HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
April 14, 2015
6:03 p.m

6: 03: 59 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Thonpson called the House Finance Conmittee
neeting to order at 6:03 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve Mark Neuman, Co-Chair
Representati ve Steve Thonpson, Co-Chair
Representati ve Dan Saddl er, Vice-Chair
Representati ve Bryce Edgnon
Representative Les Gara

Representative Lynn Gattis
Representative David Guttenberg
Representative Scott Kawasaki
Representati ve Cat hy Minoz
Representative Lance Pruitt
Representative Tanme W/ son

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Paul Fuhs, Board Chairman, Marine Exchange of Al aska,
Juneau; Ed Page, Executive Director, Marine Exchange of
Al aska, Juneau; Car | Uchyti |, Al aska Association of
Har bormasters and Port Adm nistrators, Juneau; Dave Donl ey,
Hope Community Resources, Juneau; Alyse @Glvin, Geat
Al aska Schools, Juneau; Deena Mtchell, Geat Al aska
School s, Juneau.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Ann Arrisi, Hope Community Resources, WMatsu; Chuck Kaucic,
Wasilla Soil and Water Conservation District, Wasilla;
Peter WIllians, City of Bethel, Bethel; Brenda Akelkok,
Bristol Bay Housing Authority (BBHA), Dillinghanm Kevin
Tennyson, Bristol Bay Housing Authority, Dillingham Jason

House Fi nance Committee 1 04/ 14/ 15 6:03 P. M



Storter, Rilke Schule, Anchorage; Mariah Storter, Rilke
Schul e, Anchorage; Janeen WIkins, Rilke Schule, Anchorage;
Mtzi Barker, Rural CAP, Chugiak; Joel Neineyer, Federal
Co- Chai r, Denal i Comm ssi on, Anchor age; Dan Duane,
Associ ation of Al aska Housing Authorities, Anchorage; Erin
W son, Deputy Director, Aleutian Housing Authority,
Anchorage; UTf Asplund, Parent, Anchorage; Gabe Laynan,
Cook Inlet Housing Authority, Anchorage; Brendan WIKins,
Student, Rilke Schule, Anchorage; Kristina Gwn, Rilke
Schul e, Anchorage; David Dobler, Ri|lke Schule, Anchorage;
Tonja Ranbow, Hope Comunity Resources, Anchorage; Kjersti
Von Wchman, Rilke Schule, Anchorage; Corrie Davis, Hope
Communi ty Resour ces, Kodi ak; Bar t Meyer, Executive
Director, Baranof Island Housing Authority, Sitka; Reggie
Joul e, Mayor, Northwest Arctic Borough, Kotzebue; Elizabeth
Craval ho, Nana Regional Corporation, Kotzebue; Joel Al owa,
Mani i |l ag Associ ation, Kotzebue; Samantha Mtz-Gentz, Direct
Servi ce Advocat e, St andi ng Toget her Agai nst Rape,
Anchorage; Etta Kuzakin, President, Tribal Council of King
Cove, King Cove; Rck Berns, Myor, dd Harbor; Dan
Wnters, Director, Public Uilities, Cty of Unalaska;
Kinberly Carlo, Chief Operations Oficer, Interior Regional

Housing Authority, Fairbanks; Paul GIl, Self, Fairbanks;
Jack Hebert, CEO Cold dimte Housing Research Center,
Fai r banks; Scot t Bel |, Vi ce Chancel | or, Facilities

Services, University of Al aska Fairbanks, Fairbanks; Bruno
G unau, Self, Fairbanks; WIliam Dushkin Sr., Aleutian
Housing Authority, Sand Point; Dr. Ann Marie O Brien,
Superintendent, Northwest Arctic Borough School District,
Kot zebue; Doug Bridges, Al aska Mbility Coalition, Juneau;
Chri st opher Const ant, Fai rvi ew Communi ty Counci |,
Anchor age; Nancy Anderson, Municipality of  Anchorage,
Departnment of Health and Human Services, Anchorage; Marilyn
Houser, Sel f, Anchorage; Ray Qakl ey, Par ent , | ndi an;
Kjerstin Lastufka, Parent, Anchorage; Dean Ball, Principal,
Ril ke Schule, Anchorage; Carrie Longoria, Victinms for
Justice, Anchorage; Christopher Dyke, Self, Anchorage;
Peter Brandorff, Rilke Schule, Anchorage; Emly Davies,
Data Analyst, Al aska Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault
I ntervention Program Anchor age; Vanessa W se, Ri | ke
Schul e, Anchorage; Jack Walker, Self, Anchorage; Bryan
Cl enmenz, Self, Anchorage; Janes Kurth, Parent, Anchorage;
Joni Scharfenberg, Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation
District, Fairbanks; Janmes WIeman, Parent, Anchorage;
Mlly Rettig, Sel f, Fai r banks; Dani el Bl air, Mayor ,
Whittier; Car ol yn Ransey, Ctizens for Responsi bl e
Devel opnent,  Anchor age; Bryan Anderson, Ri | ke Schul e,
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Anchorage; Chantal Wlsh, Self, Anchorage; Chris Turetes,

Facilities Director, University of Alaska Anchorage,
Anchor age.

SUMVARY

SB 26 BUDGET: CAPI TAL

SB 26 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

Co- Chair Thonpson di scussed the agenda for the evening.

#hb26
CSSB 26( FI N)

"An Act making and anendi ng appropriations, including
capital appropriations, supplenental appropriations,
reappropriations, and other appropriations; making
appropriations to capitalize funds; maki ng
appropriations under art. |IX, sec. 17(c), Constitution
of the State of Al aska, from the constitutional budget
reserve fund; and providing for an effective date."

6: 05:15 PM

APUBLI C TESTI MONY: STATEW DE

6:05:17 PM

PAUL FUHS, BOARD CHAIRVAN, MARINE EXCHANGE OF ALASKA,
JUNEAU, placed hinself on record.

ED PAGE, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, MARI NE EXCHANGE OF ALASKA,
JUNEAU, provided background information about the Marine
Exchange of Al aska, a non-profit organization. He explained
that the exchange provided a portion of Alaska s vessel
tracki ng system He reported that in past years the State
of Al aska provided approximtely $600 thousand per year.
He furthered that the United States Coast Guard (USCG
contributed $1.2 mllion per year and the narine industry
contributed another $1.5 per vyear to the system He
referred to a briefing packet provided to conmttee
menbers. He stated that on page two of the handout the
graphi c showed 120 vessel tracking sites throughout Al aska
built by the Marine Exchange to aid maritinme safety. He
pointed to another graphic which showed the marine traffic
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in the Arctic. He asked the commttee for the sane funding
support as provided in past years. He nentioned that the
Marine Exchange net the qualifying criteria to receive
cruise ship head tax funds set aside for services provided
for the maritinme industry. He asked for continued funding
for the program

M. Fuhs gave a brief description of the novenent of the
appropriation in the budget. He explained that the funds
were matching federal funds and from designated funds in
the operating budget. The finance subcommittee felt that
the appropriation should cone from the capital budget
rather than the operating budget; therefore, it had been
removed. However, the funds were not placed into the
capital budget. He asked the comrmittee to consider using
nmoney fromthe cruise ship head tax to fund the exchange.

6: 08: 25 PM

Representati ve Miunoz acknow edged that the Marine Exchange
of Al aska had received $600 thousand from the state every
year for many years. She asked about the potential effects
of the |l ost funding.

M. Page stated that there were currently gaps in coverage
existing in the Arctic. The exchange was trying to fill
gaps by expanding the vessel tracking system He relayed
that the USCG provided funding for the 24-hour operation
center, but the state had been the builder of the vessel
tracking sites throughout Alaska. He reported that the
shipping traffic was increasing, and wthout filling the
gaps inportant informati on would not be captured.

6: 09: 44 PM

CARL UCHYTI L, ALASKA ASSOCI ATI ON OF HARBORMASTERS AND PORT
ADM NI STRATORS, JUNEAU, testified in support of the Al aska
Muni ci pal Harbor Gant Program a 50-50 match program He
represented 37 harbors throughout Al aska. He reported $4.4
mllion in the program currently. He relayed that his
menbership asked for $14 million. He explained that the
grant program was worthwhile. He stated that, previously,
harbors were state owed and were transferred to
muni ci palities. He nmentioned that the grant program was the
only nmechani sm for many harbors to recapitalize the state's
facilities over 50 vyears old. The association was
requesting a $250 thousand increnent which would allow for
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a $1.2 mllion boat ranp to be in Anchorage. He conmented
that it was very rare that Anchorage had the opportunity to
participate in the matching grant program

6: 11: 53 PM

DAVE DONLEY, HOPE COVMMUNITY RESOURCES, JUNEAU, spoke on
behalf of Hope Comunity Resources. He detailed Hope's
services in housing for Alaskan's with disabilities. He
reported that Hope Community Resources had received funding
in the state's capital budget for many years. He outlined
the current budget request of $361 thousand to pay for
life-safety projects. He conveyed that $125 thousand of the
request was for projects mandated by the state in order to
conply with licensing requirenments. He reported that in
2013 the average operating budget savings was $79, 487 per
i ndi vi dual housed by Hope Community Resources. He continued
to provide statistics about additional savings to the
state's operating budget, conparing Hope's cost of care to
other institutional care. He infornmed the conmttee of the
additional benefits and savings the state would realize by
continuing to support Hope Community Resources. He also
reported significant growh in the Medicaid waiver system
creating greater demand for housing for the disabled. He
urged the conmttee to continue its support for Hope
Communi ty Resour ces.

6: 14: 08 PM

ANN  ARRI S|, HOPE COVWUNI TY RESOURCES, MAT-SU  (via
t el econference), urged support for a capital request in the
amount of $361 thousand. She reported that Hope Comunity
Resources supported over 1,400 disabled Al askans including
children. She expressed her concern wth significant
quality of life challenges wthout state support. The
funding included support for state mandated safety
i nprovenents. She communi cated that w thout capital funding
Hope would serve fewer Alaskans. She referred to a 2009
Legi sl ati ve Research Services Report which indicated a cost
savings of $10 thousand per recipient between the hone and
comuni ty-based waiver and nursing homes. She concluded
that the home or conmmunity-based waiver was the nost
fiscally responsible choice and encouraged the conmttee to
offer its support.

6:16: 32 PM
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CHUCK KAUCI C, WASILLA SO L AND WATER CONSERVATI ON DI STRI CT,
WASI LLA (via teleconference), spoke on behal f of
conservation throughout Al aska and particularly Wasilla. He
provi ded a bri ef backgr ound regar di ng conservati on
districts. Conservation was manifested in Al aska through
the Al aska Association for the Conservation Districts
(AACD), formed in 1947. He relayed that w thout base
funding the Wasilla Soil and Water Conservation District
woul d be out of business or significantly dimnished; AACD,
as the blanket organization in Alaska, had submtted a
capital request that would be distributed across the state.
At the district level, Wasilla Soil and Water Conservation
had made its capital request that would be applied to four
specific projects which he detailed. He asked the commttee
to support conservation in Al aska and thanked the comittee
for its tine.

6: 18:58 PM

PETER W LLI AVS, CTY OF BETHEL, BETHEL (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of the nunicipal harbor
facilities grant. He reviewed the requirenents of the grant
and encouraged nenbers to fund the grant program at the
current level. He thanked the conmittee for its tine.

6: 20: 53 PM

BRENDA  AKELKCK, BRI STOL BAY HOUSING AUTHORITY (BBHA),
DI LLINGHAM (via teleconference), urged the commttee to
provide any anmount of funding for the Al aska Finance
Housi ng Cor poration Suppl enent al Housi ng Devel opnment
Program She relayed that the supplenmental housing grant
| everaged 80 percent nore funding from the U S. Departnent
of Housing and Urban Devel opnent (HUD). She stated that
wi t hout the supplenental grant, BBHA would no |onger be
able to build 5 houses per year. A village may have to wait
30 years for a new hone versus 15 years. She stated that
BBHA would be losing experienced and trained crews wth
expertise in building energy efficient honmes. She urged
nmenbers to consider restoring any line itenms for any
anounts for the Al aska Housing Suppl enental G ant.

6:22: 50 PM

KEVI N TENNYSON, BRI STOL BAY HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY, DI LLI NGHAM
(via teleconference), spoke in favor of the Al aska Housing
Fi nance Corporation (AHFC) Weatherization Gant Program He
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communi cated that in 2008 the budget for the program had
been $4 nmillion, which had been utilized for 100 hones.
Presently the budget was $1.4 mllion, which would cover 43
homes. The weatherization targeted senior citizens on a
fixed incone. He detailed that energy bills were cut al nost
in half. He elaborated that weat heri zation targeted
children wunder six vyears old to protect them from
respiratory problenms that were caused by black nold. The
program provi ded ] obs for pl unbers, car penters,
el ectricians, and laborers in the Bristol Bay region. He
inplored the commttee to support funding for the program

6: 24: 50 PM

JASON STORTER, Rl LKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for the
charter school Rilke Schule. He was gravely concerned by
the direction the budget had taken regarding the school's
finances. He relayed that if funds were not restored to the
capital budget the school was headed in a crash and burn
direction. He elaborated that the school had contractually
obligated itself using funds designated to the program from
the previous |legislative session. He provided detail on the

school. He asked if the legislature realized that the
school operated on one-third less than Alaska's traditiona
schools, while outperformng nearly all of them He

stressed that the school's 480 students were counting on
the legislature to do what was right to save their school

MARI AH STORTER, Rl LKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of the restoration of funds
to Rilke Schule. She stated that the renmpval of the
school's allocated state funds from the prior year had put
it in a position of failure. She underscored that as the
| argest charter school, it already operated on a budget
that was significantly lower than that of other schools.
She expected the state to adequately fund the program
whi ch outperfornmed on |ess. She urged the conmittee to save
t he program

6:27:45 PM

JANEEN W LKI NS, Rl LKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in support of the restoration of
funds to Ri |l ke Schul e. She conmunicated that the renoval of
funds designated the prior year had put the school in a
crisis. She reasoned that other prograns the |egislature
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could cut involved capable adults who coul d understand what
was being taken. She stressed that children did not have
the same ability; children would not wunderstand why
suddenly they did not have the tools or the people needed
to succeed at school and in life. She reasoned that
children were expected to grow and learn on a daily basis;
adul ts were supposed to set an exanple on responsibility.

6: 29: 14 PM

M TZI BARKER, RURAL CAP, CHUG AK (via teleconference),
spoke in favor of the Low Income Watherization Assistance
Program She detailed that the program warnmed hones and
decreased fuel costs for |low incone Al askans. Additionally,
t he program provided econonic benefits in the form of jobs
and orders for materials and freight services. She stated
that rural Al askans commonly paid approximtely 50 percent
of their incone for heating fuel. She elaborated that the
program saved rural famlies nore than $2,300 annually on
fuel. She reasoned that the investnment continued to
generate high returns year after year. She asked the
commttee to consider decreasing the proposed 76 percent
cut to 27 percent, which would provide the program wi th $20

mllion. She urged the conmttee nenbers to support the
program
6:31:49 PM

JOEL  NEI MEYER, FEDERAL CO CHAI R, DENALI COW SSI ON,
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke in favor of the

Denal i Comm ssion federal/state partnership grant. He
relayed that a $3 mllion grant had been authorized in
2011. He shared that there were still admnistrative
barriers in transporting the state funding to the

commi ssion related in indemification agreenment issues. He
el aborated that a workaround had been developed in FY 14
and $1.64 nmillion had been provided for a power project
The conmission had identified a power project for cost-
share match, but there were currently issues being worked
on. He stated that the proposed action of cutting $1.36
mllion would delay construction by a mninum of one year.
He relayed that he would be in Juneau the follow ng day and
hope to speak to mnenbers personally about reinstating the
f unds.

6: 33: 52 PM
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DAN DUANE, ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA HOUSING AUTHORI TIES
ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), shared that the Association
of Alaska Housing Authorities consisted of 14 regional
housing authorities. He detailed that the authorities were
conduits for significant federal and state funds and were
the primary providers of affordable housing in rural and
urban Al aska. He spoke in support of the Watherization
Program and the Supplenental Housing Developnent G ant
Program funded through the Alaska Housing Finance
Corporation (AHFC). He believed both prograns warranted
state investnent even in difficult budgetary tinmes. He
relayed that both prograns served beneficiaries throughout
the state and provided short and long-term returns on
investment. He shared statistics related to high energy
costs and inadequate ventilation in honmes throughout the
state. He stated that approximately 18,000 units would have
been weat herized by March 2016, which saved Al askans cl ose
to $50 mllion annually. He relayed that the Supplenenta
Housi ng Devel opnent Gant Program provided a 20 percent
match to federal HUD funds for energy efficiency neasures
and other critical infrastructure needs. He wurged the
conmttee to support the prograns.

6: 36: 59 PM

ERIN WLSON, DEPUTY DI RECTOR, ALEUTI AN HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY

ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), spoke in favor of the AHFC
Suppl enental Housing Developnment Gant Program and the
Weat heri zation Program She detailed that the supplenenta

housi ng program had been devel oped in 1980. She el aborated
t hat the program had been incredibly valuable in
suppl emrenting and |everaging federal, state, and private
resources; it provided devel opnment gap funding that enabled
projects to nove forward. She stressed that wthout the
fundi ng t he program and services woul d decr ease
significantly. She enphasized that rural comunities would
be particularly hard hit. She conmunicated that the
suppl emental grant program provided a 20 percent match for
the total devel opnent cost for energy efficiency and other
necessary infrastructure costs (e.oQ. wat er, sewer,

el ectrical distribution, and access roads). She relayed
that the program had a federal/state funding ratio of 5 to
1. She relayed that the program created hundreds of jobs
and resulted in mllions of dollars in new infrastructure
and construction related purchases. She spoke to the
governor's support of nodest <capital funding for the
program She shared that the Watherization Program had
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enabled her organization to provide energy efficiency
upgrades to 280 homes in the region. She referred to
reductions in the use of diesel fuel and increased savings.

6:39:24 PM

ULF ASPLUND, PARENT, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of funding for Rilke Schule, a public charter
school. He relayed that the school was the only charter
school without its own facility. He comrunicated that the
removal of funding from the prior year had put the school
into a crisis situation. He discussed that the |egislature
had renoved the noney after the school had entered into a
contractually obligated | ease for a new school. He stressed
that it was a substantial problem for the 480 students who
may not have a school in the upcomng fall. He urged the
| egislature to do the right thing to make things possible
for the students.

6: 40: 41 PM

GABE LAYMAN, COOK | NLET HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY, ANCHORACE (via
tel econference), urged support for the Suppl enmental Housing
Grant Program adm ni stered through AHFC. He reported that
the program was designed to encourage safe, ener gy
ef ficient housing throughout the state. He relayed that by
statute the program could fund no nore than 20 percent of
the costs for any housing project. He reported that for
every state dollar funded up to nine dollars was matched

He added that housing in Alaska used three tinmes nore
energy per square foot than the national average; the high
cost of energy conmbined with high consunption had put a
financial squeeze on famlies and the state. He specified
that famlies in Interior Al aska paid an average of $8, 000
annually for energy costs. He discussed that the program
played a critical role in ensuring that the housing built
and rehabilitated in rural Al aska was energy efficient. The
program nandated conpliance with AHFC s building energy
efficiency standard. The program helped to fund sone of the
costs of energy efficient design and construction, which
reduced |ong-term dependency on state-funded prograns such
as Power Cost Equalization and the Heating Assistance
Program

6:42: 54 PM
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BRENDAN W LKINS, STUDENT, RILKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of funding for Ril ke Schule
charter school [he provided a statenent in German]. He
inplored the comrittee to save his school. He shared that
he | oved his school and | oved speaking German.

6:44:13 PM

KRI STI NA GAYN, Rl LKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), urged support for the Rilke Schule charter
school. She associated herself with support for the schoo

expressed by previous testifiers.

6:44: 31 PM

DAVI D DOBLER, RILKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via tel econference),
spoke in support of full funding for education and for
Ril ke Schule. He believed the state's npbst inportance
resource was its children and that their education was of
the utnost inportance. He urged the conmttee to support
funding for the school

6:45: 06 PM

TONJA RAMBOW HOPE COVMUNI TY RESOURCES, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), asked the conmmttee to support a m ninmm
of $125,000 for Hope Community Resources. She relayed that
the requested funds reduced the capital and operating
budget; w thout the Hope residences the budget would rise
to pay for nore expensive institutional care. She detailed
that the request served the neediest Al askans; residents
were disabled and were entitled to Medicaid services. She
el aborated that the state was directly responsible for
costs the requested funding addressed. She reasoned that
choosing to serve Alaskans with disabilities increased the
demand for safe, supportive, and cost-effective housing.
She added that the state licensing process required the
upgr ades to facilities. The or gani zati on rai sed
approximately $2 mllion per year to help pay for the
costs.

6: 46: 30 PM

KJERSTI VON W CHVAN, RI LKE  SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), urged support for funding to assist wth
| ease obligations for the school. She detailed that the
school had entered a 20-year lease with a |ocal contractor
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based on funding granted by the legislature the previous
session. Rilke Schule was a charter school and funds were
used towards the cost of the facilities. She inplored the
cormmittee to not pull the rug from underneath the school
She asked for a restoration of funds in the capital budget.

6:47:24 PM

CORRI E DAVI S, HOPE COVMUNI TY RESOURCES, KODI AK  (via
tel econference), urged the commttee to support a m ninmm
of $361,000 for Hope Community Resources. The funds woul d
pay for upgrades to state-licensed residences for disabled
Al askans that the state had ordered Hope to nmke in
addition to other |life and safety inprovenents. She rel ayed
that the capital funding would reduce the state's operating
budget. She stressed that the organization needed state
funds to conmply wth state and federal I'i censing
requi renents. She elaborated that wthout capital budget
funding Hope would serve fewer Alaskans with disabilities;
sone of the individuals would then require nuch nore costly
institutional care. She underscored that the cost increase
woul d be inmredi ate if the residences closed.

6:48: 38 PM

BART MEYER, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, BARANOF | SLAND HOUSI NG
AUTHORI TY, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke in favor of
the Supplenmental Housing G ant Program and Watherization
Program adm ni stered by AHFC. He was concerned that at the
proposed funding level it was likely that the program woul d
be restructured and any services comng to Sitka would be
on a rotational basis from year to year (it had been the
system in the past). He enphasized that the nmerits of the
Weat herization program was real; it served primarily | ower
i ncone individuals. He supported the $20 mllion funding
| evel. He comunicated that the Supplenmental Housing G ant
Program was used in Sitka primarily for new devel opnent
The housing authority used the program as a match to its
federal funding sources; it was used on every devel opnent
project. He enphasized that the program was critical and
requested funding at the $5 mllion |evel.

6:51:41 PM

REGA E JOULE, MAYOR, NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH, KOTZEBUE
(via teleconference), relayed that a few years back forner
Governor  Sean Parnel | had included a $2.5 million
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appropriation in the capital budget for the planning of an
evacuation route out of Kivalina for the purpose of
providing safety to the comunity; the anobunt was part of a
| arger request for $5.7 mllion. He expounded that Governor
Wal ker had included $2.5 million in the original capita
budget to round out the request to conplete the planning
process of the road. He stressed that the people of the
Nort hwest Arctic region were working hard to |ocate other
funding sources. He relayed that the comrunity of Kivalina
was working to finalize its application for |IRT assistance.
He wurged the reinstatement of $2.7 nillion for the
evacuati on road planni ng.

6:54:47 PM

ELI ZABETH CRAVALHO, NANA REG ONAL CORPCORATION, KOTZEBUE
(via teleconference), thanked the commttee for its efforts
to fund the Kivalina school and urged support for the
evacuation road to the new school site. She detailed that
the new school would alleviate significant overcrowding.
Additionally, the new school would provide a safe haven
from dangerous wi nter storns that continued to threaten the
community annually. She relayed that regional partners had
worked with the comunity and other agencies to evacuate
the community three tinmes in the past five years

evacuation was only possible by boat or airplane. The new
school would provide a nore accessible site. She encouraged
the committee to include the governor's proposed $2.5
mllion for the evacuation road and the school.

6: 56: 46 PM

JOEL ALOWMA, MANI | LAQ ASSCOCI ATI ON, KOTZEBUE (via
tel econference), urged support of funding for construction
of the new Kivalina school. He stated that w thout the
funding to replace the current 40-year old dil apidated
building the legislature would be condemming the children
in Kivalina from receiving a quality education in a safe
and healthy environnment. He rem nded the |egislature that
public school funding was a constitutional requirenent.

6:57:45 PM

SAMANTHA M TZ- GENTZ, DI RECT SERVI CE ADVOCATE, STANDI NG
TOGETHER AGAI NST RAPE, ANCHORACE (via teleconference),
spoke against the elimnation of funding for the Al aska
Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault Intervention Program
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She stated that the funds were necessary for the ongoing
support on donestic violence and sexual assault survivors
in Alaska. As an advocate at STAR she had seen the tragic
repercussions that interpersonal violence has on a person's
life. She relayed that the financial support provided by
the state worked to alleviate the burden. She stressed that
the program was necessary to ensure the safety and progress
for survivors in the state. She provided exanples of
donmestic violence and sexual assaul t t hat i npact ed
i ndi viduals. She disputed the claim that there were other
funding sources that would make up for the loss of state
f unds. She provided information about her per sonal
experience searching for funds in the past. She shared that
the Violent Crinmes Conpensation Board was not applicable to
the mpjority of STAR clients; the program required,
according to law enforcenent, i kelihood or act ual
prosecution and guilty verdict. She urged the conmttee to
rei nstate the funding.

7: 00: 42 PM

ETTA KUZAKI N, PRESI DENT, TRIBAL COUNCIL OF KING COVE, KING
COVE (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
Weat heri zation Program adm nistered by the Al aska Housing
Finance Corporation. She stated that the program was
amazi ng. She detailed that 61 homes had been weatherized in
King Cove since the programis inception. Many of the hones
had received new energy efficient heating systens, doors

Wi ndows, i mproved ventilation, and air sealing. She
hi ghli ghted inproved health and safety resulting from the
upgrades. Additionally, she spoke to the inportance of the
Suppl enent al Housi ng Devel opment Grant Program  which
provided a 20 percent match to federal HUD funds. She
communi cated that the program had strong support from AHFC,
the Wal ker Administration, and nany |egislators. She urged
the legislature to support the nodest |evel of funding for
t he prograns.

7: 02: 58 PM

RI CK  BERNS, MAYOR, OLD HARBOR (via teleconference),
testified in support of funds for the Ad Harbor Airport
safety and expansion project. He elaborated that the
project would extend the current airfield from 2,700 feet
to 4,700 feet and would provide side slopes for safety
purposes. The comunity used a private-public partnership
to advance the project; it had secured federal and private
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contributions totaling above $9 mllion. The |[argest
portion of the federal match had been the construction
support from the Innovative Readi ness Training program the
program provided training opportunities for service nenbers
and units to prepare them for wartinme mssions while
supporting the needs of underserved communities. Al but
40, 000 cubic yards of material had been noved to the site.
He relayed that the project had not received state funding
the prior year; $4 nmillion would conplete the drilling and
blasting for the project and a mninum appropriation of
$2.5 million in FY 16 would provide sufficient funding for
construction oversight, noni t ori ng, and drilling and
bl asti ng.

7:05:53 PM

DAN W NTERS, DI RECTOR, PUBLIC UTILITIES, CTY OF UNALASKA
(via t el econf erence), testified in support of a
reappropriation of $1.5 million Unal aska geothermal project
to the Unalaska fuel <conservation project. The fue

conservation project consisted of pyramd water plant
inline mcroturbines and the installation of the fourth
El ectraTherm waste heat recovery unit. The total cost of
the projects was $1.7 nmillion. The community had no probl em
funding the remainder of the project. The project would
save the community 57,000 gall ons of fuel per year.

7:07:15 PM

KI MBERLY CARLO, CHI EF OPERATI ONS OFFI CER, | NTERI OR REG ONAL
HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in
support of the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation
Weat heri zation Program She shared that Interior Regiona
Housing Authority served 31 tribes. She relayed that gas
was $10 per gallon in the comunity. She detailed that
clients received energy efficient heating systenms; clients
need for fuel deliveries decreased and wood for heating
| asted | onger. She discussed that the organization was able
to train residents in comunities under the Watherization

Program She comrunicated that there were still homes in
the Interior and statew de that were in need of
weat heri zati on upgr ades. For exanpl e, weat heri zati on

upgrades had been nade in Arctic Village where gas cost $10
per gallon. She requested the reinstatenent of funding at
the $20 mllion level. Additionally, she spoke in support
of the AHFC Suppl enent al Housi ng Devel opment Grant Program
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7:09:26 PM

PAUL G LL, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in
support for funding of the engineering building at the
University of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF). He stated that $31
mllion was the cost of the entire building; $10 nmillion
was needed to fund the comng year. He believed that if
construction was frozen it would cost nore to restart
construction in the future. He noted that the current
building was |acking space. He relayed that the Al aska
Cent er for Unmanned Aircraft Syst ens | nt egration
organi zati on was | ocated across town from UAF due to a | ack
of space. He continued that new technol ogy kept comng in,
but the university continued to use the old technol ogy as
well. He encouraged funding for the new engineering
bui | di ng at UAF.

7:11:23 PM

JACK HEBERT, CEO, COLD CLIMATE HOUSI NG RESEARCH CENTER,
FAI RBANKS (via tel econference), spoke in support of funding
for the Cold Cimate Housing Research Center. The center
devel oped prograns, techniques, and technol ogies working
wi th housing authorities and AHFC to reduce energy costs by
as much as 80 percent and to reduce the cost of buildings
by as much as 50 percent. The center was facing a very
difficult situation financially; it was looking at a 66
percent decrease in funds from the state. He nentioned
federal and private fund sources. The center had been
recogni zed by the Federal Energency Managenent Agency as a
| eader in the effort in cold clinmate housing. The reduction
from $1.5 mllion to $500,000 would be devastating to the
or gani zati on.

7:13:36 PM

SCOrT BELL, VI CE CHANCELLOR, FACI LI TI ES SERVI CES
UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA FAI RBANKS, FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), testified in support of funds for the UAF
engineering building. The project had been allocated
approximately $70 mllion thus far, which would be spent by
August 2015. He relayed that the building would I ook
beautiful from the outside, but would have no usable space
on the inside. He supported a request for $10 million that
woul d enable classroons to be finished and other. The
nunber of enrollees in the engineering program had doubl ed
in the past 10 years; the programwas really serving a need
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in the state. He spoke to building infrastructure in Al aska
that served the entire state. He reiterated his request for
$10 mllion. He spoke in support of funding for the Cold
Cli mat e Housi ng Research Center.

7:15: 38 PM

BRUNO  GRUNAU, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in restored funding to $1 nmillion for the Cold
Climte Housing Research Center. He recalled that about 10
years earlier the housing authority on the North Slope
built a duplex in Anaktuvuk Pass that had cost $750,000. He
opined that rural Alaska was sunk if the cost of housing
was that high. He shared that in 2009 the research center
had met a goal to build a 1,000 square foot hone for about
$200, 000; the hone used about one-sixth the energy of an
average hone in the area. He stressed that Al aska needed
the organi zation. He relayed that since 2009 the
organi zation had played a powerful role in providing
critical energy saving guidance to homeowners, builders,
housing authorities, AHFC, and |legislators. Additionally,
the center had worked with enmergency services to provide
relief to disaster comunities. He shared that due to the
work by the organization home owners could nake inforned
choi ces about cost-effective upgrades. He asked the
committee to restore funding to the governor's proposed
| evel .

7:18:19 PM

W LLI AM DUSHKI N SR., ALEUTI AN HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY, SAND PO NT
(via teleconference), testified in support of the Al aska
Housing Finance Corporation Watherization Program He
spoke to the benefits the program had provided to the
community. He shared that 51 honmes had been taken care of
in the community; he was currently on the list for future
i nprovenents. He enphasized that the work represented noney
wel | spent and cut down on fuel costs by 40 percent. He
relayed that the reduction in heating costs had benefit
peopl e statewide. He stated that the AHFC program had a 20
percent federal natch.

7:21:17 PM

DR ANN MARIE O BRI EN, SUPERI NTENDENT, NORTHWEST ARCTIC
BOROUGH SCHOOL DI STRICT, KOTZEBUE (via teleconference),
testified in support of the school access and village
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evacuation road from the conmunity of Kivalina. She noted
that Kivalina was the last on the list of schools in the
Kasayulie settlenment. She thanked the legislature for its
efforts towards the construction of the new school. She
relayed that the Kivalina school site was approximately 8
mles from the community, which was far away from erosion
probl ens. She provided information about the elected site.
She asked the conmittee to consider that the school was
operating at 220 percent capacity; there were 132 children
attending school in Kivalina. She thanked the commttee for
its consideration.

7:23:32 PM

DOUG BRI DGES, ALASKA MOBILITY COALITION, JUNEAU (via
tel econference), testified in support of statew de public
and community transportation funding. He relayed that the
Senate Finance Conmittee had decreased the increment from
$1 mllion down to $750,000. The increment was extrenely
i nportant and covered communities throughout the state. He
detailed that the Alaska Mbility Coalition had over 150
menbers; he reasoned that the nobney was not a handout, but
a hand up. He shared that the noney had a federal match of
20 percent to 50 percent and higher. He communicated that
the Juneau transit system received over $130,000 from the
increnent; it also was used as a dialysis transportation
system He discussed that transit represented support for
economes. He spoke to the role of transit in supporting
hospitals and nedical services. The noney was adm nistered
through the Departnent of Transportation and Public
Facilities. He encouraged the commttee to support the
f undi ng.

7:26: 08 PM

CHRI STOPHER CONSTANT, FAI RVI EW COVMUNI TY COUNCI L, ANCHORAGE
(via teleconference), testified against a reappropriation
of funds from the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation
parking lot near the Ganble Street Gateway Elenent in
Anchorage. He explained that the project was very inportant
to the community and to the roadway through Anchorage. He
spoke to time consum ng chall enges; one of the issues was
that the gateway elenment incurred into the right-of-way
onto the federal highway; therefore, the Departnent of
Transportation and Public Facilities had been concerned
that safety factors would block the project. He explained
that the council had worked wth DOr and had received
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perm ssion from the Federal H ghway Authority for the
project to nove forward. He stressed that the project had
begun nmoving into construction when he had been notified
that the funds were targeted for reappropriation by the
muni ci pality. He elaborated that the nmunicipality had
communi cated to the Departnent of Commerce, Community and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent that it would like to see the funds
continue on the project. He relayed that the project could
be constructed within the upcomng four to six nonths. He
asked for a one-year extension; there was $77,000 renaining
in the project.

Representative Mnoz asked M. Constant to provide the
proj ect nane.

M. Constant responded that the project was called the
Ganbl e Street Gateway Elenent. He stressed that the project
was very inportant to the road system it would put a cap
on maj or upgrades that had happened in the past five years.
He reiterated that the project was close to conpletion.

7:28: 56 PM

NANCY ANDERSON, MUNI CI PALITY OF ANCHORAGE, DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVI CES, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for the Al aska Donestic
Vi ol ence and Sexual Assault Intervention Program She asked
the conmittee to consider an increnment for $850,000 to
continue to fund the program that partnered with agencies
including STAR, AWAIC, Victins for Justice, the Al aska
Police Departnment, and the nunicipal prosecutor's office.
She discussed that the program gave a nessage to offenders
that the state took sexual assault and donestic violence
seriously. She relayed that one out of two wonen in Al aska
reported being sexually assaulted or a victim of an
intimate donestic violence interaction. She provided
further statistics. The f unds support ed provi di ng
assistance to wonen and children and getting them into a
safe and secure place. The program provided an opportunity
for rental assistance. She shared that the program served
38 communities in the state. The program was uni que and had
exi sted since 2002; admnistrators had been |[|ooking at
expandi ng and had applied for additional federal funds. She
enphasi zed that partners matched state funds by 54 percent.
She urged the conmttee to continue funding the program

7:31: 42 PM
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MARI LYN HOUSER, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), spoke
agai nst cuts to education funding. She was sickened by the
decisions of the current legislature to nake deep cuts to
education, but to find an additional $20 million for an
unpopul ar and unneeded road for access to Anchorage's
northern district. She enphasized that nine or ten
Anchorage community councils opposed construction of the
road. She was not surprised that many people had lost faith
in the denocratic process when so nany voices were ignored.
She urged the committee to reappropriate the $20 nmillion in
general fund noney from the road project to education
funding for Anchorage. She stressed that children were the
state's future and nost inportant resource.

7:32: 56 PM

RAY QAKLEY, PARENT, INDI AN (via teleconference), referred
to testinmony by a 12 year-old boy who provided testinony in
support of the R lke Schule charter school in Gernman and
English. He testified in support of funds for education. He
shared that Ril ke Schule was growing; it currently had 450
students and was on track for 500 students. He stressed
that the bane of charter schools was facilities; charter
schools had the sanme student funding as other public
school s, but they additionally paid for rent. He el aborated
that the school had outgrown its current building and had
undertaken the construction of a nobdest new building. He
expl ai ned that the depended on the funds prom sed by the
| egislature the prior year; construction was currently
under way.

7: 35: 08 PM

KJERSTI N LASTUFKA, PARENT, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke in support of education funding. She asked the
conmmittee to keep funds from HB 278 intact. She stressed
that for the Rilke Schule charter school the cuts would
mean that 480 students plus teachers and staff could be
wi t hout a school. She detailed that the school had out grown
its current leased facility tw years earlier. She shared
that in the current year 57 fourth graders and three
teachers were housed in a separate facility due to a |ack
of space. She explained that in Decenber the school had
entered into a legal agreenent to construct a facility
|arge enough to house the entire student body. She
enphasi zed that the project had begun; the land had been
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cleared and work had started. She stressed that the
prefabricated building was due to arrive in May in order to
open in the fall. She stated that the school needed a
m ni mum of $250,000 to keep the project alive. She inplored
the conmttee to | eave education funding intact.

7:37: 00 PM

DEAN  BALL, PRI NCI PAL, RI LKE  SCHULE, ANCHORACGE (vi a
tel econference), spoke in support of education funding. He
spoke to the accolades received by the school from a
mul titude of sources. He was concerned that the program may
be in jeopardy. He comunicated that the school had entered
into a lease to build a facility that would accommobdate all
of its students. He relayed that the school's current |ease
was up and the Anchorage School District did not have
facilities available for the school. He highlighted that
construction was currently underway; $250,000 was needed to
conti nue.

7:38:25 PM

CARRIE LONGORIA, VICTIMS FOR JUSTICE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for
Victine for Justice. She detailed that the nonprofit
organi zation had supported surviving famly nenbers of
hom cide for over 30 years. The organization also served
and advocated for victins of other crimes such as assault,
robbery, arson, kidnapping, bullying, and drunk driving.
She asked for rei nst at enent of  $850,000 under the
Department of Public Safety for the Alaska Donestic
Violence and Sexual Assault Intervention Program The
program had proved effective in coordinative partnerships
that enphasize public safety. She elaborated that the
program provided enmergency funds to assist famlies and
i ndi vidual s throughout the state; the noney was used for
ur gent necessities such as housi ng, security,
transportation, and relocation. The program partners
included Victinms for Justice, the Anchorage Departnent of
Health and Human Services, the Departnent of Law, the
Anchorage Police Departnent, Standing Together Agai nst
Rape, and Abused Wnen's Aid in Cisis. She stressed that
Victims for Justice had assisted 167 victins of crine from
Septenber 1, 2014 through March 30, 2015. A reinstatenent
of the funds would enable the inportant services to
conti nue.

House Fi nance Committee 21 04/ 14/ 15 6: 03 P. M



7:40:22 PM

CHRI STOPHER DYKE, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke in support of Rilke Schule charter school. He
associated hinmself wth testinony provided by his Rilke
col | eagues throughout the neeting. He spoke to the
transformational potential of charter school prograns he
had seen in the past year. He had experienced parents
dedicating countless hours towards making the schoo

community better. He spoke to the new facility wunder
construction and relayed that the efforts had not been
wi t hout oversight by key nenbers such as the Anchorage
School Board and other. He stated that the school's budget
depended on funds provided under HB 278 from the previous
session; the loss of the funds made the school vul nerable.
He requested a reinstatenent of two annual increnents of
$250,000 for the current and subsequent year. He stressed
t hat $250, 000 was critical to open the school in the fall.

7:42: 33 PM

PETER BRANDORFF, RI LKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via
t el econference), spoke in support of funds for the charter
school's building project t hat was currently under
construction. He remarked that he was fiscally conservative
and owned a small business. He was aware of the budget
issue in Alaska, but disagreed with the proposed renedy to
cut school funding. He was concerned that R lke Schule
would fail based on a lack of funding from the state. He
bel i eved including education in the cuts was an oversight
and deserved further consideration. He could not believe
that balancing the state's budget at the expense of
students was the right thing to do. He hoped that through
education in the future the current students could prevent
situations |ike the one at hand.

7:43:58 PM

EM LY DAVIES, DATA ANALYST, ALASKA DQOVESTI C VI OLENCE AND
SEXUAL  ASSAULT | NTERVENTI ON  PROGRAM ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in support of funding for the Al aska
Donestic Violence and Sexual Assault Intervention Program
She conmmented that everyone was aware that Al aska's rates
of donestic violence, sexual assault, and child abuse were
epidem c. She stressed that the program was the only one in
Al aska that provided offender accountability and increased
victinms' safety. She spoke to the programs success;
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recidivism had declined over 50 percent since 2006 and
arrests for violations of bail conditions had increased
over 481 percent. Additionally, conpliance wth Dbai
conditions had increased over 100 percent. She detailed
that currently the program only addressed m sdeneanor
donmestic violence offences throughout the state (primarily
in Anchorage); however, the reduced recidivism and
i ncarceration had saved the state over $2 mllion per year.
She relayed that the program had applied for federal
funding to increase its scope and inpact by including
felony cases, which would further increase cost savings to
the state. She supported parents from the Rilke Schule as
wel |l ; she believed children were the state's nobst inportant
resource. She spoke in support of education and a reduction
i n violence.

7:46: 25 PM

VANESSA W SE, RILKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke in support of funding for the charter school. She
agreed that the state needed to balance its budget, but
al so believed it was inportant to honor commtnents made in
HB 278. She stressed that losing funding for the school
bui | di ng woul d be devastating. She opined that investing in
the state's children should be a priority. She urged the
committee to maintain funding.

7:47:35 PM

JACK  WALKER, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
requested funding to conplete the UAF engineering,
| earning, and innovation facility. He shared that details
on the project were located in the academc facilities
section of the University of Al aska capital budget request
under the title engineering building conpletion. He rel ayed
that the facility was two-thirds conplete. He urged the
committee to approve funding to conplete the project.

7:48: 39 PM

BRYAN CLEMENZ, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of funds for the UAF engineering
facility. He stressed that Alaska needed engineers;
students who graduate in Alaska tend to stay in Al aska. He
detailed that in order to attract talented engineers, the
state needed the appropriate progranms, infrastructure, and
facilities. He communicated that the facility was close to
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conpletion. He requested funds for the conpletion of the
proj ect .

7:49:41 PM

JAMES KURTH, PARENT, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for R lke Schule. He
expl ai ned that the enersion school was half in German and
half in English. He reported that the school's test scores
were great and that the school did less with nore. He
relayed that the school had beconme so popular it had a
|ottery process for enrollnment. He stressed the creative
nature of the school. He requested funds totaling $250, 000
for building construction. He reasoned that there would be
a big problemin Anchorage if the 450 students lost their
school and had to be incorporated into the Anchorage School
District. He underscored that the lack of funding could
cripple the school and inpacted its current construction
project. The funding was needed for the school to continue
to thrive. He inplored the conmttee to provide the funding
for Rl ke Schul e.

7:52: 00 PM

JONI SCHARFENBERG, FAIRBANKS SO L AND WATER CONSERVATI ON
DI STRICT, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in support
of funds to work towards the eradication of the aquatic
i nvasi ve species elodea in Interior Alaska. She highlighted
the state mandate to eradicate the invasive species. The
Fai rbanks Soil and Water Conservation District had received
$400, 000 towards eradication. Currently, the Departnent of
Natural Resources was working to eradicate elodea in
Anchorage |akes. She explained that Interior Al aska had
first discovered the invasive plant in 2010 and had been
conpiling pieceneal funding towards control (with little
success at eradication). The elodea infestation in the
Chena Sl ough, Chena Lakes, and Chena River posed a grave
threat to the state fisheries econony and recreational
activities. The invasive traveled by float plane, boat, and
trailers to other bodies of water. She stressed that the
nore tinme that went by, the harder it would be to control
She stated that there was federal and private funding
available if there was state match. She asked the conmttee
to consider the consequences of no funding for elodea
eradi cation. Additionally, she asked for funding for Al aska
Soil and Water Conservation Districts.
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7:54: 00 PM

JAMES W LEMAN, PARENT, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of the restoration of education
funding for the charter school Rilke Schule. He stressed
t hat education, social services, and infrastructure were
all extrenely inportant. He urged the conmittee to restore
t he $250, 000 that had been renmoved from the budget. He drew
the commttee's attention to the nunber of people in
support of the school and the wide footprint the school
had. He thanked the ~commttee for its service. He
underscored that the school and conmunity had worked very
hard to be good stewards. He stressed that the school,
parents, and others were counting on the legislature to
provi de the funding. He urged the conmrittee' s support.

7:55:44 PM

MOLLY RETTIG SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke
in support of the Cold Cinmate Housing Research Center. She
detailed that the funding had been reduced from $1 mllion
in the governor's proposed budget to $500,000. She shared
that the house she lived in used a wall system designed by
the center. She relayed that it would not be possible to
use the innovative designs without the center. She believed
energy efficiency was one of the best investnments the state

could nmake. She reasoned that spending $1 mllion per year
on research was a good deal when the research helped to
save tens of mllions of dollars annually. She stated that

she and ot her Al askans were saving thousands of dollars per
year on energy bills. She detailed that prototype houses
across the state were reducing energy costs by up to 80
percent. She discussed further attributes of the center.
She enphasized that cutting funding so dramatically would
hurt Al aska honeowners.

7:57:23 PM

DANI EL BLAI R, MAYOR, VWH TTIER (via t el econference),
testified in support of funding for the design and
engi neering stage of six launch ranps and a 150-foot boat
harbor |ocated at the head of Passage Canal. The project
was funded 90 percent by federal dollars; a $300,000 state
contribution would be matched by $3 nmillion in federal
funds. He detailed that the construction of the breakwater
and turning basin was also funded at the 90 percent federal
| evel. He discussed that construction of the |aunch ranps
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woul d inprove recreational access to Prince WIIliam Sound
for the Southcentral boaters, would reduce congestion at
the ferry termnal, increase tunnel traffic, and provide
much needed capital inprovenent to Wittier's |imted
infrastructure base.

7:58:32 PM

ALYSE GALVI N, GREAT ALASKA SCHOOLS, JUNEAU, spoke in
support of funding for education. She shared that there
were schools statewide that were doing wonderful
innovative things. She believed it would behoove the
commttee to provide funding to education. She pointed to
hands on learning and all kinds of ways to bring good
choices to parents. She wunderstood that Alaska was in
difficult fiscal times. She urged the commttee to put
education first because wthout it when the state was
really struggling it would not have the mind set and the
brain power to innovatively solve the problem She
enphasi zed that there were great things happening in public
education that were very inportant.

8:00: 44 PM

DEENA M TCHELL, GREAT ALASKA SCHOCLS, JUNEAU, spoke in
support of education funding. She stressed that there were
many great schools statewide that were doing wonderfu

wor k. She enphasi zed that it nade no econom c sense to take
noney from education. She encouraged the committee to take
$32 mllion to put it back in the education system She
stressed that every dollar spent was an investnent.
Additionally, she spoke in support of early learning
progranms. She underscored that children only went through
school once; there was no do over. She thanked the
conmittee for its tine.

8:02: 28 PM

CAROLYN RANBEY, CITIZENS FOR RESPONSI BLE DEVELOPMENT,
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified against the
northern access to Bragaw Street did not represent
responsi bl e devel opnment. The organization asked for the
funding to be repealed and returned to the general fund to
assist the state in its current financial crisis. The
previous year former Governor Parnell had proposed an
unal | ocated cut to the university system of $14.9 mllion

She detailed that the cut was from the university's bottom
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line and was made to give $14.9 mllion of right-of-way
land to the northern access road. She stated that as of
February the road had decreased to a two-lane road with $20
mllion fromthe legislature and the $14.9 mllion fromthe
university. She continued to speak against the costly
project. She spoke to increased traffic that would result
in the area due to the project. She stressed that the state
had rmuch better uses for $35 nmillion than to build a road
that was | ess than one mle | ong.

8:05:20 PM

BRYAN ANDERSON, Rl LKE SCHULE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in support of funding for R lke
Schule. He stated that the quality school options in
Anchorage were a mmjor benefit to living in Alaska. He

relayed that charter schools like Rilke continued to be
responsi bl e st ewar ds of f unds t hey recei ved. He
communicated that R lke needed financial stability to
enable long-term financial pl anni ng  of its capital

projects. The charter school needed $250,000 for the
construction of its new facility.

8: 05: 59 PM

CHANTAL WALSH, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funding for the wuniversity engineering
building in Fairbanks. She spoke in support of the
Uni versity engineering prograns in Fairbanks and Anchorage.
She stated that in the |ast decade the prograns had nore
t han doubl ed the nunber of graduating engineering students.
The state had allocated capital funds to build on the
Anchorage and Fairbanks canpuses. She requested funds to
conplete the engineering building on the UAF canpus. She
stressed that the $10 mllion request was critical to
nouri sh the continued growmh and innovation the engineering
program offered to Al aska's future.

8:07: 30 PM

CHRIS TURETES, FACILITIES D RECTOR, UN VERSITY OF ALASKA
ANCHORAGE, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), asked for the
restoration of a mninmum of $8 million in the governor's
proposed budget for deferred maintenance and renewal for
the university. He detailed that the funding helped the
university to maintain and renew existing facilities. He
asked the comrittee fund the increnent of $8 million to $10
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mllion for the UAF engineering building;, the building was
currently under constructi on. He spoke to deferred
mai nt enance funding that allowed the university to plan and
acconplish work in a deliberate manner. He spoke to various
i nprovenents. Wthout the funding the university was unabl e
to conduct the deep infrastructure renewal and repair work
(e.g. roof replacenents, boilers, and other). He stated
that an absence of the funds would bring the university
back 10 to 12 years when many building systenms had not
functioned properly. He relayed that there was still a
| arge backl og of maintenance needs. He asked for continued
support.

Co- Chair Thonpson CLOSED public testinony.

HB 26 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

Co- Chair Thonpson di scussed the schedule for the follow ng
day.

#
ADJ OURNVENT

8:11: 05 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 8:11 p. m
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