1: 02: 37 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair

HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 5, 2015
1:02 p.m

Neurman called the House Finance Commttee neeting

to order at 1:02 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Bri an Hol st,
Juneau;
Cl aman.

Director,
Representative Andy Josephson;

Mar k Neunman, Co-Chair
St eve Thonpson, Co-Chair
Dan Saddl er, Vice-Chair

Bryce Edgnon

Les Gara

Lynn Gattis
David Guttenberg
Scott Kawasaki
Cat hy Munoz
Lance Pruitt
Tamm e W1 son

Juneau Econom c Devel opnent Council,
Representative Matt

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Stacey Lucason, Student Body President, University of
Al aska Anchorage (UAA), Anchorage; Christi Meyn, Self,
Anchorage; A Lena Sorenson, Self, Anchorage; Kyle Pace,
Sel f, Anchorage; Esther Hooper, Parent/Teacher, Anchorage;
Joseph J. Hooper, Parent of 2 in school, Anchorage; Panela
Kel | ey, Education Director, Alzheinmer's Resource of Al aska,
Anchorage; Charles MKee, Self, Anchorage; Sam Snyder,
Susitna River Coalition, Anchorage; Liz Snyder, Board
Menber, AK Food Policy Council, Anchorage; Sergio F. Acuna,
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Sel f, Anchorage; Jane Shel by, Director, Alaska WWM
Medi cal Program UAA, Anchorage; Mnica Wight, AK W\AM
St udent , Anchor age; Vi cki Ote, CEOQ, MINT Vil l age
Corporation, Anchorage; Lloyd Morris, Self, Anchorage;
Clare Dote, The W rking Forest G oup, Anchorage; Abbe
Dunni n- Newbury, Secretary, Board of Directors, Bean's Café,
Inc, Anchorage; Scott Slender, Program Mnager, Bean's
Caf é, Anchor age; Randi Bi ni on- A son, Program Manager,
Children's Lunchbox, Bean's Café, Inc., Anchorage; Arlene
Briscoe, AK Nurses Association, Anchorage; Star Lee,
Manager, Parents as Teachers, Anchorage; Karla Jutzi,
Director of Communications, Food Bank of Alaska (FBA),
Anchorage; Ni kole Nelson, Executive Director, Al aska Legal
Services Corporation (ALSC), Anchorage; Ric Nelson, Chair,
Governor's Council on Disabilities/ Special Education,
Anchorage; Mary Jo Torgeson, Director, Anchorage Public
Li brary, Anchorage; Rob Dolan, Self, Anchorage; Cathy
Br enner, Di rector, Serendi pity Adul t Day Pr ogr am
Anchor age; Lauren Kelsey, Anchorage; Chris |ngnmanson,
President, Board of D rectors, Chugiak Senior GCtizens,

Inc., Eagle River; Becca Bernard, Self, Anchorage; Alyse
Galvin, Self, Anchorage; Jim Powell, Self, Anchorage; Paul
H. Shadura 11, Self, Kenai; Joshua Franks, Southcentral

Foundati on, Anchorage; Cindy Knall, Self, Anchorage; Al ex
Scivka, Self, Anchorage; Lisa Aquino, Executive D rector,
Catholic Social Services (CSS), Anchorage; D rk Shumaker,
Executive Director, Kids Corps 1Inc., Anchorage; Wyne
Boedecker, Sel f, Anchor age; Abbe  Hensl ey, Executive
Director, Best Beginnings, Anchorage; Laura Bonner, Self,
Anchor age; Deborah WIIlianms, Executive Director, Anchorage
Youth Devel opnment Coalition, Anchorage; Robert Mller,
Student Menber, Anchorage Youth Court, Anchorage; Pat
Fal on, Self, Anchorage; Hope Finkelstein, Self, Anchorage;
St ephani e  Bergl und, Chi ef Executive Oficer, Thr ead,
Anchor age; | mmanuel Lew s, Sel f, Anchor age; M chael
Gal | agher, Anchorage Youth Court, Anchorage; Annelise
Bur gess, Anchorage Youth Court, Anchorage; Brandon MQuire,
UA Local 367 Plunbers and Pipe fitters, Anchorage; Leon
Knudson, Self, Palner; Peter Mchalski, Self, Anchorage;
Kar i Jahnsen, Sel f, Anchor age; Carolyn Heyman-Layne,
Attorney and Parent, Anchorage; Joanie Ceary, Self,
Anchorage; Chris Turletes, Facilities Director, University
of Al aska Anchorage, Anchorage; Ryan Buchholdt, University
of Al aska, Anchorage; Karel Hauser, Self, Anchorage; Bill
Hauser, Self, Anchorage; Charles Mrgan, Raven Radi o,
Sitka; Geg Mandel, Kettleson Menorial Library, Sitka; Lisa
Sadleir-Hart, Sitka Local Foods Network, Sitka; Thonas
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Conl ey, Sitka School Board, Sitka; Tim Fulton, Sitka School
Board, Sitka; Megan Litster, Petersburg School District,
Pet er sbur g; G nger Evens, Pet ersburg School District,
Pet ersburg; Joni Johnson, Pet ersburg School District,
Pet ersburg; David Kensinger, Self, Petersburg; Erica Kl udt-
Pai nter, Petersburg School D strict, Petersburg; Charles
Wod, Self, Petersburg; Marina Whitacre, Self, Petersburg;
Sarah Holngrain, Self, Petersburg School District; Bob
Martin, Sel f, Pet er sbur g; David Berg, Viking Travel,
Pet er sbur g; El i zabet h Hart, Sel f, Pet er sbur g; Ronn
Buschmann, Self, Petersburg; Josef Ploetzner, Sitka School
Board, Sitka; Gerry Hope, MIAB, Sitka; Lindsay Evans, Self,
Sitka; Kari Sagel, Teacher, Sitka School District, Sitka;
Courtney Howard, Self, Sitka; Ben Wite, Sitka School
District, Sitka; Kerry MAdans, Self, Sitka; M ke Svenson,
Self, Sitka; Sherman Stebbins, Cty of Delta, Delta; John
Conwel I, Unalaska Cty School District, Unalaska; Karen
Kresh, City of Unalaska, Unalaska; Matt Lightner, KUCB,
Unal aska; Robi Harris, KUCB, Unalaska; Jennifer Shockley,
KUCB, Unal aska; Gary Millen, Self, dennallen; Joseph
MIller, Back to Wod Loggi ng, d ennallen; Kathy Mrgan, Tok
Library and Community, Tok; Jeff Gavazza, The Conputer
Cabin, Tok; Deb Sparks, Alaska Gateway School District,
Tok; Todd Poage, Al aska Gateway School District, Tok; Scott
MacManus, Al aska Gateway School District, Tok; John Harvey,
Al aska Power and Tel ephone, Tok; Any Crozier, Self, Tok;
Ant hony Lee, Top G ade Builders, Tok; Jeff Hermanns, Self,
Tok; Wade Parrish, Self, Sitka; Tom Sunderland, GCcean
Beauty Seafoods, Seattle; Callie Connerton, University of
Al aska, Juneau; Jillian Lush, Sprout Famly Services,
Honmer; Ann Dixon, Honmer Library, Honer; Tina Holland,
Former Educator, Fairbanks; Posie Boggs, Self, Anchorage;
Mel anie Lesh, Self, Gustavus; Rachel Par ks, Qustavus
Visitor's Association, Qustavus; Todd Pettit, Soil and
Water Conservation Districts, Mt-Su; Panela Samash, Self,
Nenana; Victoria Mrtin, Self, Anchorage; Sarah Rednon,
Sel f, Anchorage; Margie Wil ker, University Representative,
Grayling; Rachel Bedsworth, Self, Anchorage; Leslie Walls.
University of Al aska, Fairbanks; Lee Martin, self, Honer;
Amanda Meti ever, Facing Foster Care, Anchorage; Paul
Schewfelt, KZPA Radio and the Cty Mnager, Fort Yukon;
Bobbi e James, Self, Fort Yukon; GCndy Hte, Self, WIIow
Litzi Botello, Self, Port Protection; Lee Tenhoff, Self,
Honer ; Peter  Andrews, Mayor , Mountain Vill age; Jeff
Kowchee, City Mnager, Muntain Village; Jennifer Anderson,
Board Menber, Delta Imagination Library, Delta Junction;
Peter Hoepfner, Board Menber and Parent, Cordova School
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District, Cordova; Patty d nstead, Mnager, Norton Sound
Health Corporation Infant Learning Program Nome; David
Bri ght on, Pr esi dent, Kenai Education Association and
parent, Kenai; Wendy Burke, Self, Juneau; Hugh Brown, Self,
Anchorage; Rachel Harrison, Self, WIllow, John Dart,
Farnmer, Manly Hot Springs; Hall Shepard, President, Center
for Wat er Advocacy, Honer ; Jenni fer Whol ey, Sel f,
Anchor age; Johanna Herron, Self, Palner; Regina Manteusel
Sel f, Anchorage; Lisa Hollen, Self, Palner; Theda Pittnman
Self, Anchorage; Kelly Drew, Professor, University of
Al aska, Fairbanks; Katheryn Crow ey, Parent and Honmer Early
Chi | dhood Coalition, Honer; Shirley Ceaver, Self, Glena;
Anni e Silverman, University of Al aska Fairbanks, Fairbanks;
Gary Brown, Vice President, Anchorage Snow Mbile C ub,
Pal mer; Paula Hatfield-Bauer, Self, Seward; Della Cheney,
Self, Juneau; Paul Huppert, Self, Palner; Katrina Howe,
St udent , University  of Al aska  Fair banks, Fai r banks;
Veronica Slajer, Al aska Native Arts Foundation, Anchorage
Andy Hol | eman, Anchorage Education Association, Anchorage
Sue Steinacher, None Energency Shelter Team Nonme; Steve
Pari zek, Snomad Snowrachine Cub, Honer; Fred Sturnman
Sel f, Sol dot na; Sophia  Arnstrong, Hai nes Educati on
Associ ation, Haines; Richard Wbb, Self, Fox; Ellen Story,
Speci al Education Teacher, Juneau; Paula G auque, Al aska
Farm Bureau, Palner; Kylee Singh, Self, Anchorage; Joan
Di anond, Sel f, Anchor age; Patricia W nners, Sel f,
Fai r banks; James Dwer, Self, Ketchikan; Marjorie Dwer,
Self, Ketchikan; Carolyn Wlton, Teacher, Juneau; Jon
Schar f enberg, Fairbanks Soil and Water, Two Rivers; Stephen
SueW ng, Parent, Juneau; Linda Towarak, Self, Unalakleet;
Janet Jones, First Covenant Church, Anchorage; GCeorgia
Blue, Director, Alaska Native Arts Foundation, Anchorage;
Sel ena  Everson, Juneau, Sel f; Gerald Hughes, Sel f,
Ket chi kan; Tom Langdon, St udent , University System
Fai r banks; Janes Ferguson, Self, None; Dolly Lanont, Self,
Bethel; Mke MIlligan, Self, Kodiak; Andrew Keller, Self,
Fai rbanks; Lily Hope, Self, Juneau; Maureen Hall, Al aska
School Nurse Associ ation, Juneau.

SUMVARY

HB 72 APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS
HB 72 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

HB 73 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET
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HB 73 was HEARD and HELD in committee for further
consi derati on.

PUBLI C TESTI MONY:

ANCHORAGE, SI TKA, PETERSBURG, DELTA  JUNCTI ON,
UNALASKA, GLENALLEN, TOK, STATEW DE OFF- NET

#hb72
#hb73
HOUSE BI LL NO. 72

"An Act meking appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnment and for
certain progr ans, capi tali zing funds, maki ng
reappropriations, and maki ng appropriations under art.
| X, sec. 17(c), Constitution of the State of Al aska,
from the constitutional budget reserve fund; and
providing for an effective date."

HOUSE BI LL NO. 73

"An Act nmeking appropriations for the operating and
capi tal expenses of t he state's i nt egrated
conprehensive nental health program and providing for
an effective date."

1: 02: 47 PM

APUBLI C TESTI MONY: ANCHORAGE

1: 03: 48 PM

STACEY LUCASON, STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT, UN VERSITY OF
ALASKA ANCHORAGE (UAA), ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
remar ked that she was a phil osophy nmajor and a pre-nedical
student. She spoke against the cuts to the University and
noted that many of them would directly affect student
services. She added that cuts to student services could
result in greater challenges for students to conplete their
col l ege education. She pointed out the inportance to the
state and nmade note of the graduation rate. She highlighted
the inportance of an educated population w th individuals
that can contribute to healthcare and other workforce
devel opment areas. She noted the inportance of conponents
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outside the classroom to «create a fully functional
uni versity.

1: 06: 08 PM

CHRI STI MEYN, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
agai nst increased cuts to UAA She noted that she was a
senior in the civil engineering program at UAA. She added
she was a Ilifelong Alaskan. She pointed out that she
planned to stay in Alaska after graduation. She related
concerns about future generations having access to
educati on.

1: 07: 26 PM

A" LENA SORENSON, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke against the cuts proposed to the University system
She noted that she was a student at UAA and part of student
governnent. She urged the conmttee to consider the role
t hat hi gher education played in the function and future of
Al aska. She discussed areas of study at UAA and related
that the University is also a center for culture and civic
engagenent. She related her concerns regarding the future
educati onal opportunities of our state.

1: 08: 43 PM

KYLE PACE, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
against the cuts to the University. He nentioned that he
student at UAA currently in his junior year. He spoke of
past cuts that have affected the University, and urged the
commttee to realign the budget to nore close align wth
what was proposed by Governor Wal ker. He spoke to the good
reputation of UAA and expressed concern about a changing
publ i c perception due to decreased services.

1:10: 31 PM
ESTHER HOOPER, PARENT/ TEACHER, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in support of the Parents as

Teachers program She relayed a personal story about how
the program had helped a famly. She expressed support for
all home prograns.

1:11: 29 PM
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JOSEPH J. HOOPER, PARENT OF 2 IN SCHOOL, ANCHORACE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of restoring funds for the
Parents as Teachers program He echoed the comments of his
wife, and nentioned his young daughter, and how these
services affected their famly. He spoke to the efficacy of
t he program

1:12: 42 PM

PAVELA KELLEY, EDUCATI ON DI RECTOR, ALZHEI MER S RESOURCE OF
ALASKA, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke in favor of
restoring the Governor's requested amount for the Mnd
Matters program She related that there were many people in
the state that dealt with Al zheinmer's disease and rel ated
denenti as. She spoke of the isolation and |ack of
engagenent that conmes with the early and mddle stages of
t he di sease, and how the program hel ps the individuals and
their caregivers. She stated that the program offered a
support group for caregivers. She added that it helps
people to stay in their hones.

1:15: 31 PM

CHARLES  MCKEE, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
relayed that he was at the recent Caucus neeting in
Anchorage. He related that he owned a copyright and
referred to individual rights on contract. He continued
about various subjects, including the federal governnent.

1:18: 10 PM

SAM  SNYDER, SUSI TNA  RIVER CQOALI TI ON, ANCHORACGE (Vi a
t el econference), spoke agai nst the Susitna Dam project, and

proposed reappropriations the associated $33.5 mllion for
nore necessary needs of the state. He characterized the dam
project as "ill fated" and nentioned proposed cuts to

education, transportation, and other essential services.

1:19: 03 PM

LI Z SNYDER, BOARD MEMBER, AK FOOD POLI CY COUNCI L, ANCHORAGE
(via teleconference), spoke against the elimnation of
funding for the Farm to School program She related that
Al aska spends $1.5 billion on inported food per year, and
only 10 percent of food comes from within the state while
| arge anpbunts of arable land are uncultivated. She spoke to
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diet-related nedical conditions in the state, as well as
food security. She nentioned food education and highlighted
the gromth and success of the program She elucidated the
ef ficiency of the program

1: 21: 02 PM

SERG O F. ACUNA, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke in favor of restoring funding to vocational training
prograns in the state. He made note of the benefit to our
econony, and the inportance of having a well-trained
Al askan wor kforce. He spoke to a non-resident hire problem
He related that he received vocational training and rel ayed
how it had benefited his famly. He nentioned preparing for
a future workforce

1: 22: 59 PM

JANE SHELBY, DI RECTOR, ALASKA WMM NMEDI CAL PROGRAM UAA,
ANCHORACGE (via teleconference), , director of WMM at UAA
spoke in favor of retaining funding for the WMM program
and spoke to its' nmerits. She commented that the program
was a major contributor to Al aska' s physician workforce.
She noted the shortage of physicians, particularly primary
care physicians. She di scussed WAMM graduates and the high
percentage that chose primary care. She asserted the cost-
ef fectiveness of the program and suggested it would grow in
the future if funded. She noted the high cost of recruiting
rather than hiring fromwithin the state. She nentioned the
i nt ent | anguage, which had referred to a gradual
elimnation of the program

1: 25: 16 PM

MONI CA  WARI GHT, AK  WNAM STUDENT, ANCHORAGE  (via
tel econference), related that spoke in favor of maintaining
funding for the WMM program She related that she was an
Al aska-track student, and had conpleted alnobst three years
of her training in state. She expressed that as of the
subsequent fall, WMM students would be able to conplete
all of their training in Alaska. She opined that the
program was inportant to addressing the shortage of
physi ci ans in Al aska.

Co- Chair Neuman wel conmed Representative Andy Josephson to
the gallery.
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1:27:11 PM

VICKI OITE, CEO, MINT VILLAGE CORPORATI ON, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke against cuts to spoke against cuts
to the Division of Forestry. She noted that MINT represents
the villages of MG ath, Takotna, N kolai, and Telida. She
mentioned the proposed <closing of the MGath Fire
Suppression Area, which protected approximately 88 mllion
acres in rural Alaska. She nentioned an interagency
agreenent that was put in place to protect the comunities
in rural Al aska, and wondered if the Division of Forestry
had consulted with the other agencies with regard to the
cl osure. She opined that rural Alaska was getting the brunt
of the budget cuts, and alleged that the cuts created a
life-threatening situation.

1: 29: 49 PM

LLOYD MORRIS, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
agai nst cuts to public broadcasting. He related that he had
served as Chairman on the Alaska Public Broadcasting
Conmi ssion. He added that he had travelled to all of the
public television and many of the public radio stations in
Al aska, and has wtnessed the service provided to
comunities. He listed  Dbenefits such as community
i nvol venent, national/state/local information flow, and at
times response to public health and safety circunstances.
He wurged the conmttee to restore funding for public
br oadcasti ng. He noted the frugality that had been
practiced in Al aska public broadcasting, and recognized the
financial challenges of the state. He used Gavel to Cavel
as an exanple of a service provided to Alaskans. He
characterized the proposed cuts as "devastating” to the
system and stated that an informed citizenry was the
strength of a denocratic governnent.

1:32: 08 PM

CLARE DOTE, THE WORKING FOREST GROUP, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke against cuts to the Division of
Forestry tinber sale program He noted he was a lifelong
Al aska, a forester, as well as Board President of The
Wrking Forest Goup (WG. He explained that the mssion
of the WG was to educate Alaskans by pronoting and
i npl enenting active forest managenent. He described the
Ti mber Sal e program as the "backbone of our state's working
forest." He made note of the state revenue, energy, fire
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mtigation, access, subsi stence |ifestyles, and | obs
created by the program He spoke to a threat to the tinber
industry in the region, including the Viking Lunber Sawm |
in Klawk, a mjor enployer. He referred to 400 private
sector jobs in the tinber industry, and affordable wood
ener gy.

1: 34: 33 PM

ABBE DUNNI N- NEVBURY, SECRETARY, BQOARD OF DI RECTORS, BEAN S
CAFE, |NC, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke in favor
of human services conmunity matching grants that would
support the Children's Lunchbox (CL) program through Bean's
Caf é. She discussed financial inplications of the proposed
cuts. She related that many children that experience food
insecurity at home benefit from foodstuffs they receive
through the program She related that the CL sends hone
food for the weekend, which provided essential nutrition.
She explained that cuts to Bean's Café would nean they
woul d no | onger be able to provide bus passes for consuners
to get to needed social services.

1: 37: 24 PM

SCOTT SLENDER, PROGRAM MANAGER, BEAN S CAFE, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), urged the conmttee to reinstate funding
for the human services conmmunity matching grant. He
explained that the grant serves the neediest of the
Anchorage community, and the benefit to the community is
huge. He related that they served individuals wth a
variety of disabilities and special needs, as well as the
el derly and veterans. He noted that the greater he is able
to serve individuals in need, the less of a strain on
energency nedical services and other related entities. He
related that their services help individuals to build
aut onony.

1: 39: 40 PM

RANDI  BI Nl ON- OLSON, PROGRAM MANAGER, CHILDREN S LUNCHBOX,
BEAN S CAFE, INC., ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to reinstate the human services comunity
mat ching grant. She spoke to 416 children served by the
program and related that they would no |longer be able to
provi de "weekend food" for these children. She pointed out
the effect of poor nutrition on nmental and physical health.
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1: 40: 55 PM

ARLENE BRI SCOE, AK NURSES ASSOCIATION, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), strongly urged the comrmittee to support
Medi cai d expansion. She alleged that nearly 42,000 Al askans
would be eligible for health coverage wunder Medicaid
expansion. She listed the benefits and increased access to
heal thcare that the expansion would provide. She nentioned
she had worked in the psychiatric emergency departnent and
observed individuals not getting the services they needed
due to | ack of insurance.

1: 43: 36 PM

STAR LEE, MANAGER, PARENTS AS TEACHERS, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), testified in favor of restoring funds for
Best Begi nnings and the Parents as Teachers (PAT) program
She referred to research that showed the efficacy of
Parents as Teachers through increased school readiness,
academ ¢ achi evenent, and parenting skills. She noted that
participation in the PAT program was voluntary, and
partici pants were highly invested.

1: 43: 49 PM

KARLA JUTZI, DIRECTOR OF COVWUNI CATIONS, FOOD BANK OF
ALASKA (FBA), ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), wurged the
committee to support human services conmunity matching
grants. She explained that the grant allowed FBA to
purchase nore than 205,000 Ibs. of fresh fruit and
vegetables for the hungry, and it would help 27,000
famlies in the comng year. She noted that fresh fruit and
veget abl es were anong the nost expensive foods to purchase.
She added that the proposed cut would nean that FBA woul d
be unable to purchase one full trailer-load of produce for
hungry famlies that they woul d ot herw se distribute.

1:45: 45 PM

NI KOLE NELSON, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, ALASKA LEGAL SERVI CES
CORPORATI ON (ALSC), ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
agai nst cuts to ALSC. She explained that ALSC was a non-
profit law firm that provided free legal aid to |ow incone
Al askans statewi de through 11 offices located in rural and
urban communities. She added that ALSC is Alaska's only
| egal aid program She noted that ALSC s current
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appropriation was far less than is necessary to serve the
people that are accessing their services. She added that
due to limted resources, they were already turning away
one person for every one they served. She relayed that the
poverty population has nore than doubled since 1984, when
they had $1.2 mllion; with the proposed cuts, they would
receive one third of that amount. She added that ALSC had
stretched their resources through donated office space, a
network of pro bono volunteers, and paying staff below
mar ket value. She reiterated the ALSC mission of justice
for all.

1: 47: 47 PM

RIC NELSON, CHAIR, GOVERNOR S COUNCIL ON DI SABILITIES
SPECI AL EDUCATI ON, ANCHORACE (via teleconference), spoke in
favor of funding for Al aska Legal Services. He noted that
the Governor's Council will be working to curb expenses and
find savings, citing exanples of wutilizing tel econferences
and travel savings. He also spoke in favor of Medicaid
reform and expansion. He spoke to disability hire. He
referred to the population of people who utilize energency
care due to lack of health care access. He spoke to
Medicaid state Option | and K, which would allow the state
to increase reinbursenent for state plan options that wll
help to reformthe system

1: 50: 19 PM

MARY JO TORGESQN, DI RECTOR, ANCHORAGE PUBLI C LI BRARY,
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified in favor of the
Online with Libraries (OA) program She noted that the
program had connected a lot of libraries, particularly
village libraries, throughout the state. She related that
the nost inportant piece was adding broadband access to
village libraries, to facilitate digital inclusion. She
spoke in support of funding for the Homework Help program
an online tutoring program used around the state. She
explained that there were around 33,000 around the state
using the program She nentioned the need for good
broadband to wutilize the program She spoke about the
inportance of wearly Iliteracy and gave her support for
reinstating funds for Best Beginnings. She nentioned the
success of the Imagination Library program

1: 52: 37 PM
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ROB DOLAN, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified
in support of funding for the Adult Day Services G ant
Program He nentioned that he was 40 year resident of
Anchorage and he and his spouse were teachers in Anchorage.
He related that a year or two prior, he and his w fe becane
full time caregivers for his nother, who experienced
Al zhei ner' s. He nmentioned the Serendipity program in
Anchorage, and how the program has helped with supportive
services. He related the challenges associated with the
di sease, and the inportance of supportive progranms to
assist famlies dealing with el der care.

1: 56: 02 PM

CATHY BRENNER, DI RECTOR, SERENDIPITY ADULT DAY PROGRAM
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified in support of
funding for the Adult Day Services Gant Program She
related that the program has been providing services since
1985, nostly to seniors with Al zheiner's di sease or related
denmentias. She nmade note that the population of adult
seniors in Alaska is growing. She stressed the inportance
of the services provided to sufferers of Al zheiner's and
their caregivers. She stated that the program is fiscally
sound. She cited a study that illustrated the cost savings
and efficacy of adult day prograns versus |ong-term care.

1: 58: 12 PM

LAUREN KELSEY, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke in
favor of reinstating funding for Obesity Prevention G ants.
She noted that she was the School Gants Mnager for the
besity Prevention and Control Program State of Al aska
Department of Health and Social Services. She discussed the
subj ect of obesity and the related costs to the state. She
stated that yearly, the state of Al aska spends over $459
mllion on direct nedical costs attributed to obesity. She
di scussed the preventable healthcare costs associated wth
obesity. She spoke to obesity related illnesses such as
di abetes and heart di sease.

2:00: 39 PM

CHRI'S | NGVANSQN, PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DI RECTORS, CHUdQ AK
SENFOR CITIZENS, INC., EAGE RIVER (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for the Adult Day Services
Program She enphasized the inportance of the program to
not only the elders, but to their famly nenbers. She
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attested that for sone, the day services program was the
only way to have their famly menbers stay at hone. She
spoke to the isolation encountered by individuals wth
Al zheimer's and related dementias. She referred to the cost
effectiveness of adult day services versus assisted living
or skilled nursing scenari os.

2:02: 50 PM

BECCA BERNARD, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), urged
the conmttee to restore the one-tinme funds for public
education that were allocated the previous year. She noted
that the previous year was the first in several years that
education funding had been increased. She spoke to the | ost
human potential as a side effect of cutting education. She
menti oned the inportance of graduation rates and inproved
dropout rates. She pointed out difficulties in retaining
teachers, large class sizes, and few electives to keep
students engaged as problenms resultant from di m nished
education funding. She related fears that the m ddle school
nodel woul d be | ost.

2:05: 00 PM

ALYSE GALVIN, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
in support of full funding for Pre-K progranms and testified
in favor of restoring funds for the Parents as Teachers
program She acknow edged that sonme conmttee nenbers may
have been unhappy with student results, and relayed she was
working to inprove that. She opined that reducing funds was
not a way to nmake a positive difference. She related her
personal experience wth child devel opnent support and
information, and related the personal successes of her
famly. She nentioned early learners who were in need of
support. She spoke to the inportance of health, safety,
ki ndness, and education, and asked the commttee to keep
t hose val ues in mnd.

2:07: 37 PM

JIM POAELL, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified
in support of funding for the Adult Day Services G ant
Program He related that his wife was diagnosed wth
denentia and perhaps Al zheiner's, and that he had
participated in the Mnd Mitters program He referred to
the $19,000 that was in question. He spoke to the
statistics of Al zheiner's and denmentia with aging. He noted
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the increased chances of caregivers developing related
illnesses due to stress.

2:09:52 PM

PAUL H SHADURA 11, SELF, KENAI (via teleconference), spoke
against cuts to the Chinook Initiative. He related that he
was a third generation commercial fisherman. He spoke of
the inportance of our renewable resources. He alleged that
cuts would create a threat to subsistence, personal use
sport, and commercial fisheries. He urged the conmttee to
consi der the benefits of the programin the long term

2:11:10 PM

JOSHUA FRANKS, SOUTHCENTRAL  FOUNDATI ON, ANCHORACE (Vi a
t el econf erence), testified in support of funding of
Medi caid expansi on. He related the mnmission of the

foundation. He discussed the fact that Al aska Native people
from across the state access services in Anchorage. He
stressed the inportance of increased access to healthcare,
and nentioned shifting costs from state to federal Medicaid
paynents. He spoke of expansion at the Alaska Native
Medi cal Center, and higher utilization rates. He alluded to
a correlation between wutilizing healthcare services and
decr eased use of ener gency nmedi cal services and
hospi talization.

2:13:18 PM

Cl NDY KNALL, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), voiced
support for University of Alaska funding for the WMM
program She related that she is an Associate Professor of
Medi cal Education and UAA Scientific Representative for
Alaska |INBRE (ldea Network of Bi onedi cal Resear ch
Excel | ence). She asked the conmttee to renove the intent
| anguage that would elimnate the WMM program She opined
that the budget cuts nmade in the University of Al aska and
the Education and Early Devel opnent subconmttees had the
potential to significantly inpact Alaska's ability to
conpete for and win multi-mllion dollar grants such as
| NBRE. She furthered that the cuts would inpact the ability
to provide great educational and training opportunities to
the students and citizens of the state. She added that the
WMM programis a neans of creating doctors for Al aska.

2:15: 19 PM
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ALEX SCI VKA, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting

He noted that he listened to KNBA and KSKA public radio
every day for clear unbiased news from across Al aska, as
well as the world outside. He expressed understanding that
some reductions were necessary in the current budget
climaite. He asked the <committee to consider a nore
reasonabl e reduction to public broadcasti ng.

2:15:57 PM

LI SA AQUI NO, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, CATHOLIC SOCI AL SERVI CES
(CSS), ANCHORACGE (via teleconference), spoke in support of
reinstating funds for Best Beginnings. She also testified
in support of funding for Medicaid expansion. She spoke to
the human services community matching grant, and thanked
the conmmttee for including $1.4 mllion that was put
forward in the Governor's budget. She pointed out that the
allocation was a 20 percent reduction from the previous
year. She noted that CSS used the funds to pay for shift
supervisors at two enmergency honeless shelters in
Anchorage. She added that the 20 percent reduction would
translate into a reduction of 1.5 FTE, which would
significantly affect the shelters. She explained that the
service provided the only shelter for the honeless
popul ation of men, wonen, and children in Anchorage. She
noted the cost effectiveness of the human services matching
grant in addressing the critical problens of honelessness
and food short age.

2:18:14 PM

DI RK  SHUMAKER, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, KIDS CORPS |INC ,
ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), spoke against proposed cuts
for Best Beginnings. He also spoke in support of full
funding for Pre-K prograns and testified in favor of
restoring funds for the Parents as Teachers program He
related a story about a child who experienced significant
famly trauma. He discussed how the prograns could have
served the child and his famly and made a difference. He
urged the commttee to reinstate funding.

2:20: 40 PM

WAYNE BCEDECKER, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for the Adult Day Services.
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He noted that his nother had accessed services through the
Daybreak program where she could receive day habilitation

He related the experience of providing full tinme care of an
adult, and how the program assisted with the significant
burden. He nmentioned his participation as a volunteer on
t he Daybreak Advisory Board, and noted the board's concern
with the welfare of their consunmers. He asked the committee
to look <closely at the program and ensure they were
properly funded.

2:24: 08 PM

ABBE  HENSLEY, EXECUTI VE DI RECTCR, BEST  BEGQ NNI NGS

ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke in support of
reinstating funds for Best Beginnings. She stated that the
supported 33 Inmagination Libraries, as well as 6 early
chil dhood partnerships that provided services in 113
di verse Al askan comunities. She commented that enroll ment
in Imagination Library has grown from 3600 children in 2009
to 23,603 currently. She noted that the Library was funded
through a conbination of state and private sources. She
described the services provided by the early childhood
partnership, and related that they could offset challenges
faced by parents and children. She noted that Best
Beginnings did state-wde outreach including a website,

social nedia, and television. She spoke to a letter from
t he Dol | ywood Foundation (copy on file). She reiterated her
support of full funding for early childhood, Pre-K, Parents
as Teachers, and Best Begi nni ngs.

2:26: 39 PM

LAURA BONNER, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
in support of education funding and Pre-K prograns. She
al so spoke for restored funding in Departnent of Labor and
Wor kf orce Devel opnent. She stressed the inportance of a
wel | -trai ned workforce and worker safety. She testified in
support of funding for Medicaid expansion, and added that
it was a noral responsibility. She voiced opposition to
funding cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway System She
stated that the proposed cuts would affect tourism

2:28:42 PM

DEBORAH W LLI AMS, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, ANCHORAGE YQUTH
DEVELOPMENT  COALI TI ON, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke in support of funding for behavioral health services.

House Fi nance Conmmittee 17 03/05/15 1: 02 P. M



She opined that the legislature's past funding of the
Behavior Health Prevention and Early Intervention Gants
Program saved the state noney. She cited studies that
indicated a statistically significant decline in youth risk
behavi ors. She spoke to a finding that correl ated organized
activities to less likelihood of using marijuana regularly.

2: 30: 48 PM

ROBERT M LLER, STUDENT MEMBER, ANCHORAGE YOUTH COURT,
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified against cuts to
the Alaska Youth Courts. He nentioned he was a
representative on the Anchorage Youth Court Board of
Directors. He continued to explain how Anchorage Youth
Court has been an inportant part of his life. He stated
that the Alaska Youth Court has a greater |level of
i nvol venent and had been used as a nodel in other states
and ot her parts of the world.

2:32: 59 PM

PAT FALON, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
against cuts to the Departnent of Labor, particularly
positions that were partially federally funded. He referred
to the 12 percent cuts proposed by the governor. He spoke
about the inportance of vocational training prograns and
hiring fromwithin the state.

2:34:44 PM
AT EASE

3:00: 54 PM
RECONVENED

HOPE FI NKELSTEIN, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for Medicaid expansion and
public education. She discussed the effects of turning down

a $28 mllion budget savings over the follow ng four years
by turning down Medicaid. Medicaid expansion would bring
the state over $130 million per year in federal funds and

woul d create over 4,000 jobs. She concluded that as a cost-
saving neasure the state needed to cut the large nega
projects from the budget including the Susitna-Wtana Dam
Anbl er Road, and Knik Arm Bridge projects. She also asked
the commttee to support Public Radio. She thanked the
comittee.
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3:03:44 PM

STEPHANI E BERGLUND, CH EF EXECUTI VE OFFI CER, THREAD,
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke in support of
reinstating funds for Best Beginnings, Parents as Teachers,
and Pre-K prograns. She reviewed the benefits of each
program She indicated that Pre-K was critical to the |ong-
term success of children. She reported that Al aska already
ranked in the bottom 10 states across the country for
investnments in young children. The proposed cuts would set
the state further behind. She encouraged the committee to
i nvest in young Al askans.

3: 05: 56 PM

| MVANUEL LEW S, SELF, ANCHORACGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for Medicaid expansion. He
stressed that the longer the state waited to use the
benefits, the nore noney the state would |ose out on. He
wondered why the legislature would not want to expand
Medicaid. He urged the conmttee to do what was best for
Al askans in need and for Al aska's budget.

3:06: 32 PM

M CHAEL GALLAGHER, ANCHORACGE YOUTH COURT, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), testified against cuts to the Al aska Youth
Courts. He outlined the functions of the program and
identified sone of the advantages of the program He shared
some of his personal experience. He asked comm ttee nenbers
to reconsider their decision and to reinstate the funding
for Al aska Youth Courts.

3:07:27 PM

ANNELI SE BURGESS, ANCHORAGE YOUTH COURT, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), testified against cuts to the Al aska Youth
Courts. She relayed sone of the benefits of the program
She shared sone of her experience and stressed the
i mportance of bettering youth. She reiterated her stance in
support of Al aska Youth Court and thanked the committee for
heari ng her testinony.

3:09:31 PM

BRANDON MCGUI RE, UA LOCAL 367 PLUVBERS AND PIPE FI TTERS,
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified against cuts to
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the Al aska Youth Courts. He urged the conmittee to keep the
program funded as nuch as possi bl e.

3:10: 24 PM

LEON KNUDSON, SELF, PALMER (via teleconference), spoke
about the cuts to the Comm ssioner of Labor's office. He
expressed concern with renoving key positions. He also
di scussed the inportance of training and workplace safety
progranms. He suggested it did not make sense to cut | abor
positions that were 75 percent federally funded. He
reported that the 31 percent cuts proposed by Governor
Wal ker would be cut deeper than any other departnment. He
continued citing sonme statistics regarding the budget
reductions. He encouraged the comrittee to reinstate the
funding for the Departnent of Labor.

3:12: 14 PM

PETER M CHALSKI, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke in favor of funding for Al aska Legal Services. He
rel ayed his experience as an attorney and the inportance of
care. He felt that nany people do inportant work in making
the system work better. He encouraged nenbers to take
another look at increased funding for the Al aska Legal
Servi ces.

3:15: 00 PM
AT EASE

3:42:19 PM
RECONVEYENED

Co-Chair Neuman returned to the Anchorage

3:43: 05 PM

KARI JAHNSEN, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified against cuts to the Anchorage Youth Court. She
expl ai ned that she was a student volunteer with the youth
court. She relayed the positive effects of the program
she's w tnessed being involved. She continued to explain
the benefits of the program and the cost-benefits to do
with recidivism She wunderstood the <challenges of the
budget but felt that the program should remain funded. She
t hanked the comm ttee.
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3:45:22 PM

CARCLYN HEYMAN- LAYNE, ATTORNEY AND PARENT, ANCHORAGE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of funding for Al aska Lega

Services. She stated that the population that received the
services would not have access otherw se. She clained that
for every dollars spent Alaska Legal Services saved $5
dollars for the state. As a nother she appreciated the
services the program provided to wonen and nothers who were
|l ooking to protect their children. She also spoke in
support of full funding for Pre-K prograns including Best
Begi nnings. She currently had a child in a Pre-K program
and could see the benefits from a personal standpoint. She
believed that supporting Pre-K education was worth the
i nvest nment .

3:47: 34 PM

JOANI E  CLEARY, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for Medicaid expansion. She
outlined the potential services to over 41 thousand
Al askans that did not currently have access. She nentioned
several prograns that were inportant particularly nental
health and substance abuse treatnent prograns. She added
that she worked as a guardian ad litem assistant in the
child protection system She reported that parents that
sought treatnent often could not receive help. Medicaid
woul d provide access to the services helping famlies to
stay together. She also discussed the financial savings to
the state and the potential job opportunities with Mdicaid
expansi on.

3:49: 11 PM

CHRI'S TURLETES, FACILITIES D RECTOR, UN VERSITY OF ALASKA
ANCHORAGE, ANCHORACGE (via teleconference), voiced support
for restoring the funding for the new facilities at the
University of Alaska, approximately $2.7 mllion. He also
encouraged support for the facilities operating budget at
| east at the governor's budget nunber. He tal ked about the
engineering building that was already in planning and
design and asked for additional nonies to bring the
facility to conpletion. He continued to provide additiona

information for the project. He nentioned sone of the
ram fications of a reduced budget for the University of
Al aska and encouraged support.
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3:52:12 PM

RYAN  BUCHHOLDT, UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA, ANCHORAGE (vi a
tel econference), voiced support for University of Alaska
funding. He asked that the university funding be restored
to the level proposed in the governor's budget. He
menti oned the challenge of getting the new buildings on
line and wanted them funded to conpletion levels. He added
that he was part of a task force that assessed program
priorities. He indicated that during the review many areas
were actively neasuring effectiveness and comng up wth
ways to inprove effectiveness. He urged the conmttee to
reduce the budget in a nore gradual manner and restated
that the university budget be restored to the governor's
| evel of funding.

3:54: 49 PM

KAREL HAUSER, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
in opposition to funding the Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric
Project. She nentioned the negative environnmental effects
of the project speaking from the perspective of a
nutritionist. She restated her objection to funding for the
Susi t na Dam proj ect.

3:55:33 PM

Bl LL HAUSER, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), spoke in
opposition to funding the Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric
Project. He opined that the dam would be a "fish killer."
He opined that it wuld be trading one resource for
another. He reported that he was a retired fish biologist
and spoke about the negative effects of the potential dam
and the related infrastructure that would be built. He
suggested that there were alternative turbines that would
have less of an inpact. He also spoke against the Chuitna
Coal project. He thanked the conmttee for its tine.

Co-Chair Neuman said the commttee would take a brief at
ease and return at 4:15 pm

3:57:43 PM
AT EASE

4:19: 38 PM
RECONVENED
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Co- Chair Neunman stated that there was no one in Anchorage
on the testifier list. The comrmttee would reconvene at
4:30 pm

4:19: 49 PM
AT EASE

4:35:28 PM
RECONVENED

APUBLI C  TESTI MONY: SI TKA, PETERSBURG, DELTA  JUNCTI ON
UNALASKA, GLENNALLEN, AND TCK

4:35:37 PM

CHARLES MORGAN, RAVEN RADIO, SITKA (via teleconference),
urged the <commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting. He appreciated the financial circunstances,
but he believed the cuts were too severe and could cripple
public radio in the state. He asserted that public radio
made Al aska into a comrunity, providing opportunities for
those who wished to make a contribution. He felt that
public radio provided diversity to comrunities through the
nati onal, statewi de and |ocal news stories it broadcasted,
while offering the opportunity for citizens to share
di fferent perspectives on a variety of issues.

4:38:10 PM

GREG NMANDEL, KETTLESON MEMORI AL LI BRARY, SITKA (via
tel econference), testified in favor of the Online wth
Li braries Program (OA). He shared that many citizens could
not afford honme conputers and depended on the library to
connect wth the outside world via the internet. He
explained that the program would provide the bandw dth
support that would cost the library an additional $300-%$400
per nonth. He shared that the program connected citizens of
Sitka to the rest of the state through a host of video
conferencing prograns. He related that the conferencing
network offered prograns on topics ranging from health and
safety to panel discussions on inportant social issues and
pending |legislation. He stressed that the network provided
citizens from his community a voice to express concerns on
important issues, while engaging with other Al askans in
di scussion on life-changing matters. He believed that the
program provided a connection to educational prograns that
inmproved the daily lives of citizens that would be | acking
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should OAL be discontinued. He related a personal story of
a local woman learning online through the program how to
treat, feed and care for her diabetic child.

4:40: 33 PM

LI SA SADLEI R-HART, SITKA LOCAL FOODS NETWORK, SITKA (via
tel econference), spoke in support for funding the Farm to
School Program She stressed the inportance of locally
grown food, highlighting that Alaska spent $1.5 billion,

each year, to inport food. She opined that only 5-10
percent of the food consumed in the state was produced or

harvested in Al aska, while acres of  and remained
uncul tivated. She hypothesized the benefits of using state
dollars for Alaska grown products and producing healthy
foods in large enough quantities to neet the need in
statewi de school <cafeterias. She shared that the program
prioritized putting locally produced goods in school

cafeterias, raising a generation of food |eaders and
consuners and creating a large and reliable market for

increased in-state food production. She offered that in
three years school districts involved in the program had
grown from zero to 68 percent and there had been an 11
percent increase in school gardens statew de. She furthered
that 100 percent of school districts were now serving at

| east one local food item in their neal prograns. She
relayed that in 5 years the program had |everaged over $1
mllion from partner agencies. She noted that the program
had garnered these successes with a budget of $190, 000,

whi ch she believed was a significant return on investnent.

She believed that elimnating funding for the program would
result in cutting healthful, locally growm food itens from
t he Iunches of young chil dren.

4:42:49 PM

THOVAS CONLEY, S| TKA SCHOOL BOARD, S| TKA (via
tel econference), testified in support of education funding.
He expressed his distress at the proposal to elimnate the
$32.4 mllion in one-tine education funds from the prior
year and the $13 million in specific programmatic cuts. He
was particularly disturbed by cuts to early childhood
learning, with the bulk of pre-kindergarten progranms being
elimnated. He asserted that children that were read to,
spoken to, and included in conversation, developed and
matured nore rapidly than their peers who were lacking in
simlar stinmulation. He spoke to nedical, sociological and
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educational studies that bore out the wvalidity of the
argunent that early exposure to |learning was beneficial to
children. He noted that the economic realities of the
present were that nost famlies needed two incones to
survive, which limted the parents ability to be the sole
provider of early educational stinmuli. He concluded that
when wel | -structured, early education was provided to pre-
ki ndergarten children the educational and subsequent
econom ¢ di vi dends were significant.

4:45:55 PM

TIM FULTON, SI TKA SCHOOL BOARD, SITKA (via tel econference),
spoke in support of education funding. He stated that on a
personal level, he struggled daily with the lack of a basic
foundation in reading, witing and mathematics. He opined
that this was a struggle for him He believed that
education should be funded at the hi ghest possible level in
order to assure that children would be spared the academ c
struggles that he had faced in |ife.

4:46: 54 PM

MEGAN LI TSTER, PETERSBURG SCHOOL DI STRI CT, PETERSBURG (Vi a
tel econference), spoke in support of education funding. She
requested continued support for funds promsed to schools
in HB 278, as well as the Obesity Prevention G ants under
the Departnent of Health and Social Services, Public
Health. She stated that the cuts equated to $300,000 in
funds from her district, which neant a possible |oss of
four teaching positions and nultiple prograns districtw de.

4:48: 34 PM

G NGER EVENS, PETERSBURG SCHOOL DI STRICT, PETERSBURG (Vi a
tel econference), requested that the funds for the Qoesity
Prevention Grants be reinstated to the Departnment of Health
and Social Services budget. She asserted that the Healthy
Living Gants were a vital link in education students and
community nenbers on the inportance of Iliving a healthy
lifestyle. She echoed that cutting the grants would result
in a $300,000 cut, over two years, and would conpound the
cuts already brought on by HB 278. She offered that curbing
obesity at an early age would save the state noney in
heal thcare related costs in the future. She contended that
obesity related costs in the state were projected to be
upward of $600 mllion annually by 2013, if obesity rates
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did not decrease. She stated that the district had created
a four-year action plan to fight obesity; with the funds
bei ng cut, conponents of the grant that were just beginning
in the second year would not be finished.

4:50: 39 PM

JONI  JOHNSON, PETERSBURG SCHOOL DI STRICT, PETERSBURG (via
tel econference), spoke in support of education funds. She
testified in opposition to the elimnation of the one-tine
education funds passed the prior year. She shared that the
school district had worked to come up with a fiscally
conservative plan and that renoving the one-tine funding
from the previous year that was already a part of their
budget plan, seenmed irresponsible. She stressed that
busi nesses did not run wisely on a lack of planning. She
relayed that the borough was |ooking at a loss of over
$825,000 in funding. She did not want to | ose progranms and
activity funding for healthy |living and other prograns that
served the community.

4:52:32 PM

DAVI D KENSI NGER, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference),
voi ced opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine
H ghway System He expressed conpassion for the hard
budgetary decisions that |egislators had to nake. He stated
that his business would be negatively inpacted by the
cancelation of ferry routes. He detailed that direct costs
to his business would be $20,000 and the loss of an
enpl oyee. He noted that the Marine Transportation Board had
two functions: to vet the new deputy conm ssioner and to
work in planning, he asserted that both of those tasks,
desi gnated by statue, had not happened. He encouraged the
committee to enpower the board so that customers and
communities could have a voice in reshaping the
transportation system for the island dependent comunities
in the state.

4:54:31 PM

ERI CA KLUDT- PAI NTER, PETERSBURG SCHOOL DI STRI CT, PETERSBURG
(via tel econference), spoke in opposition to proposed cuts
to education. She spoke to funding that had been provided
in the budget the prior year. She stated that the cuts
woul d equal $245,000 over the next two years. She stressed
that it equated to real noney, real people and real
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programs. She discussed the further proposed cuts to early
chil dhood education and the C(Cbesity Prevention G ant
program She believed that the legislature should keep its
prom se to fund the prograns. The comrunity would continue
to responsibly tighten its belt; the change needed to occur
gradually. Se opined that the district would see |arger
cl ass sizes, cuts to technology and support prograns for at
risk youth as a result of the cuts.

4:56:48 PM

CHARLES WOOD, SELF, PETERSBURG (via tel econference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
He stated that the proposed cut of 59 percent was
unacceptable. He asserted that public radio provided news,
public events, energency information, weather, and other
valuable information. He related several ways in which
public radio had been a valuable asset in his life. He
shared that his famly made l|ocal financial contributions
to his local public radio station. He testified in support
of funding for Medicaid expansion.

4:58:52 PM

MARI NA  VWH TACRE, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference),
spoke in opposition to education cuts. She was against cuts
to the hesity Prevention G ant Program

4:59:33 PM

SARAH HOLMGRAIN, SELF, PETERSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT (via
tel econference), spoke against cuts to education. She
echoed the points and concerns of the previous testifiers
for education. She offered several suggestions as to how
the legislature mght navigate their fiscal problens. She
believe that the proposed cuts would create many problens
for the state.

5:01: 51 PM

BOB MARTIN, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting.
He believed that the 59 percent cut was extrene and
highlighted the mnmany benefits that public broadcasting
brought to the state.

5:02:36 PM
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DAVI D BERG, VIKING TRAVEL, PETERSBURG (via tel econference),
voi ced opposition to funding cuts to the Al aska Marine
H ghway System He discussed the inpact of a change in
ferry schedule would have on various businesses and
activity in the state. He said that a proposed road from
Kake to Petersburg could be cut fromthe budget in order to
free up sone funds; the road would not be used often and
would require a ferry connection on the Petersburg and
additional term nal costs.

5:04:22 PM

ELI ZABETH HART, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting. She stressed that a 59 percent cut was
di sproportionate and could end public radio in the state.
She stressed that the |ocal station currently operated on a
bar e- bones budget and was the only source for |ocal news
and information. She added that the station provided nuch
needed energency comruni cation and served nulti-generation
community nmenbers. She shared that the station had gone
from9 staff to 5. She relayed that the station provided an
outlet for children, teens and adults in the form of
vol unt eer programi ng.

5:05:42 PM

RONN BUSCHMANN, SELF, PETERSBURG (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
br oadcasti ng. He shared that the station provided
information about news, energencies and was the "life
bl ood" of rural Al aska. He shared that the |ocal conmunity
offered significant financial support to the station, but
the proposed 59 percent cut would inpact the station's
ability to function

5:07: 06 PM

JOSEF PLOETZNER, SI TKA  SCHOOL BOARD, SITKA (via
tel econference), spoke in opposition to cuts for education.
He related that he had seen firsthand the challenges of
working in schools that could on offer elective classes
while working in rural Alaska. He shared that the
curriculumin Sitka currently offered classes that engaged
students; however, in the previous year he wtnessed the
| oss of the Spani sh Language and Home Econom cs prograns.
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5:08:15 PM

GERRY HOPE, MIAB, SITKA (via teleconference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway

System The proposed cuts would negatively I npact
busi nesses, comunity events, the education system and
ot her  coast al ways of life, He proposed that the

| egi slature allow the Marine Transportation Advisory Board
to work with the advisory systemto work with the systemto
devel op strategic planning for further cuts.

5:09:34 PM

LI NDSAY EVANS, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke
against cuts to education. She stressed that a decent
education was incredibly inportant. She urged the
| egislature fund schools at the maxinmum capacity. She
enphasi zed that Alaska's children were the state's | argest
asset .

5:11: 02 PM

KARI SAGEL, TEACHER, SITKA SCHOOL DISTRICT, SITKA (via
tel econference), asked for the reinstatenent of one-tine
funds passed the prior year for education. She rel ated that
the cuts were harnful as school districts had al ready built
their budget with the promsed funds included. She said
that the cuts cane at a tine when schools were being
pressured to address |ow test scores and achi evenent gaps.
She asserted that now was the tine to be providing prograns
t hat kept students in school.

5:11:57 PM

COURTNEY HOWARD, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke in
support of restoring education funding. He believed
activities were inportant to the overall educationa

experience of students. He asserted that sports activities
taught goal setting and denonstrated through experience
that students could define a goal and neet the goal. He
pointed out that students in Alaska faced great chall enges
in the areas of drug addiction, alcoholism and donestic
violence and that extracurricular activities help teach
st udent the life skill necessary to handle these
chal l enges. He believed that he would not have pursued a
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hi gher education had it not been for sports programs in his
school s.

5:13:59 PM

BEN VH TE, SI TKA SCHOOL Dl STRI CT, SI TKA (via
tel econference), spoke in support of funds for education.
He asked the committee to fulfill the prom ses passed the

prior session related to one-time education funds. He
stressed that current students would be future |eaders of
the state and they deserved the best educati on possible.

KERRY MCADAMS, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke
agai nst cuts to education. She opined that the district had
consistently nade cuts over many years, which she felt was
unacceptable given what an oil-rich state the state had
been up until this year

5:15: 43 PM

M KE SVENSON, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke
against cuts to the Division of Forestry tinber program He
spoke of the challenges that the industry faced from the
federal governnment, environmental groups and the entire
Denocratic Party. He lanented the |ack of support offered
by his comunity when jobs were lost by the closure of the
tinmber mill.

5:16:21 PM

SHERVAN STEBBI NS, CTY OF DELTA, DELTA (via
tel econference), spoke in support of comunity revenue
sharing. He stated that community revenue sharing was the
third largest source of revenue for Delta Junction; 10
percent of the city's annual budget. The comunity would
like to see continued full funding for revenue sharing.

5:17:21 PM

JOHN CONWELL, UNALASKA CITY SCHOOL DI STRICT, UNALASKA (via
tel econference), urged the comrittee to restore the one-
time education funds passed the prior year. He testified in
favor of the Online with Libraries program He spoke in
favor of full funding for broadband in schools,
particularly for rural area schools. He reiterated his
request for the restoration of education funds.
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5:19: 07 PM

KAREN KRESH, CTY OF UNALASKA, UNALASKA (via
tel econference), testified in support of the Online wth
Li braries program She shared that internet access on the
i sland was expensive and tightly capped; hone internet was
so expansive and unreliable that nobst residents did not
have it in their homes and used the library internet as
their main connection to the outside world. She stressed
t he i mportance of t he i nt er net for comer ci al
fi sherpersons. She stated that funding for the program had
allowed the library to provide high-speed internet service
and video conferencing equipnment to the community. She
provided further Dbenefits offered by the internet for
educational purposes. She stressed that the program was
essential to the community and kept it connected to the
| ar ger worl d.

5:21:17 PM

MATT LI GHTNER, KUCB, UNALASKA (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
He spoke to the inportance of the service provided by the
radio station including news, sporting events, and other
programm ng. He stressed that a 59 percent cut would anount
to approximately $80,000 for the comunity; it would mean
| ess local news and the inability to dissem nate health and
safety information. He explained that the 26 stations that
were funded by Al aska Public Broadcasting Conm ssion worked
together as a unit to provide content to all corners of the
state. He urged the conmttee to consider a |less extrene
cut .

5:23:37 PM

ROBI HARRI'S, KUCB, UNALASKA (via teleconference), urged the
committee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
stated that the station provided a sense of comunity
identity, offered a source of news and entertai nnment, and
was the only source of radio received in the area. He
believed a 59 percent cut was too extrene and stressed that
the station could not bear the cut. He shared that
comunity event s wer e publi ci zed on t he radi o.
Additionally, community businesses provided information on
the radio, community events were publicized over the radio;
| ocal donestic violence shelters, health clinics, suicide
prevention, child abuse prevention, snoking cessation and
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other comunity non-profits advertised on the station. He
concluded that Al aska conmunities depended on public radio
as an inportant source for news and information.

5:25:36 PM

JENNI FER SHOCKLEY, KUCB, UNALASKA (via teleconference),
urged the commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting. She stated that having an adequately staffed
newsroom was crucial. The comunity depended on the radio
for health and safety information. The |ocal staff ensured
that the public had information about tsunam warnings and
ot her weat her events. She stated that the station provided
the only news source for many comunities. She echoed
previ ous testinony.

5:28: 07 PM

GARY  MULLEN, SELF, GLENNALLEN (via teleconference),
testified in opposition to the defunding of the Resources
Program in the Division of Forestry. He said that renova
of the funding would affect sales and forest practices
oversight. He stressed that wood was a requirenent for
| ocal residents and that state |land was the only option for
| ocal residents to find wood to heat their hones.

5:29:19 PM

JOSEPH M LLER, BACK TO WXD LOGE NG GLENNALLEN (via
tel econference), spoke in opposition to cutting of funds
for the Division of Forestry. He said that wthout the
funding he would be unable to get permts to harvest | unber
from state lands, which was his only source of |unber for
hi s busi ness.

5:30: 01 PM

KATHY  MORGAN, TOK LIBRARY AND COVMUNITY, TOK (via
tel econference), testified in favor of the Online wth
Li braries program She stated that the program had paid
approximately $3,000 for the internet service in the
current year. She relayed that the internet speed was still
only one-quarter of the average Al askan |ibrary speed and
40 times slower than the national average. She stressed
support for the comunity revenue sharing program which
had few other resources. She spoke against cuts to the
Division of Forestry tinber program She understood that
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the division would be forced to save noney by conbining
noney dispatch for the Copper R ver and Tok areas. She
warned that the conbination would increase risk to the
comunity because wildfires would be out of control by the
time responders arrived. She stated that Tok forestry had
previously been a leader in wldlife safety. She declared
that she would be willing to pay nore taxes or an annual
state incone tax to offset budgetary shortfalls.

5:32:38 PM

JEFF GAVAZZA, THE COMPUTER CABIN, TOK (via tel econference),
spoke in favor of full funding for expanded broadband
capability in schools. He opined the l|ack of technical
knowl edge in the Upper Tanana Valley. He stressed that
people living in rural areas |acked access to inportant
i nformation, such as legislative information on the
legislative information system BASI S, due to weak
connectivity and lack of conputer know edge. He said that
reliable internet in the bush had becone a serious problem
whi ch woul d be exasperated by the funding cuts. He asserted
t hat Legislative Information Ofices provided rural
comunities with access to the |l egislative process.

5:35:37 PM

DEB SPARKS, ALASKA GATEWAY SCHOOL DI STRICT, TOK (via
t el econference), spoke in opposition to the cut of one-tine
education funding of $32 mllion passed the prior year. She
relayed that the district did its best to guarantee that
its funds were used as efficiently as possible and went
towards neeting the educational needs of students. She
relayed that many districts were facing further staff
elimnation. She stressed that the elimnation of the funds
neant a |loss of $178,000 for the district (the equivalent
of one full-tine teacher and five class aides). She stated
that the cut would limt the district's ability to address
unfunded mandates. She spoke in favor of full funding for
br oadband i n school s.

5:38: 50 PM

Co- Chair Thonpson recogni zed Representative Dave Talerico
in the conmttee room

TODD PQAGE, ALASKA GATEWAY SCHOOL DISTRICT, TOK (via
tel econference), spoke in support of education funds. He
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stated that one of the nost significant challenges for
rural schools in Alaska was providing for adequate internet
activity for things |ike distance learning, online testing,
and collaboration with students in other |ocations. He
detailed that the district currently had three sites at 1.5
megabytes and three sites at 3 negabytes. He spoke in favor
of full funding for broadband in schools. He stressed that
digital connectivity exposed children to a nuch |arger
world. He provided an exanple related to painfully slow
internet service. He highlighted that every $100,000 the
community received through the grant represented an infl ux
of $1 mIlion through the |everaging of e-Rate funds.

5:41:19 PM

SCOTT MACVANUS, ALASKA GATEWAY SCHOOL DI STRICT, TOK (via
tel econference), asked for a reinstatenent of funding for
the Al aska Learning Network. He was additionally in support
of funding for Pre-K prograns and the Tok forestry office.
He stressed that nothing was nore inportant to the state's
future than educating its children. He spoke to research
denonstrating t he i mportance of early chi | dhood
devel opnment. He stressed that children who were behind in
ki ndergarten tended to stay behind. He testified in support
of Head Start, which had inproved outcones for Tok
students. He stated that the AKLN program was the first
program able to provide viable options to children wthout
honors courses. He spoke against the closure of the Tok
forestry office. He communicated that the state had nade
significant investnents in the biomass infrastructure in
the region; the decision to cut the office would result in
a waste of investnent.

5:43:51 PM

JOHN  HARVEY, ALASKA PONER AND TELEPHONE, TOK (via
tel econference), spoke against cuts to the Tok forestry
of fice. He provided nunerous exanples of wildfires that had
occurred in recent years that could have threatened Tok
wi thout fire suppression service. He stressed that fire
mtigation had saved the school and other buildings. He
wanted to see the mtigation continued. He stressed that
wi thout fire suppression services it was only a matter of
time before the town burned.

5:45: 06 PM
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AMY CROZIER, SELF, TOK (via teleconference), spoke in
support of |ocal businesses. She spoke on behalf of other
busi ness owners in Tok. She vocalized concerns about cuts
that would inpact |ocal areas. She spoke against the
closure of the Tok Legislative Information Ofice and/or
consolidation of the Tok Division of Forestry office. She
enphasized that the actions would <create a loss of
enployment in the strained Tok econony; the |oss of
resources and services would have negative inpacts. She
beli eved any discussion about the Tok area budget should
i ncl ude consideration of an increase.

5:46:49 PM

ANTHONY LEE, TOP GRADE BUI LDERS, TOK (via tel econference),
spoke against cuts to the Tok Division of Forestry office.
He stated that wthout fire suppression spot fires could
get out of control and cost the state mllions of dollars.
He stated that during the fire season it would be too late
if the community had to wait for responders from @ ennallen
or Fairbanks. He stated that the forestry program supported
bi omass, fire renediation, and salvage |ogging jobs. He
shared that biomass was heating the district's school and
was saving a trenmendous anount of noney.

5:48: 13 PM

JEFF HERMANNS, SELF, TOK (via teleconference), testified
against cuts to the Tok Division of Forestry office. He
noted that Alaska had nearly one-third of the forest
resources of the entire U S ; however, it was at the
"bottom of the heap" when it came to utilization of forest
resources. He believed it was the definition of insanity in
light of Alaska's efforts to diversify its econony. He
remarked that the state currently had no plan to devel op
its forest resources. He believed business investnent in
the harvesting and processing of wood into value-added
products would create wealth. He stressed the inportance of
having "boots on the ground." He observed that many of the
proposed cuts would elimnate those positions. He discussed
investnment in the local tinber industry in recent years. He
asserted that the way the state fought wildfires needed to
change; currently the state inported firefighters from out-
of -state. He affirned that Al aska dollars needed to be kept
in Al aska.

5:50: 24 PM
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WADE PARRISH, SELF, SITKA (via teleconference), spoke
against cuts to one-tine education funds passed the prior
year. He asked the conmmttee to reconsider restoration of
t he funds.

5:51:16 PM
AT EASE

6: 06: 08 PM
RECONVENED

NSTATEW DE OFF- NET

6: 06: 15 PM

TOM  SUNDERLAND, OCEAN BEAUTY  SEAFQOODS, SEATTLE (via
tel econference), asked the commrittee to keep cuts to Al aska
Seaf ood Marketing Institute (ASM) as mniml as possible.
He stated that the cuts would disproportionately hit the
donmestic program due to the structure of ASM's budget. He
di scussed that fisheries export markets had never been in
worse shape. He spoke to the reasons for a decline. He
relayed that Norway and Russia were both putting extra
marketing efforts into the US.; the strong dollar nade
their products cheaper to inmport into the US. He
enphasi zed growi ng business and protecting what the state
had.

6: 08: 43 PM

CALLIE  CONNERTON, UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA, JUNEAU (via
tel econference), voiced support for University of Al aska
funding. She spoke to her decision to pursue a career in
education and to nake Al aska her hone. She appreciated the
smal | classroons, tight knit group of students, and direct
access to Juneau. She spoke about the benefits at the
University of Al aska Southeast. She stated that anyone
could take a course at the wuniversity to continue their
education. She asked the commttee to support the budget
proposed by the governor. She stressed that education was
the state's future.

6: 10: 32 PM

JILLIAN  LUSH, SPROUT FAM LY  SERVI CES, HOVER (via
tel econference), spoke in support of early education
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services. She spoke in support of reinstating funds for
Best Begi nnings, Pre-K, and Parents as Teachers. She spoke
to evidence showing the effectiveness of early childhood
prograns. She referred to evidence showing that it was nore

effective to invest in high-quality wearly childhood
prograns than it was to renediate later in life. She
stressed that every dollar invested produced a 7 to 10
percent  annual return on investnment. She urged the

commttee to put the itens back in the budget.

6: 12: 34 PM

ANN DI XON, HOMER LIBRARY, HOVER (via teleconference),
testified in favor of the Online with Libraries program
She discussed that OA provided nuch benefit to Al askans.
She stated that the State of Alaska was ranked 49th for

internet service. She shared that a snmall investnment in OAL
| everaged millions of dollars in federal e-Rate funds. She
stressed that access to internet was essenti al to
functioning in the 21st century. She stated that

elimnating the funding would be short-sighted. She shared
that video conference equi pnent had been used for training
and other. She spoke in support of reinstating funds for
Best Beginnings. She highlighted the inportance of early

literacy skills. She provided exanples of pool i ng
resour ces.
6:15: 05 PM
TI NA HOLLAND, FORMER EDUCATOR, FAI RBANKS (via

tel econference), voiced support for University of Al aska
funding. She wunderstood the job the legislature had in
addressing the state's budget; however, she strongly
recommended a reconsideration of proposed cuts. She stated
that the university contributed to the econony on a large
scale. She stressed that the cuts would have a devastating
inmpact on the state's economy. She spoke to problens of
retention and recruitnent that would result and would
further conplicate the issue. She advised that the
| egislature partner with the university on itens such as
al ternate energy sources and ot her.

6:17:47 PM

POSI E BOGGS, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), urged
support for interpreter services for deaf people, Medicaid
expansion, and literacy support. She recomended cutting
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capital projects like the legislature had done in 1984
t hrough 1986. She asked the legislature to reallocate from
areas that did not negatively inpact people. She believed
the notto should be "do no harmto the flesh of Al askans."
She expressed dismay at the process of the education cuts.
She stated that there had been a | ack of open, honest, and
honorabl e discussion in the process that produced the
pr oposed educati on cuts. She el abor at ed t hat t he
| egi sl ature could provide cuts to education. She stressed
the inportance of fully funding Al aska's education per the
constitution.

6: 20: 37 PM

MELANI E LESH, SELF, QGUSTAVUS (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting

She asked the commttee to retain the 16.5 percent cut
proposed by the governor. She relayed that additional cuts
woul d threaten the ability to provide Gustavus with radio
service. She stressed the inportance of public broadcasting
to rural comunities. She comunicated that public
broadcasting connected Alaska conmmunities and provided
news, weather, and other vital comrunications. She inplored
the commttee to prevent cutting radio further. She asked
the commttee to consider a state inconme tax or to
institute a sales tax. She voiced opposition to funding
cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway System

6:23:11 PM

RACHEL PARKS, GUSTAVUS VI SI TOR S ASSCCI ATI ON, GUSTAVUS (vi a
tel econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to the
Al aska Marine H ghway System She stressed the inportance
of the service for residents and businesses. She relayed
that the comunity relied on the ferry for transportation
of visitors and freight. She discussed that the comunity's
primary source of incone canme from tourism She encouraged
the conmttee to carefully consider how cuts to the ferry
system woul d i npact small, water-bound communities.

6:25:32 PM

TODD PETTIT, SO L AND WATER CONSERVATI ON DI STRI CTS, MAT-SU
(via teleconference), spoke in favor of restoring funding
for the Departnent of Natural Resources Conservation Board.
He indicated that the board was appointed by the governor
and was responsible for putting forth regulations. The
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funding had been elimnated, which took away from operating
funds of all Soil and Water Conservation Districts. He
stated that for every $1.00 received from the state the
districts received $10 in federal noney.

6: 28: 27 PM

PAMELA SAMASH, SELF, NENANA (via teleconference), relayed
that she had provided witten testinony to the conmttee
She noted that her testinony included thoughts on how the
| egi sl ature could save the state noney.

6:29: 24 PM

VICTORIA MARTIN, SELF, ANCHORACE (via teleconference),
spoke in favor of restoring funding for senior benefits
prograns. She shared that her inconme was below the federa
poverty level. The senior benefits program provided her
with food and housing. She enphasized that the proposal to
cut the program left people devastated. She comunicated
that nedications that had ©previously been $2.00 had
increased to $3.50, which was significant for |owincone
seniors. She inplored the commttee to nmintain the
benefits at the current |evel.

6: 30: 56 PM

SARAH REDMON, SELF, ANCHORACGE (via teleconference), urged
the conmttee to add 23 positions to the Ofice of
Children's Services within the Departnent of Health and
Social Services. Additionally, she requested $210,000 in
education and training voucher funds. She shared that she
had spent 8 years in foster care and had noved through 16
different foster hones in the state. She had 12 siblings
who had all been raised in foster care in Al aska. She had
recently "aged-out"™ of foster care on her 21st birthday.
She was struggling to gain her independence. She shared
that her brothers and sisters were still in foster care
every day she worried about whether their needs were being
met .

6: 32: 05 PM

MARG E WALKER, UNI VERSITY REPRESENTATIVE, GRAYLING (via
tel econference), voiced support for University of Al aska
funding. She pointed out the wuniversity has helped nany
rural students over the years. She did not want to see cuts
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in the university's budget. She thanked the commttee for
its tinme.

6:32: 50 PM

RACHEL BEDSWORTH, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke on behalf of funding for the Ofice of Child Services
(OCS). She reported that she had been in foster care for
eleven years and lived in forty-five different foster
homes. She continued to share her personal experience as a
foster youth. She asked that the legislature add twenty-
three positions to the OCS and $210 thousand to the
education and training voucher. She thanked the commtted
for hearing her testinony.

6: 33: 30 PM

LESLIE WALLS. UNI VERSI TY OF  ALASKA, FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), voiced support for University of Alaska
funding and for funding for Best Beginnings. She indicated
her disapproval of the cuts to the wuniversity's budget
pr oposed by t he House Fi nance subconm ttee by
Representative W Ison. She suggested that the university
generated revenues. She urged support for all levels of
education and asked that the budget decrenents returned to
the levels set forth in Governor Walker's anended version
of budget.

6:35: 01 PM

LEE MARTIN, SELF, HOVER (via teleconference), testified in
support of funding for Medicaid for the elderly of Al aska
He relayed sonme of his famly history. He urged funding
support for the elderly. He felt that the elderly in Al aska
needed full funding.

6: 36: 34 PM

AVMANDA  METI EVER, FACI NG FOSTER CARE, ANCHORAGE (vi a
tel econference), relayed her experience as a previous
foster child, and as a current foster parent. She cited
sone foster care statistics. She urged support in
i ncreasi ng the nunber staff positions at the OCS

6: 37: 27 PM
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PAUL SCHEWFELT, KZPA RADI O AND THE CI TY MANAGER, FORT YUKON
(via teleconference), urged the comrttee to restore
funding for public broadcasting. He discussed the benefits
of the radio station including using the radio station as a
tool for search and rescue mssions. He continued to
provi de exanples of the use of the radio station as a tool.
He expected cuts but asked to restore the funding for
public broad casting.

6: 40: 07 PM

BOBBI E JAMES, SELF, FORT YUKON (via teleconference), urged
the commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting
She reviewed the nultiple contributions of public radio.
She requested restored funding and suggested additional
fundi ng. She explained that the radio was used as a safety
measure to provide information concerning ice conditions,
weat her updates, and flood warnings. She concluded by
asking nenbers to consider the inportance of public
br oadcast i ng.

6:42: 36 PM

CINDY HTE, SELF, WLLOW (via teleconference), spoke on
behalf of snow track funding for trails in the State of
Al aska. She believed the funds were not in the budget. She
suggested it was an oversight. She relayed that the trails
were w dely used not only for recreational use but to
travel to and from work. She would like to see finding
restored in the budget.

6: 44: 38 PM

LI TZI BOTELLO, SELF, PORT PROTECTION (via teleconference),
urged the <commttee to restore funding for public
broadcasting. She opined that public radio was a vital link
to the communities near Petersburg. She stated that the
radio was the only nmeans of getting news. She was
appreciative of the energency information provided. She
relayed the challenges the community has and felt that
public radio was essential. She urged the legislature to
keep public radio.

6:47:43 PM

LEE TENHOFF, SELF, HOMER (via teleconference), spoke in
support of funding senior care. He nentioned reeval uating
the system of Medicaid. He tal ked about a cultural denia
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of the plight of seniors and other itenms. He stated that
when peopl e asked for help there needed to be an answer. He
referenced the constitution and a section that stated that
the legislature should provide for the pronotion and
protection of public health and public welfare. He wanted
funding increased for nedical care.

6: 50: 00 PM

PETER ANDREWS, MAYOR, MOUNTAI N VI LLAGE (via
tel econference), wurged support for revenue sharing. He
voiced the needs of the village for additional funding
i ncluding nonies for education as well as for village safe
water. He encouraged the committee to keep funding of
revenue sharing at its current |evel.

6:51: 59 PM

JEFF KOWCHEE, CTY MANAGER, MOUNTAI N VI LLAGE (via
t el econf erence), urged support for continued revenue
sharing at its current |evel or at an increased |evel.

6: 52: 18 PM

JENNI FER ANDERSQON, BOARD MEMBER, DELTA | MAG NATI ON LI BRARY,
DELTA JUNCTION (via teleconference), spoke in support of
full funding for Pre-K programs and best beginnings. She
outlined the function and benefits of the 1magination
Li brary Program which was funded in part wth Best
Begi nni ngs noni es. She opined that the early investnment in
children would save the state noney in the future. She
t hanked the commttee for its tine.

6: 53: 38 PM

PETER HCEPFNER, BOARD MEMBER AND PARENT, CORDOVA SCHOCOL
DI STRI CT, CORDOVA (via t el econference), support ed
reinstating the one-time funding for education. He also
advocated for full funding for early |earning prograns. He
spoke in favor of the Teacher Mentoring Program and
br oadband f undi ng. He nment i oned t he uni ntentiona
consequences of the proposed cuts. Also, he clainmed that
cutting the AVHS would cause nore costs to the school
districts and hurt the economies of the small towns in
Al aska that the ferry system served.

6: 55: 01 PM
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PATTY OLMSTEAD, MANAGER, NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPCRATI ON
| NFANT LEARNI NG PROGRAM NOME (via teleconference), spoke
in support of reinstating funds for Best Beginnings and
Parents as Teachers. She stressed the inportance of early
learning and literacy. She stressed that elimnating these
prograns would be devastating to Nonme and sone of the
surrounding communities. She relayed a recent event in
which children were able to select and take a book hone.
She also discussed the benefit of the Parent as Teachers
program that allowed parents to help their children with
| earning at home. She thanked the commttee for hearing her
testinmony and for providing a tinme to testify after norma

wor k hours.

6:57: 06 PM

DAVI D BRI GHTON, PRESI DENT, KENAI EDUCATI ON ASSOCI ATI ON AND
PARENT, KENAI (via teleconference), urged the commttee to
keep its funding for education. He relayed that he was
aware of the budget challenges in the current year but had
heard that experts did not believe the fiscal crisis was
tenporary. He encouraged the Ilegislature to keep the
prom se it nmade the previous year to fund education.

6: 58:15 PM

VENDY BURKE, SELF, JUNEAU (via tel econference), spoke in
support of reinstating funds for early Ilearning prograns
i ncl udi ng, Best Beginnings, Parents as Teachers, and Pre-K
prograns. She relayed her experience with her children and
spoke to the benefits she and her children have received
She indicated that the program was very special to her. She
asked for continued funding for the early |earning
prograns. She thanked the commttee for |istening.

6:59:47 PM

HUGH BROWN, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via tel econference), urged the
commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting. He
also asked legislators to look at the benefits nmade
possi ble through SB 8 [a bill related to the regulation and
production of industrial henp]. He also encouraged keeping
the film tax credits. He was aware of the tough decisions
| egislators would have to nmake. He encouraged testifiers to
work with their legislators. He also asked the committee to
consider people wth disabilities. He expressed his
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appreciation to comrmittee nmenbers for taking the tine to
listen to his testinony.

7:01:49 PM

RACHEL HARRI SON, SELF, WLLOW (via teleconference), spoke
in opposition to funding the Susitna-Wtana Hydroelectric
Project. She stated that she had recently heard a report
from the Al aska Energy Authority (AEA) that it intended to
nove forward on the dam project. She felt that the nopney
intended for the project would be nuch better spent on
progranms that would help Al askans save nobney on their
energy bills and reduce energy use like the Honme Energy
Rebat e Program or Watherization Program She believed that
the Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric Project was a conplete
wast e of noney. She thanked the comm ttee.

7:03:15 PM

JOHN DART, FARMER, MANLY HOT SPRINGS (via tel econference),
spoke in support of the Farm To-school program adm nistered
within the Dvision of Agriculture. He expressed his
reasoning for continued funding. He <clained that it
provi ded equitable division of resources. He wanted to be
sure to continue to provide fresh food to kids in school
He believed farmng was not only a way to feed children,
but that is was a way of teaching children how to fish and
grow their own food. He believed it was inportant to becone
less reliant on oil. He asked the legislature to reinvest
the $500 thousand that was renoved from the budget back
into the Farmto- School Program

7: 05: 31 PM

HALL SHEPARD, PRESIDENT, CENTER FOR WATER ADVOCACY, HOMVER
(via teleconference), testified in support of funding for
the ferry system public broadcasting, and early educati on.
He opposed funding for the Susitna Dam Project and the
Grant Lake Hydro Project. He thanked the commttee for its
time.

7:07:44 PM

JENNI FER WOOLEY, SELF, ANCHORACGE (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for Medicaid expansion. She
indicated that she was a young health care professional.
She felt that citizens should have access to high quality
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health care. She believed that Medicaid expansion would
provide the needed access of folks in Alaska. As she
considered her career and community she felt |ike Al aska
with Medicaid and Alaska wthout Medicaid were two
drastically different |andscapes. She hoped that |awrakers
woul d ensure access to health care for all of their
constituents. She thanked the commttee for the opportunity
to testify.

7:09: 09 PM

JOHANNA HERRON, SELF, PALMER (via teleconference), urged
that all agriculture related program funding be reinstated.
She furthered that all agriculture related funding should
be doubled, not just restored. She provided a |list of
reasons for her recomendation and thanked the conmttee
for its tine.

7:10: 13 PM

REG NA MANTEUSEL, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
spoke in support of HB 20 [a bill that would limt the
application of neonicotinoid pesticides]. She also Iiked

the Farmto-School Program She believed the state should
opt out of the $35 million spending for the University of
Al aska Anchorage. She urged the state to be proactive
regarding cancer. She spoke in favor of statewide filns
about obesity and cancer. She indicated she was in support
of funding for Medicaid expansion. She thought that nedical
i nsurance should cover CBD [ cannabi noi d] made from
marijuana. She relayed a story about nedical nmarijuana. She
also believed in fully funding Safe Harbor and Best
Beginnings with the stipulation that the books used would
be nmade by Alaskan artists. She opined that the state
needed to fully fund locally nade filnms which she
qualified. She also wanted the court system cleaned up and
agreed with the changes in the court system She asserted
that there were corrupt judges in Al aska. She thanked the
comm ttee.

7:12: 30 PM

LI SA HOLLEN, SELF, PALMER (via teleconference), Supported
funding for Traumatic Brain Injury. She was representing
hersel f and ot her Bur net t Brain Injury people. She
advocated for continued funding for Access Al aska. She
shared her own experience with Traumatic brain injury. She
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cited statistics regarding incarceration of traumatic brain
injury individuals. She believed that Access Al aska
provided a resource to share with others who have suffered
from traumatic brain injuries. She asked that t he
| egi sl ature keep Access Al aska funded as well as committing
to Medicaid expansion. She thanked the commttee for
allowing her to testify.

7:15: 02 PM

Kevin Hite, President, Al aska State Snowrobile Association

Anchorage{ spoke in favor of the continued allocation of
the Departnment of Mtor Vehicle collected fees to the snow
track, snow nobile prograns adm nistered by the Departnent
of Natural Resources (DNR). He provided sone history about
the snow track point of sale registration program The
funds that were generated by the program had been
reall ocated to DNR and the snow track board to support the
infrastructure for over 20 years. The fees were self-
inposed and were therefore a neutral revenue source of
funding. He reconmmended turning the self-inposed fees back
into the snowrobile conmunity. He continued to discuss the
sel f-inposed fees and reenphasi zed the inportance of making
sure the funds get reallocated to overseeing the prograns.

Co- Chair Neuman comented that he would look into it.

7:17: 00 PM

THEDA  PI TTMAN, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference),
comented that she had hoped that the first cuts would take
place in programs and divisions |acking efficiency. She
di sagreed with the proposed changes to the judiciary. She
suggested that | egi slators think  about changes in
procedures and process going forward. She was disturbed in
wat chi ng Gavel - To- Gavel that things appeared to be business

as usual. She proposed exercising restraint. In regards to
the operating budget she advocated |ooking for sinplicity.
She wondered why there was a need for so many |icense

plates and why cuts were being made to so many senior
support services. She opined that it was time to discuss
increases in revenue. She thanked the commttee for its
time.

7:19:51 PM
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KELLY DREW PROFESSOR, UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA, FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), voiced support for University of Al aska
fundi ng. She recogni zed the daunting task of decreasing the
budget. She tal ked about noving away from a non-diverse
econony. She suggested |ooking towards new industries. The
idea of l|osing students was devastating. She encouraged
support of the wuniversity and strategic investnents to
avoid further oil dependence.

7:22:20 PM

KATHERYN  CROVLEY, PARENT AND HOVER EARLY CH LDHOCD
COALI TION, HOMER (via teleconference), spoke in support of
reinstating funds for Best Beginnings and Parents as
Teacher. She spoke of the value of both prograns. She
tal ked about the community of Homer and the prograns
positively affecting Homer. She thought the community woul d
really suffer wthout the support of the prograns. She
urged reducing the proposed cuts to the early 1|earning
prograns and thanked the commttee for the opportunity to
testify.

7:25:38 PM

SHI RLEY CLEAVER, SELF, GALENA (via teleconference), urged
the committee to restore funding for public broadcasting

She pointed out how the comunity used the radio as a
lifeline. She provided an exanple of a recent flooding
incident in which public radio was used as a warni ng system
to residents. She truly believed in the value of public
radi o. She al so spoke in support of the Parents as Teachers
program She appreci ated having the opportunity to testify.

7:27: 10 PM

ANNI E SI LVERVAN, UNI VERSI TY OF ALASKA FAI RBANKS, FAI RBANKS
(via teleconference), spoke in support of the Farns to
School Program She felt that a focus on educating children
about agriculture and local foods. She asked that the
| egi sl ature fund the program

7:28: 39 PM

GARY BROWN, VICE PRESIDENT, ANCHORAGE SNOW MOBILE CLUB
PALMER (via tel econference), discussed the line itemin the
budget regarding the snow track registration funds going
back to the trails as has been the case in the past. He
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indicated that it was a fully funded, self-supporting
revenue stream He appreciated the opportunity to testify.

Co- Chair Neuman noted that the funds were normally included
in the capital budget, but for whatever reason they were
not in Governor Wl ker's proposed budget for capital. He
woul d ook into the matter.

7:29: 55 PM

PAULA HATFI ELD- BAUER, SELF, SEWARD (via teleconference),
spoke in support of reinstating the governor's budget for
early childhood education. She relayed that for every
dollar spent on early childhood issue, $20 was saved for
other costs across the |Iifespan. She discussed the
i nportance of |anguage developnent for <children. She
mentioned a study that showed that children from nore
af fl uent backgrounds had 30 thousand nore words in their
vocabulary at an wearly age. She suggested that Best
Begi nnings and Parents as Teachers were prograns that had
the sane effect. She tal ked about her son's experience wth
infant | earning. She appreciated the chance to testify.

7:31:26 PM

DELLA CHENEY, SELF, JUNEAU (via teleconference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway
System She shared that she had a hone in Kake and used the
ferry often as an affordable way to travel in Southeast
She nentioned the expensive <cost of air travel. She
el aborated that the ferry brought in food and other
supplies to the community of Kake.

7: 33: 43 PM

PAUL HUPPERT, SELF, PALMER (via teleconference), spoke
agai nst budget cuts to the Division of Agriculture. He
shared that he had grown vegetables for fifty years. He
provided information about the brand he sold in grocery
stores. He was concerned that budget cuts could inhibit the
growers' ability to go through inspections needed for
selling produce in markets. Hi s biggest concern was about
mai ntaining certification. He stressed that the state
should be doing nore to help growers in Alaska to obtain
the latest technology to control problenms. Currently the
university research was alnost at zero. The sector did not
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have the information necessary for marketing. He stated
that the Al askan Grown program had been successf ul

7:36:39 PM

KATRINA HOWE, STUDENT, UNI VERSITY OF ALASKA FAI RBANKS,
FAI RBANKS (via tel econference), voi ced support for
University of Alaska funding. She stated that the
university was a great resource wth nmany great prograns.
She believed it was essential for people to receive a good
quality education. She stressed that the wuniversity had
been cut to the marrow in its budget. She had w tnessed a
drastic reduction in the quality of teaching due to the
need for fewer teachers to <cover nore classes. She
di scussed that UAF was a research canpus; research grants
brought in overhead to pay for university upkeep and
things. She shared that one of her professors had paid for
three-quarters of his 15-year salary through grants. She
asked the commttee to consider an increase in funding.

7:38:42 PM

VERONI CA SLAJER, ALASKA NATIVE ARTS FOUNDATI ON, ANCHORAGE
(via teleconference), relayed that the conpany was an
econom ¢ devel opnent organi zation that focused on markets
for Native art. She shared that the prior vyear the
organi zation had purchased alnost 800 pieces of art
statewi de. The conpany provided marketing and business
training for artists in rural conmunities. She elaborated
that in the past the conpany had a grant wthin the
Department of Commerce, Community and Econom c Devel opnent;
the grant had once been about $500,000, but it had been
reduced over tine. She communicated that cuts would
conpletely elimnate the program She asked the commttee
to reconsider reinstating sone of the funding.

7:42:26 PM

ANDY HOLLEMAN, ANCHORAGE EDUCATI ON ASSCOCI ATI ON, ANCHORAGE
(via teleconference), spoke in support of education
funding. He relayed that the district had been cutting
positions for multiple years. He voiced that any additional
cuts would conme from core areas or programs with a proven
track record. He requested that the |egislature keep the
promse it made to education the prior year. He asked the
committee to reconsider funding the one-time funds passed
t he previous year.
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7:44:11 PM

SUE STEI NACHER, NOVE EMERGENCY SHELTER TEAM NOMVE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of funding for Al aska Lega

Services. She stressed that [|owincone people in rural

Al aska woul d have no access to | egal gui dance
representation w thout the |ongstanding services of Al aska
Legal Services. She questioned where small nonprofits would
send people who cane to themwith |egal problens they were
not equi pped or certified to help wth. She stressed that
i ncreased funding was needed to help individuals at the | ow
end of the economc |adder. She stated that everyone was
not born to a level playing field. She stated that services
| i ke Al aska Legal Services extended both state and federa

constitutional legal rights to those nost in need, with the
| east access. She urged the conmttee to restore funding
for public broadcasting.

7:46: 50 PM

STEVE PARI ZEK, SNOVAD SNOWACHI NE  CLUB, HOVER (via
tel econference), asked for funds to be released from the
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT) to
the Departnment of Parks and Qutdoor Recreation to fund the
snow track program He was not asking for noney; the
program was self-funded through snow machine registration.
The noney went to DOT and it was supposed to transfer it to
the Departnment of Parks and Recreation, which grooned
trails, posted signs, and provided safety prograns. He
relayed that there had previously been two to four search
and rescue operations per year; however, once trails were
grooned search and rescue cases had decreased to one every
three to four years. He enphasized that there were nmany
busi nesses relying on the systens statewide. He reiterated
his request for a restoration of funds.

7:48:40 PM

FRED STURMAN, SELF, SOLDOTNA (via teleconference), believed
government enployees should take a cut in salary. He
di scussed that 2,000 enpl oyees had been added. He suggested
making cuts to the Division of Mtor Vehicles (DW) given
many contract stations around the state. He recomended
contracting out for road maintenance. He discussed |arge
salary increases each vyear that were outrageous. He
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di scussed increases for school enployees due to an increase
in insurance costs.

7:50:47 PM

SOPHI A ARMSTRONG, HAI NES EDUCATI ON ASSOCI ATI ON, HAINES (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of funding for education.
She highlighted that her school was one of the top 300
schools in the nation; however, wth budget cuts the school
would not be able to maintain its success. She had put in
extra unpaid tine at work in the current week. She stressed
that if cuts continued eventually all people would be able
to do was the bear mninum to keep their jobs. She asked
the commttee to consider the funding plan that had been
adopted the previous year.

7:52: 09 PM

RI CHARD WEBB, SELF, FOX (via teleconference), testified in
support of Centers for |Independent Living grants. The
centers served the nost vulnerable populations including
el derly and people with disabilities. He wanted to see the
governor's budget showing a 13.2 percent cut fully funded.
He advised that a cut to the program may result in
additional residents in assisted living, which would be nore
costly for the state.

7:53: 42 PM

ELLEN STORY, SPECI AL EDUCATI ON TEACHER, JUNEAU (via
tel econference), testified in support of the reinstatenent
of one-time grant funds for Juneau schools. She detailed
that the district had been faced with making continual cuts
to the budget on an annual basis. As a result, her
casel oads had increased, which made it harder to provide
each student with the individual attention they needed. She
stated that it was difficult to imagine providing services
wi th additional cuts.

7:54: 33 PM

PAULA A AUQUE, ALASKA FARM BUREAU, PALMVER (via
tel econference), spoke against cuts to the Division of
Agri cul ture. She enphasized the inportance of t he
i nspection service. Additionally, in order to sell to
grocery stores, Alaskan farns were required to have good
handling and inspection practices. The Farm to School
Program had been instrunental in pronoting the use of
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Al askan produce to schools (food that was healthier and
fresher). She believed it was inportant to maintain the
state's ability to produce crops. She relayed that the
state's potato crop could be easily wiped out if it was not
protected from diseases that could be transported from the
Lower 48. She stated that marketing was equally inportant.

7:56: 27 PM

KYLEE SINGH, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), spoke
against funding for the proposed Susitna-Watana dam She
wanted to see the $33 million renoved from the project and
distributed to education, transportation, and other areas
where fundi ng was sorely needed.

7:57:22 PM

JOAN DI AMOND, SELF, ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), asked
the conmttee to restore funding to public education and
Medi caid expansion. She felt both itenms were norally
i nperative

7:57:54 PM

PATRICIA WNNERS, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference),
voiced support for University of Alaska funding. She
reasoned that if the university was weakened too much, it
may flounder at a tinme when education was the only thing
that would help the state's youth prepare for future jobs
in technology and other. She stated that if the goal was to
have students choose to attend the university it could not
be behind. She asked the commttee to ensure that the
university was funded at the needed |evel.

8:00:10 PM

JAMES DWER, SELF, KETCHH KAN (via teleconference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway
System He shared that ferry runs to Bellingham and Prince
Rupert were the only way for his famly to get out of the
community. He conpared the cuts to ferry service to
shutting the Richardson or Seward Hi ghways; there was no
other way for himto get out of Ketchikan.

8: 00: 45 PM

House Fi nance Conmmittee 52 03/05/15 1: 02 P. M



MARJORI E DWYER, SELF, KETCH KAN (via teleconference),
voi ced opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine
H ghway System She stressed that there was no way to | eave
Ketchikan with a vehicle without the ferry. She suggested
closing the Richardson or Seward H ghways down to one day
per week. She suggested not paying for repaving or snow
removal . She stressed that her famly paid to get out of
Ketchikan on the ferry. She stated that the ferry was
vital; it was wused by tourists, but was not a tourist
attraction. She suggested a bridge or highway into Canada
if there was no ferry service.

8:02:14 PM
AT EASE

8:18: 05 PM
RECONVENED

BRI AN HOLST, DI RECTOR, JUNEAU ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT COUNCI L,
JUNEAU, advocated for funding for education. He spoke in
support of K-12 and early chil dhood education funding. He
stressed that the returns in early childhood devel opnment
provided the nost benefit for famlies. He detailed that
returns to investnments accrued primarily to the nost
di sadvantaged famlies. He provided statistics related to
the investnment in early childhood prograns and Pre-K. He
shared that for every $1.00 invested in early education,
$7.00 in costs were avoided later on in life.

8:20: 14 PM

CAROLYN WALTON, TEACHER, JUNEAU (via tel econference), spoke
in support of education funds. She asked for the
restoration of one-tinme grant funds for the Juneau School
District. She stated that each year the district had gone
t hrough budget cuts that had inpacted all students. She
relayed that it was difficult to fathom nore cuts wthout
the one-tine grant funds that had passed the previous year.
She el aborated that over the years the district's resources
had been depleted; the pupil to teacher ratio in sonme of
the kindergarten classes was 28 to 1. She shared that |ess
teachers nmeant less tinme spent individually with children.

8:22:13 PM
JONI  SCHARFENBERG, FAIRBANKS SO L AND WATER, TWO RI VERS
(via teleconference), testified against cuts to the

Division of Agriculture and the elimnation of the budget
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for NRCDB. She detailed that the prograns supported
Al aska's private |andowners and brought in private and
federal match dollars. She elaborated that the prograns
reached out to private |andowners who supported locally
grown food, food security, and other. She shared that the
Fai rbanks Soil and Water District had brought in over
$400,000 the prior year to from non-state sources to work
on natural resource projects. She did not believe the cuts
woul d be profitable. She believed soil and water districts
shoul d be recogni zed as an answer to budget shortfalls.

8:24:07 PM

STEPHEN SUEW NG, PARENT, JUNEAU (via tel econference), spoke
in support of reinstating funds for Best Beginnings and
Parents as Teachers. He testified on behalf of his young
sons who could not speak up for thenselves on education
funding. He relayed that the prograns had been very
meani ngful to his famly. He advocated for a restoration of
one-tinme education funds for K-12 education. An absence of
the funds would nmean a significant budget shortfall.

8:26:11 PM

LI NDA TOMRAK, SELF, UNALAKLEET (via tel econference), spoke
against a 40 percent cut to Alaska Legal Services. She
rel ayed that the agency provided |egal services for elders
and youth in all regions of the state. She detailed that
the agency provided wll preparation for elders ranging
fromthe age of 65 to 90 or so.

8:27:22 PM

JANET  JONES, FI RST COVENANT  CHURCH, ANCHORACGE (vi a
t el econf erence), spoke in favor of substance abuse
prevention prograns. She shared that five individuals had
testified in a recent community neeting at her church that
they had to go out of state for treatnent. The Minicipality
of Anchorage had promsed to commt funds and effort to
change the picture. She asserted that the |egislature nust
do its part as well. She stated that the legislature was
required by law to provide substance abuse funding and yet
Al aska had the reputation of one of the drunkest states in
the nation. She pointed out that it was in the state's best
interest to provide substance abuse treatnent. She stressed
that the cost to the state's econony in 2010 totaled $1.2
billion Ilost productivity, traffic accidents, crimna
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justice, protective services, health, public assistance,
and social services. She stressed that the nobney generated
from al cohol tax should be returned to the Minicipality of
Anchorage to deal with the problem

8:29: 21 PM

GEORG A BLUE, DI RECTOR, ALASKA NATIVE ARTS FOUNDATI ON,
ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), asked for a reinstatenent
of $300,000 for the foundation. The direct support to
Al askan Native artists generated a viability within rura
villages as well as statewide. She underscored that the
grant received from the state had been beneficial and was
extrenely inportant. She appreciated the commttee' s tine.

8:30: 56 PM

SELENA EVERSON, JUNEAU, SELF (via teleconference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway
System She discussed the negative inpacts the cuts would
have. She testified in support of funding for Medicaid
expansion. She stated that comunities that did not have
| obbyi sts speaking for them needed a fundi ng mechani sm She
reiterated her concern about cuts to AVHS. She thanked the
conmttee for its tine.

8:32:44 PM

GERALD HUGHES, SELF, KETCHI KAN (via tel econference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway
System He asked for continued funding at the present
| evel s for the AVHS from Sout heast Alaska to Prince Rupert
and Bellingham He believed it was vital to the Southeast
econony and to provide residents with the ability to travel
with vehicles. He supported any efforts to nmaintain current
servi ce.

8:33: 50 PM

TOM LANGDON, STUDENT, UNI VERSITY SYSTEM FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), voiced support for University of Al aska
funding. He understood that funding during the economc
reality was a challenge. Due to decreased funding he had
assuned the duties of his fornmer supervisor and another
col | eague. He stressed that the university invested in the
future of the state. He highlighted world-class research
prograns offered by the wuniversity. He stressed that
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information technology was beconmng nore instrumental to
the delivery of education. The university was a significant
resource to Al aska. He encouraged the conmttee to
reconsider funding the university at the governor's
proposed | evel.

8:36:19 PM

JAMES FERGUSON, SELF, NOVE (via teleconference), spoke in
opposition to a 40 percent cut to Al aska Legal Services. He
spoke to the inportance of the work done by the agency for
individuals in need. He detailed that the agency provided
an incredible amount of work on a very tight budget (that
included lower salaries for attorneys). He spoke to the
agency's goal s of reducing donestic violence and protecting
the health, safety, and famly stability of vulnerable
menbers of the comunity.

8:37:43 PM

DOLLY LAMONT, SELF, BETHEL (via teleconference), voiced
support for schools statew de. She stated that behind a
successful person was a great education. She stated that
children deserved a chance at an educati on.

8:38:21 PM

M KE M LLI GAN, SELF, KODI AK (via teleconference), spoke in
support of funding for the Legislative Information Ofices
(LIO. He stated that Kodiak was a politically astute
community with a diverse tax base. He discussed that years
earlier the legislature had deened that ballot initiatives
had to garner signatures from across the state. He believed
the LIOCs helped with the process. He wanted to ensure that
outlying areas were not disenfranchised. He spoke to the
i nportance of keeping outlying areas engaged. He shared
that in his experience if soneone was unable to get what
they wanted from the state they turned to the federal
government for help.

8:40: 20 PM

ANDREW  KELLER, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for Medicaid expansion. He
spoke against cuts to state parks that were already funded
at a low level conpared to other states. He urged the
commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting and
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energy efficiency. He believed the state could hold off on
| arge projects such as the Juneau Access and Anbler Road
projects, which would help the state to save in other ways.
He stressed the inportance of funding for education. He
understood the difficult position of the I|egislature, but
he believed it was necessary to take a |ook at what the
state was doing when the wuniversity system was cut. He
t hanked the comm ttee for its tine.

8:42: 28 PM

LILY HOPE, SELF, JUNEAU (via teleconference), testified in
favor of restoring funds for the Parents as Teachers, Best
Begi nnings, and the Inmagination Library. She shared that
she was the parent of three small children and a foster
parent of a 13-nonth old daughter. She urged the
| egislature to think hard about how the cuts would inpact
the state's children. She shared that she had been a foster
nmot her for six nmonths and had been dealing with all sorts
of trauma. She elaborated that when the baby canme into
their household she did not want to be held or put down and
she did not want to |ook at books. They had been unsure
where to turn. She stressed that her famly had been
referred to the Parents as Teachers program and after two
visits it had been |ife changing. She urged the conmttee
to think hard about how the prograns inpacted the state's
children who did not necessarily have support el sewhere.
She asked the commttee to do whatever it could. She
inmplored the commttee to restore funding to educati on.

8:44: 27 PM

MAUREEN HALL, ALASKA SCHOOL NURSE ASSCCI ATI ON, JUNEAU (via
t el econf erence), asked t he committee to prioritize
education funding and to restore the one-tine increnent for
K-12 students. She noted that Alaska had high rates of
children who had experienced trauma. She worked directly
with children and stressed that cuts to K-12 education
further stressed the very institutions that were serving
the students. She reasoned that it was easier to build up a
child than it was to repair an adult. She testified that
school nurses across the state supported Medicaid expansion
to inprove access to healthcare for the state's working
poor .

Co- Chair Neuman shared that 176 nenbers of the public had
testified during the day.
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HB 72 was HEARD and HELD in

consi der ati on.

HB 73 was HEARD and HELD in

consi der ati on.

#
ADJ QURNVENT

8:46: 32 PM

commttee for further

commttee for further

The neeting was adjourned at 8:46 p. m
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