SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
March 25, 2015
2:04 p.m

2:04: 32 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair MacKinnon called the Senate Finance Committee
nmeeting to order at 2:04 p. m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Anna MacKi nnon, Co- Chair
Senat or Pete Kelly, Co-Chair
Senator Peter M cciche, Vice-Chair
Senator dick Bishop

Senat or M ke Dunl eavy

Senat or Lyman Hof f man

Senat or Donny d son

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Tim Lankin, Staff, Senator Gary Stevens; Senator Gary
St evens, Sponsor.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

M chael Pol i akof f, Vi ce- presi dent of Policy American
Council of Trustees and Alumi, Virginia;, Samuel Stone,
Executive Director, Civics Education Initiative, Arizona;
Stuart Thonpson, Self, WMat- Su.

SUMVARY

SCR 1 Cl VI CS EDUCATI ON TASK FORCE
SCR 1 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

SB 57 CLEAN Al R ACT PLAN

SB 57 was SCHEDULED but not HEARD.



#scrl
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON NO. 1

Relating to a legislative task force on civics
educati on.

2:05: 14 PM

TIM LAMKIN, STAFF, SENATOR GARY STEVENS, explained the
resolution had grown out of the quiet epidenmc anongst
students in the nation, pronpted by No Child Left Behind

of academic testing overriding civics education. He said
that liberal arts had been left behind in public education,
whi ch had been recognized by other states, resulting in
policies to change curriculumin order to highlight civics.
He noted that in 2000, the |egislature passed House Bill
192, which required school districts to regularly recite
the Pledge of Allegiance. He shared that in order to gain
citizenship incomng citizens had to pass a civics rest by
60 percent. He opined that 92 percent of immgrants were
passing the test by 60 percent, conpared to 3 to 4 percent
of graduating high school seniors in Arizona and Ckl ahona
in 2012. He concluded that Anerica's youth was
di sassoci ated fromthe republic.

2:08:43 PM

SENATOR GARY  STEVENS, SPONSOR, echoed M. Lankin's
comments. He believed that the task force would lead to
enforceabl e solutions. He felt that Al aska could learn from
other states. He stated that the City of Boston had brought
i ndustry and educators together to figure out how to teach
civics in each classroom and incorporate civics throughout
the curricul um

2:10:56 PM

Senat or Dunl eavy thought t hat the issue was worth
exploring. He opined that the percentage of eligible voters
in the country was in decline. He said that 22 countries in
the world mandated voting. He thought that the fact that
American citizens had the right to choose not to vote was
probl ematic. He hoped a task force could nmake a difference
in the present state of civics education in the country.

2:12: 33 PM

Senat e Fi nance Comm ttee 2 03/25/15 2: 04 P. M



Co- Chair MacKi nnon wondered who would participate in the
task force. Senator Stevens deferred to M. Lankin.

M. Lankin spoke to Page 2, line 22 of the bill:

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force consists of 12 nenbers
as foll ows:
(1) three menbers of the house of representatives
appoi nt ed by t he speaker of t he house of
representatives, including one nmenber of the mnority
organi zati onal caucus;

(2) three menbers of the senate appointed by the
president of the senate, including one nenber of the
mnority organi zati onal caucus;

(3) the comm ssioner of education and early
devel opnent or the conm ssioner's designee;

(4) five nmenbers of the public appointed jointly by
the speaker of the house of representatives and the
presi dent of the senate as foll ows:

(A one nenber of the National Educati on
Association who is a teacher wth significant
teaching experience in civics or social studies
educati on;

(B) one mnenber representing the Association of
Al aska School Boards;

(© one nenber who is a student enrolled in good
standing in a public high school who wll be a
senior in the school on the date of the first
nmeeting of the task force; the student nust
denonstrate an interest in civics education and

| eader shi p;
(D) one nmenber who is a judge or otherw se
represents t he j udi ci al branch of state

gover nnent ;

(E) one nenber representing the
Uni versity of Al aska;

2:14: 22 PM
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M CHAEL  POLI AKOFF, VI CE- PRESI DENT OF PCLICY AMERI CAN
COUNCI L OF TRUSTEES AND ALUWNI , VI RG NI A (via
tel econference), discussed the presentation, "Students,
Citizens and Qur Nation’s Future" (copy on file).

M. Poliakoff |ooked at Slide 2, "James Madi son 1822":

Learned Institutions ought to be favorite objects with
every free people. They throw that |ight over the
public mnd which is the best security against crafty
& danger ous encroachnents on the public liberty.

What spectacle can be nore edifying or nor e
seasonable, than that of Liberty & Learning, each
leaning on the other for their mutual & surest
support ?

M. Poliakoff stated that civic education had to be based
on civil know edge and understanding of Anerica's
institutions of governnment. He noted that SCR 1 properly
began with a call to assess the state of civic education in
Al aska. He suggested that no student should [|eave high
school without a strong foundation in United States
History; including how the institutions of governnent
devel oped. He asserted that no student should |eave college
wi thout a mature collegiate grasp of American Hi story, and
the successes and failures of its free institutions. He
relayed that the country's founders were aware that the
lifespan of liberty was unlikely to be long wthout wel
informed, participating, citizens.

2:16:17 PM

M. Poliakoff highlighted Slide 3, "National Perspectives
on Historical Illiteracy":

Survey of 556 college seniors at the “Top 25" National
Universities and the “Top 25” National Liberal Arts
Col | eges.
eBeavis and Butthead 99 percent identified
correctly
* Snoop Doggy Dog 98 percent identified correctly
*George Washington as general at Yorktown 34
percent identified correctly
«Janmes Madison as Father of the Constitution 23
percent identified correctly
* Abr aham Li ncol n as author of the words:
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“Governnent of the people, by the people, for the
peopl e” 22 percent identified correctly

M. Poliakoff opined that nationwide, free institutions
were threatened by a plague of ignorance and under
education in civic matters. He shared that the Anmerican
Council surveyed college students and college graduates
regularly to assess the state of historical and civic
knowl edge, with terrifying results.

2:16: 25 PM

M. Poliakoff discussed Slide 4, "It Gets Wrse":

Results of a 2012 survey of recent college graduates
(G f K Custom Research North Anerica)

How Long Are Ternms for Menbers of Congress?
38.4 percent identified correctly

Who i s Lady Gaga?

96.2 percent identified correctly

M. Poliakoff asserted that voters that could not nanme the
term lengths of the representatives they elected were
unlikely to be making well inforned decisions. He relayed
that a 2006 Pew Research Report reveal ed that 26 percent of
18 to 29 year-olds polled could nane Condol eezza Rice as
the Secretary of State; only 15 percent knew that Vliadimr
Putin was president of Russia.

2:17: 16 PM

M. Poliakoff | ooked at Slide 5, "Cause and Effect":

ACTA' S Study of the Core Curricul um
VWhat WII They Learn?

82 percent of four-year colleges and universities do
not require foundational study of American history or
gover nnment

He noted that the proposed |egislation |ooked toward best
practices in other states. He said that Texas, Ceorgia and
Nevada had legislation for public universities that
required all students to take coarse work within their core
curriculum requirenents in United States H story and
Government. He shared that Arizona and North Dakota had
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recently passed |aws mandating that student s pass
exam nations showing civic literacy. He said that Al aska
did very well to consider the practices of states that
required coarse work based on know edge and understandi ng
of the primary docunents of American and state governnent.
He asserted that the initiatives in other states had not
been expensive. He felt that comunity service projects
were part of an inportant ethic, characteristic of the
u. S, and were a key part of religious and civic
associ ations. He contended that schools and colleges were
the unique and essential place for teaching and |earning
about Anerica's history and government. He hoped that the
initiative would lead to new requirenments in the state at
the K-12 and coll egi ate | evels.

2:19: 28 PM

Senat or Dunl eavy understood that there were nmany ways in
whi ch  historical docunents could be interpreted. He
wondered which interpretation would be taught in schools
and col | eges.

M. Poliakoff replied that it would be the best practice to
bring case studies and real |ife exanples of how the system
of governnment in the US. worked. He said that teachers
should be honest to teach of tines when the system has
failed. He felt that core know edge of docunments was the
basis for all discussion and that there was no substitute
for the civic enmpowernment that came from knowi ng the |aws
and institutions of governnent in the nation, and how they
came to be.

2:22:16 PM

SAMUEL  STONE, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, ClVICS EDUCATI ON
I NI TIATIVE, AR ZONA (via teleconference), testified in
support of the resolution. He shared that there were nany
studies that reflected the inportance of the |egislation.
He asserted that the United States Ci vics and Inmmgration
Service (USCIS) exam was very basic. He felt that Anerican
students were lacking in civics education. He thought that
stronger civics education in schools could create future
civic leaders. He hoped that the task force could explore
options as to how schools could inprove civics prograns and
engage students. He noted that the founding fathers had
debated whether the United States Constitution should be a
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living or static docunent, which had led to the great
growt h of our society.

Co- Chair MacKi nnon OPENED public testinony.

2:26: 58 PM

STUART THOWMPSON, SELF, MAT-SU (via teleconference), read
froma prepared testinony (copy on file):

| salute the chairman and nenbers of the Senate
Education Conmmittee. | am Stuart Thonpson—an Al aska
citizen living in Senator Huggins district—acting on
behal f of nyself and posterity in support of Senator
Stevens SCR 1. | have carefully prepared 3 mnute
testinmony that succinctly supplenments what |’ ve
al ready communi cated. Start of my testinony.

My previous testinony on record covered clear
justification for launching a legislative task force
on civics education, and suggested anendnents that
woul d strengthen results fromthat task force. Some of
t hese anmendnents apparently have already found favor
wi th Senator Stevens. | am happy to contri bute.

There are two nmatters | shall cover today. One is why
| apparently cone across as a mad-dog before you. The
other is armng you against intimdation from Al aska’s
apparent fiscal troubles in the pursuit of your duties
under Article 7 of the Al aska Constitution.

First why do | seemto cone across as a mad-dog? There
are two wel |l -evidenced principles about all governnent
that clarify mtters. To save tine, consider the
si npl est one

Currently, citizens are expected to just voice their
concerns and ner e opi ni ons about bills—easily
acconplished in three mnutes. So who am | to try to
take tine to testify on relevant facts, |aw, history,

and bill inmprovenents as if | was one of those so-
call ed experts-—who are allowed an hour or nore for
“presentations”? | testify the way | do because

history teaches that multiple mnds—erganized even
incrementally—do a better job of piecing together
solutions than even a couple geniuses given the sane
t ask. . If it wasn't for this, denocracies and
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republics like ours wouldn't ever have reason to cone
into existence! W’'d all be Iliving under Plato’'s
phi | osopher ki ngs, as advised by councils of
i nvestigators.

Second, if you think favorably of Senator Steven’s
SCR1, but are discouraged because of Alaska s fiscal
troubl es, take heart. I have five stand-al one
solutions for financing SCR1l's task force and even its
event ual recommendat i ons—al | arising from our
political heritage. None depend on *“stealing from
Peter to pay Paul”. Naturally, | don’'t have sufficient

time to elaborate here and now, and finance is not
under this conmttee’'s jurisdiction. But since past
Legi sl atures have been weak in their fiduciary duties—
thereby creating Alaska s current fiscal troubles—you
senators should jointly wurge Finance to show sone
hum ity and consi der some out si de-of -t he box

t hi nki ng.
So all 1 ask of this comittee—beyond passing this
bill out—+s for its nenbers to contrive making the

Finance Conmmttee give ne 9 mnutes to present ny
ideas for financing SCRL and its inevitable task force
reconmmendati ons. Senator Dunleavy, you mght remnd
fell ow Finance Conmittee nenbers that the tine-honored
maxim for handling fiscal problenms is creating
additional .incone streans while concurrently cutting
expenditures. And ask how they can deny nmy 9 mnutes
on that basis. Consequently if they baulk or get
egotistical, Senator Huggins can legitinately execute
a nmneuver as Rules Conmittee Chairnman. He can
threaten to bring this bill and nmy fiscal testinony to
a Commttee of the Wuole—due to Finance Committee
negl i gence.

As usual, | amfaxing this testinony to the Commttee,
and as a courtesy I’'lIl fax the prepared testinony
want to give to the Finance Commttee as well. It

doesn’t matter which of ny solutions to financing SCRL
gets utilized —they all achieve the sane result. But
what is crimnal—+ repeat crimnal—+s rejecting any
and all solutions to a problemthat | have drastically
proven is inherently solvable. Good Iluck on your
del i berati ons.

2:34: 24 PM

Senat e Fi nance Comm ttee 8 03/25/15 2: 04 P. M



Co- Chai r MacKi nnon CLOSED public testinony.

2:34: 43 PM

Senator Stevens noted that there was nobre to a civics
education than the foundational docunents of the country;
the docunments were crucial, but there were additional
classes in history, denbcracy, governnent, parlianmentary
procedure, denocratic processes and current events that
were inportant. He quoted Benjamn Franklin in response to
t he question whether America was a republic or a nonarchy:

"A republic, if you can keep it."

SCR 1 was HEARD and HELD in conmmittee for further
consi derati on.

Co- Chai r MacKi nnon di scussed housekeepi ng.
#

ADJ OQURNIVENT
2:37:16 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 2:37 p.m
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