SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
March 31, 2015
9:08 a. m

9:08: 57 AM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Kelly called the Senate Finance Commttee neeting
to order at 9:08 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Anna MacKi nnon, Co-Chair
Senator Pete Kelly, Co-Chair
Senator Peter M cciche, Vice-Chair
Senator Cick Bishop

Senat or M ke Dunl eavy

Senat or Lyman Hof f man

Senat or Donny O son

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Vernon Carl son, Board Chair, Denal i Bor ough  School
District, Denali Borough; Maureen Moore, Sprout Famly
Services, Honer; Jackie Eisenberg, Sprout Famly Services,
Homer .

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

G deon Garci a, Chief Operating Oficer, CIRI Al aska
Touri sm Anchorage; Deborah Hansen, Pikes Waterfront Large,
Anchorage; Douglas Staats, Commander, Alaska Cvil Air
Patrol, Anchorage; Cat heri ne Coward, Self, Anchorage;
Candi ce MDonald, Owmer, Salnon Berry Tours, Anchorage;
Alyse @Glvin, Self, Anchorage; Deena Mtchell, Self,
Anchor age; Juliana Wayman, Best Begi nnings, Anchorage; Erin
Harrington, Former Board Menber, Kodiak Public Broadcasting
Cor por at i on, Anchor age/ Kodi ak; Bill Ronber g, Al aska
Mountain Rescue G oup, Anchorage; Stacey Lucason, UAA
St udent Gover nnent , Anchor age; Abbe  Hensl ey, Deput y
Di rector, Best Beginnings, Anchorage; Abigail Dunni ng



Newbury, Board of Directors, Bean's Café, Eagle R ver;
Randy O son, Program Manager, Children's Lunchbox Program
Bean's Café, Anchorage; Scott Stender, Mnager, Bean's
Caf é, Anchorage; Warren O son, Menber, Citizens Advisory
Comm ssion on Federal Areas, Anchorage; Panela Kelley,
Education Director, Al zheimer's Resource  of Al aska,
Anchorage; Melissa Emel, Deputy Director, Abused Wnen's
Ald in Crisis (AWAIC, Anchorage; Richard Irwin, Chair,
Council on Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault, Anchorage;
Kaira Shaw, Self, Wasilla; Andy Hollenman, Pr esi dent,
Anchorage Education Association, Anchorage; Sam Snyder,
Menber, Susitna River Coalition, Anchorage; Ron Hol stron,
Screen Actors Cuild-Anerican Federation of Television and
Radio Artists (SAG AFTRA), Anchorage; Mry Jo Torgeson,
Director, Anchorage Library; Anchorage; Enmly Cross, Board
Menber, KNBA  Radi o; Anchor age; Robi n Sm th, Sel f,
Anchorage; Jessica Cer, Alaska Public Affairs Manager,
Pl anned Parenthood Votes Northwest, Anchor age; Laura
Cisnero, Project Manager, Best Beginnings; Coordinator,
| magi nation Library, Eagle River; Al ex Sci vka, Sel f,
Anchor age; Chel sie Morrson- Heat h, Community  Educat or,
Standi ng Toget her Against Rape, Anchorage; Ray Metcalfe,
Former Alaska State Legislator, Anchorage; Brett Carlson,
Self, Coldfoot; Kristin Ranstad, Drector, Head Start,
Rural Cap, Anchorage; Dirk Shumaker, Executive Director,
Kids' Corp. Inc., Anchorage; Deborah WIIlians, Executive
Director, Anchorage Youth Devel opnent Coalition, Anchorage;
Kayl ee Jenkins, Self, Anchorage; Alan LeMaster, Al aska
Travel | ndustry Association (ATIA), Gakona; St ephani e
Littleton, Self, dennallen; MIIlIi Mrtin, Self, Honer;
Rajil Christianson, Self, Honer; Mko Haggerty, Self,
Hormer; Dave Lewi s, Self, Homer; Anna Meredith, Self, Honer;
Sherry Stead, Self, Honer; Shenandoah Lush, H gh School
Student, Honer; Lillian Johnson, H gh School Student,
Honer; Boyd Ables, Self, dennallen; Mary Odden, Self,
Cel china; Karen Shenet, Self, Honmer; Lisa "Red" Asselin,
Early Childhood Coalition, Homer; Megan Mirphy, Homer,
Self; Alisa Moy, Parent, Honer; Jim Stearns, Parent,
Homer; Jill Lush, Sprout Famly Services, Honer; Rachel
Ronber g, Prevention and CQutreach Coordi nator, Sout h
Peni nsul a Haven House, Homer; Tara Schmi dt, South Peninsul a
Haven House, Honer; Ingrid Harrald, South Peninsula Haven
House, Honer.

SUMVARY

CSHB 72( FI N)
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APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS

CSHB 72(FIN) was HEARD and HELD in commttee for
further consideration.

CSHB 73(FIN)
APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET

CSHB 73(FIN) was HEARD and HELD in commttee for
further consideration.

PUBLI C TESTI MONY:
ANCHORAGE
GLENNALLEN, SEWARD, HOMER

#hb72
#hb73
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 72(FI N

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnment and for
certain progranms and capitalizing funds; and providing
for an effective date.”

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 73(FIN)

"An Act nmeking appropriations for the operating and
capital expenses of t he state's i ntegrated
conprehensive nental health program and providing for
an effective date."

9:09: 09 AM

Co-Chair Kelly discussed that the commttee would hear
public testinmny on CSHB 72(FIN) and CSHB 73(FIN).

APUBLI C TESTI MONY: ANCHORAGE

9:10: 06 AM

G DEON  GARCI A, CH EF OPERATING OFFI CER, ClRI  ALASKA
TOURI SM ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified in
support of the restoration of $3 mllion for the tourism
marketing budget. He detailed that CIR Al aska Tourism
operated various tour conpanies and |odges in Alaska; the
conpany enployed close to 500 enployees during its peak
season. The conmpany worked closely wth other visitor
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i ndustry partners such as the Alaska Railroad Corporation

He di scussed that the visitor industry had seen growh, but
conpetition continued to be strong worldw de. He stressed
the need to ensure that Al aska was a viable and wel com ng
destination. He touched on the return on investnent
provided to CIRI shareholders; the conpany contributed to
communities through sales, property, bed taxes, and port
fees. He stressed that tourism nmarketing provided a
positive return on investnent.

9:12: 23 AM

DEBORAH HANSEN, PIKES WATERFRONT LARGE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for
tourism marketing. She shared a recent experience in
Col df oot, Al aska related to tourism many of the visitors
were from other countries. She explained that t he
experience was an exanple of how tourism funding brought
people and noney to the state. She stressed that the

tourism industry provided enploynent. She asked the
conmittee to adopt the House version of the proposed $11.9
mllion increnment for tourisny the anobunt represented a cut

of 40 percent.

9:14: 23 AM

DOUGLAS  STAATS, COWANDER, @ ALASKA CIVIL AR PATRO.,
ANCHORACGE (via teleconference), spoke against a reduction
of $100,000 for the Cvil Ar Patrol (CAP) in the
Department of Public Safety budget. He relayed that CAP had
saved seven lives in the past year on search and rescue
m ssions. He detailed that CAP operated various aircrafts
in nultiple areas; it had 749 volunteer nenbers statew de.
The volunteers had contributed tine with an estinmated val ue
of $2.6 mllion in the past year. Funding had been static
since 2008, which represented a reduction of 9 percent. He
stressed that CAP could not absorb the cut and it would
mean current functions could not be maintained. He rel ayed
that the cut would likely nean the closure of one or nore
units, which would reduce search and rescue capabilities.

9:16: 27 AM

CATHERI NE COMRD, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke in favor of increased funding for public schools. She
related that she was active in working for increased school
funding the previous year. She was dismayed at the need to
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fight to keep funding that was prom sed the prior year. She
under st ood t hat t he state was facing difficulty
financially, but balancing the budget on the backs of
children was immoral and unsustainable. She stressed that
the state's conmmunities and econony would not effectively
grow if graduation rates decreased and incarceration rates
increased. She noted that Al aska would |ose young adults
seeking better education opportunities for their children
in other states. She enphasized that public education
funding was a core need for Alaska. She believed it was
time to find additional revenue elsewhere if the state
could not find funds for educati on.

9:18: 19 AM

CANDI CE MCDONALD, OWNER, SALMON BERRY TOURS, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in support of the restoration of $3
million increnment for tourism narketing. She provided
information about her business that was growing at an
average of 32 percent annually. She detailed that the
conpany's growmh was due largely to the state's tourism
marketing efforts. She stated that the focus on narketing
had enabled her conpany to provide year-round jobs wth
benefits.

9:20:19 AM

ALYSE GALVIN, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of fully funding education. She reasoned that the
current session was the beginning of an extended process
where Al askans were coming to grips with the fiscal crisis
facing the state. She discussed that the problem could not
be solved with budget cuts alone. She believed the state
and society had an obligation to provide a quality
education to all children. She opined that it was tinme for
strength, courage, and vision. She stressed that it was
extrenely short-sighted to cut the voluntary Pre-K and
Parents as Teachers funding. She spoke in support of
reinstating funds for Best Beginnings. She encouraged the
committee to keep the promise made by the legislature the
previ ous year by restoring the education funds.

9:22: 37 AM

DEENA M TCHELL, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funding education. She believed public
schools were the foundation of the country's denocracy. She
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asked the conmittee to stand by the three-year schedul e of
funding it provided to school districts statewide in HB 278
the prior year. She recalled watching what past cuts had
done to the state's education system She was di snayed t hat
the system was back where it had started prior to the
passage of HB 278. She remnded the conmttee that
| egi sl ators had acknowl edged that a promse is a promse
and that in spite of low oil prices, education was a top
priority and would continue to be funded per HB 278.

9:24: 43 AM

JULI ANA VAYMAN, BEST BEG NNI NGS, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in support of reinstating funds for
Best Begi nnings. She testified in favor of restoring funds
for Imagination Library. The prograns currently served
close to 24,000 children statewide including 10,000 in
Anchorage of which 50 percent were in low incone
nei ghbor hoods. She stated that wth [local chapters the
program had the ability to reach 85 percent of the state's
children. She stated that investnment in early |earning had
been shown to be a good investnent.

9:25:57 AM

ERIN HARRI NGTON, FORMER BOARD MEMBER, KODI AK  PUBLI C
BROADCASTI NG CORPORATI ON, ANCHORAGE/ KODI AK (via
tel econference), urged the conmmttee to restore funding for
public broadcasting. She recognized the difficult budget
situation. She asked the legislature to let public nedia be
partners in a rational nove towards smaller state
government. She believed the public nedia system needed
time to adapt to budgetary changes. She stressed that 100
percent cuts overnight would have cascading inpacts on
rural and urban locations that would be difficult to absorb
well. She opined that publicly supported nedia was an
i nval uabl e service to the state's citizenry and to inforned
deci sion making in the state.

9:28:12 AM

Bl LL ROVBERG ALASKA MOUNTAI N RESCUE GROUP, ANCHORAGE (via
t el econference), spoke in support of funding for the Al aska
State Trooper request for search and rescue wthin the
Departnent of Public Safety. He asked for full funding for
the departnment's aircraft section including a $500, 000
request for maintaining the helicopter assets. Menbers
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recogni zed that the state was facing revenue shortfalls;
however, they were concerned that risks to search and
rescue volunteers and troopers would increase if support
was not provided. He discussed pilot training and provided
an exanple of a recent rescue mssion that highlighted the
need for helicopter assets and a robust training program

9:31: 22 AM

STACEY LUCASON, UAA STUDENT GOVERNVENT, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of restoring funding for
the University of Alaska. She appreciated that a Senate
Fi nance Budget subconmittee had reduced the cut to $20
mllion. She read from a variety of student coments
regardi ng budget cuts. She shared that a cut in funding
encouraged students to finish their education out of state.
She relayed information from a student who could not
conplete their prerequisites because funding cuts had
[imted courses. She stressed that Al aska could not support
losing its talent in order to sustain its economc future.
She conmunicated that in the absence of o0il cutting
educati on was not the way forward.

9:33: 36 AM

ABBE HENSLEY, DEPUTY DI RECTOR, BEST BEG NNI NGS, ANCHORAGE
(via tel econference), spoke in support of reinstating funds
for Best Beginnings and the Inmagination Library. She shared
that 23,603 children under five years of age had received a
hi gh-quality, age appropriate book through the program in
the past nonth. She enphasized that many Al askans had
wor ked hard to achieve the remarkable mlestone; currently
43 percent of Alaska children under the age of five were
recei ving books at hone. She stated that a cost of $30 per
year per child was a bargain. She discussed the critical
inmportance of early literacy in a child s education. She
detailed that children who are read to at honme develop a
stronger vocabulary, better |anguage ability, and other.
Addi tionally, kindergarten assessnent scores for |[|anguage
and literacy had increased by 11 percent from 2009 to 2013.
She shared additional statistics about the benefits of the
program

9:36: 40 AM

ABI GAI L DUNNI NG NEVBURY, BOARD OF DI RECTORS, BEAN S CAFE
EAGLE RIVER (via teleconference), spoke in favor of
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reinstating funds for the human services conmmunity matching
grant to the House version of the bill. Bean's Café and the
Children's Lunchbox program provided basic human services
to the poorest people in Anchorage. She stated that the
nore the econony suffered fromfalling oil prices and from
the deficit facing the state, the nore people would need
the services. She related that the program provided hot
meal s and warm shelter year-round for hungry and honel ess
people. Children's Lunchbox provided weekend neals for
children in Title 1 schools. She detailed that it was
estimated that every human services community matching
grant $1.00 ultimately |leveraged to provide approximtely
$9.00 to the comunity.

9: 38: 54 AM

RANDY OLSON, PROGRAM MANAGER, CHILDREN S LUNCHBOX PROGRAM
BEAN' S CAFE, ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), spoke in favor
of reinstating full funding for the human services
comunity matching grant to the |evel passed by the House.
She shared that the Children's Lunchbox program was
currently offered in seven Title 1 schools in Anchorage;
t he budget reduction would nean the | oss of one school (416
children). She stressed that if children were worried about
where their next neal was comng from they could not focus
on anything else including education. She inplored the
conmittee to reconsider the cuts to the human services
mat chi ng grant.

9:40: 20 AM

SCOIT  STENDER, MANACER, BEAN S CAFE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), testified in support of the human services
community matching grant for Bean's Café. He stated that a
$64,000 gap did not sound like a substantial armount of
noney, but it was significant to the Bean's Café clients
He stated that the conmunity value was over $500,000. He
did not know where the people would go. The program
provided clients wth mil, transportation, and famly
stabilizing services. He asserted that every dollar
provided to the program neant |ess nobney was spent on
energency response and other. He stressed that the noney
was critical to hundreds of people.

9:42: 28 AM
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WARREN OLSON, MEMBER, CITIZENS ADVISORY COW SSION ON
FEDERAL AREAS, ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), believed the
current federal admnistration would have an influence on
Alaska in the upconmng tw vyears. He discussed the
interpretation and inplenentation of the Alaska National
Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). He shared that
the organization was an advantage to Al aska. He asked for
future funding.

9:44: 43 AM

PAMELA KELLEY, EDUCATION DI RECTOR, ALZHEI MER S RESOURCE OF
ALASKA, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), urged the conmttee
to support the human services community matching grant and
to hold the reduction at the 20 percent mark passed by the
House. She shared that the agency was a recipient of grant
funding; the matching grants partially funded two prograns
serving individuals Fairbanks. She detailed that the
agency's prograns resulted in measurable inprovenent in the
ability for a famly caregiver to continue providing care
to a famly nmenber. She stressed that fam |y caregivers
carried nore than 75 percent of the care burden that
Al zheiner's and related denentias represented in Al aska.
The program represented savings to the state through
Medi cai d.

9:46: 55 AM

MELI SSA EMVEL, DEPUTY DI RECTOR, ABUSED WOMEN' S AID I[N
CRISIS (AWAIC), ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), urged the
commttee to reinstate funds for donestic violence and
sexual assault prevention prograns. She detailed that
primary prevention stopped violence before it occurred. She
shared that many wonen in her |ife had personally
experienced violence. She was sick and tired of watching
peopl e she loved get hurt. She was proud to be an Al askan,
but she was not proud that half the wonmen in Anchorage
woul d experience domestic or sexual violence in their
lifetime. She referred to the staggering costs associated
with violence. She stressed the inportance of investing in
evi dence-based strategies. She highlighted the G een Dot
i ntervention nodel. She reiterated  her request for
rei nstatenent of the funding for prevention prograns.

9:51:14 AM
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RICHARD ITRWN, CHAIR, COUNCIL ON DQOVESTIC VIOLENCE AND
SEXUAL ASSAULT, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), urged the
conmittee to reinstate $1.5 mllion in the Departnent of
Public Safety, Council on Donmestic Violence and Sexual
Assault (CDVSA) budget. He spoke to the devastating
statistics related to donestic violence and sexual assault
in Al aska. He spoke to the necessity of cultural change. He
stressed the inportance of a primary focus on prevention.
He believed that w thout prevention the sane issues would
need to be nanaged repeatedly. He stated that a change in
cul tural norms would not occur wthout a focus on
prevention. He opined that the state should stop building
nore prisons and work on preventing people from being
incarcerated. He stated that "it is nmuch easier to build a
boy, than repair a man."

9:55:17 AM

KAl RA SHAW SELF, WASILLA (via teleconference), urged the
commttee to reinstate funds for donestic violence and
sexual assault prevention prograns. She related her
personal experience with donestic violence and a |ack of
safety for her famly. She stressed that if the assaults
could have been prevented that the past two years of her
life wuld not be in shanbles. She discussed the
heartbreaking inpact of the violence on herself and her
teenage son. She passionately inplored the conmttee to
fund violence prevention prograns. She stressed that her
life would never be the sanme as a result of the assault.

9: 58: 09 AM

ANDY HOLLEMAN, PRESI DENT, ANCHORAGE EDUCATI ON ASSCOCI ATI ON
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke in support of
education funding. He spoke to the problens caused by
uncertainty in funding. He observed that education funding
was always the last thing to be voted on during |egislative
sessions even as |ocal school budgets were being formed. He
was not asking for an increase in the current budget, but
that the committee keep the legislature's promse from the
previous vyear that wuld provide stability and help
districts plan for the future.

10: 00: 05 AM

SAM SNYDER, MEMBER, SUSI TNA RI VER COALI TI ON, ANCHORAGE (Vi a
tel econference), spoke against funding for the Susitna
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River Dam He stressed that the Alaska Energy Authority
(AEA) was sitting on $33.5 million to build a project that
was bad for the state's fish and communities and failed to
sol ve energy needs. He asserted that the project should be
shut down and the funds should be reappropriated. He stated
that the funds could be used to address donestic violence
for 30 years, the education budget could be backfilled to
keep teachers in the classroom nultiple years of oil spill
response, the Chinook salnon recovery program etc. He
referred to polling showing that over 65 percent of
Al askans opposed the project. He spoke to the projected
cost of the project of $5.65 billion; however, by the tine
it was conpleted it could cost over $10 billion. He urged
t he committee to t ake t he noney from AEA for
reappropriation to nore essential state priorities.

10: 02: 22 AM

RON HOLSTRON, SCREEN ACTORS GU LD AMERI CAN FEDERATI ON OF
TELEVI SION AND RADI O ARTI STS (SAG AFTRA), ANCHORACGE (via
tel econference), spoke in opposition to SB 39, which would
elimnate the filmcredit program He stated that the bil
would elimnate the notion picture industry in Al aska. He
rel ayed that other states and countries had begun
developing film incentive prograns at approximately the
sane tine as Alaska. He shared that other states had
i mredi ately begun building infrastructure associated wth
the industry, but Al aska had not. He spoke about the | ack
of major notion pictures being filmed in Alaska in the
previous three years. He believed alternatives were needed
to stinmulate Alaska's econony. He opined that the film
industry was inportant and could help bring noney to the
st at e.

Co- Chair MacKinnon noted that the public testinony for SB
39 had been opened and cl osed previously. She relayed that
any additional coments could be sent in witten form to
t he Senate Finance Comm ttee.

10: 05: 36 AM

VERNON  CARLSOQN, BOARD CHAIR, DENALI BOROUGH  SCHOCL
DI STRICT, DENALI BOROUGH, spoke in favor of education
funding and funding for Alaska Native Science and
Engi neering Program (ANSEP). He thanked the conmttee for
hearing public testinmony. He relayed that funds from the
education bill that passed the prior year nmeant $156,000 in
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2016 and $96,000 in 2017; the district had hired its
gui dance counselor and curriculum director back after
receiving the funds. He detailed that the district would
have to elimnate the positions if the funds were lost. He
stressed that the Denali Borough did not have any "fluff"
in its school budget; it did not have food prograns,
swWi nm ng pools, tracks, etc. He provided a story about a
student and ANSEP. He relayed that ANSEP was wusing a
significant amount of private funding. He spoke to the
program s success.

10: 08: 44 AM

MARY JO TORGESON, DI RECTOR, ANCHORAGE LI BRARY; ANCHORAGE
(via teleconference), testified in favor of the Online with
Libraries (OA) program She also spoke in support of
reinstating funds for Best Begi nnings. She shared that Live
Honework Help was a tutoring program that had started
approximately five years wearlier; there were currently
34,000 users. She requested funding for OA at the House
| evel . She discussed the need for broadband service to
access the program She related that wthout the OA
program village libraries would not have good access to
conputers. She urged the committee to fund OAL at $772, 000
and Live Honework Help at $138,000. She spoke in support of
full funding for Pre-K prograns.

10: 11: 30 AM

EMLY CRCSS, BOARD MEMBER, KNBA RADIO  ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), urged the conmttee to restore funding for
publ i c broadcasting. She stressed that a 100 percent cut to
public broadcasting was too excessive; the |loss of $135, 000
in grants received by KNBA would significantly inpact the
services provided by the station. She detailed that the
cuts would likely nmean workforce reduction and the |oss of
news, public affairs, and nusic programmng. The station
was the producer of Native Anmerica Calling and National
Native News. She enphasized that a loss of public radio
woul d cause a serious disconnect for rural comrunities. She
encouraged committee nenbers to visit rural Al aska.

10: 13: 18 AM

ROBIN SM TH, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), spoke in
support of funding for education. She understood that the
state was facing a deficit and that cuts needed to be made;
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however, the reduction in oil prices was already negatively
inmpacting the state's economnmy. She inplored the conmttee
to take care when nmaking cuts to prevent the state from
going into a recession. She urged the comittee to adopt
Governor Wal ker's nore noderate plan to reduce the budget
over several years to help the econony to adapt. She shared
that she was not a parent, but felt strongly that education
and children's success at school was critical to Alaska's
success. She el aborated that children who succeeded did not
end up on Medicaid, in prison, or taxing governnental
services. She spoke in support of Best Begi nnings and ot her
Pre-K prograns.

10: 15: 34 AM

JESSI CA CLER, ALASKA PUBLIC AFFAIRS MANAGER, PLANNED
PARENTHOOD VOTES NORTHWEST, ANCHCORAGE (via tel econference),
spoke in favor of restoring $360,000 that had been renoved
from the budget the previous year for the Chlanydia
Canpaign. She detailed that in 2013 Al aska had ranked
nunber 1 in rates of chlanydia infection; the rate was
nearly double the national average. She stressed that when
left wuntreated the disease could lead to infertility,
ectopi c pregnancy, and chronic pelvic pain. She encouraged
addi ng fundi ng for accessi bl e sexual |y transmtted
infection testing and treatnent; it would only require
$50,000 to keep a portion of the program running.
Additionally she requested a restoration of $1.5 mllion
for statew de donestic violence and sexual assaul t
prevention prograns. She enphasized that the state's public
health goals woul d never be reached until the preval ence of
rel ati onshi p abuse was greatly reduced.

10:17: 50 AM

LAURA Cl SNERO, PRQIECT MANAGER, BEST BEG NNI NGS;
COORDI NATOR, | MAG NATI ON LI BRARY, EAGCE RIVER (via
tel econference), spoke in support of reinstating funds for
Best Beginnings and the Inmagination Library. She related
that the previous day, her office had to send an email out
to thousands of parents notifying them that online
enrollment had to be shutdown given fiscal difficulties.
She relayed that the response from the public had been
i mredi ate. She encouraged the conmttee to reinstate sone
of the funding to help the program becone nore self-
sustaining in the follow ng year.
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10:19: 19 AM

ALEX SCI VKA, SELF, ANCHORACGE (via teleconference), urged
the committee to restore funding for public broadcasting

He wunderstood that reductions should be expected, but
believed that the proposed elimnation of funding was
steep. He recalled public nedia programmng from his
chil dhood including Sesane Street. He asked the conmttee
to consider restoring funding to the |evel proposed by the
House.

10: 20: 06 AM

CHELSI E MORRSON- HEATH, COVMUNI TY EDUCATOR, STANDI NG
TOGETHER AGAI NST RAPE, ANCHORACE (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to reinstate funds for donestic
viol ence and sexual assault prevention prograns. She had
witnessed Alaska's rates of violence firsthand. She
supported evidence-based prevention progranmng including
Green Dot. She inplored the commttee to advocate and act
as voices against violence in the state. She reasoned that
"if we're only focused on reaction, we'll always be
reacting." She stressed the inportance of thinking about
i ndi vidual s inpacted by violence every day. She enphasized
that the high rates of violence were not inevitable.

10: 22:18 AM

RAY METCALFE, FORMER ALASKA STATE LEG SLATOR, ANCHORACE
(via teleconference), recalled his forner role as chair of
the state affairs commttee. He shared that the legislature
had set up a managenent system for the Al aska Permanent
Fund; the system had been created with the expectation that
the state would soneday need to rely on the fund to take
over when oil ran dry. He believed it was tine to consider
converting the Permanent Fund to an endowrent fund by
contributing all future revenues produced by the fund and
by the sale of resources. He believed there should be a
fixed percent per year and that a dividend should be
included in the process. He had historically pushed back
agai nst spending the fund earnings. He was wlling to
change his position if the proper proposal was put forth.
He stated that an 8 percent return could easily be achieved
on dedicated funds, which would provide the state with a
$5.5 billion budget in the current year.

10: 24: 44 AM
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BRETT CARLSON, SELF, COLDFOOT (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of funding for tourism marketing. He discussed the
goal for Alaska's travel resource was developed to the
maxi mum benefit of Alaskans and that the devel opnent
occurred in a way wher e Al askan- owned busi nesses
(particularly in rural areas) could share in the benefits.
He stated that from a small business perspective, nothing
was nore inportant to devel opnment of the industry than the
tourism marketing program He stated that the tourism
mar keti ng program was to the devel opnent of Al aska's trave

resource what a gasline was to the nonetization of gas on
the North Slope. He wunderstood the need to develop
sustai nable state budgets and to stabilize the private
sector econony as governnent funding began to be wthdrawn.
He relayed that the travel industry brought $2 billion into
the state and created over 40,000 jobs.

10: 27: 21 AM

KRI STI N RAMSTAD, DI RECTOR, HEAD START, RURAL CAP, ANCHORAGE
(via tel econference), spoke in support of reinstating funds
for Best Begi nni ngs. She thanked a Senate Finance
subconmittee for adding an unallocated increnment of
$320,000 for Pre-K grants, Parents as Teachers, or Best
Begi nnings. She was fully aware of the need to bal ance the
state budget. She urged the committee to nake snart choices
as the state entered the fiscal situation. She stated that
high quality early childhood education was an extrenely
W se investnent. She detailed that early chil dhood
education helped prepare young children to succeed in
school and to beconme better citizens. She spoke to the
favorabl e outcones of access.

10: 29: 50 AM

DI RK SHUMAKER, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, KIDS CORP. INC,
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified in favor of
restoring funds for the Parents as Teachers and Best
Begi nni ngs prograns. He discussed how the prograns hel ped
parents to be nore confident parents and to Dbetter
understand and neet their child' s devel opnental needs. He
shared additional benefits of the progranms. He stated that
elimnating the progranms that provided the |nmagination
Li brary and early learning coalitions throughout the state
would greatly weaken Alaska's fragile wearly |learning
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systens. He asked the Senate to keep young children as the
state's highest priority.

10: 31: 24 AM

DEBORAH W LLI AMS, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, ANCHORAGE YQUTH
DEVELOPMENT  COALI TI ON, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to reinstate funds for donestic
viol ence and sexual assault prevention prograns. She
enphasi zed the effectiveness of prevention. She stated that
full funding saved the state noney. She stressed the
i mportance of funding for wearly learning and childhood
devel opnment. She urged the conmmttee to review her witten
t esti nony. She inplored the commttee to fund K-12
educati on.

10: 34: 05 AM

KAYLEE JENKI NS, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of the Imgination Library. She
rel ayed that the program had been a blessing. She recalled
that her nother had focused on reading to her at an early
age. She stressed the inportance of early education. She
encouraged the commttee to reinstate funding.

APUBLI C TESTI MONY: G_ENNALLEN, SEWARD, HOVER

10: 35: 46 AM

MAUREEN MOORE, SPROUT FAMLY SERVICES, HOMVER, spoke in
support of early childhood education. She asked the
committee nmenbers to consider their |ife experiences when
t hi nki ng about the budget. She asked commttee nenbers to
thi nk about Alaska their famly and to consider what they
would do for their children. She enphasized that children
were the nost inportant resource in the state. She stressed
that it was not possible to get the first five years of a
child s life back. She stressed the inportance of providing
education to children.

10: 38: 38 AM

JACKI E ElI SENBERG, SPROUT FAM LY SERVICES, HOVER, testified
in favor of funding for early childhood progranms. She
worked with famlies that were at risk of having their
children renpved from the hone. She shared that she had
been a victim of donestic violence and had been a nother
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with high risk factors. She stressed that various providers
had offered her extra help and support. She relayed that
famlies she was working with were strong and resilient
but had many things they were facing inter-generationally.
She stated that the little help that could be provided by
home visiting was very inportant. She stated that the state
could invest in changing the trajectory early on instead of
paying for it later.

10:41: 07 AM

ALAN LEMASTER, ALASKA TRAVEL | NDUSTRY ASSCOCI ATION (ATIA)

GAKONA (via teleconference), testified in support of
increased funding to the ATIA marketing budget. He owned
one of the snmall businesses in rural Alaska. He relayed
that the businesses in rural Al aska were nmade up of 40,000
enpl oyees and accounted for the state's second |argest
industry. He spoke against a proposed reduction of 40
percent to the tourism budget. He believed 40 percent
dramatically exceeded ATIA's fair share. He stressed that
the cut could be catastrophic. He relayed that the industry
was willing to do its part to make cuts. He stated that the
i ndustry contributed directly to the marketing plans with a

contribution of $2.7 mllion. He stated that Al aska had one
of the nost effective marketing prograns worldw de. The
i ndustry continued to be conmtted to nmmking its
contribution in the future. The reduction by the
| egislature from $16 mllion down to $6.2 mllion with a
caveat of increasing funds from businesses was not

realistic. He asked the comrttee to add $1.7 million to
the $6.2 mllion increnment. He stated that the businesses
depended on the legislature and its decision. He urged the
conmittee to do all it could to support the 40,000
i ndi vi dual s and busi nesses.

10: 43: 48 AM

STEPHANI E LI TTLETON, SELF, GLENNALLEN (vi a tel econference),
spoke against cuts to the public broadcasting system The
| ocal station provided the conmunity with news, weather,
energency broadcasting, and other. She comrunicated that
the comunity had been about to upgrade its signal in order
to carry 360 North and Gavel to Gavel, but the cut would
prevent the wupgrade. She believed other areas had nore
options for connectivity. She stated that many people could
not afford to get a satellite service or internet. She
hoped the committee would hel p her community.
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10:44: 50 AM

M LLI MARTIN, SELF, HOVER (via teleconference), testified
in opposition to cuts to public broadcasting. She rel ayed
that in 35 years she had witnessed five volcanic eruptions
and several devastating fires; she appreciated the warnings
by public radio. She stressed that public radio provided
notification about energencies, news, public safety, and
other. She did not believe comrercial radio stations could
afford to devote the tine that public radio could provide.
She believed the legislature had a responsibility to
provide public safety. She urged the conmttee to
reconsi der the cut.

10: 46: 39 AM

RAJI L CHRI STI ANSON, SELF, HOMER (via tel econference), spoke
against the 100 percent cut to public broadcasting. She
acknowl edged the financial difficulties currently facing
the state; however, the Kenai Peninsula relied on public
radio for energency service notification, information,
| ocal government neetings, and other. She stressed that
public radio enpowered her to be an inforned voter. She
stressed that public radio should not be cut.

10:48: 21 AM

MAKO HAGCERTY, SELF, HOVER (via teleconference), testified
in support of public broadcasting and the Homer Legislative
Information Ofice. He relied on the public radio station
and the LIO for remaining connected to the rest of the
state. He was aware of the financial difficulties facing
Al aska. He enphasized that rural communities were just as
integral to the state as the larger comunities. He spoke
to the safety alerts, weather, news, and other provided by
public radio. He stressed that the radio was a key
conponent for rural communities in the state.

10: 50: 24 AM

DAVE LEWS, SELF, HOVER (via teleconference), spoke 1in
support of public radio. He asserted that it was not
necessary to clear cut the state's budget. He stressed that
destroying programs was not beneficial for the average
Al askan. He stated that other sources of inconme needed to
be considered including a statewi de incone tax. He believed
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oil and tax credits needed to be |ooked at and that
corporate and mining taxes should be increased. He stated
that cuts needed to be equal across the board.

10: 51: 36 AM

ANNA MEREDI TH, SELF, HOVER (via teleconference), testified
in support of prevention progranm ng. She worked to reduce
violence in the comunity by educating youth. She nentioned
vari ous prevention progr ans. She shar ed t hat t he
programm ng nodels were effective and provided positive
youth and adult and peer-to-peer interactions. She stated
that the prograns helped teens in making choices that
supported their resilience. She wanted to live in a
community where children knew they were supported by adults
in making healthy and safe choices. The prograns had
provided a place for comunity nenbers to connect after a
sexual assault case had occurred several years earlier. She
conmuni cated that prevention work was good for business.

10: 53:49 AM

SHERRY STEAD, SELF, HOVER (via teleconference), testified
in support of prevention prograns. She stressed that Al aska
had the highest rate of violence in the nation. She
stressed that a $1.5 mllion cut to prevention prograns
would be spent on hospital costs, police costs, court
cases, and donestic shelters. She stressed that the state's
current rate of violence was hindering its comunities and
famlies. She communicated that the psychol ogical cost of
violence lasted a lifetime. She stated that education was
the only way violence had ever been reduced. The |ocal
Grls on the Run and Coaching Boys into Men prograns were
successful .

10: 55: 35 AM

SHENANDOAH  LUSH, H GH SCHOOL  STUDENT, HOVER (via
tel econference), spoke in support of prevention funding.
She discussed donmestic violence, teen honel essness,
substance abuse, and other that existed in the community.
She nentioned various prevention prograns including Geen
Dot, Grls on the Run, Stand up Speak up, and Lead on that
had been successful. She stated that cutting the funding
woul d be harnful and would reduce progress. She stressed
that | acerating funding woul d not benefit the community.
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10: 57: 27 AM

LI LLI AN J OHNSQN, H GH SCHOOL STUDENT, HOVER (via
t el econf erence), testified in support of prevention
fundi ng. She shared that she had seen the entire community
be deeply affected by violence, suicide, and sexua
assaul t; however, she had al so been a part of hel ping Homer
to bounce back from times of adversity. She discussed
community projects that had changed her |ife for the
better. She discussed that Geen Dot had been proven to
reduce sexual violence by 50 percent in high schools. She
stated that the response to the program was overwhel m ngly
positive. She enphasized that w thout Council on Donestic
Vi ol ence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA) funds G een Dot would
not be provided.

11: 00: 24 AM

BOYD ABLES, SELF, GLENNALLEN (via tel econference), spoke in
support of public broadcasti ng. He appreciated the
| egi slature's work. He stressed that the service had nade a
significant difference in his life and in the lives of
others. He was willing to pay his share of taxes if they
were needed. He recognized that the legislature had an
i npossi ble job, but he hoped public broadcasting would be
f unded.

11: 02: 38 AM

MARY CDDEN, SELF, CELCHI NA (via teleconference), spoke in
support of public broadcasting and the dennallen
Legislative Information Ofice. She stated that public
broadcasting was the only access to state news, weather,
| ocal jobs, connectivity to the world, and other. She
shared that topics on Al aska science, education, and social
concerns were addressed daily in progranm ng. She stressed
that her famly would not have the ability to live in the
area while nmaintaining their responsibility as citizens to
the state without public radio. She stated that the Al aska
Public Radio Network was a statewi de organization that
brought issues from rural and urban areas together in a
prof essional and objective venue. She stated that cutting
funding to public broadcasting cut the head and hands off
the body politic; the nessage was that rural areas did not
need to know what was going on in the rest of the state
She strongly believed the cuts were unw se.
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11: 05: 13 AM

Co- Chair MacKinnon noted that the neeting would adjourn
shortly due to Senate Floor Session. Vice-Chair M cciche
wondered if there was another tinme to fit the testifiers
in. Co-Chair McKinnon replied that testifiers could cal
in at 3:00 pm if they did not have tine to speak during
t he current neeting.

KAREN SHEMET, SELF, HOVER (via teleconference), testified
in support early childhood education, youth prograns,
prevention, and public radio.

11: 06: 38 AM

LI SA "RED' ASSELIN, EARLY CHI LDHOOD COALITION, HOMVER (via
t el econference), requested the restoration of partial
funding to Best Begi nnings and Parents as Teachers.

11: 06: 53 AM

MEGAN MURPHY, HOMER, SELF (via teleconference), testified
in favor of early childhood funding, public radio, and
primary prevention.

11: 07: 15 AM

ALI SA MOOY, PARENT, HOVER (via teleconference), requested
the reinstatenent of $1.5 mllion in CDVSA prevention
funds. Additionally, she asked for the restoration of
public radi o funding.

11: 07: 26 AM

JI M STEARNS, PARENT, HOMVER (via teleconference), spoke in
support of the reinstatenent of CDVSA prevention funding.
He stated that "an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure."

11: 07: 40 AM

JILL LUSH, SPROUT FAM LY SERVI CES, HOVER (via
tel econference), asked for full funding for Parents as
Teachers and Best Begi nni ngs. She stated that "an

investnment in early childhood is an investnent for life."

11: 07: 55 AM
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RACHEL ROVBERG, PREVENTI ON AND OUTREACH COCRDI NATOR, SOUTH
PENI NSULA  HAVEN  HOUSE, HOMER (via t el econference),
requested the restoration of $1.5 mllion in CDVSA
prevention funds. She asked for full funding for the early
chi | dhood education prograns Best Begi nnings and Parents as
Teachers.

11: 08: 16 AM

TARA SCHM DT, SOUTH PENI NSULA HAVEN HOUSE, HOMER (via
tel econference), requested the restoration of $1.5 mllion
in CDVSA prevention funds. She urged the reinstatenent of
funds for public radio and early chil dhood prograns.

11: 08: 32 AM

| NGRI D HARRALD, SOUTH PENI NSULA HAVEN HOUSE, HOMER (via
tel econference), strongly urged the comrittee to restore
funding to early | earni ng pr ogr ans i ncl udi ng Best
Begi nnings and Parents as Teachers in addition to funds for
CDVSA preventi on.

CSHB 72(FIN) was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

CSHB 73(FIN) was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

#
ADJ QURNVENT

11:10: 14 AM

The neeting was adjourned at 11:10 a. m
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