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“"An Act relating to the appointnent of a nobile intensive care
paranmedic to the State Medical Board; relating to nmedical review
organi zations; relating to imunity pertaining to automated
external defibrillators; and providing for an effective date."
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SB 14 on behal f of the sponsor.

SENATOR JOHN COGHI LL

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of SB 14.

THOVAS MEYER, President

Par anedi ¢ Associ ation of Al aska

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 14.

DON HUDSEN, MD.
Anchor age, Al aska,
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 14.

M TCH FLYNN, Fire Chief

St eese Vol unteer Fire Departnent

Fai r banks, Al aska,

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 14.

ROBERT M VOSTRY, representing hinself
Pal mer, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 14.

KATHLEEN MCLERON, representing herself
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 14.

SARA CHAMBERS, Director

Di vi si on of Corporations, Business, and Professional Licensing
Depart ment of Comrerce, Conmunity and Econom c Devel opnent

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ained that the fiscal notes for SB 14
and SB 71.

JANE CONWAY, St aff

Senator Cathy G essel

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Delivered a sectional analysis for SB 71

CHAD HOPE, Pharmacy Program Manager

Medi cai d Assi stance Adm nistration
Division of Health Care Services
Department of Health and Soci al Services
Anchor age, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Di scussed the fiscal note for SB 71

SCOTT WATTS, representing hinself

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as a pharmacist in support of SB
71.

JASON TAPLEY, representing hinself

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified as a pharmacist in support of SB
71.

BARRY CHRI STENSEN, Co- Chair

Al aska Phar maci st Associ ation

Ket chi kan, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 71

RYAN RUGGLES, District Pharmacy Manager

Carrs Saf eway Al aska

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 71

AMBER BRI GGS representing hersel f

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as a pharmacist in support of SB
71.

LI S HOUCHEN, Northwest Regional Director

Nat i onal Association of Chain Drug Stores

A ynpi a, Washi ngt on

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of SB 71

ANDREW HEMENWAY, Appoi nt ee

Wor kers' Conpensati on Appeal s Conmm ssi on

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers'
Conpensati on Appeal s Comnm ssi on.

PAMELA CLI NE, Appoi nt ee

Wor kers' Conpensati on Board

Wasill a, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers'
Conpensat i on Board.

CHUCK COLLINS JR., Appointee

Al aska Workers' Conpensation Board
Juneau, Al aska
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PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers'
Conpensati on Board.

JACOB HOADESHELL, Appoi ntee

Wor kers' Conpensati on Board

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers
Conpensati on Board.

LI NDA HUTCHI NGS, Appoi nt ee

Al aska Workers' Conpensation Board

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers
Conpensati on Board.

RI CK TRAI NI, Appoi nt ee

Wor kers' Conpensati on Board

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers'
Conpensati on Board.

PATRI CI A VOLLENDORF, Appoi ntee

Al aska Wirkers' Conpensation Board

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers'
Conpensat i on Board.

LAKE W LLI AMS, Appoi nt ee

Al aska Wrkers' Conpensation Board

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers'
Conpensati on Board.

ROBERT WEEL, Appoi ntee

Wor kers' Conpensati on Board

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Wrkers'
Conpensati on Board.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 30: 53 PM

CHAIR M A COSTELLO call ed the Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:30 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Ellis, Myer, and Chair Costello. Senators
Stevens and G essel joined the commttee soon thereafter.
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SB 29- STATE MEDI CAL BOARD MEMBERSHI P

1: 32: 23 PM
CHAI R COSTELLO announced the consideration of SB 29. "An Act
relating to the nenbership of the State Medical Board."

SENATOR KEVIN MEYER, speaking as sponsor, advised that SB 29
adds a nobile intensive care paranedic (MCP) seat to the State

Medical Board. He introduced the bill at the request of a
constituent and afterward becanme aware of Senator Coghill's SB
14 that is broader in scope. He deferred his bill to Senator
Coghil1's nmore conprehensive | egislation.

1:33:19 PM

SENATOR STEVENS j oi ned the conmm ttee.
CHAI R COSTELLO held SB 29 in comm ttee.

SB  14- EMERGENCY MED. SERVI CES; DEFI BRI LLATORS

1:33: 42 PM

CHAI R COSTELLO announced the consideration of SB 14. "An Act
relating to the appointnent of a nobile intensive care paranedic
to the State Medical Board; relating to nedical review
organi zations; relating to imunity pertaining to autonated
external defibrillators; and providing for an effective date.”

SENATOR JOHN COGHILL, sponsor of SB 14, stated that this
| egislation adds a paranedic to the State Medical Board and
gives energency nedical service (EMS) agencies protections for
peer review activities. He deferred further introduction to his
staff.

1:35:23 PM
SENATOR G ESSEL joined the commttee.

JORDAN SHI LLING Staff, Senator John Coghill, stated that SB 14
does three things: 1) it adds a paranedic to the State Mdi cal
Board; 2) it add EMS agencies and fire departnents to the peer
review statutes; and 3) it repeals problematic |anguage in AS
09. 65.087, the automated external defibrillator statutes.

He reviewed the bill sections and the rationale for the bill. He
explained that the State Medical Board regulates five nedical
professions in Alaska - physicians, osteopathic doctors,

physician assistants (PA), podiatrists, and paranedics. The
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board has five physician seats, one PA seat, and two public
seats. Paranedi cs have been regul ated by the board for nore than
30 years and the sponsor feels that giving this distinctly
different profession a seat is |long overdue. Despite the |ack of
representation, the board plays a significant role in the lives
of paranedics by disciplining, levying fines, and making fina
licensing decisions. Adding an EMS seat wll broaden the
perspective of the board and add the expertise of prehospital
medicine. He reported that there are currently 463 active
paramedics in Alaska. These professionals, the State Medical
Board, and the five physicians that sit on the board support the
| egi sl ation.

SENATOR COGHILL asked M. Shilling to discuss the peer review
process.

MR. SHI LLI NG expl ai ned that peer review is a rigorous evaluation
process that healthcare organi zations use to nonitor and inprove
patient care. Hospitals generally have a peer review conmttee
to look at patient docunentation, review reports and give
feedback, all of which is statutorily protected from discovery
in acivil trial. This is an inportant protection that pronotes
honest, candid feedback. Al 50 states provide this protection
and many are adding it for EMS agenci es because they go through
the sanme rigorous evaluation process. The sponsor feels EM
agenci es shoul d be extended the sane protection as hospitals.

MR SHI LLING read a statenent froma national EMS assessnent.

For EMS systens to be used to their maxi num potenti al
with respect to performance inprovenent, peer review
protection is required and should be the goal of every
St ate.

He highlighted that a group of EMS experts |ast year recomrended
that the legislature provide statutory protection from di scovery
for quality inprovenment activities related to EMS care. The bil
provides this protection in Sections 2-4.

1:41:24 PM

SENATOR STEVENS asked if paranmedics would be in a position to
make a disciplinary |licensing decisions about a physician or PA
MR. SHI LLI NG answer ed yes.

SENATOR STEVENS asked if paranedics would be confortable being
in that position.
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MR. SHI LLI NG answer ed yes.

SENATOR COGHILL clarified that the paranedic menber would have
one vote, the physicians would have five votes, the PA one vote
and the public nenber one vote.

SENATOR G ESSEL asked if paranedics have been m srepresented or
if disciplinary action has been inappropriate.

1:43:55 PM
MR. SHI LLING replied he has anecdotal evidence that not having a
voi ce has negatively affected the profession and sonme paranedics
personal |l y.

SENATOR COGHI LL added that the unique circunstance of paranedics
isn't addressed to their satisfaction.

1:45:17 PM
CHAI R COSTELLO asked if adding a paranmedic to the State Medica
Board follows a national trend.

MR. SHILLING replied he hasn't reviewed what other states have
done, but Al aska is sonmewhat unique in that EMIs are under the
purvi ew of the Departnment of Health and Social Services (DHSS)
wher eas paranedi cs and physicians are under the purview of the
State Medical Board.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked if the physicians on the board have given
verbal or witten support for the |egislation.

MR  SHILLING advised that on January 13 the board voted
unani nously to support this concept and wote a letter to that
effect.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked him to describe the value of nmaking this
change, and if he'd heard any argunents for maintaining the
stat us quo.

MR. SHILLING said the value is having soneone with prehospital
expertise being involved in discussions that regulate their
prof ession. The sponsor's office has heard mld opposition from
the Alaska State Medical Association, just as they opposed
giving PAs a seat a few years ago. Their suggestion is to
desi gnate one of the public seats as public or paranedic.
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CHAI R COSTELLO noted the letter from the Alaska State Mdica
Associ ation that was just distributed. She asked the sponsor to
respond to the suggestion M. Shilling described.

SENATOR COGHILL said he sees equal value in having people who
are not in the industry on a board and those who are regul ated
by the board.

1:50: 38 PM
CHAI R COSTELLO opened public testinmny on SB 14.

1:51: 06 PM

THOVAS MEYER, President, Paranedic Association of Al aska, voiced
support for adding a paranedic to the State Medical Board
because they currently do not have representation. The board's
terms of initial licensure requirenents, the ternms of renewals,
and disciplines are anong if not the strictest and nost punitive
in the country. Mobil Intensive Care Paramedics (M CPs) perneate
the system in vital areas for energency care. They are
firefighters responding to nedical and fire energencies; they
provi de energency services in industrial and renote sites; EMI
teachers are alnost all paranmedics; they are in |aw enforcenent
speci al operations; SWAT and field officers are often EMIs and
par anmedi cs; para rescuers working for the Air National Guard are
MCPs; the U S. Coast CGuard has MCPs licensed in Al aska; and
air medivac services require an M CP on board.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked if he could support the statenent that the
State Medical Board is the nbost punitive in the country.

MR. MEYER replied the national registry of state nedical board
actions and fines on these |licensees shows that Al aska has been
in the top five nost punitive for many years.

1:55:31 PM

DON HUDSEN, MD., Anchorage, Alaska, said he's an ER doctor who
has worked as a nedivac in renote areas of Al aska, as a nedica
director, and with several paranedic schools. Wen he served on
the State Medical Board it was disconcerting to see that the
nmenbers really didn't know what paramedics did for a living. He
was pleased when he saw the bill come up because he and others
have supported having a paranedic on the board since 1981.

1:57:25 PM

MTCH FLYNN, Fire Chief, Steese Volunteer Fire Departnent,
Fai r banks, Al aska, stated support for adding a paranedic to the
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State Medical Board, but expressed concern that SB 14 doesn't
extend peer review protection to volunteer fire departnents.

ROBERT "MEL" VOSTRY, representing hinself, Palner, Al aska,
testified in support of SB 14. He has been a state-licensed
paranedi ¢ since 1984 and has been involved with EMS since 1979.
He explained that the first paranmedics chose to be under the
purview of the State Medical Board in the hopes of eventually
attaining a professional status. The field of nedicine has
evolved in the last 45 years and being a paranedic is no |onger
sinply serving on an anbulance. They now attend a 1-2 year
uni versity-level accredited program The State Medical Board is
made up of physicians and nost recently a physician assistant,
and those professionals may or may not know anything about what
a paranmedic does in the field or their |level of education.

MR. VOSTRY said he values the stringent requirenents that
paranmedics are held to by the Medical Board, but they should
have a voi ce.

2:04: 35 PM

KATHLEEN MCLERON, representing herself, Anchorage, Al aska,
testified in support of SB 14. She relayed that she is a
I i censed physician assistant (PA) and a |icensed paranedic. The
State Medical Board regulates the practice of PAs and paranedics
and she was pleased when PAs got representation on the board

She expressed strong support for giving paranmedics simlar
representation, describing it as a logical next step for the
State Medi cal Board.

2:05: 58 PM

CHAI R COSTELLO found no further testifiers and closed public
testimony on SB 14. She invited Sara Chanbers to explain the
fiscal note.

2:06:42 PM
At ease from2:06 p.m to 2:07 p. m

2:07:43 PM

SARA  CHAMBERS, Pr of essi onal Li censing Operations Manager,
Di vision of Corporations, Business, and Professional Licensing

Department of Comrerce, Community and Economi c Devel opnent,
explained that the fiscal note reflects the estimted addition
cost for travel for the State Medical Board. The board is
statutorily required to hold quarterly neetings and has found it
benefits from face-to-face nmeetings so it travels throughout the
state. Sonme of the travel is to renpte areas to ensure that the
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nessage is clear that the voice in rural Alaska is valued. The
estimate, based on past travel expenses, is $7,000 per person
per year.

SENATOR G ESSEL pointed out that this falls wunder receipt
servi ces, which neans the board pays for it.

CHAIR COSTELLO asked what the fees are for paranedics and
physi ci ans.

M5. CHAMBERS explained that the biannual |Iicensing fee for
paranmedics is $50 and physicians pay $300 biannually. Receipt
supported services and any additional costs are borne by
i censees of the board.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked if the board is operating in the black and
if the fees wll change.

M5. CHAMBERS reported that at the end of FY2014, the State
Medi cal Board had a surplus of over $600, 000.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked if the licensing fees are expected to go
down or remain the sane.

M5. CHAMBERS replied they will remain the sane this year but may
go up after the next analysis, depending on whether or not fees
fromnew |icensees offset rising costs.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked if, in addition to the regularly schedul ed
nmeeti ngs, the board neets on an as-needed basi s.

M5. CHAMBERS confirmed that all the boards in the division neet
at the will of the board, while adhering to the Open Meetings
Act. When the board deens it appropriate, a mail balloting
system can be enpl oyed.

SENATOR G ESSEL asked about the repeal |anguage in Section 5.

2:11:54 PM

MR. SHILLING explained that it repeals an exception to immunity
related to automatic external defibrillators (AED) if the use of
the device is not preceded by enployer-provided training. The
sponsor believes that the use of an AED is straightforward and
has heard that the training requirenent tends to inhibit an
enpl oyer from having a device on the prem ses. This concern was
brought forward by the chief of the university fire departnent
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in Fairbanks who had noticed a decrease in the use of AEDs in
publ i c spaces.

CHAlI R COSTELLO hel d SB 14 in conmi ttee f or further
consi derati on.

SB 71- VACCI NE CERTI FI CATI ON FOR PHARVACI STS

2:14. 07 PM

CHAI R COSTELLO announced the consideration of SB 71. "An Act
relating to the practice of pharmacy; and relating to the
adm ni stration of vaccines and rel ated energency nedi cations."”

2:14:18 PM
SENATOR CATHY QG ESSEL, Sponsor of SB 71 introduced the
| egi sl ati on paraphrasing the foll ow ng sponsor statenent:

Currently, Al aska pharmacists require oversight by a
medi cal doctor or nurse practitioner to oversee their
i mmuni zation authority. SB 71 wll give already-
trained and certified pharnmacists authority to
i mmuni ze Al aska adults and children w thout having to
contract with often hard-to-find doct or s/ nurse
practitioners to oversee their imunization prograns.

This bill wll particularly help rural pharnacies
increase their reach to populations who often see
their phar maci st nor e of ten t han a medi ca

prof essional. Consunmers would enjoy nore flexibility
with their schedul es and cost savings by being able to
access their | ocal phar maci st for cruci al

i mmuni zati ons.

SB 71 expands authority for Alaska pharmacists to
i ndependently adm nister all vaccines and woul d reduce
burdensone coll aborative practice agreenments. Studies
have shown that states in which pharmacists are
granted broad authority to admnister vaccines have
hi gher i muni zati on rates.

In 2013 Al askan pharmaci sts adm nistered over 13,000
flu vaccines and this legislation wuld significantly
i nprove access to additional vaccinations and public
health as a result. | ask for your support to expand
t he authority of phar maci st s to i ndependent |y
adm ni ster vaccinations.
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2:17:32 PM
JANE CONVAY, Staff, Senator Cathy G essel, provi ded the
foll ow ng sectional analysis for SB 71

Section 1 authorizes the Board of Pharmacy (board) to
establish standards for the independent adm nistration
of vaccines and related energency nedications,
i ncluding the conpletion of training.

Section 2 permts a pharmacist to independently
adm ni ster vaccines and related energency nedications
if the pharmacist is in conpliance with the board's
standards. Defines "rel ated emergency nedi cation.™

Section 3 adds the independent administration of
vaccines and related energency nedications to the
definition of the practice of pharmacy."

SENATOR MEYER asked if other states extend this authority to
phar maci st s.

M5. CONWAY answered yes, but she didn't know which states grant
the authority. A study [copy in packets] that Walgreens
conducted concluded that states that offer pharmacists ful

i mmuni zation privileges have higher vaccination uptick rates
than states with restricted or no authorization.

SENATOR MEYER asked how many states extend this privilege to
phar maci st s.

MS. CONWAY said she didn't have that information
CHAI R COSTELLO suggested she follow up with the information.
2:20: 50 PM

SENATOR MEYER asked if Medicaid would pay for a pharmacist to
adm ni ster the vacci ne.

M5. CONWAY replied the bill received a second fiscal note today
t hat addresses Medicaid. She deferred further explanation to the
Medi cai d representati ve who was avail abl e on |ine.

SENATOR STEVENS asked what happens to the patient records when a
vaccine is adm ni stered by a pharnaci st.

M5. CONWAY explained that all inmunizations nust be reported to
VacTr AK, the State of Al aska | nmunization Information System
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SENATOR d ESSEL confirned that was correct.

CHAIR COSTELLO asked if |lost vaccination records could be
accessed there.

M5. CONVWAY answered yes; each person's individual vaccinations
are recorded.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked for an explanation of the DHSS fiscal note.

2:23: 03 PM

SARA  CHAMBERS, Pr of essi onal Li censing Operations Manager,
D vision of Corporations, Business, and Professional Licensing
Departnment of Comrerce, Community and Econonic Devel oprent,
explained that the average cost for a typical regulations
programis $2,500 and the fiscal note speaks to that cost.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked if it's a request for services application
(RSA) for the Departnent of Law.

M5. CHAMBERS expl ai ned that the RSA covers the cost of the |egal
review as well as postage, mnmmiling, and printing of the
regul ations that are sent to the |licensees for conment.

SENATOR G ESSEL asked for confirmation that there would be no
additional cost if these regulations were coupled with other
regul ati ons the board was al ready doi ng.

M5. CHAMBERS agreed that the fiscal note could be | ower and have
a lesser inpact to licensees if there was an ongoi ng regul ations
proj ect .

CHAI R COSTELLO asked M. Hope to review the DHSS fiscal note,
OVB Conponent Nunber: 242.

2:25:27 PM

CHAD HOPE, Pharmacy Program Manager, Medi caid Assi stance
Adm ni stration, Division of Health Care Services, Departnent of
Health and Soci al Services, explained that rule 42 CFR
455.410(b) of the Affordable Care Act requires Medicaid prograns
to pay for covered services only when they are ordered,
render ed, or referred by enrol |l ed Medi cai d provi ders.
Pharmaci sts currently are not individually enrolled by Al aska
Medi caid, just pharmacies. To satisfy the federal requirenent
for paying clainms from an enrolled ordering provider, individual
pharmaci sts woul d need to be enroll ed.
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DHSS has not estimated any additional costs for the services,
but it has estimated an additional $50,000 to nodify the clains
processi ng systemto enroll individual pharmacists.

SENATOR G ESSEL said she wi shes there was a way around the cost.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked if the effective date of the bill needed to
be anmended if the <clains processing system couldn't enrol
phar maci sts before 7/1/2016.

VR. HOPE confirned that it was extremely unlikely that
pharmaci sts could be enrolled prior to 7/1/16.

SENATOR MEYER requested additional explanation of the $50, 000.

MR HOPE explained that the $50,000 is the estimated cost to
either enroll a new provider type or add a subtype to the clains
processing system It is not intended to be used for any
activity outside the enroll nment of pharmacists.

MR. MEYER asked if this is a one-tine expense.
MR. HOPE answered yes.

2:31:53 PM
CHAI R COSTELLO opened public testinmony on SB 71

2:32: 25 PM

SCOTT WATTS, representing hinself, Juneau, Alaska, said he is a
practicing pharmacist testifying in support of SB 71. New
pharmaci sts are comng out of school having been trained to
adm ni ster t hese vacci nes. This wll eventually reduce
heal thcare costs while retaining the safety and tracking of the
vacci nes.

JASON TAPLEY, representing hinmself, Juneau, Al aska, said he is a
pharmaci st who is new to Juneau testifying in support of SB 71.
He described working in a retail pharmacy in South Carolina, and
opined that it will be nuch easier and nore cost-effective to
al | ow pharmaci sts to i ndependent|y adm ni ster vacci nes.

2:36: 31 PM

BARRY CHRI STENSEN, Co-Chair Legislative Association, Al aska
Phar maci st Association (APA), said he is a second generation
community pharmacist in Ketchikan testifying in support of SB
71. He described the bill as a win-win-win. It wll help
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increase access to inmunizations; it will hel p decrease
heal thcare costs for enployers; and it wll help pharmacies
reduce paperwork. Wth regard to the fiscal note, he opined that
t he $50, 000 woul d be returned to the state very quickly.

2:39:43 PM

RYAN RUGGLES, District Pharnmacy Manager, Carrs Safeway Al aska,
testified in support of SB 71. Prevention of disease is a
keystone to a healthy society and this one way to help achieve
it. Phar macy- based i mruni zati ons are saf e, conveni ent,
economcal, and effective. Safeway has been admnistering
vacci nations since 2003 and received the American Pharnmacists
Associ ation | muni zati on Chanpi on Awar d in 2014. Most
pharmaci sts have taken classes to get their degree regarding
i mruni zations and nost have taken post-graduation continuing
education courses. He discussed the low incidence of flu and
tetanus inocul ati ons anong Al askans and opined that easier and
nore consi stent access will increase participation.

MR. RUGGLES explained that the current nodel to give
vaccinations requires a collaborative practice agreenent wth
the provider, the pharmacist in charge, and the location that's
speci fied. Wen the managi ng pharnaci st changes, the ability to
i muni ze |apses until there is a new collaborative practice
agreenent. That can take fromthree to six nonths.

Responding to an earlier question about tracking inmmunizations,
he confirnmed that Safeway participates in VacTrAK and provides
notice to whichever physician the patient has specified. He
concluded that the ultimate goal is to keep Al askans heal thy and
this bill noves in that direction

2:44: 32 PM

AMBER BRIGGS representing herself, said she is a hospital
pharmaci st from Soldotna testifying in support of SB 71. She
di scussed the rigorous training that pharnacists receive in the
adm nistration of vacci nes, di sease epi dem ol ogy, vacci ne
characteristics, and related topics. Responding to Senator
Meyer's question, she reported that 16 states currently do not
require a physician protocol prescription to admnister a
vacci nati on.

SENATOR G ESSEL reviewed Ms. Briggs credentials and asked how

many years of schooling it takes to receive a doctor of pharnmacy
degr ee.
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M5. BRIGGS replied it takes four years of pharnacy school and
two to four years of undergraduate work

SENATOR G ESSEL noted that is simlar to a physician.
MS. BRI GGS agr eed.
2:47:30 PM

LIS HOUCHEN, Northwest Regional Director, National Association
of Chain Drug Stores, testified in support of SB 71 to allow

phar maci st s to i ndependent |y prescribe and adm ni ster
i mmuni zations. In 2012 only 1.2 percent of Al askans were
i mmuni zed for influenza, giving it the rank of 49th in the
country. She enphasized that renmoving the collaborative
agreenent requirement wll streamline the admnistration of
vacci nes.

2:49: 07 PM

CHAI R COSTELLO announced she would hold SB 71 for further
consi derati on.

CONFI RVATI ON_ HEARI NGS

Wor kers' Conpensati on Appeal s Conm ssi on

2:49: 23 PM
CHAI R COSTELLO announced the final order of business would be
confirmation hearings. She recognized M. Henmenway as an

appointee to the W rkers' Conpensation Appeals Conm ssion, and
reviewed the comm ssion's jurisdiction.

ANDREW  HEMENWAY, Appoi nt ee, Wor ker s’ Conmpensation Appeal s
Comm ssion, stated that he is an admnistrative law judge wth
the Ofice of Adm nistrative Hearings. He has prior experience
with workers' conpensation as a staff attorney for the Al aska
Suprene Court and in private practice. He explained that he is
approaching retirenment and decided it was a good tinme to submt
his name for this position. He is doing so with the know edge
that the conmi ssion is |ooking at making sone structural changes
that could include elimnating it altogether and sending the
appeals to the superior court. He offered to answer questions.

CHAI R COSTELLO found no questions and thanked M. Henenway.

Al aska Workers' Conpensation Board
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CHAIR COSTELLO reviewed the conposition of the Wrkers'
Conmpensation Board and asked Ms. Cline to tell the conmmttee
about her interest in serving.

2:53:26 PM

PAMELA CLINE, Appointee, Wrkers' Conpensation Board, said she
would like to be reappointed to the board as a representative of
[ abor. This is an inportant role to ensure that injured workers
get treated and return to work as soon as possible. In response
to a question fromthe chair, she stated that she is a business
representative at the |IBEW Local 1547. Prior to that she worked
as a certified pharmacy technician and as a representative for
the bargaining unit at Mat Su Regional [Medical Center].

CHAIR COSTELLO asked M. Collins to tell the conmttee about
hi nself and his interest in continuing to serving.

2:54: 35 PM

CHUCK COLLINS JR, Appointee, Alaska W rkers' Conpensation
Board, said he was a business owner for 20 years and now works
for the State of Alaska. He's been involved in many commttees
and organizations in Juneau over the vyears. A previous
adm ni stration asked him to serve as an industry representative
and he's found it to be a very rewardi ng experience. He and the
| abor representative in Juneau do the self-insurance overvi ew.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked M. Howdeshell to tell the conmittee about
hi msel f and why he is interested in serving.

2:57:53 PM

JACOB HOWNDESHELL, Appointee, Wrkers' Conpensation Board, said
he's a union representative of Laborers Local 942 in Fairbanks.
He's been in the industry for about 10 years and wants to serve
on the board to bring as nuch parity as possible.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked Ms. Hutchings to tell the commttee about
hersel f and why she is interested in serving.

2:59:09 PM

LI NDA HUTCHI NGS, Appointee, Al aska Wrkers' Conpensation Board

said she lives in Soldotna and was first appointed to the board
in 2005. She's been actively involved in worker's conpensation
as a business owner for the last 40 years and as an enpl oyee
that m ght be injured. She believes that in the last five to six
years the board has acconplished a lot and she | ooks forward to
hel pi ng continue that trend.
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CHAI R COSTELLO asked M. Traini to tell the conmttee about
hi msel f and why he is interested in serving.

3:00: 26 PM
RI CK TRAI NI, Appoi ntee, Wrkers' Conpensation Board, said he has
worked for Teansters Local 959 since 2007. He was first

appointed to the board to fill a partial term in 2010 and was
appointed to a second term in 2012. He would appreciate the
opportunity to serve again. |It's an inportant adjudicative

process that allows injured workers to see |abor and industry
lay nmenbers from the community and feel that sonebody wll
listen and they'll get a fair hearing when there's a dispute.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked Ms. Vollendorf to tell the conmttee about
hersel f and why she is interested in continuing to serve.

3:01:46 PM

PATRI CI A VOLLENDORF, Appointee, Alaska W rkers' Conpensation
Board, said she was a teacher in Anchorage from 1963 until she
retired in 1993. She served on the board from 1993 to 1997 and
from 2004 until the present. She has seen a |ot of changes on
the board and nost are for the better. She has enjoyed the
service and | ooks forward to conti nui ng.

CHAI R COSTELLO asked M. Willians to tell the commttee about
hi msel f and why he is interested in continuing to serve.

3:02:32 PM
LAKE WLLIAMS, Appointee, Al aska Wrkers' Conpensation Board,
said this will be his second term on the board. He currently

works as the District 7 Representative for the International
Uni on of Operating Engineers Local 302 in Fairbanks. He |isted
his board nenberships and relayed that he has a bachelor's
degree in business adm nistration. He has enjoyed serving on the
board and would |ike to continue.

CHAIR COSTELLO asked M. Wel to tell the commttee about
hi msel f and why he is interested in continuing to serve.

3:03: 57 PM

ROBERT WEEL, Appointee, Wrkers' Conpensation Board, said he's
served as an industry representative since 2006 and feels he has
a good understanding of the hearing process. He would enjoy
serving another term
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SENATOR G ESSEL commented that she finds it interesting that
there is no a limt on the nunber of terns soneone can serve on
the Workers' Conpensation Board.

CHAI R COSTELLO agreed that this board has a lot of |ongevity.
She thanked the nom nees and announced she would set the nanes
aside and report all the nomnations from the Senate Labor and
Commerce Standing Conmittee in one group. [The nanmes were
advanced on 3/31/2015.]

3:06:31 PM

There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
Chair Costello adjourned the Senate Labor and Comrerce Standing
Comm ttee neeting at 3:06 p.m

SENATE L&C COW TTEE - 20- March 17, 2015



