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VEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Bert Stedman, Chair
Senator Bill Stoltze
Senator Johnny Ellis
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Senator Pete Kelly
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COWM TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE BILL NO 113

"An Act relating to prescribing, dispensing, and adm nistering
an investigational drug, biological product, or device by
physicians for patients who are termnally ill; and providing
immunity for persons manufacturing, distributing, or providing
i nvestigational drugs, biological products, or devices."

- MOVED CSSB 113(HSS) QUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BI LL NO 156

“"An Act relating to insurance coverage for contraceptives and
rel ated services; relating to nedical assistance coverage for
contraceptives and related services; and providing for an
effective date.”

- MOVED CSSB 156( HSS) OUT OF COWM TTEE

SENATE BILL NO 179

“"An Act prohibiting abortions when the unborn child is viable
outside the pregnant worman's wonb with certain exceptions;
providing that an infant renoved from a pregnant woman's wonb
alive after an abortion may be surrendered and found to be a
child in need of aid; and repealing a prohibition against
partial-birth abortions.™

- HEARD & HELD

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
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BILL: SB 113
SHORT TITLE: NEW DRUGS FOR THE TERM NALLY I LL
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) W ELECHOWSKI

04/ 17/ 15 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
04/ 17/ 15 (S) HSS, JUD

02/ 24/ 16 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
02/ 24/ 16 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 24/ 16 (S) M NUTE( HSS)

03/ 30/ 16 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
BILL: SB 156

SHORT TI TLE: | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR CONTRACEPTI VES
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) GARDNER

01/ 22/ 16 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 22/ 16 (S) HSS, L&C

02/ 24/ 16 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
02/ 24/ 16 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 24/ 16 (S) M NUTE( HSS)

03/ 30/ 16 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
BILL: SB 179

SHORT TITLE: BAN LATE TERM ABORTI ON; CHI LD SURRENDER
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) COGHI LL

02/ 12/ 16 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 12/ 16 (S) HSS, JUD
03/ 30/ 16 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

SENATOR BI LL W ELECHOASKI

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: As sponsor, introduced SB 113.

SENATOR BERTA GARDNER

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 156.

KATI E BRUGGEMAN, St af f
Senator Berta Gardner

Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented changes made in version N of SB
156.

SENATOR JOHN COGHI LL

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: As sponsor, introduced SB 179.

RYNNI EVA MOSS, St af f

Senat or John Coghi |l |

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented information on SB 179 on behal f of
t he sponsor.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:32: 55 PM

CHAI R BERT STEDMAN called the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Commttee neeting to order at 1:32 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators Ellis, Stoltz, and Chair Stednman. He
noted three bills before the commttee, SB 113, SB 156, and SB
179.

SB 113- NEW DRUGS FOR THE TERM NALLY | LL

1:33:42 PM

CHAI R STEDVAN announced t he consideration of SB 113.

1:34: 33 PM

SENATOR BI LL W ELECHOWSKI, Al aska State Legislature, as sponsor
introduced SB 113. He terned SB 113 the "Right to Try" bill. It
would create a legal climate in which termnally ill patients

who have exhausted all FDA-approved treatnent options nmay work
W th their doctors and drug manuf act urers to access
investigational treatnents that have passed Phase | of the FDA
approval process but are not yet wdely available. A simlar
bill has been passed in 25 states. It is estimated that over a
mllion Anmericans die from termnal illness. Currently, only
about 3 percent are accepted into clinical trials and have
access to these drugs.

SENATOR STOLTZE thanked the sponsor for answering all his
guesti ons.

1: 36: 07 PM
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SENATOR ELLIS noved to report SB 113, |abeled 29-LS0783\H,
fromcommttee with individual recommendations and attached zero
fiscal note. There being no objection, the notion carri ed.

SB 156- 1 NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR CONTRACEPTI VES

1: 36: 26 PM
CHAI R STEDMAN announced the consi deration of SB 156

1: 36: 56 PM
SENATOR ELLI S noved to adopt CSSB 156, | abel ed 29-LS1144\N.

CHAI R STEDVAN obj ected for di scussion.

1:37:13 PM
SENATOR BERTA GARDNER, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of SB
156.

KATI E BRUGGEMAN, Staff, Senator Berta Gardner, Alaska State
Legi slature, presented changes nmade in version N of SB 156,
noting there were several errors in the previous version. The
wordi ng "over the counter contraception” was renoved throughout

the bill, which resulted in the renoval of a fiscal note for
$1.3 mllion from Departrment of Health and Social Services
(DHSS) .

1:38:19 PM

CHAI R STEDVAN renoved hi s objection.

1: 38: 33 PM

M5. BRUGGEMAN explained that the bill is an insurance nandate
that would offer the option of providing 12 nonths of self-
adm ni stered hornmonal contraception. It would allow Al askan
wonen the opportunity to receive a larger supply  of
contraceptives should their life-style require it. It is an

option for wonen.

She pointed out that there is currently a negative fiscal note
from DHSS of $1.2 mllion in FY 17. It is a federal savings of
$1 million and $230,000 in GF savings via the Medicaid program
She explained that there are many reasons wonen use hornonal
contraceptives, not just to prevent pregnancy. She concluded
that the bill is great policy for Al aska because it hel ps wonen
achieve their education and career goals through strategic
famly planning and is a positive economc step for famlies. It
fosters a woman's right to privacy and aids in convenience.
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1:41: 04 PM

SENATOR GARDNER noted this is not a new insurance coverage
benefit. It provides that after a three-nonth period for the
first dispensing, if a doctor deens it satisfactory to continue,
a wonmen can request a 12-nonth supply of contraceptives, if they
choose. They would have to pay insurance co-pays, but my save
noney by buying in bul k.

1:41:49 PM

SENATOR ELLIS noved to report CSSB 156(HSS), |abeled 29-
LS1144\N, from conmttee wth individual recomendations and
attached fiscal note. There being no objection, the notion
carri ed.

SB 179- BAN LATE TERM ABORTI ON; CHI LD SURRENDER

1:42: 32 PM
CHAI R STEDMAN announced the consi deration of SB 179.

1:42:53 PM

SENATOR JOHN COGHI LL, Al aska State Legislature, as sponsor,
i ntroduced SB 179. He explained that the bill provides that if a
baby is found to be viable under a doctor's judgenent, and a
not her requests an abortion, the baby would be delivered and
given up as a child in need of aid. He noted that "viability" is
a new concept in law. The bill repeals the partial-birth
abortion ban that has been found unconstitutional.

He referred to a booklet that contains several studies on
abortion. It shows which states and countries have various bans
on abortions. The U S. is only one of seven countries out of 198
that permt elective abortions past 20 weeks. The U S fits in
between allowi ng bans between 20 to 22 weeks. He discussed the
survival rate at various weeks. He referred to a Gllop Pol
that found that 80 percent say during the last nonths of
pregnancy, the fetus should be treated as viable.

1:47: 05 PM

He discussed Roe v. Wade and said the Supreme Court nmintains
that states have an interest in protecting the life of a fetus
after viability - the point at which the fetus is capable of
living outside the wonb. He read that the conpelling point is at
viability and the state nay go as far as prohibiting abortion at
that period, except to preserve the life of the nother.

He stated that Planned Parenthood v. Central M ssouri upheld the
viability cl ause, as did Pl anned Par ent hood V. S.E
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Pennsyl vania. The bill tries to protect the life of the nother
and fetus, and allows the doctor to determne viability. He used
anot her exanple of Gonzales v. Carhart to nmake his point about
the viability clause.

1:50: 00 PM

SENATOR COGHI LL concluded that he has tried to mintain a
wonen's right, as well as viability. He concluded that viability
is the big question when determning the value of life. He
referred to wording on page 2, lines 11 - 13, which addresses
the clinical judgnent of a doctor to determne viability. He
highlighted Section 1 regarding when an abortion nay be
performed. He discussed DHSS s involvenent regarding ClNA when
the state takes custody of the child.

1:52: 21 PM
SENATOR ELLIS asked about the phrase "neaningful life" as it
applies to viability.

SENATOR COGHI LL said that is his own term The legal termis
viability and there is a definition of viability in the bill and
it is dependent on a doctor's integrity.

CHAI R STEDVMAN asked whet her Legislative Legal has concerns about
SB 179.

RYNNI EVA MOSS, Staff, Senator John Coghill, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, presented information on SB 179 on behalf of the
sponsor. She said Legislative Legal has no |egal opinion of
version W

1:54: 24 PM
SENATOR STOLTZE asked whether the term is "unborn baby" or
"fetus."

SENATOR COGHI LL said "fetus" neans "baby" and he uses them
i nt er changeabl y.

He thanked the commttee for hearing the bill. He noted the
issue has been hotly debated. It is about a baby that could
survive an unwanted pregnancy. He said an abortion can be
performed and still have a live birth and viability becones the
guestion. SB 179 is inportant for Al aska where "we value life
very highly." It is a nove in the right direction and is a
matter that nust be argued under the auspices of the |law. The
bill has respect for the life of a woman and the child, who may
not be want ed.
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1: 55: 58 PM
SENATOR ELLIS asked who files the CINA petition and what the
burden on the state is.

M5. MOSS explained that if the child is unwanted, the physician
or health practitioner would contact Ofice of Children's
Services (OCS) who woul d take custody of the child.

SENATOR ELLIS asked if OCS would designate that child as a child
in need of aid.

M5. MOSS sai d yes.

1: 57: 16 PM
CHAI R STEDMAN held SB 179 in conmmittee.

1:57:22 PM

There being no further business to cone before the conmttee
Chair Stedman adjourned the Senate Education Standing Commttee
at 1:57 p.m
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