ethics training; and that a
line of accountability be set up that if a partisan staff
does sonething on Facebook that crosses that threshold of
canpai gni ng, for exanple, that lays out who is responsible.
He said this was opening up Pandora’s Box and opening up
the Legislature to nore and nore ethics conplaints. He said
we are also going to need to start l|ooking at the ethics
laws to address this issue; it is not a sinple yes or no
solution to the problem He also asked about other socia
nmedia outlets being allowed. He encouraged a | ot of caution
in proceeding with this issue.

REPRESENTATIVE KITO said that it was tinmely from his
perspective in that he and his staff have been sharing a
| aptop conputer and every tine soneone else logs into the
| apt op, he | oses Facebook access and we have to call IT
This was sol ved by disconnecting the |laptop and using W-Fi
instead. He said his office uses it for conmunications.
Wiile it is inportant to understand ethical considerations,
they do that every day with comrunication and Facebook is
anot her conmuni cation tool just as a telephone is. Just as
sonmeone on Facebook mght inadvertently do sonme canpaign
activity, they mght do the sane on the telephone; wth
Facebook, it’s actually recorded and there is evidence with
which to identify and conduct an investigation nuch nore
easily than tel ephone comruni cation

MR. BANASZAK, in response to the Chair’s request for
additional information on ethical concerns and limting
this action to Facebook, said that there are already so
many ways to get access to Facebook and other social nedia
options. He said that this issue isn't limted to Facebook
but really involves all social nedia. Users and staff have
been trained in wusing these vehicles of communication.
Whet her Facebook is blocked for this group, it’s possible
to access Facebook in other ways. Perhaps one approach is
to use the existing Social Mdia Policy to open up all
social media options in order to manage appropriately. In
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response to a followup question by the Chair, M. Banaszak
confirmed this particular notion deals only with Facebook.

1:53: 21 PM

SENATE PRESI DENT MEYER, after a brief discussion, noved
that the original notion be anended to include all socia
medi a (not just Facebook).

SENATOR MACKI NNON said that there are probably sonme sites
to which we aren’'t going to want to allow access from state
conput er s.

MR. BANASZAK responded that IT has intentionally blocked
certain nefarious and/or inappropriate sites, and that
woul dn’t change by allowi ng access to certain social nedia
options. As new venues for comunication beconme avail abl e,
IT would take a cautious approach to allow ng access. He
said they would be very specific to say which sites were
legitimate and which were not; for exanple, Twitter is a
legitimate way to keep the public informed. This notion
would not allow a w de-open gateway to just anything. In
response to a followup question, M. Banaszak said that
there would be technical controls in place so that one
could not get to nefarious sites. In addition, there would
be administrative controls that could act as guidelines to
soci al medi a.

SENATOR MACKI NNON asked if a definition of social nedia had
been adopted so everyone had the sanme understanding. She
said she would speak in opposition to the current anendnent
as proposed if there wasn't a caveat that whatever those
nmechani snms are, |IT will judiciously go through and | ook at
the site and mmke sure that the general public, under
general acceptable nornms, communicate through that site,

and then cone back to Council, as happens with certain
events, to approve and review recomended sites. She added
that she was also concerned that Council was possibly

showi ng a preference for Facebook, a for-profit conmpany, in
l[imting the Legislature’s use over other social nedia

sites, which she didn't think was fair. In response to a
request for clarification, she said she supported a nore
expansi ve approach, but not “all” - she was nore apt to

support those that the general public is nore famliar
Wit h.

SENATOR M CCICHE said it mght help if M. Banaszak could
clarify how sone of the filters work. Sinply opening access
to social nmedia platforms doesn’t nean one can click on any
file to open.
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MR. BANASZAK said that the way I T nonitors access to soci al
nmedi a, those types of platforns are actually categories of
service. |IT can allow a category of comrunication service
in technical controls and can go further to all ow Facebook
but, by default, continue to block a site like Tunblr.
Twitter nmay be permtted and that would be a technical
control to allow access. Malicious sites that nefariously
try to collect user information, or a pornographic sites
are all continuously blocked by filters and nonitors.
Mai nt ai ni ng security is their top priority.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON suggested an anmendnent to the

anendnent to change “social nedia” to “limted social nedia
spectrum” This will nake it clear that there are limts
and that it wll be IT that determnes the spectrum

available to users. M. Banaszak agreed that was a good
recommendati on and | anguage | T can work with.

MR. BANASZAK, in response to a question by Representative
Johnson about protecting Facebook accounts, said that IT
and the Legislature do not have the ability to control or
manage Facebook accounts. It is up to the user to enploy
best practices, such as frequently changing passwords and
reporting any untoward activity to Facebook. Creating a
Facebook page is done independently of the IT systens; they
can nonitor activity and report suspicions, but not nuch
beyond that. In response to a followup question, M.
Banaszak noted that legislative staff are able to access
Facebook through W-Fi, although they are not currently
able to access Facebook through their work conputer. M.
Banaszak said that IT is able to have greater control wth
the wired networKk.

SENATOR COGHILL said that Legi slative Council has
specifically prohibited partisan staff from using Facebook,
so the term “Facebook” should be kept in the notion.

SENATE PRESIDENT MEYER accepted Vice Chair Herron's
friendly anendnent to the anmendnent to wuse the term
"limted social mnmedia spectrunf so a vote isn’'t necessary.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED refining the anended noti on | anguage.

M5. VARNI stated the anmended notion as follows: “I nove
t hat Legi slative Council approve expanded access to
Facebook and limted social nedia for Legislator’s partisan
staff to enulate the access that is currently provided for
Legi sl ators and non-parti san Agency staff.
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Aroll call vote was taken

YEAS: Meyer, Coghi | I, Hof f man, MacKi nnon, M cci che,
Chenault, Kito, Herron, Stevens

NAYS: Johnson
The anmended notion passed 9-1.

MOVI NG AND TRAVEL PCLI CY CHANGES

2:11:45 PM
VICE CHAIR HERRON noved that Legislative Council approve
the changes to the Legislative Council Mving & Travel

Policy as per the attached draft.

JESSI CA GEARY, Finance WMnager for Legislative Affairs
Agency, testified that nenbers had before them for
consi deration three proposed changes to the Myving and
Travel Policy. The first two changes dealt wth the
transportation of Legislators’ vehicles from their hone to
Juneau for the duration of session. The current policy
all onwed for Legislators to bring two vehicles; the proposed
change would limt that to one vehicle. The second change
deals with paynent of the shipping of vehicles for
Legislators that I|ive off the road and marine highway
systens. The current policy allowed for a vehicle to be
either air-freighted or barged to a location that connects
with a state road or ferry system as a way to realize cost
savings, this proposal allows for the possibility of a
rental car for the duration of session if it was |ess
expensive than shipping a vehicle from a location off the
road or marine highway system This policy change would
require a Legislator to denonstrate that it would be |ess
expensive to ship a vehicle to Juneau than to rent a car in
Juneau for the duration of the session.

Ms. Ceary said the |ast change to the policy dealt with the
types of itens a Legislator is currently allowed to ship to
Juneau as part of their household goods and persona

effects. The policy |anguage includes the word “appliances”
as allowed in the shipnent of household goods. The term
“appliances” isn't very definitive and could allow for the
shi pnent of nmmjor appliances such as washers, dryers,
refrigerators, etc.; this proposed change clarifies the
intent of that |anguage which is to allow small appliances
such as toasters, blenders, etc. M. Geary ended her
testinony by noting that in the proposed policy |anguage

they tried to catch all the references fromtwo vehicles to
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one vehicle; they mssed at least one and if Legislative
Council chose to adopt these changes, they would nake sure
to fix all references.

NOTE: Senator Hoffman asked a question, but it was
i naudi bl e.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED regardi ng household goods that my be
packed inside the vehicle being shipped, as well as the
definition of small appliance and what is allowed as a
household good and what is allowed as a legitimate item
necessary for conducting | egislative business.

SENATOR HOFFMAN was concerned that any proposed change not
di scrimnate against Legislators who live in rural Al aska
sinply because the noving costs are higher. He said while
we need to be conscious of the State's budget, it should
not be required that rural Legislators have to go through
mat hemati cal gyrations to justify their nove to Juneau.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED r egardi ng whet her one car is enough for
a Legislator with a large famly; whether special and/or
extended sessions were included in the calculation of a
rental car versus shipping a vehicle; the general cost of
shipping a vehicle via air freight or barge; which type of
vehicle wuld be allowed as a rental; | egi sl ative
purchasing and running of a “zip car” type of system where
Legi sl ators share vehicles as needed in Juneau.

SENATOR M CCI CHE believed that it was the appropriate tine
to review policies given the fiscal situation of the State,
and that the proposed policy gives enough |eeway for those
who have a nore difficult time getting their famlies and
goods to Juneau.

CHAI R STEVENS re-stated the notion that Legislative Counci
approve the changes to the Legislative Council Mving &
Travel Policy as per the attached draft. He rem nded
menbers that the changes were (1) allowing one vehicle
instead of two to be brought to Juneau for session at State
expense; (2) shipping vehicles off the road/ferry system
versus renting a vehicle in Juneau for session; and (3)
clarifying allowed household goods to be small appliances
only.

2:34: 30 PM
Aroll call vote was taken
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YEAS: Meyer, Coghi I I, Hof f man, MacKi nnon, M cci che,
Chenaul t, Johnson, Kito, Herron, Stevens

NAYS: None
The notion passed 10-0.
ALLOMNCE POLI CY CHANGES

2:35.06 PM

VICE CHAIR HERRON noved that Legislative Council approve
the change to the Legislative Council policy as per the
attached draft.

CHAI R STEVENS obj ected for purposes of discussion and asked
Fi nance Manager Jessica Geary to brief Council

M5. CEARY said this was a sinple change to the Allowance
Account Policy. In the FY 17 budget process, the House
al | omance accounts were cut by 25% which reduced House
menber’s accounts from $16,000 to $12,000. The policy
| anguage needs to be updated to reflect that reduction.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED between Representatives Kito, Johnson,
and Herron, and Chair Stevens and Senate President Meyer
regarding the fact that the Senate did not reduce their
al  owance account; that a Senator’s district is twice the
size of a Representative's district, so newsletters and
travel are nore expensive; perhaps House nenbers should
have half the anmount of Senate nenbers; and that the cut
was a decision by the House Mjority, not the Finance
Commttees. Further, it was noted that a few years ago
Legi sl ative Council approved by a vote of 8-6 to double
al | omance account anounts, which truly was a policy call at
the tinme, and all six votes against that notion were House
menber s.

Senator Hoffman |eft the neeting before the roll was
cal | ed.

Aroll call vote was taken

YEAS: Meyer , Coghi I I, MacKi nnon, M cci che, Chenaul t,
Johnson, Kito, Herron, Stevens

NAYS: None

The notion passed 9-0.
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CONTRACT APPROVALS
a. Westl aw Contr act
b. Stoel Rives Contract

a. West| aw Contr act

DOUG GARDNER, Director of Legal Services, said that he had
Joe Keikkala of his staff put together a proposal to reduce
the contract costs going forward. The Legislature has
passwords from LexisNexis and passwords from Westlaw
allowing for legal research; the systens are very simlar.
W have sonme unique libraries that are included in the
West |l aw contract, and he thought it would be w se for the
Legislature to mamintain both accounts. The Lexis accounts
aren’t necessarily free, but are included in the existing
contract along with other services. He said it was possible
to reduce the contract costs wthout affecting service
overall by reducing the nunber of online research accounts
from 40 to 30; the savings would be approximtely $23,500
for a three year contract, and $60,000 for a five year
contract.

The Chair interrupted to ask for a notion Dbefore
conti nui ng.

2:44:10 PM

VI CE CHAI R HERRON noved that Legislative Council enter into
a b5-year contract wth West Publishing in the anount of
$215, 869. 20.

The Chair objected for purposes of discussion.

MR. GARDNER, in response to a question by the Chair, stated
that both Lexis and Westlaw are conputer search platforns
provided by the publishers of a vast nunber of |[egal
publications in the country. Lexis publishes the Al aska
statutes, West Publishing heads Westlaw and publishes ot her
states’ statutes. By having both search engines, we cover
all 50 states, as well as nmany other reporters, such as
briefs from trial courts that can be inportant for
representing the Legislature on cutting edge issues. The
anount of resources that the Legislature puts into staff
time and resources, in Legal Servi ces, in Research
Services, and in the legislative library, who often help
the public with various requests, all benefit from having
access to Westlaw and Lexis. He said it'’s a very cost
effective tool; part of the trade off to re-focusing the
library on Legislator needs is that there was a commtnent
to ensuring access to online resources. The library saved a
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| ot of noney by reducing their hard copy subscriptions and
part of the trade-off was to ensure continued access to
resources electronically. This contract does that and for
addi ti onal cost savings as well.

CHAI R STEVENS summarized the notion and discussion of the
West| aw contract for any Council nenbers who nay have been
nonentarily dropped fromtel econference.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED between Representatives Johnson and
Kito, and M. Gar dner regarding the contract wth
Lexi sNexis for publishing hard copy statutes; t he
possibility of nmving away from printed statutes and
getting nor e online passwor ds in future contract
negoti ations; how the Legislature may be subsidizing the
cost of Alaska statutes in hard copy for other entities who
m ght not otherwise be able to afford them other state's
that have their statutes online only; and whether there was
enough wusage to justify the passwords for which the
Legi sl ature pays.

Aroll call vote was taken

YEAS: Meyer , Coghi | I, MacKi nnon, M cci che, Chenaul t,
Johnson, Kito, Herron, Stevens

NAYS: None
The notion passed 9-0.
b. Stoel R ves Contract

2:57:30 PM

VI CE CHAI R HERRON noved that Legislative Council approve an
anmendnent to the legal services contract with Stoel Rives
LLP, in the amount of $150,000 to pay for past |egal
services and to address the current procurenent claim and
any further proceedings regarding the |ease of 716 W 4th
Avenue.

MR. GARDNER said that the Legislature owed Stoel Rives
about $100,000 and the matter, in his professional opinion
is not over yet. Wthout getting into too nuch detail in a
public session, he said 716 W Fourth Avenue LLC, has unti
tomorrow to file an appeal and, in the event that they do,
he wanted the ability to be able to pay Stoel Rives to

represent t he Legi sl ature unti | t he new incomn ng
Legi sl ative Counci | IS est abl i shed W th t he 30th
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VI,

Legislature and this issue can be further addressed. The
amendnment before Council will bring the Legislature current
with Stoel Rives and nake available funds for work that nay
come up in this transition period. If there was no appeal
no additional funds woul d be spent.

CHAI R STEVENS said that Stoel Rives have been trenendous to
work with and have done a nice job in assisting the
Legi sl ature through a tedi ous process.

Aroll call vote was taken

YEAS: Meyer, Coghi I I, MacKi nnon, M cci che, Chenaul t,
Johnson, Kito, Herron, Stevens

NAYS: None
The notion passed 9-0.

OTHER COW TTEE BUSI NESS - EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

a. Furlough Policy

b. Capitol Security

c. Benson Buil ding Update (no action needed on this item

3:00: 07 PM

VICE CHAIR HERRON npbved that Legislative Council go into
Executive Session under Uniform Rule 22(B)(1), discussion
of matters, the imediate knowl edge of which would
adversely affect the finances of a government wunit and
22(B)(3), discussion of a matter that my, by law, be
required to be confidential. He asked that the follow ng
individuals remain in the room Pam Varni, Katrina Mtheny,
Brian Messiner, Elisha Martin, Tanci Mntz and any
| egi slative staff working for Council nenbers or manager of
the Legislature’s support agencies to remain in the room or
online. W also welcone any Legislator that is not on
Council to remain in the roomor online.

Aroll call vote was taken

YEAS: Meyer, Coghi I I, MacKi nnon, M cci che, Chenaul t,
Johnson, Kito, Herron, Stevens

NAYS: None
The notion to go into Executive Session passed 9-0.

Legi sl ative Council went into executive session.
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5:02: 39 PM
Legi sl ative Council canme out of executive session.

b. Capitol Security

VI CE CHAI R HERRON noved that Legislative Council adopt the
security vulnerability assessment recomendation by Doyon
Uni versal Services to provide security defensive tools to
the security team which includes, firearns and |ess than
lethal force options such as Tasers. Security personnel
reporting to Capitol Chief of Security will be conpensated
at a range 16.

STEVE DAIGLE, Chief of Security, in response to a question
from Senator M cciche about cost, noted that it would be an
increase of $54,000 annually for salaries, as well as
approxi mately $10,000 for additional equipment and $600 per
year for necessary training.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED regarding what “less than |lethal”
training options were avail abl e.

Wth no further questions, a roll call vote was taken.

YEAS: Meyer, Coghi I I, MacKi nnon, M cci che, Chenaul t,
Johnson, Kito, Herron, Stevens

NAYS: None
The notion passed 9-0.
a. Furlough Policy

5:05: 50 PM
VI CE CHAI R HERRON noved that Legislative Council adopt the
Furl ough Policy as per the attached draft.

REPRESENTATI VE KITO offered a conceptual anendnent that
Council exenpt Legislative Finance, Legal Services and
Legislative Security from the Furlough Policy. In response
to a request for clarification by Senator M cciche,
Representative Kito said that the exenption was appropriate

in that from the perspective of security, we wll be
required to have security at the building, so if
i ndividuals are on furlough, contractors will still have to

be hired to do that work. In regard to Legislative Finance
and Legal Services, they’'re work load is not driven by
t heir managenent al one but driven by Legislators. It’'s very
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difficult to manage that wor kl oad  wi t hout creating
[imtations, which they don’t have the statutory or policy
authority to do on the work that Legislators ask them to
do. Because they don’'t have control over those itens, he
didnt think it was equitable for those divisions to be
subj ect to furlough

CHAI R STEVENS said he understood that Legislative Budget &
Audit Committee could nmke the decision to exenpt the
officers. In effect, if Council passes this anendnent, they
would only be making Legislative Affairs conply with the
furl ough policy.

Dl SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED cl arifying which sections are proposed
as being exenpt fromthe furl ough policy.

PAM VARNI, Executive Director of the Legislative Affairs
Agency, noted that the last bullet of the Furlough Policy
woul d enable those sections to still work, it’s just that
enpl oyees would be giving up five days of personal |eave
wi t hout conpensation; then it would be fair to everybody.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED regarding |leave availability. Also
clarification that Legislative Budget & Audit would not be
included in this amendnent since they report to a different
conmittee.

SENATE PRESI DENT MEYER proposed to nmake an anendnent to the
anendnent. He said iif Legislative Finance and Legal
Services are too busy to take furlough, then Legislators
need to better police thenselves to not put such a burden
on those sections. He believed that LB&A and Security are a
little different, and since Budget & Audit are not part of
this amendnent, he would like to anmend the anendnent to
only include Security. He said he was synpathetic to the
fact that all the other sections are taking furlough; if
the Judicial Branch can do it, we should be able to do it
as wel |

DI SCUSSION FOLLONED to clarify the amendnent and the
amendnment to the amendnent.

SKI FF LOBAUGH, Human Resources O ficer, noted for nenbers
that the policy does not require any section or individual
to take furlough. He said the policy just says that if a
section or an individual is required to take furlough, this
this is how it would be inplenmented. The Legislature
deci ded who would take furlough; this policy does not say
who was required to take furlough. The amendnent that says,
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for instance, to exenpt Legal Services, those in Legal
Services who have already taken furlough, which was
i npl enmented by Meno of Agreenent, would lose a holiday if
the furlough they had taken fell next to a holiday, because
they wouldn't have the protection of the policy to allow
them to use furlough under holiday or health insurance
protection. He again stated that the proposed policy is an
adm nistrative tool that does not require someone to take
furlough; it sinply says that if an individual is required
to take furlough, Personnel wll process it wunder these
gui delines to nmaintain benefits.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWED further defining what the policy
| anguage  acconpl i shed; and  whet her the policy was
retroactive.

CHAI R STEVENS asked for a roll call vote on the anmendnent
to the anendnent, which was to allow only Security to be
exenpted fromthe Furl ough Policy.

Aroll call vote was taken on anendnent to anendnent.
YEAS: Meyer, Coghill, MacKi nnon, M cciche

NAYS: Chenaul t, Johnson, Kito, Herron, Stevens

The anendnent to the amendnent failed 4-5.

A roll call vote was taken on the anendnent to exenpt
Legi sl ative Finance, Legal Services, and Security from the
Furl ough Pol i cy.

YEAS: Kito

NAYS: Meyer , Coghi I I, MacKi nnon, M cci che, Chenaul t,
Johnson, Herron, Stevens

The anmendnent failed 1-8.

DI SCUSSI ON FOLLOWNED regardi ng potential budget inpacts of
adopting the Furlough Policy. Explanation that the policy
is sinmply allowng Personnel to process furlough taken
wi thout affecting an enployee’s benefits, holiday pay, etc.
Wthout this policy, Personnel would process furlough as
| eave wi t hout pay, which would negatively inpact enployees.

There being no further discussion, a roll call vote was
t aken on the notion.
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YEAS: Meyer, Coghill, MacKi nnon, M cciche, Chenault, Kito,
Herron, Stevens

NAYS: Johnson
The notion adopting the Furl ough Policy passed 8-1.

There being no further business before the comittee,
Legi slative Council adjourned at 5:25 p.m

5:25:47 PM
DRAFT - Legislative Branch Furl ough Policy - DRAFT

When necessary for budgetary constraints or for other
operational needs Legislative Branch enployees may be
pl aced on furlough as directed by their hiring authority.
Statutory hiring authority for the Legislative Branch is
set out in AS 24.10.200 (House and Senate Enployees), AS
24.10. 210 (Enpl oyees of Legislative Agencies), AS 24.20.050
(Executive Director and Staff Legislative Affairs Agency),
AS 24.20.221 (Staff Legislative Finance Division), AS
24.55.070 (Staff and Delegation Ofice of the Orbudsman),
and AS 24.65.070 (Staff and Delegation Ofice of Victins'
Ri ghts).

* Any day or period for which an enployee is furloughed
does not change an enployee's nerit anniversary date,
| eave base date, or |eave accrual.

* Any day or period for which an enployee is furloughed
does not jeopardize an enployee's eligibility for health
i nsur ance.

e Any day or period for which an enployee is furloughed
does not jeopardize an enployee's holiday eligibility.

* Any day or period for which an enployee is furloughed
does not count as |eave without pay for replacenent of
seasonal | eave w t hout pay.

* Any day or period for which an enployee is furloughed
does reduce the amount allocated to each individua
| egislator's personal service budgets and therefore
cannot be used to augnent the individual |egislators
range al |l ot nent.

e Any day or period for which an enmployee is furloughed
does count toward their mandatory | eave requirenents.

* An enployee may give up five days of personal |eave
wi t hout conpensation in lieu of taking five days of
furl ough.
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Enpl oyees are "furl oughed” when they are directed not to
report for work and required to take a period of wunpaid
absence from work. In order to count as a furlough the
absence nust be at least a full day in length. Furlough can
only be done in full day increments and cannot be done on
an hour for hour basis.

5:25:47 PM
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