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11: 32: 46 AM

COCHAIR MCGQURE called the Senate Special Conmttee on the
Arctic neeting to order at 11:32 a.m Present at the call to
order were Senators O son, Bishop, Coghill, Co-Chair G essel,
and Co-Chair MQ@ire. Co-Chair MQ@ire noted that Senator
St evens was excused.

OVERVI EW  ALASKA ARCTIC POLICY COW SSI ON FI NAL REPCRT AND
| MPLEMENTATI ON PLAN

11: 33: 14 AM

CO CHAI R MCQUI RE announced the presentation of the Al aska Arctic
Policy Comm ssion Final Report. She held up copies of the final
report, the inplenmentation plan, and the executive sumary,
noting that they can be found at ww. akartic.com She noted that
she and Representative Bob Herron, representing the conm ssion,
have been nmaking presentations throughout the nation. She
stressed the inportance of representatives from the federal
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government at a recent Seattle presentation in light of the
proposed ANWR bill. She said they stressed the inportance of the
people in the Arctic.

11: 36: 11 AM

COCHAIR MCGUIRE offered the PowerPoint to all Senate nenbers,
staff, and the public to share with the residents of Al aska and
to all public menbers.

She began with the fact that Al askans are at the forefront of
enmerging opportunities in the Arctic. She described the makeup
of the 26-nenber commi ssion and showed a picture of the group in
Kot zebue. She showed where the comm ssion convened public
nmeetings around the state.

She said the commssion's vision for the Arctic is based on
econom ¢ and resource devel opnent, a healthy environnment, secure
and safe comunities, and transparent decision nmaking. The
Arctic is an integral part of Alaska's identity, is home to many
Al askans and is an inportant part of Alaska's history, culture
and future. The Arctic presents nultitudes of opportunities that
are being realized due to increased accessibility. She rel ated
that in 2007 the Northwest Passage opened in both |anes. This
opportunity is of strategic inportance to Alaskans who are
building on years of vision, hard work, and experience |iving
and working in the region.

She related that in April 2012 the legislature established an
Al aska Arctic Policy Comm ssion to develop an Arctic policy for
the state and produce a strategy for the inplenentation of an
Arctic policy. The conmm ssion was nmade up of ten |awmakers and
si xteen subject nmatter experts who conducted a baseline review
of the Arctic by evaluating strengths, deficiencies, and
opportunities. It incorporated a prelimnary report published
| ast January, and a final report produced January 30 of this
year. The conmm ssion operated under the conviction that the
state is an active, wlling leader and a partner in Arctic
deci sion-making. The commission has renmmined committed to
producing a policy for Alaska's Arctic that reflect the values
of Alaskans to provide options that <capitalize on the
opportunities that safeguard against the risks, and a policy

that wll withstand the test of time. The comm ssion hopes that
the policy will act as a |living docunent.
11:41: 27 AM

She stated that through the process the comm ssion has
investigated and relied upon coordination anong jurisdictions,
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cooperation at all levels of government - international
national, state, local and tribal - and sought to bal ance
multiple values to protect, pronote, and enhance the well-being
of the Alaskan Arctic, including the people, flora, fauna, |and,
wat er and ot her resources.

CO-CHAIR G ESSEL shared the four vision statenents:

1. Uphold the state's commtnent to economcally vibrant
comunities sustained by devel opnent activities consistent
with the state's responsibility for a healthy environnent.

2. Coll aborate with all |evels of governnent, tribes, industry
and nongovernnental organizations to achieve transparent
and inclusive Arctic decision-making resulting in nore
i nfornmed, sustainable and beneficial outcones.

3. Enhance the security of the state through a safe and secure
Arctic for individuals and comunities.

4. Value and strengthen the resilience of conmunities and
respect and integrate the culture and know edge of Arctic
peopl es.

COCHAIR MCGQU RE added that the value statenents are the
overarching view of the commi ssi on.

She highlighted a map that shows the definition of Arctic from
the Arctic Research and Policy Act from 1984. The conm ssion
adopted that definition; however, Al askan policy nakers tend to
view all of Aaska as the Arctic. For exanple, the Port of
Seward is a partner.

SENATOR COGHI LL noted that the largest ice field in North
American is south of the line defining the Arctic.

COCHAIR G ESSEL explained nore about policy statement 1,
related to economcally vibrant communities and natural resource
devel opment. The vision would ensure that Arctic residents and
communities benefit from economic and resource devel opnent
activities in the region. She stressed that one of the
commi ssion's "big pieces" was to enphasize people during policy
considerations. This policy statenent speaks to destiny contro
for individuals; the ability to have a good-paying job. She
said, "It's hands working, rather than hands out."
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She recall ed when the conm ssion attended a community mnmeeting in
Barrow, Edward Itta said he would like to see Alaska "stick a
straw in ANWR and suck it dry." He knew on-shore devel opnent
could be done safely and he has seen the change that jobs have
made in the state. She stressed that is the driving force behind
this policy statement. It also inplies workforce devel opnent
regardl ess of where they live.

CO CHAIR MCGUI RE highlighted policy statenment 2, collaboration
between all |evels of governnents and stakehol ders. She pointed
out that the picture shows collaborative decision makers from
the Northwest Circle, which reflects the comm ssion's phil osophy
as they nmet wth comunities in the Arctic. She said the
comm ssion hopes the federal governnment wll visit Al aska.
Alaska will be Chair of the Arctic Council and 15 neetings wll
be held in Al aska.

She related that the hope of the policy is to strengthen and
expand cross-border relationships and international cooperation,
especially bilateral engagenents with Canada and Russia. She
expressed gratitude that the governor has chosen to rejoin the
Northern Forum The |legislature hopes to renew relationships
with the Dumas in Russia. She stressed the inportance of
mai ntai ning healthy relations in the Arctic. Oher goals are to
sustain and enhance state participation in the Arctic Council,
to pursue opportunities to participate as a partner in the
devel opment of federal and international Arctic policies, and to
strengt hen communi cati on W th Arctic Counci | per manent
participants, the state's indigenous peoples. She pointed out
that Craig Fleener has been appointed by the governor to serve
as a special Artic representative. She concluded that the policy
also reiterates the state's long-term support for ratification
of the Law of the Sea Treaty, noting concerns about sovereignty.

11:50: 41 AM

CO- CHAIR G ESSEL highlighted policy statenment 3 - to enhance the
security of the state through a safe and secure Arctic. She said
it includes efforts to enhance disaster and emergency prevention
and response, and search and rescue capabilities, such as
i ncreased Coast Guard presence. She noted that conpanies and
wor kf orces contribute to these capabilities. There also was
di scussion of increasing broadband capabilities and roads, as
wel | as ener gy interties and ot her resource-rel ated
infrastructure.
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SENATOR COGHILL stressed the inportance of the increase in
traffic in the Bering Strait and the need for Al aska's advocacy
role in pronoting safety and security.

CO CHAIR MCQUI RE tal ked about the inportance of the Coast Cuard.
She noted Jame Robinson from the Coast Guard attended al
nmeetings. Admral Ostebo attended, as well.

SENATOR COGHILL recalled that Al aska has five tinmes the coasta
region as the contiguous U S. and should play a large role in
protecting the Pacific Northwest.

CO CHAIR MCGQUI RE pointed out that Alaska still doesn't have a
deep water port in the Arctic. The conm ssion highlighted the
| ack of preparedness and contingency pl ans.

11: 54: 30 AM
At ease

11:55: 04 AM

CO CHAIR MCGQUI RE continued with policy statenent 4 - to value
and strengthen the resilience of communities by recognizing
Arctic indigenous people's cultures and unique relationship to
the environnent, including traditional reliance on a subsistence
way of I|ife for food security, which provides a spiritua
connection to the land and the sea. It includes efforts to build
capacity to conduct science and research and advance innovation
and technology in part by providing support to the University of
Al aska for Arctic research consistent with state priorities. To
enpl oy integrated, strategic planning that considers scientific,
| ocal and traditional know edge. To safeguard the fish, wildlife
and environment of the Arctic for the benefit of residents of
the state, and to encourage nore effective integration of |oca
and traditional know edge into conventional science, research
and resource managenent deci si on maki ng.

COCHAIR G ESSEL turned attention to pictures of the final
report.

CO CHAIR MCGQUI RE discussed the inplenmentation plan, which is

designated around four lines of effort. The first is to pronote
econom ¢ and resource developnent. Wth careful consideration
and state investnment, the Arctic region will continue to produce

returns to the state and comunities that ensure community
health and vitality. The second is to address response capacity,
which wll require strong partnership and conmunication to
prepare for incidents, to respond and devel op best practices.
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She related that the third line of effort is to support healthy
communities. The quality of life can be inproved for the whole
Arctic region wthout conpromsing the economc security and
wel | -being of other communities or the state as a whole. The
final line of effort is to strengthen science and research.
Al aska should pursue strategies to broaden and strengthen the
influence of its agencies, its academc experts and its |oca
governnents and associations. Alaska should play a leading role
in directing scientific research

CO CHAIR G ESSEL sunmmarized the conm ssion's work. It focused on
nmobilizing the state's human, natural, and financial resources
to address current needs. It also recognized that adequate
resources should be available for future generations. It
understands that all of these mght come in new and different
forms as technol ogy and demands shift over tine.

COCHAIR MCGQUIRE concluded that the final slide Ilists al
conmi ssion nenbers. She praised the nmenbers and their staff for
their hard work. She noted that all nenbers also served on
subconm ttees where they addressed inportant issues to the
state. The resulting policy bill will be heard in this conmttee
next week.

She opined that the issue of the Arctic is Alaska s next
lifeline. It has been described as the next thing that will fil
the Trans-Al aska Pipeline System She noted challenges, such as
gl obal warm ng, but also opportunities for Al askans. She stated
that she is proud that Al aska put itself in the driver's seat;
not the federal governnment. Alaska policies are being cited by
others and Al aska is being recognized for the work it has done.
The comm ssion's work is a placeholder for future generations to
use. There is a balance between healthy comunities and
envi r onnent and econom c devel opnent. The focus of t he
commssion's wrk is on the people, whereas, the federal
governnment's policy was devoid of people.

12: 03: 59 PM

There being nothing further to cone before the committee, Co-
Chair MQ@ire adjourned the Senate Special Conmttee on the
Arctic at 12:03 p.m
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