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COW TTEE CALENDAR

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NE( S)

Board of Fisheries

Oville Huntington - Huslia
Robert Ruffner - Sol dot na

- CONFI RVMATI ONS  ADVANCED
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REG STER

ORVI LLE HUNTI NGTON

Huslia, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: As appointee to the position of the Board
of Fi sheri es, di scussed his qualifications and answered
guesti ons.

PAUL A. SHADURA 1 |

Sout h K Beach | ndependent Fi shermen's Association (SOKI)

Kal i f or nsky, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
Oville Huntington to the Board of Fisheries.
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REED MORI SKY

Fai r banks, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
Oville Huntington to the Board of Fisheries.

ROBERT RUFFNER

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: As appointee to the position of the Board
of Fi sheri es, di scussed his qualifications and answered
guesti ons.

DONALD JOHNSON

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Robert Ruffner to the Board of Fisheries.

GEORGE PI ERCE

Kasi | of, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to the appointnent
of Robert Ruffner to the Board of Fisheries.

SAM SNYDER, Menber

Trout Unlimted

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
Robert Ruffner to the Board of Fisheries.

PAUL A. SHADURA |1, Representative

Sout h K Beach | ndependent Fi shermen's Association (SOKI)

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
Robert Ruffner to the Board of Fisheries.

M KE NAVARRE, Mayor

Kenai Peni nsul a Borough

Sol dot na, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
Robert Ruffner to the Board of Fisheries.

PAUL OSTRANDER, Chief of Staff

O fice of the Mayor

Kenai Peni nsul a Bor ough

Sol dot na, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of the appointnent of
Robert Ruffner to the Board of Fisheries.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
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7:20: 24 PM

CHAIR LOUI SE STUTES called the House Special Comittee on
Fisheries neeting to order at 7:20 p.m Representatives Herron,
Johnson, Otiz, and Stutes were present at the call to order.
Representatives Foster and Kreiss-Tonkins arrived as the neeting
was in progress.

CONFI RVATI ONS:  BOARD OF FI SHERI ES

7:20:53 PM

CHAI R STUTES brought before the conmttee the appointnent of
Oville Huntington to the position of the Board of Fisheries.
[ Packets contain biographical information on both appointees.]

7:21:29 PM

ORVI LLE HUNTI NGTON, Huslia, Alaska, advised he is the D rector
of WIldlife and Parks, for the Tanana Chief's Conference, wth
two sons working in Anchorage, a daughter at UAF, wth one
student in high school in Huslia, and he has lived in Al aska his
entire life with 20 years of comrercial and subsistence fishing.
He offered that he had board experience, wth good board
t eachers.

7:22: 57 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON noted this will be M. Huntington's second
term and asked himto describe his first term what he | earned,
and the contri buti ons he nade.

MR.  HUNTI NGTON responded that he has becone educated in ocean
fisheries, river systens, shellfish, and allocations, and has
relied on his scientific skill sets with the board. He opi ned
he should serve another term on the Board of Fisheries to use
t he knowl edge he has obtained before noving on to the Board of
Gane.

7:24:11 PM
REPRESENTATI VE HERRON surmised that it was a |earning process

and asked M. Huntington to describe his ability to voice his
views on record.
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MR.  HUNTI NGON answered that his views and opinions were based
upon science during his first term and he relied on the data
available to respond to situations, including the difficulties
facing fishermen and the econonics of the fisheries.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON suggested that M. Huntington becone a
very active nmenber and use his science based know edge thereby
putting his talents and skill sets on the record which wll
protect the species and fisheries in the future.

MR, HUNTINGTON said he conpletely agrees with Representative
Herron's conmment.

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON asked his occupation specialty in the
United States Marine Corp.

MR. HUNTI NGTON advi sed he was never in the mlitary.

7:27:52 PM

PAUL A SHADURA II, South K Beach Independent Fishernen's
Association (SOKI), testified in support of the appointee, and
advised that the South K Beach |ndependent Fi shernmen' s

Association's (SOKI) mssion is protecting and preserving the
Kasi | of Aquarium System and it agrees with the appointnment of
M. Huntington. He referred to AS 16.05.22[1](a), which read:

AS 16. 05. 221. Boards of Fisheries and Gane.

(a) For purposes of the conservation and devel opnent
of the fishery resources of the state, there 1is
created the Board of Fisheries conposed of seven
menbers appointed by the governor, subj ect to
confirmation by a mpjority of the nenbers of the
legislature in joint session. The governor shal
appoi nt each nenber on the basis of interest in public
affairs, good judgnent, know edge, and ability in the
field of action of the board, and with a view to
providing diversity of interest and points of view in
the nmenbership. The appointed nenbers shall be
residents of the state and shall be appointed w thout
regard to political affiliation or geogr aphi cal
| ocation of residence. The commissioner is not a
menber of the Board of Fisheries, but shall be ex
officio secretary.
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MR. SHADURA said that conservation inplies within Al aska case
law, that it is conserving controlled utilization of Al aska's
resource to prevent its exploitation, destruction, or neglect.
He stated that within M. Huntington's full term he has renai ned
appr oachabl e, courteous, and wlling to Ilisten to al

i ndi vi dual s. M. Huntington possesses a unique famly history
and academ ¢ know edge, and he offers a diversity of views in a
fair and inpartial manner to the decisions the Board of
Fi sheri es nust make, he descri bed.

7: 30: 00 PM

REED MORI SKY, testified in support of M. Huntington, advising
that M. Huntington has served on the Board of Fisheries wth
distinction, thereby exhibiting his ability and skills to offer
bal anced decisions regarding Al aska's fisheries resources. He
said that M. Huntington's cultural know edge is unsurpassed and
has been of great benefit to all Al askans, and in particular to
the board when decisions are being nmade. He pointed out that
M. Huntington has accurately and appropriately applied his
sci ence background, as he holds to the highest standards of
science free from bias or partiality, and is objective. Wth
regard to subsistence, sport, personal use, and conmercial users
he consistently conpletes the due diligence necessary to make
decisions that fairly regulate and allocate the state's
fisheries resources.

CHAI R STUTES cl osed public testinony after ascertaining that no
one further wished to testify.

7:31:41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER expressed support for Oville Huntington
and said he | ooks forward to working with him

[Later in the neeting, the notion to advance the nom nation of
Oville Huntington was nade and carri ed. ]

7:32:09 PM
CHAI R STUTES brought before the conmittee the appointnment of
Robert Ruffner to the position of the Board of Fisheries.

[ Packet s contain biographical infornmation on the appointee.]

7:32: 29 PM
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ROBERT RUFFNER, said that a |love of the outdoors is a major
factor in why he has lived in Al aska since 1996. He said he is
a geology and civil engineering graduate, is raising a famly,
and dedicated to remaining in the state. Since his arrival, he
has worked for the Kenai Watershed Forum which is a citizens
group interested in the Kenai R ver drainage that |ater expanded
to cover the entire Kenai Peninsula involving habitat
conservation and working with all of the different users group.
A key project, he advised was in 2005-2008 when the forum
cleaned up the river after their research revealed severa

hundred gallons of gasoline going into the river a day,

including the political process to renediate the problem and
working with the Board of Fisheries. He described key events
t he Kenai Watershed Forum undertook. He noted, he served on the
pl anni ng conmm ssion 4-5 years, and then signed on to the Road
Conmi ssi on Board because he felt he could make a difference, and
remar ked he has been a fisherman his entire life and continues

to harvest for personal use. Besides having fished for the
majority of available species throughout the state, he has
m ni mal experience in comercial fishing, he said. He offered

that he is stepping down as executive director of the Kenai
Wat ershed Forum which started with a very small budget to a
current organization of over $3 mllion in habitat rel ated work.
He described the Board of Fisheries as challenging in |earning
fisheries across the entire state, working with a new cast of

people, with hundreds of mllions of dollars involved, and that
the Alaska fisheries is in the billions. He pointed out that
nost of the contention he hears is surrounding Cook Inlet, but
this job involves all of the state's fisheries, including fin

fish and shell fish, and there is nmuch to | earn.
7:41: 33 PM

MR. RUFFNER continued that he offers experience in fishing, with
a scientific background, and his experience and understanding in
advanced statistics is inportant as there wll be fisheries,
econonmics, and all types of data that nany decisions wll be
based upon. There is inportance in the confidence nenbers have
in a particular aspect of that data, how to bring those
guestions up, and discuss them He noted that since submtting
his application, he has learned there are 84 advisory commttees
across Alaska, with 900 volunteer individuals serving on those
committees, and these volunteers provide input to the board. He
stated he is very commtted to the public process and honors
| ocal advisors, and wll Ilisten carefully to the information
they bring forward.
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7:43:54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HERRON disclosed he previously nmet wth M.
Ruf fner, and conmented that he is "pretty chatty."”

7:44: 22 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ORTIZ noted the value that the appointee places
on the advisory commttees, and noted there was an earlier
proposal to "limt the actions of the Board of Fish to take
action only on proposals that cone before you, rather than self-
generated proposals.” He asked whether M. Ruffner was famliar
wi th that proposal.

MR. RUFFNER said he is.
REPRESENTATI VE ORTI Z asked M. Ruffner's stand on it.

MR. RUFFNER opi ned that board generated proposals are necessary;
however, bringing them at the right tinme is inportant to allow
f eedback, and suggested a tineline to allow public comment.

CHAI R STUTES opened public testinony.
7:46: 47 PM

DONALD JOHNSOQN, testified in opposition to the appointnent, and
he said he appreciates the opportunity to address "this
dedi cated sport fish board seat" available, and stressed this is
a dedicated sport fish seat. He said he objects to the
appointment of M. Ruffner in that his science background does
not position him well to actually address the dedicated sport
fish requirenment of this seat. He said the seat was included
for a dedicated sport fish person to take advantage of, and to
allow the public to take advantage of their wealth of experience
achieved after years and years' worth of dedicated sport fish
use. He noted that M. Ruffner has done a Ilittle bit of
everything, but he is looking for soneone "in a dedicated seat™
who has put a lot of tinme into sports fishing and not science.
M. Ruffner, he pointed out, has dedicated a lot of tine
obtaining his degrees in geology, environmentalism drift
netting, but no dedication to sport fish use. He opined that
the appointee has not been to a single Board of Fisheries
nmeeti ng, and described himas a passive sport fishernman.

CHAI R STUTES clarified that the Board of Fisheries position is
not a dedicated sport fish seat.
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MR, JOHNSON replied, "I think it is."
7:49:59 PM

GECRCE PIERCE, testified in opposition to the appointnent saying
M. Ruffner is a fine person but lacks qualifications in that
scientists and biologists in fish are needed, not friends of
special interests groups. He opined that the "Fish and Gane
Board" currently is about politics and not science. He stated
that special interest groups are sponsoring M. Ruffner, and he
is not qualified for the board. He referred to conments
regarding two stroke notors for the Kenai River and advised it
was only for people that had a dip net, "no one else as sport
fishing guides, or comrercial fishermen were still allowed to
use two stroke notors.” He remarked that every year the Kena
Wat ershed Forum passes out panphlets to warn people regarding
the contaminants in the Kenai River water, and not to drink the
wat er . He stated "M. Huntington is a qualified candidate, and
he is for subsistence and he is a biologist,"” and a biologist is
needed from Kenai .

7:52:18 PM

SAM SNYDER, Menber, Trout Unlimted, stated support for the
appoi ntee, paraphrasing from a prepared statenent, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

| have spent ny life as an angler, fishing around the
country and fishing around the state since noving to
Al aska. | primarily fish from the Kenai to the
Susitna and been fortunate enough to travel from
Bristol Bay to SE AK fishing for salnon, trout and
st eel head.

A life of fishing has also led to a fierce interest in
sust ai nabl e fisheries nanagenment — a concept that few
societies in the world outside of Al aska have managed
to achi eve. I have a PhD wth a focus on fisheries
sustainability. | currently develop and direct
prograns for Trout Unlimted Al aska which has over
1,000 angler nenbers in the state. | have called in
today on behalf of TU and our nenbers to support M.
Ruffner’s confirmation to the Al aska Board of Fish.

The Alaska Program of Trout Unlimted wrks to
protect, reconnect, restore and sustain Alaska's
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salnon and trout resour ces. W work through
scientific investigation, grassroots engagenent and
supporting partnerships wth fishing organizations,
NGO s, agenci es, muni ci palities, tribes, busi ness
owners and angl ers.

W’ ve been troubled to hear the negative response
regarding M. Ruffner’s appointnent. It appears nuch
of the negativity spawns from the idea that the vacant
seat on the board nust be allocated to a specific gear
group or region of the state. Despite these views,
it’s clear the nake-up of the board (comercial,
sport, subsistence) is not nandated by | aw Nor, 1is
there a definition of what constitutes a commercial,
sport, or subsistence oriented individual. In fact,
it is because Ruffner is not handpicked by a group of
stakeholders that TU is conpelled to weigh in on his
appoi nt ment . W feel it 1is critical that Board
menbers put fish first, not a single user group or a
specific pl ace.

There is no doubt, TU is a sport fishing organization.
But it is our organizational DNA to look at the big
picture when it cones to fish and fishing. We wor k
hard to seek out and engage on issues that wunify
fisheries stakeholders and fulfill our organizationa
m ssi on. M. Ruffner’s science background and
longtinme | eadership with the Kenai Watershed Forum and
Kenai Peninsula’s Fish Habitat Partnership, as well as
his love of angling, aligns well with the interests
and val ues of our nenbers.

Far too often allocation battles have obscured real
issues, and elimnated the ability of Alaskans to have
reasonable science based discussions on critica
i ssues before the board. M. Ruffner is exactly the
type of board nenber Alaska needs at this tineg;
sonmeone who i s not handpi cked by a user group, soneone
wth a scientific back ground and soneone whose
experience has been forged working for agreenents
agai nst the backdrop of the state’s nobst heavily used
and possibly its nost controversial fishery.

M. Ruffner wll bring a nuch needed big picture

approach to the board, which in turn wll be of
tremendous service to the people of Al aska.
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7:55: 06 PM

PAUL A SHADURA 1|1, South K Beach |ndependent Fishernen's
Association (SOKI), said he has been on the |ocal Kenai Sol dotna
advisory committee, is representing the South K Beach

| ndependent Fishernen's Association (SOKI), and offered support
for the appointee. He advised the M. Ruffner has proven to be
a person who strives to communicate with a diverse group of
interests. He then referred to a letter M. Ruffner directed to
Governor Sean Parnell, on February 25, 2010, and stated that he
has a deep personal concern for all resource users.

7:58: 05 PM

M KE NAVARRE, WMayor, Kenai Peninsula Borough, stated that on
behalf of the Kenai Peninsula Borough, the Kenai Peninsula
Bor ough Assenbly passed a resolution in support of M. Ruffner's
appointment and confirmation to the Board of Fisheries. He
remarked that the Kenai Peninsula is fortunate as he perforned
with excellence regarding habitat restoration, which includes
cul vert replacenents, assessnents, the Kenai River two stroke
[engine] to four stroke [engine] in order to prevent pollution
and both identified and resolved the issue. He related that
many people were upset when the two stroke engi nes were about to
be outlawed in that they had invested noney in their endeavor
and couldn't afford to buy a new notor. M. Ruffner and his
organi zation took it wupon thenselves to solicit funds for a
buyback programin order to offset part of the cost of outlaw ng
those notors as a good public policy decision and followup. He
descri bed the applicant as a consensus builder, with a broad and
di verse background and a broad diverse group of supporters for
his seat on the Board of Fisheries. He pointed out that M.
Ruffner's tine on the planning comm ssion was extraordinary in

that he listens to many different opinions, di gests the
i nformati on, does his homework, and mekes good rational and well
t hought out decisions. M. Ruffner, he opined, will do the sane
on the Board of Fisheries and will be an outstanding nenber of

the board in service to the residents of the State of Al aska and
to the fisheries resource.

8:00: 29 PM

PAUL OSTRANDER, Chief of Staff, Ofice of the Myor, Kenai
Peni nsul a Borough, stated support for the appointee, advised he
is representing hinmself, and offered background information
regarding his personal passion for sport fishing. He then
described M. Ruffner as an excellent person for this position
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in that he will take the facts presented to him and make the
best decisions for the resource, as it should not be about the
agenda of user groups.

CHAI R STUTES cl osed public testinony after ascertaining that no
on further wshed to testify.

8:02: 09 PM
The commttee took an at-ease from8:02 p.m to 8:03 p.m
8:03:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE KREI SS-TOWI NS stated that the commttee has two
excel | ent candi dat es.

8:03:41 PM

REPRESENTATI VE JOHNSON stated that the House Special Committee
on Fisheries reviewed the qualifications of the governor's
appointees as shown in the attached Referral on Confirmation
forms and recommend the names Oville Huntington and Robert
Ruf fner be forwarded to a joint session [of the House and Senate
for consideration.] This does not reflect the intent by any
menber to vote for or against these individuals during any
further sessions for the purposes of confirmation. There being
no objection, the confirmations of Owville Huntington and Robert
Ruffner were advanced from the House Special Conmttee on
Fi sheri es.

8:04:40 PM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the *House

Special Conmttee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at 8:04
p. m
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