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COW TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE BILL NO. 79
“"An Act relating to reenploynent of persons who retire under the
defined benefit plan of the teachers' retirenment system?”

- HEARD AND HELD

SENATE BI LL NO. 80

"An Act relating to the duties of the Departnment of Education
and Early Developnent; relating to educational standards and
assessnents; relating to an educat i onal st andar ds and
assessnments review commttee; and providing for an effective
date."

- HEARD AND HELD
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 79

SHORT TI TLE: REEMPLOYMENT OF RETI RED TEACHERS & ADM N
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) DUNLEAVY

03/ 18/ 15 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
03/ 18/ 15 (S) EDC, CRA

03/ 26/ 15 (S) EDC AT 3:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
BILL: SB 80
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SHORT TI TLE: ED. STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENTS/ FED FUNDS
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) DUNLEAVY

03/ 18/ 15 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
03/ 18/ 15 (S) EDC, FIN
03/ 26/ 15 (S) EDC AT 3:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:30: 11 PM

CHAIR MKE DUNLEAVY <called the Senate Education Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:30 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Huggins, Gessel, Gardner, and Chair
Dunl eavy. He said he would introduce SB 79 and SB 80 today.

SB 79- REEMPLOYMENT OF RETI RED TEACHERS & ADM N

3:31:18 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced the consideration of SB 79. He said in
years past there have been retiree hire bills. The bill is a

tool for districts if they feel the need to expand their pool of
qgual i fied educators. As sponsor, he read the sponsor statenent:

Currently Alaska is experiencing a shortage of
qualified educators, especially in hard to fill areas
of the state. This situation is conmpounded by the
drastic reduction in state revenue due to |ow oi

prices. Senat e Bill 79  expands t he pool of
experienced, qualified educators available to school
districts.

This legislation wll allow school districts to
reenpl oy educators who are currently retired for at
| east three nonths. This bill wll not require any
school district to reenploy any particular retired
individual. It wll only give the district an option

to do so. Under SB 79, a school district nay offer a
contract to a retired educator for a part-tine or
full-time positon at a | ower cost to the district.

Educators reenpl oyed under this provision continue to
receive retirenment benefits during the period of
reenpl oynent. SB 79 provides one nore tool for school
districts struggling from a shortage of qualified
educators, as well as a significant decrease in
funding. | hope that you will give it your support.
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CHAI R DUNLEAVY said SB 79 is a straightforward bill. Staff
worked with departnents others associated with education to put
the bill together, |ooked at what was done in the past, and at
federal and state laws. The goal is to try to get as many tools
as possible for districts in preparation for what nmay be a |ong
downturn in state revenues.

He recogni zed the presence of Senator Stevens.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY stated that SB 79 allows school districts to
deternmi ne their needs.

3:34: 36 PM
SENATOR GARDNER asked why this concept couldn't be opened to
others in state service besides educators.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY commented that his focus is in education.

SENATOR GARDNER said at one tine she would not have supported
such a bill, but has been persuaded that it is valuable for
school s.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY descri bed his experience with teacher turnover in
rural and urban Al aska and the success of the nmentor program He
suggested the pool of teachers could be enlarged wth
experienced educat ors.

3:37:14 PM

SENATOR STEVENS said it is worth the discussion. He found that
teachers becone better the |onger they teach. He asked about the
i nsurance benefits for these retirees. He assuned there would be
no cost to the state because the teachers are retirees. He asked
if part-tinme teachers would earned retirenment benefits or just a
negoti ated sal ary.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY said the nodel is the nmentor project where the
teachers were retired and only received conpensation froma paid
contract.

SENATOR STEVENS recalled long discussions in other occupations
regar di ng doubl e di ppi ng.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY said he is open to suggestions. H's goal is to
get a larger pool of teachers, especially during a prolonged
downturn in revenue, at the request of school districts.

3:39: 56 PM

SENATE EDC COW TTEE - 3- March 26, 2015



SENATOR HUGA NS recalled the sane discussion in the Departnent
of Fish and Gane. He thought it could potentially be abused,
especially under retirenent incentive prograns.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY said that was not the intent.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY held SB 79 in comm ttee.

SB 80- ED. STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENTS/ FED FUNDS

3:42: 32 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced the consideration of SB 80. As sponsor,
he read the sponsor statenent:

SB 80 establishes an active role in public education
for the legislature by requiring the legislature to
give final approval of statew de educational standards
and standardi zed assessnments. Public education is a
primary governnental function and the legislature is
the ultimate authority in Alaska for public education

This authority is outlined in the Al aska Constitution
and has been enphasized in recent court cases. Article
7 of the Alaska Constitution, titled Heal t h,

Education, and Wlfare requires in part that, “The
| egi sl ature shall by general law establish and
maintain a system of public schools open to al

children of the State..” In the recent Miore vs. State

of Alaska case, it was stated “.this Court returns
once again to the |language of the Al aska Constitution

whi ch places the responsibility ‘to maintain a system
of public schools open to all children of the state’

squarely upon the |egislature —not upon the Departnent
of Education and Early Devel opnment and not wupon |oca

school districts.”

In light of grow ng concerns surrounding the adoption
of a new set of standards and assessnents, and wth
nore accountability being demanded by the public, it
is crucial that the adopted standards and assessnents
our state mandates be selected through a process that
directly involves the public and the |egislature.

SB 80 requires state adopted standards and assessnents
to be:

- reviewed at |least once every five years by a
committee conposed of no | ess than 50% of parents with
school age children
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- reviewed starting in 2015 with a report and request
for approval during the 2016 |egislative session
- approved by the legislature

SB 80 also prevents the Departnent of Education and
Early Devel opnent from accepting grants which have
associ at ed st andar ds and mandat es (such as
assessments), unless approved by the |egislature.

The legislature needs to step up its responsibility
for public education. | request your support for SB
80.

CHAIR DUNLEAVY said there is a strong executive form of
government in Alaska. Years ago, the legislature ceded its
authority to the Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnment
(DEED) to select and adopt standards and assessnents and to take
on grants. Curriculum by law, has been reserved to school
districts. The issues of Commobn Core and the Al aska Standards
i nvol ved DEED, and the legislature did not have to approve them
or their related assessnents. He provided the history of the
state's grant involvenent from 1965 on. Today, the |egislature
does not have to approve the departnment's acceptance of grants.

3:47:10 PM

CHAI R DUNLEAVY stated that SB 80 is an opportunity to have a
| arger discussion that includes the legislature. Currently, the
| egislature only appropriates funds. He said he 1is not
indicating that the department is not doing its job. It appears
that the federal governnent is becomng nore active in state
education and the bill allows the legislature to be part of the
process.

He related that No Child Left Behind was passed by Congress in
2001. Secretary of State Arnie Duncan, sonme would say,
unilaterally changed that |aw w thout an act of Congress. Al ong
with the changes and the noney comes the nandates without the
| egislature having a say. He concluded that SB 80 allows the
| egislature to be a part of the process.

He noted there may be several changes in the bill.

3:50: 12 PM
SENATOR HUGGE NS sai d he supports the idea.

SENATOR STEVENS said the bill is quite different from the

current system but he is wlling to listen to the discussion.
He opined that school boards play a key role in the process and
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he wants to depend on their opinion. He questioned what would
happened if all departnents undertake this procedure. He noted,
having served in the legislature for 15 years, there have been
chairs and menbers of the Education Committee that didn't know
the first thing about education. He stated that the bill is
transferring a lot of power to the Education Commttee and its
chair.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY said he | ooks forward to the discussion. He noted
he has | ooked into the involvenent of school boards and woul d be
sharing that information. Legislative Legal rem nded the sponsor
that the legislature is responsible for education, not school
boards. He said he wants to have presentations by the State
School Board. He concluded that he fears nandates associated
with federal grants and it is worth exploring that issue. He
said it mght nmake a difference if the State School Board was
el ect ed.

[ CHAI R DUNLEAVY held SB 80 in comm ttee. ]
3:54: 07 PM
There being nothing further to cone before the conmttee, Chair

Dunl eavy adjourned the Senate Education Standing Commttee at
3:54 p.m
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