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MEMBERS PRESENT
Senator Lesil McQ@iire, Chair
Senat or John Coghill, Vice Chair

Senator Bill W el echowski
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Senator Ma Costello
Senator Peter M cciche

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG
Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics
Bl LL GORDON - Fairbanks

- CONFI RVATI ON ADVANCED

SENATE BI LL NO 121
"An Act relating to a security freeze on the consuner credit
report of a mnor."

- MOVED CSSB 121(JUD) QUT OF COW TTEE

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 83(JUD)

"An  Act relating to «collecting information about civil
l[itigation by the Alaska Judicial Council; repealing Rule
41(a)(3), Alaska Rules of GCivil Procedure, and Rules 511(c) and
(e), Alaska Rules of Appellate Procedure; and providing for an
effective date.”

- HEARD & HELD
SENATE BILL NO. 174
"An Act relating to the regulation of firearnms and knives by the
University of Al aska."

- SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
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BILL: SB 121
SHORT TI TLE: SECURI TY FREEZE ON M NOR S CREDI T REPORT
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) MEYER

01/ 19/ 16 (S) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 8/ 16

01/ 19/ 16 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 19/ 16 (S) L&C, JUD

01/ 26/ 16 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)
01/ 26/ 16 (S) Heard & Hel d

01/ 26/ 16 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

01/ 28/ 16 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)
01/ 28/ 16 (S) Moved SB 121 Qut of Conmittee
01/ 28/ 16 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

01/ 29/ 16 (S) L&C RPT 4DP

01/ 29/ 16 (S) DP: COSTELLO, G ESSEL, MEYER, ELLIS
02/ 08/ 16 (S) JUD AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)
02/ 08/ 16 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 08/ 16 (S) M NUTE( JUD)

02/ 17/ 16 (S) JUD AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)

BILL: HB 83
SHORT TI TLE:. REPEAL COLLECTION OF CIVIL LITIG |NFO
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) LEDOUX

01/ 28/ 15 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 28/ 15 (H JUD

02/ 06/ 15 (H) JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 06/ 15 (H) <Bi |l Hearing Cancel ed>

02/ 13/ 15 (H) JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 13/ 15 (H <Bi |l Hearing Cancel ed>

02/ 20/ 15 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 20/ 15 (H Heard & Held

02/ 20/ 15 (H M NUTE( JUD)

03/ 02/ 15 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 02/ 15 (H <Bi || Hearing Cancel ed>

03/ 04/ 15 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 04/ 15 (H Moved CSHB 83(JUD) Qut of Conmittee
03/ 04/ 15 (H M NUTE( JUD)

03/ 06/ 15 (H JUD RPT CS(JUD) 4DP 1DNP

03/ 06/ 15 (H DP: CLAMAN, CRUENBERG, FOSTER, LEDOUX
03/ 06/ 15 (H) DNP: KELLER

04/ 07/ 15 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 07/ 15 (H VERSI ON:  CSHB 83( JUD)

04/ 08/ 15 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
04/ 08/ 15 (S) JUD, FIN

04/ 15/ 15 (S) JUD AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)
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04/ 15/ 15 (S Schedul ed but Not Heard
02/ 17/ 16 (S) JUD AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 (TSBI dg)

W TNESS REG STER

Bl LL GORDAON, Nom nee

Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics, public seat

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as a nominee to the Select
Comm ttee on Legislative Ethics, public seat.

SENATOR MEYER

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of SB 121.

EDRA MORLEDCE, St af f

Senat or Kevi n Meyer

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Descri bed the changes in the CS for SB 121.

GABRI ELLE LEDQOUX

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HB 83.

SUZANNE DI Pl ETRO, Executive Director

Al aska Judi ci al Counci

Al aska Court System

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 83.

M CHELLE V. M NOR, Attorney

Law O fice of Mchelle V. M nor

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 83.

KEN P JACOBUS, Attorney

Law O fice of Kenneth P Jacobus

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 83.

SARAH BADTEN, Attorney

G oh Eggers LLC

Anchor age Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 83.
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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:33:29 PM

VICE CHAIR JOHN COGHI LL called the Senate Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:33 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Wel echowski, and Vice Chair Coghill. Chair
McGuire arrived shortly thereafter

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG
Select Coonmttee on Legislative Ethics

1: 33: 45 PM
VICE CHAIR COGH LL announced the first order of business would
be to hear from Bill Gordon who is the Chief Justice nom nee to

the Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics. He noted that Chair
McGQuire reported that there had been no push-back on this
nom nation. He related that he knows M. Gordon well enough to
feel confident that he will do a good job on this conmttee.

1:34: 06 PM

BI LL GORDON, Nomi nee, Select Conmmttee on Legislative Ethics,
public seat, Fairbanks, Alaska said he's been before the
committee two tines before for confirmation to the Board of
Governors of the Alaska Bar and the Al aska Judicial Council. He
related that he is a lifelong Al askan, has lived nostly in the
Interior and has served in both the public and private sectors
in his career. Chief Justice Stowers called and asked if he
woul d serve on this comrittee and he had to admit he'd never
heard of it. They read the statutes together and got a sense of
the inportant work that the conmttee does. Interestingly, hed
been serving in this same capacity while on the Board of
Governors and this seened |ike a |ogical progression. He hasn't
had nmuch interaction with the l|egislative bodies, but believes
he could be of service in avoiding problens, and when they exist
hi s experience mght be put to good use.

1:37: 45 PM
Audio difficulties; M. Gordon couldn't hear the commttee.

1: 38: 25 PM
At ease

1: 38: 38 PM

SENATOR COGHI LL reconvened the neeting and comented on the
val ue of havi ng someone who does not work within the system
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MR. GORDON related that he served on both the Board of CGovernors

of the Alaska Bar and the Alaska Judicial Council as a non-
attorney and the experience was rewardi ng. He added that he has
strong admiration for those willing to put thenselves before the

public in any capacity. It's given him sone appreciation for the
mne field that |egislators navigate.

1:41: 08 PM
VI CE CHAIR COGHI LL passed the gavel to Chair McQire.

CHAI R MCGQUI RE thanked M. CGordon for being willing to serve and
wi shed himluck in the process.

1:43: 07 PM
CHAIR MCGUI RE stated that the committee would sign the formto
forward the name Bill Gordon for a public seat on the Select

Comm ttee on Legislative Ethics.

SB 121- SECURI TY FREEZE ON M NOR' S CREDI T REPORT

1: 43: 27 PM

CHAIR MCGUIRE announced the consideration of SB 121. She
requested a notion to adopt the proposed committee substitute
(CS).

1:43: 32 PM
SENATOR COGHI LL notioned to adopt the CS for SB 121, | abeled 29-
LS1129\H, as the working docunent.

CHAIR MCGUI RE found no objection and version H was before the
commttee. She asked the sponsor to confirmthat he is satisfied
t he CS nmakes the changes discussed in an earlier hearing.

1:44: 06 PM

SENATOR MEYER, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of SB 121,
stated that the CS nmkes the <changes that the conmittee
requested. He asked his staff to wal k through those changes.

1:44:30 PM

EDRA MORLEDGE, Staff, Senator Kevin Meyer said the CS for SB 121
adds "incapacitated person" and "protected person" to the
i ndividuals a parent, |egal guardian, or conservator can nake a

request on behalf of. This nmakes it abundantly clear that a
conservator can act in this capacity.

1:45:18 PM
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SENATOR W ELECHOWEKI notioned to report the CS for SB 121,
| abel ed 29- LS1129\ H, from comittee W th i ndi vi dual
recommendati ons and attached fiscal note(s).

CHAI R MCGUI RE announced that w thout objection, CSSB 121(JUD) is
reported fromthe Senate Judiciary Standing Commttee.

HB 83- REPEAL COLLECTION OF CIVIL LITIG | NFO

1:46: 39 PM
CHAI R MCGQUI RE announced the consideration of HB 83. [ CSHB 83(JUD)
was before the conmttee.]

1:46: 50 PM
CHAIR MCGQUI RE passed the gavel to Vice Chair Coghill for the
hearing on HB 83.

1:46: 52 PM
GABRI ELLE LEDQOUX, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of HB 83
introduced the legislation speaking to the follow ng sponsor
st at enent :

HB 83 el i m nat es t he automati c reporting of

information about <civil case settlenments currently
required by law. This bill follows the advice of the
Judicial Council, which has recomended that the
| egi slature do away with this requirenment. HB 83 would
provide a nore targeted, |ess burdensone, and nore
cost-effective method of conpiling information about
the resolutions of <civil court. Passing this bill

woul d save noney and tinme by freeing attorneys and
l[itigants from an unnecessary and functionally usel ess
subm ssion of data which the Judicial Council sees no
point in collecting.

It is part of the job of the legislature to elimnate
waste and to nmke governnent nore effective.
Di scardi ng needl ess data collection requirenments is an

easy way to achieve <cost-savings and streamine
government. HB 83 does exactly this.

| urge your support for the swift passage of HB 83.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX said two of the fiscal notes are zero and
athird reflects a $20,000 savi ngs.

1: 48: 43 PM
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VI CE CHAI R COGHI LL opened public testinony.

1:49: 29 PM

SUZANNE DI Pl ETRO, Executive Director, Alaska Judicial Council,
Al aska Court System Anchorage, Al aska, reinforced the sponsor's
expl anation. The Judicial Council has no problemw th the repeal
of the requirenent. She offered to answer questions.

VI CE CHAI R COGHI LL questioned the reason for the nonconpliance.

M5. DI PIETRO explained that the legislation has been on the
books for a nunber of years, but many attorneys do not conply
with the reporting requirenment and the statute has no
enforcement nechanism The Judicial Council has had m xed
success in increasing conpliance and has concluded that so few
people return the questionnaires that it would be msleading to
summari ze the information and publish it.

M CHELLE M NOR, Attorney, Law Ofice of Mchelle V. Mnor,
Anchorage, Al aska, testified in support of HB 83. She has been
in civil practice in Alaska for 40 years and has represented
many people on civil matters that required this reporting. Her
experience is that it takes from half an hour to a few hours to
conplete the form The rule applies in cases where one of the
l[itigants is pro se and she's had the court system request that
she, as the prosecuting attorney, conplete the report for the
pro se litigant in conpliance with Cvil Rule 41.

M5. M NOR said the purpose of the rule was served years ago and
it"s nowtinme to repeal the rule and statute.

VICE CHAIR COGH LL commented that it seens that the value has
found its day.

1:54: 36 PM

KEN P JACOBUS, Attorney, Law Ofice of Kenneth P Jacobus,
testified that he has been fighting to have this requirenent
renoved from the statutes for sone tinme. He related that the
Al aska Judicial Council issued a report in 2001 that showed
not hing wunusual, but has issued no reports since then. He
diligently files these reports as required by law, but many
attorneys and pre so litigants do not. He pointed out that this
makes crimnals out of those who does not conply wth the
stat ute.

VICE CHAIR COGHI LL commented that this could be called the paper
and scofflaw reduction act.
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1:57:27 PM

SARAH BADTEN, Attorney, G oh Eggers LLC, testified in support of
HB 83. She agreed with the previous testinobny and added her
understanding that the rule was adopted to conpare attorney fees
on tort cases. Her practice is primarily contract |aw and she
files a lot of suits that are dism ssed once the people conme in
and pay what they owe. She is required to fill out the form even
though the information 1is not reflective of any useful
information for the Alaska Judicial Council or the |egislature.
It's time for the rule and statute to be repeal ed.

VICE CHAIR COGHILL said the cormittee will take her testinony to

heart and pass the bill when the commttee neets its quorum
requirenent. He asked Senator Welechowski iif he had any
guesti ons.

SENATOR W ELECHOMNSKI answered no; he's convinced the rule and
statute is no | onger needed.

VICE CHAIR COGHI LL stated that HB 83 will be held in commttee
with public testinony open.

2:01:41 PM
There being no further business to cone before the conmttee
Vice Chair Coghill adjourned the Senate Judiciary Standing

Commttee neeting at 2:01 p. m
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