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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:31:23 PM

CHAIR MKE DUNLEAVY <called the Senate Education Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:31 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Huggins, Gardner, and Chair Dunleavy. He
said there would be two bill hearings and one presentation.

SB 64- SCHOOL BOND DEBT REI MBURSEMENT

3:32:29 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced the consideration of SB 64. He noted
that public testinony was still open.

LAURA Pl ERRE, St af f, Senator Anna MucKi nnon, Alaska State
Legi slature, noted a forthcom ng anmendnent to SB 64.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY conti nued public testinony.

DR. MARK M LLER, Superi nt endent , Juneau School District,
testified against SB 64. He maintained that SB 64 is unfair to
everyone but Anchorage and he asked the commttee nove the date
up so that all districts could benefit and analyze their
budget s.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY cl osed public testinony.

3:35: 57 PM
At ease

3:36:15 PM

CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced the arrival of Senator Stevens and
opened public testinony.
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DR. DEENA PARAMO, Superi nt endent, Mat - Su  School District,
testified in favor of SB 64. She described the school bond debt
rei nbursenent program a great exanple of a highly effective
state governnent program working for its people. She related
that the Mat-Su District benefitted from a bond package that
built six new educational facilities. The program is part of a
sound facility maintenance strategy that extends the useful life
of facilities. She appreciated that the program wll Dbe
reinstated after five years.

She described the Mt-Su District as unique because it is a
growing district. There are currently 80 nodular units in place.
She said she cannot support the discontinuance of the School
Bond Debt Rei nbursenent Program altogether. However, the School
Board and administration wunderstand the immense financial
challenges facing the state and the district is wlling to
tighten its belt.

SENATOR HUGGE NS voiced appreciation for the admnistration in
Mat - Su.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY cl osed public testinony.

3:40: 34 PM
SENATOR HUGGE NS of fered Conceptual Anmendnent 1.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY obj ect ed.

SENATOR HUGGE NS said the amendnment would change the effective
date from My 1, 2015, to January 1, 2015, nmeking it
retroactive.

SENATOR GARDNER spoke of the Anchorage School District and her
reasons for supporting the anendnent. She noted she has never
vot ed agai nst school bonds, but she hoped the funds saved woul d
go to classroons. Referring to a previous testinony, she said
"we are already out of apples.”

SENATOR DUNLEAVY wi t hdrew his objection. There being no further
obj ection, Conceptual Anendnent 1 was adopt ed.

SENATOR HUGEA NS noved to report, SB 64, as anended, from
committee with individual recommendations and attached fi scal

note. There being no objection, CSSB 64(EDC) was reported from
t he Senate Education Standing Conm tt ee.

3:42: 59 PM
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At ease

SB 31- SEXUAL ABUSE/ ASSAULT PREVENTI ON PROGRAMS

3:45: 45 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced the consideration of SB 31. He said it
was t he second heari ng.

T.J. PRESLEY, Staff, Senator Berta Gardner, Alaska State
Legi slature, presented changes in version H of SB 31. He said
t he changes address sone of the concerns of superintendents and
clarify language. He noted other changes are forthcom ng after
di scussion with the Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnment (DEED) and superint endents.

MR. PRESLEY presented the sectional analysis:

Section 1. No changes

The uncodified |law of the State of Al aska is anended
by adding a new section to read: SHORT TITLE. Section
4 of this Act may be known as Erin’s Law.

Section 2: Conformng

AS 14. 30.070(b) anended to read: (b) The Departnent of
Heal th and Social Services may require the district to
conduct [ ADDI TI ONAL] physical exam nations that it
consi ders necessary, and nay reinburse the district
for the [ ADDI TI ONAL] exam nations on the basis and to
t he extent the conm ssioner of health and soci al
services prescribes by regul ation.

Expl anation: Conforms to AS 14.30.070(a) repeal in
Section 7

Section 3: Substantive
AS 14. 30. 075 Repeal requirenent that school districts
pay for physical exam nations for teachers.

Section 4: Substantive

AS 14.30. 355 Substance of Erin’s Law

Clarifies that notices are sent to parents instead of
“student, parent teacher notification”

Clarifies that training is required for mandated
reporters

Clarifies frequency of training to conport with
mandat ed reporter training
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(c) Initially, within six nonths of enploynent for a
new t eacher or administrative staff nenber, including

an athletic coach; and

(2) thereafter, at |east once every five years.

Section 5: Conformng

Confornms to repeal of AS 14.30.070(a) in section 7

Section 6: Substantive

Repeal s requirenent that certificated preschoo
teachers nust be fingerprinted and background checked

a second tinme after being hired.

Section 7: Substantive
Repeal s:

AS 14.30.070. Physical exam nation required (a) the
governi ng body of each school district shall provide
for and require a physical exam nation of every child
attending school in the district. The exam nation
shal | be made when the child enters school or, in
areas where no physician resides, as soon thereafter
as is practicable, and thereafter at regular intervals
consi dered advi sabl e by the governi ng body of the
district. For purposes of this subsection, physical
exam nations, within the scope of chiropractic
practice, may be conducted by a chiropractor

AS 14.30.120. Certificate of physica

exam nation the

school board, when physical examnations are nade,

shall deliver to the parent, guardian,

having the responsibility for or contro

or other person

of the child

a report signed by the physician or nurse neking the
exam nation, specifying the findings with respect to

the health and physical well-being of

the child. For

purposes of this subsection, physician exam nations,
within the scope of <chiropractic practice, nmay be

conducted by a chiropractor.

3:47:47 PM
At ease

3:48: 04 PM
SENATOR HUGGE NS noved to adopt the CS for
LS0420\H, as the working docunent.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY obj ected for discussion.

SB 31, |abeled 29-

MR. PRESLEY continued to describe the changes in version H
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3:53: 00 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY opened public testinony.

3:53: 32 PM
ROSEMARY WEBB, Co-President Child Lures Prevention, testified in
support of SB 31.

JENNI FER M TCHELL, Co- Pr esi dent, Child Lures Preventi on
testified in support of SB 31. She asked if Alaska is |ooking
for pre-K through 12 education for sex abuse prevention.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY sai d yes.

M5. MTCHELL related that Child Lures Prevention provides
devel opnmentally appropriate and research-based educational
programm ng for pre-K through sixth grade and for grades 7 - 12.
They both align with national health education standards.

She stressed the inportance of teaching this curriculum in
schools. She said 50 percent of sexually abused children
experience the abuse in the honme. The use of mandated reporters
working in schools presents a good opportunity to teach
children. She shared statistics about sexual abuse of children.
She said prevention education does inprove children's know edge
and skills related to abuse prevention. She said Child Lures
Prevention would be honored to work with school districts in
Al aska.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY asked the sponsor if the presenters wll discuss
their curriculumand how it is delivered.

MR. PRESLEY suggested also l|earning how the curriculum was
devel oped.

M5. WEBB described the program and its availability on CD, DVD,
USB fl ash drive, and, soon, on a web site.

3:57:10 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY pointed out that state |aw nandates that
curriculum is adopted at the local level. The committee is

sinply hearing curricul um options.
SENATOR GARDNER naned the prograns available as found 1in

menbers' packets. She asked if "Affection Lures - Safe and
Heal t hy Boundaries” is one of Child Lures Prevention's prograns.
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M5. VBB sai d yes.
SENATOR GARDNER asked about the cost of the program

M5. WEBB explained that the prograns are turnkey and provide a
45 mnute training video, scripted lesson plans for all grade
| evel s, and student videos. |If one school ordered a program kit
it would cost $489, plus shipping; there is a bulk rate of $439
each for six.

3:59:14 PM

KATE TOVI AS, Enpl oyee, Committee for Children, spoke of
curriculum developed for child protection. She said the non-
profit organization has created a social/enotional |[|earning
program for children called "Second Step," as well as a child
protection unit. She said the vision statenment for the Conmttee
for Children is "Safe Children Thriving in a Peaceful World."
She stressed that "safe" is the key word.

She said training for all prograns is online. She listed several
types of prograns. She referred to an article titled "Safe,
Supported, and Ready to Learn" in nenbers packets. She noted
they have done research with the Adverse Child Effect Study
(ACES.) She said the scope and sequence of the Child Protection
Unit is also in nenbers' packets. Mandatory training is required
and the program focuses on safety and is developnentally
appropriate. She described exanpl es of |essons.

She described the training involved for the three nodules and
said that all information is available online.

4:06: 40 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY recogni zed testifiers available for questions.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY renoved his objection. There being no further
objection, the CS for SB 31, version H was adopted.

He noted the sponsor is still working on the bill. He thanked
Senator Gardner for her work with various organizations to fine-
tune the bill

CHAI R DUNLEAVY held SB 31 in conmttee.

4:08:11 PM
At ease
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PRESENTATI ON: El enentary and Secondary Education Act Flexibility
Wi ver Renewal

4:09: 51 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced a presentation by Comni ssioner Hanley
from Department of Education and Early Devel opment (DEED).

4:10: 32 PM

M KE HANELY, Conmm ssioner, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opment (DEED), presented information about the Elenentary
and Secondary Education Act Flexibility Wiver Renewal. He
explained that there is a waiver in place due to the |atest
iteration of the Elenmentary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) -
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) - which has been scheduled for
reaut hori zation by Congress for over seven or eight years. He
said NCLB set a bar of 100 percent proficiency for all students
by 2014 or schools would be deemed failing, and there were
restrictions as to how Title | noney could be spent. So, Al aska
applied for, and received, a waiver from NCLB in 2013. The
wai ver allows the state flexibility from many of the onerous
parts of NCLB.

4:12:28 PM
CHAIR DUNLEAVY asked if the waiver was developed by the
Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opnent ( DEED).

COW SSI ONER HANLEY said the waiver was from U S. DOE and DEED
applied for it.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY asked if NCLB has been renewed.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY said no. He explained that the Secretary of
Education offered the waivers. To adopt a waiver, the state had
to consider three principles; an accountability system rigorous
expectations of students - college and career readiness, and a
pl an for supporting effective instruction and | eadership.

He turned to Alaska's ESEA Flexibility Wiver Renewal process.
He said the state has until Mirch 31 to submt a renewal to
conti nue the waiver.

4:14:27 PM

He described the public coment process. There are three
opportunities for people to submt conments regarding the
wai ver. People can submt comments to U S. DOE via DEED s hone
page by March 25. The departnment will hold three webinars for
public comment. The State Board of Education will take public
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corments until md-May following the State Board of Education's
nmeeti ng on regul ati on changes.

4:15:51 PM

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY went into detail about each conponent of the
wai ver . The first principle IS col | ege- and- car eer -ready
expectations for all students. The state adopted new English

Language Arts and Mathematics standards in 2012 that set the bar
hi gher. The university system vetted the standards for college
and career readiness. The standards wll be assessed for the
first time this year wusing the Al aska Measures of Progress
(AMP). The departnment proposes no changes for this conponent.

He addressed principle 2: state-devel oped differentiated
recognition, accountability, and support. He said Al aska
devel oped the Alaska School Performance |Index (ASPI) which
determ nes a score and star rating for all schools that neasures
grow h. Proposed changes are to mmintain current ASPlI scores,
but reset the Annual Measurable Objective targets (AMO s) based
on 2015 assessnent data as a new baseline. The ASPI scores for
each school district will be frozen for this year and conpared
to next year's scores for growh. The goal of the AMO is to
reduce by half the nunber of students who are not proficient
over the course of six years.

He concluded that there are no consequences for the new
assessnment. He said he fully anticipates that ASPI scores wll
drop because the targets are nuch higher.

4:20:52 PM
COMM SSI ONER HANLEY hi ghlighted the third principle - supporting
effective instruction and |eadership. Student learning will now

be connected to teacher evaluation. Al aska has adopted changes
for teacher and principal evaluations systens by including
consideration of student achievenment data as a part of an

eval uati on. The proposed changes include postponing the
inclusion of student learning data until the 2016-2017 school
year. Instead, districts will pilot the use of student |earning

data for the 2015-2016 school year.

4:23.07 PM
SENATOR GARDNER asked if the changes require a statutory change.

COW SSI ONER  HANLEY replied that they wll be done through
regul ation.
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SENATOR GARDNER inquired if there was legislation in the |ast
session regarding this issue.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said no. He asked who the proposed changes are
goi ng to.

COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY said they are going to the U S. DOE as part
of Al aska's wai ver.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY said the legislature is not involved in the
process and cannot accept or reject the waiver process. The
| egislature ceded authority to DEED to do several things,
i ncl udi ng wai ver applications.

4:25: 07 PM

SENATOR STEVENS sunmarized that the state will test students and
then freeze the results because they are not being used for
conparison this year.

COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY said that is correct.

SENATOR STEVENS asked how Conmmi ssi oner Hanley could then say the
test scores will drop.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY expl ai ned that currently about 80 percent of
students show proficiency and this year a |ower percentage wll
be deened proficient, according to the new rankings.

4:26:28 PM

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY continued to explain that this will allow a
year of wusing data for piloting and trial. Another proposed
change is to renove the 20/ 35/50 percentage requirenments for the
use of student learning data in teacher evaluations. Wthout
t hat change, 20 percent of teacher evaluations would be tied to
student learning the first year, 35 percent the second year, 35
percent the third year, and eventually 50 percent.

He sunmarized that the waiver wll provide a nodel that wll
make nore sense for Al aska.

4:29:49 PM

SENATOR HUGA NS provided a hypothetical exanple of a poor
t eacher.

COW SSI ONER HANLEY said districts have requirenents to use
i mprovenent plans for teacher performnce.
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SENATOR HUGGE NS sai d sonme problemteachers remain in the system

SENATOR STEVENS opined that student learning is key to effective
teaching. He voiced concern about renoving that elenent from
teacher evaluations. He asked what the eight elements of a
teacher eval uation are.

COW SSI ONER  HANLEY |isted several of the conponents of the
teacher evaluation: knows the curriculum and how to teach it,
connects to the <community and parents, contributes to the
pr of essi on.

DR.  SUSAN MCCAULEY, Director, Teaching and Learning Support,
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent (DEED), presented
information regarding Elenmentary and Secondary Education Act
Flexibility Wiver Renewal. She added effective |earning
envi ronnment as a conponent.

SENATOR STEVENS agreed those are inportant. He questioned the
removal of student achievenent.

COWMWM SSI ONER  HANLEY said student achi evenent remai ns an
i nportant part of teacher eval uations.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY asked how nmuch Al aska receives from ESEA grants.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY said no grants are tied to the waiver. He
t hought the state receives over $200 mllion in grant noney.

4:35: 53 PM

LES MORSE, Deputy Comm ssioner, Departnment of Education and
Early Devel opnent ( DEED) , presented information regarding
El ementary and Secondary Education Act Flexibility Wiver
Renewal . He explained that $200 mllion was the total of all
federal funds and ESEA has about $60 nmillion in title funds.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY said the legislature has no authority in the
decision or in policy. The waiver deadline is comng up at the
end of March. He asked what the legislature could do if it
opposed the waiver. "Wuld the departnent renew the waiver
anyway?" He inquired.

COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY said yes. It is preferable to going back to
Adequate Yearly Progress. He said he has a responsibility to the
state and he feels a sense of accountability. He feels these
conversations are inportant.
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He offered to provide the eight teacher eval uation standards.

4:40: 04 PM
SENATOR HUGGE NS conmented on the migration rate in Anchorage.

COWMM SSI ONER HANLEY said there could be a high nunber of m grant
students in a couple of schools.

SENATOR HUGGE NS did not know how a teacher could be accountabl e
for 50 percent of mgrant students.

COM SSI ONER HANLEY said the departnent allows for things
outside the teacher's control when eval uating teachers.

SENATOR HUGGE NS sai d he was defendi ng teachers.

4:42:12 PM
SENATOR STEVENS asked if there is a connection between tenure
and teacher eval uati on.

COW SSI ONER HANLEY did not think so.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY thanked the departnment for answering the
guestions. He said he is interested in the federal governnent's
accounting of success in federal schools. BIA schools have
terrible scores in spite of $20,000 funded per student. It
bothered him that the state has no say in education as the
representative of the people. He sumarized what w il happen
with the waiver process. He referred to the More case. He
concluded that the legislature has a nmndate to nmaintain
educati on.

4: 46: 14 PM
COW SSI ONER HANLEY offered to conti nue to answer t he
commttee's questions.

SENATOR STEVENS voiced appreciation that the education bar is
set higher. He said he has a concern about freezing sone of the
test data. He wondered how soon progress can be neasured.

COWM SSI ONER HANLEY t hought the true neasurenent would be to see
if students are prepared for post-secondary education.

He read the eight standards of teacher eval uations:

A teacher understands how students learn and devel op and
applies that know edge in teaching practi ce.
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A teacher teaches students with respect for individual and
cultural characteristics.

A teacher knows their content area and how to teach it.

A teacher facilitates, nonitors, and assesses student

| ear ni ng.

A teacher creates and maintains a |earning environment in
which all students are actively engaged and contributing
menbers.

A teacher works as a partner with parents, famlies, and
comunity.

A teacher participates in and contributes to the teaching
pr of essi on.

[ The ei ghth conponent is student | earning.]
4:49: 48 PM
There being nothing further to cone before the conmttee, Chair

Dunl eavy adjourned the Senate Education Standing Commttee at
4:49 p. m
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