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Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified and answered questions as one of
the joint prinme sponsors of HB 53.
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REI D MAGDANZ, St af f

Representati ve Kreiss Tonkins

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions on behalf of one of the
joint prinme sponsors of HB 53, Representative Kreiss-Tonkins.

M KE COFFEY, Chi ef

St at ewi de Mai nt enance & Operations

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions during the discussion of
HB 53.

STEPHEN d ESBRECHT, Borough Manager

Pet er sbur g Bor ough

Pet er sburg, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified expressing concerns about
pesticide use during the discussion of HB 53.

JEFF JABUSCH, Borough Manager

City and Borough of Wangell

W angel |, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

BENJAM N M YASATO, Vi ce-Deputy Mayor

Cty and Borough of Sitka

Counci| Menber & Treasurer

Sitka Tri be of Al aska

Sitka, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

JI M SYKES
Pal mer, Al aska
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

PAMELA M LLER, Executive Director

Al aska Community Action on Toxics

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

GRACE SI NGH, Special Assistant to the President
Central Council Tlingit-Haida Indian Tribes of Al aska
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.
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LESLI E | SAACS, Chair

Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council (POANCAC)

Kl awock, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified with concern about pesticide use
during the discussion of HB 53.

AMY MARSHALL, Director

Craig Public Library

Crai g, Alaska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

JOSHUA SM TH, Hi gh School Student

Hol I'i s School

Prince of Wales Island

Hol l'is, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

CLAYTON MUSI C, Student

Prince of Wales Island

Crai g, Alaska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

BENJERM N MOOTS, St udent

Hol I'i s School

Prince of Wales Island

Crai g, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified with concerns about pesticide use
during the discussion of HB 53.

MYLES STARKWEATHER, St udent

Hol Ii s School

Prince of Wales Island

Hol lis, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified with concerns about pesticide use
during the discussion of HB 53.

KEN PERRY, Owmner; GCeneral Manager

Pi ed Pi per Pest Control

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified and outlined his concerns about
HB 53.

CHARLES "ED' WOOD
Pet er sburg, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

SUZANNE WOOD
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Pet er sburg, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

DOUGLAS FLEM NG
Pet er sburg, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

HEATHER LEBA
Tal keet na, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

BECKY LONG
Tal keet na, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

STEPHANI E JURRI ES
Crai g, Alaska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

MARGO REVEI L, Co- Omner

Jakol of Bay Oyster Conpany

Hormer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 53.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:07: 33 PM

CO CHAI R SHELLEY HUGHES cal l ed the House Transportation Standing
Committee neeting to order at 1:07 p.m Representatives C anman,
MIllett, Stutes, Otiz, Foster, and Hughes were present at the

call to order

HB 53- USE OF PESTI Cl DES AND BROADCAST CHEM CALS

1: 07:49 PM

CO CHAI R HUGHES announced that the first order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 53, "An Act relating to the application of
pestici des and broadcast chem cals in certain public places near
fish habitat or water used for human consunption and on state-
owned |l and, land |eased by or to the state, state highways, and
state-owned rights-of- way."

1: 08: 34 PM
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CO CHAI R HUGHES asked to recognize a group of students that wll
be participating via teleconference from Hollis School on Prince
of Wales Island, including high school students Cayton Misic
and Joshua Smith, and at the internediate school |evel students
Benjermn Mots and Myl es Starkweather and at the primary school
| evel, students CJ Vasquez, C oe Vasquez, Kolton Joseph Tipton,
Jose Vasquez, |saac Starkweather and Tyl er Musser.

1: 09: 38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JONATHAN KREI SS- TOWKI NS, Al aska State
Legislature, stated that HB 53 speaks to the application of
pesticides, specifically the application of pesticides around
bodies of water and the public process and public noticing
associated with the application of pesticides. This bill speaks
to a broad concern fromnorth to south in the panhandl e region

he relayed, noting the Southeast Conference of Mayors has passed
a resolution and all comunities have taken a strong stand in
expressing interest and concern on the current regulations
associated with the application of pesticides as well as the
public process associated with pesticides.

1:10: 49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS-TOWKINS said this bill speaks to those
aspects of regulation; however, he basically would like the
public to have their say. He offered his belief there are

several years' worth of public sentinent that has not really had
an outlet and it is inportant for people to have an opportunity
to speak. He viewed this bill as a nmedium to allow people an
opportunity to testify. He thanked the Co-Chairs for allow ng
this to happen.

1:11: 26 PM

CO CHAIR HUGHES asked the sponsor to provide nore information
about the bill.

1:11:49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS hi ghl i ght ed t he t wo mai n
provisions in the bill. First, if this bill passed it would
require public notice in conspicuous areas to inform the public
when pesticides will be applied in public rights-of-way. It
would also allow the public an opportunity to comment on the
application of pesticides in public rights-of-way. Secondly, a
portion of the bill speaks to protections around water sources,
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specifically, requiring t he Depart ment of Envi r onnment al
Conservation (DEC) to nake a finding of no harm if pesticides
will be applied within 150 feet of a salnon stream and 600 feet
of a drinking water source. This primarily relates to
gl yphosate, the nobst commonly used pesticide, which has been
found to be safe on land but is not as safe in an aquatic
cont ext . He stated that this bill is intended to create sone
reasonabl e protections around water sources.

1: 13: 08 PM

CO CHAI R FOSTER acknow edged that this has been an issue that
has continued to build. He asked whether there are any specific
i ncidents that have occurred.

1: 13: 32 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  KREI SS- TOWINS answered that there was a
regul atory change a few years ago that took away sonme public
process provisions. The Departnent of Transportation & Public
Facilities (DOT&PF) specifically announced its plans to apply
pesticides along public rights-of-way on Prince of Wiles Island
in Southeast Al aska, which is an island that he and
Representative Otiz represent. He said substantial concern
arose after DOT&PF s announcenent. Since the regulation changes
related to public process were in effect, a crescendo of public
concern occurred and DOT&F postponed its plan to apply
pesti ci des. To his know edge pesticides have not been applied
in a broad manner since the regulations were changed; however,
many people live off the land by hunting, fishing, and picking

berries. At the very least residents want to know where
pestici des have been applied so they can nmake inforned decisions
on subsistence harvests. In addition, having reasonable

protections seens appropriate, he said.
1:15: 05 PM

CO CHAIR HUGHES said she reviewed the current statutes adopted
in 2013 and it appears as though notices nust be posted

regarding where pesticides wll be applied. She asked for
further clarification on whether the current regulations require
advance notice of pesticide application, as well as posting

signs or notices in nmedia outlets during the application period.

1: 15: 47 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS answered yes; that is correct. He
related a scenario in which DOT&PF announced its plans to apply
pesticides on Prince of Wales Island and posted a notice in the
Ketchi kan Daily News, which was published a nmonth prior to the
DOT&PF' s pl an. This caught peoples' attention and the public
strongly reacted so the application never occurred. However,
the absence of a public coment period and a neans to formally
and officially express their concern has been upsetting to
peopl e. This bill attenpts to hone in on the public
partici pation aspect.

1:16: 55 PM

CO CHAI R HUGHES asked whet her other states allow for that public
coment . She observed one opposition letter charged that
Al aska's process was nore onerous.

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS expl ai ned t hat t he state
historically has had a steady climate of regul ations surroundi ng
pestici des; however, changes in the last few years pronpted

concern. He expressed an interest in noving towards what
existed a few years ago. He was unsure of other states’
pol i ci es.

CO CHAI R HUGHES sai d that would be hel pful information to have.
1:17:49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CLAMAN asked for a discussion of the three fiscal
notes, noting one has costs associated with it.

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS deferred to staff to respond.
1:18: 26 PM

REI D MAGDANZ, Staff, Representative Kreiss Tonkins, Al aska State
Legi slature, on behalf of one of the joint prime sponsors of HB
53, explained that the fiscal note from DEC [Departnent
Envi ronnmental Conservation], Solid Waste Managenment, relates to
costs to review the permts and consider public coments. He
said DEC envisions it would require additional staff to do so.

1:19: 20 PM

COCHAIR HUGHES referred to page 2 [to paragraph (2)] that
states that notices nust be posted in a conspicuous place or
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pl aces on the application site. She asked whether costs to post
signs and notices were considered in the fiscal note.

MR. MAGDANZ answered that he did not believe that aspect was
listed in any of the fiscal notes.

1:19: 56 PM

CO CHAIR HUGHES asked whether posting notices is part of the
current regul ation requirenents.

MR MAGDANZ replied that in certain cases it 1is required;
however, he does not believe the current regulations require
posting notices along the highway. He suggested the depart nment
could correct him but he believes the DOT&F is required to
post notices if spraying occurs near a school or in certain
public areas; however, he does not believe there is a
requi renent to post notices on hi ghways.

1:20: 40 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ORTI Z referred to Section 2 of the sectional
analysis of the bill. He recalled the sponsor indicated that if
the bill passed, it would establish a 600-foot buffer zone near
wat er ways. It would also require a finding that application of
the pesticide will not harm the fish, fish habitat, or water
sour ce. Under the bill, [page 2, lines 19-20] the departnent

cannot apply a pesticide within 150 feet of an anadronous or
resident fish habitat or within 600 feet of a drinking water
sour ce. He related his understanding that these boundaries do
not currently exist.

MR. MAGDANZ answered that he is correct, in fact, one nmgjor
concern expressed by Southeast residents is that spraying on
hi ghway shoul ders could easily end up in water bodies adjacent
to the roadways.

1:21:53 PM

REPRESENTATIVE ORTIZ related his wunderstanding that sone of
t hese pesticides have been deened safe to use on |and, but sone
safety concerns exist in terns of application near water
sour ces.

MR. MAGDANZ answered that there are different fornmulations of
pesticides, noting that some have been approved by the EPA
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[ Envi ronnment Protection Agency] for use in or near water whereas
ot hers have not.

1:22:26 PM

CO CHAIR HUGHES asked for further clarification on whether the
ones approved by the EPA for use near waterways have undergone a
ri gorous process at the federal |level to determ ne safety.

MR. MAGDANZ answered that all pesticides used in Al aska have
been approved by the EPA Based on his discussions wth
numer ous people, disagreenent exists on how rigorous the EPA
process is, he said.

1:23:49 PM

CO CHAIR HUGHES related her understanding that the change was
made by regulation and the issue could be renmedied w thout a
statute change. She asked whether M. Coffey had any thoughts
on the bill and if he could inform the conmttee of any work
bei ng done or consideration of the public concerns.

1:24: 03 PM

M KE  COFFEY, Chi ef, Statewide Mintenance & Operations,
Departnment of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF),
answered that the department is still in the early stages of
reviewing the bill. He said the departnent's Integrated
Veget ati on Managenent Plan (IVMP) was updated in 2014. Si nce
then, the departnent has been working with the University of
Al aska Fairbanks, the University of Al aska Anchorage, the soil
wat er conservation districts, and the Departnent of Natural
Resources' plant material center. This has been an ongoing
process and the departnent is considering its options. He
reported that the DOI&F has only applied three smal

applications of herbicides, although the departnent has had
col | aborators working to conbat invasive species in the DOT&PF s

ri ghts-of -way. These groups have been working under the
departnment's Integrated Vegetation Managenent Plan (I1VMP) and
have applied herbicides to invasive species. He characteri zed

pesticide use as being a learning process and the departnent
continues to partner wth groups. He stated that the departnent
appreciates this opportunity to obtain public coments.

1: 25: 37 PM
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CO CHAI R HUGHES rel ated her understanding that under the current
regulations the |IVM”s nmanagenent plan nust be posted and
available to the public and the departnment nust publish a
noti ce. She asked whether the public has informally contacted
the departnent to weigh in with any concerns.

MR. COFFEY answered yes; noting that public comments have cone
primarily from Southeast Alaska, in particular, from several
communities on the Prince of Wles Island. He said he has not
received any direct coments from the rest of the state,
including areas in which the three snmall applications of
her bi ci des were appli ed.

1: 26: 32 PM

CO- CHAI R HUGHES asked whether informal comments are taken under
consi deration by the departnent.

MR. COFFEY answered that the departnent responds to every
coment . The DOT&PF provides the departnent's position at the
time in an effort to provide as nuch information to the public
as possi bl e.

1: 26: 55 PM

COCHAIR HUGHES asked for further clarification on the
di fference between an herbicide and a pesti ci de.

MR. COFFEY explained that an herbicide is a pesticide. For
exanpl e, pesticides would be used for controlling bedbugs, but
her bi ci des are used on vegetati on.

1: 27: 22 PM

CO CHAI R HUGHES asked for further clarification on the types of
i nvasi ve species in Al aska.

MR. COFFEY responded that it depends on the area of the state.
For exanpl e, he stated that Japanese knotweed [Fallopia
j aponi ca] has been a problem in Southeast Al aska in Juneau and
Pet er sbur g. In fact, the Southeast Soil & Water Conservation
organi zation has worked on eradicating this species in Juneau.
The Prince of Wales Island has problens with reed canarygrass
[ Phal ari s arundi nacea L.] and Anchorage has experienced numerous

invasions of Canadian thistle [Cirsium arvense]. The | ower
portions of the Dalton H ghway have been inundated with white
sweetcl over [Melilotus officinalis]. He expressed concern that
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if the white sweetclover reaches the Yukon River that the
i nfestation could spread up and down the river.

1:28: 24 PM

CO CHAIR HUGHES asked whether these types of vegetation were
i ntroduced speci es.

MR. COFFEY answered that invasive species have been in Al aska
for a long tine, but warm ng tenperatures can typically increase
the spread of nore invasive species, especially in Northern
Al aska.

1: 29: 31 PM
CO CHAI R HUGHES passed the gavel to Co-Chair Foster

CO CHAIR FOSTER asked whether there was a difference between
pestici des used for commercial purposes and products that can be
purchased at garden sections of Honme Depot for honme use that
m ght be a reduced strength.

MR. COFFEY answered that they are all considered pesticides,
noting the departnent has 11 herbicides listed in its Integrated
Veget ati on Managenent Plan (I VMP). He offered his belief that
many of the chemicals, if not all, are available at stores such
as Honme Depot or Lowe's Home |nprovenent and are the types of
chem cals that could be applied in hone gardens.

1: 29: 45 PM

REPRESENTATIVE ORTIZ asked whether the DOT&PF s use of
herbi cides along roadways is primarily to hold down invasive
species or if it is enployed as a cost savings neasure instead
of using blade cutters to now al ong roadways.

MR. COFFEY replied it is all of the above. The DOT&PF finds
that herbicides are an effective tool for conbating invasive

speci es, particularly around guardrails and signs since
nmechani cal neans just don't work. He reiterated that the
departnment uses herbicides as a tool in areas to control

vegetation in which nechanical nmeans don't work, but the DOT&PF
continues to work on cost effectiveness net hods.

1: 30: 54 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE ORTIZ asked for further <clarification on the
types of cost effectiveness neasures used.

MR. COFFEY answered that the departnment is in the infancy of
herbi ci de use since the departnment has only applied three snal
applications of herbicides in the state. Thus it is hard to
come up with a detailed cost analysis until the departnent is
farther along. He comented that the departnent does not have a
lot of Ilicensed contractors vyet and it has had I|imted
experience so far.

1:32: 04 PM
CO CHAI R FOSTER opened public testinony on HB 53.
1:32:15 PM

STEPHEN d ESBRECHT, Borough Manager, Petersburg Borough, stated
that Petersburg is a wet and rainy place, which nmakes the
application of chemcals problematic. Wen it was announced
that the public would no |onger have an opportunity to engage
with the state on specific chemcal applications, there was
significant public outcry due to the inpact on the comunity.
Many people in the community use l|local streans and runoff water
as their only water supply for drinking and househol d gardens.
Many ot hers pick berries and other foods from al ongsi de roadways
and rely on healthy fish stocks for their way of life and dinner
for their famlies. He felt certain the commttee would
understand that the thought of adding chemicals was not well
received in the comunity. Further, the Petersburg Borough has
additional concerns with the potential inpact chem cal use may
have on wild Al aska seafood, which is the primary driver in the
Pet ersburg econony. The state and comunity have spent
considerable time advertising the high value of Al aska's natura
seaf ood and the application of chemcals into Petersburg' s rainy
environment nmekes it very plausible that the fish could be
affected and therefore damage the reputation of the overal

seaf ood quality. He cautioned that the industry cannot afford
this type of reaction in the narketplace. Finally, many |oca
citizens have given exanples of how poorly cheni cal spraying
works in this climte since nost chem cal application rely on
staying in contact with the weeds and plants |ong enough to be
absorbed. In Alaska's climate, that will rarely be possible, he
sai d. This nmeans even nore of the chemcal additives will not
be on the target plants, but in the foods, wldlife, and
environnment that the Petersburg community relies on for its
quality of life. He concluded his testinony by stating he hopes
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the commttee understands the serious concerns regarding this
issue and it will take steps to protect the quality of life in
Pet ersburg and the rest of Southeast Al aska.

1: 35: 00 PM

JEFF JABUSCH, Borough Manager, Cty and Borough of Wangell,
asked to speak in support of HB 53. In Novenmber 2013, the
assenbly passed a resolution [11-13-1286] with two key points.
First, the assenbly requested that the use of herbicides along
Al aska's roadways be anended to provide for public coment so
peopl e can have sone input and discussion prior to pesticide
appl i cati ons. He said a large portion of the population lives
along the state highways and the conmmunity has a bike path that
is wdely used. Further, people pick berries and dig clanms on
t he beaches right off the roadway so the community is concerned
about the inpacts of the use of herbicides. Secondly, the
resolution asked the Departnent of Environnental Conservation
(DEC) and Departnent of Transportation & Public Facilities
(DOT&PF) to discuss inpacts of the use of herbicides along the

region's roadways that the department plans to use. I f nothing
else, it may help identify chemcals that were shown not to be
harnful, which would be helpful to the citizens in Wangell. He

said the community understands and supports the state doing its
job in an economcal fashion, but it wants to ensure that
Al aska's citizens are safe.

1: 37: 50 PM

BENJAM N M YASATO, Vice-Deputy Mayor, City and Borough of Sitka;
Council Menber & Treasurer, Sitka Tribe of Al aska, asked to
speak in support of HB 53. He stated that the City and Borough
of Sitka passed a resolution, [Resolution 14-13], in Septenber
2014 in requesting that the regulations covering the use of
herbi ci des along Al aska's roadways be anended to provide for

public comment. He stated that [know edge of herbicide use and
the ability to coment] will be good for the public, subsistence
berry gatherers, and for drinking and water sources. As

Petersburg and Wangell testified, Sitka, too, is a very wet
environment and lots of people like to park and pick berries
near the road. He expressed concern that public conment is not
currently available, which he characterized as being highly

i mportant. In ternms of posting regulations for notices, he
expressed concern that a lot of people will mss postings. He
said he was curious where the notices wll be posted. He

enphasi zed the inportance of having the tribal citizens and all
of Sitka's citizens weigh in and provide public comrent.
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1: 40: 18 PM

JIM SYKES asked to speak in support of HB 53 as a citizen, but
not as a Matanuska-Susitna Borough assenbly nenber. He said
that HB 53 takes a reasonable approach, which includes
notification to the public, opportunity for local input, and a
good permt review process. Further, he suggested that the
setbacks from water can help protect water, fish, and wildlife,
noting that he personally engages in personal dipnet fishing.
H s experience with pesticides began in the m d-1980s at a tine
when people initially becane concerned about chenicals being
used by the then federally-owned railroad. At one point he
served as an alternate of the Alaska Railroad Ctizen's Advisory
Comm ttee on Vegetation. He reported that during the 1990s, the
railroad tried alternatives, including using infrared and steam

as well as hand clearing by prisoners and nore intensive
mai nt enance of the track ball ast. He enphasi zed the inportance
of keeping an open mnd to enploying new technol ogies. He
referred to HB 53, page 3, line 12, and suggested a | anguage
change, after "information," to add "ot her effective
alternatives.” He offered his belief that the public should be
able to consider and conmment on new devel opnents. He

highlighted that the permt review process was inportant when
the DEC denied the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) from
spraying the tracks from Seward to Fairbanks. At the tine, the
ARRC had not identified many water crossings or wetlands areas.
Wthout careful review and action by the DEC, these critical

areas could have been sprayed. He expressed concern about
spraying since Alaska has a lot of high water tables and many
herbi cides have not been tested in Arctic or sub-Arctic
conditions, which neans chenical effects |ast |onger and trave

farther.

1: 43: 03 PM

MR. SYKES el aborated on sone testing done in Southcentral Al aska
near Fairbanks, noting the characteristics were significantly
different than the Lower 48 testing, which should be considered.
He expressed concern that the majority of the ingredients on
herbicides are listed as inert, but he has found that sone inert
ingredients are as poisonous as the weed-killing chem cals.
Since conpanies do not need to list the ingredients, it isn't
possible to know for sure what is contained in the inert

i ngredients, so reasonable caution is necessary. In the past 25
years, Railbelt comunities and Native Tribal organizations have
dealt wth sone of the herbicide issues. In 2006, the
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Mat anuska- Susi t na Bor ough Assenbl y unani nousl y passed a
resolution pronoting a healthy railroad and asked the ARRC not

to spray alongside the tracks in the borough. In conclusion, he
acknowl edged there will be differing opinions about where and
when to apply herbicides. However, nost people can agree that

we need safe water and safe communities and HB 53 provides a
straightforward process for notifying the public, hearing from
the community, and evaluating a permt application that keeps
public safety as a priority. He offered his belief that it is a
good idea to pass the bill. He thanked the commttee for an
opportunity to comrent and for its work on this issue.

1: 45: 53 PM

PAMELA M LLER, Executive Director, Alaska Comrunity Action on
Toxi cs (ACAT), stated she is also a biologist. She said that
the ACAT organization is a statewde environnental health
or gani zati on conpri sed of scientists, public heal th
prof essional s, and conmmunity advocates who conduct research and
provi de educational prograns, technical assistance and training.
She asked to strongly support HB 53 because it wll establish
conmmon sense neasures to protect salnon streanms, subsistence
resources, and drinking water sources by requiring buffer zones.
It would al so restore public participation in inportant decision
maki ng about pesticide uses. The regulations adopted by the
Depart ment of Envi r onnment al Conservation (DEC) in 2013
effectively renoved regulatory and oversight authority for
pesticide use on public lands and rights-of-way. The regulation
changes also renoved the public's right to participate in the
deci si on- maki ng process. The public lost its decision-nmaking
authority and over si ght authority concer ni ng particul ar
pesticide products, application methods, sensitive |ocations,
and threats to environnmental and public health, she said.

M5. MLLER stated that the aforenentioned regul ati ons weakened
the denocratic participation in decisions that affect water
quality, fish habitat, and public health. She enphasi zed that
Al askans have the right to know and participate in decisions
about pesticide spraying on its public lands since these

pesticide applications will affect |ands, water, and fish that
are public trust assets and these decisions can affect their
heal t h. She pointed out that Alaska has a long history of

citizen participation, dating back to the days of Governor
Hammond with constructive citizen participation in decisions
about pesticide use. Al askans have |ong been concerned about
protecting water quality and hunman health and have been actively
engaged in decisions about herbicide and pesticide wuses in
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public places. Further, she said that these issues have enjoyed
bi parti san support as evidenced by a 2005 bill sponsored by then
Representative Meyer, which successfully passed and inproved
notification of pesticide use in public places.

1: 48: 58 PM

M5. MLLER agreed the state needs to address problens of
i nvasi ve and noxi ous weeds; however, herbicides in nobst cases
are not needed to acconplish the solutions to these problens.

In fact, pesticides are toxic chem cals designed to kill, repel,
or otherwise harmliving organisns, but are one of the few toxic
substances intentionally applied to the environnent. G ven the

inherent toxicity and tendency to disperse from the area of
application, the state should ensure regulatory oversight and
full public participation in decisions about herbicide use and
it should do everything it can to mnimze harmed drinking water
sources, salnon streans, and public health. This bill includes
buffer zones that wll [|imt runoff of pesticides and thus
provi de protection to drinking water sources and sal non streans.

M5. MLLER stated that a lot of scientific literature shows that
pesticides can danage salnonids and reduce their chance of

survi val or kill them directly. Many pesticides cause
reproductive harm and reduced survival of young salnon as they
transition to seawater. These chenmicals can inpair their
m gration, or cause behavioral changes that [|imt their

survival, she said. Sone pesticides and herbicides also affect
salnon indirectly by changing the abundance of food, cover, or
other conditions in the aquatic environnent. And as noted by
previ ous speakers, these chemcals are nore persistent in
northern environnments. In addition, there are also risks to
public health fromthe application of herbicides on public |ands
and rights-of-way and peer reviewed scientific literature
supports this assessnent. Exposure to the chemicals currently
proposed by the DOI&F can result in detrinmental health
out cones, such as neurological danage, hornmone disruption,
devel opnental, reproductive disorders, and cancers - sonetines
froma single exposure.

1: 50: 59 PM

M5. MLLER concluded by saying that public participation
i nproves agency decisions and provides |ocally-based information
that serves to identify and protect Al aska's drinking water
sources and sensitive habitat, as well as pronoting safer and
nore econom cal alternatives. She urged nenbers to support HB
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53 because it ensures the right of all Al askans to participate
in decisions that affect their health, subsistence, livelihoods,
and it establishes protective buffer zones. She thanked nenbers
for the opportunity to testify.

1: 52: 09 PM

GRACE SINGH, Special Assistant to the President, Central Counci

Tlingit-Haida Indian Tribes of Al aska, said she was speaking on
behal f of R ck Peterson, President, from Kasaan on Prince of
Wal es |sland today. In addition, she also spends summers in
Hollis for subsistence harvesting so the issues surrounding
her bi ci de spraying are inportant to her. She said that Prince
of Wales Island is the fourth largest island consisting of 10
communities, wth four federally-recognized tribes. Al t hough
6, 000 people live on the island, they currently do not have any
say on what the DOT&PF does with the land and water. Wi | e
living in rural Al aska can be very challenging, the citizens of
Prince of Wiles Island are very fortunate to have such a
resource abundant island with fish, deer and berries to depend

upon, she said. Subsi stence fishing, hunting, and gathering
hel ps rural residents offset the high price of gas, food, and
transportation. She said that annual herbicide spraying wll

affect all residents on the island who depend on the inportant
natural resources that Tlingit and Haida people have relied on
since tinme i menorial .

1: 53: 37 PM

M5. SINGH suggested that Al aska should a better process than
other states since Al aska depends on its rural resources for
subsi stence nmuch nore than any other state. Further, she
cautioned that tourism and fishing industries will be adversely
affected by spraying and it would be irresponsible for the state
to do so since nost residents rely on these industries. Wi | e
she understands the budget crisis, it is unfortunate that |oca

knowl edge isn't being utilized to bring viable solutions to best
conmbat invasive species. One nmjor concern about clear cutting
by mechanical neans is that it may spread the invasive species,
whi ch may be true; however, herbicides also have limted effects
and require annual applications that distribute these harnful
chemcals into the ecosystem She noted that invasive species
are not regulated, but come in on heavy equipnent, hay bales

and other transported goods. At this point, the population of
i nvasi ve species is so out of control that herbicide application
will not deter them but it wll contamnate water and
veget ati on, she said.
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M5. SINGH expressed further concern about contam nation of well
water with limted filtration systens in place. In addition

many people collect surface water from creeks to fill their
ci sterns. She enphasized that herbicidal spraying wll
inevitably contamnate water quality due to the wunderground
caves. She recalled a study done on Prince of Wiles Island

such that dyes distributed on one side of the island were |ater
found everywhere on the island.

1: 56: 48 PM

M5. SINGH reported that the proposed herbicide spraying near
Thorne Bay will affect eight bodies of water, including rivers,
creeks, lakes, and flood zones. This issue wll wundeniably

affect residents of Prince of Wales Island, plus elimnating the
public comrent also poses a direct threat against the values of
a functioni ng denocracy. She cautioned that restricting people
from comenting on the use of herbicides was a clear indication
of governnment overreach and a deterioration of |ocal control.
In fact, the truth is that herbicidal spraying doesn't work well

and requires annual appl i cation, she said. When nore
st akehol ders are allowed to participate in the planning process,
they can contribute to an effective solution to problens. In

concl usi on, she thanked the conmttee for hearing her, since the
DOT&PF' s public comrent process was renoved, in terns of naking
comments on the proposed use of herbicides.

1:58:10 PM

CO CHAIR FOSTER recalled her comments on traditional know edge
and asked Ms. Singh to provide her thoughts on how that could be
coupl ed toget her.

1:58: 55 PM
LESLI E | SAACS, Chair, Prince of Wales Comrunity Advisory Counci

(PONCAC), stated that the POWNAC nenbership consists of nine
menber communities and four tribal nenbers who try to |ook at

i ssues that address Prince of Wales Island as a whole. Thi s
organi zation represents a nunber of comunities wth city
adm nistrators, mayors, and council nenbers from around the

island who work to pronote the island as a whole with an
under st andi ng of the interdependence they have.

MR | SAACA said that Prince of Wales Island consists of over
2,000 mles of road, and is the third largest inhabited island
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in the US., with approximtely 6,000 residents. He said that
on any given night about 30 deer can be seen in the road right-
of -way when driving from Thorne Bay to Kl awock. He echoed the
concern other testifiers have voiced that pesticide use wll
have on subsistence use since the animals traverse the roadways.
He has a 26-year-old son who hunts and fishes to support his
famly and his son is concerned that his famly will eat the
deer that eat the pesticide-laden foliage, which could
contribute to cancer.

2:01: 12 PM

MR. | SAACS said that he also serves as the city admnistrator
for the Cty of Kl awock. He said he received nunerous calls
when the regulations were changed wth respect to keeping
vehicl e headlights on, because no one asked themif this was a
good i dea. It illustrates that it is the nost telling aspect
since residents hunt, fish, and gather berries and people of all
ages may eat contamnated food that have absorbed the
pesti ci des.

MR. | SAACS said a seven-mle |ake called Klawock Lake has the
best sockeye run in Al aska, but seven niles of state highway run
adjacent to the |ake and he was concerned that the tributaries
will absorb these pesticides. He would like to be able to tel

his grandchildren that he was subsistence gathering 30 years ago
in the lake that they would use for the same purpose. He
enphasi zed that is what culture neans - the handing down of
subsi stence gathering to the next generation. However, he
expressed concern that the resources won't be there. He wants
to ensure that he can teach his great-grandchildren how to fish,
recalling the pride he felt when he renenbers his father
teaching him how to be the skiff man in the subsistence fishing
oper ati on. Now he feels enotional because his son is now ready

to take on that |ob. He stressed the inportance of ensuring
that the resources are available to the people. He would I|ike
assurances that these resources wll be available seven

generations from now.
2:04: 37 PM

AMY MARSHALL, Director, Craig Public Library, asked to testify
in support of HB [53] and return public coment to the projects
that have inpacts on comunities and the environnent. She
stated that the application of pesticides on Prince of Wiles
Island is an area of concern for island residents and the
absence of public comment has led to a great deal of frustration
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in the community. She stated that an online petition collected
3,800 signatures, with an additional 300 signatures collected on
physi cal petitions. She stated that she has copies of 37
letters that were sent to Departnent of Transportation & Public
Facilities, but she did not believe that any of the people have
received a reply. She has watched this grassroots effort evolve
and has observed people who have not been political in the past
taking an interest in this issue. She said that considering
public comment in any undertaking is a matter of good public

policy.
2: 06: 43 PM

M5. MARSHALL commented that she previously served as the
| ntegrated Past Manager for Wangell Saint Elias National Park
and Preserve. She suggested that sone people are concerned
because there does not seemto be any offered alternatives, but
it the decision would be to spray herbicides or not to spray
t hem She was aware that some people have offered to
mechani cal |y renove species, but they do not feel they are being
taken seriously. The roads on Prince of Wales I|Island cross over
several bodies of water, for exanple, near Thorne Bay, plus the

Thorne River has runoff water. She expressed concern that
pesticide use will adversely affect tourism and subsistence due
to the perception of contam nation. She enphasi zed that public
cooment is vital to this process. She indicated that
Representative Kreiss-Tonkins nentioned a notice was published
regardi ng proposed spraying; however, it was published in the

Juneau Enpire and not in the Ketchikan Daily News, but the
Juneau Enpire is not available on Prince of Wales Island. She
urged nmenbers to support HB 53.

2:09: 14 PM

JOSHUA SM TH, Student, Hollis School, Prince of Wles 1Island
read from prepared testinony, as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Good afternoon Madam Chair and honorable nenbers of
the House Departnent of Transportation Commttee. My
name is Joshua Smith and | am a H gh School Student at
Hollis School on Prince of Wales Island. | am here
representing nyself.

Thank you for allowing ne the opportunity to present
nmy testinony about [HB] 53.
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| support [HB] 53 because people should have input
People who live on Prince of Wiles Island know nore
about the environnent on the island than decision
makers working in an office in Juneau. | think all of
you, and | can agree that we do not want wuninfornmed
people to nake decisions that adversely inpact the
peopl e and the environnment. W cannot just think about
ourselves; there are also the aninmals. Those deci sions
could make it nore challenging for the people that
live on our island and for others that do not but,
like tourists and restaurants, rely on our fish.

My nom makes noney helping to unload, pack and ship
seafood to other places all around the world. That is
how we are able to make a living. Wrking there is her
favorite job. If the spraying ruins the fishing
i ndustry, innocent workers like ny nromw Il |ose their
jobs. My nonis goal is to be able to keep a roof over
ny head, food on the table and clothes on ny back.
During summers, when we get a chance, ny nom and |
find a way to pick berries along the road to give to
el ders for themto nmake jam for people. |If they spray,
the berries will be gone. My nom also grows organic
fruit and vegetables in our garden for elders and
| ocal children. W do not want to give them
cont am nat ed produce.

Qur island is a karst system Anything (any chem cal)
that enters our water system in any place wll
contami nate our entire island.

| believe it would be best to ask locals like the
Forest Service, Fish and Gane and people who have
lived here for a long time to find the best way to
have a nore controlled spray so that it would do
little to no damage to our Prince of Wles Island
envi ronment .

Thank you for your kind attention to ny remarks. Do
you have any questions?

2:13: 11 PM
CLAYTON MJSI C, Student, Hollis School, Prince of Wales Island

read from prepared testinony, as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :
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Good afternoon Madam Chair and honorable nenbers of
the House Departnent of Transportation Commttee. My
name is Clayton Music and I am a Hi gh School Student
at Hollis School on Prince of Wales Island. | am here
representing nyself. Thank you for allowing nme the
opportunity to present ny testinony about [HB] 53.

| support this bill because the governnent should
operate with citizens’ opinions instead of wthout.
Wt hout people’s opinions, it makes it not fair. Wth
i nput you can meke better decisions, wthout it, you
could destroy soneone’s way of life. In ny case, ny
dad owns the only cab conpany on the island. He brings
tourists to and fromthe ferry. If there are chemcals
sprayed, tourists that typically cone to see the flora
and fauna of our island will go elsewhere. If the
tourists stop comng, there will be no way for ny dad
to pay the bills. If his cab conpany had to close, ny
dad’s workers would be out of a job. Wth nore people
out of work, the stores would have to reduce hours or
reduce workers. Also, it wuld nmake it harder for
people on the island who rely upon the cab conpany for
transportation. Wthout input, peopl e who decide
whether to spray or not would not know this. Even if
spraying is cheaper in the short run, with all the
jobs lost, it could be nore expensive in the long run

Thank you for your kind attention to ny remarks. Do
you have any questions?

2:15: 25 PM

BENJERM N MOOTS, Student, Hollis School, Prince of Wiles Island,
read from prepared testinony, as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Good afternoon Madam Chair and Honorable Menbers of
t he House of Representatives Transportation Commttee.

My nane is Benjermin Mots and | am an Internedi ate
School Student at Hollis School on Prince of Wles
Island. | am here representing nyself. Thank you for

allowing ne the opportunity to present ny testinony
about [HB] 53. People should have a voice so they can
know nore about an issue, and what it can do to the
environment. State departnents should talk to the
comunity so they can get nore information before they
decide to spray or not to spray.
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They need to know about nmny brother Titus. He cane to
speak to Hollis School about commercial fishing and
why it is inportant to the State of Alaska s econony.
Fishing is how he makes his noney. People wll not
want to work on his boat because the fish nmay be
contam nated. Fisherman wll 1lose their jobs, they
will not have noney and then the stores will not nmake
noney, nore people wll Jlose their jobs and nore
busi nesses would close. Fishing is a huge part of our
state and we need to nake sure that people who nake
decisions like spraying that could harm our fish have
i nformation from everyone who could be involved. Thank
you for your kind attention to ny remarks. Do you have
any questions?

2:17:16 PM

MYLES STARKWEATHER, Student, Hollis School, Prince of Wles
Island, read from prepared testinony, as follows [original
punct uati on provided]:

Good afternoon WMadam Chair and honorable nenbers of
the House Departnent of Transportation Commttee. My

name is Mles Starkweather and | am an Internediate
School Student at Hollis School on Prince of Wles
Island. | am here representing nyself. Thank you for

allowing ne the opportunity to present ny testinony
about [HB] 53.

Wiy is it inportant for people to be able to speak
out, to be heard? You do not know if the person that
has not been heard has sonething that would help the
State Departnment of Transportation to nake a better
decision. They need to know about famlies |like mne
who rely on subsistence to |ive. W harvest just about
everything in the wld that people can eat. This
includes food from the ocean and streanms to include
sal non, halibut, shrinp and crab. W also eat wld
plants found along the water's edge Ilike sea
asparagus. We pick berries to include salnon berries
and, ny favorite, thinble berries all sunmmer long. My
famly is worried that spraying the herbicides could
kill all of our food supply.

Thank you for your kind attention to ny remarks. Do
you have any questions?

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE - 23- March 10, 2015



2:19: 03 PM

KEN PERRY, Omer; Ceneral WMnager, Pied Piper Pest Control,
related his understanding that the Departnent of Environnental
Conservation (DEC) was not allowed to explain what happened in

2013, but he wll do his best to provide background information
He said he attended many of the neetings due to his interest in
pestici des even though the prior bill did not affect him

MR. PERRY said the hearings produced the sane testinony over and
over again, but6 the results were be the sane, which was
approval . He noticed that this comrittee chose to limt public
testinmony to three mnutes and there is a reason for that, he
said. Testinony has value only if the points nmade are different
and if it has nerit on a particul ar aspect that has not yet been
expressed.

MR. PERRY said he was deeply inpressed by the young people
testifying, but nmuch of the information being shared by those in
support of the bill is off target. In 2013, even though the
DEC s pesticide division was bogged down, staff put together a
realistic package, requested public comment, and considered it,
prior to submitting the final docunent for approval. At that
time, the requirenments for guidance for the use of pesticides
were increased and clear and concise |IPM prograns were added

He pointed out that <current law requires that alternative
nmet hods nust be considered as part of the regul ations. Thus
many of the coments [provided today] are off target. One
common thread testifiers have nade seens to be the |ack of
public comrent, which he argued was not taken away since people
can always make comments to the departnent. He offered his
belief that the DEC nmkes decisions on permts, applications,
and pesticides based on science because the legislature and the
Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA) require it.

2:22:41 PM

MR. PERRY predicted that if HB 53 noves forward the state wll
hear the sane testinony over and over again. He further
predicted if the bill passes, it wll cost an additiona
$250, 000 per year to inplenment and the DOT&PF' s budget will need
to be increased due to the fiscal inpact. In 2013, the only

change nmade was with respect to public coment, he said.
MR. PERRY suggested that the issues being raised today have been

addressed at the federal level, in ternms of pesticides near
water, fish, and endangered species. Again, he said, these
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restrictions have already been enacted by the federal governnent

and the EPA nust give consideration to product | abeling. He
concluded that all of the concerns that have been raised have
al ready been addressed. He suggested that if the legislature

was going to spend nore noney, it should be spent on addressing
the maj or bed bug epidem c instead of on this bill.

2:25: 33 PM

CO CHAIR FOSTER referred to page 1, line 7-8, which read, " :
[A] person may not apply a pesticide or broadcast chemical in a
commopn area of a building that contains nore than four single
famly dwellings or apartnent building, to portions of a
government office or facility to which access is not nornally
restricted to enployees, or to plazas, parks, or public sports
facilities .... He specifically directed attention to the
| anguage "four single famly dwellings" and asked for his
comments since this provision would not apply to five or six-
pl ex buildings or anything |arger.

M. PERRY replied that he was involved in 2005 changes; however
he was not sure of the purpose of this subsection since the

definition was sinply noved [within subsection (c) - a technica
change] . However, he  works in accordance wth the
af orenenti oned | anguage. He said the municipal code was even

stronger in the Minicipality of Anchorage in terns of pesticide
application in public places.

2:27:24 PM

CHARLES "ED' WOOD, read from prepared testinony, as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

1. My nane is Charles Wod and |'m representing nyself

through these comments. | have been a resident of
Al aska since before statehood beginning in Decenber
1954, and Petersburg since 1961. | have been a self-
enpl oyed conmmercial fisherman in Al aska for over 35
years.

2. I am witing in support of [HB] 53 in order to

restore many of the public protections that were
removed by the 2013 regul at ory changes.

3. HB 53's intended purpose is to return to the public

an opportunity to comment on their concerns to the
pot enti al i mpacts of roadsi de sprayi ng of
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pestici des/ herbicides in areas of inportance to them
such as the stream which ny famly has held State of
Al aska water rights on since 9 July 1970 while our
beneficial usage began in 1961, and which wll be
i npacted by any roadsi de spraying.

4. The primary issue of concern over our permtted
water supply is that it flows through a culvert
beneath M tkof H ghway (State H ghway 7) and wll be
contam nated beyond any doubt by roadside chem cal
applications on both sides of the highway and by the
ditches that drain into our stream

5. HB 53 also provides the opportunity for ADOT&PF to
provide information to the public concerning the
application of chemcal agents, or alternatives, to
control plant growmh along State owned roadways in a
public forum

6. It is in the public's interest to be fully
informed, and included in any decision by State
agencies that could have potential Ilong-term and

accurrul ative ram fications on public health and public
safety, two areas of which the Alaska Legislature is
constitutionally (Article VI, Sections 4 and 5) bound
to saf eguard.

7. | urge you to support HB 53.

MR. WOOD added that neither DEC or DOT&PF has responded to the
Borough of Petersburg's request for a public hearing. He
offered his belief that there was not any provision for public
comment at this point so it would be up to the individuals whose

streans will be affected to "neet the truck at the top of the
road.” He said he appreciated the opportunity to comment.
2: 30: 45 PM

SUZANNE WOOD, read from prepared testinony, as follows [origina
punct uation provided]:

1. M nanme is Suzanne Wod and |I'm representing
nmysel f. A resident of Petersburg, Al aska since COctober
1993, | have been a self-enployed conmercial fisherman

i n Sout heast Al aska for over 22 years.

2. | amwiting in support of House Bill 53.
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3. Wile HB 53 may not, by itself, prevent the usage
of chem cal agents on humans, fish, wldlife, and
other living organisns, it should bring to light the
potential harnful and |long—+termramfications of their
usage by requiring public participation in an open
neeting before any chem cal spraying is authorized by
State of Al aska agency officials.

4. Residue from roadside spraying nay, t hr ough
airborne drift, end up far afield from its intended
point of ground contact and is likely to contam nate
all roadside streans through runoff due to the noist
maritime climte, particularly in Southeast Al aska.
This has the potential to unintentionally introduce
harnful toxins, and have detrinmental |ong-term inpact
on humans, fish and wldlife, beneficial subsistence
vegetation |ike blueberry bushes, and other organisns.

5. Living out of town in a nore rural location with no
access to the Petersburg Borough’s residential water
resource, the stream that | use extensively for
personal use has been granted water rights since 1970,
and back permtted to 1961. This stream flows under
the Mtkof Hi ghway, which could be subjected to
chemi cal applications on the wuphill, and downhill
sides of the right-of-way, effectively doubling the
anmount of chem cal agent that ny famly is subjected
to by using ny famly' s state authorized water usage.
This creek runs out into the Wangell Narrows am dst
anadronous sal non, Dungeness and Tanner crab, and
other resident marine manmals including killer whale,
sea lion, and harbor seal.

6. My famly' s organic garden is watered wusing
hillside runoff authorized by the State through our
long held water rights. Roadside chenical spraying
destroys any senblance of organic gardening by
i ntroducing chemcal agents and toxins directly into
our food chain by wusage of what is otherwise a
pristine, uncontam nated water source. In nany cases,

herbicides are toxic to beneficial soil organisns,
such as bacteria that help break down the soil, and
help bring in the nutrients plants need. Herbicides
have been shown to kill helpful soil organisnms, which

result in too many harnful bacteria and fungi grow ng.
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7. | wurge you to support HB 53, which will restore
many of the public protections that were renoved by

the 2013 regulatory changes. HB 53 wll enable the
ADOT/ PF the opportunity to present to the public in an
open forum its proposed chem cal application—+the

wheres, whys, and hows of the need for the Al aska
Department of Transportation to introduce toxins into
our lives and property on Mtkof Island.

2:34:38 PM

DOUGLAS FLEM NG stated he has been an Al aska resident for 28
years and after graduate studies in fisheries he worked for 23
years as a fisheries biologist for the Al aska Departnent of Fish
& Ganme (ADF&G) in research and managenent in Interior and
Sout heast Al aska. At the present time he said he was involved
in comercial fishing.

MR. FLEM NG asked to testify in support of HB 53 because it
offers a step in the right direction. He questioned whether
spraying could be done wthout herbicides noving into the
aquatic habitats that provide the nmachinery for Alaska' s sal non
producti on. He enphasized salnon was very inportant to the
| ocal and statew de econony. In fact, these substances can al so
affect animals, but he asked to limt his comments only to fish.

MR. FLEM NG reported that peer-reviewed research has docunented
transport of herbicides into streanms from roadside projects,
which is what is being discussed today. He expressed concern
that spraying could | eave Al aska with big "unknowns" in terns of
the harm chem cals mght cause when introduced into wetlands
crisscrossed by many small streans used by a variety of species
and life stages. He worried that this could bruise Al aska's
earned reputation and taint Alaska's marketing of its pure
waters and wi |l d sal non.

MR. FLEM NG offered to share a particularly troubling result
from his son's controlled experinent on the exposure of Roundup
on the survival of Coho salnon eggs for his AP [advanced
pl acenent] biology class. Wen he and his son tried to explain
the heavy nortality of herbicide-treated eggs, they could not
find reported research available to determne the toxicity for
early egg and sac fry life stages for Coho and other salnon
exposed to comonl y- used Roundup W th gl yphosat e-type
her bi ci des. G ven this lack of inportant information, he asked
what assurances or proof of no harm can DOT&PF & DEC possibly
give wthout first conducting significant biological and

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE - 28- March 10, 2015



hydrol ogi cal studies. He further asked nenbers to closely
examne DOI&PF and DEC s roles and functions other than
permtting, announci ng, and dispensing herbicides. He
guestioned how a conprehensive and responsible program to
protect clean water, pristine habitats and sustained high |evels
of fish production could be offered in light of the current
fiscal problens in Alaska. He offered his belief that HB 53 may
lead to a better informed public and better outcone. He urged
menbers to support scientific studies in Alaska to better
understand the risks to Alaska's valuable resources that m ght
be traded off for a perceived efficiency that herbicide spraying
m ght  bring. He thanked nenbers for their time and the
opportunity to testify.

2:38:22 PM

HEATHER LEBA stated that she is a fisheries biologist. She
urged nenbers to support HB 53 and nmake the overdue changes to
the public process that will allow citizens an opportunity to
comment and voice their concern about herbicide spraying near
and in their comunities. The current permtting process
doesn' t identify critical wat er ways, sal nron  streans, or
residential areas that mght be affected by spraying. An

abundance of scientific literature docunents the nany negative
effects of pesticides on fish, anphibians, and fresh water
i nvertebrates, she said. She thanked the previous speaker for
providing information on the biology study. She said the
herbicides wused by the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC)
contain glyphosate and surfactants that increase the toxicity
and inpacts fish and other organisns. She infornmed nmenbers that
toxicity to humans was nuch nore severe when the glyphosate is
m xed with a surfactant, which can be as mld as skin irritation
or as severe as liver and kidney inpairnent, respiratory
di stress, and heart arrhythm a.

IVB. LEBA observed that many residents pick flowers and
subsi stence food near the railroad tracks and should be aware
these areas may not be safe for harvest, but residents have

[imted opportunity to view the notices. In addition, residents
often fish in the Talkeetna and Susitna rivers and nearby
sl oughs for salnon and trout. She has personally observed ARRC

signs near bridge trestles crossing sloughs and the Tal keetna
River and has observed evidence of herbicides on vegetation
directly adjacent to these water bodies.

M5. LEBA obtained confirmation that the ARRC sprayed from the
dowmntown second street crossing to the community of Chase
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upstream of the Tal keetna River and that herbicides were sprayed
8 feet on either side of the track, stopping 50-feet before the
trestle bridge and resum ng 50-feet past the end of the bridge,
not the 100 feet stipulated by the DEC. She offered her belief
that runoff finds its way into | ocal waterways, which can inpact

subsi st ence, recreational, and commerci al fishing in and
downstream of Tal keet na. Her conmmunity hosts thousands of
visitors who cone to fish, hike, and see Denali, so she was
concerned that continued spraying wll affect tourism and the

| ocal econony. She urged nenbers to support HB 53.

2:42: 24 PM

BECKY LONG asked to testify in support of HB 53. She said she
has made her living from the comercial fishing and tourism
i ndustry. She expressed her concern  about her bi ci de

cont am nati on. She argued that repetitive coments by citizens
were okay since it enphasizes whether a majority of people were

ei ther supporting or opposing a bill or policy. She offered her
belief that decisions about pesticide wuse were politica
deci sions nmade by the adm nistration. Prior adm nistrations

have turned down pesticide permts due to overwhelmng
opposition by the public. Although she was unsure of 2014 use,
she reported that in 2013 the ARRC sprayed 50,000 gallons of
her bi ci de and surfactants. She enphasized that uncontam nated
resources are necessary for the state's econony since conmerci al
fishing, sport fishing, hunting, tourism and recreational users
provi de nore noney to the state than oil does.

M5. LONG offered her belief that in 2013 the admi nistration took
a large step backward in terns of pesticide nmanagenent since it
gutted the public process, which allowed the worst herbicides to
be used in the state. She offered support for HB 53 because it
returned the right to participate in the decision-nmaking process
in terns of proposed pesticide application. She enphasized that
Al aska subsists on the natural resources that clean water
heal thy salnon, and wildlife provide; however, it isn't possible
to control toxic exposure to these resources. She specifically
supported a policy to ban application of broadcast chem cals or
pesticides within 150 feet of streans or 600 feet of public and
private water sources. She concluded her testinony by
supporting HB 53 to restore the public process since Al askans
have a right to weigh in and be informed about proposed toxic
her bi ci de and pestici de use.

2:45:55 PM

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE - 30- March 10, 2015



STEPHANI E JURRIES urged nenbers to support HB 53 in order to
reinstate the public conmment period for proposed spraying of

herbi ci des along state roadways. She highlighted her belief
that an epidemic of cancer in the US has been caused by
wi despread system c use of governnent-approved chemni cals. The

state needs a fundanental change in the way Al askans can
interact with their environnent.

MR JURRIES stated that passing HB 53 wll not take away
DOT&PF' s ability to use herbicides, but it will reinstate the
requi rement for public comrent.

M5. JURRIES suggested there may be other solutions to the
veget ati on managenent issues that DOT&PF is attenpting to fix by
usi ng herbi ci des. By opening public comment periods, it would
allow for nore conversation about the issue and possibly provide
solutions other than using herbicide applications along

r oadways. She offered her belief that Al askans need to change
the ways in which they interact with their environnent. She
worried that wthout public coment, the DOT&PF wll sinply

ignore the legitinmate concerns Al askans have about herbicide use
on lands where wld aninmals forage and people subsistence
har vest . She has repeatedly asked DOT&PF to answer valid
guestions about their plans to spray along the roadways on
Prince of Wales Island; however, the DOT&PF has never adequately
answered them She attested to residents having a right to know
about long-term plans for herbicide use on Prince of Wles
| sl and roadways and what a successful application would | ook
Iike. She said that Alaska is the npbst beautiful place on the
pl anet and Al askans deserve to participate in when, how and
where to potentially dunp toxic chemcals on the |and. The
department may be a need to find ways to handle substanti al
public coment, but having so nmany people upset about this
spraying herbicides illustrated it really is a problem that
needs to be addressed. She urged nenbers to pass HB 53 and
t hanked nenbers for their tine.

2:48:40 PM

MARGO REVEI L, Co-Oamner, Jakolof Bay Oyster Conpany, stated that
she and her husband have an oyster farm in Kachemak Bay.
Al though she also serves as president of the Al aska Shellfish
Growers Associ ation, she is speaking on behalf of herself today
since the board has not reviewed or developed a position on HB
53, although individual nenbers have expressed concerns to her
about pesticide use in Al aska. Decisions about whether to spray
herbi cides should include public coments from potentially
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i mpacted industries, including shellfish growers. The effects
of pesticides on shellfish has been extensively studied and has

been l|inked to increased diseases in shellfish in other
popul ated areas of the world. In addition, pesticides are known
to have a negative inpact on phytoplankton, the food source for
shel | fish. She expressed concern about the active and inert
ingredients, specifically since surfactants can be lethal to
anphi bi ans, fish, and noll usks. Broad general permts may not
take into consideration sensitive or localized systens. A

single pesticide application in the wong spot with the wong
weat her conditions could have a significant inpact on individual
shell fish growers in downstream areas. She suggested that an
open permtting process could give shellfish growers the
opportunity to bring their concerns to any spraying authority
and it would also provide information on potential harnful
inmpacts that may not have been considered in |ocal areas.
Al aska's bays have a reputation for clean, pristine water and
her industry is 100 percent reliant on clean water. Shel | fish
growers market clean water extensively when selling their
products, but it is not just a marketing tool because shellfish
are very sensitive creatures and subtle changes in the chemstry
of runoff, especially during a rain event, can significantly
harm them She urged nenbers to support HB 53 and thanked
menbers for their tinme and attention.

2:50:59 PM

CO CHAIR FOSTER, after first determining no one wshed to
testify, closed public testinony on HB 53.

[HB 53 was hel d over].

2:51:40 PM

ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Transportation Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 2:52
p. m
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