SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
March 31, 2015
2:11 p.m

2:11: 27 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Kelly called the Senate Finance Commttee neeting
to order at 2:11 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Anna MacKi nnon, Co- Chair
Senat or Pete Kelly, Co-Chair
Senator Peter M cciche, Vice-Chair
Senator dick Bishop

Senat or M ke Dunl eavy

Senat or Lyman Hof f man

Senat or Donny d son

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Sunni Hilts, School Board Menber, Kenai Peninsula Borough
School District, Seldovia; Danny Frazier, Superintendent,
Dillingham Gty School District, D llingham Penny Vadla,
Board Menber, Kenai Peninsula Borough School District,
Kenai ; Rober t Venabl es, Ener gy and Transportation
Coor di nat or, Sout heast Conference, Haines.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Sue  Sherif, Sel f, Fai r banks; AN Put man, Forestry
Director, Tanana Chi efs Conference, Fairbanks; Kim Sw sher,
Sel f, Fairbanks; Sue Hull, Self, Fairbanks; Taber Rehbaum

Arctic Alliance, Fairbanks; Sarah obed, Vice President of
Government Affairs, Doyon Limted, Fairbanks; Doug Toell e,
Advocacy Director, Access Al aska, Fairbanks; Patty Meritt,
Sel f, Fairbanks; John David Ragan, Menber, Local Laborers
Union 942, Ester; Theresa WIIlians, Self, Fairbanks; Teresa
Hanson, Citizens Advisory Conm ssion on Federal Areas
(CACFA) , Fai r banks; Randy  Zar nke, Pr esi dent, Al aska
Trappers Associ ation (ATA); Fairbanks; Stan Leaphart, Self,



Fai rbanks; Christina Davis, Self, Fairbanks; Carolyn Gay,
Sel f, Fairbanks; Charles Lenke, Self, Fairbanks; Steve
Heckman, Self, Fairbanks; Don Gay, Self, Fairbanks; Cheryl
Kil gore, Executive Director, Interior Neighborhood Health
Center (I1HC), Fairbanks; WMark Wayson, Self, Mat-Su; Jim
Stocker, Self, Mat-Su; Linda Conover, Menber, |magination
Li brary Board; Mat - Su; Robin M nard, Mat-Su Health
Foundation, Mat-Su; Bonnie Quill, WMat-Su Convention and
Visitors Bureau (MCVB), Mat-Su; Cristy Fry, Self, Honer;
Rachel Ronberg, Self, Homer; Dan Pascuci, Self, Sol dotna;
Al exis Kaferstin, Self, Seward; N ckole Lyon, Co-Chair,
| magi nation Library, Seward; Janice Chunley, Self, Kenai;
Mary Jo Joiner, Director, Kenai Comunity Library, Kenai;
Dave Jones, Assi stant  Superi nt endent, Kenai Peni nsul a
Borough School District (KPBSD), Soldotna; Jon Lillevik,
Self, Kenai; Cheryl Tuttle, Student Government Ofice,

Kenai Peninsula College, Kenai; Mirsea Hansen, Student
Activities Coordinator, Kenai Peninsula College, Kenaij;
Pepper Pond, Chairman, Imagination Library, Kenai; Joe

Gal | agher, Self, Soldotna; Fred Sturman, Self, Sol dotna;
Roger Boyd, Self, Kenai; LaDawn Druce, Self, Sterling;
Jessie Bjorkman, Teacher, N kiski; Kaitlin Vadla, Self,
Sol dot na; Jody Seitz, Cty Planner, Di|'1'i ngham Dan
Dunaway, Friends  of KDLG, D |'1'i ngham Sonja  Marx,
Li brarian, Dillingham Public Library, Dillingham M chael
Harder, Self, Dillingham Dan Pasquarillo, Chief of Police,
Dl lingham Terry Haines, Self, Kodiak; Colleen Ford, Self,
Kodi ak; Pat Branson, Cty Mayor, Kodiak; Roy Madsen, Self,
Kodi ak; Penny Lanpl, Sexual Assault Prevention Coordi nator,
Kodi ak Wonen's Resource and Crisis Center (KWRCC), Kodi ak;
Lauren Hunphrey, Qutreach Coordi nator, KWRCC, Kodi ak;
Sandra W/ kins, Qutreach Coordinator, KWRCC, Kodiak; Dave
Kubi ak, Self, Kodiak; Natasha Hayden, Self, Kodiak; Pat
Hol mes, Self, Kodiak; Audrey Hudson, Mayor and Gty
Manager, Metlakatla; Cathleen Therrien, Self, Eagle R ver;
Any Marshall, Self, Craig; Tyler Rose, Executive Director
of Human Resources and Strategic Planning, Wite Pass and
Yukon Railroad, Skagway; Beth Smith, Omer, Skagway Pizza
Station, Skagway; Jan Wentnore, Skagway Ad Hoc Marine
H ghway Comm ttee, Skagway; Ri chard Bi shop, Sel f,
Fai rbanks; Becky Long, Self, Talkeetna; Debra Schnable,
Executive Director, Haines Chanber of Comerce, Haines;
Lynn Bateman, Director, Coffrman Cove Comunity Library,
Cof fman Cove; Bob Schumaker, President, Alaska Farner's
Associ ation, Palner; Kevin Shipley, Superintendent, Kake
City Schools, Kake; Robert Fithian, Self, Lower Tonsina;
Matt Kookesh, Self, Angoon; Brenda Josephson, Self, Haines;
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Sara Chapell, Self, Haines; Rand Rosecrans, Self, Gl ena;
Marguerite Lariviere, Director, Kegoayah Public Library,
Nome; Rocky Seward, Self, Haines; ElIlie Henke, Self,
Tal keetna; Scott Rossman, Owner, Stunp Conpany, Haines;
Bet sy Connell, Self, Grdwood; Stainslaus Afscan, Self, St.
Marys; Ellen Wolf, Sel f, Tal keet na; Steven Angasan,
Executive Director, Southwest Al aska Vocational Education
Center (SAVEC), King Sal non; Joan Kautzer, Self, Kupreanof;
Paul Dauphi nas, Executive Director, Alaska Public Ofices
Comm ssi on, Anchorage; Vicki Ote, Chief Executive Oficer,
MINT Corporation, MGath; Dustin Parker, Myor, City of
MG at h; Frank Ml ler, Pr esi dent, MINT  Cor por ati on,
McGath; Doug Smith, Self, Tal keetna; Sharon Strick, Self,
MG at h; VWhitney Wl ff, Sel f, Tal keet na; Anne- Mari e
Paul meri, Self, Haines; CGeorge Pierce, Self, Kasil of.

SUMVARY

CSHB 72( FI N)
APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS

CSHB 72(FIN was HEARD and HELD in committee for
further consideration.

CSHB 73( FI N)
APPROP: NMENTAL HEALTH BUDGET

CSHB 73(FIN) was HEARD and HELD in commttee for
further consideration.

PUBLI C TESTI MONY:
FAI RBANKS, MNAT-SU
KENAI , KODI AK, DI LLI NGHAM
STATEW DE TELECONFERENCE - OFFNET SI TES

#hb72
#hb73
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 72(FI N

"An Act neking appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnment and for
certain prograns and capitalizing funds; and providing
for an effective date.”

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 73(FIN)
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"An Act neking appropriations for the operating and
capi tal expenses of t he state's i nt egrated
conprehensi ve nental health program and providing for
an effective date."

APUBLI C TESTI MONY: FAI RBANKS, NMNAT-SU

2:11: 38 PM

Co-Chair Kelly opened public testinony.

2:12:17 PM

SUNNI HILTS, SCHOOL BOARD NMEMBER, KENAI PEN NSULA BOROUGH
SCHOOL DI STRI CT, SELDOVI A, testified in support of
increased funding for education. She spoke in favor of
early chil dhood education and told personal anecdotes about
her grandchildren and their educational experiences. She
di scussed large class sizes and the detrinental effect on
| earning. She related that the school district had a very
"l ean adm nistration” and spoke of recent position
reductions. She discussed the value of early education and
the relationship between wearly childhood education and
| onered prison popul ations. She described the proposed cuts

in education funding as "alnobst insupportable.”™ She
specified that her district would be $5 mllion through $8
mllion in deficit in the current year after being as cost-

efficient as they could be. She asked the commttee to nmake
the children of Al aska their top priority.

2:15: 18 PM

DANNY  FRAZI ER, SUPERI NTENDENT, DILLINGHAAM CITY SCHOOL
DI STRICT, DILLI NGHAM spoke in favor of education funding.
He referred to the promsed funding from the previous
| egislative session. He discussed additional requirenents
for school districts in concert with less funding. He
related that in the previous year, Dillingham Cty School
district had spent $11,000 on restraint and seclusion
training. He remarked that in the current year, unforeseen
expenses would include Erin's Law, additional teacher
evaluation, AMP testing, and inplenenting comobn core
educational standards. He wondered how districts could
i nprove education or be innovative wthout the support of
the legislature. He encouraged the commttee to think of
educati on when considering the budget.
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2:16:45 PM

Vice-Chair Mcciche asked M. Frazier if he could email the
conmmittee to elaborate on what he considered unfunded
mandates to the school district. He wondered what the state
could do to reduce the burden of the requests.

Senator Dunleavy commented that the commttee had been
working wth school districts to identify a list of
responsibilities that could be reduced to mtigate the
effects of |ess funding/greater responsibility over tine.

2:18: 05 PM

SUE SHERIF, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), testified
in favor of the Online with Libraries (OA) program She
described OAL, elucidating that it was one of three funding
streans that conbined to provide a "nodest amount” of
br oadband bandwi dth for rural and renote public libraries.
She listed the three conponents of funding: |ocal paynents,
OAL subsidies, and federal E-rate funds. She noted that E-
rate funds paid the bulk of the bandwi dth cost (60 to 90
percent for 67 comunities); and furthered that in rural
communities, the library may be the only |ocation where
broadband is available to the general public. She expl ained
that without the OA subsidy to conbine with the comunity
contribution, libraries would not be able to |everage
nearly $2 nillion of E-rate funding. She stated that she
had witten to comrittee nenbers outlining the potential
i mpacts on communities. She remarked on potential state
travel savings through use of the OA  bandw dth
vi deoconference capabilities to mtigate the need for off-
road travel. She opined that the current proposed budget
cuts, in all departnents, would have the greatest inpact on
rural areas. She spoke to diversity of revenues, |ong-term
pl anning for allowable use of savings, and discussion of
taxes as avenues to consider before inplenenting the
"drastic" proposed budget cuts.

2:21:20 PM

W LL PUTMAN, FORESTRY DI RECTOR, TANANA CHI EFS CONFERENCE
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), spoke against cuts to the
Division of Forestry tinber program He explained that he
worked with nenber tribes on forest and natural resource
managenent issues as well as wldland firefighting. He
clarified that Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC) was a tribal
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organi zation that served native tribes across Interior
Al aska, including those found in the Upper Kuskokwi m area
(within the Division of Forestry's Southwest area) that
relied on the wildfire protection services provided by the
D vision of Forestry. He discussed the proposed cuts to the
Division of Forestry, including the "drastic" reduction of
wildland fire resources in McGath, and the elimnation of
the WIldland Firefighting Acadeny; and related that they
were "very alarmng" to the villages in the region. He
furthered that TCCs Board of Directors had passed a
resolution to address the issue, and stated he would be
submitting copies of the resolution for the commttee's
review. He spoke about the resolution, noting that the
proposed cuts would have consequences to rural villages
including economic and enploynment effects and increased
fire threat to communities.

KIM SWSHER, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to reinstate funds for donestic violence and
sexual assaul t prevention pr ogr ans. She expressed
frustration with Alaska's high rates of donestic violence,
sexual assault, and child abuse. She related her persona
experience having participated in a violence prevention
program hosted by the Council on Donestic Violence and
Sexual Assault (CDVSA), at which she gained inportant
information on how to participate in prevention efforts.
She discussed the inportance of public awareness and
trai ning. She discussed violence prevention, and asked the
committee to fund prevention efforts for CDVSA

Senator Hoffrman noted that there was $16,743,000 in the
budget for the CDVSA, and the funds were not in jeopardy.

2:26: 11 PM

SUE HULL, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in
support of reinstating funds for Best Beginnings. She
di scussed the inportance of ment al stinmulation and
devel opment of children under the age of two. She nentioned
“"low cost - high inpact" prograns such as |magination
Li brary and Babies on Track and correlated them to success
in school as well as I|ife. She spoke to the cost-
ef fectiveness of early childhood education and asked the
conmttee to consider increased funding to Best Beginnings.

2:27:56 PM
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TABER REHBAUM ARCTI C ALLI ANCE, FAl RBANKS (via
tel econference), urged support of funding for the Human
Services Comrunity Matching G ants. She stressed that the
fundi ng provided essential human services across the state.
She thanked the Senate Finance Subconmttee on Health and
Social Services for leaving intact the Human Service
Community Matching Grant at the governor's proposed |evel
but remarked that it reflected a 20 percent budget decrease
which would result in at least 2 agencies (and perhaps as
many as 8) not receiving critical funding. She opined that
the nenber agencies were addressing essential human
services nore effectively and efficiently than could be
acconpl i shed by state agenci es.

2:29:33 PM

SARAH OBED, VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS, DOYON
LI M TED, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), testified in
support of funding for the Southwest Area fire canp and
Wl dland Fire Acadeny. She added, on behalf of |andowners
and Doyon, that there were concerns regardi ng response tine
for fires.

2:30: 26 PM

DOUG TCELLE, ADVOCACY DI RECTOR, ACCESS ALASKA, FAI RBANKS
(via teleconference), spoke in favor of restoring funding
to the sign language Interpreters Referral Line (IRL). He
related that the program provided interpreters (required by
the Anericans with D sability Act (ADA)) for over 300
(nostly nedical) appointnents for individuals who were deaf
in Fairbanks and Juneau. He related that the grant funding
for IRL also funded an oversight body for interpreter
credentialing, as well as outreach and education to
understand ADA requirenents. He mentioned a letter authored
by the Departnment of Labor and W rkforce Devel opnent,
stating that it suggested that for-profit businesses could
replace the current IRL. He expressed disagreenent and
cited his personal business experience. He related that
Access Al aska had contributed over $10,000 to the IRL to
keep it running. He cautioned that if interpreter services
were elimnated; the failed business nodel would becone an
ADA, civil rights, and liability issue. He clarified that
interpreters were enpl oyees of Access Al aska when they were
interpreting, and furthered that Access Al aska provided
wor ker's conpensation and other enployer requirenments. He
spoke about the workload of interpreters. He described
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scenarios in which a deaf person wuld be at a great
di sadvantage w thout an interpreter, and asserted that
cutting IRL would leave sone of the commttee nenbers
constituents in that situation

2:32:49 PM

PATTY MERITT, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for the University of
Al aska (UA) and early childhood education. She described
the proposed cuts to UA as "devastating," especially for
t he workforce devel opnment group. She discussed cuts to K-12
education, and cuts to teachers. She spoke in support of
reinstating funds for Best Beginnings, and discussed
| magi nation Library. She spoke in support of full funding
for Pre-K prograns. She testified in favor of restoring
funds for the Parents as Teachers program She stated that
reduci ng f unds for early pr eschool progr ams was
shortsighted and would hurt the state in the future as well
as realize greater expense as a result of increased need of
remedi al services for underprepared students. She descri bed
the Parents as Teachers program and characterized the
funding as "infinitesimal” in conparison to the benefits to
famlies served.

2:34:41 PM

JOHN DAVI D RAGAN, MEMBER, LOCAL LABORERS UNI ON 942, ESTER
(via teleconference), spoke in favor of Medicaid expansion
and di scussed federal matching funds. He spoke against cuts
to UA, and noted that it was the second | argest enployer in
Fai rbanks. He discussed the federal funding returns after
investing in UA research. He spoke against cuts to public
broadcasting. He supported funding for the Departnent of
Labor and W rkforce Developnment and the inportance of
training for the gas pipeline. He expressed his support for
a state incone tax. He expressed concern that Al aska woul d
an "econom c backwater."

2:37:06 PM

THERESA W LLIAVMS, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference),
related that she was a McGath Tribal Menber and spoke in
favor of restoring funding to the Departnent of Natural
Resources (DNR) budget for the MGath fire canp and
Wl dl and Fire Acadeny. She discussed the jobs that would be
affected and wondered how the state would fund the fire
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canp in the future. She referred to the Al aska State
Statute that discussed the role and responsibility of the
state in fire suppression on state, nunicipal, and private
| ands. She referred to a study that referenced workforce
needs for fire suppression in the McGath area. She warned
of a potential |awsuit and di scussed negligence with regard
to fire suppression.

2:39:41 PM

TERESA HANSON, CITIZENS ADVI SORY COW SSI ON ON FEDERAL
AREAS (CACFA), FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), testified in
support of funding for CACFA. She discussed diversification
of Al aska's econony and federal policy. She remarked on the
role of CACFA, the inportance of its activities, and the
smal | amount of budget necessary for the program

2:41:21 PM

RANDY ZARNKE, PRESI DENT, ALASKA TRAPPERS ASSQOCI ATI ON ( ATA);
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in favor of funding
for CACFA in the DNR budget. He related that many nenbers
of ATA used state and federal lands for traditional harvest
of renewable natural resources. He discussed the Al aska
National Interest Lands Conservation Act (AN LCA) and the
provision for access to cabins that full-time trappers
required for shelter. He shared that federal agencies had
beconme increasingly difficult to work with and related a
story about trapping permts to illustrate what he
considered "federal overreach." He furthered that CACFA had
pl ayed an inportant role in mintaining rights for
trapping. He encouraged the comittee to maintain ful
funding for CACFA in order for Al askan outdoor users to
mai ntai n rights guaranteed under AN LCA

Senator Bishop noted that funding for CACFA was added back
in to the budget by the Senate Finance Subconmttee on DNR

2:43: 26 PM

STAN LEAPHART, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding in the DNR budget. He
speci fied support for CACFA, the state AN LCA Coordi nation
Program and the Public Access Assertion and Defense (PAAD)
unit. He asserted that funding of the progranms was critical
for the future of the State of Al aska. He disclosed that he
had worked for CACFA for approximately 23 years, starting
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on the original conm ssion created by former Senator Betty
Fahrenkanp. He discussed the passing of ANLCA and
asserted that managenent of federal public |ands had becone
increasingly nore conplicated and restrictive. He discussed
the extensive and diverse land use by Al askans, and
stressed the inportance of how the |ands were regul ated by
federal agencies. He related that CACFA intended to work as
a bridge between citizens of the state and federa

agencies, and enunerated sonme of the activities that CAFCA
engaged in. He spoke to the ANILCA program and the PAAD
unit and highlighted the inportance of their activities. He
rem nded the commttee that he had submtted a short letter
for their review

2:46:31 PM

CHRI STI NA DAVI S, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to reinstate funds for donestic
vi ol ence and sexual assaul t prevention prograns.
Specifically, she nentioned progranms such as Geen Dot,
Grls on the Run, Boys Run, Talk Now Talk Oten, Conpass
Stand up Speak up, Coaching Boys into Men, and mni grants
for youth |eadership work. She discussed the various
prograns and their inportance to the comunity.

2:48: 01 PM
AT EASE

2:48:58 PM
RECONVENED

CAROLYN GRAY, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of increased education funding. She discussed her
famly history in mning, engineering and geology; and
correlated the inportance of education in industry. She
di scussed the econom c inportance of an educated workforce,
and asserted that state revenue nust be increased in order
for the state to aid Alaskans in reaching their goals. She
spoke in favor of incone tax. She spoke in favor of
Medi cai d expansi on, and di scussed federal matching dollars.
She remarked on school research and spoke in support of
fundi ng for public broadcasting.

2:51: 19 PM

CHARLES LEMKE, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
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He related that he was a small business owner, and was
famliar with the budgetary challenge faced by the state
He supported funding for KUAC, and discussed its inportance
to Alaskan conmunities. He spoke in support of full funding
for Pre-K prograns. He spoke in favor of restoring funding
to UA

2:53: 52 PM

STEVE HECKMAN, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke
in support for funding for the helicopter program for the
Al aska State Troopers. He related that he was a retired
Al aska State trooper, and as a rural wunit supervisor in
Fai r banks he had operational control of two aircraft. He
stated that both aircraft were used extensively to serve
rural communities in the Interior as well as Fairbanks. He
recounted the pursuit and capture of a mass nurderer using
a state-operated  helicopter. He related that state
helicopters were routinely used for search and rescue
m ssions that were not able to be performed by fixed-w ng
aircrafts due to weather and visibility conditions. He
di scussed past wuse of helicopters in search and rescue
scenarios, and stressed the inportance of maintenance of
the aircraft.

2:57:25 PM

DON GRAY, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in
favor of education funding. He discussed priorities of the
state and stressed the inportance of education, health, and
public safety. He spoke in favor of wusing funds from
reserve accounts such as the Constitutional Budget Reserve
Fund (CBR) and the Statutory Budget Reserve Fund (SBR) as
well as tax revenue from personal i ncone taxes. He
described K-12 education as "vital to our future" and
testified in support of funding for the UA system He asked
the conmittee to reverse the cuts to public radio. He
stated that the independent information available via
public radio was healthy for denocracy. He wurged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting.

2:59: 58 PM

CHERYL KILGORE, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, | NTERI OR NEI GHABORHOCD
HEALTH CENTER (1 HC), FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funding for behavioral health services and
Medi cai d expansion. She related that |IHC delivered nedica
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integrative behavioral health and dental services on a
sliding fee scale based on household size and incone. The
di scussed vul nerabl e nenbers of the community and specified
that in 2015, |IHC saw 6,205 people, 34 percent of which
were uninsured and 71 percent whom lived at or below 200
percent of the federal poverty level. She discussed the
chal l enges of obtaining specialized health care services
wi t hout insurance. She spoke in favor of the Health and
Human Servi ces mat chi ng bl ock grant.

3:02:12 PM

Co- Chair Kelly handed the gavel to Senator Dunl eavy.

MARK WAYSQN, SELF, MAT-SU (via teleconference), testified
in support of funding for CACFA. He stated that he was an
in-holder in Denali National Park, and related that the
federal government had denied access to his property. He
di scussed the inportance of economc diversity in Al aska
and suggested that funds from oil production had caused
conplacency in state governnent. He discussed "federal
overreach"” and described CACFA as a "citizens agency"” that
was essential in bridging the gap between Al askans and the
f ederal government.

3:04: 28 PM

JIM STOCKER, SELF, MAT-SU (via teleconference), spoke in
support of funding for trooper helicopter naintenance
within the Departnent of Public Safety budget. He related
that he was a 40-year Alaska resident, private business
person, and pilot. He discussed the essential services
provided by the helicopters in enmergency situations, and
recounted a personal experience to illustrate his point.

3:06: 27 PM

LI NDA CONOVER, MEMBER, | MAG NATION LIBRARY BQOARD; MAT-SU
(via tel econference), spoke in support of reinstating funds
for the Best Beginnings program in aid of funding the
| magi nati on Li brary pr ogram She di scussed child
devel opnent and t he i nportance of r eadi ness for
ki ndergarten. She spoke in support of funding for the
| magi nation Library. She referenced studies and polls that
show t he success of the program

3:08:57 PM
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Ms. Conover read a prepared statenent from Tari Patinka, a
resident of Knik, Al aska. M. Patinka supported funding for
the Imagination Library funded through Best Begi nnings. She
recounted her personal experience with the program and
di scussed sponsored activities related to the program

3:11: 34 PM

ROBIN M NARD, MAT- SU HEALTH FOUNDATI CON, MAT-SU (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for
Medi cai d expansi on. She discussed the role of the Mat-Su
Heal t h Foundation, and described it as being "at the apex
of health reform"”™ She related that it wutilized data
analysis to provide better care for |ower cost. She related
that the Mat-Su Regional Hospital's Enmergency departnent
saw five tinmes the nunber of individuals wth behaviora
health issues than the community mental health center. She
di scussed popul ation growth in Mat-Su and reported that the
community public health grant (from the Departnent of
Public Health) had not grown in proportion. She discussed
the need for neaningful Medicaid reform neasures to
acconpany Medicaid expansion. She discussed the reduced
cost of care associated with inproved access by preventing
costly energency roomvisits.

3:14: 02 PM

BONNI E QUILL, MAT-SU CONVENTI ON AND VI SI TORS BUREAU ( MCVB)
MAT-SU (via teleconference), spoke in support of funding
for tourism marketing. She related that MCVB relied heavily
on the marketing as well as the cooperative prograns
organi zed by the state, including international m ssions,
medi a events, and sponsorship opportunities in the trave
trade. She discussed how defunding tourism marketing would
affect private business. She pointed out that tourism
generated revenue for the state.

3:15: 43 PM

PENNY VADLA, BOARD MEMBER, KENAI PEN NSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL
DI STRICT, KENAI, spoke in favor of increased education
funding. She stated that she was a 30-year teacher in the
Kenai  School District. She discussed the «correlation
between education and a prosperous state econony. She
di scussed one-tinme education funding from the previous
year. She related how her school district had streanined
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operations to lower costs while still offering cutting-edge
educational experiences for students, digital-technica
initiatives, and student growth maps. She spoke in support
of full funding for Pre-K prograns. She discussed the
parental opt-out choice for AMP testing. She referred to
research regarding the success of children who had access
to early chil dhood educati on.

3:19:10 PM

CRI STY FRY, SELF, HOVER (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. She
di scussed the genesis of public radio in Alaska, and
rel ated that she had been a volunteer DJ since 1980 as well
as a financial supporter of public radio. She discussed
services provided by public radio and remarked on how the
cuts would affect communities in Al aska.

3:21:16 PM

RACHEL ROVBERG, SELF, HOVER (via tel econference), urged the
commttee to reinstate funds for donestic violence and
sexual assault prevention prograns. She recounted a
rel evant incident in Homer which ended in a court case and
increased community awareness. She divulged that she was
the Prevention Coordinator for Haven House, funded by
CDVSA; and di scussed the prograns they had been offering in
Homer. She spoke in support of prograns including Geen Dot
and Grls on the Run. She referenced abuse statistics in
the state. She remarked on the correlation between
prevention activities and adverse childhood experiences,
adult wel I ness, and associ ated heal thcare costs.

APUBLI C TESTI MONY: KENAI, KODI AK, DI LLI NGHAM

3:24: 03 PM

DAN PASCUCI, SELF, SOLDOTNA (via teleconference), urged the
commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
related that he was a guest DJ on KDLL radio. [M. Pascuci
offered his testinmony in poetry formfrom here]:

Alaska is a special land that's full of different
places. Different |andscapes, different towns, and
lots of di fferent faces. Different fol ks that
celebrate lots of different occasions. Different
famlies and singles t 00, di fferent politi cal
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persuasions. But one thing that ties us all together,
is our need for information. Whether it's the price of

oil, or beluga populations. O info on our safety, or
school, or of road closures. O tsunam, volcano
war ni ngs, or public service disclosures. Now | know

that lots of different groups have asked you for the
cash. But please consider one big thing, before you
make the slash. It's broadcasting all across our state
that send nessages for all groups. Wether they're
trying to fight hunger, or fix honey bucket poops.
Everyone can find support, through open public
broadcasting. It's information that connects us, not
political comercial |anbasting. And don’t forget the
federal funds that wll surely to be lost. A $4.2
mllion dollar cut, with a $7 mllion |oss. Now ne,
|"'m no Dave Ransey, but | know that he'd agree. Losing
7 when you cut 4.2 seens a tad silly. Now I'm just a
small Alaskan, |'m no super radio star. But it's the
open broadcast networks that keeps us in touch who we
are. So you're the ones that make the calls, on what
gets cut and what can stay. | do not envy this hard
task that faces you these days. So thank you for your
work, and thank you for your time, and thanks to
publ i c broadcasting, but sorry for the rhyne.

3:26: 27 PM

ALEXI S KAFERSTI N, SELF, SEWARD (via teleconference), spoke
in support of reinstating funds for Pre-K prograns
including Best Beginnings. She discussed early childhood
education and referenced statistics that ranked Al aska 44th
in the country for 4th grade reading skills and 51st in
post - secondary attai nment. She discussed funding recipients
of t he Best Begi nni ngs program specifically t he
| magi nation Library. She discussed the inportance of early
literacy and heralded its positive effects on famlies. She
correlated early learning with a strong econony; and
suggested that it reduced crine, teen pregnancy, and
wel f are dependency.

3:29:14 PM

NI CKOLE LYON, CO CHAIR, | MAG NATION LIBRARY, SEWARD (via
tel econference), spoke in support of full funding for Pre-K
prograns. She related that she was a special education
teacher and shared her personal experience with |Imgination
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Li brary. She discussed the positive effects of early
chi | dhood educati on.

3:30: 01 PM

JANI CE CHUMLEY, SELF, KENAI (via teleconference), spoke in
favor of restoring funding to the Division of Agriculture.
She discussed food security and its inportance to the
state. She spoke about the Phytosanitary Program and the
Potato Certification Program and nentioned that potatoes
were the largest agricultural crop in the state.

3:31:16 PM

MARY JO JO NER, DI RECTOR, KENAI COVWUNI TY LIBRARY, KENAI
(via teleconference), testified in favor of the OAL
program She related that she was a nenber of the Al aska
Li brary Association Board. She discussed the benefits of
the OAL program and the federal funds that it |everaged

She discussed the Honmework Help program and related that
there were 5,073 sessions of the program |ogged in 2008

and 29, 279 sessions in 2014. She explained that the program
was avail able 7 days a week. She discussed comunity use of
i brary bandw dt h.

3:34: 02 PM

DAVE JONES, ASSI STANT  SUPERI NTENDENT, KENAI PENI NSULA
BOROUGH SCHOOL DI STRI CT ( KPBSD) , SOLDOTNA (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for K-12
education. He related that the Kenai School D strict had
been hol ding public budget neetings across the district,
and had exam ned budget solutions that included scrutiny of
revenue and a willingness of consuners to pay for valuable
prograns. He discussed educational prograns such as the
Al aska Native Science and Engi neering Program (ANSEP), the
Coaches Mentor Program as well as nultiple early chil dhood
and literacy prograns. He expressed concern regarding
proposed cuts to the Departnment of Education and Early
Devel opnent .

3:36: 00 PM

Vice-Chair Mcciche referred to an earlier discussion
regardi ng state unfunded nmandates, and asked M. Jones to
coorment via email on what he nmay regard as "state funding
burden” [unfunded mandates] that could be reduced in the
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future. M. Jones asserted that KPBSD would subnmt some
i deas.

3:36:48 PM

JON LILLEVIK, SELF, KENAI (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
stated that he had been involved with his local public
station for many years. There were sone issues that the
radio was able to cover that did not get the same kind of
attention from other broadcasting venues. He stated that
the comunities wth small popul ations were at a
di sadvant age, because they would not be able to sustain
continued high contributions. He discussed federal matching
funds that would not be received if the proposed cuts were
to go through. He discussed other ramfications of the
proposed cuts to public broadcasting.

3:39:15 PM

CHERYL TUTTLE, STUDENT GOVERNVMVENT OFFICE, KENAI PEN NSULA
COLLEGE, KENAI (via teleconference), voiced support for UA
fundi ng. She expressed concern that the proposed cuts woul d
result in the loss of faculty and future students at UA
and such | osses would jeopardize the viability of UA in the
future.

3:40: 29 PM

MARSEA  HANSEN, STUDENT ACTIVITIES COORDI NATOR, KENAI
PENI NSULA  COLLEGE, KENAI (via teleconference), voiced
support for UA funding. She discussed e-learning and the
reduction of prograns due to budget cuts. She referred to
witten testinmnony she had gathered from students and
comunity nenbers.

3:42: 04 PM

PEPPER POND, CHAIRVAN, | MAG NATION LIBRARY, KENAI (via
tel econference), testified in support of reinstating funds
for Best Beginnings. She related that Best Begi nnings was
the primary funding source for the Inmagination Library. She

referenced studies that illustrated the inpact of the
program on kindergarten preparedness. She discussed facets
of the Imagination Library, including |ocal par ent
engagenent activities at comunity | ocati ons. She

highlighted the access to the program by |owincone
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famlies, and discussed the nunber of program recipients.
She specified that the Imagination Library in Kenai was
funded through 50 percent [|ocal support, and 50 percent
from Best Begi nni ngs.

3:44: 34 PM

JOE CGALLAGHER, SELF, SCOLDOTNA (via teleconference), urged
the conmttee to restore funding for public broadcasting.

3:45: 26 PM

FRED  STURMAN, SELF, SOLDOTNA (via teleconference),
encouraged the commttee to reduce the budget further. He
di scussed the budget shortfall, and oil price and
production. He stated that the Division of Mtor Vehicles
could be elimnated. He stated that road maintenance in the
state should be contracted or reduced.

3:47: 36 PM

ROGER BOYD, SELF, KENAI (via teleconference), wurged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
remarked that public radio was one of the few sources of
locally produced news and public service announcenents
avai lable to Alaskans. He described funding for public
broadcasting as a successful public-private partnership. He
voiced that he would be willing to pay an inconme tax in
order to fund a healthy, prosperous, and well-infornmed
state. He added that expanding Medi caid, funding education,
and fundi ng public broadcasting would aid in doing so.

3:50: 07 PM

LADAWN DRUCE, SELF, STERLING (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting

She stated that she was a supporter of her local radio
station. She al so spoke in support of full funding for Pre-
K progranms, and testified in favor of the OAL program She
di scussed the inportance of early childhood education. She
referred to HB 80, sponsored by Representative Lynn Gattis,
and suggested its passage would save the state nobney by not
requiring students to take a college career readiness
assessnment (ACT, SAT, WrkKeys) in order to graduate.

Vice-Chair Mcciche noted that he had spoken wi th Senator
Dunl eavy, who woul d be carrying a conpanion bill to HB 80.
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3:52:34 PM

JESSIE BJORKMAN, TEACHER, N KISKI (via teleconference),
testified in support of fully funding education prograns.
He discussed special teaching activities that provided
students with experiences in and out of the classroom

3:54: 49 PM

KAI TLIN VADLA, SELF, SOLDOTNA (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funding for education. She encouraged the
committee to restore the one-tinme funding for education.
She expressed a desire to hear dialogue on a fiscal plan;
and referenced a recent presentation by David Teal,
Director, Legislative Finance Division.

3:56: 57 PM
AT EASE

3:57:30 PM
RECONVENED

Vi ce-Chair M cci che handed the gavel to Senator Hoffnman.
JODY SEITZ, CTY PLANNER, DILLINGHAM (via tel econference),
urged the committee to fund conmunity jails and spoke in
support of revenue sharing.

4:00: 05 PM

DAN DUNAWAY, FRI ENDS OF KDLG, DI LLI NGHAM (via
tel econference), urged the commttee to restore funding for
public broadcasting. He asserted that public radio in the
Dl lingham area was not nerely for entertainnment; but was
for emergency services that many peopl e depended upon.

4:01: 39 PM

SONJA MARX, LI BRARI AN, DI LLI NGHAM PUBLI C LI BRARY,
DI LLI NGHAM (via tel econference), testified in favor of the
OAL program She discussed how the community used the
program

4:02:42 PM

M CHAEL HARDER, SELF, DILLINGHAM (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
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broadcasting, revenue sharing, and comunity jails. He
suggest ed t hat many pr oposed budget cuts woul d
di sproportionately affect rural Al aska. He asked the
committee to consider the inpact of extrene austerity
budget cuts and al so consider sources of state inconme. He
related that he would be willing to pay an incone tax.

4:04:49 PM

DAN  PASQUARI LLO, CHEF O PQOLICE, DI LLI NGHAM  (vi a
tel econference), spoke in support of funding for comunity
jails. He discussed the role of the Dillingham Conmunity
jail in the Bristol Bay area crimnal justice system and
suggested there would be greater expense to the state (in
transport, enployee, and admnistrative costs) iif the
D | Iingham Community jail was not fully funded.

4:07:49 PM

TERRY HAI NES, SELF, KODI AK (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting, and
voi ced opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine
H ghway System (AMHS). He discussed the inportance of
public broadcasting and the mnmarine highway to Southwest
Al aska. He discussed marine transportation use by business
owners. He asserted that public broadcasting gave Sout hwest
Al askans access to critical information through Gavel to
Gavel, local and statewide news reporting, and energency
i nformation services.

4:09:17 PM

COLLEEN FORD, SELF, KODI AK (via teleconference), urged the
commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting. She
di scussed how public Dbroadcasting can provide early
chi | dhood educati on t hr ough educat i onal tel evi si on
pr ogr amm ng.

4:10: 27 PM

PAT BRANSON, CITY MAYOR, KODIAK (via teleconference),
voi ced opposition to funding cuts to AVHS, and urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. She
spoke to the need for the marine highway to operate wth
greater efficiency. She spoke about the vital energency
services provided by public broadcasting, and denied that
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it was budgetary "low hanging fruit" wused nerely for
ent ertai nnent.

4:12: 23 PM

ROY MADSEN, SELF, KODIAK (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
related that he was a 77-year resident of Alaska, and
di scussed the services that public broadcasting provided
for isolated parts of the state.

4:14:29 PM

PENNY LAMPL, SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTI ON COORDI NATOR, KODI AK
WOMEN' S RESOURCE AND CRISIS CENTER (KWRCC), KODIAK (via
tel econference), urged the commttee to reinstate funds for
donestic violence and sexual assault prevention prograns.
She discussed prevention and awareness progranms and their
i nportance to the community.

4:15:43 PM

LAUREN HUMPHREY, OUTREACH COORDI NATOR, KWRCC, KODIAK (via
tel econference), urged the commttee to reinstate funds for
donmestic viol ence and sexual assault prevention prograns.

4:16:27 PM

SANDRA W LKINS, OUTREACH COORDI NATOR, KWRCC, KODIAK (via
tel econference), urged the commttee to reinstate funds for
donestic violence and sexual assault prevention prograns.
She discussed her work with the Kodiak conmunity and the
i nportance of donestic viol ence education.

4:17:45 PM

DAVE KUBI AK, SELF, KODIAK (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
di scussed the fornmer state inconme tax and the inportance of
critical state services, including public broadcasting,
whi ch he described as "vital."

4:20:12 PM

NATASHA HAYDEN, SELF, KODIAK (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
and voiced opposition to funding cuts to AVHS. She echoed
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the coments of the previous testifiers regarding public
br oadcasti ng. She discussed the marine highway, and
remarked on the challenges of transportation from Kodiak
| sl and. She discussed the use of the marine highway for
busi ness owners and commercial fishers.

4:23:21 PM

PAT HOLMES, SELF, KODIAK (via teleconference), urged the
committee to fund the Legislative Information Ofices. He
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting, and voiced opposition to funding cuts to
AVHS. He also spoke in support of funding for state parks
and the Departnment of Fish and Gane, specifically the
Divisions of  Conmmerci al Fishing and Subsi stence. He
expressed wllingness to pay a state incone tax, and
encouraged the legislature to nmake cuts in its per diem and
use of state services.

Senat or Hof f man handed t he gavel to Senator Bi shop.

ANSTATEW DE TELECONFERENCE- OFFNET SI TES

4:27:49 PM

Co-Chair MacKi nnon announced that there would be no
testifier nanmes accepted after 4:30pm

4:28:08 PM

ROBERT VENABLES, ENERGY AND TRANSPORTATI ON COORDI NATOR
SOQUTHEAST CONFERENCE, HAI NES, voiced opposition to funding
cuts to AVHS. He related that he was the chair for the
Al aska Marine Transportation Advisory Board. He discussed
the MV Ml aspina and her operation as a day boat in the
sumrer as a good return on the state's investnent. He
related that the advisory board would neet in the follow ng
week to | ook at fiscal and strategi c planning.

4:30:18 PM

AUDREY HUDSON, MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER, METLAKATLA (via
t el econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to AVHS
She discussed the ongoing and varied use of the marine
hi ghway by residents of Metlakatla. She strongly objected
to any cuts to AMHS.
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4:34:09 PM

CATHLEEN THERRI EN, SELF, EAG.E RIVER (via tel econference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting. Additionally, she advocated for funding for
Pre-K prograns and the Public Defender's Ofice.

4:35:26 PM

AMY MARSHALL, SELF, CRAIG (via teleconference), testified
in favor of OA and Live Honework Help prograns. She
related that she was the director of the Craig Public
Library and a nmenber of the Craig Cty School D strict
Board. She discussed the various ways in which the O
program was utilized by the Craig Public Library. She
related that OAL funding |everaged federal E-rate funds.
She remarked on how Live Homework Hel p was wi dely used.

4:38: 02 PM

TYLER ROSE, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES AND
STRATEG C PLANNING WH TE PASS AND YUKON RAI LROAD, SKAGWAY
(via tel econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to
AVHS. He discussed the economc effect that the funding
cuts woul d have on the railroad and on the Sout heast area.

4:39:45 PM

BETH SM TH, OWER, SKAGMY PIZZA STATION, SKAGMY (via
tel econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to AVHS
She discussed regional transportation needs and expressed
concern regarding adverse effects on her business if ferry
servi ce was reduced.

4:42: 38 PM

JAN WRENTMORE, SKAGMWAY AD HOC MARINE H GHWAY COW TTEE,
SKAGWAY (via teleconference), voiced opposition to funding
cuts to AVHS. She also stated that the Mayor of Witehorse,
Yukon wurged the conmittee to fund the ferry system She
di scussed transportation in the Skagway area and the
possi bl e adverse effects of reduced ferry service.

4:45: 08 PM
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Rl CHARD Bl SHOPR, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for CACFA. He discussed
CACFA' s functions and its benefit to Al askans.

Acting Chair Bishop related that the Senate Finance
Subconmm ttee for DNR had reinstated the fundi ng for CACFA

4:47:27 PM

BECKY LONG SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference), nmade a
financial suggestion. She discussed the Al aska Energy
Aut hority and proposed that the l|egislature could recoup
funds fromthe Susitna Dam project for reappropriation.

4:49: 34 PM

DEBRA  SCHNABLE, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, HAI NES CHAMBER OF
COMVERCE, HAINES (via tel econference), voiced opposition to
funding cuts to AMHS, the D vision of Forestry tinber
program and public broadcasting. She suggested the Senate
Fi nance Conmittee consider reallocating $14 mllion in the
budget from the Juneau Access Road project design to AVHS
She discussed proposed cuts to the forestry offices in
Hai nes, and expressed support for locating a regional
forestry office in Haines. She suggested inplenentation of
an inconme tax to fund public broadcasti ng.

4:53:11 PM

LYNN BATEMAN, DI RECTOR, COFFMAN COVE COWUNI TY LI BRARY
COFFMAN COVE (via teleconference), testified in favor of
the OAL program She related that many library users
depended upon the technical resources provided via the
program and its acconpanying bandw dth. She described the
expanded conmputing capabilities that came wth the
est abl i shnent of OWL.

4:55:17 PM

BOB SCHUMAKER, PRESIDENT, ALASKA FARMER S ASSOCI ATI ON
PALMER (via teleconference), spoke against the reductions
to the Division of Agricul ture. He asserted that
agriculture prograns were vital to the wellbeing of the
state. He discussed agricultural prograns and how they
benefitted the people of Al aska.

4:58: 26 PM
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KEVI N SHI PLEY, SUPERI NTENDENT, KAKE CI TY SCHOOLS, KAKE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of increased education
funding. He voiced opposition to funding cuts to AVHS. He
di scussed alternatives to the cuts to AVHS.

5:00: 33 PM

ROBERT FI THI AN, SELF, LOAER TONSINA (via teleconference)
spoke against the budget reductions in the D vision of
Agriculture. He related that he and his famly operated a
ranch and rai sed Hi rmal ayan yaks.

5:03: 43 PM

MATT KOOKESH, SELF, ANGOON (via teleconference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to AVHS. He renarked that Angoon
was already operating at a mninum with regard to state
facilities and infrastructure; noting that that there was
no airport, barge landing, or mintained AVHS facility in
Angoon.

5:07:16 PM

BRENDA  JOSEPHSOQON, SELF, HAINES (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for the Haines Forestry
O fice. She comented on the unenploynent rate in Haines.
She pointed out that the Haines State Forest had 46 mles
of road that were actively used by the comunity, and
di scussed deterioration and di m nished access to the roads
in the absence of managenent by a |local forestry office.

5:09: 06 PM

SARA CHAPELL, SELF, HAINES (via teleconference), spoke in
support of full funding for Pre-K prograns. She testified
in favor of the OAL program Parents as Teachers, and Best
Begi nnings. She also urged the conmttee to restore funding
for public broadcasting. She asserted that the proposed
budget cuts disproportionately affected smaller towns in
Al aska. She discussed the potential for |osing federal
mat chi ng funds for the local radio station.

5:11: 33 PM

RAND ROSECRANS, SELF, GALENA (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
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He highlighted the inportance of public radio in rural
Al aska, and expressed concern for the potential |oss of
federal matching funds.

5:13:48 PM

MARGUERI TE LARI VI ERE, DI RECTOR, KEGOAYAH PUBLIC LI BRARY
NOVE (via teleconference), testified in favor of the OA
program and spoke in favor of full funding for broadband
in schools. She discussed the patronage of the library and
OAL program use by Nonme residents. She discussed training
and education opportunities nade available by broadband
i nternet access through OA, and suggested its utilization
woul d save the state noney.

5:15:56 PM

ROCKY SEWARD, SELF, HAINES (via teleconference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to the Haines Forestry Ofi ce.

5:18: 29 PM

ELLIE HENKE, SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
She discussed the inportance of public radio to rural
Al aska. She discussed the budget of the Al aska Energy
Aut hority for the Susitna-Wtana Hydroel ectric project, and
suggested it would be better spent el sewhere.

5:21: 07 PM

SCOIT  ROSSMAN, OMNER, STUW  COVPANY, HAINES (via
tel econference), testified against the elimnation of the
Hai nes Forestry O fice. He related that he operated a snall
| oggi ng conpany in Haines. He worried how the closure of
the forestry office would result in the closure of his
business. He related that the Haines State Forest was
created by an act of the legislature in 1982, and suggested
that the state had an obligation to manage it.

5:22:58 PM

BETSY CONNELL, SELF, G RDWOOD (via teleconference), urged
the conmttee to restore funding for the G rdwod Al aska
State Trooper post. She discussed public safety coverage by
t he Anchorage Police Departnent.
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5:25:09 PM

STAI NSLAUS AFSCAN, SELF, ST. MARYS (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting, and testified in support of public education
prograns. He pointed out that St. Mary's was the only
single-site school district in the Lower Yukon area and
di scussed the advantages of a good educati on.

5:28: 30 PM
AT EASE

5:29:46 PM
RECONVENED

Senat or Bi shop handed the gavel to Vice-Chair M cciche.

5:30: 09 PM

ELLEN WOLF, SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference), stated
that nonies from the Al aska Energy Authority budget shoul d
be reappropriated to fund sone of the proposed reduced
progranms. She discussed the Susitna-Wtana Hydroelectric
Proj ect.

5:32:19 PM

STEVEN  ANGASAN, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, SOQUTHWEST  ALASKA
VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON  CENTER (SAVEC), KING SALMON (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for SAVEC
He di scussed program growth and projects at at SAVEC

5:34:52 PM

JOAN KAUTZER, SELF, KUPREANOF (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting.
She asserted that public broadcasting in Alaska had the
hi ghest per <capita comunity financial support in the
country. She shared her budget experience as a public radio
board nenber. She discussed the use of public radio in
rural areas. She nentioned a proposed road in Kake and
opi ned that the funding should be reappropriated to AVHS.

5:37:45 PM

PAUL DAUPHI NAS, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, ALASKA PUBLI C OFFI CES
COWM SSI ON, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified in

Senat e Fi nance Comm ttee 27 03/31/15 2:11 P. M



support of funding for the Alaska Public Ofices
Comm ssion. He discussed the inpact of the proposed budget
cuts.

5:40: 08 PM

VICKI OITE, CH EF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, MINT CORPORATI ON,
MCGRATH (via teleconference), testified in support of
funding for the Southwest Alaska Fire Protection Center in
McG ath. She expressed a desire to see a fire protection
pl an for the Sout hwest area.

5:42:22 PM

DUSTI N PARKER, MAYOR, CITY OF MCGRATH (via tel econference),
spoke in support of funding for the Southwest Alaska Fire
Protection Canp in McGrath. He expressed great concern for
t he econom c inpact of the proposed cuts.

5:44: 32 PM

FRANK M LLER, PRESIDENT, MINT CORPORATIQON, MCGRATH (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for the
Wldland Fire Station in McGath. He discussed the dearth
of enployment in the Interior.

5:46:15 PM

DOUG SM TH, SELF, TALKEETNA (via tel econference), urged the
commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
di scussed the need for the legislature to find additional
sources of funding governnent beyond oil. He discussed
proposed cuts to education and expressed opposition to the
Susi ta- Wat ana Hydroel ectric project. He spoke in favor of
Medi cai d expansi on.

5:48: 15 PM

SHARON STRICK, SELF, MCGRATH (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting.
She related that she was a retired admnistrative clerk
from DNR, and expressed support for funding for the fire
canp in McGath. She read from a resolution by the Tanana
Chi efs Conference that supported funding for fire
suppression in the Sout hwest area.

5:52:31 PM
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VWH TNEY  WOLFF, SELF, TALKEETNA (via tel econference),
encouraged the commttee to reappropriate the funds
previously set aside for the Susitna-Wtana Hydroelectric
proj ect .

5:54:58 PM

ANNE- MARI E PAULM ERI, SELF, HAINES (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for the Haines area
Forestry O fice. She referenced a resolution to the sane
effect from the Haines Borough Assenbly. She referenced a
letter of support for Forestry Ofice funding from the
Hai nes Chanber of Commrerce. She opined that the two-person
Hai nes Forestry Ofice supported effectively supported
industry and jobs in Haines and fulfills a statutory
obligation to manage the Haines State Forest. She also
encouraged the <conmittee to uphold education funding
comm tnents fromthe previous year.

5:57:19 PM

GECRCE PI ERCE, SELF, KASILOF (via teleconference), spoke in
support of full funding for Pre-K prograns, K-12 education,
and urged the conmttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting. He suggested that the |egislature needed to
| ook at the state's tax structure.

Vi ce-Chair M cciche closed public testinony.

CSHB 72(FIN) was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

CSHB 73(FIN) was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

#
ADJ OQURNIVENT
6: 01: 23 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 6:01 p. m
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