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SHORT TI TLE: FI SH SHELLFI SH HATCHERY/ ENHANCE. PRQIECTS
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W TNESS REG STER

RENEE ALWARD, Appoi nt ee

Hormer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Fishernen's
Fund Advi sory Panel .

| SREAL PAYTON, Appoi nt ee

Wasi |l a, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Al aska Board
of Fisheries (BOF).

Rl CHARD MCGAHAN SR., Fi sher man

Ni ki ski, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Israel Payton to the Al aska Board of Fisheries.

FRED STURMAN, Fi sherman

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Israel Payton to the Al aska Board of Fisheries (BOF).

SAM COTTEN, Conmi ssi oner

Al aska Departnment of Fish & Gane ( ADF&G

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Responded to questions during the
confirmation hearings of appointees to the Al aska Board of
Fi sheries (BOF).

PAUL SHADURA, |1, Spokesperson

Sout h K-Beach | ndependent Fishernen's Association (SOKI)

Kenai, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of Alan Cain, Israe
Payton and Robert Ruffner as appointees to the Alaska State
Board of Fisheries (BOF).

BI RCH YUKNI S, Menber

Mat anuska- Susi t na Fi sheries Advisory Conm ttee
Wasi |l a, Al aska
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PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
| srael Payton to the Al aska Board of Fisheries (BOF).

ROBERT RUFFNER, Appoi nt ee

Al aska Board of Fisheries (BOF)

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Al aska Board
of Fisheries (BOF).

Rl CHARD MCGAHAN

Ni ki ski, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
Robert Ruffner to the Al aska Board of Fisheries (BOF).

FRED STURVAN

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
Robert Ruffner to the Al aska Board of Fisheries (BOF).

SAM COTTEN, Comm ssi oner

Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane ( ADF&G

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 300 on behalf of the
gover nor.

FOREST BOVNERS, Deputy Director

Di vision of Commercial Fisheries

Al aska Departnment of Fish & Gane ( ADF&G

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to questions during the hearing
on HB 300.

HEATHER MCCARTY, Spokesperson

Central Bering Sea Fishernen's Association

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 300.

JULI E DECKER, Executive Director

Al aska Fi sheries Devel opnent Foundati on

W angel |, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 300.

NANCY HI LLSTRAND

Pi oneer Al askan Fi sheries

Kachemak Bay, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to HB 300.
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G NNY ECKERT, PhD, Professor

Uni versity of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 300.

CHRI S M ERZEJEK, Director of Adm nistration

Communi ty Devel opnent Quota (CDQ

Aleutian Pribilof Island Conmunity Devel opnment Associ ation
( API CDA)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 300.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

10: 08: 16 AM

CHAIR LOUI SE STUTES called the House Special Comittee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 10:08 a.m Representati ves
Stutes, Foster, MIllett, and Otiz were present at the call to
order. Representative Kreiss-Tonkins arrived as the neeting was
i n progress.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG (S) :

Fi shernen's Fund Advi sory Panel

Al aska Board of Fisheries (BOF)

10: 08: 43 AM

CHAI R STUTES announced that the first order of business would be
confirmations to the Fishernen's Fund Advisory Panel and the
Al aska Board of Fisheries (BOF).

CHAI R STUTES rem nded nenbers that signing the reports regarding
appointnments to boards and commissions in no way reflects
i ndi vi dual nenbers' approval or disapproval of the appointees,
and that the nomnations are nerely forwarded to the full
| egi slature for confirmation or rejection.

10: 09: 24 AM

RENEE ALWARD, Appointee, provided a brief biography and work
history which included participation in mny areas of the
fishing industry, as well as enploynent as support staff in the
medi cal field. She cited her interests in serving on the board,
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stating commtnent to the health and |ongevity of Al aska's
sust ai nabl e fisheries. The passion she holds for the industry,
as well as her understanding of nedical termnology and
processes, wll be a good base for providing support to the
advi sory panel, she opi ned.

10:12: 27 AM

CHAIR STUTES opened and, seeing no response, closed public
t esti nony.

10: 12: 33 AM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT noved to advance the confirmation of
Renee Alward, appointee to the Fishernmen's Fund Advisory Panel
to a joint session of the House and Senate for consideration.
There being no objection, the confirmati on was advanced.

10: 12: 55 AM

| SREAL PAYTON, Appointee, introduced hinself as a lifelong
Al askan, paraphrasing from a prepared statenment, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

| was birthed by ny father and nother in a 12X12 | og
trapper's cabin at the base of the Al aska Range, on

t he Hayes River. Being 75 air mles from the nearest
hospital ny parents weighted me with a Zebco fishing
scal e. | grew up in the bush, learning early on a

deep respect for fish and wildlife resources since we
subsi sted off of them This upbringing has instilled
me with the values | live ny |ife by today.

Li ke many Al askans | have had various jobs to make a
l'iving; ai rpl ane mechani c, boat builder, welder,
fishing and hunting guide, slope worker, wlderness
prof essi onal, house builder, and |andl ord. Currently
| work at Airfranes Alaska, the largest aviation
conpany in the state.

| have fished, hunted and worked in nmany different
parts of the state, and have a diverse know edge of
Al aska Gane and Fish as a whole. | am a nenber of the
Mat-Su Fish and Gane Advisory Commttee and actively
participate in the Board of Ganes and Fish neetings

| am constantly trying to recruit other young Al askans
in these processes as they are truly unique. In no
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other state can a single individual have so much
i npact on passing a fish and gane regul ati on.

MR. PAYTON pointed out that he currently works for an aviation
conpany, which provides him an easy, economcal neans for
traveling around the state.

10: 15: 27 AM

CHAI R STUTES opened public testinony.

10: 15: 54 AM

RI CHARD MCGAHAN SR, Fi sher man, stated opposition to the
appointnment of Israel Payton to the BOF, and opined that the
board seat should have a biologist appointed versus a sport
fishing guide. Besides a biologist, he said the board would
benefit from seating an old conmercial fisherman from Cook Inlet
who knows the system and knows what needs to be done.

10:16: 55 AM

FRED STURMAN, Fi sherman, stated opposition to the appointnent of
| srael Payton to the BOF, stating that the board needs to have a
bi ol ogi st seat ed.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT queried whether the opposition being
voiced is due to a disparity in regional seating or interest in
havi ng a bi ol ogi st appoi nt ed.

MR. MCGAHAN restated his opposition, citing a need to have a
regional, Cook Inlet, comercial fisherman appointed; one who
knows the area and the industry. He said M. Payton has been a
Kenai River sport fishing guide, not a comrercial fishermn.
However, a biologist is needed to run the Cook Inlet fishery
appropriately and in accordance with state | aw, he opi ned.

10:18:46 AM

MR. STURMAN said the BOF has not seated anyone from Cook Inlet
for many years, and it's time for that to change. A Cook Inlet
bi ol ogi st, wth an understanding of the areas problens, would be
best, he opined, and said he is not famliar with the candi date
on a personal basis.
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REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT surm sed that the request is for seating
a biologist or a commercial fisherman from Cook Inlet, but
definitely not a sport fisherman.

VR. STURMAN underscored that a biologist with a full
under standing of the Cook Inlet fishery is who should be seated.
A biologist wuld be able to ensure that the comrercial and

sport harvests can be optim zed. He said last year the
commercial fishery experienced an inopportune closure which
resulted in a mllion harvestable fish escaping unnecessarily up
river.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT asked whether the Cook Inlet closure
menti oned was a deci sion nade by the departnent or the board.

10: 20: 54 AM

SAM COTTEN, Conmm ssioner, Alaska Departnment of Fish & Gne
(ADF&G), said the BOF describes and wites the managenent plans,
whi ch the departnment attenpts to follow as cl osely as possi bl e.

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT noted that the closure was facilitated by
ADF&G in accordance with the managenent plan set forth by the
BOF.

10: 21: 40 AM

CHAIR STUTES referred to statue, and paraphrased from AS
16. 05. 221 which read as foll ows:

Sec. 16.05.221. Boards of fisheries and gane.

(a) ... The governor shall appoint each nenber on
the basis of interest in public affairs, good
j udgnent, know edge, and ability in the field of
action of the board, and with a view to providing
diversity of interest and points of view in the
nmenber shi p.

CHAI R STUTES established that the appointnments are not nade wth
regard to regional seats.

10: 22: 22 AM

PAUL  SHADURA, 1, Spokesperson, South K-Beach |ndependent
Fi shernen's Association (SOKlI), stated support for Alan Cain,
| srael Payton and Robert Ruffner appointees to the BOF
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paraphrasing from a prepared statenent, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

The South K-Beach I|ndependent Fishermen's Association
(SOKI) is a comunity group consisting of those
i ndi vidual comrercial setnet fishermen who seek to
harvest salnmon primarily mgrating to the Kasilof
Ri ver in Cook Inlet.

The selection and confirmation of Alaska Board of
Fisheries (BOF) nenbers is of vital concern to our
i nterests. The BOF directs nmnagers to conserve;
which has been defined in the ~courts as "the
controlled utilization of a resource to prevent its
exploitation, destruction or neglect.” Equally as
inmportant is the other directive which is to devel op

"connotes managenent of a resource to nake it
avai l able for use". Both to be considered in a
' bal ance’ .

In AS 16.05.221 Boards of fisheries and gane, the
Governor and the Legislature have direction in that
each nenber shall be selected on ... "the basis of
interest in public affairs, good judgment, know edge
and ability in the field of action of the board, and
with a view to providing diversity of interest and
poi nts of view in nenbership.”

In the Governor's press release on 02.02.2016, he
states, "the board will ensure the resource is managed
for the maximum benefit of Alaskans." VWile we
support the concept of managing for Maxi num Sust ai ned
Yield (M5Y) we would add that by establishing this as
the '"mssion of the BOF that this cannot happen
wi thout the full support of the Al aska Departnent of
Fi sh and Gane (ADF&G .

Commercial fishing is a base line econony of Al aska
and by and large offers an econony to 71% of Al aska
that they normally they would not have access to if

they lived wthin our largest community. Sal non
fishermen in Alaska are overwhelmng made up of
resi dents. The benefits of the salnon industry does

not stop with the 730 thousand residents of our State.
We supply a healthy sustai nable protein source for all
those Anericans who are not so lucky to live on our
Al aska | and.
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W are pleased with the Governors attenpt to bal ance
the talent of ideas, values, and expertise. Havi ng
said this we are concerned that by losing the
know edge and history of having a Bristol Bay
comercial fishing experienced person on the Board
will damage their collective abilities to nake vita
deci si ons based on the 'best available information

However, we do not hold our support for any of these
appoi nt ees. Rat her we support noving forward wth
possi bly new ways to re-construct the board process,
to better align it with the conplex issues that were
not possible to address 60 yrs. ago by our State's
constitutional conveners. It is our belief that it is
time that we take a serious |ook on ways to inprove
the process, to take the contentiousness away from the
i ndi vi dual board nenber appointnents, to give themthe
"tools" and the assistance to nake clear, open,
transparent and well infornmed decisions.

Wth that, the collective voice of SOKI fully support
the appointment to the AKBOF of; Alan Cain, |Israel
Payt on and Robert Ruffner.

10: 26: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT asked if the interest is to have a
Bristol Bay fisherman seated.

MR. SHADURA clarified that the opposition is not due to interest
in having a regional appointnment, as statute does not make that
provi sion; however, comercial fishing expertise is needed.
Al aska's fisheries are the nunber one enployer in the state and
are being looked to as a neans for relief at this challenging
fiscal tine. The issues are conplex and it is inperative for
the BOF to have the benefit of comercial fishermen who
understand every region, he opined, to guide the board through
this difficult tinme in Al aska.

10: 27:17 AM

BI RCH YUKN S, Menber , Mat anuska- Susitna Fisheries Advisory
Comm ttee, stated support for the appointnment of Israel Peyton
to the BOF, stating that he has proven helpful, does his
homewor k, and has an ear for both sides of an issue. Al'l of
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Al aska will benefit despite differences that are bound to ari se,
he opi ned.

10: 28: 08 AM

CHAI R STUTES cl osed public testinony.

10: 28: 16 AM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT noved to advance the confirmation of
| srael Payton, appointee to the Al aska Board of Fisheries, to a
joint session of the House and Senate for consideration. There
bei ng no objection, the confirmation was advanced.

10: 28: 41 AM

ROBERT RUFFNER, Appointee, Al aska Board of Fisheries (BOF),
provi ded a description of his talents that he will bring to the
BOF, which include a degree in geology and river nechanics.
During the past 20 years, he has applied these skills and honed
his ability to utilize numerical nodeling and apply data and
statistics for planning and devel opnent purposes. It is a
val uable skill set for a BOF nmenber to possess, he opined. I n
terms of interest in public affairs, service on other boards is
also in his background. He pledged to adhere to the established
allocation criteria and couple the governing statute with the
adm nistrate code for sustainable salnon policy, in the decision
maki ng process.

10: 31: 17 AM

CHAI R STUTES opened public testinony.

10: 31: 49 AM

RI CHARD MCGAHAN, stated support for the appointnment of Robert
Ruffner to the BOF, and said the candidate possesses a good

interest in the river systens and escapenent goals. It's
i nportant to have soneone on the board who will protect fishing
resources, and he predicted that M. Ruffner will have that as a
priority.

10: 32: 39 AM

FRED STURNMAN, Sol dot na, Al aska, stated support for the
appoi ntment of Robert Ruffner to the BOF, and opined that he
will do a good job.
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10: 33: 01 AM

CHAI R STUTES cl osed public testinony.

10: 33: 07 AM

REPRESENTATI VE M LLETT noved to advance the confirmation of
Robert Ruffner, appointee to the Al aska Board of Fisheries, to a
joint session of the House and Senate for consideration. There
bei ng no objection, the confirmati on was advanced.

HB 300- FI SH SHELLFI SH HATCHERY/ ENHANCE. PROQJECTS

10: 33: 35 AM

CHAI R STUTES announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 300, "An Act relating to managenent of enhanced
stocks of fish; authorizing the operation of nonprofit shellfish
hat cheri es; relating to application fees for salnon and
shellfish hatchery permts; and providing for an effective
date."

10: 34: 19 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER noved to adopt the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HB 300, Version 29-GH2653\W Bullard,
3/ 21/ 16, as the working docunent.

CHAI R STUTES obj ected for discussion.

10: 35: 30 AM

SAM COTTEN, Conmm ssioner, Al aska Departnment of Fish & Gane
(ADF&G), introduced HB 300, and said it allows the departnent to
issue permts for shellfish enhancenment and for rehabilitation

projects, as well as for the construction and operation of
shell fish hatcheries by non-profit corporations for the sane
pur pose. The goal to help inprove the state's econony and

provide a nethod to increase the avail able harvest of shellfish.
For further details addressing the recommended changes to the
original bill, he deferred coment.

10: 37: 20 AM

FOREST BOVERS, Deputy Director, Division of Commer ci al
Fi sheries, Al aska Department of Fish & Gane (ADF&G, said HB 300
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caused a nunber of questions due to a need to standardize the

text of the bill and reflect a unified syntax. The general
public experienced confusion due to the inclusion of term nology
whi ch the departnent considered routine. Addi tionally, strong

public interest was evident regarding shellfish enhancenent and
the rehabilitation of shellfish fisheries. After incorporating
the public feedback, the bill required a title change. Also, a
par agr aph was added to prohibit permt holders from procuring or
placing genetically nodified shellfish into state waters.
Specifications for brood stock sourcing was included and a
series of definitions were added. Finally, an imunity of
liability clause was inserted, and a provision for donation of
shellfish to a food bank was renoved.

10: 40: 13 AM

CHAIR STUTES renoved her objection, and without further
obj ection, Version Wwas before the conmttee.

10: 40: 19 AM

MR. BOWERS referred to the conmttee packet, to paraphrase from
the docunent titled, "Sectional Analysis, HB 300, Version W
Shel | fish Stock Rehabilitation and Fi shery Enhancenment Projects,
March 23, 2016," which read as foll ows:

Sec. 1

Provides the Alaska Board of Fisheries authority to
direct the departnment to nmanage production of enhanced
shell fish stocks, beyond brood stock needs, for cost
recovery harvest.

Sec. 2
I ncreases the permt application fee for new private
nonprofit sal mon hatcheries from $100 to $1, 000.

Sec. 3

Adds a new Chapter 12 to Title 16, “Shellfish Stock
Rehabilitation Efforts, Enhancenent Proj ect s, and
Hat cheri es.

Provides direction to the comm ssioner on issuance of
permts for private nonprofi t shel I fish st ock
rehabilitation and fishery enhancenent projects and
associated shellfish hatcheries and establishes a
$1,000 pernmt application fee. This section directs
the conm ssioner to consult with technical experts in
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the relevant areas before permt issuance. This
section provides for a hearing prior to issuance of a
permt and describes certain permt ternms including
cost recovery fisheries, harvest, sale, and rel ease of
hat chery- produced shellfish, and selection of brood
stock sources. This section describes reporting
requirenents and terns for nodification or revocation
of a permt.

Sec. 4

Provides the Commercial Fisheries Entry Conm ssion
authority to issue special harvest area entry pernts
to hol ders of private nonprofi t shel I fish
rehabilitation, enhancenent or hatchery permts.

Sec. 5
Defines legal fishing gear for special harvest area
entry permt hol ders.

Sec. 6
Exenpts shellfish raised in a private nonprofit
shell fish project fromthe farned fish definition

Sec. 7 and 8

Establish tax exenption for a nonprofit corporation
holding a shellfish hatchery, rehabilitation, or
enhancenent permt.

Sec. 9
Exenpts shellfish harvested under a special harvest
area entry permt fromcertain taxes.

Sec. 10
Establishes an effective date of the fee for sal non
hat chery permts described in sec. 2.

Sectional Analysis, HB 300 - 2 - April 4, 2016

Sec. 11
Aut horizes the departnent to adopt i npl enenti ng
regul ati ons.

Sec. 12
Establishes an imedi ate effective date for sec. 12
pursuant to AS 01.10.070(c).

Sec. 13
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Establishes an effective date for sec. 9 concomtant
with sec. 2 effective date.

10: 43: 41 AM

MR. BOWERS added that the bill was structured after the existing
statutes governing salnon, private, non-profit, programs to
utilize applicable el enments.

10:44:10 AM

CHAI R STUTES opened public testinony.

10: 44: 33 AM

HEATHER MCCARTY, Spokesperson, Central Bering Sea Fishernen's
Associ ation, stated support for HB 300, and said the crab
fishery has not undergone a stock resurgence, and enhancenent
appears to be the best neans to bring the industry back. The
technol ogy exists, and many conm ttee and public nenbers support
an enhancenent approach.

10: 49: 17 AM

JULI E DECKER, Executive Director, Al aska Fisheries Devel opnent
Foundation, stated support for HB 300, paraphrasing from a
prepared statenent, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

The Al aska Fisheries Developnent Foundation (AFDF)
would like to express support for HB 300. AFDF
recogni zes that HB 300 is part of a larger effort to
devel op mariculture in Al aska.

AFDF’ s nenbership is conprised of seafood harvesters,
seaf ood processors, and support sector businesses.
Since 1978, AFDF s mssion has been to identify
problenms and opportunities that are common across
Al aska’s seafood industry and to help develop
solutions wutilizing applied research and devel opnent
whi ch bal ance economic benefits wth sustainability
pri nci pl es.

One of AFDFs recent projects is to spearhead the
Alaska Mariculture Initiative, which is neant to
expedite the devel opnment of mariculture in Alaska with
the vision to grow a $1 billion industry in 30 years.
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Governor Walker's recent Admnistrative Oder #280
establishes the Alaska Mariculture Task Force and is
al so part of this | ar ger ef fort to devel op
mari culture. The purpose of the Task Force is to
provi de recommendations for a conprehensive plan to
develop a viable and sustainable mariculture industry
producing shellfish and aquatic plants for the
| ongldterm benefit of Alaska s econony, environnent,
and conmuniti es.

HB 300 plays an inportant role in the devel opnent of
mariculture in Alaska. HB 300 creates a regulatory
framework wth which ADF&G can rmanage shellfish
fishery enhancenent, restoration and hatcheries, in a
simlar fashion as the current nanagenent of sal non
fishery enhancenent and hatcheries. This would allow
interested stakeholders to either continue or begin
enhancement and/or restoration of species such as King
crab, sea cucunber, geoduck, abal one, or razor clans.

| would like to briefly address concerns of negative
inpacts to wild shellfish from hatchery shellfish. As
a dient for the Alaska Responsible Fisheries
Managenment (RFM sustainability certification program
AFDF has a wunique position and viewpoint on this
i ssue. On one hand, AFDF hears concerns from industry
that ADF&G s fishery enhancenent policies are too
restrictive, increase cost, and slow progress. On the
ot her  hand, AFDF is also in the position of
facilitating a review of ADF&G s fishery enhancenent
policies by independent thirdOparty experts to
determ ne whether they follow internationally accepted
standards for sustainably managed fisheries. Al aska
sal ron mai ntains RFM certification, because of ADF&G s
policies which are designed around a precautionary
approach that prioritizes wild fish and mnimzes
adverse inpacts to wild stocks. Following is a list of

somre of ADF&G s enhancenent policies: geneti cs,
di sease, pat hol ogy, siting of hat cheri es, fish
culturing techniques, release strategies, harvest,
habi t at , mar ki ng, transportation, pl anni ng, and

reporting. Gven these extensive policies, AFDF and
i ndependent thirdOparties have confidence that ADF&G
is fulfilling its constitutional nandate to nmanage our
fishery resources for sustainability.
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Finally, | understand that a committee substitute (CS)
will be introduced at Thursday’'s neeting that mrrors
the latest version of the conmpanion bill (SB 172)
whi ch was passed out of Senate Resources Committee.
This is our preferred version wth changes that
inprove the clarity and intent of the bill. AFDF
supports this CS of HB 300 and appreciates the
Adm ni stration’s proactive role in introducing the
| egi sl ati on.

10: 53: 13 AM

NANCY HI LLSTRAND, Pioneer Alaskan Fisheries, stated opposition
to HB 300, and said the governance of shellfish needs to be
i ndependent of the statutes that were witten for sal non.
Legislation needs to address shellfish specifically. She
pointed out that a species of king crab was released into the
Bering Sea and i s now consi dered invasive.

10: 57: 07 AM

G NNY ECKERT, PhD, Professor, University of Al aska Fairbanks
(UAF), stated support for HB 300, and paraphrased from a
prepared statenent, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

The Steering Commttee of the Alaska King Crab
Research, Rehabilitation and Biol ogy (AKCRRAB) program
would like to express appreciation and support for
House Bill 300, version W

The AKCRRAB program is a coalition of university,
federal and stakeholder groups, fornmed in 2006 wth
the goals of adding to the scientific understandi ng of
crab life history and ecol ogy, as well as the eventual
rehabilitation of depressed king <crab stocks in
Al aska. AKCRRAB is developing scientifically sound
strategies for hatching, rearing and out planting king
crab in Alaska, in order to help restore populations
to sel f-sustainable |evels.

In phase one, from 2006 to 2011, AKCRRAB researchers
made significant acconplishnents in developing and
i mproving nethods of hatchery rearing of larval and
juvenile king crab from w | d-caught brood stock, to
the point where large-scale production is feasible.
Parallel field and |aboratory studies of crab ecol ogy
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and population genetics were also conducted during
this tinme.

In the second and current phase, hatchery studi es have
been conpl enent ed by st udi es essenti al to
understanding optimal release strategies, appropriate
habitat, and potential inpact on existing ecosystens.
This research is providing the science necessary for
informng the responsible release of hatchery-reared

animals. I ncreased know edge will allow scientists and
managers to assess the feasibility of ecologically
sound rehabilitation of depressed st ocks, W th

potentially substantial benefits to Al aska.

In the third and final phase, AKCRRAB intends to
evolve from the current, research-oriented coalition,
to a formal entity focused on transitioning hatchery
t echni ques and out pl anting t echnol ogi es to
communities and industry as part of statewi de efforts
to help rehabilitate depleted king crab stocks. As
phase three devel ops, the program w || require support
and guidance from the State of Alaska, as the
transition from feasibility to inplenmentation wll
need to be guided with a new regul atory structure.

House Bill 300, as aligned with the recent Senate
Resources Conmittee Substitute for Senate Bill 172, is
a response to the need for new regulations for
shellfish culture. The AKCRRAB Steering Committee is
pl eased that the Administration and the Legislature
are addressing this need. In a prelimnary review of
the proposed legislation, the original version of
Senate Bill 172, we identified several areas of
concern for AKCRRAB program participants. W were
pl eased that our concerns, and those of others, were
addressed in the Commttee Substitute.

W intend to participate fully in further discussions
and hearings on this inportant |legislation. The
AKCRRAB Steering Conmittee stands ready to interact
with Committee nenbers and staff as needed. Pl ease |et
us know how we can be of hel p.

10: 59: 49 AM

CHRI S M ERZEJEK, Di rector of Adm ni strati on, Communi ty
Devel opnent Quota (CDQ, stated support for HB 300 and opined
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that it could generate economc opportunities throughout the
western coastal areas of Al aska.

CHAI R STUTES cl osed public testinony.

11: 01: 34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE ORTIZ asked about sea otter nmanagenent and
whet her reduci ng popul ati ons woul d have a positive inpact.

11: 02: 51 AM

MR. BOWERS responded that sea otters are limting shell fish
production in sone areas of the state. However, the areas
i npacted by the sea otter may be good rehabilitation |ocations,
especially if the otters have noved to other areas. Certainly

abal one woul d be a good species for rehabilitation, he opined.

REPRESENTATI VE ORTI Z said when speaki ng about restoration versus
rehabilitation, what are the differences.

MR. BOWERS explained scenarios for both approaches: St ock
rehabilitation and fisheries enhancenment are what the departnent
practices, and restoration 1is not the agencies purview.
Rehabilitation is when a native species have been extirpated, or
nearly so, and the effort is to rebuild a species to natura

production |evels. Enhancenent relates to boosting production
of fisheries above natural levels for additional yield, in the
common property fishery. The majority of the projects in the

area of salnon are for enhancenment purposes, he finished.

11: 06: 00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER noved to report the proposed CS for HB
300, Version 29-GH2653\W Bullard, 3/21/16, out of conmmittee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, CSHB 300(FSH) was reported
fromthe House Special Commttee on Fisheries.

CHAI R STUTES congratul ated the appointees and thanked the day's
parti ci pants.

11: 06: 38 AM

ADJ OURNVENT
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There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Special Conmittee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 11:06
a.m
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