SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
March 20, 2015
9:02 a.m

9:02: 26 AM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair MacKinnon called the Senate Finance Committee
nmeeting to order at 9:02 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Anna MacKi nnon, Co- Chair
Senat or Pete Kelly, Co-Chair
Senator Peter M cciche, Vice-Chair
Senator dick Bishop

Senat or M ke Dunl eavy

Senat or Donny O son

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senat or Lyman Hof f man

ALSO PRESENT

Gary Folger, Comm ssioner, Departnment of Public Safety;

Kel ly Howel | , Director, Di vi si on of Adm ni strative
Servi ces, Depart ment of Publ i c Saf ety; Quy Bel |,
Adm ni strative Director, Di vi si on of Adm ni strative

Services, Ofice of the Governor.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Craig Fleener, Arctic Policy Advisor, Ofice of the
Gover nor.

SUMVARY
SB 26 BUDGET: CAPI TAL

SB 26 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

FY 16 BUDGET OVERVI EWG:

OFFI CE OF THE GOVERNOR



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY

#sb26

SENATE BI LL NO. 26
"An Act making appropriations, including capital
appropriations and ot her appropri ations; maki ng

appropriations to capitalize funds; and providing for
an effective date."

9:02: 26 AM

"OVERVI EW FY 16 BUDGET DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY

9:02: 52 AM

GARY FOLCER, COW SSI ONER, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
(DPS), introduced hinself and shared that he felt in
partnership with the conmttee as they worked on the budget
process.

KELLY HOWELL, DI RECTOR, DI VI SI ON OF ADM NI STRATI VE
SERVI CES, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, discussed the
presentation "Departnment of Public Safety Capital Budget
Overview' (copy on file), and related that the departnent
had three requests and one reappropriation.

Ms. Howell addressed slide 2, "FY 2016 Capital Budget
Request ":

-Marine Fisheries Patrol |nprovenents: $1,200.0 Fed

-Rental Assistance for Victins - Enpowering Choice
Housi ng Program $2,000.0 DGF

- Al aska Donesti c Vi ol ence and Sexual Assaul t
| nterventi on Program $850.0 DGF

- Reappropriation for Body Wrn Caneras and In-Car
Vi deo Caneras: $350.0 UGF

Ms. Howell explained that the Marine Fisheries Patrol
| mprovenents request was federal funds. She furthered that
it was an annual project and was part of a joint
enf or cenent agr eenment with National Marine Fisheries
Service to primarily fund equi pnent for the Alaska Wldlife
Troopers. She added that it also would fund four positions:
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a sergeant and admi nistrative assistant in Kodiak; a public
safety technician in Dutch Harbor, and a public safety
technician in Seward.

Ms. Howel | spoke about two project requests, the Enpowering
Choi ce Housing Program ($2 mllion) and the Al aska Donestic
Vi ol ence and Sexual Assault Intervention Program both of
which she characterized as "pass-through" funds. She
clarified that the two itens were placed in the budget, and
were Designated General Funds (DGF) through the Permanent
Fund Dividend (PFD) Crimnal Fund. She noted that the
previ ous day the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC
had covered the housing program request in its presentation
to the commttee. She specified that the departnent had
envi sioned that the Council on Donestic Violence and Sexual
Assault (CDVSA), which was admnistratively housed by DPS
would transfer the funds to AHFC via a reinbursable
services agreenent in order to continue providing rental
assistance to those inpacted by donestic violence and
sexual assault.

Ms. Howel | spoke to the Al aska Domestic Violence and Sexua
Assault Intervention Program request for $850,000. She
enunerated that the program was a col |l aborati on between the
Anchorage Police Departnent, the nunicipal prosecutors
office, the nunicipal Departnent of Health and Human
Services, Abused Wnen's Aid in Cisis (AWAIC), Standing
Toget her Agai nst Rape (STAR), Victinms for Justice, and both
the Council and the Network on Donestic Violence and Sexua
Assault. She discussed the goal of reducing donestic
violence in Alaska by increasing offender accountability,
and inproving victim safety. She added that there were
multiple services funded through the program at the
current tinme the $850,000 funded about 45 percent of the
cost of the program wth the nunicipality funding the
remai ni ng portion through in-kind and cash nat ches.

9:07:15 AM
AT EASE

9:09: 06 AM
RECONVENED

Ms. Howell <clarified that the progranms receiving funding
were nmenbers of the Network on Donmestic Violence and Sexua
Assault, and the funds were not being received or directed
by the network.
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Senator O son asked if the intervention program had been
funded through one-time funding the previous year. M.
Howel | stated that her understanding was that the program
was ongoing and received federal funding directly through
the Municipality of Anchorage. Once the federal funding was
expended, the program began seeking other funding sources.
She specified that they had received funding from
Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) and other
sources prior to the upcomng fiscal year. She reiterated
that the nunicipality provided some support directly and
t hrough personal services (such as two officers designated
fromthe Anchorage Police Departnent).

Senator O son asked why the request was placed in the
capi tal budget rather than the operating budget if it was
not a one-tinme appropriation. Ms. Howell clarified that it
was not a departnent initiated request; rather, the
adm nistration had placed the two prograns in the
departnent's budget. She furthered that the request was
placed in the departnent's budget for the reason that the
CDVSA was one of the agencies able to grant funding using
the PFD Crim nal Funds.

9:11: 32 AM

Senator Dunleavy reflected that under AHFC there was a
simlar program and asked why the prograns did not
coll aborate or conbine efforts. M. Howell concurred that
the previous day AHFC had presented the Enpowering Choice
Housi ng Program which had historically been placed in its
budget; however the admnistration placed the rental
assistance for victins in the DPS budget to continue the
program using PFD Crimnal Funds. She asserted that DPS
woul d continue to work with AHFC in support of the housing
program as well as the Village Public Safety Oficer (VPSO
housi ng program She advised that the departnent worked
very closely in consultation with AHFC for the comrunities
that were receiving funding through the VPSO housing
pr ogram

Senator O son pointed out that DPS, along with AHFC, was
al ready supporting sone prograns (such as STAR) and asked
for clarification as to how the funding was directed. M.
Howel | explained that the funding that had been going
directly to the municipality of Anchorage for the program
provided nore than just direct services to victins. She
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el aborated that the program also provided staff to update
the public safety information network wth inmmediate
information on conditions of release, which enbodied an
of fender accountability conponent to the program She
agreed to provide additional details if necessary.

Senator O son expressed a desire for additional details on
t he program

9:14:50 AM

Senator Dunleavy asked if the Marine Fisheries Patrol
i nprovenents request was conpletely federally funded. M.
Howel | responded in the affirmative.

Senator Dunleavy asked if the reappropriation (for body
worn caneras and in-car video canmeras) was to support the
project, rather than a reappropriation fromthat to another
project. Ms. Howell confirned that the reappropriation was
from an existing capital appropriation that was for a video
conferencing project that had been conpleted. She furthered
that the estimated anmobunt to be reappropriated would be
$350, 000, for the purchase of body-worn and in-car video
caneras for Al aska State Troopers.

Co- Chair MacKi nnon asked if $5,000 per unit was the average
cost of the in-car video caneras. M. Howell shared that
the estimated cost of body-worn caneras was $500 to $700
per unit. She added that the reappropriation, in addition
to being for the caneras, would cover the cost of storage
for the video files that woul d be generated.

Co-Chair MacKi nnon asked if M. Howell could provide her
office wwth justification for the high cost of the in-car
caneras at a |ater date.

9:17: 06 AM

Vice-Chair Mcciche wondered if there was an inconsistency
with the nunber and price of caneras. Ms. Howell reiterated
that her notes indicated that the cost of body-worn caneras
to be $500 o $700 per wunit, and the cost of the in-car
video caneras to be $5,000 per unit. She reasserted that
DPS would provide additional information to the committee
with regard to cost of the caneras, and whether the cost
i ncluded installation and ot her conponents.
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Co-Chair MacKinnon reiterated the request for additional
information regarding the Alaska Donestic Violence and
Sexual Assault Intervention Program that Senator O son and
Senat or Dunl eavy had asked about earlier in the neeting.
She nused that the program may have been funded from DHSS
funds that were being "swept” in the previous year, thereby
not appearing in the current year's operating budget. She
added that it appeared as if the program should be an
operating budget item She asked for a followup on the use
of the felon dollars, to nmake certain they were being
appropriately wutilized wthin DPS. She reiterated the
request for followup on the cost of the caneras.

9:19: 08 AM
AT EASE

9:21:14 AM
RECONVENED

AOVERVI EW FY 16 BUDCGET GOVERNOR

9:21: 22 AM

QY BELL, ADM NI STRATI VE Dl RECTCR, Dl VI SI ON OF
ADM NI STRATIVE SERVICES, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, stated
that there was one $500,000 request in the capital budget
(RN AMD 60745); and the noney would be used to advance
Al aska's Arctic policy. M. Bell stressed the inportance of
the timing of the request, as the United States would
assune the two-year chairmanship of the nulti-nationa
arctic council in April. M. Bell maintained that due to
the work of the legislature and the Arctic Policy
Comm ssion, the state had taken major steps toward defining
and articulating its Arctic interests. He asserted that
through the project, the adm nistration hoped to work with
the legislature and the commssion to advance Al aska's
Arctic interests by educating and informng the council
menbers as well as participating in the work of the counci
and other Arctic-associated groups. He specified that that
noney woul d be used to enable a closer working relationship
with the legislature's Special Conmittee on the Arctic, and
enuner at ed ot her expenditures from the docunent "GOV Budget
Justification Narrative - 500K Arctic" (copy on file):

e cover travel for state officials to participate in the
numerous Arctic neetings and synposia over the next
two to three years
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e enable participation in Senior Arctic Oficial and
Arctic Council Wrking Goup neetings at which
national policies are formul ated

« establish and coordinate a host commttee for Arctic
Council activities

e enable participation in activities of the Northern
Forum

» evaluate and set the framework for a public outreach
canpai gn on Arctic issues

e determine whether Alaska should host the Arctic
Econom ¢ Council Secretari at

9:24:23 AM

CRAI G FLEENER, ARCTI C POLICY ADVI SOR, OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNOR (via teleconference), described the shaping of
Arctic policy to be a nonunental undertaking and enphasi zed
the inportance for Al aska. He discussed his participation
in the Arctic Council ten years prior, when the state had
little to no involvenment. He stressed the inportance of the
opportunity for Alaska to help shape Arctic policy rather
than solely the federal governnent. He nentioned the
potential exclusion of many inportant issues to the state
(infrastructure, economc diversification, food security,
communi cations, reducing energy costs, arctic sovereignty,
gasline construction, navigation, etc.) by the federal
government as it shaped Arctic policy.

Senat or Dunl eavy ment i oned t he Ctizens' Advi sory
Comm ssion on Federal Areas (CACFA) and asked if M.
Fl eener had observed any conplinentary approaches or cross-
over with the conmssion. M. Fleener thought that there
was always opportunity to work in the sane direction as
CACFA. He related that had attended as many CACFA neetings
as possible and appreciated the work that it had done. He
stated that he was unaware of any Arctic activities by the
conmi ssion; nor activities with the state departnment, which
did not work donestically. He thought CACFA's focus had
been on federal land units in Al aska, such as the National
Park Service or Envi ronnment al Protection Agency. He
surm sed that arctic policy had been outside the scope of
authority of CACFA, but expressed a wllingness to work
with the comm ssion.

9:27: 45 AM
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Co- Chair MacKinnon asked if M. Bell could provide the
committee with explicit line itens detailing expenditures
of the budget request. M. Bell stated he had the
information and woul d provide it to the conmttee nenbers.

Senat or Bi shop expressed an interest in further discussing
the Secretariat organization [host commttee coordinator
for the Arctic Council]. M. Fleener stated he was happy to
engage in the discussion at a |later date.

Senator Dunleavy asked if this was a one-tine request, or
was it anticipated to be an ongoing funding need. M. Bell
stated that it was a one-tine request.

Co- Chair MacKinnon comented that the back-up docunents
denonstrated two years' worth of planning.

#
ADJ QURNVENT
9:30: 18 AM

The neeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m
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