29TH ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SECOND SESSI ON
CONFERENCE COW TTEE ON HB 256 and HB 257
April 14, 2016
4:59 p.m

4:59: 05 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Kelly called the Conference Conmttee neeting on
HB256 and HB257 to order at 4:59 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT:

Senat e:

Senator Pete Kelly, Chair
Senat or Anna MacKi nnon
Senat or Lyman Hof f man

House:

Representative Mark Neuman, Vice-Chair
Representative Steve Thonpson
Representative Les Gara

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT:

David Teal, Director, Legislative Finance Division; fiscal
analysts with the Ofice of Managenent and Budget and
Legislative Finance Dvision;, and aides to commttee
menbers and ot her nenbers of the Legislature.

SUMVARY

HB 256 APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS

HB 256 was HEARD and HELD in comrittee for
further consideration.

HB 257 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET

HB 257 was HEARD and HELD in committee for
further consideration.
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DEPARTMENTS:
ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON
LABOR & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
LAW
PUBLI C SAFETY
UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA

#HB256
#HB257
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 256(FIN)

"An Act meking appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnment and for
certain progr ans; capi tali zing f unds; anmendi ng
appropri ations; repeal i ng appropri ations; maki ng
suppl enental appropriations; and providing for an
effective date."

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 256(FIN)

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state government and for
certain progr ans; capitali zing f unds; anendi ng
appropri ations; repeal i ng appropri ations; maki ng
suppl emental appropriations; and providing for an
effective date.”

and

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 257(FIN)

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
capital expenses of t he state's i ntegrated
conpr ehensi ve ment al heal th pr ogr am maki ng
suppl enental appropriations; and providing for an
effective date."

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 257(FIN)

"An Act meking appropriations for the operating and
capital expenses of t he state's i ntegrated
conprehensive nental health program and providing for
an effective date.™

4:59:15 PM
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Chair Kelly called the neeting to order.

Chair Kelly communicated that the conference conmttee
woul d be neeting on HB 256 and HB 257 open itens. He noted
that Limted Powers of Free Conference had been granted by
both the Senate and the House.

Representative Gara stated that it was his intention to
object to sone itens, but for purposes of expediency he did
not want a roll call vote on all the itens he objected to.
He clarified that the renoval of his objection [for the
purpose of not <calling a vote] would not signify his
support for the itemin question.

Chair Kelly appreciated the idea, and asked Representative
Gara to indicate if he wanted to take a break for nore
di scussion on individual items, or if he wanted a vote on
the itemin question.

Chair Kelly comunicated that departnents with open itens
woul d be taken up based on the notion sheets distributed to
menbers earlier in the day and dated April 14, 2016. He
specified that the conmmttee could be addressing the

fol |l ow ng depart nments: Depar t ment of Envi r onnment al
Conservati on, Depar t ment of Labor and Wor kf or ce
Devel opnent , Departnment of Law, Departnment of Public

Safety, and the University of Al aska.

5:01:11 PM

DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON

Vi ce-Chair Neuman MOVED to ADOPT the Chair's reconmendati on
on the following itens for the Departnment of Environnenta
Conservation's budget:

l[tem 1 House
[tem 2 Senat e
l[tem 3 Senat e

There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered. The action
closed all conferencable items in the budget for the
Depart ment of Environmental Conservati on.

5:01: 36 PM

DEPARTMENT COF LABOR and WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
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Vi ce-Chair Neuman MOVED to ADOPT the Chair's reconmendati on
on the following itens for the Departnent of Labor and
Wor kf orce Devel opnent budget :

ltem 1 Hol d
ltem 2 House plus $100 thousand

ltem 3 House
ltem 4 Senat e
ltem 5 Senat e

Representative Gara OBJECTED. He asked that the conmttee
consider holding Item 3, which was intent |anguage that
specified that the construction acadeny should expect that
within a few years there would be no general fund (GF)
f undi ng.

Chair Kelly agreed to hold Item 3. There being NO
OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

There being NO further OBJECTION, it was so ordered. Itens
2, 4, and 5 were ADOPTED. This action left open Item 1 and
Iltem 3 for the Departnment of Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent’ s budget.

5:03:11 PM
AT EASE

5:03:51 PM
RECONVENED

Chair Kelly re-stated that Item 1 and Item 3 were held for
action at a later tine. Itens 2, 4, 5 were adopt ed.

5:04: 30 PM

DEPARTMENT OF LAW

Vi ce-Chair Neuman MOVED to ADOPT the Chair's recomrendation
on the following itens for the Departnment of Law s budget:

ltem 1 House
[tem 2 Senat e

There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered. This action

closed all conferencable itenms in the budget for the
Depart ment of Law.
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5:04:56 PM

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY

Vi ce-Chair Neuman MOVED to ADOPT the Chair's recomendation
on the following items for the Department of Public Safety
budget :

ltem 1 Hol d
[tem 2 Senat e
ltem 3 Senate plus $160 thousand

5:05: 18 PM

Senat or Hof fman OBJECTED. He stated that he had chaired the
Senate Finance Subcommttee on the Departnent of Public
Saf ety, and requested that the conmttee hold Item 2.

Chair Kelly agreed to hold Item 2 for a later date. There
bei ng NO OBJECTIQN, it was so ordered.

There being NO further OBJECTION, Item 3 was ADOPTED. This
action left open Item 1 and Item 2 for the Departnent of
Public Safety’s budget.

5:05: 59 PM

UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA

Vi ce-Chair Neuman MOVED to ADOPT the Chair's recomrendation
on the following items for the Departnment of University of
Al aska budget :

Items 1 through 9 Hol d
ltem 10 House
[tenms 11 and 12 Hol d

Representative Gara OBJECTED. He stated that the governor
had proposed a $15 mllion cut to the University, which had
been cut for a nunber of years. He continued that the House
had added an additional $35 nmillion cut (to total $50
mllion in cuts) to the University general fund, which was
al nrost 20 percent of the wuniversity's general fund. H's
concern was that the state was building a university that
people would not want to go to, and talent would be |ost.
He pointed out that the University generated grant funds
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and outside funds. He reiterated his opposition to the
amount of the cut.

Representative Gara MAI NTAI NED his OBJECTION. He asked that
the conm ttee consider holding Item 10.

Vi ce-Chair Neurman OBJECTED to hol ding Item 10.
Aroll call vote was taken on the notion.

I N FAVOR: Hof f man, Neuman, Kelly, Thonpson, MacKi nnon
OPPCSED: Gara

The MOTI ON PASSED (5/1). Item 10 was adopt ed.

5:08: 58 PM
AT EASE

5:09:19 PM
RECONVENED

There being NO further OBJECTION, Item 10 was ADOPTED. This
action left open Items 1 through 9, Item 11, and Item 12
for the University of Al aska’ s budget.

Representative Gara thought he nay have read an item
incorrectly, and requested that the conmttee re-open the
budget for the Departnent of Law.

There being NO OBJECTIQON, it was so ordered. The budget for
t he Departnent of Law was reopened for consideration.

Representative Gara understood that for Item 1, the
conmmittee had adopted the restoration of the Dillingham
district attorney's office through picking the House
nunber .

Chair Kelly confirmed that the recommendation for "House"
for Item 1 was adopted, and contained funding for
restoration of the Dillingham offi ce.

5:11: 05 PM
AT EASE

5:11: 20 PM
RECONVENED
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Representative Gara stated that he had concluded his
remarks on Item 1l of the budget for the Departnent of Law.
Senator MacKi nnon asked if the commttee would consider
holding Item 1 open for the budget of the Departnent of
Law.

There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered. Item 1 was
hel d open for the budget of the Departnent of Law.

5:11:49 PM
AT EASE

5:12: 03 PM
RECONVENED

Vice-Chair Neuman MOVED to RESCIND the action on Item 1 for
the Departnent of Law. There being NO OBJECTION, it was so
order ed.

Senat or MacKi nnon asked to hold open Item 1. There being NO
OBJECTIQN, it was so ordered. Item 1 for the budget of the
Department of Law was hel d open.

Chair Kelly relayed that the next neeting would be held on
April 15th at 4:00 p.m and it will be noticed on BASIS.

HB 256 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

HB 257 was HEARD and HELD in committee for further
consi derati on.

#
ADJ OURNVENT
5:13:16 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 5:13 p. m
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