ALASKA STATE LEGQ SLATURE
SENATE SPECI AL COW TTEE ON THE ARCTI C
April 2, 2015
8:15 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Cathy G essel, Co-Chair
Senator Lesil MQuire, Co-Chair
Senat or Lyman Hof f man

Senator Gary Stevens

Senat or Donal d O son

Senat or John Coghi | |

MEMBERS ABSENT
Senator Cick Bishop
COW TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 5(EDA) AM

Decl aring 2015, 2016, and 2017 to be the Years of the Arctic;
encouraging the state and its partners to join wth the
Institute of the North in encouraging the state to pronote its
Arctic policy during the Years of the Arctic and to take action
to address the strategic recomendations in the |nplenmentation
Pl an of the Alaska Arctic Policy Conm ssion.

- MOVED SCS CSHCR 5(ARC) OUT OF COWMM TTEE
PRESENTATI ON:  BERI NG SEA ALLI ANCE

- HEARD
PREVI OUS COWM TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HCR 5

SHORT TI TLE: DECLARE 2015-2017 AS YEARS OF THE ARCTIC
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) HERRON

02/ 20/ 15 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

02/ 20/ 15 (H) EDA, FIN

03/ 10/ 15 (H) EDA AT 11:15 AM BARNES 124

03/ 10/ 15 (H) Moved CSHCR 5(EDA) Qut of Committee
03/ 10/ 15 (H) M NUTE( EDA)
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03/ 11/ 15 (H EDA RPT CS(EDA) NT 3DP 1NR

03/ 11/ 15 (H DP: ORTIZ, WOOL, HERRON

03/ 11/ 15 (H NR. TILTON

03/ 16/ 15 (H FI N REFERRAL WAl VED

03/ 23/ 15 (H) BEFORE HOUSE | N SECOND READI NG
03/ 23/ 15 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 23/ 15 (H VERS|I ON:  CSHCR 5( EDA) AM

03/ 25/ 15 (S) READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
03/ 25/ 15 (S) ARC

04/ 02/ 15 (S) ARC AT 8:15 AM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE BOB HERRON

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HCR 5.

NI LS ANDREASSEN, Executive Director

Institute of the North

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HCR 5.

ART | VANOFF, CEO

Bering Sea Alliance, LLC

Unal akl eet, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented information about the Bering Sea
Al liance, LLC (BSA).

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:15:13 AM

COCHAIR LESIL MCGU RE called the Senate Special Commttee on
the Arctic neeting to order at 8:15 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Stevens, O son, Coghill, Co-Chair G essel,
and Co-Chair MCuire.

HCR 5- DECLARE 2015-2017 AS YEARS OF THE ARCTI C

8:16:17 AM
CO CHAIR MCGUI RE announced the consideration of HCR 5. [CSHCR
5( EDA) AM was before the commttee.]

8:16: 31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE BOB HERRON, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of
HCR 5, declaring 2015-2107 as Years of the Arctic, said the
resolution is appropriate because on April 24, 2015, Al aska
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assumes the Chair of the Arctic Council wuntil April 2017.
Specifically, the resolution resolves that the Years of the
Arctic is a period during which Al aska should nmake every effort
to highlight the inportance of the Arctic to Al askans and
Americans. The legislature encourages the state and its partners
to work with the Institute of the North in encouraging the state
to pronote its Arctic policy and increase Arctic awareness. The
| egislature also encourages the state to pronote its Arctic
policy during this period and to address the strategic
recommendations found in the Alaska Arctic Policy Conm ssion
| mpl enent ati on Pl an.

COCHAIR MCGQU RE noted that CSHCR 5(EDA)AM was before the
comm ttee.

NI LS ANDREASSEN, Executive Director, Institute of the North,
testified in support of HCR 5. He related that the next two
years are an especially inportant time for Alaska and for the
nation. During the U S. chairmanship of the Arctic Council, the
state has an opportunity to declare its |eadership, both from a
policy perspective and as citizens and active participants in
the G rcunpolar North. He concluded that the resolution sends
the right nessage.

8:19: 51 AM
CO- CHAI R MC@AUI RE t hanked M. Andreassen and noted the arrival of
Senat or Hof f man.

CO CHAIR MCGUI RE asked about the Senior Arctic Oficial (SAO
nmeetings and the intention to have as many of the neetings as
possible in Al aska over the next two years. She suggested
mentioning this in HCR 5. She also suggested including the
creation of an Arctic host commttee to support and wel conme the
SAO s over the next two years.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON said that there are two SAO neetings every
year, one in the spring and one in the fall. He understood that
the State Departnent is going to hold all of those neetings in
Al aska. Mst of the other eight working groups will be held in
Al aska. He thought it wouldn't hurt to add her suggesti ons.

CO CHAIR MCGUI RE proposed Conceptual Amendnent 1 - Wereas, we
encourage the State Departnment to continue working with us to
hold as many of the Senior Arctic Oficial neetings in Al aska
during the next two years. There being no objection, Conceptual
Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.
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CO CHAIR MCGUI RE proposed Conceptual Amendnent 2 - Wereas, it
is the intent of the state to organize a host conmttee to
wel come Senior Arctic Oficials and other Arctic diplomts that
will be comng to Alaska during the next two years.

She said it would be a neans of coal escing around a goal to have
a host group that is representative of the business comunity,
i ndi genous popul ations, |awrmakers, and the executive branch to
hel p set the agenda where possi bl e.

8:23:28 AM
CO- CHAI R G ESSEL voi ced concern about a possible fiscal note.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON stated that the Governor and his specia

assistant are already planning for that and have requested funds
to do so. He suggested that the resolution could say that the
Senate Special Commttee on the Arctic and the House Arctic
Commttee could be ex-officio nmenbers of the host commttee and
there would be no need for a fiscal note. That would show
support for the Governor's efforts and the commttees could have
supporting roles.

CO CHAI R MCQUI RE reworded Conceptual Anendnent 2 to say that the
State Senate Special Committee on the Arctic and the House
Special Conmttee on the Arctic and Econom c Devel opment woul d
like to join the Governor's efforts as ex-officio nmenbers of the
host commttee. There being no objection, Conceptual Amendnment 2
was adopt ed.

8:26: 27 AM
CO CHAI R MC@QUI RE cl osed public testinony.

COCHAIR G ESSEL noved to report CSHCR 5(EDA)AM version 29-
LS0562\ H. A, as  anended, from commttee wth individual
recommendati ons and attached zero fiscal note. There being no
obj ection, SCS CSHRC 5(ARC) was reported from the Senate Speci al
Conmittee on the Arctic.

CO CHAIR MCGQUI RE said she would set up a press availability when
t he Governor signs the three Arctic-related bills.

PRESENTATI ON: Bering Sea Alliance

8:28:14 AM
COCHAIR MCQU RE introduced M. Art lvanoff from the Bering Sea
Al li ance.
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8:28: 20 AM

ART | VANCFF, CEQ, Bering Sea Alliance, LLC, pr esent ed
information about the Bering Sea Alliance, LLC (BSA). He
described BSA as an alliance of seven village corporations:
Sivugaq, Inc., in Ganbell, Wales Native Corporation, None Native
Cor por ati on, Golovin Native Corporation, Unal akl eet Native
Cor poration, Stebbins Native Corporation, and St. M chael Native
Corporation. He said they held a Bering Strait Village

Cor poration Econom ¢ Summ t in 2012 in Norme, wth
representatives from various entities from governnent,
busi nesses, and oil conpanies. They set a goal to make a

difference in the Arctic collectively and endorsed devel opnent
proposals. They contracted Arctic Response Service and sought
rapid response training for oil spills.

He thanked the Arctic Policy Planning Comm ssion for their hard
wor K.

8:30:42 AM

MR. | VANOFF spoke of a letter BSA wote to Senator dd son
conveying their legislative priorities: runway inprovenents, oil
response depots, and inproved connectivity. He spoke of a report
that was released in October of 2014 by the Statew de Broadband
Task Force which identified connectivity problens in bush
Al aska. He maintained that their area is short-changed in terns
of technology and connectivity. The goal is for BSA to be part
of the sol ution.

He turned to the subject of oil response depots. He spoke of
BSA's relationship with Shell QI. He related the suggestion of
the Bureau of GOcean Energy Managenent that it is the private
sector needs to address oil response capacity. He disagreed and
said it should be a private/public partnership and consist of
private, state, and federal funding.

He addressed the problenms with runway systens. Ganble is |ocated
strategically and could provide support as first responders,
search and rescue, and oil response. He said resources were set
aside by DOT for inproving Ganble's airport infrastructure. He
noted they are proposing an anmendnment to the funding request in
order to expand the runway for jet service.

8:34: 23 AM

MR. | VANOFF concluded that on May 6 and 7, 2015, BSA wll host
the Arctic Resource Developnent and Infrastructure Session in
Ganble. He stressed the inportance of partners experiencing what
real Al askans go through. He pointed out that BSA has been

SENATE ARC COW TTEE - 5- April 2, 2015



working with the University of Alaska - Fairbanks, and the
University of California - Santa Barbara, to bring their nessage
to policy makers in D.C. He said the process of inproving Arctic
infrastructure needs to be driven by Al askans and to have a
broad range of Alaskans in order to nmake a difference. He
concl uded that BSA's thenme is enpowernent through coll aboration.

8:36: 00 AM
CO CHAIR MCGUI RE | ooked forward to receiving an invitation to
Ganbl e. She asked if the UAF working group has traveled to D.C.

MR. | VANOFF said they have had several conference calls with the
universities. Currently, the group of people is snmall. He said
fragnented groups don't carry a nessage as well as a unified

gr oup.

CO CHAIR MCGUI RE agreed. She recalled when a group went to D.C
and found that legislators from other states did not know much
about Al aska.

8:38: 24 AM
SENATOR OLSON asked if other comunities north of the Straits
will join the alliance.

MR. I NVANOFF said there is an open door policy now He stressed
the inportance of inclusion. He said they have recruited in
nearby villages, but there were no takers. He said BSA stands at
seven nmenbers currently.

8:39:34 AM
COCHAIR MCGQUI RE requested a map be included in the packet to
D. C.

MR. | VANCFF agreed. He stressed the need for appropriations in
order to build the infrastructure.

8:40: 43 AM
SENATOR OLSON enphasi zed the invitation to Ganbl e.

CO CHAIR MCGUI RE agreed it would be a wonderful opportunity.
MR. | VANOFF noted there is a lodge in Ganble. He described the
response to a neeting held last August and the greatly

appreci ated hospitality.

CO- CHAI R MCGAUI RE t hanked M. | vanoff.
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8:42:11 AM
There being nothing further to cone before the conmttee, Co-

Chair MQiire adjourned the Senate Special Committee on the
Arctic at 8:42 p.m
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