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Nat ural Resources Section

Cvil Division (Anchorage)

Depart ment of Law (DQL)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provi ded remarks regarding Anendnent 1 and
answer ed questi ons.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
5:00:16 PM

CHAIR CRAIG JOHNSON called the House Rules Standing Conmittee
meeting to order at 5:00 p.m Representatives Chenault, Hawker
Rei nbol d, Tuck, and Johnson were present at the call to order.
Representative Kreiss-Tonkins arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess.

HCR 3- ENDORSI NG ANVR LEASI NG

5:00: 26 PM

CHAI R JOHNSON announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 3, Urging the governor and the

attorney general to pursue all legal and |egislative options to
open the coastal plain of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge
and areas of the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas to oil and gas

expl oration, devel opnent, and production.

5:00: 33 PM

TOM VRl GHT, Staff, Representative Chenault, Al aska State
Legi slature, explained that HCR 3 is being offered because the
governor and the attorney general nust act generally in response
to the Cbama Administration's attenpt to stifle traditional oi
and gas developnment in Al aska. The aforenentioned, he
enphasi zed, would <cripple future energy developnent in the
state. This resolution is in specific response to actions taken
by the president and the admi nistration on January 25th and 27th
of this year.

5:01: 43 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CHENAULT noved to adopt Anendnent 1, | abeled 29-
LS0452\W 1, Nauman, 2/6/15, which read:
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Page 3, lines 2 - 3:

Delete "reserved the right to permt further oil
and gas expl oration, devel opment, and production”
I nsert "authorized non-drilling exploratory activity"

CHAI R JOHNSON obj ected for di scussion purposes.
5:02: 09 PM

M CHAEL SCHECHTER, Assistant Attorney General, Natural Resources
Section, Cvil Division (Anchorage), Departnment of Law (DCQL),
related that Anmendnent 1 was requested in order to maintain a
uni fied understanding of how the state views both the Al aska
National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) and the
current Arctic National WIldlife Refuge (ANWR) issues. The goal
is also to ensure that the argunents made in the ANWR Section
1002 area lawsuit seeking that the US. Fish and WIldlife
Service be required to review the state's exploration plan for
non-drilling exploratory activity in the ANMVR Section 1002 area
aren't under m ned.

5:03:22 PM

CHAIR JOHNSON wi thdrew his objection. There being no further
obj ection, Anendnent 1 was adopt ed.

5:03: 45 PM

CHAI R JOHNSON, upon determning no one wuld like to testify,
cl osed public testinony.

5:04: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK directed attention to page 5, line 9, of HCR
3 and asked if "unlawfully bl ocking"” is appropriate |anguage.

MR. SCHECHTER answered that he doesn't have an issue with the
exi sting |anguage in HCR 3. If the federal admnistration is
doing things contrary to federal |aw or an agreenent between the
state and federal government, those things would be unlawf ul

The last resolve is, as a whole, directing the attorney genera
and the governor to take appropriate action for things that are
unlawful . Al though there may be issues that are arising now, he
said he didn't want to be too specific because the Record of
Deci sion on the ANWR Conprehensive Conservation Plan hasn't yet
been adopted. He pointed out that some issues my be of
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political and legislative determ nation between the state and
federal government as opposed to litigation and trying to stop
unl awful actions. M. Schechter said that the governor and the
attorneys general would be used to stop unlawful actions.

5:06: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK renarked that it's unknown whether it's
unl awful or not, and thus he suggested the need for a change in
case it ends up being | awful.

5:06: 47 PM
REPRESENTATI VE TUCK noved to adopt Anmendnent 2, as foll ows:

Page 5, line 9, follow ng "unlawfully";
Insert "and unfairly"

CHAIR JOHNSON opined that fairness is in the eye of the
behol der, and therefore he said he wasn't certain of that
| anguage.

MR. SCHECHTER offered that the first resolve addresses what is
or is not fair. The first resolve gets to the notion that the
governor and the |legislature should work wth the state's
congressional delegation regarding a legislation solution for

t hose things being sought to be acconplished. | f an anmendnment
is truly desired, he suggested inserting "or unfairly" on page
5 line 9, following "unfairly". Wth the aforenentioned

| anguage, the vagueness of the term "unfairly" doesn't take away
fromthe "unlawful | y" charge.

5:08: 31 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK wi t hdrew Anendnent 2.

5:08: 38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK noved to adopt Anendnent 3, as foll ows:
Page 5, line 9, follow ng "unlawful | y";

Insert "or unfairly"

CHAI R JOHNSON obj ect ed.
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CHAIR JOHNSON, wupon determning there was no discussion
wi t hdrew his objection to Arendnent 3.

5:09:12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAVWKER objected to Amendnent 3. Representati ve
Hawker pointed out that even with the conjunction change from

"and" to "or", one can't be sure whether the |anguage wll be
interpreted as inclusive or exclusive. Furt hernore, he inquired
as to how one would prove a standard of “unfairly."” He

hi ghli ghted that the [resolution] attenpts to maintain
specificity and consistency with the | anguage that has been used
in previous legislative pursuits. Representative Hawker said he
didn't harbor any disrespect for trying to tenper the
resolution, but he didn't want to get in the way of attorneys.
Represent ati ve Hawker mai ntained his objection.

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK clarified that he isn't trying to tenper the
tone of the resolution but rather maintain sone strength to the
resolution in case it's deenmed |awful. Representati ve Tuck
mai ntai ned his notion to adopt Amendnent 3.

5:11: 34 PM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD i nquired as to what Amendment 3 woul d do
and whet her M. Schechter would reconmend its adoption or not.

5:11: 43 PM

MR. SCHECHTER reiterated that Representative Tuck's concerns are
addressed in the first resolve. |f something is determined to
be unlawful, it my not be the greatest direction to the

governor and the attorney general to pursue that fully.

5:12: 33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TUCK wi t hdrew Anendnent 3.

5:13: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CHENAULT noved to report HCR 3, as anended, out
of committee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanyi ng zero fiscal note. There being no objection, CSHCR

3(RLS) was reported fromthe House Rules Standing Commttee.

5:13:25 PM
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ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Rul es Standing Conmttee nmeeting was adjourned at 5:13 p.m
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