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COW TTEE CALENDAR
SENATE BILL NO 98
"An Act relating to diagnosis, treatnment, and prescription of
drugs without a physical exam nation."
- MOVED CSSB 98(L&C) QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 98

SHORT TI TLE: PRESCRI PTI ON W THOUT PHYS. EXAM
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) M CCl CHE

04/ 07/ 15 (S READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
04/ 07/ 15 (S) HSS, L&C

04/ 13/ 15 (S) HSS AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
04/ 13/ 15 (S) Heard & Hel d

04/ 13/ 15 (S) M NUTE ( HSS)

01/ 25/ 16 (S) HSS AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
01/ 25/ 16 (S Schedul ed but Not Heard

01/ 27/ 16 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
01/ 27/ 16 (S) Heard & Hel d

01/ 27/ 16 (S) M NUTE ( HSS)

02/ 01/ 16 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
02/ 01/ 16 (S) Moved CSSB 98(HSS) Qut of Conmittee
02/ 01/ 16 (S) M NUTE ( HSS)

02/ 03/ 16 (S) HSS RPT CS 1DP 3NR NEW TI TLE
02/ 03/ 16 (S) DP: G ESSEL
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02/ 03/ 16 (S) NR: STEDMAN, ELLIS, STOLTZE

02/ 03/ 16 (S) FI N REFERRAL ADDED AFTER L&C

02/ 24/ 16 (S) L&C WAI VED PUBLI C HEARI NG NOTI CE, RULE
23

02/ 26/ 16 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)

02/ 26/ 16 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 26/ 16 (S) M NUTE (L&C)

03/ 01/ 16 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)

03/ 01/ 16 (S) Heard & Hel d

03/01/ 16 (S) M NUTE (L&C)

03/ 02/ 16 (S) L&C AT 1: 00 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

VWESTON El LER, Staff

Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing Committee and

Senator Ma Costello

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Revi ewed the changes in version N of SB 98.

SENATOR M CCI CHE

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of SB 98.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 03: 16 PM

CHAIR M A COSTELLO call ed the Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:03 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators G essel, Meyer, and Chair Costello

SB 98- PRESCRI PTI ON W THOUT PHYS. EXAM

1: 03: 32 PM

CHAI R COSTELLO announced consideration of SB 98. She stated that
this is the third hearing, public testinony is closed, and there
is a newconmttee substitute for the conmttee to consider.

1: 03: 51 PM
SENATOR G ESSEL noved to adopt the CS for SB 98, |abeled 29-
LSO838\ N, as the working docunent.

CHAI R COSTELLO objected for discussion purposes. She asked M.
Eiler to go over the changes.

SENATE L&C COW TTEE - 2- March 2, 2016



WESTON  El LER, Staff, Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing
Conmm ttee and Senator Costello, told the commttee that version
N of SB 98 reflects the coments and requests nenbers nade
during the previous hearing. The first change incorporates the
conceptual anendnent that was adopted on 3/1/16. The | anguage in

Section 5, page 4, lines 7-9, paragraph (2), reads as foll ows:
(2) prescri be, di spense, or adm ni ster a
prescription drug in response to an | nt er net

questionnaire or electronic mail nessage to a person
with whom the physician does not have a prior
physi ci an-patient rel ationship.

The second and final change, also in Section 5, is conpromse
| anguage added to address concerns articulated by the Al aska
State Medical Association (ASMA). On page 4, lines 10-13, a new
subsection (e) is added to AS 08.64. 364 that reads as foll ows:

(e) The board nay adopt regulations to require a
tel enedi cine business offering services in the state
to register with the board before offering services.
In this subsection, "telenedicine business" nmeans a
nmedi cal practice primarily engaged in the delivery of
t el enedi ci ne services.

1: 05: 57 PM
SENATOR M CCI CHE j oi ned t he audi ence.

CHAI R COSTELLO found no question and renoved her objection. She
asked if there was further objection.

SENATOR G ESSEL objected to adopting version N. She pointed out
that Section 3 relating to duties of the board only references
i ndi vi dual s, not businesses, yet new subsection (e) in Section 5
expands the duties of the board to include oversight of
busi nesses. She further pointed out that this expands the
purvi ew of the board and would allow it to wite regulations for
medi cal businesses. This will defeat free market conpetition and
i nnovation and the |egislature would have no control over those
regul ations. The third point is that the |anguage in subsection
(e) wll serve to further restrict conpetition and continue to
adversely affect the cost of health care in Alaska that it is
al ready the highest in the nation.

1:10: 28 PM
At ease
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1:20:46 PM

CHAI R COSTELLO reconvened the neeting and asked if there was
[ continued] objection to adopting the work draft version N of SB
98.

SENATOR d ESSEL renoved her objection.
CHAI R COSTELLO announced that version N is adopted.

SENATOR G ESSEL offered Conceptual Anendnent 1 to version N of
SB 98.

CONCEPTUAL ANMENDVENT 1
Insert a new Section 6 on page 4 that states:
The Departrment of Conmerce, Conmmunity and Econonic
Devel opnent shall maintain a register of telenedicine
busi nesses doing business in Al aska, which includes
the name, address and contact nunber for those
busi nesses.
Renunber subsequent sections.
Del ete the | anguage on page 4, |lines 10-13.
CHAI R COSTELLO found no objection and announced that Conceptua

Amendrment 1 is adopted. She asked the sponsor if he would |ike
to offer final coments.

1:22:29 PM
SENATOR M CCI CHE, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of SB 98,
recogni zed his staff for their hard work on the bill and thanked

the Chair for standing tall and taking the tine to nake sure
that it was ready to nove on to the next conmttee of referral.

SENATOR MEYER asked if he had any comment on the anmendnent that
was j ust adopt ed.

SENATOR M CCI CHE said he believes the anmendnent is appropriate
and he appreciates Senator Gessel for offering it. This
achieves the goal of ensuring there is a way to contact
tel ehealth businesses and understand who is operating them
wi thout |eaving the potential for burdensonme regulations from
t he Board of Medi cine.

SENATE L&C COW TTEE -4- March 2, 2016



CHAI R COSTELLO offered her wunderstanding that the anmendnent
sinply asks the departnment to maintain a list of the nanes,
addresses, and contact nunbers for these conpani es.

SENATOR G ESSEL noved to report the CS for SB 98, 29-LS0838\N as
anended, from committee wth individual recomendations and
attached fiscal note(s).

CHAIR COSTELLO found no objection and announced that CSSB
98(L&C) is reported from the Senate Labor and Commerce Standing
Conmi ttee.

1:24:59 PM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee,
Chair Costello adjourned the Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing
Conmttee nmeeting at 1:24 p.m
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