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10: 00: 00 AM

CHAIR LOUI SE STUTES called the House Special Comittee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 10:00 a.m Representatives Stutes
(via teleconference), Mllett (via teleconference), and Otiz
were present at the call to order. Representative Kreiss-
Tonkins (via teleconference) arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess. Al so present were Representatives Minoz and Kito and
Senat or Egan.

PRESENTATI ON(S): Transboundary | ssues

10: 03: 08 AM

CHAI R STUTES announced that the only order of business would be
a presentation of transboundary issues followed by invited and
public testinony.

10: 04: 28 AM

BARBARA BLAKE, Special Assistant, Ofice of the Lieutenant
Governor, directed attention to the commttee packet, and the
statenent of cooperation ["APPENDIX | to the Menorandum of
Under st andi ng and cooperation between the State of Al aska and
the Province of British Colunbia executed Novenber 25, 2015 by
the Honorable Bill Wal ker, Governor of Alaska and the Honorable
Christy Clark, Premer of British Colunbia Between The State of
Al aska Departnents of Environnmental Conservation, Fish and Gane
and Natural Resources And The Province of British Colunbia
Mnistries of Environnent, and Energy and Mnes"]. Thi s
statenent of cooperation (SOC), she said, was devel oped over the
|ast 18 nonths based on the feedback from the engagenent of

numer ous entities i ncl udi ng: st akehol der s, tribal
representatives, federal, and state officials. The SOC provides
specific directives, which include: collection of Dbaseline

water quality data on transboundary waters and devel opnent of a
joint nonitoring program to help identify any future changes in
water quality or ecosystem health; devel opnent of joint
opportunities with British Colunbia (BC), Canada, to facilitate
the participation of all state, federal, and tribal entities in
the permtting and environnmental review process of transboundary
projects; ensure that the state, federal, tribal and public
entities have access to current information on the environnental
performance of closed and operating mnes, as well as other
significant conmercial developnments, in transboundary regions;
engage with British Colunbia (B.C) to address issues of
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broader concern to include governnent oversight of the design

and nmaintenance of tailing facilities. The signing of this
docunent, she stressed, represents the beginning point for this
ongoi ng, collaborative work. The Ofice of the Lieutenant
Governor acknow edges the necessity to hold further neetings,
such as today's hearing, to further the effort. To that end,
regul arly scheduled, nonthly neetings are being held to address
the provisions set forth in the agreenent. She reported that

Li eutenant Governor Byron Mallott has commtted continued
support of other efforts that are involved with the protection
of Alaskan water quality, as related to the protection of the
transboundary rivers, including initiatives that are area
specific.

10: 08: 21 AM

RI CHARD PETERSQN, President, Central Council Tlingit & Haida
| ndian Tribes of Alaska (CCTH TA), said this issue relates on a
personal level as many tribal nenbers track their historic
lineage to specific rivers and share a concern for the
headwaters of the watersheds from which they sustain their
customary and traditional ways of life. He said it is a
col l ective concern, enconpassing the existence of all Southeast
Al askan residents, indigenous and not, who depend on the water
resources. The rivers provide an economc as well as spiritua
sustenance. Currently the state is in an econom ¢ pinch and all
of Southeast, and parts of the @Gulf of Al aska, depends on being
able to harvest the seafood spawned in the watersheds of this

regi on. He acknow edged that tourism also provides jobs and a
host of opportunities. The recent Munt Polley mne tailings
breach, endured by the Canadian counterparts of Alaska's
Natives, has tribal nmenbers terrified that it wll happen here.
Such an occurrence would preclude the Natives, and others, from
sustaining their historic way of |Ilife, he stressed, and

characterized the devastation the British Colunbia (B.C.) mne
breach created acquainting it to the detonation of an atomc
bonb. The sane conpany, using the sanme design for retention of
tailings, 1is operating in Alaska s Southeast region. Any
devel opnent that poses the risk of such a high level of
destruction is not an activity that nmany can support, he opined,
and offered that his stance 1is typically pro-devel opnment.
However, the stakes are too high and a failure, on the scale of
Mount Poll ey, would decinate the fishing industry and our way of
life in Southeast, he stressed. The Central Council of the
Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Al aska (CCTH TA) has taken
the lead for nonitoring the river systens through funding
provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Concerns exist
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due to the state not stepping up to the plate to obtain baseline
monitoring, which is crucial information to be gathered. The
central council has hired an environmental consulting firm and
gathers data on a nonthly basis from a nunber of watersheds.
The state should assune the |eadership of this endeavor, he
suggest ed. The CCTHI TA recently hosted a nunber of neetings to
facilitate interactions between U S. and Canadian tribal |eaders
in Ketchikan and Juneau. During the course of the neetings,
CCTHI TA |l odged a request with the U S. Environnental Protection
Agency (EPA) to match the BI A funds, supporting the continuation
of the baseline water analysis research. He cited the
International Treaty to Protect the Salish Sea [Vancouver, BC,
Canada, Septenber 21, 2014] as a ground breaki ng exanpl e of what
could be used as a nobdel to protect Southeast. M. Peterson
voiced the need for state to invoke actions including: t aki ng
an instrunental position in water quality nonitoring; take
measures for protecting endangered salnmon runs; strengthen
wor ki ng rel ati ons between agenci es; and acknow edge/ chanpi on the
need to honor the Native's governnment rights. He shared an
anecdote to illustrate the dismssive actions he recently
encountered during neetings with industry officials regarding
the condition of the Unuk River. He pointed out to them that
the CCTHA has identified a depletion of salnobn stocks on the

Unuk River, and considers the run to be in great danger. The
officials appeared to be frustrated with the questions and
concerns posed by the Alaskan tribal |eaders. When questi oned

about a specific salnon run, the dismssive response was that
the run is strong on the Canadi an side; despite the Unuk being a
shared wat er shed. “It's all the sane water," he pointed out.
The signing of the statenment of cooperation (SOC) is a first
step, he stressed, and expressed optimsm for having the
docunent refined and honed through continued input. He
underscored the need for the tribal sovereign governnent to be
recognized as a peer of other governnent entities, not as
st akehol ders. He recounted the various connections that the
CCTHIA is cultivating with tribes of the inmmediate area, to
strengthen relationships, as well as neetings in Wshington,
D.C., to unite with the First Nations Tribal Assenbly. He
expressed specific concern wth the SOC stating that,
econonmcally, the B.C governnment has everything to gain and
Al aska not hi ng. The negative economc inpacts that would need
to be shouldered by Alaska, in the event of a mning
catastrophe, could be huge, as well as the socioeconom c costs
to the future generations of Al askans, he finished.

10: 20: 22 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE MUNCZ i nquired about the anmount of funding being
provided by the BIA and whether it is being provided in the
formof a nulti-year conm tnent.

10: 20: 28 AM

MR. PETERSON responded that the BIA has nade contributions on a
year to year basis, not as a nulti-year contract, and funding
has been in the neighborhood of $80,000 to $100, 000, annually.
He offered to provide further details to the commttee.

10: 21: 43 AM

FREDERI CK OLSEN, JR., Tribal Vice President, Oganized Village
of Kasaan, Chair, United Tribal Transboundary M ning Wrk G oup,
commented on the current econony and stock nmarket and how there

is an illusion of the current lifestyle and standard of |iving.
Conpani es are driven to do better and better every year, which
is not sustainable, he opined. In reality, we live in a
pristine, tenperate rainforest, where the tribes have I|ived
their way of life for thousands of years and never considered
they owned the land, but rather co-exist in a way with the
animals, while also acting as stewards. The Natives are now

akin to the canaries that were once used in the coal mnes, and
stated as foll ows:

W are singing for our survival. Meanwhile as we're
speaking, right this second, the Tul sequah Chief m ne
[British Colunbia, Canada, at the confluence of the
Taku and Tul sequah Rivers] continues to pollute the
Taku Ri ver water shed.

MR. OLSEN continued that we live at a time of transition to
either nove toward the future and live in donme cities and eat
pills for food, he predicted, or awake from the illusion and
take a different approach. Figuring it out may not be easy, but
neither was going to the noon and "people wthout cell phones
went to the noon," he said. Approach matters, he offered. Wen
Presi dent Ronal d Reagan renoved the solar panels from the Wite
House it was a mmjor event that was probably not covered by the
news nedia;, however, our world is much different now from that
smal | action. Simlar to approach, words matter, he continued.
If something carries the noniker of a "tailings storage
facility" it merits different attention and is treated
differently than a lake of poison that's held back by sand.
Mount Polley had a | ake of poison held back by sand, which was
supposed to last forever but failed in less than 20 years.
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Equi val ent retention engineering is what is being used/ proposed
at other Canadian mning facilities that are many tines |arger

than Munt Polley. The frustration of being downstream from
these large scale nmines has brought the majority of Southeast
Al askan's to rally in opposition. However, the real fight is

bei ng waged across the border and it is inportant to unite with
Canadi an counterparts, who are al so adverse to such devel opnent.

M. Osen said efforts to prop-up the failing oil industry is
futile, opining that oil is old news and represents an industry
i n decline. He conjectured that patents for electric vehicles
have been bought by controlling entities, which wll only
rel ease the patents when their conpani es have benefited fromthe
sale of the last cup of oil. The issue is not a Native issue
but rather a human health issue, requiring intervention and
assistance from the state |egislature. He posed rhetorically,
"Il's our way of |ife, our very Ilives, just a cost of doing
business; is this what we've cone to?" It's inmportant to

identify who it is that supports mining which uses these nethods
on this scale, he stressed and suggested that advocates are
peopl e bought and paid for by the industry, as well as outsiders
to the region who would be unaffected by the consequences of a
failure. Such people may only be in the area for the 50 year
life of the mne, whereas the generational populace wll
continue to live with the outfall for hundreds of years. Nor do
these supporters have constituents to which they nust answer.

He acknow edged that a popular illusion exists that mning jobs
are the primary/only econony available in the area, which is not
true. Further the illusion extends that being against a

particular mne, for whatever reasons, acquaints to being
against all mning. Again, he assured, this is not accurate and

such accusations need to be dispelled. A 2012 Canadi an
statistic, indicates that for every $1 mllion invested in the
oil and gas devel opnent, 2 jobs are created, but for the sane
investnment in clean energy 15 jobs are created. Recal ling the

Mount Polly disaster, he noted that it's wunfathomable to
consi der not being able to harvest fish, but for the people of
that area getting no fish is a reality that will continue into
the foreseeable future. An independent panel, convened
specifically to address the disaster, provided an official
directive that business as wusual should not be allowed to

conti nue. However, w thin one year the Munt Polley mne has
resuned full operations and the | ake of poison nmay have breached
a second tine, due to a recent rain storm he reported. He
pleaded for the legislature to assist in obtaining an
I nternational Joint Comm ssion (1JC) referral. The 1JC acts as
t he governing body for the [International Boundary Waters Treaty
Act, RS., c. 1-20, s. 1, January 11, 1909], agreed to and
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signed by the US. and Canada to address this exact type of
issue and ensure that the two federal governnents would work
t oget her. The nost famliar aspect of the naned act (Act) is
Article 1V, dealing with harm or potential harm inflicted by
one party on the other. Today's hearing is focused on potenti al
harm however, harm has already occurred with the Tul sequah
Chi ef m ne. Continuing, he said Article IX allows that, from
time to tinme, these articles may require review Al aska has
never been a party of an [JC referral, he pointed out, and
suggested that, given that it's hundred years-plus since the Act
was signed, perhaps it's time for Alaska to be referred to, and
receive oversight from the conmm ssion. Al t hough sone m ght
refer to this as federal overreach, he opined that such a view
shoul d be considered code for "the polluters or the people that
are |looking the other way because they have some interest in
this mne." He suggested that federal under-reach is actually
occurring and recalled the severe pollution that resulted in the
river fire [Cuyahoga River, Ceveland, Chio, 1969], despite the
fact that rivers don't typically catch fire, and resulted in the
passage of the [Cean Wter Act]. W need the federal
government to uphold its fiduciary trust responsibility to its
tribes but also to attend to the very health of all its
citizens. The statement of cooperation (SOC) is nice, he said,
but stressed that this is an international situation. The SCC
agreenent is limted in scope, he cautioned, and offered the
analogy of a comunity formng a neighborhood watch but
understanding that there is still a need to have police.

10: 37: 20 AM

MR. OLSEN pointed out that a nyth also exists that up-front
financial assurances wll provide a level of protection to
assure a good end result, but no anount of noney can reclaim a
| ost way of life. He queried whether the Last Frontier isn't
sonething to protect, versus paving over. He beseeched the
conmttee to figure out the transboundary m ning issue stating:

There's two kinds of Alaskan's: there's Al as-kans,
and there's Alas-kan'ts. And | believe ... that the
majority of good people are Al as-kans, and we figure
it out. We don't look for a way over ... [ph] over in
Al aska and we can't do that. No, we're an Al as-Kkan,
and we do it. [ The transboundary issue is] not
going away, it's going to get bigger and bigger and
bi gger. C It's not when will a disaster happen,
but rather how bad. For the Native people it is

not about fish and eating calories, it's about this
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fish, fromthis river, caught by these people, in this
way, and prepared in a certain manner that has been
done for centuries by our people. | would never sel
you this [held up a jar of personally canned sal non],
| mght give this to you, but | would never sell this;
this is our way of life.

10: 39: 38 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ORTI Z highlighted the recent rededication of the
Tri bal Long House, in Kasaan, as an exceptional, notable event
for the conmunity.

10: 41: 09 AM

KI RSTEN SHELTON, Project Mnager, MDowell G oup, reviewed a
conmmi ssioned report, contained in the commttee packet, titled
"Economic Inpact Analysis, Sout heast Al aska Transboundary
Wat er sheds, Executive Summary,"” dated Cctober 2016, prepared for
Sal nronState, by the MDowel |l G oup. The study enconpassed the
Taku, Stikine and Unuk River watersheds with a prelimnary
analysis of the Nass and Skeena Rivers, which, although not
transboundary rivers, also inpact Southeast Al aska. She offered
the caveat that healthy eco-systens are nore valuable than the
econom c inpacts that can be ascribed to them thus the study
does not nmeasure intrinsic values or non-user values, but is
limted to the economc activities connected to jobs, |abor, and
indirect and induced inpacts as noney flows through the
comunities in the region. Additional challenges also canme into
play in fornulating the report, such as crediting the
appropriate watershed for spawing an untagged fish, or
activities that tend to overlap all areas such as tourism and
ot her econonmical ly supported endeavors. G ven t hese
restrictions, she said the best available data was utilized to
produce sonme insights into the significant econom c inpacts for
t he region.

10:43:18 AM

M5. SHELTON paraphrased from the a slide to present the bullet
point review of the economic findings related to the Taku River

wat er shed, which read as follows [ origi nal punct uati on
provi ded] :
Fi shermen receive an annual average $1.9 million in

ex-vessel value for harvests of Taku Ri ver sal non
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An average $4.2 mllion in first wholesale value of
Taku Ri ver salnon is processed in Southeast annually.

Taku Ri ver Chinook and coho sal non are responsible for
an average $2.7 mllion in sport fishing-related
expendi t ur es.

Approxi mately $80,000 worth of Taku River salnon is
harvested annually in the personal use fishery.

Hunting expenditures total $65,000 on average in
annual spending for hunting in the watershed.

Visitor industry activity tied to the Taku River
wat ershed generates an estimated $16 mllion in
visitor expenditures annually.

The City and Borough of Juneau receives an annual
average of $55,000 in tax revenue from private
property in the watershed.

MS. SHELTON continued that the Taku Ri ver watershed contri butes

about $33 mllion to the economy of Southeast, wth a |abor
val ue of approximately $13 million.
10: 44: 12 AM

MS. SHELTON paraphrased from the a slide to present the bullet
point review of the economic findings related to the Stikine
Ri ver watershed, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Commercial fishermen are paid an annual average of
$2.1 mllion in ex-vessel value for Stikine River
sal non.

Seaf ood processors generate an average $3.5 mllion in
first whol esal e  val ue annual |y processi ng and
packagi ng Stikine River sal non.

An average $4.2 mllion per year is expended on sport
fishing for Stikine R ver Chinook and coho sal non.

An average $100,000 worth of Stikine River salnon is
harvested annually in the personal use fishery.
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Hunters spend an annual average of $200,000 hunting in
t he wat er shed.

Tours in the watershed and watershed-associ ated
visitor industry activity in Wangell generate an
average $1.2 mllion in expenditures by visitors to
the Stikine R ver.

Private property in the watershed accounts for
approxi mately $15,000 in tax revenue each year to the
Cty and Borough of Wangell, Al aska.

M5. SHELTON stated that the Stikine River represents an econom c
footprint of roughly $13 mllion, incone from|abor of nearly $6
mllion, and that over 100 jobs are associated with the river.
She pointed out that many nore residents may earn a portion of
t heir annual income based on work that can be attributed to the
river.

10: 45: 11 AM

M5. SHELTON pointed out that the Unuk is unique to the other two
wat er sheds, being nore isolated, but certainly significant. She
then paraphrased from the a slide to present the bullet point
review of the economc findings related to the Unuk River
wat er shed, which read as follows [ origi nal punct uati on
provi ded] :

Fishermen are paid an annual average $460,000 in ex-
vessel value for Unuk River sal non harvests.

An annual average $890,000 in first wholesale value is
attributable to Unuk Ri ver sal non.

Sport fishing for Unuk River Chinook and coho sal non
gener at es $880, 000 in sport fishing-rel ated
expendi tures annual ly.

Hunters spend an annual average of $13,000 on hunting
activity in the watershed.

The wvisitor industry generates an average annual

$6,300 in visitor expenditures associated with the
wat er shed.
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The Ketchi kan Gateway Borough benefits annually from
an average $11,000 in property tax revenue from Unuk
Ri ver wat ershed private properties.

M5. SHELTON sunmmarized, stating that the Unuk River watershed
contributes about $2.5 nmillion to the econony of Southeast.

10: 45: 46 AM

M5. SHELTON provided a slide to sumari ze the econom c inpact of
the three systens conbined, across all sectors, to state that

the total average annual enploynent is 400, the total |abor
income is approximately $20 million and the overall economc
activity totals $48 nmillion. However, the wvalue of the
wat er sheds, she stressed, relies on the renewability of the
resour ces. Managed appropriately, this economc value wll
continue in perpetuity. Thus, an extrapolation was made to
project the value over 50 vyears and $1.2 billion could be
realized from the three watersheds conbined. In response to

Representative Otiz, she said the full report is available at
the McDowel | G oup website.

10: 49: 00 AM

DAVI D CHAMBERS, PhD, Pr of essi onal Geophysi ci st Pr esi dent,
Center for Science in Public Participation, said that mning
activities pose a nunber of potential environnental inpacts that
vary from a de mnims scale through an entire spectrum that
i ncludes cunulative inpacts on water quality. The ultimte
inmpact is a tailings dam failure. He explained that he and a
col | eague have been studying historical data; information that
government agenci es have not routinely tracked or conpiled. The
scope of the report covers tailing dam failures from 1936
through the present, and he directed attention to the study
handout, contained in the commttee packet, titled "GAPS IN THE
NEW (2016) CODE REGULATI NG TAILINGS DAVMS IN BRI TISH COLUMBIA. "
The intent of the undertaking has been twofold: to identify
means to prevent future failures; and to provide conpensation
and mtigation neasures for the losses incurred by any future
failures. The first of two data analysis slides, contained in
the handout, titled "Increasing Severity of TSF Failures
G obal Iy 1936-2015," provided a bar graph plotting the nunber of
failures during that span of time, as well as to indicate the
severity. The second slide, titled "Active TSF Failures (N=125)
By Modde," provided a bar graph to illustrate the causes of the
failures, as well as the severity. After a detailed analysis of
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the data, he sumarized the findings from each graph
respectively, stating:

Al though we're seeing the total nunber of accidents
decrease, those two serious categories are still

increasing at a relatively constant rate. Ca Wth
the exception of erosion and to sonme extent
structural, it's all pretty nuch the sanme ... You
really can't point your finger at any one failure
node, ... there are a nunber of them [and] basically
all of them are significant. Wat that says to us is
that there's some nore fundanental issue going on here
with these failures. W can't just say, "Wll, people
don't know how to design them for earthquakes or
erosion.”
10: 57: 25 AM

DR. CHAMBERS referred to the sem nal report on the Munt Poll ey
tailings storage facility (TSF) breach, conducted and conpiled
by what has been deened the expert conmttee. He opined that
several profound findings have surfaced fromthe report. First,
tailings damfail at a rate approximately 10 tines that of water
supply reservoir dans. There is no technical reason for this to
happen, as a damis a damregardless of what it is retaining, he
said, and suggested the possibility of fundanental flaws in the

engi neering plans. The second finding is that safety, not
econom cs, should be the primary consideration in tailings dam
desi gn and operation. It is apparent, he said, that econom cs

clearly drives the design and operation of tailings dans, which
is in contrast to the safety first approach used as the primary
design and driving mechanism for the operation of water supply
dans. "W just can't afford not to take this reconmmendation
forward," he stressed, and said:

Basically, the way the system works is a conpany wll
say ... "l've got $40 mllion to build a dam you
build the best dam you can build me for $40 mllion."
When the real question or approach should be: "W\
want to build a damin this spot, what's it going to
cost us to build a safe damin this position.” That,
unfortunately is not the way it's done.

DR. CHAMBERS presented the report that he and his colleague
published, earlier this year, titled "Root Causes of Tailings
Dam Overt oppi ng: The Econom cs of Ri sk & Consequence, Lindsay
Newl and Bowker & David M Chanbers,” to present the nmgjor
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concl usi ons. First, the nunber of catastrophic TSF failures is
increasing at a constant rate, because nore |large TSFs are being
built and operated by conpanies under financial stress, wth
econonm c drivers dictating production/expense |evel decisions.
The increased failing rate parallels the increase in
devel opments designed to extract from low grade ore bodies,
requiring nore and bigger tailings inpoundnents. The research
found that, worldw de as of 2010, the failures have cost the
public about $600 million per year. It is inportant to note, he
said, that there is no required funding nechanism other than
owner responsibility, in place to cover the cost of catastrophic
failures; government requirenents are non-existent, although the
U.S. inposes restrictions on the operation of supertankers and
pi pelines. Thus, a precedent for requirenment has Dbeen
establ i shed, but has yet to be applied to mning operations.

11: 01: 37 AM

DR. CHAMBERS turned to the handout page titled, "The Cost of
Catastrophic Tailings Dam Failures,” which contains updates to
include the failure at Muwunt Polley, as well as to update the
dollars values to 2014 Ilevels; values that equate to 2016
| evel s. He pointed out the $543 mllion associated wi th Munt
Poll ey, and stated that, thus far, there is no indication that
busi nesses or First Nations have been conpensated for the
i npacts they have experienced from the disaster. To illustrate
the concerns held for Alaska, regarding the British Colunbia
(B.C.) devel opnents, he provided a map titled, "Southeast Al aska
Transboundary Watersheds with Large-Scale Mning Activities,"”
keyed to indicate projects that are either proposed, undergoing

envi ronment al revi ew, under devel opnent, or currently
oper ati onal . The New Polaris Tulsequah Chief, Big Bull, and
Brucejack are traditional, wunderground mnes that have been

operating in the watersheds and are extracting relatively high-
grade ore. He described the other m nes shown on the map as | ow
grade copper mnes, which require processing of |arge volunes of
ore bodi es. Further, he pointed out that copper mnes
i nherently have acid drainage problens. Thus, these types of
m nes propose novel risks for the transboundary river areas and,
given the historic performance of copper mnes and the sheer

size of +the operations, it's extrenely critical to require
stringent nmanagenent practices. He directed attention to a
picture of the Red Chris TSF, taken this year, illustrating the
scope of the facility and the dam area, to state that it was
desi gned by the sanme engineers of the Munt Polley dam It is
designed to remain wet, with water on it, in perpetuity, because
it's retaining acid generating material. The wet closure is
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used to mninze the probability of acid drainage. However, the
Mount Polley expert review panel clearly stated that no wet
closures should be enployed and alternatively advised the
practice of perpetual treatnent. |If the Red Chris dam breaches,
the water will flush all of the retained |iquids out, just as
happened at Muunt Polley. A dry facility breach would result in
a landslide, offering the possibility for recapturing the
contents. Finishing, he stressed the need to have conpensations
in place to cover a catastrophic accident, as well as taking

every advance neasure to avoid a failure. There is no real
conpensation for the damage that wll occur, but by having
financial mtigation levels in place, the conpanies nay be
notivated to follow appropriate engineering practices. Al aska
should also be requesting that B.C. follow best practices for
t hese devel opnents, which are still lacking despite the recent

revisions of the B.C. codes, as denonstrated by the Red Chris
cl osure.

11: 08: 32 AM

CHAIR STUTES said the prospect of what can happen is very
di sconcerti ng.

REPRESENTATI VE MUNQZ asked how the inpacts of the Munt Polley
breach are bei ng managed by the Canadi an gover nnent.

DR. CHAMBERS responded that the clean-up has attenpted to renove
a portion of the tailings. However, the danage to the | ocal
environnment is extensive and, to his understanding, untreated
water is being discharged into the watershed.

11:10: 03 AM

CHAI R STUTES clarified that the $543 mllion, reported as the
cl ean-up costs at Mount Poll ey, does not take into consideration
the economc factors of the area, and asked for an inclusive
esti mat e.

DR. CHAMBERS responded that an inclusive estimate would range
into the billions.

11:11: 32 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ORTIZ noted that, under review, the wet storage
desi gn has been advi sed agai nst, and yet the Red Chris and ot her
proposed devel opnents are utilizing that design wthout
correction/intervention. He asked for clarity whether the wet
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storage engineering results in a nmuch higher rate of failure
t han ot hers.

DR. CHAMBERS responded that the rate of failure my not be
entirely due to the wet storage, as nmuch as the |ack of safety
factors engineered into the design, which he stressed, should be
mandat ed and i nsurabl e.

11:14: 30 AM

CH P TREINEN, Vice President, Southeast Herring Conservation
Al liance, United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA), Fish Farm and
Environnmental Conmmttee, paraphrased from a prepared statenent,
whi ch read as follows [original punctuation provided]:

Currently 1 reside in Anchorage, but | began ny
fishing career as a deck hand on a crab boat nearly
forty years ago out of Representative Stutes honme town

of Kodi ak. Since that tine, |1've fished a variety of
speci es, gear types and areas in Alaska from
[ Sout heast (SE)] to Bristol Bay. | presently hold

salmon seine permts in Kodiak and SE, a salnon drift
permt for Bristol Bay and herring seine pernmts in
mul ti pl e areas.

For those of you who are wunfamliar wth the
organi zation, UFA is an unbrella group that consists
of 37 fishing organizations as well as individual
menbers who fish in state and federal waters off of
Al aska's coasts. Menbers participate in nearly all
types of fisheries and operate in vessels that range
from skiffs to factory traw ers. |’ve been on the
Board of Directors of United Fishernen of Al aska (UFA)
since the early nineties and presently chair UFA s
Fi sh Farm and Envi r onnent al Conmittee whose
responsibilities include water quality issues such as
those related to mning developnment, operation and
regul ati on. El even of UFA' s nenber groups represent
salnon fisheries in Southeast Alaska that are partly
dependent on salnon habitat in the rivers of British
Col unbi a. Many of the other groups at the UFA table
also rely on SE salnon fisheries and have a stake in
mai nt ai ni ng heal t hy habi t at for sal non in
transboundary watersheds. For exanple, crab boats and
crews that tender Bristol Bay salnon in the early
sumer end up in SE for the peak harvests.
Consequently, UFA has been long engaged in the effort
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to minimze risk to salnon stocks from transboundary
wat ershed mning devel opnent. UFA letters are
included in the packet and can be referenced to note
our position and request to elevate the issues to the
Boundary Waters Treaty and to engage wth Canada
t hrough the International Joint Comm ssion (1JC).

First of all, thanks go out to Representative Stutes
and the rest of the conmttee for holding this hearing
and allowing the public to express their concerns
about proposed m ning devel opnments across the border.
| t i's gratifying to not e t hat t he Wal ker
adm nistration has prioritized the issue and that Lt.
Gov. Mllott has engaged with officials in British
Colunbia to address the risks to Al aska. And, it is
especially gratifying to see that that [U S. Senator
Lisa] Murkowski has been incredibly responsive to
UFA's concerns on these Transboundary watershed m ning
issues and has gone directly to [US.] Secretary of
State [John] Kerry several tinmes now and that [U S
Senator Dan] Sullivan and [U S. Representative Don]
Young have also signed on to a letter to Secretary of
State Kerry urging him to take action on this issue
t hrough the 1JC.

On a personal note, | was living in Kodiak and had a
sal non seine operation in 1989 when the Exxon Val dez
ran aground in Prince WIIliam Sound. During that

sutmer, the Kodiak salnmon fishery was cancell ed.
Wiile sonme vessels worked on oil cleanup and others
fished in un-oiled areas, there was a great deal of
soci al and econom c disruption that has taken years to
over cone. The market inpact reached through all of
Al aska's salnon fisheries. Qur salnon were viewed by
consuners as oil-tainted just when nmany farnmed sal non
operations were comng online to fill the void. It
took years and sustained marketing efforts by [the
Al aska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASM)] and others
to overcone the setback and fallout from the oi

spill. Then, when the |legal dust cleared nearly
twenty years later, the jury verdict was reduced to a
tenth of the original anount--the immediate |esson
being that the legal system can't be relied on to
protect fishernen or mtigate danmages. The underlying
noral of the story is that an "ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure". The utnost care needs to be
applied when developing these transboundary mning
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projects in order to mninmze downstream-Al aska--
risks.

Thank you again, Chairperson Stutes and the House
Fisheries Conmittee, for holding this hearing and
providing the opportunity to testify. | hope this
testimony and that of others wll encourage this
commttee, the rest of the Ilegislature and the
adm nistration to support elevation of this issue to
the State Departnent so that binding agreenments can be
made through the Boundary Waters Treaty and the [1JC
| believe that this is the best way to pronote due
diligence on the part of mne devel opers, operators
and regulators to assure the safest mne devel opnent
and operation possible. UFA will continue to press
for action that wll protect fishernen, comunities
and the state from both catastrophic and cunul ative
ef fects of transboundary wat ershed devel opnent.

11: 22: 20 AM

DANI EL SCHI NDLER, PhD, Professor, School of Fisheries and
Aguatic Sciences, University of Washington, outlined his work on
the science of Alaska' s watersheds, utilizing data that has been

coll ected since 1946. The goal is to understand how to best
assess and quantify the workings, characteristics, and points
for protection of salnon producing waters. The transboundary

wat ersheds represent a vast and interconnected ecosystem for
Sout heast Al aska, ranging from the open Pacific OCcean to the
estuaries, rivers and headlands. These waters connect the
habitat as they flow from the nountains to the ocean, the fish
connect the habitat as they return upstream and people nake the
connection noving in both directions. The econom c value of the
Sout heast Al aska fisheries is estimated at over a billion per
year. Al though the entire fishery is not at risk due to the
transboundary mining, it's inportant to note that the investnent
required to realize the current economc return is |ess than one
per cent; a huge profit margin. Thus, the stakes are
economcally high, as well as high with regard to the intrinsic
total worth of the ecosystens. He provided slides, available in
the conmttee packet, of three sanples from Bristol Bay to
illustrate the inportant characteristics of the sockeye sal non
returns and habitat relationships, which are at the fore in
assessing risks to fisheries. Consi derations include the
hi erarchy of the fish habitat, where the fish dwell during their
life span, and how their need to return to the specific, various
tributaries where they were spawned. It is inportant to include
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considerations of the habitat, not only on a large and small
scale for each of the rivers, but on a very fine scale as well,
to enconpass the long term inpacts on the health of fish. The
first slide provided a graph of the salnon returns to the
Bristol Bay watersheds for the last 50 years. Per year returns
are not necessary conparable, he expl ained because a poor run in
one system is conpensated for by increased runs in other,
rel ated systens. That is, he stressed, the returns wax and wane
i ndependently but the value of each system should not be
di m ni shed due to the variance of a given years contribution.
The overall performance of each river is what creates a
sust ai nabl e fishery. The Nushagak is one of the poorest studied
wat er sheds, and yet supports one of the biggest Chinook sal non
returns in the world. One of the outstanding questions revol ves
around being able to determine what tributaries or portions of

t he Nushagak system produce sal non. The salnon are caught
primarily in the sanme estuary where they all begin their
upstream journey, but mapping their final spawning point has
presented a difficulty. The answer has been found in the
otoliths. By renoving this ear bone and using a laser to map
its chemstry nake-up and matching it to the chemstry of the
water where the fish was spawned. The scientists can then
create a map of the watershed to illustrate the salnon

i ncubation areas, he said, and directed attention to the map

provided in the packet, titled, "Chinook Salnmn Production in
t he Nushagak River." He pointed out the highlighted spawning
areas of the sal non spanning a nunber of years. The river is a
nosai ¢ of ever shifting habitat for these sal non. In order to
protect the abundant fisheries the entire watershed network
requires protection, he stressed. As a final exanple, he
directed attention to a tiny stream supporting coho and sockeye
sal non. The coho remain in the stream for two years, prior to

exiting for their maturing years in the ocean. VWiile in the
stream their primary diet is dependent on availability of
sockeye sal non eggs. He provided an image of Bear Creek,

| abel ed "2008: PIT tag antenna arrays,"” to discuss the novenent
of coho smolt between the warm and cold water areas of the
stream to feed and facilitate digestion. The novenent covered
mles each day and illustrates the inportance of the habitat
variations required for healthy developnment of the fish

Applying this consideration to the transboundary rivers it is
necessary to keep in mnd the variance in tenperature required
for the watershed to be productive. The inmage of Mount Polley
provides an indelible image of the catastrophic effects that a
m ne can create. However, it's also inportant to keep in mnd
the death of the habitat and watershed by one thousand cuts.
The infrastructure necessary to support a large scale, open pit
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m ne, prevents a river from being able to express the variances
and options in the habitat necessary to support healthy fish
st ocks. He projected a picture of the Chena River, near
Fai rbanks, Al aska, [available in the packet] to point out how an
uni npeded river carves serpentines throughout the |[|andscape,
thus creating habitat with the necessary variances for rearing
sal non. The illustration shows a highway built across the
serpentines area, altering the ability for the river to continue
to mgrate across the | andscape, as well as inpeding the ability
for fish to access critical rearing areas. He pointed out that
bridges or culverts may have been provided, but the salnon
popul ation will be effected. |It's necessary to consider what is
at stake, he wunderscored, and to ask what are the risks,
including the cunul ative effects of the necessary infrastructure
to support the mines, and pointed out that tailings danms will be
present forever. The Boundary Waters Treaty (Act, previously
cited) was <created as a nechanism for fair and credible
assessnent. British Columbia has a conflict of interest in
participating in a risk assessnent of these projects, he opined,
and the treaty [via the International Joint Comm ssion] should
be i nvoked to avoid that conflict.

11: 35: 29 AM

BEV SELLARS, Chief, Xat'sull First Nation, Chair, First Nations
Wrmen Advocating Responsible Mning (FNVARM, said, as Chief of
her community when Munt Polley breached, she found the British
Col unmbi a governnment to be very difficult to deal with in the
aftermath, and especially difficult regarding topics of mning
concer ns. Premer Christy Cark, despite major objections from
i ndi genous peoples and the general public, has pushed to open a
nunber of new mnes and expand others. The B.C governnent has
docunented nearly 2,000 abandoned m nes, many |eaching chem cals

into the environnent, and yet they still support new
devel opnents. She called for B.C. to clean-up what exists prior
to allow ng any new devel opnents or expansions. She reported

having chall enged mning executives to consider mning garbage
dunps, prior to furthering devel opnment of pristine areas, and

to her surprise, they agreed. The Fraser River is hone to her
comunity but has been on the endangered |ist for nmany years due
to the pulp mnes and mneral mnes being allowed to dunp their

waste into the river. Hi storically, the river was nagical when
the fishing season returned and the fish-canps were a social,
cultural hub, she recall ed. However, 30 years ago changes
settled in and the salnon runs waned. When the comunity

| eaders reported the decline to the B.C governnent they were
informed it was a normal occurrence. As traditional fisherman
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of the area, however, the elders knew it wasn't natural. She
said she has refrained from eating Fraser River fish for 15
years, and any she has seen are infested with worns and aren't

edi bl e. The loss of the rivers fishing tradition is also a
cultural loss for generations to cone. Knowng that B.C. is
allow ng the devel opnent of transboundary river mnes, causes
her to have concern for Southeast Al aska. The traditional
territory of her People is covered by mning clains, both |arge
and small scale. Many salnmon runs are already nonexistent
havi ng been conpletely w ped out. Foll owi ng the Mount Poll ey

di saster she said:

W had to chase down the governnent and m ning conpany

to demand what was going on. And it was a struggle
and a hard fought battle ... to get a menorandum of
understanding (MOU) with the B.C governnent. Even
with that [MUJ, ... we still had to chase them down
for information. And then they wanted us to sign a
confidentiality agreenent about Mount Polley. Bef or e
we signed the MOU they said, "Wll, you have to sign a
confidentiality agreenent.” And we said, "No ... the
public has a right to know what's going on at Mount
Pol l ey. " Qur conmmunities ... had to fight to

even get water for the comunity of Likely.
Oiginally water was supplied, after the breach,

for only about a week, and then they said everything
was fine, "Ch, the water is good, it's OK to drink."
And yet it was a God awful color. ... Over the nmgjor
obj ections of both indigenous communities, the Mount
Poll ey m ne has now fully reopened.

CH EF SELLARS reported that the MOU the tribe signed with the
province has proven to be neaningl ess. She recommended, based
on her lifelong experience dealing with the B.C governnent,
that Alaska obtain a solidly witten, country to country
agreenent, and strongly cautioned against putting trust in the

provi nci al gover nnment of B. C The International Joi nt
Comm ssion (1JC), wwuld be the best route, she opined.
Politicians need to think in ternms of seven generations ahead,
she suggest ed. The First Nations are continually accused of

slowing the econony or preventing devel opnent of jobs, but as
Natives we're fighting for everyone's grandchildren, including
those of the people who are nning at the expense of the
envi ronment . There are two econonmies that are clashing, she
poi nted out and sai d:
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One grows and walks on the land, and swinms in the

wat ers. This is the weconony that has sustained
generations in this land, and hopefully wll continue
to sustain all of our grandchildren. And the other

econony; where the profit is the bottom Iline. :
That's a dangerous econony when there are no safe
guards in place.

CHI EF SELLARS reported having attended a neeting, in Lim, Peru,
with representatives of indigenous people from ten South
American countries. A tribal chief of an indigenous tribe in
Equat or shared how his comunity had been offered a "ton of
noney" to allow a mne to be put a mne in and he told the

m ning conpany, "You eat your noney soup, and we'll eat our
banana soup, and we'll see who survives."
11:44: 28 AM

JACI NDA MACK, Council Coordinator, Secwepent Nation, Menber,
First Nations Wnen Advocating Responsible Mning (FNWARV,
opened with a quote from Lila Watson, an aboriginal Native of
Australia, who said:

| f you have cone here to help me, you are wasting your
time. But if you have cone because your |iberation is
bound up with m ne, then |l et us work together.

M5. MACK said that's why we're here, because our long term
health and environnent and way of life is dependent on healthy
cl ean watersheds, healthy land, and healthy air. The way of
life, and dependence on the land is a primary concern and
commonality of the Southeast and British Colunmbia (B.C.)
i ndi genous tribes and the public. The area inpacted by the
Mount Polley breach is the birthing waters of the areas sal non
and one of the largest nurseries for the watershed. Wthin the
wat ershed, the Fraser River conprises many tributaries and other
syst ens. To say that "we're all downstreant couldn't be nore
applicable, she stressed, and praised the efforts shown by
Sout heast Al askans to protect the transboundary rivers, which
has provided a notivational interest anong the tribes and
residents of B.C. The rapid declines in the fisheries near her
community are evident, and she reported having wtnessed the
fishery, once alive wth thousands of salnon, decimted to
virtually nothing. 1In her lifetine she has wi tnessed the dem se
of this once huge, healthy, viable, salnon, river. She
transl ated her tribes nanme as People of the Water, and said that
traditionally the root of every girls name was the Native word
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for water to represent how wonen, |like the water, are givers of

life. That connection with the water is integral to their
Native culture identity and responsibility to the |and. She
echoed Chief Sellars' call to protect the watershed for future
gener ati ons. She underscored the effects of the aftermath of

the Munt Polley breach, stating that the |osses are being
absorbed by the comunities wth enornobus socio-econonmc and
cul tural inpacts. Further, altercations have arisen due to the
need for sonme Peoples to relocate, no longer to inhabit their
historic, tribal |ocales due to the conprom sed environnent.

M5. MACK expressed dissent regarding the inevitability of
m ning, and that there is nothing that can be done. Contrary to
this commonly held idea, she said there is nmuch that can be done
to prevent a catastrophic disaster, such as Munt Poll ey. The
connection that the transboundary rivers <create between
Sout heast Alaska and B.C. provides an opportunity to wunite
around the responsibility for wusing every available tool to
protect the environnent. The International Joint Comm ssion
(1JC) is needed, she said, and agreed wth the auditor general's
witten report calling for the provincial |eadership of B.C. to
be renobved from its position of «conflict as the mning
i ndustries self-appointed, self-nonitoring agency. The province
lacks laws requiring a disaster plan and financial assurances

Thus, the disaster at Mount Polley established a precedent,
which is to inplement an adaptive mnanagenent and assune a
"figure it out as we go" approach. Such an approach is not good
enough, she stressed, and called for legally binding neasures to
hold B.C. and the m ning conpani es accountabl e. Canadi an m nes
around the world have been commtting environnental crinmes for

many years, she proclained. Further, she pointed out that the
i ndigenous tribes of B.C inhabit an unenviable |ocale where
they've had to deal with mning since the 1860's. British

Colunmbia is essentially the mning capital of the world, and her
community lives in the heart of that area, thus, the residents
will be continuing to deal wth the issues of what 1is
essentially an on-going gold rush. Mount Polley continues to
operate, wusing the sane tailing facility that failed, while
reparations have yet to be made to the effected conmmunities.
She finished, stressing that these actions indicate the need for
international intervention.

11:51: 36 AM

CHAI R STUTES comrented that the issue warrants conversation,
t hen announced a |l unch recess until 12:45.
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11:52: 21 AM

The commttee took a recess from11:52 a.m to 12:50 p. m

12: 50: 28 PM

CHAIR LOUI SE STUTES called the House Special Comittee on
Fisheries neeting back to order at 12:50 p.m Represent ati ves
Stutes (via teleconference), Otiz, and Kreiss-Tonkins (via
tel econference) were present at the call to order. Also present
were Representative Kito and Senator Egan.

12:51:49 PM

HEATHER HARDCASTLE, Director, Salnmon Beyond Borders, Co-Owner,
Taku River Reds, said, forenost to any other tasks, her
personal, primary responsibility is to protect the sal non runs,
t hus, sustain her hone and ensuring fish and opportunities for
the generations to cone. Sal ron Beyond Borders is not
attenpting to stop devel opnent, stop mning, or be disingenuous
toward another country, she assured, it's sinply an effort to
make sure that these rivers remain sustainable long into the
future. As the downstream recipients of any outfall, Al aska
doesn't stand to benefit from the devel opnents and, thus, has no
seat at the table to discuss the proposed projects and ensure
that best operation practices are being followed. She said it
is tiresonme and denoralizing that, after three years of effort,
little progress has been nmade to have these discussions, and yet
the British Colunbia (B.C.) mning projects are continuing to

nove along at an accelerated pace. The discussion today
provides a ray of hope and carries the nessage that Al askans
nmust keep speaking out with one voice. It is not hyperbolic, or

extrenme, to ask that the U S. governnent go to bat for Al aska.
The Canadian governnent also needs to be engaged to create
enforceabl e binding protections that extend to B.C and Al aska
These are world class, globally significant watersheds, as well
as our home. The state of cooperation (SOC) signed |ast week is
one step in the process, but it is not the "end all be all,"” and
such an inpression should be suppressed. The SOC was signed by
Li eutenant Governor Byron Mallott and the Honorable Bil
Bennett, Mnister of Energy and Mnes and Responsible for Core
Revi ew. She paraphrased a recent quote from M. Bennett, which
read as foll ows:

We've proven [by] this agreenent, and all [the] work

we' ve done over the last three years, that there's no
need for the International Joint Comm ssion. Nei t her
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B.C. nor Alaska want, [nor] need, to get their
respective federal governnents involved in a situation
t hey can manage t hensel ves.

M5. HARDCASTLE reported having net with M. Bennet many tines,
and respectfully offered that his statenent is "flat out

i naccurate.” Alaska is not at all giving the inpression, or has
the intent, for the SOC to be indicative that the issue is being
handled by the state and B.C The managenent of the

transboundary rivers are an international issue and the only way
to handle the situation jointly is via binding enforceable
protections t hat will be f ormed t hr ough i nt ernati onal
agr eenents. The International Joint Conmssion (1JC) referral
is the next best step, an action that Alaskans have been
requested over the last three years, as well as testified to
here today. She urged the commttee to inpose their power to
listen to Al askans and influence the admnistration to that end.

12: 58: 46 PM

JILL WEITZ, Canpaign Manager, Salnon Beyond Borders, reported
that transboundary river concerns have gained support and
uni fi ed Southeast residents ranging from fishermen and tri bal
| eaders to business owners and tour operators throughout the
regi on. Over 12 nmunicipalities and 15 of 19 federally
recogni zed Native tribes have joined the effort. Addi tionally,
Sal non Beyond Borders has received over 7,000 letters from
Al askan residents and public entities requesting the invol venent
of Al aska's Congressional Delegation and the federal governnent,
in order to address the issue on an international |evel. She
expressed appreciation for the recent acconplishnments nade by
the Walker administration and the signing of the statenent of
cooperation (SOC); however, apprehensions exist due to the poor
track record held by British Colunbia (B.C ) [regarding m ning
oversight], which is well docunented and easily researched. The
transboundary river issue is an international problem and
requires international solutions, she stressed, and naintained
that the stakes are too high for Alaska to remain on the
peri phery and depend primarily on the SOC for protections.

1: 02: 08 PM

GUY ARCH BALD, Coordinator, Mning and C ean Wter, Southeast
Al aska Conservation Council (SEACC), offered a conparative
perspective on the Kerr-Sul phurets-Mtchell mne proposed on the
Unuk River and the local Geen's Creek mne operating in Hawk
I nlet. The recent update on the Kerr-Sul phurets-Mtchell mne
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proposal describes an operating level with an extraction rate of
400,000 tons of ore per day from several open pit mnes on the
sane project. The Geens Creek m ne averages about 2,400 tons a
day. Prior to the expansion proposal, the Unuk River operation
called for the treatnment and rel ease of 119,000 gallons of waste
water per mnute into the river. The waste water wll be, in
sone constituents, over 100 times the aquatic life criteria. It
basically calls for turning that section of the Unuk River into
a large mxing zone. As the reports of catastrophic disasters
to date indicate, these mnes represent a significant threat.
He reiterated the statenent nmade by Dr. Shindler that the death
of a watershed is caused by one thousand cuts. Systens are
fairly resilient to an occasional Ilarge, disruptive inpact,
which is how the salnmon runs have remained at high Ilevels
despite natural seismic and volcanic activities around the
Pacific Rim Nature's response to a phenonenal disaster is to
rebound at a stronger level in preparation for the next
occurrence. This is simlar to the human body. When a person
breaks a bone or tears a nuscle, the healing response creates a
stronger bone or larger nuscle nmass. The nost damagi ng action
to a watershed is a constant, insidious, low level stress
causi ng continuous erosive effects. Again, it is not unlike the
human body under continual stress. The nervous and digestive
systens wll eventually display the degradation. He said
scientists cannot explain why certain regional salnon runs are
currently declining or are in absentia. It's a good bet, he
opi ned, that the reason is not one identifier but a conbination
of many things. Adding the stresses of these mnes to these
wat ersheds could be the straw that breaks the canel's back, he
cautioned, and requested that the |legislature pass a joint
resolution to specifically request an International Joi nt
Comm ssion (1JC) referral be made by the U S. Departnent of
State. The Congressional Del egation has been clear in this ask,
but the Executive Branch has been |ess so, and suggested that a
cl ear nmessage from the legislative body is in order. Finally,
he said there are 273 transboundary waterways throughout the
world and up to 40 percent of the world' s population lives in a
transboundary basi n. Dozens of treaties, conpacts, and
agreenents exi st between nations, including indigenous nations.
Thus, l|earning nodels exist and opportunities are avail able, for
Alaska to draw upon and establish enforceable governnenta
st andards.

1: 06: 49 PM

JACKI E PERRY described the sem -subsistence life style that she
enjoys in Mer's Chuck, accessible via boat when weather
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permts, about one hour from Thorne Bay and the nearest store.
The healthy waters provide the seafood which is the main dietary
staple of the area. She expressed concern for the continued
health of the watersheds to allow her son and future generations
to live a simlar life style, and urged the legislature to take
steps to engage the U S. governnment in an effort to do all that
is possible to protect the waters.

1: 08: 46 PM

DORIS CELLARI US, Affiliate, | nt er nat i onal Union for t he
Conservation of Nature, recounted that she recently |earned
about the Canadian supported, mning operations, and how they
pose a pollution threat to the waters and sal non of Southeast
Al aska. She echoed the sentinents of the previous speakers who
have urged the state to engage the U S. Departnent of State and
obtain a referral to the International Joint Conmssion (1JC) in
order to obtain enforceable protections. The testinony is
shocki ng, she said, to hear how the Native conmunities have | ost
their salnon, the collusion of the mning conpanies to not
mtigate or clean up sites, and the lack of response by the
Canadi an governnment. It is apparent that Alaska nust |ead the
way and get the [1JC involved to create strong, acceptable
standards. As a resident of Arizona, she said she enjoys eating
heal thy Al aska sal nron products and cares about the people living
along the rivers who depend on a subsistence |ife style.

1:12: 13 PM

DAVI D PERRY, Commercial Fisherman, described the the area of
Meyer's Chuck where he lives. He said he fishes the sal non runs
provi ded by the Unuk River to the south and the Stikine River to
the north, with contributing salnon stocks from the Bradfield
Canal . He said he depends on Alaska's elected officials to
pursue and protect these watershed resources and work with the
governnment of British Colunmbia (B.C.), via the U S Departnent
of State, and ensure that these huge projects are engineered to
perfection to avoid a catastrophic result. Meyer's Chuck has
historically provided inportant fish products to the U S. since
it was founded and the future for that activity needs to be
protected. He urged the commttee to take hold of the situation
and consider its magnitude.

1:14:52 PM

ERI C FORRER recalled his years working in Al aska as a conmerci al
fi sherman, which included working on the Exxon Valdez oil spill
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[ March 24, 1989] clean-up effort. He considers the fish and the
rivers to be his spiritual honme and said traditionally the King
salnmon is the synbol of life, as it connects the environnent and
nutrients of the deep oceans to the trees that live on the
nount ai ns. There is no species of plant or animal which does
not benefit from the presence of the King and other salnon, he
said. The genie in the bottle of the transboundary mnes is the

chem stry and physics of mning, he opined. Once the land is
broken, no power, technology, or litany of corporate prom ses
will be able to rectify the devastation. The question is not
can it be done responsibility but whether the price of the
inherent loss is worth the economcs of the mnes. As the

downstream reci pients of any negative fallout, and with British
Colunbia (B.C.) as the beneficiaries, the loss is not worth it
to Al aska. An instructive case is that of the Faro open pit
m ne [Yukon Territory, Canada]. By using the corporate veil

techni que, the conpanies ensured that the clean-up of the mne
rested entirely in the hands of the Canadian public, wth
initial costs expected to run into billions of dollars and
followup costs estinmated at about three mllion per year for
500 years, as reported by a Yukon news source. Transboundary
mnes often result in major |losses to big devel opnent, or result
in losses that are analogous with killing the goose that laid
the golden egg, as can be witnessed in the |oss of sal non based
ecologies from Sacranmento [California], to the Yukon. The
Pacific Coast north from Sacranento once hosted runs of King
salmon that ran in the mllions, now reduced to a remant few
t housand. Furt her, the Yukon River my be a current
illustration of transboundary river issues, considering the
di scovery of how mnute anounts of heavy netals affect the
survival rates of salnonids. The Faro's 40 year history of
dunpi ng heavy netal waste into the Yukon drai nage nakes the m ne
a suspect in the ongoing nystery of the decline of salnon
productivity in the Yukon. He urged the commttee to defend the
ecology and culture of Alaska's rivers. On a human tine scale

mnng is for the nmonment and fisheries are forever, he
enphasi zed.

1:18: 30 PM

CHRI STINE NIEM said Al aska has been her honme since 1976, and
described her extensive famly and their dietary reliance on the
avai lability of Al aska seafood. She noted the existence of an
abandoned mne on the Taku R ver which has yet to have anyone
step forward and take on the responsibility for correcting the
pol | uti ng ef f | uent t hat is | eachi ng into t he river.
Addi tionally, Munt Polley has resunmed operations despite their
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unsafe practices. She reported that, when living in Spokane
[ Washi ngton], restrictions were placed on the consunption of the
natural inland sockeye runs. Although it was deened harmess if

consuned only once per nonth, it raises the question of why
anyone would want to consune it at all. A mne in Butte Mntana
left a poison lake that is deadly to mgrating birds.

Hi storically, mning corporations enter an area, make noney on
t he resource, eventually abandon the site, and |eave the expense
and effort of cleanup to the public. Al aska cannot afford to
|l ose its fisheries. She stressed the need to have a binding,
enforceable agreenent between the U 'S government and the
Canadi an government and urged the legislature to pursue that
goal .

1: 20: 58 PM

LUKE BROCKMANN recounted the role that sal non have played in all
aspects of his life growing up in Southeast Al aska. Even today,
as a young adult, everything in his life, he said, revolves
around sal non and sal nonids. "These mnes scare ne, and they
scare ne a lot," he said, and stated his hope of one day running
a guided, sport fishing business on the Taku River or possibly

cormercially fishing the drai nage. However, if the Tul sequah
Chief, or the other proposed nmnes, go into effect and
experience failures simlar to Munt Polley, all fisheries on
the river will cone to a screeching halt. People rely on these

rivers for food and support, he stressed, and Canada is putting
these fishery resources at risk now and for future generations.
He expressed that he does not take this issue lightly and urged
the legislature to do whatever is possible to "make sure that
our rivers do not go the way of the Fraser. Long live sal non,"
he fi ni shed.

1:24:17 PM

KATHRI N MCCARTHY reported having worked on various environnental
i ssues in Southeast Al aska, since she noved here in 1965, and
offered her first inpressions of arriving and viewing the
Mendenhal | d acier area. Since that tinme, the glaciers have
visibly receded, which she acquaints with clinate change issues,
and mght also effect the health of the salnmon runs. Continuing
to allow and accept the need for l|arge scale, open pit, ore
mnes neans there wll continue to be huge tailing disposal
Sites. Viewing the video of the Munt Polley mne disaster,
wat ching a sea of toxic waste gush into Canal Lake, and hearing
the mnister talking about mtigation and clean-up procedures
was enraging, she said. There is no neans to clean-up and
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reverse the deadly effects of a spill on that nagnitude, ever,
she predicted. The Red Chris nmine is being proposed by the sane
conpany that built Munt Polley, utilizing the sanme design.
Al aska nust use every resource to block the permtting and
operation of these proposed transboundary m nes, she finished.

1: 30: 24 PM

LARRY  VAEST, Nat ur al i st Boat Conpany, paraphrased from a
prepared statenent, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Thank you for considering Al askans' concerns regarding
mnes in the headwaters of transboundary rivers, their
current inpacts on downstream marine life, and the
threats they present to subsistence for Al aska
residents and to the health of our econony.

Only a few major rivers that originate across the
border in British Colunbia flow through the Coast
Range into Southeast Al aska. They are the |argest,
nost inportant freshwater systens in our region. Each

carries all five species of salnmon and provides
habitat for the region's greatest diversity of flora
and fauna.

Open-pit and underground mnes already operate in the
headwaters of the largest of these rivers, the Taku
and the Stikine, and additional mnes are envisioned
or under devel opnment in others. Recent toxic waste
escapenents that resulted in catastrophic inpacts to
simlar watersheds in southern British Colunbia, and

nearly 60 years of toxins still leaching froma closed
mne in the Taku headwaters - a mne that devel opers
are seeking to reopen - call particular attention to

the dire need to create binding international |aw that
ensures the short- and long-term health of Alaska's
waters and riparian and marine habitats.

There are many exanples of cooperative, binding
i nternational agreenents that prevent the degradation
of watersheds worldw de. One glaring exception is
North Anerica, and it's tine for that to change. | t
must change or Southeast Al aska faces a significant
threat not only to residential quality of life, but to
the region's nost inportant industries, fishing and
tourism The United States and Canadian federal
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governments, the State of Al aska and the Province of
British Colunbia nust secure enforceable environnental
and financi al protections for our transboundary
rivers.

Thank you for representing us, your constituents, in
this matter!

1: 33: 45 PM

LAURA STATS praised the inportant scientific information
provided by the invited wtnesses: [Dr.] Schindler's expertise
on what is necessary for the gromh of salnon in perpetuity; and
[Dr.] Chanber's clear picture of the risk that mning conpanies
pose through unsafe practices. The First Nation's speakers,
[Chief] Sellars and Ms. Mack, shared their firsthand experience
dealing with the mning conpanies and the public's inability to
bring forward any Ilitigation, she rem nded, and stressed the
importance for commttee nenbers to note these facts. The
Southeast is at a critical point in tinme to save the sal non
runs, she opined, and referred to specific points chronicled in
the book [KING OF FISH The Thousand-Year Run of Sal non by
David R Montgomery, Wstview Press, 2003], expecting that each
menber has received and read the distributed copies. Finishing,
she urged the conmttee to contact the U S. Departnment of State
to solicit national support, acknowl edged the work taken up by
Li eut enant Governor Mallott, expressed support for a referral to
the International Joint Commssion (1JC), and stressed the need
to advocate strongly on behalf of preserving healthy salnon
stocks in Southeast.

1: 38: 48 PM

MEREDI TH  TRAI NOR, Executive Di rector, Sout heast Al aska
Conservation Council (SEACC), reported on her previous ten-year
tenure working in British Colunbia (B.C.) as a manager of a
m neral reform canpaign focused on slowing the expansion of
m nes situated on the Al aska-Canada border. She enphasi zed the
points testified to by [Chief] Bev Sellars and Jacinda Mack,
regarding the B.C. governnent's stance and the predi sposition of
Premier Christy Clark to continue the devel opnment and expansion
of open pit, nega m nes. In the spring of 2013, Premer dark
released a B.C. jobs plan that was focused on opening or
expanding, 17 new or existing mnes. Construction has since
begun on 8 of those mnes and 7 existing mnes have received
expansi on approval s. She expressed appreciation for the work
that has begun, including the first step of signing the
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statenent of cooperation (SOC) to bring attention to the inpact
of these mines on Southeast Al askan conmunities. It is also
necessary to reinforce that Al aska cannot expect B.C. to hold
our interests in trust, to protect our waters, and defend our
way of life. Now is the time to engage the federal governnent,
she wunderscored, and said an International Joint Conm ssion
(1JC) referral is the best nmeans for ensuring protections
against the ramfications of the B.C. mnes, and encouraged the
commttee to continue its work towards that outcone.

1:42: 26 PM

BRETT COLLINS postulated on what he has |earned from traveling
and living in various areas of the world, including British
Colunmbia, to wt: Looking after the environment is not the
responsibility of one country, governnent, or comunity, but
nmust be undertaken via uniting all concerned entities.
Unfortunately, not everyone has the interests of the environnment
on their list of priorities. He opined that mning conpanies
worl dwide put forth a mninum of effort to neet environnenta
st andar ds. Hi story shows how conpanies typically find it nore
convenient to pay forgiveness fines, following an accident,
versus inplenenting and practicing protective neasures. Havi ng
worked in a mne in Australia, he reported two overbearing
observati ons: mne officials view the environnent as sonething
to be abused; and concerns held by the indigenous tribes are to
be ignored. Under the assunption of these attitudes, shortcuts

are often taken resulting in accidents, which he predicted wll
continue to occur. He said:

| inplore the conmttee here to help protect the
environment, the rivers of fish, and, in extension,
the econony ... More specifically, please put
pressure on the Walker admnistration to create
legally binding protections for the watershed, the
rivers, and the salnon of British Colunbia and Al aska.
.. W need transnational laws to regulate these
conpani es.

1:44: 44 PM

MELANI E BROWN, Menber, Naknek Tribe, identified herself as a

commercial fisherman and an advocate for fish, which includes
being an active affiliate of Salnon Beyond Borders. Wth food

as a mpjor notivational factor in her life, she described her
good fortune for being able to harvest subsistence food fromtwo
m racul ous | ocations: Bristol Bay, and Juneau. The avail abl e
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bounty of salnon, and other wild food harvests, depends on a
supportive environment. The food speaks for itself, she said,
and represents a true, sharable wealth. She acknow edged t hat
some people are notivated by a type of wealth that is not edible
nor does it feed the soul; a notivational nourishnment that she
finds difficult to understand. She urged the commttee to find
a nmeans to elevate the transboundary river concern to the
federal and international level and to continue to strengthen
the work that has been started wunder the statenent of
cooperation (SOC).

1:49: 44 PM

MARGO WARING urged the Ilegislature to take the strongest
possible steps to advocate action through the International
Joint Commission (1JC), and insist on either no open pit mning
or the application of the highest environnmental standards for
m ning devel opnents; certainly standards beyond anything that
British Colunmbia (B.C.) has ever inposed. There are no prom ses
or qguarantees via financial bonding that could conpensate
Juneau, Sout heast, Alaska, Anerica, or the world, for the
possi bl e devastation that open pit mning and its inperilnents
can create. Sout heast Al aska is all about its environment and
the resources that the Tongass [National Forest] provides. She
finished, stating:

We're counting on you to help us protect these val ues.
W really urge that you take that responsibility
seriously in advocating for us.

1: 52: 12 PM
MARC WHEELER, Owner, Copa Coffee Café, noted that his café nakes

nost things from scratch using ingredients raised in Al aska. He
said it's inportant to his conpany to be able to narket Al askan

products that use Al askan sal non. For marketing to Dbe
successful, he stressed the inportance for the sal non products
to be perceived as pure and natural. Anything that threatens
this perception represents a mjor economc threat, he

under scor ed.

1:54: 06 PM

ANN FULLER questioned the term "enforceable protections.” She
shared an anecdote regarding a visiting friend who, upon hearing

Ms. Fuller's worries for the Tulsequah Chief mne, responded
that in Pennsylvania the worry is for all of their waterways.
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The concern revolves around a system which allows mning
conpanies to operate and poison the rivers of the Earth. She
shared an exanple with the comnmttee of a mne owner in Virginia
who has accumul ated years of unpaid fines and yet continues to
operate, polluting the water, and nmaking a profit. She urged
the state to be very serious about obtaining federal support and
obtain the necessary assurances that Alaska's interests are
pr ot ect ed.

1:56: 48 PM

CHRIS MLLER, Commercial Fisherman, Menber, Juneau Dougl as
Al aska Departnment of Fish and Gane Regi onal Advisory Conmittee,
paraphrased from a prepared statenent, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

Once upon a tine, there were salnon in the Thanes,
Seine and the many major inland arteries of mainland
Europe. They are gone.

There were once salnmon swming in the Charles River
near Boston, and the many tributaries along the
Eastern Seaboard. They are gone.

The sal non on the West Coast, used to choke the mghty
Colunmbia River and the many rivers and streans that
line the Western edge of the North Anmerican Continent.
They too are al nost gone.

This is not a fairy tale, it 1is historical non-
fiction; all of these places have one thing in common,
human developnent in its nyriad of forns. Laws

protecting salnon and their natal streans go back to
the Magna Carta, and have been overlooked and
unenforced for just as |ong.

| have been to the Tul sequah Mne site and seen first-
hand what 60-plus years of acid mne drainage |eeching
into a river |ooks Iike. | have spoken with Tlingit
First Nations people, who renenber as children playing
in the streans and tributaries of the Tul sequah ful
of Coho sal non. They are now al nbst gone.

The Territory of Alaska was purchased in |arge part
due to our wealth in salnmon. Sal non were the resource
that the populace of our territory coal esced around to
vote to becone a state. W have a robust and revered
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constitution that gives wus sinple and steadfast
gui dance to protect our resources to the maxinmm
benefit of our peoples now and in the future.

The Tul sequah M ne acid |eeching and the Munt Poll ey
Dam col | apse are warning signs of a |lack of oversight,
regul ation, and stewardship by the Canadi an gover nnent
and mning industry. It is paranmount that we as a
state hold the B.C. governnent to the highest possible
standards to protect our interests, and theirs, in the
rivers that flow across our shared border, that are
protected under the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1910.

The Transboundary Rivers of the Taku, Stikine, and the
Unuk are the |ast remaining undevel oped rivers on the
West Coast of North Anerica that sustain natural runs
of all 5 species of Pacific Salnon. At present they
are intact ecosystens that wll continue to support
salmon indefinitely. If we fail to recognize and
accept the historical antecedents of salnmon in Europe
and the rest of the Continental United States, | fear
sal ron may becone an allegory in a future fairy tale.

1:59: 47 PM

EMLY FERRY, Deputy Director, Southeast Al aska Conservation
Council (SEACC), encouraged the state to seek assistance from
national and international comunities in order to ensure that
British Col umbi a (B.C) assumes t he appropriate
responsibilities. Everyone shares the same concerns regarding
transboundary mnes, wth the |oomng question of how the
situation can best be addressed. The B.C. governnent is fully

vested in the mning endeavors, she cautioned, precluding the
ability to entrust themto protect Alaska's interests. Nat i ona
and international players are needed to bear w tness and assi st
in holding B.C. responsible and nmamintain clean watersheds
affecting Al aska. She pointed out that, although she is
enpl oyed by SEACC, she considers her nost inportant job to be as
a nother, which is also one of the driving forces behind her
interest in ensuring clean water and protecting fish stocks.

2:01:13 PM

ELI AS FERRY, Elenentary School Student, said that, as an eight
year old, when he grows up he would like to still be able to
fish.
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2:01:56 PM

JON WARRENCHUCK, Senior Scientist, Cceana, said Chinook sal non
stocks up and down the western seaboard have been on the decline
for 50 years and are in serious trouble. Addi ng increased
devel opment pressures to the mx, wll only excerpt nore
pressure on this fragile species. Al aska mai ntai ns sustai nabl e
stocks, he said and pointed out that Canada doesn't elevate
sustainable fishing to the sane |level, choosing instead to focus
support on industrial endeavors, as evidenced by the nunber of
salmon farns that popul ate the coastal areas of British Col unbia
(B.C.), as well as the clear cutting of the rainforest and
m ning devel opnents. It is okay to ask for help, he said, and
posited the engagenent of international bodies through the U S

Departnment of State. The statenent of cooperation (SOC) is a
good begi nni ng, but nore experienced entities should be
approached for help as well, he finished.

2:04:10 PM

JAMVES SCHRAMEK, Hydrol ogist, said he retired from his profession
at the U S. Forest Service, but was a participant in the British
Columbia (B.C.) hydro dam project. Thus, he said, he has
experience in transboundary issues, as well as an understanding
of the scientific methods associated w th devel oping allowable
standards and ri sks. He urged the committee to obtain a firm
grasp of the proposed projects, as an offset of the plethora of
information that has been brought forward regarding what is at
risk, and said, "W had assurances sone time ago [that] Mount
Polley was going to be a solid [dam." Many of the scientific
approaches contain envel opes of uncertainty and can be tenuous.
Close scrutiny is necessary, he stressed, and expressed hope
that the people whose values are at risk be given a voice not
just at the onset but throughout the entire process. He
cautioned that, as issues arise, it is necessary to have a neans
for adjustnents in order to avert the disaster everyone 1is
hoping will not happen.

2: 06: 20 PM

JOEL JACKSON, Vice President, Oganized Village of Kake, said
concern revolves around the known |ack of safe mning practices
denonstrated by the British Colunbia (B.C ) governnent. Kake is

basically a Native comunity where the way of I|ife and
livelihoods are dependent on salnon, and has been for for
hundreds of vyears. Stating agreenent with previous wtnesses

he said seeing mnes opened at the headwaters of inportant
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sal non watersheds is inconprehensible. The sal non have been
declining for years now and if anything happens to any of the
wat ersheds there will be negative inpacts on future harvests.
He said he chooses to live in a snmaller comunity where water
represents life and the people depend on clean water to live
Engaging the international comunity wll be necessary to
forward this issue, he said, or it will all be a waste of tine.
There is no anobunt of conpensation that would make up for | osing
t he sal non.

2:09: 51 PM

AARON ANGERMVAN, Tribal Admnistrator, Wangell Cooperative
Associ ati on, Spokesman, Stikine Tribe, said the Stikine
comunity, about 2,400 people, survive alnost solely on both the
habi tat and the bounty of the Stikine R ver. Nearly 50 percent
of Wangell's adult workforce is tied to maritime or fishing
i ndustri es. Tourism is the other dom nant industry, with the
Stikine River fishing opportunities as a main attraction.
Commercial fishernmen have identified the Red Chris mne as the
bi ggest threat of all time. G ven the make-up of the job market
and the reliance on subsistence |ifestyles, the community cannot
afford a mning failure of any kind, whether mniml or on the
| evel of Mount Polley. A conplete tailings failure would be the
bi ggest disaster that Wangell has ever faced and no amount of
funding would be able to mtigate the situation. To date,
Wangell has yet to be consulted by the Red Chris, or British
Colunbia (B.C.) mning officials, to share risk and benefit
per specti ves. Communi cations initiated from Wangell to the
B.C. governnment have been largely ignored, he reported. He
urged that an International Joint Commssion (1JC) referral be
| odged, as the next |ogical step.

2:12: 42 PM

KEVI N MAI ER par aphrased from a prepared statenment, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

|''m here as an Al askan citizen, a sport fisherman, and
a father to encourage you to do everything in your
power to stop these mnes on our Transboundary rivers.
As Al askans, we have nothing to gain and everything to
| ose.

Al though 1've been living in Juneau since 2004, | grew
up on the Aynpic Peninsula in Washi ngton. Li ke many
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of ny generation fromthe Pacific Northwest, ny sal non
story is marked primarily by | oss and sorrow.

Like a lot of kids from the Northwest of a certain
age, | learned the virtue of patience sitting in the
back of ny grandparent's boat. As we notored around
the Straits of Juan de Fuca watching stout trolling
rods bounce to the bead of Abe and A Flashers, |
patiently hoped they m ght bend to sonething nore than
t he banana weight and provide a little excitenent. M
two boys - who are now 5 and 9 - are (slowly) |earning
these same |lessons as we spend days in the summer

bobbi ng around in our little skiff hoping to fill the
freezer.
The next year wll be especially poignant for ne,

because when | was ny older son's age ny grandparents
hung up their rods, sold their boat, and stopped
fishing, a sad but necessary response to dimnishing

returns on their trolling efforts. As the stocks
dwi ndl ed in t he 1980s, t he regul ati ons got
conplicated, the fish too few, and ny grandparents
| ost the heart to go. | lost the only anglers in ny

extended fam|ly.

Nobody can point to one single factor that led to the
dramatic declines of salnon stocks in the Northwest;
it is nore a death by a thousand cuts than a single
catastrophe. But experts all agree, fish need healthy
water, intact habitat, and humans to pay attention to
t hese sinpl e needs.

At ten, all | knew was that we weren't going fishing
anynor e. | managed to find the sport again in
college; and for the last twenty years, fishing has
been integral to nmy life outside - and for the |ast
several years, ny incone as well, as | work as a fly
fishing guide here in the summer. |"ve never made up

for the lost tinme of ny youth, however, and | always
pursue salnon with a sense of gratitude and above all
cauti on.

|"ve spent nost of ny adult life doing my best to
insure we | eave enough water and habitat for the fish,
pushi ng back against threats to both. As we can see
in the extraordinarily expensive efforts to restore
runs on the Colunbia, it is easier to preserve habitat
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and adopt a cautionary approach when we still have
salnon returning to intact watersheds. The threats
posed to salnon habitat by the Transboundary mnes are
serious, as we saw in the tailings disaster at the
Mount Poll ey m ne, and as you' ve heard here today.

2:16: 32 PM

SHAYNE GQUTHRIE, Student, University of Al aska Southeast (UAS)
said fish conprises the mpjority of her student diet. The |oss
of fish would affect the Native's efforts for cultural renewal,
as well as fishing industry related jobs. The inpact would be
significant, she opined, and stressed that there should be
guarantees that future generations wll also benefit from
healthy fish runs. The ancestors of the current Metlakatla

Natives made a historical choice to occupy the entire island.
She pointed out that this was foresight on their part, to ensure
that the benefits of the land would be intact for the nany
generations to cone. It is now up to us to make a simlar
choice and protect the fish and land for the generations to
cone.

2:19: 21 PM
CHAI R STUTES cl osed public testinony.
2:19:41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ORTI Z noted that the consistent theme, expressed
t hroughout the hearing, calls for the legislature to request
that the U S. governnment engage the Canadi an governnent, via the
I nternational Joint Comm ssion (1JC) process, in order to better
protect Southeast interests and ensure protections that include
Al aska's fishing industry, as well as cultural and traditional
heritage concerns.

2:21: 04 PM

SENATOR EGAN concurred with the comments made by Representative
Otiz. After 10 years of talking, he said, a starting point has
been found through the statement of cooperation (SOC), thanks to
the current adm nistration.

2:21: 45 PM
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CHAIR STUTES agreed with the previous nenbers coments, and
underscored the governor's fish first policy, which includes the
transboundary issues. She then re-opened public testinony.

2:23: 03 PM

BEN Kl RKPATRI CK, Habitat Biologist, noted work he assisted with,
during his tenure at the Alaska Departnent of Fish & Gane
(ADF&G), which included mning permt negotiations for the
Tul sequah Chief, AJ, and Kensington operations. Despite the
permtting of these mines, many of the sanme issues still exist.
To nmake progress on the transboundary issues, he stressed, it is
i nperative to include governnent entities beyond the state and
provincial |evels. An International Joint Commssion (1JO)
referral, as has been suggested, is certainly in order, he said,
and is the best nmeans for stenmng the reiteration of continued
i ssues surroundi ng the proposed m nes.

CHAI R STUTES t hanked everyone for their participation.

2:25:12 PM

ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Special Comrittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 2:25
p. m
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