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CO- CHAIR BENJAM N NAGEAK called the House Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:00 p.m Representatives Herron,
Josephson, O son, Seaton, Hawker, and Nageak were present at the
call to order. Representative Tarr arrived as the neeting was
i n progress.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG&( S) :
Board of Fisheries

1: 01: 36 PM

CO CHAI R NAGEAK announced that the only order of business is the
confirmation hearing for the appointnment of Robert Ruffner to
t he Board of Fisheries.

1: 02: 15 PM

ROBERT RUFFNER, Appointee, Board of Fisheries, noted he lives
between the Kenai and Kasilof rivers and said he is hunbled by
t he support he has received and heard about for his appointnent.
It is a trenmendous responsibility to work on fisheries in the
state of Alaska and one that he is very eager to take on. He
has lived in Al aska since 1996 and is a geol ogy graduate of the
University of Mnnesota where alnost all of his focus was on
river-related studies. He took some graduate work in nunerical
nodel i ng and statistical techniques, an inportant aspect that he
can bring to the Board of Fisheries. Upon noving to Sol dotna he
received the opportunity to becone the first enployee of the
Kenai Watershed Forum and has worked there since 1997. He
recently spent sone tinme in public service with the Kenai
Peni nsul a Borough Pl anning Comm ssion and the Road Service Area
Board and found it to be a very rewardi ng experience.

MR. RUFFNER related his fishing experience in Al aska, saying
nost of the fish he has harvested have been through the annual
personal use dip net fishery in the Kenai and Kasilof rivers.
He said he has caught all five species of salnon, trout, and
Dolly Varden by rod and reel throughout the state. Regar di ng
comercial fishing, he said he spent two days in the |late 1990s
on a Cook Inlet gillnet boat, which was a good experience to
| earn how that fishery operates.

MR. RUFFNER addressed why he wants to serve on the Board of
Fisheries, saying fishing is sonething he shared wth his

grandfather and is now sharing with his own kids. Fishing is
deeply rooted in his famly and is sonething he really likes and
wants to do. Having worked in conservation for fisheries for
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nearly 20 years and having watched the Board of Fisheries, he
said he thinks the board is sonmething he can do and nmake a
positive contribution to the state. Alaska is a big state with
di verse fisheries and he recognizes that this is a trenendous
responsibility. He said his interest is not just in Cook Inlet,
but across the state and he recognizes the uniqueness in the
different fisheries and how those need to be managed going
forward into the future.

1: 07: 28 PM

MR. RUFFNER di scussed what he would have to offer as a board
menber . He said that along with his personal use and sport
fishing experience, all of the sockeyes in his freezer canme from
the Kenai River dip net fishery. He pointed out that his
background is in earth sciences, rivers, math, and statistics.
Wiile on the Board of Fisheries he wants to ensure to the extent
possible that data is used to inform the decisions nade by the
board. This can be fisheries, economc, and social data, all of
which is information that hel ps inform decisions. He has a good
background in being able to |look at and understand statistics
and wunderstand when confidence is or is not had in those
nunbers. He also has a good understanding and know edge about

habitat from his work wth the Kenai Wtershed Forum He
under stands and believes strongly in Alaska' s sustainable sal non
pol i ci es. The policies are well witten and should be drawn

upon whenever possible. As an individual he likes to learn and
be chall enged and being a board nenber would certainly fulfill
t hat need. He stressed that he has a strong conmtnent to
public service and the public process. The Board of Fisheries
is unique when |ooking at how fish and gane are nmanaged across
the U S It has a trenmendous public process. In preparing for
this he learned there are 84 advisory conmmttees across Al aska
with alnpost 900 people serving on those advisory commttees.
They have the ability to provide a wealth of know edge to the
seven nenbers of the board. The public process that is used to
reach the final decisions the board makes is sonmething he
believes very strongly in and he will do his due diligence to
listen to the public across the entire state.

1:10: 38 PM
REPRESENTATI VE HERRON rel ated he has received |letters of support
for M. Ruffner, but no one from his district has comented pro

or con on M. Ruffner's nom nation. One person asked that M.
Ruf fner not be supported due to interactions with the Kenai

HOUSE RES COW TTEE - 5- April 3, 2015



WAt ershed Forum  Representative Herron requested M. Ruffner to
comment on this conplaint.

MR. RUFFNER replied he is unaware of what that conplaint is, but
said anyone who has stood for sonmething is going to have sone
enem es at sonme point in tine. He stated he is very proud of
what he has stood for in working for the Kenai Witershed Forum
The forum has done sone really inportant work on the Kenai
Peni nsula, sonme of which is related to water quality and

ensuring there is clean water for the fish. The forum started
the first systematic water quality study in the late 1990s for
the Kenai River. Lots of agencies have nmandates and strategic

pl ans that suggest water quality should be watched, but the
forum was an organi zation that put a |lot of people together in
the sane room and came up with a plan to actually take sone
water quality information. Sonme issues were found as a result
of that, one of which was the discovery in the m d-2000s of
gasoline from outboard notors. The forum did research and
nunerical nodeling to understand how that mght be corrected,
and ultimtely went with a clean notor technology that solved
t he issue. The Kenai River now is in conplete conpliance with
state water quality standards for gasoline. The forum has done
a nunber of things like that and any tinme changes are nade as a
result of science, he said, it is going to upset some people and
he understands that.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON said one of [the Kenai Watershed Forumn s]
publications is called "Stream Tenperature Mnitoring for Al aska
Sal non Streans. " He requested M. Ruffner to comrent on how
t hat publication could help himin his new endeavor.

MR. RUFFNER responded that when |ooking at the state water
quality standards one thing of concern across Southcentral and
Western Alaska is that tenperatures are being exceeded for
sal non streans. There is no silver bullet or answers to help
correct that, but it is sonmething that needs to be understood
because part of the board' s decision nmaking is understandi ng how
conditions are changing that may affect fish populations. | f
sonme declines are seen the board will understand that one of the
things that nmay be going on is that there are warnmer
tenperatures than are suitable for fish and the board can take
that into consideration.

1: 14: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE OLSON declared a conflict in that he has known
M. Ruffner for 18 years and has been involved with him on a
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nunber of projects. He said M. Ruffner is being far too nodest
when tal king about the gasoline problem on the Kenai Peninsula,
noting that M. Ruffner was the first to identify the magnitude
of the gasoline and then found a solution to the problem M.
Ruf f ner got grant noney to buy back the two stroke engi nes over
an extended period of tine. It was painless because everybody
didn't have to go buy a four stroke engine in one year. It
wor ked out quite well because now it is nore quiet on the river
there is less visible sheen, and it is much nore practical.
Additionally, M. Ruffner spent a fair anmount of tinme putting in
culverts in streans throughout the watershed. M. Ruffner had
the ability to do the culverts at about 40 percent of what the
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities could do them
for because he did them wth volunteer |abor. M. Ruffner has
hel ped people around the state on that. M. Ruffner shared both
his vision and his ability to get things done with other groups
around the Kenai Peninsula. Representative O son said he was
extrenely pleased when M. Ruffner's nane was put forward and he
has received all positive letters but one about M. Ruffner.

1:16: 59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON related that a few years back he attended
a few Kenai Watershed Forum neetings. He joined the forum
subsequent to seeing how those neetings were conducted and the
coordination anong the different user groups concerned about
habitat and ensuring that fish were comng back for everyone.
He requested M. Ruffner to state how he would address aquatic
i nvasi ve species and their control.

MR. RUFFNER answered his conservation work has included a |ot of
strategic thinking in figuring out where to get the best bang
for the buck, and one thing is to contain invasive species when
they are first noticed. There are a nunber of cases across the
state where an invasive species popped up and took off and
contai nment wasn't possible. That causes |ong-term problens and
in some cases it turns into an ongoi ng operating expense to just

try to control that problem species. Sonmet hing [the Kenai
Wat ershed Foruml would like to see happen is that when a new
species shows wup that wll be detrinental to the state's
fisheries is that there be a way to contain it quickly. An
exanple on the Kenai Peninsula is elodea, a plant that has
appeared on some of the peninsula' s |akes. It is relatively

expensive to knock back el odea, but the forum played a role in
the cooperative weed managenent program on the peninsula,
i ncluding raising some funding and research on how effective the
treatnments have been. It seens the results are good on the
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three | akes where el odea has appeared, and it is the role of the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to work on el odea.
Northern pike is the other invasive species seen on the Kena
Peni nsul a, which has been around for a while and fortunately has
not spread, but when they do spread pi ke are very detrinental to
salnon and trout species. To that end, the Kenai Watershed
Forum has been assisting the Departnent of Fish & Gane (ADF&G) .
The forum has expertise at neasuring water flow.  The treatnent
for pike is rotenone, a piscicide that kills fish, and to apply
rotenone ADF&G must know in detail how much water there is in
the streans in order to set the rates. At the end of the line
where the rotenone is applied, another buffer nust be applied to
reduce the effects. So, the forum has been assisting ADF&G in
collecting that specific kind of water quality information and
setting that up for the departnent.

1: 20: 44 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER cited the question on the Board of
Fi sheries application which states: "Could you or any nenber of
[your] famly be affected financially by decisions to be nade by
the board or conm ssion for which you are applying?" He noted
M. Ruffner answered "yes" to this question. He then cited the
next question, "Please explain the potential financial benefit,"”
to which M. Ruffner replied "no."

MR. RUFFNER responded he thinks that is a mstake in filling out
the electronic form and pressing the wong button on the
appl i cation. Stating he is stepping down as the executive
director of the Kenai Watershed Forum sonetine in June or July,
he said he doesn't see how he would have a financial conflict of
interest in serving on the Board of Fisheries.

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER requested the record to show that the
response on the conflict of interest statenment provided to the
conmittee is incorrect.

MR. RUFFNER confirned the conflict of interest statenent is
i ncorrect.

1: 22: 14 PM

REPRESENTATI VE OLSON di scl osed he and his wi fe have been nenbers
of the Kenai Watershed Forum for a nunber of years.

1: 22: 25 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON recalled he recently saw the video,
"The Breach," about sal non, dans, and related issues. The video
states that hundreds of years ago the North Atlantic was teem ng
with salnmon in Europe and the [North Anerican] East Coast. The
West Coast [also once teemed with salnon] and now British
Colunmbi a's Frasier R ver has had closures. He asked what can be
done in Alaska that is not currently being done to avoid
repeating that kind of history.

MR. RUFFNER responded that is a big question and Al aska, by and
| arge, has done a lot of things right. Alaska is blessed by its
geography and sparse population. One thing that really needs to
be paid attention to, in his opinion, is the small increnenta
things that individuals do, nore so than perhaps the big high-
profile projects. The big high-profile projects garner a |ot of
attention, but it is those small, cunulative effects that add up
over time that are a little bit nore insidious and people don't
recogni ze them when they are happening and they happen at a tine
scale that's different than political responses happen to them
He said those are the kinds of things his organization has paid
attention to and addressed.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON presumed M. Ruffner knows as much
about fish habitat as anybody on the board, but that M. Ruffner
will have a lot to learn about commercial fishing. He i1nquired
whet her M. Ruffner will be able to | earn quickly.

MR. RUFFNER responded he likes to be challenged and is excited
to | earn about commercial fishing, as well as |earning about the
various issues around the state. He said he has been studying
the issues around the state since applying for the board.

1: 26: 00 PM

CO- CHAIR NAGEAK opened public testinopny on M. Ruffner's
appoi nt ment .

1:26: 24 PM

MARTI N LUNDY, Sout heast Al aska Seiners Association (SEAS), noted
that the Southeast Alaska Seiners Association (SEAS) is
conprised of nore than 150 paying skipper and crew nenberships
and 75 paying business nenbers, representing the interests of
roughly 1,500 fishing nen and wonen. He said SEAS is conmtted
to the protection of the resource that provides its neans of
i ncome and SEAS supports the appointnment of M. Ruffner to the
Board of Fisheries as well as the reappointnent of M. Oville
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Hunt i ngt on. H ghly conpetent, focused, and intelligent people
are needed on the board and, based on the scientific educations
of M. Ruffner and M. Huntington, both will serve the Board of
Fi sheries well. M. Ruffner has a solid background in science
and his service on the North Pacific Anadronous Fish Conm ssion
has provided him with an intricate know edge of fisheries and
fisheries issues inportant to the state. M. Ruffner has a
proven track record of working with varied stakeholders and a
prized perspective and approach for work wth the Board of
Fi sheri es. M. Ruffner's experience and |eadership with the
Kenai Watershed Forum is a striking exanple of dedication to
scientific research, the significance of habitat preservation,
and using analytical skills to nove forward for the good of the
resource and those who harvest the resource. Wth such a solid
background, SEAS is confident that M. Ruffner will excel in his
new role on the Board of Fisheries. M. Lundy urged the
commttee's support of M. Ruffner and M. Huntington.

1: 29: 07 PM

CRI'S SOMVERS said she has lived in Al aska since 1967 and has been
a comercial fisher since 1978. She urged the conmttee to
support M. Ruffner's nomination to the Board of Fisheries. She
said the board has been divided and divisive for far too |ong
and does not need nore regional representation from people wth
an agenda; rather, it needs sonmeone who is all about the fish
and that defines M. Ruffner. M. Ruffner's expertise wth
habitat makes him the ideal candidate and by all accounts he is
someone who can unite people and look at things from all sides.
It would be a refreshing change from boards who have in the past
dism ssed her Ilivelihood as recreation and injected politics
into the process. It is possible to have enough fish for
everyone with proper managenent and elimnate the fish wars.

1: 30: 10 PM

DAVID FRY stated he has been a commercial fisher all his life.
He urged the conmittee to vote to confirm M. Ruffner to the
Board of Fisheries. The board is badly in need of soneone who
can unite all wuser groups in support of doing what is right for
the fish instead of the "gi nmee, gimmee" that goes on now. This
board has becone way too political and needs soneone who wl
hel p bring peopl e together.

1: 30: 45 PM

HOUSE RES COW TTEE - 10- April 3, 2015



WES HUMBYRD testified he has been an Al aska resident since 1971

and a commercial fisher in Alaska since 1966. He offered his
agreenment wth the previous wtnesses that the Board of
Fisheries has been politically driven. He said M. Ruffner

woul d be a great advantage to the board because he would |isten
to the scientific data before making any decisions, which has
| ong been needed on the Board of Fisheries. M. Hunmbyrd said
that over the years he probably hasn't mssed any of the board
meetings and it would be really nice to see soneone on the board
who is looking out for the fish instead of the political agenda.

1:31: 42 PM

DONALD JOHNSON said he has hunted and fished in Al aska for about
30 years. He posited that people |look for a Board of Fisheries
representative who knows what to do with regard to fisheries,
but maintained that M. Ruffner doesn't have nmuch of a
background in that area and probably hasn't attended a single
Board of Fisheries neeting. He charged that Kenai Watershed
Forum board nenbers are benefitting financially from each other

He said many people support the forum because they believe in

water clarity and issues regarding the environnent. Noting the
forums board nmenbers represent commercial fishernen, sport
fi sher nmen, scienti sts, envi ronment al consul tants, state

troopers, the Al aska Sealife Center, and conservation people, he
charged that these board nenbers are financially interacting
with each other, but this is not stated on the forums web site
or materials. People contributing funds to the organization
have no idea that the board nmenbers are financially interacting
with each other, he said. An environnental scientist could be
financially interacting wwth a set netter and it cannot be told
which one is which based upon the titles that are seen for the
board nenbers, he alleged. They could all be set netters or al

could be environnmental scientists and it would be unknown, but
the official words on the web site just |list each person as what
the organi zation wants them to be. The board nakes statenents,
performs studies, and spends noney in a public manner that
attenpts to pick and choose causes, he contended, and the causes
have basically been on the Kenai R ver and studies on nuddy

water, oil in the water, people throwing contam nants, and so
forth. Those studies are basically directed at public fishing
on the Kenai River. When asked why the forum doesn't address

the comrercial fishing industry that is occupying the |ower
Kenai River, the forum says that isn't part of the issue, he
purported. The representation is nuddy and should be clarified,
and as executive director of such an organization M. Ruffner
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shoul d have been publishing the connections between the board
menbers, he said.

1:37:16 PM

MARK RI CHARDS, Chairman, Al aska Backcountry Hunters and Angl ers,
offered his organization's strong support for M. Ruffner's
appointnment to the Board of Fisheries. He cited M. Ruffner's
extensi ve background wth fisheries habitat and conservation
i ssues associated with his work in founding and growi ng the
Kenai Watershed Forum as the reason for this support. He said
M. Ruffner knows the Board of Fisheries process and the issues
that cone before the board and w Il nake informed decisions
based on what is best for the resource using the best avail able
sci ence and dat a. M. Ruffner has experience with the various
user groups and their representatives and is respectful, fair,
and willing to listen to all sides. Wile sone may want sonmeone
with specific ties to a certain user group, M. Ruffner cannot
really be tied to any particular group except the one group
whose main concern is the health of the resource and the
sustainability of Alaska's fish stocks. Regarding concern about
there not being a representative on the board from Anchorage,
M. Richards noted there is no statute requiring that Board of
Fi sheries nenbers nust reside in a certain geographic |ocation
or comunity in order to serve. Mst inportant is that all the
board nenbers represent all Alaskans, not just those in the
community in which a board nenber Iives. He said M. Ruffner
will fairly represent all Alaskans and the commttee should
forward his nane.

1: 39: 07 PM

RYAN ASTALCS, a sport fisher, spoke in favor of M. Ruffner's
appointnent to the Board of Fisheries. He said M. Ruffner,
through his work at the Kenai Watershed Forum has a proven
track record of formng partnerships and alliances with state,
| ocal, and federal governnents, industry partners, and other
interest groups working for healthy and vital salnon and trout
popul ati ons on the Kenai Peninsula. He stated that M. Ruffner
will do a good job on the board.

1:40: 00 PM
MERRI LL LAKE supported M. Ruffner's appointnment to the Board of
Fisheries, saying M. Ruffner's work sets a great exanple for

all Al askans on what can be achieved when an organi zati on works
to benefit fish habitat which, in turn, benefits all user
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gr oups. He said M. Ruffner has a proven track record of
formng partnerships and alliances wth state and federal
governnments, industry partners, and nost inportantly, |[|ocal
government and other interest groups working for a healthy and
vital salnmon and trout popul ation on the Kenai Peninsul a.

1: 41: 24 PM

LESLI E MORTON, President, Kenai Watershed Forum noted that M.
Ruffner is the executive director of the Kenai Witershed Forum
She said the forums mssion statement is to work together for
heal t hy wat ersheds on the Kenai Peninsul a. The forum s three-
part program includes restoration, research, and education. The
forum works to restore and repair conditions that threaten the
| ong-term health of watersheds and fish habitats. The forum has
a terrific youth education program that reaches thousands of
st udent s. The forum maintains a conprehensive research program
to provide quality data associated with the watersheds. The
forum has always strived to have a mx of wuser groups
represented on its board of directors so it can best serve the
community and nmeet its mssion of working together. The forunms
board is currently conprised of two comercial fishers, two
sports fishers, and herself - a school teacher and dip netter
with no financial interest in commercial fishing. The forum has
ot her educators, small business owners, and contractors on its
board and at no tine has there been a mmjority of conmmerci al

fishermen on the board. As executive director of the Kenai
Wat ershed Forum M. Ruffner has dedicated his professional, and
much of his personal, life to inproving the quality of fish
habi t at . She said M. Ruffner's integrity and conmtnent are

outstanding, and he is not at all one-sided and is actively
involved in many aspects of the community where he is well
respected beyond fish issues. For exanple, M. Ruffner was the
2008 Sol dotna Chanmber of Commerce Person of the Year. Most
inmportantly, after years of working with M. Ruffner she can say
that his wllingness to reserve judgenent and listen carefully
to all sides of an argunent before coming to a decision nake him
well suited to serve on the Board of Fisheries.

1:43: 37 PM

SCOTT ANAYA stated he has been fishing on the Kenai Peninsula
for nearly all of his adult life and, in that time, synonynous
with health sal non popul ations on the Kenai Peninsula is Robert
Ruf f ner. M. Ruffner has done a lot to keep salnon healthy,
with the key point being salnon, not a user group or specific
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type of fisher. He said he supports M. Ruffner's appointnent
because M. Ruffner will put salnon and Al aska first.

1:44: 36 PM

STEVE VANEK said he has been in Al aska since 1964 and has been a
commercial fisher since 1965. He spoke in favor of M.
Ruffner's appointment to the Board of Fisheries, saying a
habitat person is needed on the board. The |oss of habitat has
led to the dem se of sal non worl dw de. Not enough enphasi s has
been put on habitat in the past and M. Ruffner will bring that
to the forefront. The current Board of Fisheries voted
unani nously not to limt the nunber of clans harvested on the
west side of Cook Inlet, even after the east side was closed and
even after the |ocal advisory conmttees all expressed the need
to have |imts on those clans. This is crisis managenent at its
worst, he said, so he is happy to hear M. Ruffner's recognition
of the value of |ocal advisory committees.

1:46: 01 PM

JOHN MCCOMBS testified he has been from Ninilchik for about 40
years. He said he did not know before last nonth that M.
Ruffner is a dip netter, but he did know of M. Ruffner's
acconplishnents as boss at the Kenai Watershed Forum M.
Ruf f ner worked on culverts and water quality and nmade the case
for having four stroke outboard notors on the Kenai River, he
rel at ed. M. Ruffner is a leading steward of Kenai River
habitat and there is need for a skilled habitat person on the
Board of Fisheries. Therefore, M. MConbs said, he endorses
M. Ruffner for the Board of Fisheries w thout reservation.

1: 46: 50 PM

DENNI S RANDA noted he has lived in the Cam Gulch area for about
four years and has been a fishing guide on the Kenai River and
active in resource and fisheries nanagenent for nost of 30
years. He said he has known M. Ruffner for 18 years and while
he and M. Ruffner haven't agreed on everything, they do see
things quite a ot the sane and he is hoping the comttee wll
advance M. Ruffner's nane. He said he is looking forward to
seeing the changes that soneone like M. Ruffner can bring to a
managemnment agency |i ke the Board of Fisheries.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON understood M. Randa is a sport fishing
gui de on the Kenai River.
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MR. RANDA replied yes.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON asked whether M. Randa has lots of
col | eagues that he knows by first nane.

MR. RANDA replied he knows a few

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON i nquired whether M. Randa has a sense
for how his coll eagues feel about M. Ruffner's appointnent.

MR. RANDA answered he has had a m xed response from the guides
he knows and has spoken to. He said he is disappointed in many
of his fellow fishing guides and how they see managenent of the
resource and how that fits in with their priorities in life.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON requested M. Randa to expound about
whi ch issues get discussed about the health of the river and how
to manage the river.

MR. RANDA replied he w shes that they were discussed!

1:49: 15 PM

ED SCHM DT, WMD, Chairman, Kenai Area Fishernen's Coalition,
testified he is a retired surgeon. He stated his organi zation
represents "Joe Fisherman" - all people who fish on the Kenai
Peni nsul a wherever they may Ilive. Hi s organi zation includes

avid dip netters, sport fishers, and river ecologists and the
board is conposed mainly of retired state and federal fisheries

bi ol ogi st s. He said he personally is an avid fly fisher who
first visited the Kenai River in 1988 when he caught a world
record fly rod sal non. He longs for the day when the Kenai

River returns to health to produce world records of all species
of salnmon. He gets his red salnon fromthe personal use fishery
and frequently has friends from Anchorage stay with him when
they are down dip netting. He said he understands how i nportant
the personal use fishery is to Joe Fishernman. The best possible
science is needed to manage this river for all user groups. A
scientist is sonmeone who uses inpeccable logic to analyze the
best available data. As a surgeon he had to strive to nmaintain
t hat standard. Wen new data becane available or results were
not perfect, he had to nodify his procedures accordingly. From
a lifetime of training he recognizes and celebrates good
practical scientists. M. Ruffner is an excellent scientist,
Dr. Schmdt said, and his thorough, inclusive, and community-
centered work at the Kenai Watershed Forum denonstrates both his
knowl edge and understanding of all fishing issues on the Kenai
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Peni nsul a. Because of this, M. Ruffner is very well qualified
to examne fish issues anywhere in the state. There cannot
possibly be a better candidate for the Board of Fisheries. \V/ g
Ruf fner is the best possible choice for making the best possible
decisions in an open and inclusive process.

1:51: 25 PM
BRI AN GABRI EL, Vice Myor, Cty of Kenai, reported that at its

April 1, 2015, neeting the Kenai City Council unani nously passed
Resol ution No. 2015-14 supporting the appointnment of M. Ruffner

to the Board of Fisheries. He read the resolution into the
commttee neeting record. The resolution noted the Gty of
Kenai is a fishing comunity and that comercial, sport,

personal wuse, and subsistence fisheries take place within the
city's nunicipal boundaries and shore-based fish processing
facilities are located within the city's municipal boundaries.
The resolution also noted it is vitally inportant that nenbers
of the Board of Fisheries manage fishery resources and habitat
for the benefit of all present and future Al askans. It further
stated that M. Ruffner has denonstrated exenplary |eadership in
buil ding consensus anong wdely diverse user groups and his
training as a scientist and statistician provides the basis for
sound deci si on-maki ng based on scientific anal ysis.

1:53: 00 PM

LI SA GABRIEL noted she has lived in the Kenai area for over 52
years and during that tinme she has been a sport, personal use,

and commercial fisher, all of which she still participates in
today. She expressed her support for M. Ruffner's confirmation
to the Board of Fisheries. Based upon her personal experience
in the board's process and her interaction with board nenbers,
she said she thinks M. Ruffner will bring a needed balance to
the process not based on his hone address but on his know edge
of fish and their habitat. She said M. Ruffner will be an

asset to the Board of Fisheries for all areas in the state. She
urged the committee nenbers to support his confirmation

1:54: 49 PM

RICK KOCH, City Mnager, Cty of Kenai, stated that within the
City of Kenai's nunicipal boundaries is a vibrant personal sport

fishing community benefitting nobst Al askans. Also within the
muni ci pal boundaries is a comercially guided sport fishing
i ndustry consisting of hundreds of professional guides. Duri ng

the three week personal use or dip net fishery, the shores and
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waters at the nmouth of the Kenai River are filled with as nany
as 15,000 people in a single day. Subsi stence fisheries also
takes place with the Cty of Kenai. The Cty of Kenai was, in
| arge part, spawned by the robust comercial fisheries of Cook
Inlet and it is the home port to many comrercial fishing boats
and five comercial fish processing facilities. H's intention
in telling the aforenentioned is to let the commttee know that
all the residents of the Cty of Kenai and the surrounding
central peninsula area are intimately involved with fishing

issues and have skin in the gane. The Kenai City Council
unani nously passed Resolution No. 2015-14 strongly supporting
M. Ruffner's appointnent to the Board of Fisheries. M.
Ruf fner's professional acconplishnments as executive director of
the Kenai Watershed Forum is inpressive. The city has worked
with M. Ruffner on a nunber of fishery and fishery-related
I Ssues. For exanple, M. Ruffner provided the w sdom
foresight, and | eadership to solve the hydrocarbon water quality
issue in the Kenai River. The river had been listed as an

inpaired water body by the U S. Environnmental Protection Agency
(EPA), but M. Ruffner's leadership resulted in the Kenai River
being renoved fromthe EPA's inpaired water body listing in two
years. This required his bringing together for a conmon purpose
the City of Kenai, City of Soldotna, the borough, state
agenci es, and various user groups. M. Koch related that he has
attended many neetings where a wide range of fishery interests
are represented and w thout exception, M. Ruffner's goals have
been based on what is in the best interest of the resource, not
an industry, not a specific user group, and not one based in a
geographical interest, and this is what the framers of Al aska's
constitution envisioned when creating the board process.

1: 57: 54 PM

CO CHAIR NAGEAK closed public testinony after ascertaining no
one el se wished to testify.

1:58: 48 PM
REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER noted that forwarding the nanme of any

individual to the joint legislative session for confirmation is
not a commtnent by any nenber of the conmittee to vote for or

agai nst that individual. He noved to forward the name of M.
Robert Ruffner to a joint legislative session for the purpose of
his confirmation to the Board of Fisheries. There being no

objection, M. Ruffner's nane was forwarded.

The conmttee took an at-ease from1:59 p.m to 2:01 p.m
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2:00: 43 PM
ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Resources Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 2:01 p. m
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