ALASKA STATE LEGQ SLATURE
HOUSE STATE AFFAI RS STANDI NG COVM TTEE
March 22, 2016
8:18 a. m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Bob Lynn, Chair
Representative Wes Keller, Vice Chair
Representative Loui se Stutes
Representative David Tal erico
Representative Liz Vazquez
Represent ati ve Jonat han Krei ss- Tonki ns
Representative |vy Spohnhol z

VEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE Bl LL NO. 299
“"An Act excluding certain persons from participating in the
Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System of Al aska.”

- MOVED HB 299 OQUT OF COW TTEE
HOUSE Bl LL NO. 275
"An Act establishing the second Monday of October of each year
as | ndi genous Peoples Day."
- MOVED CSHB 275 (STA) OUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: HB 299
SHORT TI TLE. PERS PARTI Cl PATI O\  CONTRACTORS
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) W LSON

02/ 05/ 16 (H READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 05/ 16 (H STA, L&C
03/ 22/ 16 (H STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 106

BILL: HB 275
SHORT TITLE: | NDI GENOUS PECPLES DAY
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) DRUMMOND

HOUSE STA COW TTEE -1- March 22, 2016



01/ 25/ 16 (H READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 25/ 16 (H STA

02/ 09/ 16 (H) STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 09/ 16 (H - - MEETI NG CANCELED - -

03/ 22/ 16 (H) STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE TAMMWY W LSON

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 299, as prinme sponsor.

M TCH FLYNN, Fire Chief

St eese Vol unteer Fire Departnment (SVFD)

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 299.

KATH E WASSERVAN, Executive Director

Al aska Muni ci pal League (AM.)

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 299.

DAN WAYNE, Attorney

Legi sl ati ve Legal Counsel

Legi sl ative Legal and Research Services
Legislative Affairs Agency (LAA)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answer ed questions on HB 299.

REPRESENTATI VE HARRI ET DRUMMOND

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 275, as prime sponsor.

ELI ZABETH MEDI CI NE CROW Presi dent/ CEO

First Al askans Institute

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 275.

CONNI E MUNRO

Al aska Native Sisterhood (ANS) Canp 2

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 275.

KATHERI NE HOPE
Al aska Native Sisterhood (ANS) Canp 2

HOUSE STA COW TTEE - 2- March 22, 2016



Juneau, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 275.

JUNE DEGNAN, Chair

Haven House

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 275.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

8:18: 25 AM

CHAIR BOB LYNN called the House State Affairs Standing Commttee
meeting to order at 8:18 a.m Representatives Talerico, Stutes,
Kel | er, Vazquez, Spohnholz, and Lynn were present at the call to
order. Representative Kreiss-Tonkins arrived as the neeting was
i n progress.

HB 299- PERS PARTI Cl PATI ON:  CONTRACTORS

8:19:22 AM

CHAI R LYNN announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 299, "An Act excluding certain persons from
participating in the Public Enployees' Retirenent System of
Al aska."

8:19:44 AM
REPRESENTATI VE TAMW W LSON, Al aska State Legislature, as prine
sponsor of HB 299, read the followng sponsor statenent

[original punctuation provided]:

HB 299, is being brought forward on behalf of the

501(C) 3, nonpr ofi t corporation vol unt eer fire
departnents within the Fairbanks North Star Borough,
operating as “independent <contractors”. They are

currently under contract with the borough to provide
energency response services. Each nonprofit fire
department has both full time paid enployees and
trained volunteers as energency responders. Each of
these organizations provides benefit plans for al

nmenbers. Dolan vs King County was a |lawsuit between
the County and independent non-profit organizations
whi ch provided indigent |egal services to the county.
Over a period of thirty years, King County asserted
i ncreasi ng budgetary and day to day authority over the
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formerly independent non-profit organizations. I n
doing so, it asserted nore control over the groups
t hat provided the services. Enmpl oyees of t he
organi zations sued the County for the state enployee
benefits. They argued that the County’'s funding and
control over their “i ndependent” or gani zati ons
essentially nmade them state enpl oyees for the purposes
of participating in the Public Enployees Retirenent

System (PERS) and under pertinent statutes and comon
law principles, the Supreme Court agreed that

enpl oyees of the organi zations were “enployees” under

state law, and, as such, were entitled to be enrolled
in the PERS. HB 299 would clearly define who is
eligible for the Public Enployees’ Retirenent System
of Alaska and give added protection to municipalities
agai nst such liability. In times of such fiscal strife
this legislation would encourage the exploration and
utilization of cost effective neasures for services
and pronote independent organizations and business.

This bill enphasizes the need, however, to maintain
the proprieties of the independent relationship when
contracting for the provision of essential public
servi ce.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON noted during her reading of the sponsor
statenent that the benefit plans provided by the fire
departnments of the Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) to their
menbers include both health and retirenent benefits.

8:22:11 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON directed the conmttee nenbers' attention
to the letter from Kathie Wasserman, Executive Director, Al aska
Muni ci pal League (AM.), and Attachnent C of the Al aska Mini ci pal
League's Resolution #2016-08, both in the commttee packet.
She explained that within FNSB are fire service areas with ml
rates to cover the services. She offered that the ml rates
vary from area to area, and sone areas have no fire protection
service because they are unwilling to pay the extra cost.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON purported that HB 299 would give the
residents a choice of the level of fire protection service for
which they are willing to pay as opposed to the nmunicipality
making that determi nation through the budgetary process. She
read Attachnment C, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :
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l.c. The risk of significant costs iif governnent
contractors were treated as enployees qualified for
inclusion in PERS or TRS.

3. a. Muni ci palities, particularly smal | er
muni ci palities in Al aska, often contract for
gover nment services; and

3.b. A nunicipality contracting for governnenta
services may, in order to ensure that public services
are provided in a manner acceptable to the conmmunity,
exercise nore control over the contractor than what is
normally seen in a purely contractual basis;

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON added that the nmin service areas in
Fai rbanks are the fire service areas and the road service areas.
She alleged that FNSB has made it clear that it would like to
take over the fire service areas and conbine them into one

service area. Ms. WI1son expressed her belief that fire
protection services would not be better with this change but
woul d just cost nore. She voiced her support of smaller fire

service areas wth local control; however, she conceded that the
buil dings and equiprment are owned by FNSB, not by the fire
service areas. She stated her preference that FNSB give the
bui | di ngs and equi prent to the fire service areas.

8: 25: 29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON continued reading Attachment C of the
Al aska Munici pal League's Resolution #2016-08, under nunber 3,
whi ch read as follows [original punctuation provided]:

c. The Suprene Court of the State of Wshington rul ed
in 2012 that enployees of several private non-profit
public defender agencies that provided services to
King County by contract, were enployees of the King
County for purposes of the Washington PERS, resulting
ina $31 million PERS liability for King County; and

d. The Washington State Legislature subsequently
nodi fied the Washington State PERS statute to clarify
that a governnental contractor is not an enployer for
purposes of the Washington State Retirenment System
and that enployees of governmental contractors are not
eligible for state retirenent system nmenbership.

e. The Washington legislation also clarifies that the
det erm nation of whet her an enpl oyee/ enpl oyer
rel ati onship exists under the Washington State PERS is
limted solely to the relationship between the
government contractor enployee and the retirenent
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system enployer, and not the relationship between a
government contractor and retirenent system enpl oyer.

f. The unexpected and unplanned addition of enployees
entitled to potentially years of retroactive service
credit in a governnmental retirement plan |ike PERS,
may adversely inpact not only the particular enployer,
but all the participants in the system

g. The intent in establishing Al aska's PERS was not to
provide a retirenent system to enpl oyees of governnent
contractors.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON enphasi zed that the proposed |egislation
would not elimnate anyone from PERS, as the FNSB fire
departnent enployees and volunteers receive benefits under the
fire departnment's benefit plan.

8.27.58 AM

The conmttee took a brief at-ease at 8:28 a.m

8:28:12 AM

MTCH FLYNN, Fire Chief, Steese Volunteer Fire Departnent
(SVFD), stated that the Steese Volunteer Fire Departnent (SVFD)

is a 501(c)(3) organization that contracts independently wth
FNSB to provide fire services and energency nedical services

(EMS) to a pre-defined service area. He said that in recent
years FNSB has notified SVFD concerning problenms wth the
contract that could pose a financial liability to the fire and

EMS service area's tax-paying residents. He said FNSB has nade
changes to the contract to reduce the liability threat; however,
SVFD is concerned that there still exists a liability threat
related to the possibility of current or past enployees suing
for PERS benefits because of the way the <contracts were
adm ni st er ed.

MR. FLYNN stated his belief that HB 299 would elimnate the
threat to PERS and prevent enployees currently not in PERS from
recei ving PERS benefits. He asserted that it is not the intent
of the bill to interfere with the contracts or renobve enpl oyees
currently eligible to receive benefits from PERS. He cited
exanples of fire departnments providing contractual services to
FNSB and rightfully being in the PERS system and he stated that
they should remain so. He nmaintained that SVFD has its own
retirement system and was never expected to participate in the
state PERS system He reiterated his support for protecting
PERS for those legally entitled to it.
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8:31:34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked M. Flynn how nmany volunteers he
supervi ses.

VR. FLYNN responded that he supervises approximtely 28
vol unteers and 10 paid enpl oyees.

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked if the ten enployees are eligible
for PERS

MR. FLYNN answered that SVFD has its own retirement system and
is not in PERS. He said the benefits consisted of an | RA 401(k)
plan, full nedical benefits, accidental death and disnenbernent
benefits, cat astrophic i nci dence benefits, and Wor ker s

Conpensati on | nsurance.

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked for confirmation that M. Flynn's
interest in the proposed legislation is to ensure that
i ndependent contractors woul d not be included i n PERS

MR. FLYNN responded that his testinony is that his current and
past enployees are not a legal threat to PERS as they have their
own benefit plan.

8:33: 39 AM

REPRESENTATI VE TALERICO asked if the SVFD contract with FNSB
addresses the use of FNSB facilities.

MR.  FLYNN confirmed that FNSB owns the equipnment and the
buil ding, and the contract allows SVFD the use of them O her
fire departnents own or rent equipnent and buil dings according
to how contracts were set up 30 years ago.

8:34:51 AM

REPRESENTATI VE STUTES asked the sponsor if there is any
opposition to HB 299.

REPRESENTATIVE WLSON responded that the University Fire
Department (UFD) expressed concern, but she added that for UFD,
the fire services contract is between the university and FNSB;
therefore, the enployees would remain in PERS.

8: 35: 56 AM
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KATH E WASSERMAN, Executive Director, Alaska Minicipal League
(AML), stated that PERS has been AM.'s nost inportant issue
recently and cited Senate Bill 125 and House Bill 385 as
exanples of legislation increasing liability for nunicipalities.
She said that due to concern about changes to PERS and taking on
nore debt, AM. supports HB 299.

8:37:23 AM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked in what way PERS has becone one of
the major issues for AM.

VS. WASSERVAN answered that muni ci palities are incurring
i ncreasi ng anounts of debt due to PERS liability and the snaller
conmunities cannot afford it. She al so nentioned that she has
heard runors that the municipality percentage of the PERS
liability, currently at 22 percent, may be increased.

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked why AM. specifically supports HB
299.

M5. WASSERVMAN responded that municipalities cannot afford a
court decision like the Dolan v. King County decision against
King County, which added another group of people - the
i ndependent contractor - to the retirenent benefit pool.

8:39:46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE TALERI CO asked if M. Wsserman agreed that the
| arge nunber of contract workers all over Alaska increases
concern for the nunicipalities that these workers coul d suddenly
qualify for benefits.

M5. WASSERMAN answer ed, "Exactly.”

REPRESENTATI VE TALERICO reiterated that the PERS liability is
al ways a big concern for the smaller nunicipalities.

8:42: 03 AM
REPRESENTATI VE KELLER related a story about a constituent
suppl ementing his incone by teaching part tinme, who was required

to have health care insurance through his enployer rather than
stay on his own plan, because of the Affordable Care Act.
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M5. WASSERMAN responded that she was not aware of such a
scenari o.

8:44: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked for clarification of HB 299 as it
related to M. Flynn's testinony.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON of fered her understanding that M. Flynn's
testimony was that SVFD enpl oyees don't need to be in PERS since
t hey have their own benefits. She stated that the intent of the
proposed |l egislation was to be proactive in light of what could
happen as evidenced under Dolan v. King County, [WA. Sup. C.
Docket No. 82842-3 (Washington State Suprene Court, August 18,
2011)].

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked if an independent contractor
wor ki ng for SVFD could decide to be part of the SVFD retirenent
system

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON replied that she thought not.
8:46: 56 AM

DAN WAYNE, Attorney, Legislative Legal Counsel, Legislative
Legal and Research Services, Legislative Affairs Agency (LAA
responded to the question from Representative Vazquez by
di stingui shing between a private retirenent plan, which cones
under federal jurisdiction, and a public retirement plan, which
coul d be changed by the state.

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked M. Wayne if an independent
contractor working for SVFD could sue to be included in the SVFD
retirenment system

8:48:39 AM

MR. WAYNE responded that a contract enployee would be free to
sue and, just |like Dolan, the court could determ ne whether the
person was an enployee under comon law or was, in fact, a
contractor. The issues considered would be the control of the
enpl oyer over the contractor's activities and the facts of their
rel ati onship.

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked whether a |ocal government, wth
its owmn retirenment system would have the same vulnerability as
PERS under Dol an.
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MR. WAYNE responded that if a local governnent had its own
retirement system instead of PERS, the state could not pass a
law wi thout running the risk that the |aw could be preenpted by
federal |aw.

8:51: 03 AM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked M. Wassernman what retirenent
systens exist within the nunicipalities other than PERS.

M5. WASSERMAN responded that nobst rmunicipal retirenent systens
are under PERS, adding that it is costly to withdraw from the
PERS system She offered that a few nunicipalities did not sign
up with PERS in the beginning, and she stated her belief that
nost of those nunicipalities offer no retirenent system She
mentioned that she has recommended Nationwide and the
| nt er nat i onal City/ County Managenent Associ ati on to
muni ci palities not covered under PERS

8:52:15 AM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked M. Wayne whether, even if HB 299
was passed, a nunicipality that factually <controls al
activities of an independent contractor could still be ordered
by a court to award retirenment benefits because of overreaching
by the |local governnent. She suggested that the proposed
| egi sl ation would not prevail in every situation.

MR. WAYNE responded that HB 299 clarifies what is intended under
PERS but doesn't elimnate the common | aw pri ncipl e. He offered
that an enployer's degree of control over a worker is a critica
factor in settling the question of whether they are an enpl oyee.

8:53: 56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ agreed that HB 299 should not cover
outright enploynent situations. She said that HB 299 clarifies
the issue, but she maintained that nunicipalities should be
aware that if they exert too nuch control over independent
contractors, then this statute would not help them [avoid being
sued for retirenment benefits].

REPRESENTATI VE TALERI CO asked how road service areas are
managed.
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REPRESENTATI VE W LSON responded that there are over 100 road
service areas in FNSB, managed by |ocal volunteer boards, and
road work is done by private contractors.

8:56:45 AM

REPRESENTATIVE WLSON asked M. Wayne if the proposed
| egislation would affect legislative staff under contract wth
t he state.

MR. WAYNE responded that he did not believe so. He paraphrased
AS 24.10.060(f), which read, "An enployee of the Ilegislative
branch of state government who is enployed under a personal
services contract is not entitled to nenbership in the public
enpl oyees' retirement system (SD 39.35) for enploynent under the
contract."

CHAI R LYNN cl osed public testinony on HB 299.
8:58: 14 AM

REPRESENTATI VE STUTES voi ced her support for HB 299 and noted
the inmpact that PERS can have on snall conmmuniti es.

REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ stated that she also supported HB 299
and reiterated Representative Vazquez's concern about the
overreach and over-nandating of government in regard to private
contracts.

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ said that she strongly supports HB 299.
She cautioned that if a local governnment exerts too nuch contro
over independent contractors, it then can becone an enpl oyer.

9:00: 45 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER noved to report HB 299 out of committee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 299 was reported from the
House State Affairs Standing Conmtt ee.

9: 00: 53 AM

The commttee took an at-ease from9:01 a.m to 9:07 a.m

HB 275-1 NDI GENOUS PEOPLES DAY

9:07:15 AM
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CHAI R LYNN announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 275, "An Act establishing the second Mnday of
Cct ober of each year as |ndi genous Peopl es Day."

9:07:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE HARRI ET DRUVMOND, Al aska State Legislature, as
prime sponsor of HB 275, stated that at a tine when Alaska is
facing an unprecedented economc crisis, "let's renmenber those
who have gone before us and who faced far greater chall enges
than we do, and who adapted, and engineered, and created, and

survived. " She said that "indigenous people have ties to the
| andscape that are immeasurable and are reflected in their
spirituality, culture, and life." Representative Drumond said

that Al aska's indigenous people include the Dena'ina and
Kenaitze of Southcentral Alaska, the Chugachnuit, Eyak, and
Alutiiq people of the Al aska Peninsula and Kodiak Island, the
many At habascan tribes of the Interior, the Inupiag of the
Nort hwest Arctic and North Slope, the Yupi k and Chupi k peopl e of
Western Al aska, the Aleut people of the Aleutian chain and the
Pribilofs, and the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsinshian of Southeast
Al aska. She continued as foll ows:

Qur history as Anmericans is one of interactions
bet ween peoples of many cultures: somre of these
i nteractions have been violent; sone interactions have
been borne of nmutual m sunderstanding; and sone have
given birth to the cultural, societal, and civic ties
that we share as Anmericans and as Al askans.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND went on to say that Anmerica was built by
i ndi genous peopl e, expl orers, pi oneers, settlers, and
i mm grants, whose descendants live in the world their ancestors
made. She said the celebration of Colunbus Day recognizes "just
one shared piece of our shared story.” The proposed |egislation
woul d broaden recognition to also include "the indi genous people
of North Anerica and around the world who have weathered great
indignities and dire circunstances and have energed as key
| eaders, role nodels, and partners around the globe and here in
Al aska. "

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND stated that HB 275 would establish
| ndi genous Peoples Day "to remenber, not just our debt to and
respect for Alaska's first people, but to acknow edge our shared
destiny as we confront our challenges today." She nentioned
t hat Governor Wl ker proclained the second Monday in Cctober as
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| ndi genous Peoples Day for 2015, and the proposed |egislation
woul d establ i sh I ndi genous Peoples Day as a yearly tradition.

9:11:15 AM

ELI ZABETH VEDI ClI NE CROW Pr esi dent / CEQ, Fi rst Al askans
Institute, testified in support of HB 275 on behalf of the First
Al askans Institute. She thanked Representative Drummond and her
staff for their work on the proposed |egislation. She stated
her belief that establishing Indigenous Peoples Day would
commenorate the legacy of the indigenous people in Al aska
t hroughout their 10,000-year history. She nmaintained that
Al aska is honme to the |argest population of indigenous people in
the United States; indigenous people make up al nost 20 percent
of the state's population. She suggested that HB 275 woul d have
i nportance nationally, as well as, in Al aska. She reiterated
Representative Drummond's claim that "the indigenous peoples
across the world have played significant roles in shaping the
| andscape and the destiny of their Jland, and in Al aska,
enbraci ng the indigenous peoples and the history and the |egacy
that we have here is an enbracing of not just our past but also
our future.”

9:14: 04 AM

M5. MEDICINE CROW in response to Chair Lynn, stated that the
First Alaskans Institute is a nonprofit organization that
represents Alaska Natives and 1is involved 1in |eadership
devel opnent, policy, and conmunity engagemnent.

9:14: 58 AM

CONNI E MUNRO, Al aska Native Sisterhood (ANS) Canp 2, stated that
she was testifying in support of HB 275 on behalf of the ANS
Canp 2 legislative conmttee. She enphasi zed the inportance of
HB 275 to the Tlingit comunity and the non-Tlingit community as
ANS and Al aska Native Brotherhood (ANB) are open to anyone. She
mai ntai ned the inportance of recognizing Al aska Natives as
partners in life. She lanmented that the second verse of the
Al aska Flag song, recognizing Alaska Natives, was never nade
official by the governor. She enphasized the inportance of
| ndi genous Peoples Day, especially in October when it could be
recogni zed in the schools. She wurged full support from the
House of Representatives and the Senate for HB 275.

9:19:24 AM
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KATHERI NE HOPE, Al aska Native Sisterhood (ANS) Canp 2, stated
that she supports HB 275 and wants her children and
grandchildren to be recognized on |ndigenous Peoples Day and be
proud of who they are. She said that she was taught respect for
all Native clans at Sheldon Jackson Hi gh School. She also said
that she is a lead host for Munt Roberts Tramnay and pronotes
i ndi genous people of Alaska to tourists fromall over the world.

9:21: 35 AM

JUNE DEGNAN, Chair, Haven House, stated that Haven House, in
Juneau, Alaska, is a transitional home for wonen. She opi ned
that it is inportant for people to recognize that Al aska is the
home of Alaska Natives. She went on to say that her father,
Frank A. Degnan, was the co-founder of Alaska Federation of
Natives (AFN) and the first Yupik elected to the territorial
| egi sl ature. She expressed her Dbelief that the indigenous
people are in the background in Al aska. She cited the role of
AFN in securing title to 44 mllion acres of land for 12 Native
corporations and 200 tri bes. She enphasi zed the inportance of
the state recognizing the partnership wth Al aska Natives,
especially in light of the budget deficit. She clainmed that as
a teacher and professor, she was unable to be hired in Al aska
due to racism She urged the state to engage all Al askans as
equal partners and stated her belief that recognizing a day
honoring indigenous peoples will help toward that end. She
cited the high incarceration rates of Alaska Natives - 48
percent of the incarcerated population - to explain her notive
for form ng her own 501(c)(3) to start Haven House.

9:25: 44 AM

M5. DEGNAN, in response to Chair Lynn, reaffirmed that she was
unable to secure a job with the state and stated that she has
Master's degrees both in library information science and public
adm ni strati on.

CHAIR LYNN, after ascertaining no one w shed to testify, closed
public testinony on HB 275.

9:27:08 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER noved to adopt Anendnent 1, which read as
fol |l ows:

Page 1, line 1:
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Del ete "the second Monday of October of each year
as"

Page 1, line 6:
Del ete "second Monday"
I nsert "18th day"

Page 1, line 6, follow ng "year":
Insert ", also known as Al aska Day"

CHAI R LYNN obj ected for purpose of discussion.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER expressed his recognition of the pain and
frustration of indigenous people. He conceded that Al aska
Natives have had a trenendous influence on shapi ng Al aska. He
noted his positive interactions wth Alaska Natives during the
sumers he spent in communities in the North Sl ope Borough. He
nmenti oned specific Al aska Native individuals who shaped Al aska
including VWalter Sobeloff and Sanuel Simmonds. Representative
Kell er explained that the proposed anendnent would change the
title of HB 275 and the day of recognition for |ndigenous
Peoples Day to the 18th day of October, which is also known as
Al aska Day.

9:33: 20 AM

REPRESENTATI VE STUTES stated her support for the date change and
expressed her Dbelief that HB 275 would give significant
recognition to Native people and their contributions. She
related the experiences of her grandparents as teachers in
Native communities in Alaska in the '20s.

9:35: 26 AM

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS- TOWKI NS asked if the sponsor of HB 275 had
t hought s on Amendnent 1.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND of fered her support for the date change
in the proposed anendnent.

CHAI R LYNN renoved his objection to Anendnent 1. There being no
further objection, Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLER noved to report HB 275, as anended, out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB 275(STA) was
reported out of the House State Affairs Standing Conmttee.
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9:37:35 AM
ADJ OURNMENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

State Affairs Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 9:37
a.m
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