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COW TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BI LL NO 156(FIN)

"An Act relating to a parent's right to direct the education of

a child; relating to the duties of the state Board of Education
and Early Devel opnent, the Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent, school boards, and school districts; relating to
public school curriculum and assessnents; relating to conpliance
with federal education | aws; relating to public school

accountability; relating to a statewi de assessnent plan and
review of education |aws and regul ations; repealing the m ninum
expenditure for instruction for school districts; relating to
sex education, human reproduction education, and human sexuality
educati on; relating to suicide awareness and prevention
trai ni ng; relating to contracts for student assessnents;

relating to questionnaires and surveys admnistered in public
schools; relating to physical exanm nations for teachers; and
providing for an effective date."

- MOVED SCS CSHB 156(FIN) OUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 156

SHORT TITLE: SCHOOL ACCOUNTABI LI TY MEASURES; FED. LAW
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) KELLER
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CHRI STA MCDONALD, St af f

Senat or M ke Dunl eavy

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented a summary of Senate changes to HB
156, on behalf of Senator M ke Dunleavy, Conference Committee
Co- Chai r.
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CHAIR WES KELLER called the neeting to order at 8:15 a.m
Representatives Keller and Talerico were present and Senators
Dunl eavy, O son, and G essel, at the call to order.

8:16:11 AM

HB 156- SCHOOL ACCOUNTABI LI TY MEASURES; FED. LAW

8:16: 45 AM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the only order of business would be
SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 156(FIN), "An Act relating
to a parent's right to direct the education of a child; relating
to the duties of the state Board of Education and Early
Devel opnent, the Departnent of Education and Early Devel oprent,
school boards, and school districts; relating to public school
curriculum and assessnents; relating to conpliance with federa

education Jlaws; relating to public school accountability;
relating to a statew de assessnent plan and review of education
laws and regulations; repealing the mninum expenditure for
instruction for school districts; relating to sex education,
human reproduction education, and human sexuality education;
relating to suicide awareness and prevention training; relating
to contracts for student assessnents; relating to questionnaires
and surveys adm nistered in public schools; relating to physical
exam nations for teachers; and providing for an effective date."

8:17: 03 AM

CHAI R DUNLEAVY noved that the Conference Conmittee for HB 156
adopt the Senate commttee substitute (CS) for CS for HB
156(FIN), Version 29-LS0566\ Q

8:17: 29 AM

SENATOR OLSON obj ected for discussion and asked to hear a review
of the Senate changes to the House version.

8:18: 08 AM

CHRI STA MCDONALD, Staff, Senator M ke Dunleavy, Al aska State
Legislature, directed attention to the comittee packet and
par aphrased from the docunent titled, "Summary of Senate Changes
to House Bill 156," which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Parental Rights
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Section 1. Codifies parental rights by requiring |ocal
school boards to adopt policies allowing parents to
withdraw their children from any activity, class, or
program or standards based assessnent to which the
parent objects. Provides parents with at least a two
week notice before presentations on human reproduction
or sexual matters.

Section 2. Exenpts the curricula and materials for The
Al aska Safe Children’s Act from the definition of
“human reproduction or sexual matters.”

Fi scal Concerns Addressed

Section 10. The Senate added an anendnent to this
section that would allow the Departnment of Education
to adm ni ster a standards-based assessnment between the
dates of July 1, 2017 to July 1, 2019 should the
Unites States Departnment of Education provide notice

of its intention to wthdraw federal educati on
f undi ng. This has resolved the fiscal concerns
associated with the bill and resulted in a zero fiscal
not e.

Techni cal Changes to Crisis Prevention Training

Section 11 - Section 16. These sections contain
t echni cal corrections to the crisis prevention
training established last year in HB 44 by replacing
“School” wth “District” for tracking trainings.

Departnment of Education has explained that it 1is
logistically challenging to track these trainings at
the school level. This will enable the districts to
organi ze and schedul e the required trainings.

Physi cal Exami nations for Teachers

Section 17. Allows school districts to require
physi cal exam nations for teachers, but clarifies that
the district is not required to cover the costs. This
change was made at the request of school districts
t hr oughout Al aska.

Sex Education Teachers & Curricul um

Section 18. Adds a new section that only a certified
teacher, or person supervised by a certified teacher,
may teach a class in sex education. It establishes
that curriculum and materials for sex education
cl asses nust be approved by the school board and
avai l able for parents to review. It also provides that
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before a person who is not a certified teacher teaches
sex education they nust be approved by the school
board and the person’s credentials nade avail able for
parents to revi ew

Section 19. Provides that the teacher certification
and supervision requirenents do not apply to the
sexual abuse and sexual assaul t awar eness  and
prevention training on dating vi ol ence abuse
awar eness. (Bree’'s/Erin’s Law)

Techni cal Change to Suicide Prevention Training

Section 20. Renoving “in grades seven through 12" from
AS 14.30.320 to bring AS 14.30.362 into alignnment with
the requirenents contained in four other statutes that
“all certificated staff” receive suicide prevention
training. This change cane at the request of the
Al aska Departnent of Education & Early Devel opnent.

Procurenent Code Exenption for Student Assessnents

Section 21. Amends AS 36.30.850(b) to exenpt
departnment contracts for student assessnments from the
state procurenment code. This change to statute was

made at the request of Interim Conm ssioner MCaul ey
in order to mke the process of selecting an
assessment cheaper, nore efficient and to inprove
transparency throughout the process.

Repeal of the 70/30 Provision

Section 22. Repeals AS 14.17.520, the m ni num
expenditure for instruction. Repeal of the 70/30
provision is supported by school districts, the Al aska
Associ ation of School Boards and the State Board of
Educat i on.

St udent Surveys
Section 24. Repeals sec. 4, Ch. 2, SSSLA 2015, which
created an opt-in system for all student surveys. This

section will revert the system back to an opt-out for
surveys which do not contain information that
inquiries into the personal and private famly
affairs. This was requested by AASB who annually
distributes a “School Climate and Connectedness
Survey” which is used to inprove the school

envi ronnent .

8:21: 07 AM
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CHAI R DUNLEAVY pointed out that the described changes were
contained in the Senate version that was subnmitted to the House
for consi deration.

CHAI R KELLER opi ned that the House version began as a piece of
good | egi sl ati on, which was inproved upon by the Senate version.

8.21.:40 AM

SENATOR OLSON asked whether a health professional visiting, or
relocating to, a community wuld be allowed to nmake a
presentation to a classroomas a guest speaker.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY responded that the bill requirement is for anyone
providing sex education in a public school to obtain prior
approval from the [local] school board. He enphasi zed that no
groups or individuals are being prohibited classroom access
t hrough this |egislation.

8:22:41 AM

SENATOR CLSON wi t hdrew hi s obj ecti on.

8:22:48 AM

CHAI R KELLER, hearing no further objection announced that the
Conference Conmttee has agreed to reconmmend the adoption of the
Senate CS for CSHB 156(FIN).

8:.23.: 05 AM

CHAI R KELLER t hanked the partici pants.

ADJ OQURNNVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the
Conference Conmittee on HB 156 neeting was adjourned at 8:23
a. m
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