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Represent ati ve Andy Josephson
Representative Geran Tarr

Representative M ke Chenault (alternate)
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Representative M ke Hawker, Vice Chair
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COWM TTEE CALENDAR
CONFI RVATI ON( S) :

Bi g Gane Conmercial Services Board

Ni chol as Jackson - Cul kana

Board of Gane

@uy Trinmm ngham - Hope
Nat han Turner - Fairbanks

- CONFI RVATI ON(S) ADVANCED
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REGQ STER
NI CHOLAS JACKSQN, Appoi nt ee
Bi g Gane Commerci al Services Board
@l kana, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Big Gane
Commerci al Servi ces Board.
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Dl CK ROHRER

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of N cholas Jackson'
appointment to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board.

SAM RCHRER, Presi dent

Al aska Professional Hunters Associ ati on (APHA)

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of N cholas Jackson'
appointment to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board.

KAREN LI NNEL, Executive Director

Copper River-Ahtna Intertribal Resource Conservation District

d ennal | en, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of N cholas Jackson'
appointnent to the Big Gane Commerci al Services Board.

M CHELLE ANDERSOQN, President

Aht na, | ncor porated

d ennal | en, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of N cholas Jackson'
appointnment to the Big Gane Conmmercial Services Board.

JOE KLUTSCH

Ki ng Sal non, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of N cholas Jackson'
appointnent to the Big Gane Commerci al Services Board.

KELLY VREM

Sutton, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of N cholas Jackson'
appointment to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board.

AARON BLOOMQUI ST

Tok, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of N cholas Jackson'
appointment to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board.

ROBERT FI THI AN

Lower Tonsina, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of N cholas Jackson'
appointnment to the Big Gane Conmmercial Services Board.

GUY TRI MM NGHAM Appoi nt ee
Board of Gane (BOG
Hope, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the BOG

ROD ARNO, Executive Director

Al aska Qutdoor Council (ACC)

Pal mer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Guy Trinmm nghamto the Board of Gane (BOG).

NATHAN TURNER, Appoi nt ee

Board of Gane (BOG

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the BOG

Dl CK RCHRER

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

SAM ROHRER, Presi dent

Al aska Professional Hunters Associ ation (APHA)

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntnment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

JASON BUNCH

Kodi ak, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

THOVAS KEEFE LAMAL

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to Nathan Turner's
re-appoi ntment to the Board of Game (BOG).

VI R L UVPHENOUR, Chai rnan

Fish and Gane Advisory Committee

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

M CHELLE ANDERSON, President

Aht na, | ncorporated

G ennal | en, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

KAREN LI NNEL, Executive Director
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Ahtna Inter Tribal Resource Conm ssion (Al TRC

G ennal | en, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntnment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

JOE KLUTSCH

Ki ng Sal non, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

ROD ARNO, Executive Director

Al aska Qutdoor Council (AQCC)

Pal mer, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the re-
appoi ntment of Nathan Turner to the Board of Gane (BOG.

LYLE BECKER

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

ROBERT FI THI AN

Lower Tonsina, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Game (BOG).

KELLY VREM Regi stered CGuide

Sutton, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Game (BOG).

Rl CHARD PERSOQN, Chair

South Central Chapter

Al aska Trappers Associ ation

Chugi ak, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntnment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

ROB STONE, Attorney

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to Nathan Turner's
re-appoi ntnment to the Board of Gane (BOG .

M KE MCCRARY

Chugi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to Nathan Turner's
re-appoi ntnment to the Board of Game (BOG).
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AARON BLOOMQUI ST

Tok, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntment to the Board of Game (BOG).

Bl RCH YUKNI S

Mat anuska- Susi tna Advi sory Conmittee

Wasi |l a, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to Nathan Turner's
re-appoi ntnment to the Board of Game (BOG).

MARK RI CHARDS, Executive Director

Resi dent Hunters of Al aska ( RHAK)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to Nathan Turner's
re-appoi ntnment to the Board of Gane (BOG .

MARY SATTLER, Lobbyi st

Al aska Regi onal Coalition

Bet hel , Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntnment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

BENJAM N MALLOTT, Vice President

Al aska Federation of Natives (AFN)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntnment to the Board of Gane (BOG) .

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
1: 20: 34 PM

COCHAIR DAVID TALERICO called the House Resources Standing
Committee neeting to order at 1:20 p.m Representatives Seaton,
Josephson, Tarr, O son, Nageak, and Talerico were present at the
call to order. Representatives Johnson and Chenault (alternate)
arrived as the nmeeting was in progress.

CONFI RVATI ON( S) :
Bi g Gane Commerci al Services Board
Board of Gane

CO CHAIR TALERI CO announced that the only order of business
would be the confirmation hearing for N cholas Jackson,
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appointee to the Big Gane Conmercial Services Board, and Nathan
Turner and Guy Trinmm ngham appointees to the Board of Gane
(BOG) . He said the first appointnment consideration would be
Ni chol as Jackson to the Big Ganme Conmercial Services Board.

1: 22: 26 PM

NI CHOLAS JACKSON, Appointee, Big Ganme Commercial Services Board,
stated he was born and raised in Copper Center and now resides
in @il kana where he has raised four children. Al aska has
remai ned his constant honme, other than his stint Qutside in the
mlitary; 1958-64, he reported and reviewed his work history,
whi ch includes 10 years with the Al aska Departnment of Fish and
Gane (ADF&G) and 25 years with Ahtna, Incorporated, as a finance
and construction rmanager. O her notable services, he said,
include State Chairman of RurAL CAP [Rural Alaska Comrunity
Action Program 1Inc.]; nenber of the Advisory Board for ADF&G
and two terns as President of Ahtna, Inc. Board of Directors.

CO CHAI R TALERI CO thanked M. Jackson for his interest to serve
on the board, and expressed the commttee's appreciation for his
mlitary service.

1: 24: 41 PM

CO CHAI R NAGEAK stated he has known M. Jackson for a long tine,
as well as served with on the Board of Gane (BOG) .

1:25: 21 PM

CO- CHAIR TALERI CO opened public testinony on M. Jackson's
appointment to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board.

1:25:55 PM

DI CK ROHRER, stated support for the confirmation of M. Jackson
to the Big Game Conmercial Services Board, and said, although he
is not personally acquainted with the candidate, he trusts the
opinion and reconmmend that he has heard from outgoing board
menber Brenda Rebne.

1: 27: 12 PM
SAM ROHRER, President, Alaska Professional Hunters Association
(APHA), stated official support for the confirmation of M.

Jackson to the Big Game Commercial Services Board, and said the
candidate will bring a wealth of experience and know edge to the

HOUSE RES COW TTEE - 6- April 6, 2016



boar d. He referred to M. Jackson's resune to underscore the
candidate's qualifications. Further, the candidate is highly
respected and recommended by the outgoing board nenber, Brenda
Rebne, he sai d.

1: 28: 38 PM

KAREN LI NNEL, Executive Director, Copper River-Ahtna Intertriba
Resource Conservation District, stated official support for the
confirmation of M. Jackson to the Big Gane Commercial Services
Board, and explained the scope of her organization, which
i ncludes eight tribes associated with the Copper River watershed

area, as well as tw Alaska Native Cainms Settlenent Act
cor por ati ons. The purpose of the organization is to support
traditional stewardship of the land and includes habitat
i nprovenent projects. She said she and M. Jackson have been
acquainted for a long tinme and have served together on various
boards, where she found himto be fair, objective, and willing
to dedicate time to thoroughly research the issues. She urged

the coonmttee to confirmthe appointee.
1:30: 16 PM

M CHELLE  ANDERSON, Pr esi dent, Aht na, | ncor por at ed, stat ed
official support for the confirmation of Nicholas Jackson to the
Big Gane Commercial Services Board, and echoed the sentinments of
the previous speakers regarding his qualifications. Hi s
executive |and managenent experience brings an additional depth
of understanding, she said, and pointed out that he is also
adept at conprehending financial statenments and situations, as

well as being skilled at networking. All of these capacities
will be of great benefit to the board, she opined.
1:32:29 PM

JOE KLUTSCH stated support for the confirmation of Nicholas
Jackson to the Big Ganme Commercial Services Board, and said the
appoi ntees' credentials contain what 1is needed, especially
hi storical knowl edge and abilities that will be applicable to
t he board' s worKki ng.

1:33:52 PM
KELLY VREM stated support for the confirmation of N cholas
Jackson to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board and said he

couldn't be nore pleased to reconmend the appointee. M.
Jackson's reputation is well known and well regarded, he said.
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1: 35: 11 PM

AARON BLOOMQUI ST stated support for the confirmati on of Nicholas
Jackson to the Big Gane Commercial Services Board and said he is
famliar wth the appointees reputation and acconplishments from
his tenure with Ahtna, |ncorporated. He credited M. Jackson's
| eadership as the reason that the Ahtna Board has becone a
forward thinking corporation in the areas of access, use, and
conservati on.

1: 36: 20 PM
ROBERT FI THI AN, stated support for the confirmation of Nicholas

Jackson to the Big Game Commercial Services Board citing a 20
year acquaintance wth the candidate relating back to the

initial days of the board. He echoed the sentinents of the
previ ous speakers, regarding the contributions and experience
that M. Jackson wll contribute, and urged the conmttee to

support the confirmation.
1: 37: 29 PM

CO- CHAIR TALERI CO cl osed public testinobny on the appointnent of
M. Jackson to the Big Ganme Commerci al Services Board.

1: 38: 28 PM

CO CHAIR TALERICO said the commttee would next consider the
appoi ntments of Guy Trinmm ngham and Nathan Turner to the Board
of Gane.

1: 38: 48 PM

GQJY TRI MM NGHAM  Appoi ntee, Board of Gane (BOG, introduced
hinmself as a lifelong resident of Hope, and a 40 year Prudhoe
Bay worker currently enployed by British Petrol eum Hol di ng no
affiliations, he said he believes he will be able to equally
serve consunptive and non-consunptive users. He descri bed
hinmself as a famly man, now with grandchildren, and a |ong
time, licensed, naster guide. Qui ding expeditions have taken
hi m t hrough the majority of the nountain ranges of the state, he
sai d, and added that he | ooks forward to serving on the BOG

1: 40: 20 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE TARR questioned the candidate's opening conmrent
stating his interest to represent the views of both consunptive
and non-consunptive users. She said, "That's been one of the
points of contention as far as the nenbership goes.” Dr awi ng
from his experience as a guide, she asked how he envisions the
bal ance wor ki ng out.

MR TRIMM NGHAM cited the inportance of tourism dollars to
Al aska and the unique aircraft orientation that exists. Havi ng
ganme resources is critical to maintain good tourism and it is
as inportant to be able to have roadside view ng as nuch as fly-
in or pack-in opportunities; nmany of which now focus on eco-
tourism versus the hunting industry. He said this is an avenue
that definitely needs to be fostered.

1:42:54 PM

CO CHAI R TALERI CO opened public testinmony on M. Trinm ngham s
appoi ntnment to the Board of Gane.

1:43: 52 PM

ROD ARNO, Executive Director, Alaska Qutdoor Council (AQC),
stated official opposition to the appointnent of Guy Trimm ngham
to the Board of Gane (BOG), opined that the BOG should be seated
by nenbers who have risen through the advisory conmittee
process, and already have a history of bringing issues before
t he board. The candidate stated in his confirmation hearing
before the Senate Resources Conmttee, that he has never
attended a BOG neeti ng. Additionally, the ACC finds the board
to be over weighted by the seating of commercial users.

1:46: 22 PM

COCHAIR TALERICO, noting no further wtnesses to testify,
cl osed public testinony on the appointnent of M. Trinm nghamto
t he BOG

1:46: 40 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR questioned the accuracy of the "no" response
on the application section regarding conflict of interest, which
asked whether the applicant is willing to provide full financia
di scl osure information data under AS 39.50. 010.

1: 47: 07 PM
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MR. TRI MM NGHAM r esponded that the "no' indication represents an
error he nade while conpleting the form He assured the
commttee that he is wlling to conply with the statutory
request.

1: 47:50 PM

NATHAN TURNER, Appointee, Board of Gane (BOG, provided a brief
bi ography, directing attention to the commttee packet he
summarize from the prepared statenent provided, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

| was born and raised on a dairy farm in upstate New
Yor k. From an early age | learned the values and
benefits of Iliving a life close to the l|and, and
especially the risk, hard work, and rewards that
result from being dependent on the natural resources
for your Iivelihood. | am grateful for those early
years on the farm and the inportant |essons that this
type of life had to offer.

In 1989, at age 17, ny father and | headed for Al aska
with two pick-ups loaded with the essentials, the
result of his lifelong dream of trapping in the Far
North, and also a tinely advertisenent in Fur-Fish-and
Ganme mmgazine; Trapline For Sale in Al aska. It took
us 6 days to reach Al aska, and 10 additional days were
spent on the road system in the Interior, preparing
for our first winter on the Kantishna River. The
trapline we purchased had been unused for the previous
12 years, but had been started in 1926, and few but
the old tiners in the country even knew where it was
at that time since the rivers of the Interior had
| argely grown quiet by then. W were dropped off by a
| ocal bush pilot from Nenana in md-Septenber, and for
the next ten nonths we learned a |ot about Al aska.
The winter of 1989 and 1990 was record breaking for
the deep cold spells and snowfall - every winter has
been an easy one since!

The next year one of ny brothers joined us, we began
in earnest to build our traplines in sonething that we
hoped could support our famly for the years to cone.
W started with the idea to treat trapping as though
it were a business, working 6 days a week, wth our
cut-off period for trapping being 40 bel ow. Thr ee
years later we started an additional trapline 85 mles
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to the west in the Nowitna country and during the next
23 years we have cleared over two hundred mles of
trapline trails for our dog teans and sno-gos,
operated subsistence and test fishwheels (for both
Fish and Gane and the National Park Service), annually
grew large gardens for our wnter needs, built |og
homes and cabins for hire in the bush, and seasonally
gui ded big ganme hunters.

Wen we first arrived in the country, we were often
told that the days of life on the trapline were gone;
that this way of Ilife wasn't possible anynore in
Al aska. Thankfully, we found that those opinions were
wr ong. The country hadn't changed and the econonics
of the life hadn't changed so much as the spirit of
the people seened to have. We found that optimsm
faith that our efforts would pay off in the end, hard
work, and room to grown has enabled us to live a rich

and rewarding life directly from the resources the
country provides. Al aska has been generous to us, and
the "old ways" are still there waiting for the next

generation to arrive and take up the |ife again.

In 1996 | started working as an assistant hunting
guide in the Now tna drainages for the neighboring
trapper who had a small guiding operation. W wor ked
together for 6 years, guiding hunters in our adjoining

trapping areas, before | started contracting clients
on nmy own in 2002. Since then, | have been fortunate
to share this guiding opportunity with other neighbors
in nmy part of the Interior - nearly all of us

currently live and trap close to the areas we hunt in.
W have been able to neet our annual subsistence

needs, while being paid to do so, nuch like the
trapline. The harvested neat is shared anong our
famlies, and with |ess successful neighbors in the
regi on. These packing and guiding jobs are the only
means of enploynent for nost of us, other than
t rappi ng.

For 15 seasons | also worked as an assi stant guide for
[ hunting] Dall sheep in the Northern Brooks Range, and
for Browmn Bear out of Cold Bay on the Al aska
Peni nsul a. In spite of having ny own qguiding
busi ness, | continued to work as an assistant guide on
these hunts for many years since it allowed for nme to
annually visit these renote parts of the State, which
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have beconme very inportant to me, and also to sinply
be 'a guide' and share in the daily adventure with the
hunters as the experience unfolds. Since this tine, |
no | onger work as an assistant guide, but do continue
to provide hunts for coastal Brown bear on the Al aska
Peni nsula, Mwose and grizzly in the northern and
western interior, and intend to continue guiding in
the Arctic if future opportunity all ows.

1:54: 11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON asked for elaboration on use of the
term"[grown] quiet."

MR. TURNER expl ai ned that not many people are choosing to pursue
the renote, subsistence, trapper lifestyle, leaving the area
quiet to a once dom nant and prolific way of life.

1:55: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON directed attention to M. Turner's
application and his statenent reading, "[I] am the only
Regi stered or Master hunting guide to serve on this board since
March 2006." A perception exists that the board is conprised of
an abundance of comercial guides, he noted, and asked for
clarification regar di ng t he del i neation bet ween gui de
cl assifications.

MR. TURNER answered that a registered hunting guide has the
ability to market and contract for hunting opportunities, and
assunes the ultimte responsibility for the participants and any
enpl oyees throughout the hunt. The assistant guide provides
aide to the registered guide, wthout the same responsibility
| evel ; however, the success of the hunt may reside primarily
with the assistant carrying out the ground work. The assistant
guide has a gun and a backpack, leading the clients, and the
regi stered guide ensures the legality and safety of the hunt, he
sunmari zed.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON related that he has received an enmi
from soneone criticizing M. Turner's ethics as being too
extrenme, and asked for clarification.

1:57:49 PM

MR. TURNER replied that he is not famliar with the comment or
what it may refer to specifically. He said he would take it as
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a conmplinent not a conplaint, and pointed out that his
livelihood is directly dependent on his ability to harvest
wildlife. This dependency nmakes him unique anong the BOG
nmenbers. His years of involvenent as a professional trapper and
gui de, have only heightened the strong sense of ethics that he
was raised wth, he said, and stressed the inportance for
professionals to maintain the highest standards of performance,
as well as to hold the law in high regard. A sense of ethics is
sonmet hing for which he holds strong convictions, he underscored
that ethical professionalismextends to sustaining these highest
standards as they relate to fair chase, respect for the aninmals,
and full utilization and care of the neat.

1:59: 15 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR shared that a nunber of the opposing
responses have held a common thenme of concern that his board
positions reflect the comrercial interests of the guide industry
over resident interests. Specifically nmentioned is Proposition
51, limting guides conpetition from residents, in which he
denonstrated all egiance to the industry, she said, and asked for
coment .

2:00:15 PM

MR. TURNER replied that, since the passage of Proposition 51, a
hi gher |evel of anxiety has been expressed than what initially
arose during the board's consideration of the proposal

Regarding his role, he said he does not view his position on the
board as being that of an advocate for the guiding industry, but
rather for pronoting the preservation of traditional hunting
opportunities for everyone, with the sane |evel of inportance.
Residents have provided a clear voice of appreciation for
acconplishnents he has attained, he said, particularly for
preserving historic ways of life and traditional values held in
Al aska. Ganme hunting is a highly regulated industry and
requires insights into all the working pieces, he elaborated,
which is what he tries to inpart on the other board nenbers for

their benefit in making decisions. He said his efforts are
primarily to preserve and ensure a viable resource for the
future. Proposal 51 was presented to the board by the
Prof essional Hunters Association and contained a particularly
confusing portion. Lacki ng an understanding of the intent for

that portion, the board chose to renove it, which in hindsight
may not have been optimal, he said, and predicted that the
proposal wll be resubmtted. Addressing the point of second
degree, kindred issues, he said, it's been a common topic before
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the board for the |ast decade. It revolves around limted
permt opportunities that are highly coveted by non-residents

The permts are being passed to second degree kindred, which has
di srupted the original intent of the allocation structure set
forth by the board. He pointed out that other board nenbers may
have a different opinion on what is causing the angst regarding
this topic.

2:04: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR said another issue relates to Dall sheep
managenment and that the board is perceived to favor the
prof essi onal guide industry over the interests of the residents.

2:04:54 PM

MR. TURNER said there are 41 nenbers in the sheep working group
that is setup by the board to work through the advisory
commttee system He pointed out that the topic of Dall sheep
managenent tends to draw the best and worst out of people, as it

represents a contentious issue. The board is working towards
the goal of achieving maxi mum opportunities for Al askan voices
to be heard. Wth that in mnd, every avenue was pursued to

hear from non-governnent organi zations, consunptive and non-
consunptive nenbers of the public, and any other interested
parties that chose to express their opinion. He stated his
belief that the process was not domnated by the voices of
gui des.

2:07: 12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON asked for verification that there was a
significant nunber of guides, servicing non-residents, who
opposed Proposition 207.

2:07: 26 PM

MR. TURNER answered yes, about 50 percent of the guides opposed
t he proposal.

2:07:58 PM
REPRESENTATI VE TARR recal led the possibility that Proposition 51
may be brought back before the board, and said a continuing

sentinment exists that the board supports the guide industry over
resident interests. She asked how he, as a re-appointnent to a
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| eadership position on the board, anticipates noving forward on
these issues in a positive direction.

2:09: 09 PM

MR. TURNER replied that he gained an wunderstanding of the
omtted portion, after the neeting was adjourned. He said he
would look forward to having it brought back for further
consi derati on. In noving forward, he suggested that there is

al ways nore behind a story than is immediately apparent and he
expects honesty can be brought to the argunents by identifying
and bringing forward points that have not yet been laid on the
table. Many argunments may not be honest, he opined, and said it
it's not necessary to malign anyone. Resolving the conpetitions
between the various aspects of the industry may be beyond the
scope of the BOG However, a transparent, honest approach
t hroughout the board process should ally the nmajority. As a
nenber he strives to be approachable and available, and to
denonstrate true conpassion. He provided an anecdote of a
recent working group that was forned to address a specific
conplaint, how it maintained a transparent process, ensured that
everyone was heard, and resulted in a satisfactory outcone.

2:13:12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR referred to the conpetition between the two
aspects of the guiding industry; the transporters and the
gui des. Al though not Iimted in a legal sense, there is a de
facto limtation practiced because sone of the transporters wll
not bring residents into areas which are unofficially reserved
for comrercial guiding.

2:13: 45 PM

MR. TURNER acknowl edged being aware of the de facto claim
however, there are many excellent transporters in the state who
ensure that residents are able to access areas that otherw se
could not be hunted. Ethical standards and responsibilities are

required of registered transporters. The conpetition he was
referring to pertains to a mnority of the air taxi transporters
who would like to see the guiding industry go away. These

opponents may not say outright that they would |ike the guiding
industry to go away, but it's in their best conmercial interest
to see it dissol ved.

2:15:26 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON asked for clarification on the final
vote taken on Proposition 207.

2:15:36 PM

MR. TURNER responded that the vote changed, as there were a
record nunber of board hearings on the proposal. He recalled
that the final vote was 4-3

2:16: 07 PM

CO- CHAIR TALERICO asked for «clarity regarding M. Turner's
position and approach on the Denali National Park and Preserve
buf fer zone.

2:16: 43 PM

MR. TURNER related that false runors of his stance and voting
hi story have been circul ated; however, the buffer zone issue has
not cone up while he has been on the board, thus he has no
comment or vote on record. The question that did arise had to
do with scheduling the topic on the board' s agenda. The board
neeti ngs have been altered from a three to a tw year cycle,
whi ch required reconsideration of the original tinmeline for the
issue to be heard. M. Turner offered that placing the BOG
neetings on a two year cycle has not been an inprovenent but
rat her beconme detrinental in many ways and particularly to the
public process.

2:19: 03 PM
CO CHAI R TALERI CO opened public testinony.
2:19:21 PM

DI CK ROHRER stated support for Nathan Turner to be re-appointed
to the Board of Ganme (BOG), and said that, through his regular

attendance at board neetings, he is well acquainted with the
appoi nt ee. Two words characterize M. Turner, he opined:
ethics and integrity. During the recent BOG neeting, he
reported, M. Turner was personally attacked by several

W t nesses, however, his response to them remai ned respectful and
he thanked them for their testinony. He has been a great asset
to the board, he maintai ned, and urged confirmation.

2:21:33 PM
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SAM ROHRER, President, Alaska Professional Hunters Association
(APHA), stated official support for Nathan Turner to be
reappointed to the Board of Gane (BOG, and paraphrasing from a
prepared statenent he spoke as foll ows:

The APHA strongly supports the re-appointnment of Nate
Turner to the Board of Gane (BOG. To be a good BOG
menber one needs to approach each proposal and the

board process wth an open mnd. You need to
careful ly consi der t he | ong and short term
inplications of each board action and you need to
listen and <carefully <consider all of the public
t esti nony. That is the type of board nenber M.

Turner is. M. Turner's fair mnded, he asks

guestions of all the testifiers in an effort to gain
know edge of specific issues, and he truly cares about
the resource and about all the resource users. M.
Turner's wde range of experience, as a trapper,
subsi stence user, and hunting guide provides him wth
the ability to wunderstand how decisions the board
makes affects the users in the field. Thi s know edge
i s inval uabl e.

One of the things that | particularly appreciate about
M. Turner is that he doesn't always vote the way |
woul d prefer he vote, and he doesn't always vote in

favor of ny associations' proposals. This m ght
surprise some of you that | would appreciate a board
menber not voting the way | would like them to vote.
But it goes to show an inportant character trait of
M. Turner. M. Turner is beholding to no individual
user group or association. In fact, to the best that
| can see, he is only beholding to two things: t he
long term sustainability of our wldlife resources;
and to all Alaskans in general. This is as it should
be.

Lastly, | want to briefly address what is currently
one of the biggest threats to resource users in Al aska
and the hunting way of life: federal overreach. M.
Turner has been at the forefront of the effort to
conbat this, both in his professional |ife as a
hunti ng guide and a refuge special use permt holder,
and in his capacity as a BOG nenber. In fact, M.

Turner probably has nore experience dealing wth
federal issues than any other current BOG nenber. The
federal governnment, through the Parks Service, Fish
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and WIldlife Service, Forest Service, and Bureau of
Land Managenent is constantly trying to erode state
authority on matters related to wldlife managenent.
The BOG is wungquestionably at the forefront of the
fight to push back against this type of federal

overreach. Wth M. Turner's experience with these
i ssues, he's wundoubtedly the right person for this
j ob. It is primarily for this reason that the APHA
strongly supports M. Turner's re-appointnent to the
BOG.

Lastly, just as a side note, | wanted to nention that

t hrough sonme of the e-nmils you ve hear in opposition
to Nate, there's been sone fairly strong accusations
of the guiding industries too close ties to Nate. O
the APHA's too close of ties to M. Turner. | woul d
|ove to have the opportunity to answer any questions
of the conmttee if there are some of you who feel
this may be the case.

2:24:57 PM

JASON BUNCH stated support for Nathan Turner to be re-appointed
to the Board of Gane (BOG). As a nenber of the Kodiak advisory
conmttee, he said he has firsthand observations of the
appointee, and reported that M. Turner denonstrates good
| eadership skills, is attentive, and consistently unbiased and
t houghtful in his responses. Additionally, he is representative
of a good steward of Al askan resources, he opined.

2:26: 05 PM

THOVAS KEEFE LAMAL stated opposition to Nathan Turner's re-
appointment to the Board of Ganme (BOG), and paraphrasing from a
prepared statenent he spoke as foll ows:

Running for these boards and commssions is a
difficult t ask, because of al | t he negati ve
conversation that cones to light on the candidates.
Some is true, sone is specul ation. Your constituents
voted you into office because they felt you would
confirm the best candidates to protect the rights of
Al aska residents and keep the boards balance wth
di versity. The Board of Gane (BOG is a perfect
exanpl e of your ignoring the request of the public and
succunbing to the requests of |obbyists and conmerci al
operators. The BOG is incredibly unbalanced and it
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has been for years. It is shameful, and residents of
other states can't believe how you treat your fellow

Al askans. Pl ease |ook at how other western states
allocate their resources to their residents. For
years the BOG has been referred to as the "Board of
Gui des. " I'"'m not going to go into unpleasant

politics, but Nate Turner is a guide and Al aska does
not need another guide on the BOG Bot h candi dat es,
for the BOG this year, are guides and, if both are

confirmed, there will be three guides on the board,
one person from a gquiding famly, and a chair that
totally supports the guides over the residents. Who

is responsible for this situation? You need to talk
to the people on the street; the ones that elected you

and understand main stream sentinent. | have seen
many letters witten to Governor \WalKker, state
senators, and state |legislators, requesting a bal anced
BOG where residents wll have sonme representation.
You can't keep confirmng people that nmake a 1living
of f BOG deci sions. I am requesting that you don't
confirm Nate Turner. | think there should be one
guide on the BOG not three or four. These decisions

should be made with Al aska residents as your nunber
one priority.

2:28:17 PM

VIRA L UWPHENOUR, Chairman, Fish and Gane Advisory Commttee,
stated official support for Nathan Turner to be re-appointed to
the Board of Gane (BOG, and said a good board nmenber nust bear
three things in mnd, which are: 1) the constitutional nmandate
of sustained vyield; 2) conservation of the resources; and 3)
devel opnent of the resources. It's inportant to be fair,
honest, and open to the public, he said, which M. Turner has
denonstrated in his past service. There's been controversy over
sonme recent proposals and, regardl ess of how you vote as a board
nmenber, one side is going to be happy and one will be unhappy.
The nost vocal wll be heard. M. Turner is doing a very good
j ob, he opined and urged his confirmation.

2:30:43 PM

M CHELLE  ANDERSOQN, Pr esi dent Ahtna I ncorporat ed, st at ed
official support for Nathan Turner to be re-appointed to the
Board of Ganme (BOG, and said she is a regular attendee at the
board neetings. She pointed out the power and position that the
BOF holds in the critical decisions that nust be nade and the
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ef fect those decisions have on nmany people who depend on gane as
a primary food source. M. Turner makes ethical decisions,
based on experience, in a respectful and responsible manner,
extendi ng beyond his human interactions to include the animls
he harvests and the |and he hunts. In her observations, she
said he is rational, calm well conducted, and ready to hear
others express their opinions prior to deciding his own mnd.
She invited the BOG and the House Resources Standing Conmittee
menbers to visit Game Units 11, 12, and 13, during hunting
season, to view firsthand the adverse inpacts that the BOG
deci si ons have on the area.

2:34: 06 PM

KAREN LI NNEL, Executive Director, Ahtna Inter Tribal Resource
Conmi ssion (Al TRC), stated official support for Nathan Turner to
be re-appointed to the Board of Gane (BOG. The conm ssion was
formed to be the coordinating body for subsistence resources in
the Ahtna traditional use area, conprising eight tribes and two
Nat i ve corporations. The AITRC fully supports the retention of
M. Turner as he provides a balanced and rational voice on the
board, listens to all sides, does his research on issues, and
makes i nforned decisions. Representing subsistence users, the
AITRC finds M. Turner to be fair and unbiased regarding the
guiding industry and balancing what is best for the resource

She reported having attended the BOG neetings on a regular basis
and observed first hand his ability to handle difficult
situations. Further, he chaired the community working group,
whi ch she sat on, and found himto be very fair and equitable.
Multiple sheep proposals have cone through, she reported, and
nmore study may be necessary to conme to a decision that will best
serve the resource.

2:37: 58 PM

JOE KLUTSCH stated support for Nathan Turner to be re-appointed
to the Board of Gane (BOG, and said the qualities he is
famliar with in the appointee include: integrity, honesty,
fairness, and possessing an unbiased opinion. The wel fare of
the resource is what cones first, he underscored, and M. Turner
has that interest at heart. The issue at hand appears to be the
met hods and neans of airplane use, he opined, and said the fair
chase/ sane day aircraft use concern has been ironed out to the
benefit of all users. He maintained that nuch of the negativity
is being generated by hunters who want to use aircraft to spot
animal s and pursue via air chase, which is not considered a fair
chase nethod. M. Turner is a good man, he finished.
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2:41: 09 PM

ROD ARNO, Executive Director, Alaska Qutdoor Council (AQC),
stated official opposition to Nathan Turner's re-appointnment to
the Board of Gane (BOG), and reported AOC as havi ng about 10,000

resident nenbers. He said that the board has reached a
contentious level, anong Al askan resident hunters, that has not
been seen Dbefore. The federal |and managers are inmposing

restrictions which favor subsistence hunters and mnimzes the
areas available for other residents. The council would like to
see a nore balanced board with representation from "fol ks who
have come up through the advisory conmittee process in non-
subsi stence areas," he stressed.

2:43: 00 PM

LYLE BECKER stated support for Nathan Turner to be re-appointed
to the Board of Gane (BOG). He described hinself as an active
trapper in Gane Unit 19, and previously in Gane Unit 7. Despite
the rich history of trapping in Al aska, finding soneone with the
depth of wunderstanding that M. Turner holds on the topic is

uncommon, he opi ned. Peopl e without a connection to the woods
and the realities of trapping have an unrealistic approach when
i mposi ng nmanagenent restrictions. He suggested that anyone

would find it enlightening to listen to a random sanpling of
testinmony at any of the BOG neeting, to hear which board nenber

asks thoughtful, intentional questions. He maintained it wll
likely be M. Turner requesting clarity and elaboration on a
given topic. Many of the questions M. Turner asks are

deli berately designed to draw out additional information and to
ensure that the witness is fully heard. Finally, he said, "Nate
is pretty sharp for a Bush Rat." For sonmeone who spends the
majority of his time in the Bush, M. Turner is thoughtful and
articulate which, he underscored, is unusual for a Bush Rat.

2:46:16 PM

ROBERT FITH AN stated support for Nathan Turner to be re-
appointed to the Board of Gane (BOG. He described his
background as serving both federally and within the state in
vari ous conservation fields. He said:

Pl ease know that the Alaska Board of Gane (BOG
process represents the nost denocratic process of
wildlife conservation that exists anywhere in the
world. | can safely assure you of that.
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|"ve known M. Turner and his famly for many vyears
and have watched him closely as he's dedicated nuch of
his life to the BOG process. | find himto be a nost
respectful and respected Al askan. One who's Iived
close to what many of us hold dear regarding our
wildlife and wld | ands.

H s advocacy from the BOG to address usurping the
state authority by the federal Iland agencies is
resilient and strong. This situation represents one
of our greatest conservation challenges, and he's
often lead the way in communications with the AG s
(attorney general's) office to find and pronote our
strengt hs. Nate is not a party |ine person. He
believes and thinks with the best interest of the
whol e, and respectfully considers and comunicates
with people or groups who do not believe in our
constitutional mandates of wldlife conservation. He
is a good communi cator, he takes the tine to nmake sure
that the board process does not |eave a board nenber,
or a public nenber, m sunderstanding the concern, or
process, or actions. He does not nmarch to the drum of
certain special interest groups who, in ny opinion, do
not represent the best interest of the whole for
Al aska.

He stands strong on fair chase and high ethical
standards of hunting, which | and many others believe
represents one of the nost critical aspects of
protecting our future hunting opportunities.

W're very fortunate, as a state, to have bal anced
people of integrity donating their tinme and lives to
Al aska's best interest and M. Turner is no exception

to this. A non-confirmation of this man, | believe,
would be a blemish on the integrity of the board
process and on our state as a whole. | strongly

encourage his continuation within the board process.
2:49: 06 PM

KELLY VREM Registered Guide, stated support for Nathan Turner
to be re-appointed to the Board of Gane (BOG . M. Turner is
his own man and not swayed by special interest groups, he said.
Despite being a guide, he hasn't always voted in the best
interests of the guiding industry. M. Turner's integrity is
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beyond reproach, he opined. The negative coments are at high
| evel s, but naysayers often want to reserve the sole right to
decide what 1is best. M. Turner holds the interests of the
natural resources of Alaska "in his heart."

2:50: 24 PM

RI CHARD PERSQN, Chair, South Central Chapter, Al aska Trappers
Associ ation, stated official support for Nathan Turner to be re-
appointed to the Board of Gane (BOG), and said he appreciates
the representation that the appointee brings to the board as a

trapper, as well as the lifestyle that he |Iives. It's
significant and inportant to have someone serving whose life is
integral to the wldlife being mnmanaged. M. Turner is

reasonabl e and fair m nded, he said, and urged confirnation.
2:51:55 PM

ROB STONE, Attorney, stated opposition to Nathan Turner's re-
appoi ntnent to the Board of Gane (BOG). He described hinself as
a second generation pilot and a foundi ng nenber of the Resident
Hunters of Al aska group. He voiced opposition for three
reasons: 1) the BOG is too heavily weighted with conmerci al
interests; 2) an ethics conplaint has been filed against the
appointee; and 3) M. Turner 1is a staunch supporter of
Proposi ti on 207. El aborating on the third point, he explained,
that Proposition 207 "keeps resident pilots, out of the
nmount ai ns, conpeting wth guides Ilike M. Turner." Most
alarming, he stressed, is M. Turner's disregard for input from
the public. The supporters have stated that he listens to the

public and holds no special i nt er est bi ases; however,
Proposition 207 was created behind closed doors in collaboration
with a small interest group. This measure is best described as

an anti-pilot, anti-resident proposition, he opined. Once this
proposition was passed, the overwhelmng public testinony
opposing the neasure was ignored, he explained and naned the
vari ous organi zations who submtted oppositional statenments to

the board, which included: the Alaska Airnmen, nany advisory
councils, the Al aska Professional Hunters Association, many air
carriers, and the Bow Hunters Association. The Al aska State

Troopers deened that the proposition would be unenforceable.
The nerits of Proposition 207 are no |longer the concern, but
rather that M. Turner disregarded the overwhel m ng opposition
presented by the public and used a cl osed-door neeting to craft
the policy. He reported that, sitting as a nenber of the 41
menber working sheep group, there was a common |ack of trust
regardi ng the BOG because of its disregard for public input, as

HOUSE RES COW TTEE - 23- April 6, 2016



denonstrated through the handling of Proposition 207. He
mai ntained that M. Turner has lost the trust of Al askans and
urged the commttee to deny his re-appointnent.

2:55: 39 PM

M KE MCCRARY stated opposition to Nathan Turner's re-appointnent
to the Board of Gane (BOG) for the sane reasons that M. Lanal
and M. Arno have described, and added that M. Turner displays
a clear lack of recognition for the financial interest he
personal ly holds regarding harvesting of wldlife. M. Turner
considers hinself to be entitled to earn his living off of the
public resource and treats the guiding industry simlar to

subsi stence, which is a bona fide entitlenent. The qguiding
i ndustry receives protections from M. Turner's board
activities. Finally, he opined, there is too nmuch conmerci al

representation on the board, and he urged that the commttee
oppose the re-appoi ntnent.

2:58: 38 PM

AARON BLOOMQUI ST stated support for Nathan Turner to be re-
appointed to the Board of Gane (BOG. As a regular attendee at
the BOG neetings, he reported that he has brought many proposal s
before the board to which M. Turner has been a primary vote of

opposi tion. Despite M. Turner's lack of support for his
proposals, he said, "lI've always felt like I've gotten a fair
shake. " He urged nenbers to grant the confirmation and said

much of the opposition is isolated to a few who have gone so far
as to file false ethics clainms against M. Turner.

3:01: 05 PM

BI RCH YUKN S, Mat anuska- Susitna Advisory Commttee, st ated
of ficial and personal opposition to Nathan Turner's re-
appointment to the Board of Gane (BOG. On behalf of the
coormittee he said it voted wunaninobusly against the re-
appoi ntment of Nathan Turner, at their regular neeting on March
2, 2016. M. Turner's support of Proposition 207 was cited as
the major stimulus for the opposition. In supporting the
pr oposal , M. Tur ner ignored the vociferous, st at ewi de,
oppositional response generated by the public. Speaki ng
personal ly, he opined that M. Turner is looking out for his own
agenda and not the best interest of the state residents. The
sheep working group would not be necessary if the board
incorporated the advice of the advisory comittees and the
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publi c.

The big ganme guides are the supporters behind the re-

appoi ntment, but not the public, he naintained.

3: 03: R12 PM

MARK RI CHARDS, Executive Director, Resident Hunters of Al aska
(RHAK), stated official opposition to Nathan Turner's re-
appointment to the Board of Gane (BOG), and paraphrased from a
witten statenent, which read as follows [original punctuation

provi ded] :

W want to rmake clear that we believe there is nothing
wong with having a guide sit on the Board of Gane
(BOG) . O soneone with a guiding background. Qui des

and those with a guiding background have a val uable
perspective and experience to share. There is also
absolutely nothing wong if a guide nenber of the
Board of Gane should have a conflict wth certain
proposals before the Board. That is why we have
ethics disclosures and rules about conflict of
i nterest. But a guide like M. Turner who al so books

hunts for other guides and whose booking services
include nearly all big gane species creates a negative

set of circunstances whereby nost of the proposals
that conme before the Board nore than likely wll
create a conflicted environnent. The problem that we
have wth M. Turner is that he has not been

forthcom ng about his guiding and hunt booki ng
activities in his ethics disclosures and he has been
allowed to deliberate and vote on proposals before the
Board that clearly have a financial benefit or loss to

hi m

RHAK
t he

filed an ethics conplaint against M. Turner at
start of the Statewide 2016 BOG neeting in

Fai rbanks |ast nonth. Qur goal was to point out these
facts in the hope that M. Turner would recuse hinself

from

del i berating and voting on the nunmerous statew de

sheep proposals before the Board asking, anong other
things, to limt all nonresident sheep hunters to draw

only

hunts with a set allocation |evel. He was al so

falsely claimng that he held exclusive guiding rights

in t
was

he Arctic National WIdlife Refuge. M. Turner
also involved as a nenber of the Al aska

Prof essional Hunters Association (APHA), with APHA's
Non- Resi dent Hunting Preservation Fund. M. Turner
advertised that program on his website and his clients
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pay into that program to preserve their non-resident
hunti ng opportunities. After the conplaint APHA has
taken that page down fromtheir website.

We brought these issues before the Board, with the
intention that M. Turner would disclose these issues
and recuse hinself from deliberating and voting on the
nunber of proposals before the Board seeking to limt
or restrict non-r esi dent gui ded sheep hunti ng
opportunities. Instead of doing so, however, M.
Turner responded to the conplaint by basically saying
nothing on his website was true because it was old

information that hadn't been updated. He doesn't
really sell Dall sheep hunts for $17,500 for the 2016
season, as his website states. He doesn't hold

exclusive guiding rights in the Arctic refuge, as his
website clains. He isn't being conpensated for acting

as a hunt booker for other guides. And ot her guide
menbers of the APHA are also involved with the non-
resident hunting preservation fund. The ki cker,
however, in M. Turner's response on the record about
his website, was when he said he did not feel it was
i nappropriate for his website to still be up and to

claimall this infornmation.

M. Turner was allowed to deliberate and vote on the
sheep proposals before the Board, two weeks ago, after
nearly a decade of the public asking the Board to
[imt non-resident guided sheep hunters who are taking
60- 80 percent of our sheep in sone areas. The Board
really only took action on, and passed, two proposals
from the APHA that limted non-resident next of Kkin
hunters and the Al askan resident relatives who take
t hem hunting. Unbelievably, M. Turner hel ped pass an
APHA proposal that forces resident Al askan hunters,
who take a relative hunting for a nust be guided
species to punch their tag if an aninmal is harvest ed.
So now if, for exanple, | want to bring ny non-
resident brother up here to hunt sheep with ne, we
both don't have an opportunity to harvest a sheep,
only one of us can harvest a sheep.

It appears that commercial guiding interests are
having an unfair influence on the BOG M. Turner is
a primary exanple of that influence. H s guiding and
hunt booking activities and affiliation with the fund
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to preserve non-resident hunting opportunities have
never been discl osed, as they should have been.

W hope nenbers of this committee and ot her nenbers of
the legislature will weigh this information carefully
before you vote to confirm M. Turner and we ask that
you appose hi s re-appoi nt nment.

3:07:59 PM
MARY SATTLER, Lobbyist, stated official support for Nathan

Turner to be re-appointed to the Board of Gane (BOG, and said
the Al aska Regional Coalition, for whom she speaks, is conprised

of five regions hosting 100 tribes. M. Turner hears al
opi nion, does his honmework, and does not favor any one segnent
of Al aska or Al askans, she offered. Further, he is fair and

open m nded, and excellent in all aspects. Public policy can be
very contentious, she acknow edged, when it includes finite
resource allocation, and passion is often a factor when | obbying
i ssues before the board. However, M. Turner puts forth an
excellent effort to make the best decision possible for all
Al askans. The Bethel Native Corporation has also added their
voice of support, she said and offered to make their witten
comments available to the comm ttee.

3:10: 05 PM

BENJAM N MALLOTT, Vice President, Alaska Federation of Natives
(AFN), stated official support for Nathan Turner to be re-
appointed to the Board of Gane (BOG), and said AFN is conprised
of 183 tribes, representing nore than 120,000 Al askan Natives

On behalf of AFN he urged the re-appointnent of M. Turner as a
conpetent, rational, and highly effective board nenber. He
added that AFN also supports the confirmation of N cholas
Jackson to the Big Gane and Conmercial Services Board.

CO CHAI R TALERI CO cl osed public testinmony on the appointnments of
M. Trimm ngham and M. Turner to the Board of Gane.

3:11: 25 PM

CO CHAIR TALERI CO rem nded nenbers that the hearing process is
to vet the nom nees for these positions. Signing the reports
regarding appointnents to boards and conmissions in no way
reflects individual nenbers' approval or disapproval of the
appoi ntees, and that the nomi nations are nerely forwarded to the
full legislature for confirmation or rejection,.
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3:12: 23 PM

CO CHAI R NAGEAK noved to advance the confirmation of N chol as
Jackson, appointee to the Big Gane Services Board, and Quy
Tri mm ngham and Nat han Turner, appointees to the Board of Gane,
to a joint session of the House and Senate for consideration.
There being no objection, the confirmati ons were advanced.

3:13: 06 PM

ADJ OURNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Resources Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 3:13 p. m
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