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VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve Paul Seaton, Chair
Representative Liz Vazquez, Vice Chair
Representati ve Neal Foster
Representative Louise Stutes
Representative David Tal erico
Representative Geran Tarr

Represent ati ve Adam Wol

MEMBERS ABSENT
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OTHER LEQ SLATORS PRESENT
Senat or M ke Dunl eavy
COW TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 72(L&C)

"An Act relating to the discharge of patients from hospitals and
to caregivers of patients after discharge from a hospital; and
providing for an effective date."

- MOVED CSSB 72(L&C) OQUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 89(RLS) AM (EFD ADD)

"An Act relating to a parent's right to direct the education of
a child; prohibiting a school district from contracting with an
abortion services provider; prohibiting a school district from
allowing an abortion services provider to furnish course
materials or provide instruction concerning sexuality or
sexually transmtted diseases; relating to physical exam nations
for teachers; and providing for an effective date.”

- FAI LED TO MOVE OUT OF COMM TTEE
CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG( S)

St at e Medi cal Board
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Steven Crai g Hunphreys - Sol dotna, Al aska

- CONFI RVATI ON(S) ADVANCED

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: SB 72

SHORT TI TLE: DESI GNATED CAREG VERS FOR PATI ENTS

SPONSOR( s) :

03/ 11/ 15
03/ 11/ 15
04/ 10/ 15
04/ 10/ 15
04/ 10/ 15
02/ 01/ 16
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02/ 01/ 16
02/ 03/ 16
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BILL: SB 89

(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)

SENATOR(s) G ESSEL

READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
HSS, L&C

HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

Heard & Hel d

M NUTE ( HSS)

HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

Moved CSSB 72(HSS) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE ( HSS)

HSS RPT CS 2DP 2NR NEW Tl TLE

DP. G ESSEL, STOLTZE

NR: STEDMAN, ELLIS

L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 ( TSBI dg)
Heard & Hel d

M NUTE (L&C)

L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 105 ( TSBI dg)
Moved CSSB 72(L&C) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE (L&C)

L&C RPT CS 4DP NEW Tl TLE

DP: COSTELLO, G ESSEL, MEYER, STEVENS
TRANSM TTED TO (H)

VERSI ON:  CSSB 72( L&O)

READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
HSS

HSS AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

Heard & Hel d

M NUTE ( HSS)

HSS AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

SHORT TI TLE: SCHOOLS: PARENT RTS; ABORT. PROVDRS LIM TS

SPONSOR( s) :

03/ 25/ 15
03/ 25/ 15
03/ 31/ 15
03/ 31/ 15
04/ 02/ 15
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SENATOR(s) DUNLEAVY

READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
EDC, STA

EDC AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
Schedul ed but Not Heard

EDC AT 3:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
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04/ 02/ 15
04/ 02/ 15
04/ 07/ 15
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04/ 07/ 15
04/ 09/ 15
04/ 09/ 15
04/ 09/ 15
04/ 09/ 15
04/ 09/ 15
04/ 10/ 15
04/ 10/ 15
04/ 10/ 15
04/ 14/ 15
04/ 14/ 15
04/ 14/ 15
04/ 15/ 15
04/ 15/ 15
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02/ 29/ 16
02/ 29/ 16
03/ 04/ 16
03/ 04/ 16
03/ 14/ 16
03/ 14/ 16
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03/ 21/ 16
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Heard & Held

M NUTE ( EDC)

EDC AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

Heard & Held

M NUTE ( EDC)

STA AT 9: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
<Pendi ng Referral >

EDC AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

Moved CSSB 89(EDC) Qut of Commttee
M NUTE ( EDC)

EDC RPT CS 3DP 1DNP NEW TI TLE

DP: DUNLEAVY, G ESSEL, HUGGE NS
DNP: GARDNER

STA AT 8: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
Heard & Held

M NUTE ( STA)

STA RPT CS 3DP 1AM NEW TI TLE

DP: STOLTZE, COCHI LL, HUGA NS

AM W ELECHOWSK

STA AT 8: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
Moved CSSB 89( STA) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE ( STA)

RLS RPT CS 4DP 1DNP NEW TI TLE

DP: HUGE NS, COCHI LL, KELLY, MEYER
DNP:  GARDNER

Bl LL REPRI NTED 2/ 24/ 16

RLS AT 8: 00 AM BUTROVI CH 205
Moved CSSB 89(RLS) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE (RLS)

TRANSM TTED TO (H)

VERSI ON:  CSSB 89(RLS) AM ( EFD ADD)
READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
EDC, JUD

EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

Heard & Held

M NUTE ( EDC)

JUD REFERRAL REMOVED

HSS REFERRAL ADDED AFTER EDC

EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

Heard & Held

M NUTE ( EDC)

EDC AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 106

Moved HCS CSSB 89(EDC) CQut of Committee

M NUTE ( EDC)
EDC RPT HCS (EDC) 4DP 2DNP 1NR

DP: VAZQUEZ, TALERI CO, COLVER, KELLER

DNP: DRUMMOND, SPOHNHOLZ
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03/ 24/ 16 (H) NR. SEATON

04/ 07/ 16 (H) HSS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106
04/ 07/ 16 (H) Heard & Hel d

04/ 07/ 16 (H) M NUTE ( HSS)

04/ 12/ 16 (H HSS AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

JANE CONWAY, Staff

Senator Cathy G essel

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions during the hearing of SB
72, on behal f of Senator G essel, prine sponsor

JOE MCLAUGHLIN, MD, MPH, Chief and State Epidem ol ogi st

Section of Epidem ol ogy

Di vision of Public Health

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TION STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, answered
guesti ons.

MOLLY ROSI ER, Manager

Chil d and Adol escent Health Unit

Wnen's, Children's, Famly, Health Section

Di vision of Public Health

Departnent of Health and Social Services

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, discussed
health information regarding the teen birth rate in Al aska.

JUDY ANDREE

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
opposition to the | egislation.

TYLER MORGAN, St udent

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, discussed
educati ng teen-agers.

JAYNE ANDREEN

Al aska Public Health Association
Al aska Wnen's Lobby

Juneau, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

LI SA LAGUQUI ST

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

KYLER ROMVE, Seni or

Thunder Mountai n H gh School
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

ANALI Cl A CASTANEDA, Seni or
Thunder Muntai n H gh School
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

TASHA ELI ZARDE, Juni or

Juneau- Dougl as Hi gh School
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

DEANNA HOBBS, Seni or

Thunder Mountain H gh School
Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

CAROLI NE STORM

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

CHRI STOPHER KURKA, Director

Al aska Right to Life

Unknown Locati on

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
support of the |egislation.

DOUG KCESTER

hear i

hear i

hear i

hear i

heari

heari

heari

heari

Kachemak Bay Fam |y Planning Cinic

Honmer, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

ARLENE RONDA
Honmer, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the

opposition to the two anendnents.

ED GRAY

Sitka, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
support of the |egislation.

JULI E STRCEMER

Sitka, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
support of the |egislation.

ANN BI LLS

Sitka, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
support of the |egislation.

CANDY M LLER

Wasi |l a, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
support of the |egislation.

BARBARA HANEY

North Pol e, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
support of the |egislation.

DAVE CARTER, Attorney

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

MO RA PYHALA

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the |egislation.

DAVI D NEES
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the
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KATHY CRONEN

G rdwood, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

KRI STEN DEHAVEN, Juni or

Hi ghl and Tech Charter School
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

HENRY SCHI LDBECK, Seni or

Hi ghl and Tech Charter School
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

LILY SPI ROSKI, N nth G ader

H ghl and Tech Charter School
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

CLEO SVEETMAN, Juni or

H ghl and Tech Charter School
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the |egislation.

TANNER DUNN, Seni or

Hi ghl and Tech Charter School
Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the |egislation.

ROBIN SM TH
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified during the

KENNI PSENAK- LI NDEN
Pal mer, Al aska

hear i

hear i

hear i

heari

heari

heari

ng

ng

ng

ng

ng

ng

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing

opposition to the | egislation.

NI AL LI NDEN
Pal mer, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

PAI GE HODSON

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

SHERI DELI N, Juni or

Hi ghl and Tech Charter School
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

JACOB GRI GGS, Seni or

H ghl and Tech Charter School
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

ZHENI A PETERSON

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

CAROLI NE AHRENS

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

M CAH PERI ON, Seni or

Hi ghl and Tec Charter School
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the
opposition to the | egislation.

hear i

hear i

hear i

hear i

hear i

hear i

hear i

JESSI CA CLER, Public Affairs Manager
Great Northwest and Hawaii Pl anned Par ent hood

Anchor age, Al aska

ng

ng

ng

ng

ng

ng

ng

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing

opposition to the | egislation.

MATHEW FARI NA, Seni or
Uni versity of Al aska, Anchorage
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing

opposition to the | egislation.
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SAMANTHA SAVAGE, Seni or

University of Al aska Fairbanks

Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
opposition to the |egislation.

LANCE ROBERTS

Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
support of the |egislation.

VH TNEY W GREN

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
support of the |egislation.

STEVEN CRAI G HUMPHREYS, M D

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: As appointee to the position of the Al aska
St ate Medi cal Board, discussed his qualifications.

CHRI STIN M LLER

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
support of the |egislation.

PAVELA SAMASH

Right to Life, Interior Al aska

Nenana, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
support of the |egislation.

ALETA GEER

Nenana, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
support of the |egislation.

BUTCH MOORE

Bi g Lake, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
opposition to the |egislation.

PAM GOODE

Del t ana, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
support of the |egislation.
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CATHY d RARD
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of

opposition to the | egislation.

ERI C GLATT, Attorney

American Civil Liberties Union of Al aska

Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the heari
opposition to the | egislation.

JAVES SQUYRES

Del tana, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the heari
support of the |egislation.

DEENA M TCHELL

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the heari
opposition to the | egislation.

CAROL CARMEN

Pal mer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the heari
support of the |egislation.

KAREN PERRY

Chugi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the heari
support of the |egislation.

W LLI AM DEATON, Ei ghth Grade Student
Cor dova Juni or/ Seni or H gh School
Cordova, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the heari
support of the |egislation.

TOM BRAUND

Sutton, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the heari
support of the |egislation.

MARCI HAVKI NS

Sutton, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the heari
opposition to the | egislation.
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GRETCHEN NELSON

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified in
opposition to the | egislation.

PAUL D. KENDALL
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the hearing of SB 89, testified.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
3:04: 23 PM

CHAI R PAUL SEATON called the House Health and Social Services
St andi ng Commttee nmeeti ng to or der at 3.04 p. m
Representatives Seaton, Vazquez, Tarr, Stutes, Talerico, and
Foster were present at the call to order. Representative Wol
arrived as the neeting was in progress.

SB 72- DESI GNATED CAREGQ VERS FOR PATI ENTS

3:05:54 PM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the first order of business would be
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 72(L& ), "An Act relating to the
di scharge of patients from hospitals and to caregivers of
patients after discharge from a hospital; and providing for an
effective date.”

3:06: 21 PM

JANE CONVAY, Staff, Senator Cathy G essel, Al aska State
Legi slature, on behalf of Senator G essel, prinme sponsor of SB
72, noted that during the last hearing a question was asked
about how SB 72  bill interacts wth nursing rules and
gui del i nes. She said the Nurse Practice Act doesn't allow
teaching specific things to other paid wrkers, such as
energency nedical technicians (EMIs) or paranedics. However,
there is nothing that would keep nurses from providing aftercare
instruction to an unpaid designated l|lay caregiver involving a
di scharge pl an, she said.

M5. CONVAY related that there had been sone confusi on about the

bill being placed under Article 4; however, she advised that it
is actually under a new Article 5, Chapter 18.20. Hospitals and
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nur si ng. She further advised that the definition of hospita
has been resol ved.

3:07:48 PM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ noved to report CSSB 72 (L& out of
coommittee wth individual recomendations and attached zero
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSSB 72(L&0) was
reported from the House Health and Social Services Standing
Comm ttee.

3:08: 26 PM
The commttee took an at-ease from3:08 p.m to 3:10 p. m

SB 89- SCHOCOLS: PARENT RTS; ABORT. PROVDRS LIM TS

3:10: 27 PM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the next order of business would be
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 89(RLS) anm(efd add), "An Act relating to
a parent's right to direct the education of a child; prohibiting
a school district from contracting with an abortion services
provider; prohibiting a school district from allowing an
abortion services provider to furnish course materials or
provide instruction concerning sexuality or sexually transmtted
di seases; relating to physical examnations for teachers; and
providing for an effective date."

CHAI R SEATON rem nded the nenbers that during the |ast neeting
the commttee received testinony from the sponsor, his office
staff, a limted anount of public testinony, quite a bit of
witten testinony, and sone calls to his office. He advised
that testinony would begin today with the state epidem ol ogi st
and to look at some of the Departnent of Health and Soci al
Services' considerations on this bill.

3:11: 06 PM
JOE MCLAUGHLIN, M D., Chief and State Epidem ol ogist, Section of
Epi dem ol ogy, Division of Public Health, Departnment of Health
and Social Services (DHSS), said he was available to answer
guesti ons.

CHAI R SEATON asked Dr. MlLaughlin to |ead the commttee through
information on epidemology and sexually transmtted diseases,

HOUSE HSS COW TTEE -12- April 12, 2016



teen pregnancies and, in the doctor's opinion, how it relates to
educati on on those issues.

DR.  MCLAUGHLIN responded that Alaska has the wunfortunate
distinction of having one of the highest STD rates in the
country. Historically over the |ast decade and one-half, Al aska
has been nunber one or tw in the country for chlanydia
infection, and in the past six to seven years Al aska has been in
the top ten for gonorrhea infection. He offered that chlanydia
is the nost commonly reported sexually transmtted bacteria in
the United States, and untreated chlanydia infection can cause a
nunber of adverse problenms down the road, which includes
m scarriage, pre-term |abor, low birth rate, conjunctivitis and
pneunonia in neo-nates, pelvic inflamatory disease which can
cause infertility in wonen, chronic pelvic pain, and problens in

men as well. As for gonorrhea infection, it can also lead to
many of the sanme problens faced wth chlanydia infection,
including pelvic inflammatory disease that can lead to

infertility in women which is a major problem for these wonen
He offered that Mdlly Rosier was available to answer questions
regarding birth rates.

3:13:34 PM

CHAIR SEATON noted that Dr. MlLaughlin had provided the
cormittee with a nunber of charts and graphs with public health
data and asked whether education on these matters aids in the
reduction of rates, and the rates in areas where education is
stressed versus areas not stressing education.

DR. MCLAUGHLIN responded that a research articles he wll send
to the conmttee was published in 2008, entitled, "Abstinence
only in conprehensive sex education and the initiation of sexual
activity and teen pregnancy."” He explained that the upshot of
this publication was that, teaching about contraception was not
associated with an increased risk of adolescent sexual activity
or STDs. He further explained that adolescents receiving
conprehensi ve sexual education have a lower risk of pregnancy
t han adol escents receiving abstinence only or no sex educati on.

3:15:14 PM

MOLLY ROSIER, Manager, Child and Adolescent Health Unit,
Wnen's, Children's, Famly, Health Section, Division of Public
Heal th, Departnent of Health and Social Services, advised that
2014 data identifies for ages 15-19, the rate was 27.8 per 1,000
years which is about the national average. Al t hough, she
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related it is striking that in Al aska there are huge regiona
di sparities which can be the result of access to care or
perceptions around pregnancy and child birth. At the state and
nat i onal | evel it is known that evi denced based, age
appropriate, health education can reduce teen pregnancy. The
Ofice of Adolescent Health identified the nunber of health
education curriculuns that have evidence of effectiveness to
reduce teen pregnancies, she said.

CHAI R SEATON asked whether she has a listing of those that have
been effective at reducing teen pregnanci es.

M5. ROSIER advised the list is provided by the Ofice of
Adol escent Health, and also a nunber of other nationally
searchabl e sites that she woul d be happy to share.

CHAIR SEATON asked her to share that infornmation wth the
commi tt ee.

CHAI R SEATON opened public testinony on SB 89.
3:17:43 PM

JUDY ANDREE said she is testifying on behalf of herself, her
famly, and her husband. She related that she and her husband
have five children that graduated from Juneau-Douglas Hi gh
School (JDHS), four of themwere enrolled in a health class when
it was required and it offered sex education. She asked her
chi |l dren whet her anything had been di scussed about abortion, and
they responded no and appeared surprised that she even brought
it up. Subsequent to last week's hearing, she researched the
Pl anned Parent hood website and found the information for teens,
educators, and parents to be fair, non-judgnental, and unbi ased.
She also found references to abstinence and adoption and that
the informati on urged people to consider their religious beliefs
as they nmade choi ces about reproductive health care. M. Andree
stressed that that information was inportant, as she and her
husband want their children, and now grandchildren, to be taught
with solid science based information on sonething as inportant
as reproductive health. She expressed that they feel it is
their right as parents to be certain everything that is taught
in public schools, which they support, contains solid fact based
educati on. Reproductive health is an inportant area of hunman
behavior and it can have a big inpact on teen-agers, they
strongly urge the commttee to vote no on SP 89, she expressed.
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REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER noted he has a bill hearing in another
committee and will return after the hearing.

3:20: 53 PM

TYLER MORGAN, Student, advised he has friends who have
experienced teen pregnancy and STDs. He described these
problems as real and that Planned Parenthood ainms to prevent
t hese problens through education. He pointed out that a student
woul d rather speak with a professional rather than a teacher or
parent who may not know so nmuch on the topic. Wereas, Planned
Par ent hood has been shown to help students in health class, in

retreats, in student groups, and the information provided is
free of charge and available for everyone. Supporters of this
bill claim that parents are the only people who should educate

their teens on the topic; however, he has personally known
parents who allow their teen-ager to have sex whenever they

want . Hearing this, he asked, does this nmake you feel safe
about the parent being the only person to educate their teen on
the topic. He further asked, what if the parent was not

educated correctly during their teen years and how that could
affect their youth or, what if the parent was sexually abusive,

or absent due to jail or work. The conmittee may think he is
exaggerating, he expressed, but these are real Ilife situations
and they affect students in Alaska every day. In only allow ng
parents to teach their teens neans that not all teens wll be

taught which could result in an increase in unwanted pregnancies
and further spread of STDs, he pointed out.

3:22:48 PM
JAYNE ANDREEN, Al aska Public Health Association, A aska Wnen's

Lobby, said she is testifying on behalf of the Alaska Public
Health Association, as well as the Alaska Wnen's Lobby, and

that both organizations are opposed to SB 89. It is inportant
to recognize, when reviewing this bill, the issues everyone
agrees wth, including: not wanting our teens to becone

pregnant; not wanting them to contracting sexually transmtted
infections; and desperately wanting parents to be actively

engaged in their children's education. That being said, she
commented, when reviewing this bill, people have to consider
that children are receiving their sex education information
through the media and the internet. Currently, studies show

that 25 percent of all web searches are |ooking for sex, and
studies are show ng that the average age children are accessing
the free internet porn is 11 years of age. She repeated that 11
years old is the age they are starting to see this and no matter
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how wel | parents try to protect their children fromgetting this
information on the internet, they are still getting it. Studies
consistently show, she said, that the nore children are exposed
to and looking at this explicit internet sex, the greater the
chances they wll becone sexually active at a younger age.
I nternet pornography is not the loving soft sexual engagenent
parents would like their children to have, and it is inperative
that parents provide themw th a counter-bal ance to what society
is maki ng accessible to them She extended that public health
nursing has been referenced as a viable option, but between
state fiscal year 2016 and 2017, twenty-five percent of public
health nursing staff are being elimnated so they are not
avai l abl e to teach, she rel ated.

3:25:18 PM

LI SA LAGUQUI ST said she is a fornmer mddle school and high
school teacher, aunt of four teen-agers, and a nother of two
small children. She pointed out that the few people testifying
in favor of the [related] bills are actually testifying against
abortion, but these bills do not have anything to do wth

abortion - they are about education. She surm sed that these
bills would increase the rate of unplanned pregnancy and;
therefore, increase the rate of abortion. She asked the

legislators in the room how nmany have attended a Planned
Par ent hood presentation, and stated that she has attended two,
and that they helped clarify her values and how to present
values for her students. She attested that she has been to
Pl anned Parenthood prograns for adults and described them as
very worthwhile. Subsequent to testinobnies in committee
heari ngs, people have stopped  her and expressed their
appreciation for her testinony and expressed that this bill is
crazy. Al aska has nunerous funding problens and there isn't
enough noney for education, yet this is free education in
schools and this bill wants to cut it which makes no sense, she
sai d. She pointed out that Senator Dunleavy and others have
stated that they believe in sex education and asked why teachers
can't teach it. She responded that teachers are not prepared
and they don't want to, students don't want their teachers
teaching it, and nurses can't teach it. In attenpting to do
nore, she produced over 120 signatures of students, teacher, and
private citizens from Juneau who want to be able to invite
Pl anned Par ent hood i nto Juneau school s.

3:28: 44 PM
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KYLER ROWE, Senior, Thunder Muntain H gh School, said he is a
senior and a current nenber of the Juneau Teen Council. She
expressed strong opposition to SB 89, and advised it proceeds to
ban educators, such as Planned Parenthood, from being invited
into schools or even providing resources for teachers or other
vol unteers to use. The bill makes it harder for students to
recei ve the education they not only deserve, but need. The opt-
in systemis not only unnecessary, but another waste of tinme and
resources because the opt-out system has been used as |ong as he
can renenber and it has worked perfectly fine. He said he does
not understand the need to inplenment these rules when there are
no probl ens. He remi nded the commttee that this is the second
year in a row that people who care about the education of their
youth have had to stand up and fight a seemngly inpossible
battle, a battle that should not even be happening. Al aska
| eads the nation in a lot of not so wonderful categories, such
as chlanydia rates anong 15-19 year olds and teen pregnancy
rat es. He related that he hopes the voices of the people
calling for this heinous bill to be stopped will be heard, and
urged the commttee to vote no on SB 89, so their children and
the youth of Al aska can receive what they need to grow up the
saf est and happi est that they can.

3:30:16 PM

ANALI CI A CASTANEDA, Senior, Thunder Muntain H gh School
advised that for the past three years she has been a nenber of

the Juneau Teen Council, an organization through Planned
Parent hood that focuses on spreading information about healthy
rel ati onships and healthy sexuality. This group of dedicated

teens neet weekly to discuss topics such as boundaries, consent,
and what an unhealthy relationship may |ook |ike, and that being
a volunteer of Planned Parenthood has proven to be a successfu

manner for her to use her role as a peer |leader in her school to
spread know edge and enpower nent. She expressed that banning
Pl anned Parenthood would also ban her and her fellow Teen
Council nenbers from going into classroons and peer educating

She remarked that as a teen-ager it is extrenely powerful to
| earn from soneone their age rather than an adult they can't
totally relate to. Pl anned Parenthood staff and Teen Council
menbers are trained on how to be inclusive and nedically
accurate when teaching a class while also making the discussion
interesting and engagi ng. As you know, Al aska does not have
mandat ed sex education, yet it is inportant for teens to becone
famliar with discussions about consent, healthy relationships,
and personal boundaries. Letting people from Pl anned Parenthood
provide information about sexuality ensures that students are
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receiving conprehensive and nedically accurate information.
There is no guarantee that what teachers tell students about
sexuality is accurate due to the lack of mandated curricul um
Pl anned Par ent hood provides teachers and students with resources
and information about creating healthy relationships and sexua
assault prevention. She asked that the committee allow Planned
Parent hood to continue its work in schools so that students wl|
receive the facts and not turn to unreliable sources.

CHAI R SEATON asked whether the education she is providing
focuses on or deals with abortion.

MS. CASTANEDA responded no, they would never bring up abortion
in a classroomand it is not sonething they would focus on.

3:32: 48 PM

TASHA ELI ZARDE, Juni or, Juneau-Dougl as Hi gh School, advised that
as a teen-ager, she noticed the lack of access to nedically
accurate sexual health education at hone because, as many teens,
she did not Ilearn nmuch about her own body wuntil it was
i ntroduced through the public education system For exanpl e,
she said she was extrenmely confused the first time she
experienced her nenstruation cycle because it was never
di scussed anobngst her famly nmenbers or her peers, and she then
grew ashamed of her own body for doing something conpletely
nat ur al . It was not until after her nother discovered she had
started her period that she was finally taught a little bit
about the process, but even then nobst of the information she
needed canme from school. Al askan youth nust have access to a
conpr ehensi ve education to prevent fear and shane from occurring
and, unfortunately, SB 89's opt-in policy creates a barrier for
teens who need this education. The opt-in policy does not
ensure that parents will becone nobre involved 1in their
children's education and, she pointed out it takes away the
student's right to nuch needed information because if the form
is not turned in on time, the student is automatically excluded
from |earning about healthy relationships, their anatony, or
sexually transmtted infection (STlI) prevention. Furt her nore,

she stressed, in the event a child is being abused by their
parent or guardian, the abuser can sinply not sign the formthat
would allow their child to gain access to l|ifesaving |essons
mandat ed through the Alaska Safe Children's Act. Al askan youth
need to have access to nedically accurate, conprehensive sexua

education and SB 89 will only decrease the needed accessibility,

she stressed and asked that the conmmttee not pass SB 89.

HOUSE HSS COW TTEE - 18- April 12, 2016



3:35:21 PM

DEANNA HOBBS, Senior, Thunder Mountain H gh School, shared that
she has attended Al aska Association of Student Governnents
(AASG youth conference where 37 schools and 300 students from
all regions of Al aska cone together and di scuss resolutions, and
the executive board nenbers offered SB 89 as a topic for

di scussi on. She related that there were teens opposing
abortion, opposing Planned Parenthood, teens |oving Planned
Par ent hood, people from all over Alaska wth conpletely
different ideas and thoughts, and incredibly they all cane
together in opposition to this bill. Al of the teens voted to
oppose SB 89, and she asked those in favor of the bill to
consider why it is that teens do not support it. She related

that she is a three-year Teen Council nenber and that she would
like to open the floor to answer any questions the conmttee
menbers may have

M5. HOBBS expl ai ned that Teen Council nenbers, when invited, go
into classroons and neet with youth groups. A few nenbers went
to Anchorage for a youth conference where topics were discussed
such as sexuality - what it nmeans and why it's not scary - and
STls and anatony, because it is so nmuch easier to connect wth
peers than with adults, which is so inportant. The entire
program would be stopped if this bill passes, which she opined
woul d be sad because there have been inprovenents in one-on-one
conversations due to Teen Council menbers |earning so nuch that

they have passed their know edge to other people. She
reiterated her willingness to answer any questi ons.
3. 37:56 PM

REPRESENTATIVE TARR noted that in the past, the Al aska
Associ ation of Student Governnment took a position in favor of
conprehensi ve sexuality education. She noted that the youth
conference Ms. Hobbs had discussed took the position of
opposition to SB 89, and she asked whether that had been in the
formof a formal resolution and, if so, whether M. Hobbs could
forward it to the commttee.

M5. HOBBS confirned that it was a formal resolution that had
been sent to the Senate, and she could provide it to the
commi tt ee.

CHAI R SEATON advised that the commttee would |like to include
the resolution with the commttee records.
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M5. HOBBS said she will get it to the comrttee.
3:38:49 PM
CAROLI NE STORM thanked the testifying high school students for

their testinonies as they are the ones the conmttee needs to
hear from and that it takes a lot of courage to testify in

front of a legislative conmttee. She advised she is in
opposition to this bill, Planned Parenthood provides evidence
based, accredited reproductive education and she was unsure why
the bill is trying to counter that. This is a direct attack on
the health and safety of young adults that do not have the
resources of Jloving famly guidance. She pointed out the
responsibility of protecting the health and safety of Al aska's
young adults, and stressed that this bill does not do that.

Rather, it strips them of the resources they desperately need
She asked whether this conmttee had seen data or any report
indicating that the accredited curriculum in question, provided
by Planned Parenthood, teaches about abortion or has directly
| ead to an abortion.

3:40: 16 PM

CHRI STOPHER KURKA, Executive Director, Alaska Right to Life,
offered that during another commttee neeting, Representative
Lora Reinhold had asked a Planned Parenthood representative
whether the allegations were true that Planned Parenthood was
encouraging 10 year olds to have sex and was pronoting the idea
that it is alright for a person with HV not to tell his/her sex

partner. He related that he had avail able screen captures from
Pl anned Parenthood's web site, because the Planned Parenthood
representative denied [the allegations] categorically. He
advi sed that Planned Parenthood "lied to you." M. Kurka stated
that the Planned Parenthood web site has a book it pronotes for
10 year olds and older, titled It's Perfectly Nornal. He said

he does not understand why this is considered appropriate sex
education for young children, because "this is porn, basically."
Furt her nor e, he stated, a publication Planned Parenthood
pronotes internationally is entitled, Happy, Healthy, and Hot.
He read, "Young people living ... with HV have the right to
decide if, when, and how to disclose their HYV status.” He
continued reading another line fromthe publication, as follows:
"Your decision about whether to disclose nmay change wth
different people and situations. You have the right to decide
if, when, and how to disclose your HV status." M. Kurka
submtted that if the concern is preventing HV, and Al askans
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support reducing the amobunt of STDs in the state, then Planned
Parent hood is not the answer.

3:42: 57 PM

DOUG KOESTER said he is representing the Kachemak Bay Famly
Planning Cinic and opposes SB 89. Kachenak Bay Fam |y Pl anning
Clinic in Honmer is an independent non-profit founded by
community nenbers worried about teen pregnancy rates, and it has
taught sex education in the schools for 20 years. In fact, he
rel ated, yesterday he and his colleagues with the peer educator
team talked in the Chapman School, Anchor Point, where the
teachers were thankful they were teaching sex education. The
teachers made it clear, he related, that the students do not
want to be taught sex education by their regular teachers,
because it is not a confortable subject to teach and the
students do not |ike to ask their regular teachers questions
i nvol ving these topics. He clarified that the Kachenak Bay
Famly Planning Cinic has a |lot of experience in the schools,
and although they are not Planned Parenthood or funded by
Pl anned Parenthood, they work with peer educators of the Teen

Counci | . He described them as sone of the nost anmazing,
educated, and enpathetic people the commttee will ever neet.
M. Koester said Planned Parenthood as an organization "is
really not who we are talking about." He clarified that the
di scussion is about people who are doing a very difficult job in
t he school s. He explained that the discussion is about intense
i ssues and not everyone wants to do that. He enphasized that

those fromthe clinic are sone of the npst educated and the nost
enpat hetic people in ternms of teaching sex education.

CHAI R SEATON t hanked him for his work in Honmer, and noted he has
attended sone of the | essons the group taught.

3:45: 35 PM
ARLENE RONDA said is speaking for herself and her grandchildren

in opposition to the two anendnents to SB 89, regarding the
abortion providers and she opined that nost of the testifiers

were speaking to that today. She saluted the teens who have
testified and who marvelously spoke their truth. She then
referred to Sections 3 and 5 of the bill which speak to the

abortion providers and pointed out that when the district does
not include abortion information in its curriculum and when
parents have the right to view nmaterials and opt-out of all
human sexuality presentations as they clearly do, these
[ sections] are superfluous. Both [sections] go well beyond
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protecting parental rights, and they attenpt to codify a
parti san view and; therefore, she urged the commttee to reject
both of the [sections].

CHAI R SEATON advised that the commttee has the [conmttee
substitute that includes the two anmendnents in the bill] and
that possibly the anmendnents she was discussing were added
before the bill came to House Health, Education and Soci al
Services Standing Comm ttee.

3:47:41 PM

ED GRAY said he is a parent with two teen-agers enrolled in the
Sitka School District, and he urged the commttee to support SB
89. I n Septenber 2013, Planned Parenthood noved into the Sitka
schools with several Planned Parenthood supporters on the school
board and one in the admnistration. He was one of
approximately 150 families to oppose Planned Parenthood in the
public school s. Pl anned Parenthood is able to exist, function

and educate but they don't think they should be in the schools.
Those fam lies view public school as comobn ground where anyone
with any set of values can send their children, and they believe
that Planned Parenthood has a specific agenda in what it does
and they do not agree with its agenda. The reasons being that
Pl anned Parenthood kills 335,000 unborn children a year, it

pronotes sexual activity, it does wuse child porn, and it
pronotes an agenda these famlies do not agree wth. He
reiterated that they believe it is comon ground, they just
don't believe it belongs in the public school. He then referred
to the previous testinonies of young people throughout the
course of this bill, but the commttee should renenber that

t hese young people are being recruited by Planned Parenthood in
t he schools to cone to these hearings and testify.

3:50: 02 PM

JULIE STRCEMER said she has children and grandchildren in the
school system and advised she is strongly in favor of SB 89.
She stated that she pulled her child out of school when the
Pl anned Parenthood representative came in to teach. It was
i nappropriate and distasteful, she opined, that the nunber one
abortion provider in the United States and perhaps the world

woul d have anything to do with sex education in public schools.
The children were asked to fill out a form and she found it
disturbing that Planned Parenthood asked for the children's
personal enmil addresses and she opined that by obtaining emai

addresses from these children, it was actually establishing a
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client base. Her child was not in the classroom so she could
not speak to exactly what was said, but her classnmates said that
many of the things the Planned Parenthood representative said
was inappropriate, and it has no place in our public schools.
Pl anned Parenthood w Il benefit from the mllions of dollars
that will be made off of unplanned pregnancies, she said.

3:51:46 PM

ANN BILLS said she raised five children in Sitka, she has
grandchildren in the school system she took care of her
children's sex education needs, and it should be passed as
witten. She noted that a Planned Parenthood representative
stated it has been in this state 20 years, and the next
representative advised that Alaska has the highest STDs in the
country. She commented that if it has been in Al aska 20 years
and Al aska has the highest STD rate in the country, it hasn't
made any progress for Al askans. The [Kachemak Bay Fanmily
Planning Cinic in Honmer] appears to be a non-profit and that is
a different picture than an organi zation that makes noney shoul d
not be in Al aska' s schools. She related that she can't go in
and have a course about things she wants people to buy from her,
and she appreciates the sanctity of |ife and parental rights.

3:53: 20 PM
CANDY M LLER opi ned that nost Al askans have seen and heard a | ot

of the verifiable contents which pronoted the investigation of
Pl anned Parenthood nationwide, and she does know how this

investigation is noving forward in Al aska. Crimes agai nst
children is well known in Al aska and nationw de, and al so about
trafficking. She referred to the testinmony of a worman who

acknowl edged that the abortion providers were in it for the
noney. She said that a portion of the Planned Parenthood agenda

is the arm that is being exposed is a noney factor - a noney
mll - and she opined there is a need for people to call a halt
to that in Al aska. Al askan taxpayers should not subsidize

abortion businesses such as Planned Parenthood who profits from
the destruction of human life with taxpayer noney,

3:55:36 PM

BARBARA HANEY said she requests the support of SB 89, is
representing herself, and works extensively wth Al askans
Agai nst Common Core. "W hemmed and hawed" about sone of the

Pl anned Parenthood provisions, nostly about opting out of
testing so why, she asked not allow parents to opt-out of any
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other activity to which they object. She then referred to
issues having to do with comon core and said the Al aska

Standards, |ike Common Core, does have units for reading and
writing, science technology, and social studies. An Oregon nath
teacher, Bill (indisc.), was termnated for not allow ng Pl anned
Parenthood in his math class, which pronoted her to consider
t hat including provisions against Pl anned Parenthood in
cl assroons would be a good thing. It is one thing to have

Pl anned Parenthood in the communities and churches, but another
t hi ng when discussing it going into the public schools, which is
an extension of the state, she said. Therefore, the state would
be saying that the state sanctions their opinion over the
opi nion of other people, but they are not the only people who

have sex education curriculum Pl anned Parenthood works wth
the CDC and yet these organizations have their own independent
free standing curriculunms that can be used to that end. She

pointed out that if the commttee truly cares about STDs it
should look at Interior Al aska because STDs have declined and
not in the rest of the state, she said.

3:58: 25 PM
DAVE CARTER, Attorney, urged to leave this bill in its comittee
and let it die. He asked the conmmittee to consider the Al aska

State Constitution, Article VII, Section 1, which read:

The legislature shall by general |aw establish and
maintain a system of public schools open to al
children of the State, and my provide for other
public educat i onal institutions. School s and
institutions so established shall be free from
sectarian control. No noney shall be paid from public
funds for the direct benefit of any religious or other
private educational institution.

MR. CARTER stated that all of the comments in favor of the bil
are blatantly of sectarian philosophy and they violate the
constitution with this attenpted |egislation. He referred to
Article VI1, Sections 4-5, which read:

Section 4:
The legislature shall provide for the pronotion and
protection of public health.

Section 5:
The | egislature shall provide for public welfare.
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3:59:43 PM

MR. CARTER pointed out that "shall" is a specific word to
| awyers and judges; therefore, it is easy for the conmttee to
pay attention to the constitutional requirenent that guide the
commttee and say that this is sinply an inappropriate proposal.
The legislation is blatantly religious and that it talks about
religion at various points. He put forth the scenario of one
parent wanting their child to go to class and the other doesn't
and the child' s parent has to give perm ssion. He asked what
happens when referring to biblical sources and the husband has
authority over what the wife wants to do. He stressed that it
doesn't nmke sense, is not a workable bill, and to please |et
the bill die a quick death.

4:00: 37 PM

MO RA PYHALA said she is a student at UAA, and is President of
CGeneration Action - Students for Reproductive Justice. She
related that she is in opposition to SB 89, which would not only
l[imt school districts but is a legislative biased attack on
abortion providers and specifically Planned Parenthood. In
order to becone a certified abortion facilitator, an individua
must not only attend four years of hard |abor intensive nedica
school, continue further studies, specialize in gynecol ogy, and
is required to receive hands on training specializing in
abortions. In total, she commented, this training can take 6-8
years to conplete. Being raised by soneone in the health field
she knows that this is the sane amount of know edge and trai ning
that al nost anyone in the nedical field nust undergo, so she
asked why are we alienating a single profession, questioning
capabilities to reciprocate and teach health because they have
al nrost the sanme anmount of know edge and wi sdom that is required
with any health profession, and it is the sane anount of
knowl edge her basic health provider nust have. She advised that
her father is a doctor who has presented several tinmes in her
school, and not once has any person questioned his know edge or
whet her he was unfit to teach in the schools. She descri bed
herself as an advocate for the brilliant doctors, nurses, and
vol unteers who are not with us today and she listed the nunerous
Pl anned Parenthood health providers who were shot and kill ed.
She said she stands for them including all people who have been
physically and verbally attacked for st andi ng up for
reproductive rights. As an active nenber of Generation Action -
Students for Reproductive Justice, she said she stands until the
attack on abortion providers, both physically and verbally in
state and federal governnent is part of this state's past. She
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then pointed out that Senator Dunleavy's attack towards Pl anned
Parenthood is not only inpractical but a waste of tine. Just
because an individual has a history of providing an abortion
does not nean they are teaching that abortion is the only
opti on. Pl anned Parenthood and all groups associated with the
organi zation are working together to provide options for young
worren and nen, she rel ated.

4:03:19 PM

DAVID NEES said he has no problem with SB 89, Section 2;
however, there is no definition in Section 3 of an educationa

service organization and a definition would be wuseful. He
turned to Section 4, Physical examnation for teachers, and
related that as a teacher he is required to pay for a yearly TB
test out of his own pocket. He referred to Section 5, and
offered that Public Law, population research, and voluntary
famly planning was passed in 1970, signed into |aw by President
Ri chard N xon, and has been in place for 46 years. Wthin the
| ast 18 years in the areas of the urban part of the state, the
birth rates for teens has gone down 10 percent, yet for Al aska
Natives in rural areas it has up 10 percent. He related that
schools are a place to present information and he is torn
because he does not know whether banning a particul ar provider
will help the system or nmake the system worse. 1In the event the
committee is looking at this bill as a public health issue, the
commttee nmust talk to the state's public health people and
determine the best way to get information out and reduce the

cost of teen pregnancy. Whether it is best delivered in a
school setting or delivered by outside organizations neeting at
the school house after school hours. The problem has al ways

been difficult and, he related when he taught junior high
school, the PE teacher would be picked to teach the health
cl asses who is not a trained nedical professional. He offered
that he has no problemw th the entire bill basically, although,
he would like to see physical examnations free for teachers,
and the definition of educational service organization incl uded.

4:05:51 PM

KATHY CRONEN said she has worked for nany years with Al askan
yout h having been the CEO for Northstar Behavioral Health System
for over 20 years, and that she retired in 2005 to join the
faculty at Alaska Pacific University where she continues her
experience with youth in teaching health care policy, finance,
and economni cs. Speaking as a |eader and an educator, she said
she knows firsthand the inportance of not restricting access to
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information that is vital for healthy decision making. In
addition to being a healthcare adm nistrator and educator she is
al so a nother having raised three daughters to adulthood. As a
parent, she believes sex education should begin at hone but as a
prof essi onal she knows this does not always happen. She noted
that several young people testified they did not receive sex
education at hone, or were unconfortable about asking questions
at hone. As a healthcare adm nistrator she related that she has
seen firsthand the personal and financial cost to people who
make poor decisions regarding drug and al cohol abuse and sexua

activity. Many statistics were brought forth in testinonies
about the nunber of STDs and teen pregnancies in this state, and
it is well known that education works and referred to the
education prograns to end snoking, to prevent drug and al coho

abuse, she commented. Alaska is in the mdst of a financial
crisis and the state and the school districts needs to work
col | aboratively with providers. She referred to the possibility
of Planned Parenthood not providing these services in the
schools, and urged the conmttee to consider who would provide
t hose services. Over 2,000 children received sexual education
from Pl anned Parenthood |ast year, who will do this if Planned
Parenthood is restricted. The suggestion of teachers taking on
this responsibility has been put forth, yet teachers barely have
time to teach core curriculum She asked whether additional
teachers would be hired, what experience and training would be
required to teach this, and what would be the overall cost to

the state. In the event a new provider, other than teachers, is
recruited from the comunity who wll they be, and what wll
t hey charge. She reiterated that the state is in a fiscal

crisis, and it is known that education works, and the state has
a provider who is wlling to do this, she urged the commttee
menbers not to pass SB 89.

4:08:52 PM

KRI STEN DEHAVEN, Junior, Highland Tech Charter School, opined
that teens have the right to conprehensive, unbiased, non-
j udgment al nedical information, and by passing SB 89 it would be
an obstruction to [Article 1], Section 1, of the Alaska State
Constitution because it takes away the teen's right to
education. Passage of this bill would prevent teens from making
educated informational know edge about their health and sex
education should be taught at school because at home they nmay
not actually be taught. Sex education should be given in a safe
and accurate manner that is unbiased, which is a great thing for
t eens. She opined that passing this bill would probably
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i ncrease pregnancy and STD rates which is exactly what Al askans
want to prevent, and to please vote no on SB 89.

4:10: 34 PM

HENRY SCHI LDBECK, Senior, Highland Tech Charter School, said he
is a Teen Council nenber and explained that Teen Council is a
group of teen-agers dedicated to providing conprehensive,
medically accurate, sexual education to teens in their own
school s and schools within the Anchorage School District. Teens
in this program receive extensive training on how to educate
other teens on topics that range from sexual and reproductive
health to healthy relationships. The goals are education,
prevention, and to enable people to live healthy, happy Ilives.
To fill a gap in teens' lives by providing the resources of
trai ned know edgeabl e and non-judgnental information regardless
of the question. Alaska has no standardize sexual health
education and | ess than one-quarter of Al askan schools teach the
recomended HI'V, STD, and pregnancy prevention topics during the
2013-2014 school year, he related. Alaska is rated 47th with
only three other states having |ess sexual health education.
Wth Al aska being ranked nunber one in the nation for chlanmydia
and with teen pregnancy rates on the rise, this is conpletely
unaccept abl e. He pointed out that teachers invite Teen Counci
and Planned Parenthood into their classroons to supplenent
| essons, filling in a gap to the state's inaction to set up
conprehensi ve sex education. It has been consistently shown
t hat conprehensive sex education, such as the kind offered by
Pl anned Parenthood and Teen Council is extrenely effective in
reducing STlIs, delaying the start sexual activity, and |owering
teen pregnancy rates. He pointed out that the first goal should
be to teach conprehensive sex education rather than plunge
Al aska's youth into the dark about their own bodies. Thi s
| egislation would turn the opt-out systeminto an opt-in system
destroying any hope of FErin's Law and conprehensive sex
education reaching those who need it the nost. The sexual child
abuse rates are over six times the national average, and the
[ sponsor] should be ashanmed to introduce a bill such as this in
Al aska. Teachers, students and comunities rely upon Planned
Par ent hood and Teen Council to provide sex education information
and passage would be disastrous for teens and conmunities
al ready struggling with education, he said. Speaking as a teen,
a constituent, and voice for his peers, he requested that the
commttee oppose SB 89, and all ow conprehensive sexual education
to be taught in schools rather than shied away from

4:12: 35 PM
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LILY SPIROCSKI, N nth Gader, H ghland Tech Charter School, said
that as an older sister and a student at a charter school, she
wants a program such as Planned Parenthood and Teen Council to
teach her and her younger siblings about safe sex and healthy
rel ati onships and abstinence, and she has |earned about
abstinence and prevention of infections. As a teen and a voice
of her peers, she requested opposition to SB 89, and to allow
the continuation of conprehensive, nedically accurate sexual
heal t h educati on by Pl anned Parent hood and Teen Council.

4:13: 25 PM

CLEO SWEETMAN, Junior, H ghland Tech Charter School, said that
conpr ehensi ve, nmedically accurate sexual education is an
i mportant and necessary subject to be taught in mddle school
and high school. As a teen-ager, she said, she has a need and a
right to know everything about what is alright and what is not
for her and her body. Prograns that provide sexual education in
m ddl e schools and high schools establish and nmaintain a
confortable and non-judgnental | earning environnment W th
accurate answers for any questions students may have. She
remnded the commttee that puberty, sex, birth control
pregnancy, STDs and healthy relationships are all things teen-
agers need to know about, otherw se Alaska will continue to have
the twelfth highest teen pregnancy rates, the highest STD rates,
and the highest donestic abuse rates. She related that she is a
teen-ager, a constituent, and a voice for her peers who did not
make it in today, she opposes SB 89, and requested the
continuation  of conpr ehensi ve, nedically accurate sexual
education in mddl e schools and hi gh school s.

4:14: 42 PM

TANNER DUNN, Senior, H ghland Tech Charter School, said he
opposes this bill because he believes all teens should have
access to unbiased nedically accurate information, and Planned
Parent hood gives out this information free of charge. Whet her
on their web site or through a representative at a school, this
bill would starve teens of this vitally inportant information

The passage of this bill would lead to an increase in teen

pregnancy and teen STDs in Alaska, and he asked that the
comrittee vote no on SB 89.

4:15:18 PM
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ROBIN SM TH said that nost parents find dealing with their teen-
ager's sexuality to be difficult because parents don't want them
hurt or find thenselves in difficult situations such as an
uni nt ended pregnancy. For a male or female, STls and H V can be
life changing, but many parents sinply ignore it or barely touch
the surface. Teens report that their main source of information
about sex, dating, and sexual health conmes from what they see on
the nedia, including nusic videos, reality shows, beer ads,
online porn, and video ganes. Social nedia is another problem
because girls are pressured to send naked selfies to boys, and
parents are appalled to hear that oral sex has becone the new
kissing, and pray that this is not true in Al aska. Par ent s
sinply want to lock up their children until they are adults, but
they can't so they nustn't be blind to what is actually
happeni ng out there. Time Magazine's |latest issue states that
the | ack of sexual education in schools has made online porn the
de facto sex education for many young people. She advi sed that
el eventh grade girls confided to her "I watch porn because |I'm a
virgin and I want to figure out how sex works." Porn eroticizes
the degradation of wonen, and the biggest users of online
por nography are 12-17 year old boys, and that one in five
children will be approached by a sexual predator online, and she
described those statistics as scary. She stressed that, yet
with all of this going on over the past 20 years in survey after
survey of Jlocal conmunities, or nationw de, 80-85 percent of
parents indicate they want their children to receive
conpr ehensi ve, nmedi cal | y accur at e, age appropriate sex
education. She pointed out that parents say children need to be
t aught about del aying the onset of intimte sexual relationships
until they are mature and responsible, and also need to be given
the information and skills they need to use condons and
contracepti on when they do choose to becone sexually active.

4:17:58 PM

KENNI PSENAK- LI NDEN said she was born and raised in Palner, and
encouraged the conmittee to oppose SB 89 due to the opt-in
provi si on for conpr ehensi ve sex educat i on whi ch coul d
potentially jeopardize education funding for the state,
especially in its current fiscal crisis. She said she also
opposes unfairly targeting sexual health education in highly
trained educators, and that as a National Baccal aureate student
at Pal mer Hi gh School she had the opportunity to sit on the Mat-
Su School District School Board and serve as the first student
on the WMat-Su School District Curriculum Council. After
coll ege, she stated, she briefly taught as a substitute teacher
around the district and had the pleasure to see the
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transformative work taking place in its schools every day. She
related that SB 89 creates harnful and unnecessary boundaries to
accessing essential conprehensive and scientifically accurate

reproductive health education. Curriculum standards already
prevent abortions from being addressed wthin the classroom
which nmeans that SB 89 is msguided, |ikely unconstitutional

and actively wundermnes the purview of teachers and |[ocal
educators to have local control and teach to the needs of their
students, and these needs include information on healthy
rel ati onships and consent. She related that she w shed her
heal th education and the health education of her assailant had
i ncluded these key |essons which nay have prevented the trauma
she experienced after being sexually assaulted at 15 years of
age. She regards herself as lucky she cane away from that
experience with PTSD and not STls or pregnancy, and she
appreci ates that Planned Parenthood, as an organization, stepped
in to fill a gap and provide |lifesaving evidenced based
educat i on. Parents have the opportunity to opt-out of any
education that does not align with their values, and to please
not create additional Dbarriers for famlies that do want
qual i fied and experienced educators in the classroom Speaki ng
as a soon to be parent herself, she and her husband have
di scussed the need and their overwhelning desire that their
children will receive better sex education than they did, both
at honme and in their classroons so please oppose SB 89, she
asked.

4:20: 54 PM

NI AL LI NDEN said he and his wife live in Palner and he extended
that sexual education is inportant to young people, and SB 89
shoul d be opposed. He related that he grew up as a Catholic in
Irel and where sex education was not included in the curricul um
Hs first girlfriend was raped by her brother's best friend when
she was 11 years of age and she had no idea what or why this
happened and she was naturally confused. This rape was caused
by a person she saw daily as a good famly friend and she had
nowhere to go. For the next two years she did not receive sex
education and thought she was going to have a baby at any mnute
because sex equals a baby. For those two years she felt shane,
for two years she lived in constant fear of what was inside of
her and what was going to happen and it wasn't until the ninth
grade in biology that she learned that the gestation period was
approximately nine nonths and that she wasn't pregnant.
Needl ess to say she was narkedly scarred and spent all of her
young adol escent life and formative years afraid of boys, and it
was six years before she ever confided in sonmeone, and that
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someone was him He stressed that he knows she still carries
those scars, and if a person believes that conprehensive sex
education has no place in schools, to then please think of this

young girl, how she could have found sex education in school
that wasn't her famly or friend and she could have asked these
guesti ons. If a nmenber believes this sort of panic is part of
normal growing up then vote for this bill, but a nenber believes
that this should never happen to anyone to please oppose this
bill. The commttee may vote to renove trained educators from

the classroom create barriers for students, and he pointed out
that abstinence only is not a solution to sexual education.
There are no sexual standards in Al aska despite its high rates
of STDs and sexual abuse. Wthholding information from children
causes children to suffer, he related and it is conpletely
within the comrittee's power to give children this information
and stop the suffering. Voting as a House Heal th, Education and
Social Services Standing Commttee nenber, he opined that it is
the commttee's duty to stop the suffering, even if it is just
one girl.

4:23.:43 PM

PAI GE HODSON rel ated she has special expertise with sone of the
topics around this bill as she has survived raising three teen-
agers in the Anchorage School District, and survived review ng
sex education curriculum each time it was offered. She not ed

that she sat in on classroom presentations, such as Planned
Parent hood, and that she is adamantly opposed to SB 89, and

related bills. Most teens on a typical day coming hone from
school have little to no response to "Wiat did you do in schoo
today? ... "Nothin." Al parents hope that their children wll

come to them with questions about their bodies and sexuality,
but the reality is that even in the best parent/child
rel ati onships, they often don't. As parents, the hope is that
by the time their children are in mddle school and high schoo
the parents have instilled their values in their children, and
at some point, a good parent has to trust that their children
are fully capable of wusing their critical thinking skills to
distill facts in school, just as they do every day in every
ot her subject. Public schools are just that, public, a place
for children to learn multiple points of view and use their
critical thinking skills, and a place for children to learn
facts and science which includes health and biol ogy, she said.
Pl anned Parenthood is the prem ere sexual health educator in the
country, she described, and it is ridiculous and short-sighted
to target them for exclusion. She related that her children had
exposure to speakers from both Planned Parenthood and an
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abstinence only group, and she had the option to opt her teens
out of either presentation if she cared to, she didn't.
However, the one that caused her nore concern was the abstinence
only group who pushed a shamng religious agenda and gave the

children nedically inaccurate information. The presenter
actually said that if they have sex before nmarriage, they
couldn't bond with their marital partners down the |ine and
conpared them to used chewing gum Thankful ly, the teacher

corrected that msinformation, the presentation was so bad that
the students were outraged and the teacher said they would never
be invited back. Her point is that even though she didn't care
for that presentation, she trusted her children to sift through
what was presented and reconcile it with their values and nake
intelligent decisions. She remarked that this bill is based on
fear, scoring political poi nt s, denoni zi ng nmedi cal
professionals, and distrust of a parent's own child's ability to
learn facts in science and meke healthy decision for their
lives.

4:26:54 PM

SHERI DELIN, Junior, H ghland Tech Charter School, said that
wi t hout accurate sexual education, she and her peers would | ack
i nportant know edge while noving into their adult 1lives. Wth
the know edge that Planned Parenthood provides, she said she
woul d receive accurate information and better inprove her peers'
under standi ng of safe sexual activity. Being a teen, she noted
that she would like to see Planned Parenthood remain in schools
as it is now and continue to provide the accurate information as
it always has.

4:27:40 PM

JACOB CGRIGGS, Senior, Highland Tech Charter School, related that
with the internet readily available to all, accurate information
is hard to come by. Pl anned Parenthood has consistently given
accurate conprehensive sexual education and it would be a shane
to see it renoved from public schools. He pointed out that by

passing SB 89, the commttee would deny that education to
t housands of growing adults, the people of the state's future.
Wth the ranpant STD and teen pregnancy rates in Al aska,
removing this expertly taught sexual education would only serve
to further these statistics. He then advised the commttee that
none of the people present were asked to provide testinony.

4:28:37 PM
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ZHENI A PETERSON said she is in opposition of SB 89. The public
has seen several different bills attacking Planned Parenthood
for parental rights, abortion, and safety for children. She
explained that parental rights are present in the State of
Al aska where parents can opt their children out of any subject,
i ncluding sex education. This bill would add unnecessary
burdens on parents by enacting the opt-in system unnecessary
burdens on the teachers for the tine they would have to spend
contacting parents, and it wuld be costly during Al aska's
budget deficit. Wil e abortion is one of the services Planned
Par ent hood provides, she pointed out that it does not teach,
tal k, or nmention abortion during sex education classes.
Recently, the Alaska Right to Life group posted on their
Facebook page that Pl anned Parenthood is "quote, usi ng
pornographic materials" to pronote promscuity in Alaska's
public schools, and that the state should "stop sexualizing our
children.” Anyone who has ever picked up a Planned Parenthood
brochure can relate that Planned Parenthood does not wuse
pornographic materials to pronote promscuity, nor do they
sexual ize children. | nstead, she comented, the Dbrochures
contain anatony and nedically accurate information. Al
students should have access to sex education wthout barriers
because sexual education is inportant and it wll prepare
students for a successful and inforned adult life. Even though
she is at the collegiate level, she related that she often finds
her peers to be confused about informed consent, how to lead a
healthy |ife and nake healthy sexual decisions, know what STIs
are and where to get treatnment. Access to sex education is both
critical for students and vital for this state with its epidenic
with sexually transmtted di seases and sexual abuse. Therefore,
she extended, teaching students what it neans to be healthy and
where to receive services for STI treatnment and prevention woul d
cut costs and return the saved nonies to assist in the budget
deficit. Pl anned Parenthood's role in Alaska is indispensable
for students to access information, and Al askans need to learn
how to have healthy relationships with their peers and nake
heal t hy sexual deci sions. She strongly urged the comrittee to
support conprehensive sexual education in Alaska's schools to
decrease high rates of STls and nake sure the state is healthy,
saf e, and educat ed.

4:31:11 PM

CAROLI NE AHRENS said she represents herself and her famly, and
t hey oppose SB 89. She offered that she teaches her children
integrity, honesty, and open comunication, although any tine a
Calis or Viagra commercial cones on the television she wants to
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| eave the room because she doesn't want to talk erections with
her son. She related that she wants him to receive sexual
education that is factual and correct in a confortable setting
that he has with Planned Parenthood in his school, and that she
agrees with many of the students and professional that have
testified before her. Her son attends a small charter schoo
and she said, "so you want to strap them with additional costs"
and that she didn't see noney comng fromthe state. The state
is saying it will take away the free program that provides sex
education even though the school district, principal, teacher,
parent have approved the curriculum the state is saying it wll
replace it with something else "but we're not going to give you

any noney to do it, by the way." The commttee is looking at a
financially strapped state and it is not giving nore noney to
schools, but it will take away a free service that is factual

and approved educati on. She referred to the opt-in or opt-out
provi sion on sex education, and stated that this is not a field
trip; a field trip is the sort of thing the parent opts into
Sex education should be nmandatory and the parents have the
ability to opt-out but, she described, this issue is |ife saving
and inportant education. The commttee may not think of it as
m ddl e school or high school kids, but when they get to college
and are approached on a canpus, parents want them to know that
what they know is factual. She stated that she and son say no
to the passage of this bill.

4:33:21 PM

M CAH PERI QN, Senior, Hi ghland Tec Charter School, said that his
experi ence and comunications with his peers has shown that the

majority of them engage in unsafe sexual activities. It worries
him on a personal |evel because he well knows that any
experience in the future could have a strong inpact on his
heal t h. [ Passage] of SB 89 would have detrinental effects on

the youth and the future populous of the State of Alaska as it
i nadvertently encourages youth to practice unsafe sex leading to
STDs with inaccurate, little, or zero nmedically accurate sexual
education inplenented into the school system In the event
teens and his peers are not given the option to learn the
information that Planned Parenthood is offering to teach wherein
teaching professional have invite Planned Parenthood to teach
this information, he said he fears he will see nore of his peers
succunb to unsafe sexual conduct, be exposed to STDs, STls, and
under age pregnancy. He remarked that he cannot sit by idle and
watch as the vital options for educating teens, and the future
grow h of the nation about safe sex, pregnancy prevention, and
STD and STI prevention mght be renoved. Speaking as a teen and
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a constituent, he asked the comrittee to oppose SB 89 and all ow
nmedi cal | y accurate, conprehensive sexual education to continue.

4:34:56 PM

JESSI CA CLER, Public Affairs Mnager, Planned Parenthood, G eat
Nort hwest and Hawaii, said she is a lifelong Alaskan, raised in
Wasi |l la, graduate of Colony H gh School, graduate of UAA, and a
current resident of Anchorage, speaks in opposition to SB 89.
She clarified for previous testifiers that Planned Parenthood is
not under investigation in Al aska because there is nothing to
investigate, Planned Parenthood is a mnmandatory sexual abuse
reporter, a trusted healthcare provider, and a trusted sexua

heal t h educat or. Further, she said, the lies being promul gated
agai nst Pl anned Parenthood are not only inaccurate but they have
nothing to do with what is taught in the classroom and that the
curriculum is adapted for each community, school, and class.
Parties can disagree about sexual health education and whether
it belongs in public schools, but there is no agreenent that
such m sguided allegations should be part of the conversation.
Speaking as a graduate of Alaska's public school system she
said she knows firsthand the lack of access to conprehensive

nmedi cal |l y accurate sexual health education in the state. Al aska
has no state standards for sexual health education, yet there is
an epidemc of sexually transmtted infections, the highest rate
of reported rape in the country, and child sexual assault rates
six times the national average. She stated that her peers and
she would have greatly benefited from the kind of education
Pl anned Par ent hood provides on prevention, consent, and healthy

rel ati onshi ps. Further, Planned Parenthood fills an inportant
gap left by the state's inaction in ensuring students have
access to the information they need. In a tine when the state's

education system is facing unprecedented budget cuts, the
| egislature should be encouraging districts to use every
resource available to educate its student and not limting the
school district's options for |ocal programm ng. Rat her than
creating nore barriers to educating, she pointed out that the
parties should be working together to ensure that the state's
youth have the resources and information needed to |ead healthy
and productive lives, and SB 89 does the opposite.

4:37:12 PM
MATHEW FARI NA, Senior, University of Al aska, Anchorage, said he
is from Tal keetna and that one of the nost inportant things for

youth and everyone today is education, and that sex education is
part of educati on. He said he has experienced the
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m sinformati on young adults have in his life as a male upper
cl assman, especially when involving condons and availability
because people don't wunderstand how condons work, how to fit
them where to get them or which condons are proper for them
Al so, he commented people are not aware that the spread of STDs
is not fully stopped by a condom Further, he stated, abortion
is not allowed to be spoken of during sex education in high
school s, and having an abortion provider give the sex education
isn't related. People don't like Planned Parenthood teaching
sex education because it informs students of the services it
provides, but in addition to sex education and abortion, it also
provi des preventive screenings for wonen, such as breast exans,
mammogr ans, free STD testing for the community, and vasectom es
for nmales. He related that know ng about Pl anned Parenthood's
sex education and the services it offers is inportant, and
abortion is not part of that when speaking to high school
st udent s.

4:39: 36 PM

SAMANTHA SAVAGE, Senior, University of Al aska Fairbanks, said
she is graduating from UAF in May with a degree in social work,
and voiced her opposition to SB 89. She said that she does not
believe that the bill sponsors and supporters understand the
endemic rates of reproductive health issues that plague the
state. In 2014, the rate of chlanydia infection was 778 persons
per 100,000 statew de, and 759 persons per 100,000 persons in
the Interior. The state's teen birth rate is higher than the
national average and it is estinated that 49 percent of wonmen in
Fai r banks have experienced intimate partner violence in their
[ifetinmne, and four percent of wonen in Fairbanks have
experienced sexual violence in the last year. It consistently
makes the news that it is one of the nost dangerous places to
live as a woman in the United States. Clearly, she pointed out
there is a |lack of understanding both at a state and |ocal |evel
as to how to keep Al askans healthy and safe. Wil e attending
Col ony Hi gh School, she said the sex education she received was
medi cal ly accurate, although it was not conprehensive and many
of her questions were |eft unanswered. She extended that this
bill asserts that Planned Parenthood is in schools with sinister
notives and to say that Planned Parenthood is indoctrinating
children is conpletely false, and stated that Pl anned Parenthood
has is a long history of being commtted to teaching free,
conprehensive, and nedically accurate sex education so al

yout hs have the opportunity to neke inportant health decisions
for thensel ves. This bill, while not getting rid of sex
education, puts unreasonable barriers in front of students and
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school districts. She asked the comrittee to oppose this bill
because it is not in the best interests of students and the
overall health of Al askans.

4:41: 26 PM

LANCE ROBERTS asked that the conmttee consider that this bil
is about parental rights. He offered that he fought it at the
local level and lost Dbecause his assenbly believed that
government should be nore inportant than the parents, and that
it should take parental rights from them He said he was
hopeful the legislature will not make that m stake, which is why
he is glad the bill was sent to this conmttee "even though it
was sent to this commttee to be slaughtered, the bill made it
there so we can see who stands against parents and who is
standing for them™ He said he is against the comittee
substitute that takes away sone of the parent rights from the
original SB 89. He pointed to the provision regarding the
ability to withdraw "them from the awful testing that the kids
have been -- forced to take," and it is extrenely hard for
parents to get their children out of that testing. He rel ated
that the opt-in provision was to help parents and give them the
ability to make those decisions for their children that they are
supposed to make. He spoke against the abortion providers doing
the abortion marketing in the schools, and that they desensitize
by teaching promi scuity to create nore product. He related that
"They kill the babies and the |argest genocide in history and
then they sell those parts to make noney." This bill is about
those kind of people not being in the school, it doesn't have
the integrity to be in our schools, and they are not needed in
t here. He asked the commttee to nmake the right decision for
the parents and the children and then clarified that Planned
Par ent hood doesn't perform manmogr ans.

4:43: 33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR corrected the record and advised that the
suggestions of the earlier allegations wth videos against
Pl anned Parenthood this sumer were found to be false and the
i ndi vidual who made those videos was indicted for falsifying
that information

4:44: 02 PM
WH TNEY W GREN voi ced her support for SB 89. She is an advocate

for conprehensive sexual education in schools. Sexuality is a
fundanmental part of human nature and it is worthy of dignity and
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respect; however, abortion pronoting organizations such as
Pl anned Parenthood are not suitable to teach Al aska's children
Last week she heard from an individual who identified herself as
a (indisc.) Planned Parenthood sexual educator and during her
testinony stated, as others have stated today, abortion is not
part of the curriculum and M. Wgren said she found that
contradictory. Under "Activities and Lessons” on the Planned
Parent hood web site there are three 20-30 m nutes |esson plans
on abortion with a target audience of high school students. She
stated that it has to be acknow edged that Pl anned Parenthood is
the nation's |eading abortion provider and in turn financially
benefits when its conprehensive sex education fails and teens
end up on the abortion table or swallowing the "abortion pill."
She related that issues have been distorted to the point that
peopl e believe anyone opposing nothers killing their babies is
waging a war on wonen and, she asked how people can be so
foolish as to believe such a thing. One nust be able to
recogni ze the depravity to which society has sunken when val ui ng
a baby's life is frowned upon, she stated. Enough is enough,
this is a matter of life and death and she will not stand for
Planned Parenthood to indoctrinate the next generation of
Al aska's children to devalue human |ife, she advised.

CHAI R SEATON announced that SB 98 would be held until later in
the nmeeting to accommodate Dr. Hunphreys, who was avail able for
his confirmation hearing.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI N&( S) :
Al aska State Medical Board

4:46: 27 PM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the next order of business would be
a confirmation hearing for the Al aska State Mdical Board.

4:46: 48 PM

STEVEN CRAIG HUWPHREYS, MD, Appointee to the Alaska State
Medi cal Board, advised that he grew up going to school in
Al aska, and left the state for his undergraduate and nedical
trai ni ng. Subsequent to graduation, he worked close to his
wfe's famly due to famly issues for 14 years, and becane the
nmedi cal director of a |large orthopedic group, al t hough
originally, he wanted to come hone in 1996. Utimtely, he cane
home and he has been here for five years as a practicing spine
surgeon at the Central Peni nsula Hospital in Sol dot na.
Al t hough, he noted, he does have an office in Anchorage but nost
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of his work is perforned in Soldotna. A reason he would like to
parti ci pate, he expl ai ned, is that he perforns nedical
procedures in Kenya and he feels he needs to do service outside
of what he does in his normal practice. Growing up in Al aska,
his nother was an elenentary teacher in Anchorage for many
years, and he watched the broad scope of people in Al aska, how
it has changed over the last 40 years, and al so being a nedi cal
director of a large group in the |ower-48 gave him insight.
Al so, he commented, as an eighth grader he had a surgery, that
probably wasn't necessary, after a westling incident in
Anchor age. Utimately, the surgery lead him to becone friends
with Dr. Wlliam MIIl, Sr., an orthopedist in Anchorage for nany
years, who took himunder his wing. Dr. MIIl and his dedication
to nmedicine is probably, other than his parents, his biggest
influence in ending up as an orthopedi st and spi ne surgeon. I n
bringing those things back, he comented there needs to be
peopl e concerned and he has had the privilege of working with
good people who took time out of their busy, busy schedul es and
away from their famlies to do the right thing to protect the
patients of Al aska. He said he feels privileged to do that and
it is something he has wanted to do in trying to give back to a
state that has given him so mnuch. He related that it is
something he felt called to do and he is hopeful he can do it
well and in an ethical manner.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noted the comrmittee did not have questions
for Dr. Hunphreys.

4:50:12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ noved to advance the confirmation of
Steven Craig Hunphreys, MD, Appointee to the Al aska State
Medi cal Board, to a joint session of the House and Senate for
consi derati on. There being no objection, the confirmation was
advanced. She rem nded the nmenbers that signing the reports
regarding appointnents to boards and conmissions in no way
reflects individual nenbers' approval or disapproval of the
appoi ntees, and the nom nations are nerely forwarded to the full
| egislature for confirmation or rejection. Seeing no objection,
the confirmation of Steven Craig Hunphreys, MD, was advanced.

SB 89- SCHOOLS: PARENT RTS; ABORT. PROVDRS LIM TS

4:50: 44 PM

CHAI R SEATON announced that as its final order of business, the
conmmttee would return to CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 89(RLS) an{efd
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add), "An Act relating to a parent's right to direct the
education of a child; prohibiting a school district from
contracting with an abortion services provider; prohibiting a
school district from allowing an abortion services provider to
furnish course materials or provide instruction concerning
sexuality or sexually transmtted diseases; relating to physica

exam nations for teachers; and providing for an effective date."

4:51:19 PM
CHRI STIN M LLER expressed her support of SB 89, and that she is

in support of proper sexual education in schools but does not
support the education specifically comng from Planned

Par ent hood. Not only does she not agree wth Planned
Parent hood's content, she opposes its support of abortion in
Al aska and the nation. Parents should have every right to

decide whether or not their children are taught such things
which is why she is in full support of SB 89, she said.

4:52: 07 PM

PAMELA SAMASH, Right to Life, Interior Alaska, said she
represents Right to Life, Interior Al aska, her famly, and
hersel f. She advised she is a parent of four daughters, that

she has found a gross lack of transparency in the Planned
Par ent hood curriculum asked how anyone can allow tax dollars to
go to an organization that is hiding information from [ parents],
and how can legislators regulate what is being taught as they do
with teachers if it's not transparent. She further asked about
all of the other less controversial alternatives, such as the
CareNet Resource Pregnancy Center and opined that teachers and

parents are capable educators and w Il support the students,
even in sex education. She referred to the testifiers from
Sitka with awful experiences that shouldn't be ignored. She

advised that these are public school <children, they deserve
better than an abortion industry profiting from their sexual
experiences, teaching them their biased values, and they deserve
parents and qualified teachers. She asked that the committee
vote yes and protect children.

4:53:50 PM

ALETA GEER said she supports SB 89, is a grandnother and great
grandnother, and is against Planned Parenthood s involvenent
with Alaska's children in any manner whatsoever. Even though,
she agreed it may offer some good services, the nmjor part of
what it does is norally and ethically wong and that any
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all omance of its involvenent in educating students is just
saying that what it is doing is okay. She agrees there are
ot her organi zations out there that would be nore beneficial and
education is inportant because she has seen the results of
students not knowi ng what is going on. She w shes she had been
educated but her famly was too shy to even confront the issue.
She related that the schools are focusing so nuch on sex that
that is all the students seem to be talking about and doing,
rat her than focusing on the education of academ cs. She pointed
out that sex education is inportant but there is so nmuch nore to
it than just the education, which is part of the problem
because it is enotional.

4:56:16 PM

BUTCH MOORE noted that it is inportant to consider that there is
a relatively small group of people pushing this bill. The rea
effect of this bill was stated by a teacher in Honer at a
previ ous conmttee neeting, such that the difference in the opt-
in and opt-out is a huge portion of this bill. He opined they
had 268 students, two of those students opted out and if this
bill passes there will be a mandatory opt-in. He pointed out

that the Honer teacher explained that if 10-20 percent of the
parents are not active with their children, they won't get the
paperwork back to the teacher so the child who desperately needs
t he education because they don't have a parent that is teaching
t hem and being active, those 10-20 percent will not receive the
educati on. In addition, the teacher nentioned that she wll
have to handl e 268 pieces of paper. He noted that when the bill
conmes up for a vote to consider that parents opposed to this

education have the right to opt their children out. Currently,
the parents expressing concern can opt their children out,
Al askans do not need this bill. Potentially, the parents that

are not active with their children and do not opt their children
in, those are the children who really need the education because
they may be suffering from abuse. He commented that if the
| egi slature isolates a single group of people, it opens the door
for future legislation that may al so be unconstitutional.

4:59: 03 PM

PAM GOODE said she supports SB 89, and that this bill is not
about depriving students of sex education or reproductive
education, this bill is about parental rights and keeping

abortion providers out of the public schools. Specifically, she
said, the discussion is about Planned Parenthood which is the
organi zation "that just got busted" for selling aborted baby

HOUSE HSS COW TTEE -42- April 12, 2016



parts, and she said to Representative Tarr that those videos are
not proven to be false, although people were indicted. Children
know what Planned Parenthood does and they do far nore than

educate the children on the reproductive process. These
organi zati ons have no business having access to the children in
Al aska's public schools. In the event a parent supports Pl anned

Par ent hood, they can access that organization on their own and
with their own children, and she asked the conmttee to do the
right thing and pass the bill out of commttee.

5:01:15 PM

CATHY G RARD urged the committee to vote against SB 89. She
related that in the 1970s she had a health class, but it wasn't
until she was 12 years old that she realized how babies were
made, but she didn't find out in health class. She said she
didn't receive any sexual education from her nother until
nmenstruation at age 12, which was far too l|ate because her
girlfriends and she were already conparing their nine year old
bodies to the playboy nagazines they pilfered fromtheir fathers

and brothers. She related that she grew up in an upper mddle
class famly with two parents, which is atypical for today.
Even coming from the "best of famlies,” it does not guarantee
medically accurate or age appropriate sexual education. By

luck, she was able to nmake it through high school and college
wi t hout getting pregnant, and because she received her college
education has always been able to financially support herself.
In her mnd, SB 89 is a classic unconstitutional exanple of a
conflict between church and state. If crisis pregnancy centers
or Alaska Right to Life were the organization teaching sexua
education in Al aska public schools, SB 89 and the ongoing anti-

Pl anned Parent hood bill would never be in front of the conmttee
as they have been nost recently. She advised this is her third
testinmony against this bill and she is dunb-founded that the
| egislature is taking so nmuch time to dicker over a bill that
will basically strip sexual education at a tinme when the state's
budget is in crisis. She asked the committee to renenber that

t he educational services Planned Parenthood provides to schools
are free and are not funded at taxpayer expense, and the cost of
unpl anned pregnancies, unwanted children, donmestic violence,
date rape, breast cancer, reproductive system cancers, and
sexually transmtted infections don't only cone with a persona
cost, but a societal cost. She said to ask the 6,000 parents of
the 3,000 children currently in foster care in Al aska.

5:03:41 PM
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ERI C GLATT, Attorney, American Civil Liberties Union of Al aska
said he is testifying in opposition to SB 89. He referred to
Sections 3 and 5 of the bill which provides that Al aska students
cannot receive high quality, age appropriate, nedically accurate
instruction in human sexual health if that instruction is

delivered by a certain class of people. The class of people
identified by the law bears no necessary relationship to the
content of that instruction. As the bill sponsor, Senator

Dunl eavy noted before the commttee |ast week, Sections 3 and 5
do not concern thenselves with what is taught, but only with who
is teaching. Nanely, enployees and volunteers of hospitals and
clinic where abortion services are provided. Wen a bill takes
such an unusual posture the |ogical question to ask is why, what
| egi sl ative purpose is furthered by identifying who teaches in

order to address what students | earn. Answering that question
speaks directly to several of the constitutional infirmties the
ACLU has identified in the bill and submtted in witten

testinmony |ast week, and several of these were also flagged by
the Legislative Legal and Research Services. Section 3 and 5 of

SB 89 have the appearance of an wunconstitutional bill of
at t ai nder, may vi ol ate constitutional requi renents of
sustentative due process, may vi ol ate constitutional
requi renents  of equal protection, and Section 5 risks

unconstitutionally restricting the right to free speech and
freedom of association. The ACLU al so pointed out the great and
avoi dabl e expense Alaska has already incurred in defending
simlar unconstitutional |aws. For these reasons, the ACLU
urges the commttee not to pass SB 89.

5:05: 36 PM

MR. GLATT noted that two |awyers testifying |ast week expressed
different interpretations as to the constitutional infirmties
the ACLU identified. Attorney Alisa Gaves, based in Texas
spoke on behalf of a group based in Arizona argued, on behal f of
Al'liance Defending Freedom that when performng an equal

protection analysis the courts would only require that the
| egi sl ature have a rational basis for its classification system
and the rational basis is considered a |low bar to clear. Ms.

Graves did not share with the commttee that the United States
Suprene Court has never found expressions of noral disapprova

to be sufficient to clear the rational basis bar.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked M. d att to wap up his testinony.

5:06: 25 PM
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JAMES SQUYRES advised he is hopeful the commttee nenbers
realize they are being manipulated by organized |obby efforts
and it is their duty to filter down to reality. He said he is
in favor of SB 89, and suggested the nenbers pass the bill out
of comm ttee.

5:07: 03 PM

DEENA M TCHELL noted there has been excellent testinony and did
not want to be repetitive, but she definitely appreciated the
focus on good sex education providing information on prevention,
consent, and healthy rel ationships. Fortunately, she comented,
her children, two girls and one boy, received conprehensive sex
education through a program her church offers and many children
do not have that opportunity. It is very inportant to teach
children about sexuality and sensuality in an age appropriate
manner, and that opting-in creates a ridiculous barrier for
those children and parents currently have the right to opt-out.
Her church offers sexual ity educati on begi nni ng with
ki ndergarten, and it teaches children what is a safe touch and
what is not. It is well known that conprehensive sex education
hel ps to avoid sexual abuse, it delays sexual activity of which
is the only thing proven to delay sexual activity, it prevents
unpl anned pregnanci es, and consequently abortions. She rel ated
that the name, Planned Parenthood, says it all as it is about
everyone having a planned experience wth parenthood, and
referred to the discussions around parental rights and opined
that she is nore focused on Alaskan children's rights. Her
children are grown, and she said she feels confident they have
the skills they need, know how to assert thenselves, recognize a

healthy relationship, and know how to approach it. Once our
children get to junior high and high school, parents do not have
parental control any |onger. She then stressed that she

appreci ates Planned Parenthood and its curriculum as well as
the curriculum her church provides, which is conprehensive, age
appropriate information for students so they are not in the
dark, they can ask anonynous questions and receive nedically
accurate information. She asked the commttee to oppose SB 89.

5:09:25 PM

CAROL CARMEN said she supports SB 89, is a retired teacher who
received training in health education, and assured the conmmttee

that for many years teachers have taught sex education. The
claim that it is not being provided or that only an abortion
provi der can teach it properly is not true. The bill does not

prevent teaching sex education in schools, it only affects who
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teaches it. She said she is especially concerned about Planned

Parenthood's fourth grade curriculum as it is not age
appropriate, and in all grade levels it is nothing less than
porn and pronotes promscuity. She said she found it sensible

that the conmttee would vote to prevent an abortion provider
from teaching in Alaska's public schools due to the alarmng
obvious conflict of interest, and that allowing an abortion
provider to teach sex to children and teens begets prom scuity,
whi ch begets unwanted pregnancies and venereal disease, and
provi des business to that abortion provider.

5:11:17 PM

KAREN PERRY said she has been a certified Al aska teacher for 30
plus years and spoke in support of the First Amendnent of the
Constitution of the United States for all parents. She supports
SB 89, and noted that she has listened to the testinonies and

that "much of it is schizophrenic. This bill is not about STPs
(sic) and etcetera -- it is not about the right of Planned
Parenthood to be in our public schools.™ This bill is about
parents exercising their First Amendnent rights under the |aw of
the |and, and if the parent's religion believes that

honmosexual ity and premarital sex is a sin, the schools have no
right to teach children that those are normal and acceptable
behavi ors. If the conmittee does not pass this bill it is
setting itself up for a nultitude of |awsuits and she asked
whet her the conmmttee wants to waste nore state noney fighting

the lawsuits. Everyone has First Anendnents rights and people
do not need to have these rights usurped by the commttee,
Pl anned Parenthood, or any other entity. She stated that the

[ parents] should not have their children exposed to an agency
whose main goal is to profit financially by destroying, burning,
and ripping children apart from linb to linb for its own
financial gain. Schools are required to have highly qualified
certified teachers to provide instructions to students and they
can do so capably. Also, if any programs fault is for parents
to have an opt-in, the program should really be to not have to

opt - out . Since tax payers pay for schools with tax dollars,
schools cannot use it to teach against a religious belief, and
requested that the committee pass the bill out of conmttee for

a full vote of both bodies.
5:13:36 PM
W LLI AM DEATON, Eighth G ade Student, Cordova Junior/ Senior High

School, said he supports SB 89, and is in favor of his parents’
ability to opt him out of sex education. He said he is against
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Pl anned Parenthood being able to teach his famly, friends or
him about abortion and sex education because it is a clear
conflict of interest. He presuned everyone knew what was going
on this summer with the videos of Planned Parenthood selling
fetus tissue and he argued to Representative Tarr that those
videos were not proven wong, although people were indicted.
Pl anned Parenthood kills children when they are in the wonb
every day and it is sad to hear about that, he said.

5:14:58 PM

TOM BRAUND said he supports SB 89 because parents have an
absolute right to control who teaches their children and how,
especially about noral sex education and val ues. Specifically,
abortion providers and sex education conpanies have an agenda
different from nost parents he knows, they need to stay out of
school s, and these conpani es should never be supported by public
noney. He advised that no one should assune that because a
parent doesn't opt into sonmething that it has authority to opt
those children into those prograns for them Teachi ng any sex
education in schools, especially in co-ed class, pronotes sexual
interest which leads to trouble, he said.

5:16: 07 PM

MARCI HAWKINS said she is from the other side of Sutton, "the
ignored constituents from Senator Dunleavy's district.” She
stated she is opposed to SB 89, and that in Sutton parents are
allowed to opt-in or opt-out as her sister just opted-out her
ni ece. She pointed to an issue in the bill of taking contro
away from Al aska's school boards on the subject of curriculum
and if they are taking away this control who w Il decide what
goes in. She further pointed out that if the state takes
control away from Al askan local elected officials, such as
school boards, it need to provide that curriculum and how to pay

for it. In the event a person does not I|ike what the school
district nmenbers are doing, vote them out of office. She
described this bill as non-productive and certainly would |ike
to see sonething next session that says the parents have the
right to opt-in or opt-out, but the rest of the bill wll be
wast ed noney. She expressed, "Representative Tarr, you go
girl."

5:18:14 PM

GRETCHEN NELSON said she believes the legislature should be
focusing on extrenmely inportant information and not |ess
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information for our young adults to live successful and healthy
lives and meke good deci sions. As a parent of tw young
daughters, and a teacher wth 30 plus experience in the
Anchorage School District, she remarked that she has experienced
firsthand the value of conprehensive nedically accurate
i nformation regar di ng sexual assaul t and responsi bl e
reproductive health education. Her daughters were enrolled in
one of the nost inportant elective classes of their high schoo
careers, entitled "Human Sexuality and Healthy Relationships,"
and on nunerous occasions they have told her of the non-
j udgnent al , unbi ased medi cal | y accurate i nformation on
reproductive health and relationships they received in the
class. The class was not on abortion as that is not part of the
curriculum and this commttee is talking about accurate
information which is inportant, not on abortion, she stressed
Accurate information has definitely led to less promscuity,
| ess abortions, |ess unplanned pregnhancies in other countries,
et cetera. She related that she is opposed to this bil
prohibiting Planned Parenthood from providing the accurate
information that she knows it provides, and studies show that
conprehensive sex education is effective at reducing STDs and
can delay sexual activity. As college students, she pointed out
that she has been alarmed and scared for her daughters' safety
with the high rate of assaults on college canpuses, and the nore
informati on students have on sexual violence they will be nore
likely to make a report when it occurs and possibly avoid it at
all costs. She asked that the comm ttee oppose this bill.

5:20: 27 PM

PAUL D. KENDALL said he wanted to voice an opinion and not make
a stand either way, and he has no conflict of interest either
sexually or by nonetary gain. He expressed concern that "we as
men" have a l|ot of serious business coning at a very rapid
escal ati ng pace, and when he sees nonents |ike this he becones
concer ned. He asked the commttee that from now on when it has
monments like this he would like to see all the subjects that
school teaches. He opined that the public needs to see what is
being designed in the context of what the school district is
doing, because it appears that "we are taking away the
children's age of innocence. Not only that, but we are taking
away accountability for the female who wants to breed at wll
and want or desire," as opposed to being responsible for her
fundanmental drive or will in our society and the universe, for
that matter. M. Kendall continued as foll ows:
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So, what 1'd like to see you nmen do, is I'd like to

see you -- maybe you could |eave Juneau -the land of
meditation down there - and cone back early and |et
the wonen herd up and give them sone kind of
instructions |like the follow ng: Nunber one, if
you're going to breed at wll and want, you' re going
to be responsible for whatever cones out - period.

Nunber two, you're not going to continue to titillate
our young nales to a nere irresponsible state of mnd

and then have them divide and create all kinds of
crines, like donestic violence and violence of other
nen. The third thing is that | think the wonmen are
going to conme back and tell us how we're going to

handle the females who sinply want to breed, breed
and breed and then try to encapsulate or capture a
male into sone role of ... providing them the
substance under which they can get nore and nore
fi nanci al support.”

MR. KENDALL said he is not proposing burkas or chastity belts..
5:22:46 PM

CHAI R SEATON cl osed public testinony on SB 89. He noted that
the commttee received docunents from Cordova, the Cordova
School Board, Cordova school board nenbers, Delta Geely Schoo

Board, and principals in other areas reporting on the responses
they received within their districts, and all are opposed to the
passage of SB 89.

5:23:38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ said the bill does not prohibit or ban
the teaching of sex education, but it enpowers parents to direct
the education of their children. She depicted Planned

Parenthood as though it has an automatic right to Alaska's
children and an automatic right to teach sex education, and
after reviewing its materials offered that there are troubling
patterns. She referred to Planned Parenthood' s website, within
the educator's toolbox, it discusses abortion and the norning
after pill in the teen-age section. She expressed shock in what
she reviewed because the materials are culturally insensitive
i nsul ting, and degr adi ng to traditional cul tures, t he
traditional Mislim cultures, Hi spanic, Southeast Asian, and
African cultures. She opined she was insulted and enbarrassed
because sone of the material was graphic, it appears to condone
premarital sex which is contradictory and insensitive to many
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cultures and religious groups. For exanple, she said the
digital tools for teens are ganes and quiz "Starting to feel
confortable in your relationship - keep a good thing going worry
free," and it goes into different types of contraceptives, and
that tone of voice and wording |leads her to believe that it
encourages premarital sex and in sonme famlies and religions

that is not appropriate. Included on the Planned Parenthood web
site is "How to talk with your child about sexuality - A
parent's gquide," which wll be enbarrassing to herself and

ot hers because "according to this guy” within the ages of birth-
two years the baby should be allowed to enjoy nmasturbation and
it was nornmal to allow the child to nasturbate within three-five
years. A person can disagree whether it is correct or not, but
it is totally insensitive to religious groups and many ethnic
gr oups. Wthin the Planned Parenthood website "Filling the
gap," she related that the site discusses abortion "and they
have ele -- elenentary school, | guess tal king about abortion in
el enentary school and mddle school and junior high school and
hi gh school . " She advised she grew up in a different culture
and sees this as an invitation to certain behaviors that are not
acceptable to nany Anmeri cans.

5:28:31 PM

REPRESENTATIVE WOOL related that with respect to Vice Chair
Vazquez' enbarrassnent, it is a comobn enption especially when
parents are dealing wth sex education issues wth their
children. He referred to cooments by a testifier who grew up in
an upper mddle class home with two parents that was better off
financially than others, and he did not receive any sex
education fromhis parents. This is not uncommon at all in that
many have grown up in such environnents where their parents or a
single parent didn't tal k about chlanydia or STDs, although when
he was a kid they didn't have H'V, or internet sex. Sexual
topics were not discussed, which doesn't nmean it shouldn't be
di scussed and he related that he respects Vice Chair Vasquez'
respect for other cultures because it is inportant. O her
cultures do not want girls to go to school, and he asked whet her
that neans there should be no discussion about girls going to
school, or not talk about cultures that do not allow wonmen to

vot e. There are other cultures with different values that are
different than ours, and "we have our own culture”" which is
important to address. The issue of Planned Parenthood in

schools, it sounds like there are 3.5 educators in the state,
they are invited into the schools, parents can opt-out - this is
not about parental rights because parents can opt-out. He
related that there are many inportant facts kids need to l|learn
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and if the school curriculum had staff and was providing the
education that would be great, but it sounds |ike the schools
need hel p. According to testinony from the students, he
related, it sounds like they appreciate getting sone of this
education from an outside person with their teacher in the room
but they do not want to ask their honeroom teacher about
masturbation, as it mght be enbarrassing and if soneone else
conmes in to teach it may nmeke it easier. He referred to the
testifier who comented on the availability of porn on the
internet and that is an inportant issue especially, not only in
the physical sexual relationships people are inquiring about,
but also the enotional side of things. He related that what is
seen on the internet is not accurate or healthy in either of
t hose aspects, especially the enotional side. Curricul um about
heal thy relationships, consent, boundaries, and such are very
inportant to learn and if kids are only seeing one side of it,
they need the well-rounded side of a healthy rel ationship, when
to say no, and what proper relationships are.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL said he thinks "getting good education to
kids at different ages about different things" is good, and he

said none of the testinony sounds like "abortion is being
i ndoctrinated or promscuity or any of these things." He
offered that it sounds |like nore of an objection on other
aspects of what Planned Parenthood does. According to the
testinmonies, the education and curriculum being provided in the
schools by Planned Parenthood is well received by teachers,

parents, students, and he rem nded the nenbers that parents can
opt - out .

5:32: 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TALERI CO offered that he supports the bill and
that he was raised during a tinme where the certified teachers in
the classroom absolutely had to do all of the curriculum all of
the time, and he <continues to support certified teachers
delivering everything in the classroons. There are al ways
strong feelings on this particular subject and [society] wll
never get away fromthat, but he said he wants people to know he
supports the bill. He related that it is tough for parents and
he has two children, ages 37 and 39, the parent is the nost
inportant person in their <child s Ilife, and another person
cannot be brought in and think they will replace the parent.
The parent can be the nost inportant and nost influential person
in their <children's lives, and he offered that these are
difficult conversations, but to bear down and have these
difficult conversations. He related that the parent wll fee
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better because he's been there and done it and it wasn't easy,

but in his experience it has its rewards. Thankful ly, he
remar ked, his spouse helped him find the courage to help him
through it. Parents are incredibly influential in their child's
life and if the parent believes sonething is inportant, their
child will think it is inportant as well. He suggested to
parents, whether the bill is advanced or not, to have those

heart to heart inportant conversations with their children. He
related that his son is nortified wwth the statistics in Al aska
of sexual assault and abuse, and donestic violence because he
remenbers their conversations of how to treat the opposite sex,
and that it was his job to protect the opposite sex. He offered
his appreciation to the students who have testified because it
IS a sensitive subject.

5:36: 55 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR offered that she opposes this bill for
several reasons, such that during the 20 years she has been in
Alaska it has led the nation in rates of donestic violence and
sexual assault and she does not want that to be true 20 years
from now  She described these as issues that disproportionally
i npact wonen, although certainly nmen are affected by donestic
vi ol ence and sexual assault, but as a wonman it is a persona
issue and it is tine to renove the silence and discussed these
i ssues and having these educational naterials in the schools is
a piece of that. Research denonstrates w thout question that
sexual ity education works and it can delay sexual activity, such
that the national canpaign to prevent unplanned teen-age
pregnancy perfornmed focus group research with teen-agers and
asked them about their decision nmeking related to sexual
activity, and the teen-agers quoted from seeing reality shows,
such as "Teen Mm" and "16 and Pregnant” that the shows
informed them about the real hardships associated wth teen-age
pregnancy and nade them rethink their actions. Information is
out there and that kids wll get information from different
sources, and to the extent parents can have sone influence over
them getting good information it has been shown that this
culturally appropriate, age appropriate, nedically accurate,
non-judgnmental, unbiased information can help students in
obtaining the information they need. It is inportant that nore
education is offered at a young age, she stressed, because
within her 20 vyears of teaching college students regarding
reproductive health, physiology and human anatony, and wthin
her nunerous years of assisting in sponsoring healthy sexuality
week at UAA, the questions that young adults are asking are
alarming. The lack of information they have about their bodies
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and how their bodies work is alarmng, they need serious
biological information to nake good, healthy decisions and
understand what is going on in their bodies. She related that a
health educator had an online question and answer service, and
the two of them discussed the type of questions being asked of
young adults on their own who could live wth soneone or be
sexual ly active. Unfortunately, if they have not received
education prior to college the chances of them naking bad
decisions or getting thenselves into unsafe or unconfortable
situation is that nuch greater. Strikingly, she conmented,

di scussion of the bill has been situated around the idea of
parental rights, none of which are being infringed upon right
now as every parent has the right to renove their student from
any class they object to and apparently a nunber of parents are
not taking advantage of that opportunity, if that is the rea

probl em here.

5:40: 48 PM

REPRESENTATI VE TARR expressed confusion as to why there 1is
tension here, why there are certain people who feel |ike giving
students nedically accurate, age appropriate information 1is
sonmehow taking away from their role as a parent. She rel ated
that she advocates for a partnership with the famly and the
community, so that the anatony and biological information the
st udent gets at school is culturally appropriate, age
appropriate, nedically accurate, non-judgnental, unbiased, and
then the students go honme and talk to their parents about the
information they received which is where the parent has the
conversation about norality and how that information is applied
in soneone's life. She said she would hope that Al askans woul d
come together as a community and all talk about it nore, and
certainly if this was taking place A aska would not continuously
lead the nation in donestic violence, sexual assault, child
sexual abuse, and STDs. People w Il hopefully, she related,
conme together as a community to build partnerships that include
the information a student receives at school, coupled with the
parental conversation about famly values, cultural values,
viewpoi nts, and how that information is applied. April is
sexual assault and child abuse prevention nonth and she asked
that people determne how to take that information and change
the cultural nornms around violence in Al aska. The st at enent
that it is unconstitutional 1is an issue that should be
consi dered, but from the public health perspective which is the
focus of this commttee, this does not do anything to advance
its efforts on preventing sonme of these terrible health outcones
in Al aska. She advised she will be a no vote on the bill.
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5:43: 05 PM

CHAIR SEATON stated that from the public health data the
conmttee received, at least three to five to seven tines nore
STDs occur outside of the areas this education is taking place,
the Gulf Coast and Sout heast Al aska. Therefore, he pointed out,
as far as public health it appears when students live in areas
that are not receiving the education it has not been as
benefi ci al . The conmittee reviewed the data and the nunber of
public health nurses providing sonme sex education, and wthin
the last year nine public health nurse positions have been cut
resulting in a reduction in that workforce. Wth regard to
overriding local control for |ocal school boards and exenpting
materials needed for public health where it had been decided
locally to invite people in, the commttee checked with schoo

districts and Planned Parenthood educators, who advised the
teacher is always in the room and he related that he wants to
be certain the nenbers understand that the certified teacher is
always in the room There is information on the web, and
commttee investigated sone National Planned Parenthood data
that is not being used in Al askan schools, he advised. Not only
that, he said, the data is selected by the school board,
principal, and the teachers of what |essons would be taught.
People, on their own tine doing sonmething else, cannot be in a
public school according to the bill and, he related, it is
probl emati ¢ because freedom of speech and freedom of association
are broadly inplicated, and he is not supporting this bill.

5:45:53 PM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ noved to report [CS FOR SENATE BILL NO
89(RLS) amefd add)] out of commttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR obj ect ed.
5:46: 09 PM

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives Vazquez and
Tal erico voted in favor of the notion to nove CS FOR SENATE BI LL
NO. 89(RLS) amefd add) out of commttee wth individua
recommendat i ons and t he accomnpanyi ng fiscal not es.
Representatives Stutes, Wol, Tarr, Foster, and Seaton voted
against it. Therefore, CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 89(RLS) am(efd
add) failed to pass from the House Health, Education and Socia
Services Standing Conmttee by a vote of 2-5.
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CHAIR SEATON thanked the conmittee and testifiers, and he
especially thanked the students who took their tinme to testify.
He specified that whether nmenbers agreed with their testinonies
or not, the students are actively engaged in civics and the
commttee appreciates their perspective.

5:47:39 PM
ADJ OURNNMENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Health and Social Services Standing Conmittee neeting was
adj ourned at 5:47 p.m
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