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BENJAM N BROWN, Appoi nt ee

Al aska Commerci al Fisheries Entry Conm ssion (CFEC)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: As an appointee to the Alaska Comrerci al
Fi sheries Entry Comm ssion, discussed his qualifications and
answer ed questi ons.

MARTI N LUNDEY

Sout heast Al aska Sei ners Associ ation

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of M. Ben Brown's re-
appointnment to the Al aska Comrercial Fisheries Entry Conmm ssion.

JAMES "DAVI D' JONES, Appoi ntee

Bi g Gane Conmercial Services Board

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: As an appointee to the Big Gane Conmercia
Services Board, discussed his qualifications and answered
guesti ons.

KELLY LEE VREM Appoi nt ee

Big Gane Commerci al Services Board

Sutton, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: As appointee to the Big Gane Commerci al
Services Board, di scussed his qualifications and answered
guesti ons.

SAM ROHRER, Presi dent

Al aska Professional Hunters Association

Kodi ak, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the re-appointnments
of M. Vrem and M. Jones to the Big Gane Commercial Services
Boar d.
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MARK RI CHARDS, Chair nman

Al aska Backcountry Hunters & Anglers

Pal mer, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of the re-appointnents
of M. Vrem and M. Jones to the Big Gane Conmercial Services
Boar d.

MS. ELAI NE BUSSE FLOYD, Director

Di vision of Environnmental Health

Depart ment of Environnmental Conservation

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing on HB 92, provided
opposition testinony and answered questions.

M NDY JULI AN

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing on HB 92, testified in
support.

DONNA FAULKNER

Hormer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing on HB 92, testified in
support.

ROSS MULLI NS

Cordova, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing on HB 92, testified in
support.

DAVI D OTTESQN, Busi ness Owner

Rai nbow Foods

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing on HB 92, testified in
support.

JAMES BARRETT

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing on HB 92, testified in
support.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:03: 19 PM

COCHAIR DAVID TALERICO called the House Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:03 p.m Representatives Seaton
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Josephson, Tarr, Hawker, Talerico, and Nageak were present at
the call to order. Representati ve Hawker and Herron arrived as
the nmeeting was in progress.

CONFI RMATI ON HEARI N&( S) :
Al aska Commerci al Fisheries Entry Commi ssion

1: 05: 00 PM

CO CHAI R TALERI CO announced that the first order of business is
the confirmation hearing of appointee, Benjamn Brown, to the
Al aska Commrerci al Fisheries Entry Conmm ssion.

1: 05:11 PM

BENJAM N BROW, Appointee, Al aska Commercial Fisheries Entry
Comm ssion (CFEC), advised he is a life-long resident of Al aska
and was first appointed to the Al aska Commercial Fisheries Entry
Conmi ssion by Governor Sean Parnell. He acknow edged the
current policy debate regarding the existence of the agency and
is prepared to speak to the duties of the conm ssion.

1: 07: 35 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, regarding the conm ssion continuing to
exist, inquired whether M. Brown foresees a legal conflict
should the legislature decide to roll the conmmssion into the
Departnent of Fish & Gane (ADF&S) . He asked whether there could
be a legal entanglement with M. Brown being appointed to a
four-year termand the comm ssion being term nated.

MR. BROM replied there is sone precedent on that issue, but he
hasn't researched it because he doesn't want to put the cart

before the horse. He expressed interest in assisting wth
restructuring CFEC in a nmanner that obviates the need for a
nmerge into ADF&G In the event the legislature and the CGovernor
enact legislation creating a nerger, thereby elimnating the
agency, there will be a transition period and he will nmanage it

in the best interests of the people of Al aska. He said he does
not expect four years on this job just because he is re-

confirmed to the position. He expects to perform well as |ong
as there is a job and does not believe he would have a vested
property interest in four vyears of enploynent should the

| egi slature elimnate the conm ssion.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON conmented that he wanted that cleared up
as things nove forward.
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MR. BROWN noted he is not planning to sue the state should the
conmi ssi on go away.

CO- CHAIR TALERI CO opened public testinony regarding M. Brown's
confirmation.

1: 10: 35 PM

MARTI N LUNDEY, Southeast Alaska Seiners Association (SASA),
offered SASA's support for M. Brown's re-appointnment to the

Al aska Conmercial Fisheries Entry Conmm ssion. He stated that
CFEC assists in determining the livelihood of thousands, and is
paid for by comrercial fishing nonies. The Sout heast Al aska

Sei ners Association is a comrercial fishing gear group with over
150 payi ng skippers and crew nenbers, as well as over 75 paying
busi ness nenbers. The association represents the interests of
roughly 1500 fishing men and wonen, famlies, and comrunities
t hroughout Sout heast Al aska and beyond in the sOla fishery. He
said the association supports the re-appointnent of M. Brown as
he offers particular experience, perspective, and job know how
enabling himto help conserve the fishery, and serve comerci al
fishing men and wonmen of this state in the best possible way.
He pointed out that M. Brown has a background in |aw and
practical |egal experience in having been on the other side of
maritime and fisheries law, thereby bringing proficiency and
wi sdom to the table when hel ping decide individual cases. The
CFEC conmm ssi oner positions operate in an independent and quasi -
judicial manner and are the suprene court of commerci al
fisheries, he remarked. He conveyed that SASA takes a dim view
of the portrayal of CFEC in sonme corners, and encouraged the
committee to listen to the nobst inportant voice for whom this
decision directly affects. He described the Southeast Al aska
Seiners Association as uniquely positioned to coment and
eval uate the performance of CFEC M. Brown carries on the
experience of past conmssioners, such as Frank Holnmn, Mary
McDowel |, and Peter Froehlich, he noted. He pointed out that
wi th buybacks on the horizon in Cook Inlet, Bristol Bay, and
Sout heast, Al aska needs M. Brown's conpetence and expertise as
he is very good at what he does. He explained that the limted
entry system was put in place many years ago and today it is a
system and resource that stands alone as the envy of the nation
and worl d. He advised that as a representative of the permt
hol ders who fund the Commercial Fisheries Entry Conm ssion and
pays the conm ssioners salaries, SASA supports M. Brown. He
encouraged the conmittee to confirm M. Brown and do all it can
to keep CFEC conpetent and i ndependent.
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1:14: 37 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON referred to M. Lundey's comrents that

CFEC is paid for by the permt conmunity. He noted that
fisheries sent a bill to the legislature, and he thought the
i ssue was cost savings for the state. He quiered whether M.

Lundey's was suggesting the state doesn't pay anything for CFEC
of any sort.

MR.  LUNDEY responded the nonies are paid through the fees
assessed from the permt holders, and the conmercial fishing
i ndustry. In a fishery like sOla, the Southeast Perse Seiner
Fishery, 315 permts pay approximtely $400,000 per year into
CFEC and, he pointed out, that is just one fishery.

CO- CHAI R TALERI CO cl osed public testinony.
1:16: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON stated M. Brown has perfornmed well on
CFEC because for a while it operated with only two conm ssioners
and they were able to reach deci sions.

1:16: 45 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER stated that the conmittee noving a nane
out of commttee to the joint session for confirmation does not
in any manner inply support, or Jlack of support, from an
i ndi vi dual or commtnment to vote for, or against, that
confirmation in that joint |egislative session. He noved that
the nane of Benjamn Brown be forwarded to a joint |egislative
session for the purpose of his confirmation for re-appointnent
to the Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Conm ssion. There
being no objection, the confirmation of Benjamn Brown was
advanced fromthe House Resources Standing Commttee.

The commttee took an at-ease from1:17 p.m to 1:20 p. m

Bi g Gane Commerci al Services Board

1: 20: 10 PM
CO- CHAI R TALERI CO announced that the next order of business is

the confirmation hearing of appointees, Janmes David Jones and
Kelly Lee Vremto the Big Gane Conmercial Services Board.
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1:20: 36 PM

JAMES "DAVID' JONES, Appointee, Big Gane Commercial Services
Board, testified he is a 35 year resident of Kodiak and this is
his second term on the Big Gane Commercial Services Board. He
offered a background in comercial fishing and as a commerci al
air taxi operator, with thousands of hours of flight time around
Kodi ak | sl and i nvol vi ng hunti ng and fishing renot e
transportation. Currently, he is a licensed big gane marine
transporter and operates a sport fish guiding operation with a
background in guiding, although it is not hunt guiding. He
brings a good perspective to the Big Gane Commercial Services
Board with his working expertise, and the know edge he obtai ned
during hi s first term he remar ked. Respondi ng to
Representative Seaton, M. Jones stated that his is to a narine
transporter seat.

1:23:22 PM

KELLY LEE VREM Appointee, Big Ganme Commercial Services Board

testified he is a registered (indisc.) Master QGuide, born and
raised in Eagle R ver, and received his first assistant guide
license in 1973. He offered he has attended the bulk of the Big
Ganme Commercial Services neetings, guide board neetings, and
| obbi ed when there wasn't a guide board in Juneau. He opi ned
with his background, historical perspective, and an interest to
further the profession, and as a board nenber knows he
represents guides and the best interests of the citizens of the
state. This is his second term he has gai ned knowl edge and is
becom ng nore effective with every neeting and is [|ooking
forward to the future, he posited. Responding to Representative
Seaton, he confirned he is applying for a seat designated for a
commercial guide and said he is one of the two big game guide
menbers on the board.

1:25:29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON asked whet her there should be reform of
big ganme hunting thereby dedicating guides to specific units
rat her than statew de.

MR. VREM responded that transporters are licensed on a statew de
basis, and guides are licensed in big nanagenent units that are
broken down into individual guide use areas.

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON asked M. Vremto repeat his answer.
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MR. VREM expl ained that a registered guide is allowed only three
gui de use areas, and a guide use area is a subsection of a gane
managenent unit. He explained that a registered guide nust pass
a know edge test before they are authorized to operate in the
gane managenent unit. Once the person is authorized within that
particul ar ganme managenent unit, they can apply for a guide use
area within that ganme nanagenent unit, he further explained. He
pointed out that there are approximately 222 guide use areas in
the state spread through 26 gane rmanagenent units, and
approximately half are federal areas and half are state areas.

1:27: 04 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON inquired whether reform is in order for
outfitters. He said his constituents conplain that the MG ath
area outfitters are essentially vacuumng out the area and
nmovi ng on. Whereas, M. Vrem and his colleagues protect the
resource, he asked whether this depiction was accurate.

MR. VREM responded yes, with sonme nuances. He surm sed that
Representative Herron was referring to transporters and
expl ained that in 1988-1990 the Senate instituted a task force
regarding guiding in Alaska, and it determned there are two
classifications of big gane commercial service providers in the
st at e. One was to provide solely for transportation and the
other was to provide guiding services. He remarked there were
| oopholes in the law and outfitters were acting as guides and
air taxi and marine transporters, so it was elimnated.
Currently, a person is either a guide or a transporter and
transporters are licensed for the entire state.

COCHAIR TALERICO opened public testinony regarding the
confirmations of M. Vremand M. Jones.

1: 29: 43 PM

SAM ROHRER, President, Al aska Professional Hunters Association,
of fered support of M. Vrem and M. Jones as President of the
Al aska Professional Hunters Association (APHA). He advised that
M. Vrem is currently the chair of the Big Gane Conmerci al
Services Board and is an excellent board nenber as he knows the
process and is highly regarded in the guiding industry. Wth
regard to M. Jones, APHA is in strong support of his re-
appointment to the board as he represents an often neglected
side of the transporter industry, that of a marine based
transporter. The association believes M. Jones is a thoughtful
and fair-mnded board nenber.
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1: 31: 29 PM

MARK RI CHARDS, Chairman, Alaska Backcountry Hunters & Anglers,
of fered support for M. Vremand M. Jones. He advised that his
organi zation attends Big Gane Comrercial Services Board neetings
and he has seen the two gentlenen in action. Al t hough they do
not al ways agree, they are both there to serve the public and to
of fer wunbiased opinions and his organization respects their
service to the board. He pointed out that M. Vrem was just re-
appointed as the chair and is qualified to take care of the many
i ssues before the board.

CO- CHAI R TALERI CO cl osed public testinony.
1:32: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER stated that forwarding the names of Kelly
Vrem and Janmes Jones to the joint |l|egislative session for
possi bl e confirmation does not reflect any intent by any nenber
of this conmttee to vote for, or against, the individuals at
that confirmation hearing. Representative Hawker noved to
forward the names of Kelly Lee Vrem and Janmes David Jones to a
joint legislative session for the purpose of confirmation of
their re-appointnent to the Big Gane Comnmercial Services Board.
There being no objection, the confirmation of Kelly Lee Vrem and
James David Jones are advanced from the House Resources Standing
Comm ttee.

The conmttee took an at-ease from1:33 p.m to 1:37 p.m

HB 92- LABEL GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED FOCD

1: 37: 05 PM

CO- CHAI R TALERI CO announced that the final order of business is
HOUSE BILL NO 92, "An Act relating to the labeling of food;
relating to the m sbranding of food; requiring |abeling of food
produced wth genetic engineering; and providing for an
effective date.”

1:37: 28 PM
REPRESENTATI VE TARR, as sponsor, introduced HB 92 and offered a
Power Poi nt presentation. Referring to slide 1, "Wiat is a GO, "

she advised that genetically nodified organisns (GVMXs) are
plants or animals created using the genetic material from two
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unr el ated speci es. She pointed out that people have |ong been
doing what is classified as "traditional breeding”" which is from
organisns of related species and it can be through nutation,
insertion, or deletion of genes. Addressing slide 2, she
advised that the FDA is reviewing an Aqua Bounty's genetically
nodi fied salnon application. The conpany would Ilike to
genetically nodify an Atlantic Chinook Salnmon (King) with the
genetic material from an Ocean Pout (an eel-like fish), thereby
causing a growh cycle for an extended period of tinme and
causing the salnon to grow to approximately four tines its
normal size. A facility on Prince Edward |sland would raise the
eggs and then ship them to South Anerica where they would be
grown and then sold for consunption in the United States,
thereby calling into question the process necessary to produce
this, along with econom c issues. She said people are concerned
because this would be the first tinme the federal governnent
allowed a genetically nodified aninal to be eaten for human
consunption. During a previous |egislative session a resolution
opposing the application of Aqua Bounty was co-sponsored by
al nost every nmenber of the |egislature.

1: 40: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR turned to slide 3, advising that a GVO in
the plant world is in two categories as a pesticide producer and
the Bacillus thurengiensis (Bt) exanple on slide 3, which is a
naturally occurring organism She explained that by inserting
it into the plant that wll be genetically engineered, it
actually functions to produce its own pesticide. "Roundup"” is a
commonly wused herbicide and a "Roundup-Ready" plant has been
genetically engineered resistant to that herbicide application

She pointed out that a person sprays Roundup cautiously around

their pl ants, but Roundup- Ready plants are genetically
engineered in a manner that the herbicide will no |onger Kkill
t he plant. Moving to slide 4, she addressed the comonpl ace of

GV>s and the concerns of people. In 1994 GV>s were approved by
the federal governnent and Monsanto recruited botanists fromthe
university where she was a botany student to work in its |abs.
She noted the general surprise of people that these products
were approved and have quickly overtaken the food system She
stressed that it is a "right to know' issue and people are being
conpletely left out of the process.

1:43: 07 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR di scussed slide 5, pointing out that many
food products contain sonme of the nost widely used GVO crops,
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such as, canola, <corn, cotton, soy, alfalfa, papaya, sugar
beets, zucchini and yellow summer squash, and apples. She
informed the commttee that canola, corn, soy, and sugar beets
are alnost exclusively GVWs, and are contained in famliar

packaged food products. On February 13, 2015, apples were
approved, and noted that during her student days was advised
this will address the food shortage problem and the products
wil | be genetically nodified for nutritional content.

Unfortunately, she renmarked, over the last 20 years they have
been genetically engineered with the Roundup-Ready feature, but
with apples, there is a non-browning apple feature that 1is
conpletely cosmetic with no nutritional content or flavor. The
concern is that the focus has not been on whether these food
products are heal t hy.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR noved to slide 6 regarding exanples of
Roundup- Ready GMOs and second-generation crops and noted there
is now a second generation of crops genetically engineered to
have nore than one trait of being Roundup-Ready, such as also
being resistant to another pest or herbicide. Drawing attention
to slide 7, she advised that efforts are taking place around the
world and the United States is not alone in calling for a ban of
t hese products or call for |abeling. She explained that the
United States and Canada are quite behind the curve relative to
other countries and, therefore, doing this in the United States
doesn't have to be such a big issue as nmany of the conpanies are
producing the same products and selling them in markets
requiring |abelling. Japan, Italy, and Hungary banned these
products and, unfortunately, wheat products from the United
States were shown to have sone genetic nodification. She said
that even though it was not approved for use in the United
States, it caused the Japanese market to suspend its inports of
United States crops. Therefore, not only are there the public's
right to know issues, but also international export issues, she
remar ked.

1:46: 20 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR referred to slide 8 and indicated |aws were
passed in Vernont, Mine and Connecticut requiring |abeling.
I nterestingly, she conmented, Connecticut's |aw goes into effect
when four other states have passed | aws. She pointed to the
issue that food manufacturers nmay decide they wll not sell
products in Alaska in that Alaska is a small state, with a snmal

popul ation, that grows very little of its own food, and has high
nunbers in purchasing outside. She suggested that Al aska may
consi der Connecticut's actions with the idea to get to critica
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mass in that a snall state doesn't carry the burden. She
pointed out that narrowy defeated citizen initiatives were
tried in California, Washington and Oregon, and in California

t he opposition conpani es spent approximtely $46 mllion, and in
Washi ngton spent approximately $20 nillion. This |egislation
offers people the right to know, and choices in food products,
she rel ated. She pointed to approximately 11 other states

considering right to know bills, and that over the last few
years approximately 30 states have considered sone neasure
related to | abeling genetically nodified food products.

1:48: 40 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR brought attention to slide 9, which depicts
the ingredient |abels that already appear on products. She said
a genetically nodified food products labeling initiative would
require an asterisk or a word. Fi sh processors have expressed
it could be costly for them as the conpanies order all of their
cans a year in advance, so when they place their next order they
coul d have the product | abel updated.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR referred to slide 10, and advi sed that under
the USDA standard for organic foods, organic products cannot
contain GMs. She pointed out that organic foods are costly and

out-of-reach for sone individuals and, therefore, it is
appropriate to call for an affordable and avail able standard for
everyone. She provided that conpanies voluntarily participate

in the non-GMO project, which is a third party verification
program and in that nanner the public is advised the conpany

of fers non-GVO products. She referred to slide 11, and noted
that the food availability issue is clearly economcs as, in
this world, a person will not go hungry if they have the neans

to purchase food, she renmarked.
1:51:49 PM
REPRESENTATI VE TARR drew attention to HB 92 and provided a

sectional analysis. She noted that |abeling under AS 17, Al aska
Food, Drug, and Cosnetic Act, and specifically AS 17.20.040

relates to msbranded foods. Section 1, of the bill provides
| abeling of foods wholly or partially produced with genetic
engi neeri ng, with certain exenptions. She noted that
Legislative Legal and Research Services |ooked at other states
thereby offering drafting uniformty in this process. She

pointed out that neat raised on genetically nodified corn feed
woul d not require GVO | abeling and described it as a conproni se
position for Alaska in that it is difficult to buy organic feed.
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She reiterated that the econom c inpact and food purchasing of
organi ¢ products has skyrocketed over the |ast decades. Peopl e
have a growing interest in this issue and HB 92 will allow the
devel opnent of new markets, she opined.

1: 53: 41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR expl ained that Section 2, adds a section to
the manner in which food is considered m sbranded, stating that
failure to conply wth GVO Ilabeling would be considered
m sbr andi ng. Section 3, exenpts retail sellers from conpliance
with labeling requirements unless the retailer produces or
manuf actures the food or markets the food under its own brand.
For exanple, she said, Fred Meyer has its own product |ine and
would be required to |abel [GVOs]. She remarked that there is
no penalty inposed on a retailer unknowingly selling a product
with genetically nodified ingredients, and noted there are no
civil or crimnal penalties in this statute. She pointed out
that in 2005, former Senator Kim Elton passed a bill regarding
m sl abel ing of genetically nodified fish so it was not included
in HB 92. Interestingly, she stated, no civil or crimnal
penalties are associated with failure to [label], but it does
exist in the Al aska Food, Drug, and Cosnetic Act in the case of
food pantries, food banks, and liability regarding resultant
si ckness from f ood.

1:55: 27 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR noved to Section 4, and advised it adds
definitions for genetically nodified fish and fish products, as
well as definitions for processed food and raw agricultural
cormmodities. Section 5, repeals previous provisions of the food
m sbranding statute, and Section 6, provides for an effective
date of January 1, 2016, she said.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR advi sed her presentation addressed questions
from Representative Hawker regarding civil and crimnal penalty
i ssues, and fish i ssues addr essed in Senat or Elton's
legislation, and the effective date. She suggested the
committee act with caution on these products and pointed to a
recent New York Tinmes editorial on the issue of GVO food
products including whether GMOs are safe or not. She admtted
she cannot say whether GMOs are unsafe as not enough information
is available, and nore studies are called for. Many st udies
were short term and the research was provided by the conpanies
t hensel ves, and not a third party or verified. She related that
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the scientific world does the best it can with what it knows,
and is | earning new things every day.

1:57:14 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR pointed to a March 20, [2015], International
Agency for Research on Cancer re-evaluated research on
gl yphosat e, and reclassified it as a [probable] human
car ci nogen. @ yphosate is the main chem cal in Roundup and the
Roundup- Ready plants grown, which the New York Tines editorial

speaks to. She explained that glyphosate currently has the
hi ghest gl obal production volune of all herbicides with mllions
and mllions of pounds of this herbicide wused annually,

i ncluding Roundup-Ready plants. She again referred to the
editorial and noted it speaks to the idea of "precautionary
principle” which is why other countries, in addition to
requiring |abeling, have banned sonme of the GVO crops.

Representative Tarr reiterated that people have the right to
know, and |abeling should be required of conpanies in that

consuners have a choice in selecting whether they want to eat

t hat product, or not.

1: 59: 07 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON offered that the correct scientific term
is transgenic and asked whether it is in the bill.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR replied that it is not as people commonly
refer to genetically nodified organisns as GMOs. She offered to
speak wth Legislative Legal and Research Services to determ ne
whet her they think it would be an issue.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON offered that he is concerned about these
products, and quiered whether the legislation could include an
exanple of genetically nodified corn that is engineered to
produce pesticides in its own tissue. Cenetically nodified corn
is regulated by the EPA as an insecticide, but 1is sold
unl abel ed. He related that the issue is disconcerting and
agrees with the |abeling aspect. He referred to non-GMO third
party labeling in that, he cautioned, it happened at the Al aska
Seaf ood Marketing Institute (ASM) with the Marine Stewardship
Council (MsSC) labeling as when a conpany did not receive its
approval, the conpany received an "unfortunate" | abel. He
described it as blackmailing everyone, "give us a fee and then
we'll give you the stanps.”

2:01: 26 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE TARR conveyed that a food product being eaten is
actually classified by the federal governnent as an insecticide
because it produces its own pesticide and many believe a step
should be taken back when considering health problens. She
related that testing is not performed on humans as it 1is
considered wunethical and, therefore, cannot be said it is
causation. She suggested that studies considering |long-term
i npacts on health problens should be tracked over a |ong period
of time, including evaluating life styles, and different
circunstances to determne the correlations. She offered that
in reviewing incidences of colon cancers and other digestive
di sorders, they track with the introduction of GV over the
last 20 years, thereby claimng a correlation of increasing
rates of sone of those problens.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR stated that Representative Herron's point
underscores the need for a standard applied to everyone in that
a third party was able to change the rules and exclude people.
She advised that the push with this legislation is to create a
standard applied evenly to everyone and causing a higher |[evel
of confidence. She indicated that to date approximately 2000
Al askans from all over the state have contacted her office,
participated in events, and expressed support nostly from the
consuner right to know standpoint.

2:04: 23 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON asked where in the legislation the
enf orcement provisions are | ocat ed.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR responded that enforcenment staff 1is not
envi sioned, and there are no specific enforcenent [provisions].
She related that yearly food safety inspections are perforned by
a limted staff on a few facilities so it noved to a voluntary
online reporting system Until the tine the state could take it
on, she suggested standards, as it is an evolving process.

2: 05: 14 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON quiered whether there are studies
showi ng correl ations between food allergies or sensitivities and
consunption of GVO foods.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR answered that currently there are ongoing

human health inpact studies and the difficulty is that science
requires an extended period of tine. She noted that the best
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evidence is with regard to farm workers in the substantial
agricultural area of Central California where individuals are

exposed and isolated in a nmanner others are not. The Human
Genone Project, she expl ained, was conpleted not long ago and is
the reference library to genetic material. It is [an

international scientific research project] researching different
genetic markers and identifying genes that can be inpacted,
turned on, or turn off. She advised that the Wrld Health
Organi zation Report on dyphosate read that glyphosate also
caused DNA and chronpsormal danmage in human cells, although the

negative results is in tests using bacteria. One study on
community residents reported increases in blood nmarkers of
chr onosonal damage, t he macr onucl ei , after gl yphosat e

formul ati ons were sprayed nearby. She presunes that correl ation
research is generally the best as tests are not perforned on
humans.

2:07:26 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAVWKER referred to slide 11, "W Do Not Need
Monsant o, " and asked whether this bill is an attack on Mnsant o.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR advised that some could characterize
Monsanto as one of a handful of nain conpanies producing these
products and, in that sense, Mnsanto has been identifi ed. She
pointed out that Monsanto has been the npbst outspoken and is
probably the main target for folks opposed to the products
al t oget her.

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER surmsed that this is an attack on
Monsant o.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR characterized the slide as concern relating
to Monsanto's food production and whether the products are safe
and healthy for human consunption and the environnent.

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER referred to the politicized material in
Representative Tarr's handouts and, he noted, with no valid
scientific research docunentation regarding a proven health
concern to the degree Representative Tarr i nsinuates.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR responded that the legislation is the
beginning of a conversation and that many people share
Representati ve Hawker's position. She pointed out that she is
not stating wth certainty that GVOs are unsafe products, but
supports the position that consuners have a right to know
allowing them to make choices. She rem nded the commttee of
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the issue regarding growh hornones used in mlk, and under AS
17.20.013 hornmone |abeling is required for mlk products. She
remarked that the issues are four decades old in federal
agencies regulating these products. Hi storically, the Cuyahoga
Ri ver spontaneously catching on fire due to chem cals pronpted
the creation of those agencies, including the idea that dilution
is the solution to pollution. She noted that part of Chio is
referred to as a "cancer belt,” due to high incidences of
cancer. A law passed in 1996, "The Food Quality Protection Act"
(FQPA), read that the EPA had to retest a l|arge nunber of
chem cals and used children as the benchmark for safety. During
retesting a chemcal called chloripyrifos was discovered and
banned as it was found to be a neuro-toxin that caused
neurol ogical problenms in children. Interestingly, the prior
year it was wdely wused chemcal of 11,000,000 pounds, she
st at ed.

2:11: 02 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON said he was rem nded of G egor Johann
Mendel and the nelding of colors of tulips to form new types of
tulips. He asked how GMOs go beyond anything Dr. Mendel did
t hat causes concern.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR inforned Representative Josephson that GVOs
are the unrelated species causing concern, and not the
traditional breeding where varieties are chosen due to the
colors, size, or flavor.

2:12: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON surmnmised that HB 92 is not saying Mnsanto
cannot nmake products, but is saying GMOs nmust be | abel ed thereby
all ow ng people opposed to genetically nodified products the
ability to know and purchase products they desire.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR replied correct.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON, regarding the issue of no enforcenent,
asked whether misbranding/mslabeling is someone know ngly
| abeling something falsely, and it would be the sanme kind of
state enforcenent of fraud for any other m slabeling. For
exanple, selling a Ford as a BMN would be the sane type of
action required if a person know ngly changi ng sonet hi ng.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR responded yes, and noted a person could
pursue legal action on that sanme matter. She advised the
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immunity portion applies to retail sales and sonething
unknowi ngl y happeni ng.

2:13:38 PM

CO CHAI R NACEAK expressed nore concern regarding Franken-fish
than GMOs, and that the discussion of Franken-fish norphed into

GV>s in general. He opined that people should not worry about
other things and instead continue its concerns wth Franken-
fish. He indicated it is the federal governnment's purview

regarding labeling foods that are either bad for a person or
changed in some nanner.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR rem nded the commttee that a resolution was

passed expressing the legislature's opposition to that
application, and she recently followed up with the FDA on that
i ssue. Senator Lisa Mirkowski is a continuing |eader on the
Franken-fish 1issue and 1is offering bipartisan |egislation
requiring |abeling on Franken-fish. She related that the hope
is that state action will inspire federal action when it sees

enough states considering this issue, but there is a concern of
a del ay of several years.

2:16: 57 PM

M5. ELAINE BUSSE FLOYD, Director, Division of Environnental
Health, Department of Environnmental Conservation, said the
gquestions regardi ng enforcenent would require regulation
revisions by the division and add a new universe of work
incorporating the bill. She stated there is no reliable manner
to determne the nunber of operations currently exenpt from the
regul ations that would need to neet the GV |abeling
requi renents. She explained that processors and permts subject
to this include: 175 food processors not including bottled
beverages, water, or ice, and 470 seafood processing permts,
and appr oxi mat el y 520 permts coded as retail f ood
establ i shnents, and 13 food banks. Her concern is that the
scope of this would be very large as nost of the food sold at
retail is outside of the departnent's regulated conmunity, so
the scope of its regulated comunity woul d expand.

2:19: 04 PM
M5. FLOYD advi sed Representative Hawker she is the Director of

t he Di vi si on of Envi ronnment al Heal t h, Depart nment of
Envi ronnent al Conservati on.
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REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER requested Ms. Floyd's personal opinion, in
her capacity at the Division of Environnmental Health, as to
whether there is a real and material risk to the health and
safety of Alaskans if HB 92 fails to pass.

M5. FLOYD responded that she "absolutely" does not find that
genetically nodified foods ... that labeling is required for
public health. She reiterated that if people want foods they
know are not genetically nodified, the organic |abel already
exi sts. Beyond that, she said, the FDA has only required
| abeling of genetically nodified foods if the food is
significantly different than what consuners woul d expect of that
f ood.

2:21:08 PM

CO- CHAIR NAGEAK pointed to the concern years ago, regarding
sugar, and noted that artificial sweeteners were substituted,
and then artificial sweeteners were found to be bad, and
currently labeling of the artificial sweeteners is required. He
opi ned that the people do not know what to trust or expect from
artificial ingredients as they |ater discover those ingredients
cause probl ens.

2:22: 38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE  SEATON agreed with Co-Chair Nageak that
artificial sweeteners are bad and if there is no labeling, a

person will not know whether the artificial sweeteners are
present. He opined that the purpose of HB 92, is to Iist
products genetically nodified and the consunmer wll know what
ingredients are in a product. The | egislature |ooked at the

problems wth Franken-fish as there could be an econom c inpact
for Al aska. He said the |egislature does not know what happens
when inserting genes from one fish into another fish that is
grow ng and reproducing at different rates and sizes, and it
does not know the effect it will have on children eating that
fish. He agrees consuners should know what they are buying in
order to decide whether the governnment told the people a good
story, or decide that [consuming GMXs] is not the thing to do.

2:24:11 PM
REPRESENTATI VE JOSEPHSON brought wup the history of putting

cocaine in coca cola, and snoking packs of cigarettes that are
beni gn and harmn ess. He remarked that with the history of the
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twentieth century, people <cone to this issue wth that
background and it is an inportant factor to consider.

2:24:41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON surm sed that the proposed legislation is
requiring |l abeling of genetically manufactured crops. He asked
whet her there are safe GMOs, and whether all have a danger in
t hem

REPRESENTATI VE TARR answered that the GVO crops in question
underwent short term studies for approval, and the studies have
shown adverse health inpacts on test aninals, |aboratory rats

She pointed out that people advocate precaution due to the
nunber of health problenms experienced and whether it is due to
the food they eat. She enphasized this is a continuing
conversation as not all of the answers are avail able today. She
remar ked that the nopst recent announcenent underscores the point
that science does the best it can with what it knows while
continuing research. She indicated a reason for concern is that
products, such as glyphosate with mllion and mllions of pounds
used annually, was re-evaluated to reveal it is a probable
car ci nogen based on sci ence.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON observed the title of the bill, "...
requiring labeling of food produced with genetic engineering

." asked whether all genetically engineering is harnful as the
federal government has approved food technologies that are
substantially equivalent to their conventional counterparts in
terms of safety. He questioned whether genetically engineered
has to be under this requirement, or should the legislature
identify genetically engineered products known to contain
pesti ci des. He asked whether genetic engineering is inherently
bad.

REPRESENTATI VE  TARR replied she would not make  that
characterization as there are exanples such as insulin therapy
for diabetic individuals, but in this case there is a right to
know as people do not know whether the products are safe. She
conveyed that she has never seen such an overwhel m ng response
to a topic in that many individuals are calling for the
fundanental right to know, and nany people are convinced GV
are absolutely unsafe. She pointed to the discussion regarding
organics and reiterated that it is not a financial reality for
everyone.

2:28: 53 PM
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CO CHAI R TALERI CO opened public testinmony on HB 92.
2:29: 30 PM
M NDY JULI AN said she perfornmed extensive research on GVs, and

after two years of hard work this legislation is before the
| egi sl ature. She opined that Al askans have a right to know t hat

there are dangers to GM3s. Al t hough, she noted, generic
engineering is not inherently bad as there are good elenents,
but streamlining things into the marketplace for f ood

consunption w thout adequate testing is. She advi sed that GVOs
were entered into the food supply with mnimal testing perfornmed
and no outside research on that testing. She indicated that it
is known al nost every food product at some |evel of testing has
under gone genetic nodification. She said a person can research
carrots being tested for sonmething, which s inherently
dangerous in nodifying and through DNA change the public's food
supply. Under the USDA rules, organic is only required to be 95
percent GVO free. She expressed that |abeling allows the public

to have a choice and described Alaskans as inherently
i ndependent, extrenme, and living on the edge because it is an
extrene environment. She conveyed that several states have

passed | abeling | aws and Al aska woul d be proud to follow suit.
2: 33: 04 PM

DONNA FAULKNER said she and her husband operate Cceansi de Farns
and grow food organically, but are not able to wite organic
food on their products as becomng a certified organic farmis
very costly in Al aska. She pointed out that in ternms of
| abeling, it doesn't help organic farmers in Alaska and people
shoul d know their farnmers, farm and eat |ocally. She remar ked
that GVO foods potentially pose bad health risks for everyone,
and would like the right to know what is in her food at the cash
register. She said as a farner and former biology teacher, GVs
are not good. People are entitled to a safe food supply and the
right to make good choi ces. She asked for support in |abeling
and a person's right to know.

2:35:42 PM

ROSS MILLINS said he supports HB 92, and addressed
Representative Hawker's attitude toward Mnsanto and described
it as defensive about big business. He referred to a Mnsanto
product, "Agent Orange" used during the Vietnam War was thought
to be safe, but is known to cause cancer in many Vietnam
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vet er ans. He addressed Co-Chair Nageak's coments about

"Franken-fish" which is a GMVO product. When that issue is
converted to food crops it's the sane issue in that Mther
Nat ure has had her bag of tools in place for mllions of years

to provide a healthy eco system for human beings. He objects to
bi g business domi nating the food business through manufacturing
products unknown in nature, which is a long term debate noving
into the future. He offered that Mnsanto is attenpting to
capture the market on seed production in that it provided free
GVD seeds to African countries with the assurance of greater

productivity. He pointed out that countries have finally
rejected the seed as it deprived them of the ability to collect
seeds from their mature crops to replant the next year. There

are thousands of lawsuits in America with small farnmers and
fields adjacent to planted Monsanto GMO corn who are not all owed
to use their own seed corn for harvesting seeds to replant the
next vyear. He stated those farnmers are forced by Mnsanto and
these lawsuits to buy seeds from Monsanto. He described this as
extrenely objectionable and an inposition on the freedom of
choi ce Anerican consuners have always had. He characterized the
nodest step of GVO labeling as an issue of freedom of choice,
and Al aska should get on board with states awaiting support
nati onw de.

2:39: 56 PM

CO-CHAIR NACEAK clarified that the GV Franken-fish hasn't
arrived in Al aska and said Al aska doesn't want it here.

MR. MILLINS stated that currently the wild fish reputation is
intact and agrees with the depiction that Franken-fish would be
a disastrous harm to Al aska sal non. He pointed out that farned
fish are bad enough.

2:41:18 PM

DAVI D OTTESQON, Busi ness  Owner, Rai nbow Foods, began by
explaining that HB 92 would be bad for his business as he sells
organi ¢ food. He advised his personal stake in this is because
genetically nodified foods are fundanentally different than

anyt hing produced prior. The discussion is not only about
different species, but actually genetic boundaries between
di fferent kingdons such as, inserting the gene of a scorpion

into a tomato. He defined these actions as objectionable on an
ethical and noral |evel as the consunmer has a right to know, and
| abeling food products offers the consuner the ability to
determine whether it wll, or wll not, be consuned. He
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enphasi zed the consuner's right to know, and sunmed it up as
transparency in food products. Monsanto has mllions and
mllions of dollars it could use in advertising the benefits of
GMs, so what is it afraid of, he queried. He pointed out that
HB 92 is tal king about |abeling GVOs, not banning them

2:43: 15 PM

JAMES BARRETT said he supports |abeling genetically nodified
f oods. He offered that if an apple is nodified to be
neoni cot i noi d i nsecticide resi stant, when i ngest ed t he
neoni cotinoid kills good bacteria assisting in digesting
nutrients necessary in a person's body. He related his desire
that his daughter and other [young] Al askans grow up with the
ability to know what they are buying. In order to be inforned

and educated, Al askans can lead on this issue and start |abeling
t hese products now, he expressed.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR pointed out that M. Barrett's letter was
received just prior the commttee hearing and it was given to
the conmttee aide.

2:45:42 PM
CO- CHAI R TALERI CO cl osed public testinony.
2:45: 48 PM

CO-CHAIR NAGEAK referred to his ongoing health problens,
including food allergies, and he stated it is his responsibility
to evaluate each ingredient in every food product he buys, and
the sane with each person

2:47: 49 PM

COCHAIR TALERICO referred to Representative Tarr's notation
that Al aska's population of 735,000 is a large driver for the
State of Alaska and, he noted, possibly putting Western states
t oget her. He said he appreciates that Al aska is "nobody's main
sales hub" in the Wst and, therefore, the conpanies nay decide
it would be easier to just drop Al aska fromthe supply chain and
surm sed Representative Tarr would work on the issues.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR responded that her desire is to strike a
balance in that conpanies are confortable and it is not too
i mpactful for businesses in Al aska. She pointed out that wth
many consumer products, what happens in California basically
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happens for all of the states as many of the products are
prepared in California and sent to Al aska. She remarked that
there could be value in a requirenent, as with Connecticut, when
any other four other states pass their |laws the Connecticut |aw
goes into effect. She expressed that she is very open to
suggesti ons.

CO CHAI R TALERI CO hel d over HB 92.
2:50: 38 PM
ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Resources Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 2:50 p. m
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