1:12: 46 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair

HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 4, 2015
1:12 p.m

Neurman called the House Finance Commttee neeting

to order at 1:12 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative
Representati ve
Representati ve
Representative

VEMBERS ABSENT

None

ALSO PRESENT

Mar k Neuman, Co-Chair
St eve Thonpson, Co-Chair
Dan Saddl er, Vice-Chair
Bryce Edgnon

Les Gara

Lynn Gattis

David Guttenberg

Scott Kawasaki

Cat hy Munoz

Lance Pruitt

Tamm e W1 son

Representative Sam Kito Il11; Representative Dan Otiz in
t he audi ence.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Tom Saxt on, KBRW Radi o, Bar r ow, Peggy Cowan,
Superi nt endent , North Sl ope Borough School District,
Barrow, Mary Sage, North Slope Borough School District,
Barrow, Alys Osborn, KBRW Radi o, Barrow, GCeoff Carrol, KBRW
Radio, Barrow, Cyd Hanns, KBRW Radio, Barrow, Ethel
Pat kot ak, KBRW Radi o, Barrow, Lester E. Parks, Southwest
Region Schools, D llingham Susie Jenkins-Brito, Self,
DlIlingham  Steve Noonkesser, Associate Superintendent,
Sout hwest Regi on School s, D |'1'i ngham Davi d Pi azza,
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Sout hwest Regi on  School s, Di|'1'i ngham Danny  Frazier,
DiIlingham School District, D llingham Rebekah Fonkert,
| magi nation Library, D llingham Jenny Bennis, |nmagination
Li brary, Dillingham Robyn Chaney, Imagination Library,
DlIlingham Karen Carpenter, Services Coordinator, SAFE,
Dl lingham John Marx, Library, D llingham Kim WIIians,
Parent, Dillingham Jodi Sykes, Self, Dillingham Victor
Martin, Self, Fairbanks; Mary Segreti, Self, Fairbanks; Max
Honft, Self, Fairbanks; Warren Christian, Doyon Associ ated,
Fai rbanks; Scott Eickholt, Local 942 Laborers, Fairbanks;
Lance Roberts, Self, Fairbanks; Bryan Inus, Local 942,
Fai rbanks; John Plutt, Local 375, Fairbanks; Jereny Hol an,
Local 959, Fairbanks; Al onzo Young, Local 375, North Pole;
Al bert Pagh, Sel f, Fai r banks; D ane Preston, Sel f,
Fai r banks; Paul Reichart, Forner Educator, Fairbanks; David
Wthoff, Self, Fairbanks; Sue Sherif, Self, Fairbanks; Tom
Lamal, Self, Fairbanks; Wndy Dom nique, Fairbanks North
Star School District, Fairbanks; Theresa WIIlianms, Self,
Fai r banks; Jennifer Jolis, Breadline Inc., Fai r banks;
Sandra Kawal ski, Assistant Superintendent, Fairbanks School
District, Fairbanks; Laura Volnert, Self, Fairbanks; Alysha
Chi | ds, Executive Director, North Star Youth Court,
Fai rbanks; Allison Baldock, Board President North Star
Youth Court, Fairbanks; John Ferree, Assistant Business

Manager , | BEW Fai r banks; Kirsten MG aw, Sel f / Deaf
| ndi vi dual , Fairbanks; Taber Rehbaum Arctic Alliance,
Fai r banks; Wendel | Wi st 1 er, Tr ai ni ng Coor di nat or,
Kornfield Training, Fairbanks; WMaggie Matos, Self/ Deaf
| ndi vi dual , Fairbanks; Varnell Allen, Interpreter, Hands

Hel ping Hearts, Fairbanks; Joe Hardenbrook, Ofice of the
Mayor, Fairbanks North Star Borough, Fairbanks; Don G ay,
Sel f, Fairbanks; Doug Tansy, President, Fairbanks Central

Labor Council, Fai rbanks; Walter Robinson, | BEW 1547,
Fai r banks; Sue Hul I, Sel f, Fai r banks; Kel vin Lee,
Pr esi dent, No Limts, I nc., Fai r banks; Judi Mor ack,
Regi stered MNurse, National Alliance on Mental 111lness,

Fai rbanks; Mke Prax, Self, North Pole; Janet Cobb,
Executive Director, Technol ogy Departnent, Fairbanks School
District, Fairbanks; Andy Harrington, Self, Fairbanks;
Brenda Stanhil, Self, Fairbanks; Roger Burggraf, Self,
Fai r banks; Jazzanne CGordon-Fretwel |, North Star Youth
Court, Fairbanks; Afuat Denobla, Al aska Legal Services,
Fai rbanks; Cheryl Kilgore, Executive Director, Interior
Community Health Centers, Fairbanks; WII| Putman, Forestry
Director, Tanana Chiefs Conference, Fairbanks; Charles
Mason, Teacher, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks;
Gil Gllou, Self, Fai rbanks; Steve Masterman, Self,
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Fai rbanks; Darlene Supplee, Executive Director, Fairbanks
Senior Center, Fairbanks; Barry Donnellan, Self, Fairbanks;
John O Brien, Sel f, Fai r banks; Doreen Schenkenber ger,
Executive Director, Partners for Progress, Anchorage; Doug
Walrath, Director, Northwestern Al aska Career and Techni cal
Cent er (NACTEQ) , None; Marguerite LaRiviere, Li brary
Director, Keogoyah Kogza Library, Nome; Alana Tousighant,
Chi ni ak Public Library, Chiniak; Sue Baker, Chiniak Public
Li brary, Chiniak; George Pierce, Self, Kasilof; Kathy
Hanson, KYUK, Bethel; Rick Robb, Myor, Bethel; Mchelle
Dewitt, KYUK, Bethel; N cholas Hoover, Social Services
Director for Association of Village Council Presidents
(AVCP), Bethel; John Mlintyre, Tenporary Assistance for
Needy Fam lies (TANF) Director, AVCP, Bethel; Susan Mirphy,
KYUK, Bethel; Any Marshall, Director Craig Public Library,
Craig; John Holst, Superintendent, Denali School District,
Heal y; Rob  CGol dber g, Chair, Hai nes Borough Pl anni ng
Conmi ssion, Haines; Jennifer G bbins, Cordova Chanber of
Commer ce, Cordova; Steve G aves, N cholas Backdoor Conpany,
Cor dova; Kendra Apodaca, Cordova |magination Library,
Cordova; David d asen, Coach, Cordova |ceworm Swi m Team
Cordova; Curt Herschleb, Self, Cordova; Barclay Kopchak,
Sel f, Cor dova; David (Qness, Sel f, Cor dova; Randy
Robertson, City Manager, City of Cordova, Cordova; Deborah
Eckl ey, Self, Cordova; Steven Angasan, Executive Director
of Sout hwest Al aska Vocational Education Center (SAVEQ),
King Salnon; Annette Skarhus, Technical Director of the
Bering Strait School District, Unal akleet; Phyllis Swetzof,
Acting Cty Mnager, St. Paul Island; John Strasenburgh,
Sel f, Tal keetna; Ruth wood, Self, Talkeetna; Pearl Brower,

President, Illisagvik College, Barrow, Ben d over, Dean of
Community and Workforce Developnent, Illisagvik College,
Barrow, Sally Dybdahl, School Board Menber, Hoonah City
School District, Hoonah; Bill H I, Superintendent, Bristol

Bay Borough School District; James Squyers, Self, Delta
Jucti on; Panel a Goode, Sel f, Delta Junction; M sty
Fitzpatrick, City Admnistrator, Cof fman  Cove; Bri an
Okonek, Sel f, Tal keet na; Robin G ay, Superi nt endent ,
Yakut at School District; Scott Hahn, City nmanager, Skagway;
John Tronrud, Owner, Whitehouse Bed and Breakfast, Skagway;
Wendy Anderson, Skagway Convention and Visitor's Bureau;
Jacqui Taylor, President, Golden Circle Chapter, AK Tourism
| ndustry Association, Skagway; Chris Valentine, Owner,
Sergeant Preston's Lodge, Skagway; Paul Reichert, Tenpsco
Hel i copter, Inc., Skagway; Mark Schaffer, WMyor, Skagway;
Katie Fry, Self, Anaktuvuk Pass; PJ Ford Slack, Interim
Superi nt endent, Hoonah School District, Hoonah; Joe Pl esha,
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Trident Seafoods, Seattle; Carolyn Sayer, Self, Talkeetna;
Ellen Wolf, Self, Talkeetna; WMlIlly Wod, Self, Chase;
Sarah Hanuske-Ham lton, Interim Superintendent, Iditarod
School District, Gayling; Doug Snmth, Self, Talkeetna;
Mark Vi nk, Business Manager, Bering Strait School District,
Unal akl eet; Steve Atwater, Vice President, K-12 Qutreach,
Uni versity of Al aska, Fai r banks; Nor ma Hol ngaar d,
Superintendent, Yupiit School District, Akiachak; Mathew
Allen, Self, MGath; Anthony Craval ho, Maniilaq Governnent

Council, Kotzebue; Cara Henry, Kotzebue Public Radio,
Kot zebue; WIIli Prittie, Self, Sunshine; El enor Henke,
Sel f, Sunshine; Diane Brown, Self, Denali National Park;
Benjamin Brown, Self, Denali National Park; Bill Thomas,

Self, Haines; Naom Norvack, Self, MGath; Norm Carson,
Pel i can Chanber of Commerce, Pelican; Jackie Ray, Self,
Sol dot na; Randal | John Rosencrans, Self, Galena; Rob Brown,
Sel f, Ruby; Marla Howard, Self, Kake; Barbara Mannix, Self,
Tal keetna; Gete Perkins, Self, Talkeetna; Jack Wl sh,
Superintendent, Craig School District, Craig; Witney
Wl ff, Chai r, Tal keetna Conmmunity Council, Tal keet na;
Heat her Leba, Self, Talkeetna; Janet Balice, None Public
Schools, None; Luisa Mchuca, Northwestern Alaska Career
and Technical Center (NACTEC), None; Angie Gorn, President
and CEO Norton Sound Health Corporation (NSHC), None;
Mat hew M chels, Nonme Eskinmo Conmmunity, None; Debi Bal dw n,
Child Devel opnent Director, Rural CAP, Nonme; Brian Merritt,
Wangell Fish and Gane Advisory Committee, Wangell; Jeff
Jabusch, Borough Manager, City and Borough of Wangell,
Wangell; Ruth Stough, Self, Wangell; Patrick Mayer,
Superintendent, Wangell Public Schools, Wangell; Mchelle
Galla, Self, Wangell; Zach Fansler, Councilman, Gty of
Bet hel, Bethel; Kara Johnson, Self, Cordova; Kathy Leary,
Wor kf orce Devel opnent Trai ni ng Manager, I1lisagvik Coll ege,
Barrow, Tyler Rose, Executive Drective, Wite Pass and
Yukon Route Railroad, Skagway;

SUMVARY

HB 72 APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS
HB 72 was HEARD and HELD in conmttee for further
consi derati on.

HB 73 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET

HB 73 was HEARD and HELD in committee for further
consi derati on.
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#hb72
#hb73
HOUSE BILL NO. 72

"An Act meking appropriations for the operating and
| oan program expenses of state governnment and for
certain progr ans, capitalizing funds, maki ng
reappropriations, and maki ng appropriations under art.
| X, sec. 17(c), Constitution of the State of Al aska,
from the constitutional budget reserve fund; and
providing for an effective date."

HOUSE BI LL NO. 73

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and
capital expenses of t he state's i ntegrated
conprehensive nental health program and providing for
an effective date.™

1:12: 57 PM

Co-Chair Neuman discussed the neeting agenda. He asked
testifiers to limt their coments to two mnutes. He
di scussed the neeting agenda for the following day. He
recogni zed Representative Adam Wol in the commttee room

APUBLI C TESTI MONY: BARROW DI LLI NGHAM AND FAI RBANKS

1:14: 44 PM

TOM SAXTON, KBRW RADI O, BARROW (via tel econference), spoke
agai nst the proposed 60 percent cut to public broadcasting.
He enphasi zed the draconian nature of the proposed cuts. He
rel ayed that rural comunities relied solely on the single
radio stations serving hub communities as the only source
of major information for news, public affairs, energency
communi cation and other. He stressed that the substantial
cuts would be very difficult to handle; budgets were
al ready stretched tightly.

Co-Chair Neunman noted testifiers that staff was doing its
best to take notes on testinony that came in.

1:17: 08 PM
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PEGGY COMN, SUPERI NTENDENT, NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH SCHOOL
DI STRI CT, BARROW (via teleconference), testified in support
of funds for education. She thanked the commttee for
provi di ng education funding the prior year. She understood
the legislature had difficult decisions to nmake related to
finances. She testified in support of broadband; the
internet and nodern technology were critical for rural
schools. She pointed to matching federal funds that would
have nore than doubled an increnent for the comunity. She
asked for the restoration of one-tinme funds.

1:19: 22 PM

MARY SAGE, NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BARROW (vi a
tel econference), spoke in favor of funding for broadband
internet services. She stated that the students with the
smal | est schools and the |east nunber of course offerings
also had |[slow] internet access that <challenged the
students' ability to take advantage of distance education

The recent increase in bandw dth speed was not extravagant.
She feared that the slow internet service would be the next
educational divide. She encouraged the commttee to restore
t he budget to 2015 | evels.

1: 20: 39 PM

ALYS OSBORN, KBRW RADI O, BARROW (vi a tel econference), spoke
agai nst cuts to public broadcasting. She comrunicated that
the cuts could potentially elimnate the Al aska Public
Radio Network (APRN). She stressed that the comunity had
no daily newspaper or other neans to receive state, |ocal
or world news; it depended heavily on the radio
programm ng. She detailed that major outages due to weat her
were reported on the radio; the radio also provided
energency broadcasting for mssing individuals and other.
She noted that there would be no way to inform villages of
neetings and of sporting events. The health departnent
informed communities on many issues on a weekly basis. She
stressed the critical nature of the progranmm ng.

1: 22: 59 PM

GECFF CARROL, KBRW RADIO, BARROW (via teleconference),
testified in favor of restored funding for public
broadcasting. He stated that the significant cut would
result in workforce and services reductions. He relayed
that KBRWwas a vital link to the North Slope. He detailed
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the inportance of the broadcasting to notify conmunities of
weat her, |ocal events, neetings, sports, and other. He
believed the broadcasting was particularly critical for
rural comunities. He understood that cuts needed to be
made, but he believed a cut of the proposed size was
drastic.

1: 25: 25 PM

CYD HANNS, KBRW RADI O, BARROW (via teleconference), spoke
against cuts to public broadcasting. She agreed with prior
testimony in favor of KBRW She relayed that the radio
station acted as a vital elenent for conmmunication wthin
communities. She stressed that the radio acted as essenti al
backup for enmergency comunications. She relayed that there
were public fundraisers, but there was only so nuch | ocal
support that could be provided. She stated that it would be
drastic for the community to | ose APRN.

1: 27: 06 PM

ETHEL PATKOTAK, KBRW RADI O, BARROW (via teleconference),
testified in favor of the restoration of funds to public
broadcasting. She stressed that the 59 percent cut was
drastic; the cut equated to a |oss of $80,000 for KBRW She
detailed that the station already operated on a bare-bones
budget. She shared that the station pooled resources wth
other non-profit stations related to reporting. The station
relied heavily on friendly comercial operators whose
enpl oyees traveled to villages to lend technical enployees
to trouble shoot problens that may arise in the villages.
Peopl e depended on the station as a news source and other.
She stressed that the public broadcasting was a critical
communi cations link in rural Al aska.

1: 30: 54 PM

LESTER E. PARKS, SOUTHWEST REG ON SCHOOLS, DI LLINGHAM (via
tel econference), spoke in support of the Al aska Broadband
Assi stance Grant. He had additionally submitted witten
testinmony. He discussed that the grant's intent was to
reach a speed of 10 negabits per second per school; the
increase was not extravagant (the Federal Communications
Comm ssi on considered 25 negabits as high speed broadband).
He provided further detail about the schools' past internet
speeds. He discussed the schools' reliance on increased
internet speed especially in light of new state online
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testing. He noted that for $1.00 spent the district
received $9.00 through the e-Rate program He stressed that
the district could not afford to offer increased broadband
wi t hout assi st ance.

1: 33: 34 PM

SUSI E JENKI NS-BRI TO, SELF, DI LLINGHAM (via tel econference),
spoke in favor of public radio and Best Beginnings. She
di scussed that the community relied heavily on the radio
station to provide up to date fisheries reports (especially
during conmercial fishing season when the Departnent of
Fish and Ganme conmercial fishing openers were announced).
She enphasi zed that services provided by the radio station
were inperative to the Bristol Bay region. She did not know
what the community would do without the radio. She stated
that a 59 percent cut was disproportionate and excessive.
She asked the conmmttee to consider a nore realistic cut of
10 percent. She spoke against cuts to the |Inmagination
Li brary and Best Begi nnings. She provided information about
the program that provided books to children via mail. She
stressed that early literacy was inperative.

1: 35: 34 PM

STEVE  NOONKESSER, ASSOCI ATE ~ SUPERI NTENDENT, SOUTHWEST
REG ON SCHOOLS, DI LLINGHAM (via teleconference), asked for
a reinstatenent of funding for the Al aska Learning Network
(AKLN). He disputed reports that the program was a failure;
it was far from the truth. He shared that AKLN was the
result of over 20 years of efforts by Al askan educators to
provide a program that offered varied and high quality
offerings to all students regardless of location or
i ndi vidual circunstances. He detailed that over 100 courses
were currently offered; the majority of which addressed the
Al aska Performance Schol arship requirements. Students in 47
of Al aska's school districts took courses through AKLN. He
stressed that the programwas worthy of continued funding.

1: 37: 47 PM

DAVI D PI AZZA, SOUTHWEST REG ON SCHOCOLS, DILLINGHAM (via
tel econference), testified in support of the reinstatenent
of $32 nmillion in one-tine education funds that had been
approved the prior session as part of a three-year funding
package. He elaborated that districts understood that the
one-tinme funds would be reduced each year, subsequently,
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the district had been working on its long-range plan to
keep instructional prograns intact. The currently proposed
cut meant an imediate $388,000 funding cliff. He relayed
that the district's students had already lost nusic, fine
arts, and many of the career and technical pathways. The
significant reduction in funding would nean cuts to core
academ c instruction.

1: 39: 19 PM

DANNY FRAZI ER, DI LLI NGHAM SCHOOL DI STRI CT, DI LLI NGHAM (vi a
tel econference), spoke in support of the restoration of $32
mllion in one-tinme education funds. He was in favor of
i ncreased broadband access. He urged the commttee to
restore the funds, which were vital to rural Al askan schoo

districts. He stressed that students deserved the sane
opportunities in rural Alaska as they would receive in
urban areas. He expounded that the one-tine funds were
often provided in place of an increase to the Base Student
Al l ocation (BSA); the noney was used to rmaintain
facilities, pay utility bills, and to supplenent the cost
of food service. He stressed that a | oss of the funds could
del ay maj or nmai nt enance projects.

1:41: 08 PM

REBEKAH FONKERT, | MAG NATI ON LI BRARY, DI LLI NGHAM  (vi a
tel econference), testified in favor of the Imagination
Library and the Best Beginnings program She shared
informati on about the program She relayed that children's
brain devel opnent was enhanced by wearly |learning and
education. She relayed that 60 percent of Anerican prison
inmates were illiterate and 85 percent of juvenile
of fenders had reading problenms. She discussed benefits of
early learning; there was a direct correlation between
reading to children and success in later life. She stated
that investing in young children made good econom c sense;
every $1.00 invested yielded back many dollars in societa
savi ngs.

1:42: 59 PM
JENNY  BENNI S, | MAG NATI ON LI BRARY, DI LLI NGHAM  (vi a
tel econference), strongly encouraged the commttee to

mai ntain funding for the Best Beginnings program She
stressed that the program hel ped rural Al aska. She provided
informati on about the program that supported early
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chi | dhood devel opnment. She noted that the program may
provide the only access to books for children in sone
villages. She asked the <commttee to keep neking a
difference in children's |ives.

1: 43: 53 PM

ROBYN CHANEY, | MAG NATI ON LI BRARY, DI LLI NGHAM  (vi a
tel econference), spoke in favor of a restoration of funds
to the Best Beginnings program She conmunicated that she
was an adoptive and foster parent to five school-aged
children. The Dillingham Inmagination Library currently
served over 205 children in Dillingham Koliganek, and
Al eknagi k. She elaborated that every child aged zero to
five in both Koliganek and Al eknagik were enrolled in the
program the program provided the sole source of reading
material. She stressed that the program was affordable. She
rel ayed that kindergarten readiness was in crisis in rura
Al aska. She shared that the books provided to foster
children in the region was often one of the only
possessions the children had with their nane on them

1:45: 25 PM

KAREN CARPENTER, SERVICES COORDI NATOR, SAFE, DI LLI NGHAM
(via teleconference), spoke against cuts to Al aska Legal
Services that provided Ilegal services to victins of
vi ol ence. She highlighted that there was only one
practicing private attorney in Bristol Bay. There was a
single Al aska Legal Services attorney funded cooperatively
through a state grant and the Bristol Bay Native
Association. The majority of the clientele were |ow incone
and had no other Ilegal representation. She spoke to the
hi gh caseload of the public defender's office. She stated
that the service was the only one avail able; a reduction in
funding for Al aska Legal Services would result in a |oss of
the attorney's position, which would threaten the health
and safety of individuals.

1:47: 44 PM

JOHN MARX, LIBRARY, DILLINGHAM (via tel econference), spoke
in support of funding for broadband access. He rel ayed that
video conferencing enabled the library to connect to a
mul titude of other libraries and training opportunities.
The service provided internet access to |ocal individuals
who woul d not have access otherw se. He el aborated that the
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service gave residents the ability to fill out job
applications, do research, and conmunicate with | oved ones.
He relayed that the service provided a trenmendous resource
to rural Alaska. He spoke in support of the Online wth
Li braries program

1:49: 29 PM

KIM WLLIAMS, PARENT, DILLINGHAM (via teleconference),
spoke in support of funding for education. She comruni cated
that one of the state's constitutional requirenents was to
provi de education for its children. She spoke to the high
cost of education for children in rural Al aska. She asked
the commttee to reinstate one-tine funding that had passed
the prior year. She asked the conmittee to fund education
to the maxi mum extent possible.

1: 50: 51 PM

JODI SYKES, SELF, DI LLI NGHAM  (vi a t el econference),
requested that proposed cuts to public broadcasting be
reduced. She discussed three stations that served all of
Western and Sout hwest Al aska; the stations provide news to
the regions. She stressed that the proposed 59 percent cut
woul d be drastic and damaging; it would nean staff cuts.
She thanked the legislature for funding in prior years for
water and sewer projects. She spoke in support of $7
mllion in funds for the comunity jail.

1:52: 45 PM

VI CTOR MARTIN, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funds for interpreter services. He provided
information on his |life as a deaf person in Fairbanks. He
stressed that as a deaf person it was inportant to have an
interpreter help conmmunicate at doctor appointnents and
other. He added that it was difficult to make it around
wi thout an interpreter.

1:54: 23 PM

MARY SEGRETI, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke
through an interpreter. She stressed the inportance of
interpreters for deaf people. She elaborated that deaf
peopl e needed interpreters in hospitals, police stations,
and many other |ocations. She encouraged the conmittee to
not stop listening to deaf people. She inplored the
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conmmittee to keep funding interpreters. She stated that
many deaf people were present to convey their frustration
at the possibility of not having interpreters. She thanked
the conmttee for its tine.

1: 56: 01 PM

MAX HONFT, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via tel econference), spoke in
support of public broadcasting and Best Beginnings. He
rel ayed that public broadcasting played a very significant
role in Fairbanks. The stations in Fairbanks provided
access to a wde denographic of individuals including
children and adults. He stated that news was crucial to the
Interior; maintaining a strong ability to produce | ocal
news was vitally inmportant for the conmunity. He remarked
on the fundraising success for the station; despite the
efforts the station was still facing staffing cuts. He
reiterated his support of Best Begi nnings.

1:58: 21 PM

WARREN CHRI STI AN, DOYON ASSCCI ATED, FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), asked for the restoration of funds to the
Construction Education Foundation in the Departnent of
Labor and Workforce Developnent. He relayed that it was
inmportant to provide training to Al askans for jobs in
state. He spoke to a specialized 4.5 nonth accel erated pipe
wel ding program He shared that the conpany enployed over
500 people on the North Slope and prided itself on hiring
Al askans. He stressed that the program was great and asked
the conmttee to keep it alive.

1: 59: 43 PM

SCOTT  El CKHOLT, LOCAL 942 LABORERS, FAl RBANKS (via
tel econference), spoke in support education prograns in the
Department of Labor and Workforce Devel opnent. He stated
that the adm nistrative branch was charged with determ ning
how to best use funds to run an effective and efficient
government service; therefore, targeting specific positions
was inappropriate. He elaborated that the Departnent of
Education and Early Devel opnent was responsible for core
learning curriculum to prepare children to becone
know edgeabl e; however, the education did not teach people
how to enter into the workforce with the expectations and
demands of safe and responsible workers. He spoke agai nst
pitting prograns against each other and observed that the
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prograns were designed to help people enter the workforce
safely. He remarked on the legislature only cutting 0.001
percent of its own budget. He supported a restoration of
funds to the governor's proposed |evel.

2:01: 52 PM

LANCE ROBERTS, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of <cuts to spending to provide a sustainable
budget. He was against use of the Permanent Fund or a
statewide incone tax. He believed the budget should be
br ought below $4.5 billion in three years to be
sustainable. He urged the conmittee to keep |ooking for
cuts. He had heard the Senate was aiming for cuts of $700
mllion, which he believed was a good place to start. He
remarked on deleted funding for the Admnistrative
Regul ation Review Conmttee. He strongly believed it was
critical to cut regulation to increase econom c diversity.
He stated that regul ation clogged up business and
econom es.

2:04: 07 PM

BRYAN | MJS, LOCAL 942, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference),
testified against cuts to the Departnent of Labor and
Wor kf orce Devel opnment. He worked on a daily basis to ensure
that enployers followed the |aw including wage, local-hire
and per diem safety and workers' conpensation, and other
laws. He stressed that the laws were enforced by the
Department of Labor and Workforce Developnent. He stated
that elimnating the positions was an attack on all Al askan
wor kers. He spoke in support of public broadcasting. He
supported the governor's proposed budget.

2:05:21 PM

JOHN PLUTT, LOCAL 375, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference),
spoke in opposition to cuts to the Departnent of Labor and
Wor kf orce Devel opnent. He stated that the elimnation of
training programs wuld position enployers to inport
enpl oyees from out-of-state, which was an ongoing problem
He encouraged the conmttee to restore funding to current
training program |l evels. The training would enabl e Al askans
to seek good paying jobs and careers in order to better
provide for thenselves and their famlies.

2: 06: 16 PM
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JEREMY HOLAN, LOCAL 959, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference),
asked for the restoration of cuts to the Departnent of
Labor and W rkforce Developnment. He stressed that the
elimnation of training funding would increase the nunber
of out of state workers in the construction field in
Al aska. He elaborated that when the problem worsened it
woul d nean nore Al askans would | eave the state in search of
work and nore affordable living conditions. He enphasized
the inportance of increasing or maintaining the funding for
training for local Al askans, which would prepare Al askans
to build the state's infrastructure. He was against cuts to
OSHA, which would increase the nunbers of injuries to
workers. He reiterated his opposition to the cuts.

2:07:42 PM

ALONZO YOUNG, LOCAL 375, NORTH POLE (via teleconference),
asked for full funding of the Construction Education
Foundation in the Department of Labor and Wbrkforce
Devel opnent budget. He spoke to his experience in a welding
program funded by the state; wthout the program he would
not be enployed on the North Sl ope.

2:08: 29 PM

ALBERT PAGH, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via tel econference),
di scussed his forner ownership of a logging and sawnm |
busi ness in Fairbanks. He spoke in support of Fairbanks and
Delta foresters, who had done an excel | ent j ob
admnistrating the Tanana Valley State Forest . He
comuni cated that the Delta and Tok areas had a significant
amount of downed tinber that would be lost if it was not
sal vaged. He stressed that it took many hours and hard work
to put up sales to salvage wood that had no value. He
relayed that if the wood was not salvaged there would be
| ost value to the state, lost jobs in the private sector,
and a |oss of cheaper heating fuel. He discussed firewod
operations in the Fairbanks area that were creating nmany
jobs in the private sector.

2:11: 00 PM

DI ANE PRESTON, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
recalled a recent statenent the state's budget was
experiencing "terrible times." She contended that terrible
times neant people were losing their jobs and that there
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was no noney in savings. She remarked that the state had
$66 billion in the bank including $13 billion in reserves.
She spoke against cuts to education, senior services,
public broadcasting, arts, and nusic. She suggested | ooking
at using the budget reserves to provide tinme to determ ne
what to do about the budget. She testified in support of
Medi caid funds. She spoke in favor of capping the PFD and
for statew de incone tax.

2:13:43 PM

PAUL REI CHART, FORMER EDUCATOR, FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), testified in support of higher education
for the University of Al aska system He believed there were
no state supported prograns that were nore inportant than
public education. He discussed that instructional research
and public service progranms provided by the University of
Al aska were incredibly valuable to the state. He spoke to
the contributions of wuniversity graduates. He provided a
personal exanple about the success of his children who had
graduated from the University of Alaska Fairbanks. He
highlighted different ways University of Alaska students
positively inpacted the state. He conmented on the Al askan
Grown brand. He was concerned about the magnitude of the
proposed cuts and about |egislative mandates designating
where cuts would be taken. He asked the comittee to
consi der spreading the cuts over several years.

2:16:20 PM

DAVID W THOFF, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in support of the wuniversity. He wurged the
| egislature to exercise oversight to encourage the
university to make cuts that mnimzed inpacts on students.
He communicated that the wuniversity was planning to
elimnate term staff, adjunct faculty, and prograns that
had no politically savvy advocates; the wuniversity had
selected the areas to cut not because they were the best
pl ace to cut, but because they were easy places to cut. He
stated that the chosen positions tended to be at the |ow
end of the pay scale; therefore nore positions needed to be
cut to obtain nuch savings. He stated that the cuts tended
to have a disproportionate inpact on students. He noted
that there may be higher paid enployees that were nore
difficult to get rid of; however, he believed it was not
i npossi ble. He reasoned that if the university could nmake
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the cuts at a higher level they could achieve the requested
budget reductions with |less inpact on students.

2:17:56 PM

SUE SHERIF, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), urged the
restoration of the Online wth Libraries program She
stated that the broadband subsidies for 67 rural public
libraries conmbined with local funding to |everage over $2
mllion in federal e-rate funding. She relayed that the
small and renote libraries operated on nodest budgets that
were often | ess than $50,000 per year. She enphasized that
the high bandwi dth costs were unaffordable wthout state
and federal assistance. She highlighted that OAL funds had
supported a videoconference network for all 97 public
libraries in the state. She provided exanples related to
t he i nmportance of the services.

2:20: 10 PM

TOM LANAL, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via t el econf erence),
recommended changes to the way the Departnent of Fish and
Game generated revenue. He stated that the guide
requi r enent for non-r esi dent hunt er s needed to be
el i m nated, which nean the hunter would pay the state nore
for non-resident tags. He reasoned that if the guide
requi renent for sheep, goat, and bear hunting was renoved,
an increased nunber of non-residents would apply for
permts and the state would generate revenue by selling
nore tags. Additionally, the state could sell preference
poi nts, which increased a hunter's chances of being drawn
in subsequent years. He relayed that in other states the
preference points were generally $30 to $50 per species per
year. He provided information about the costs of tags in
other states. He stressed that Ilicense fees for non-
residents needed to be aligned with what out-of-state
hunters were charged in other states. He opined that
resident Alaskans needed to contribute financially by
paying for the tags they used. He further discussed the
cost of tag fees.

2:22: 24 PM

VENDY DOM NI QUE, FAI RBANKS NORTH STAR SCHOOL DI STRICT,
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), spoke against cuts to
education. She supported a reinstatenent of the $32.2
mllion one-tinme education funds passed the previous
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| egi sl ative session. She shared that the FY 16 proposed
budget anticipated a shortfall of $7.5 mllion, which
included the supplenental revenue prom sed the previous
session. The district would be facing a shortfall of over
$11 mllion if the one-time funds were elimnated. She
communi cated that 88 percent of the district's budget went
to salary and benefits. She stressed that cuts would result
in increased <class sizes and cuts to counselors,
adm ni strative support, arts, and other inportant areas.

2:24: 42 PM

THERESA W LLIAMS, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference),
requested the reinstatenent of funding for the MGath
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) canp. She detailed
that the Southwest region enconpassed 88 mllion acres of
| and. She elaborated that statute and DNR s naster
agreenent made the state responsible for covering fire
suppression in the region. She relayed that the cut had
been proposed, but there was no plan on how to provide
coverage. She stressed that the cuts would increase costs
and danger for the region. She comunicated that snoke
junpers only covered the first one to two days of a fire
She stated that the reduction would negatively inpact rural
areas and woul d make fire suppression difficult.

2:27:17

JENNI FER JALI S, BREADLI NE I NC. , FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), testified in support of the human service
comunity match grant program She stated that governnents
at all levels took care of services that individuals could
not. For exanple, the volunteer fire departnment could put
out a residential fire when a resident could not; the fire
department in turn depended on funding from another area

She stressed the inportance of supporting the nost
vul nerabl e neighbors (e.g. seniors, youths, and other). She
relayed that in the current year there were 15 applicants
for funds provided through conmmunity service match grants.

She stressed the inportance of providing individuals wth
three essenti al things including food, shel ter, and
education. She inplored the commttee to refrain from
cutting the grant program

2:29: 28 PM
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SANDRA KAWALSKI, ASSI STANT SUPERI NTENDENT, FAI RBANKS SCHOOL
DI STRICT, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), testified 1in
support of public education funding. She explained that the
funding woul d decrease the already very large class sizes.
Smal ler class sizes are proven to be nore beneficial for
education, and students in snaller classes were nore
successful than those in |arge cl asses.

2:31: 30 PM

LAURA VOLMERT, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), urged
support of public school funding. Teacher sustainability
was at risk, if the funding was reduced. She shared that
she was a parent of elenentary age children. She stressed
that the students would not be given a second chance. She
felt that an incone tax, the permanent fund, and other
taxes should be considered as other forns of revenue. She
felt that recognizing that children were the nost inportant
i nvest nent .

2:33:21 PM

ALYSHA CHI LDS, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, NORTH STAR YOUTH COURT
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in favor of funding
for therapeutic courts. She shared that 409 cases were
heard in 2014. She felt that the funding would save npney
that would be used in public safety. Those that graduate
from youth court often conplete high school and college.
She shared that she was one of the first teachers for a
drug and al cohol class. One of her forner students was able
to use the knowl edge that he learned in her class, and
shared a story with her.

2:35: 35 PM

ALLI SON BALDOCK, BOARD PRESI DENT NORTH STAR YOUTH COURT,
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in favor of funding
for therapeutic courts. She felt that the menbers should
examne the prograns nore closely. She remarked that
students who participate in the youth court program were
nore successful citizens. Renoving the youth court would
result in a higher recidivism rate and put nore of a
financial burden on public safety. She stressed that the
youth court would reduce the cost of other aspects of
governnment. She stated that the youth court provided a
greater savings to the state across other agencies and
or gani zati ons.
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2:37:51 PM

JOHN FERREE, ASSI STANT BUSI NESS MANAGER, | BEW FAI RBANKS
(via teleconference), testified in support of Departnent of
Labor and W rkforce Developnment prograns including the
Al aska Construction Acadeny. He felt that the prograns
acted as transitioning assistance for those |eaving the
mlitary. The prograns provided the opportunity for
building and developing a strong infrastructure. The
acadeny provided free, entry-level construction training
for adults who want to work in construction in Al aska. The
program depended entirely on grant funding from the
Department of Labor and W rkforce Developnent to train
Al askans, and teach necessary skills for construction
careers. It was the only program in the state that gave
adults access to high quality construction training at a
reasonable cost. Training was offered in a variety of
fields to neet the current and future demands of Al aska's
construction industry.

2:39: 50 PM

KIRSTEN MCGRAW  SELF/ DEAF | NDI VI DUAL, FAl RBANKS (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for
interpreters for deaf individuals in order to conmunicate
accurately. She stressed that the deaf individuals would be
faced wth greater challenges, and it was inportant for her
to participate in her community.

2:41: 43 PM

TABER REHBAUM ARCTI C ALLI ANCE, FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), urged support of funding for the Human
Services Community Matching Grants. She stressed that the
fundi ng provided essential human services across the state.
The program saved $900, 000 per year is youth incarceration
costs. She felt that the program should be funded at the
governor's proposed | evel.

2:43: 03 PM

VENDELL WHI STLER, TRAI NI NG COORDI NATOR, KORNFI ELD TRAI NI NG
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), testified in support of
funding for |abor standards training. He also testified in
support of the business partnerships, to enhance vocati onal
training in schools. He felt that skilled tradespeopl e nust
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be trained by providing a funding source. He also spoke in
support of the Al aska Construction Acadeny.

2:45:39 PM

MAGE E  MATGCS, SELF/ DEAF | NDI VI DUAL, FAI RBANKS (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding for
interpreter prograns. She shared that she had worked wth
many interpreters and remarked that interpreters were
essential to comunication in society. Interpreters were
needed for technol ogy expansion, and enhancing a quality of
life. She remarked that deaf people were capabl e.

2:47: 50 PM

VARNELL ALLEN, | NTERPRETER, HANDS HELPI NG HEARTS, FAI RBANKS
(via teleconference), spoke in support of funding for deaf
interpreters. He shared that he often donated his
interpreter services for individuals who could not afford
the services. He alnost did not interpret the deaf
individuals, in order to put the nmenbers in an enpathetic
position. Interpreters were necessary for comrunication
anong the deaf i ndi vi dual s. He stressed that deaf
i ndi viduals were nmenbers of society, and should be all owed
to comuni cate effectively.

2:50:18 PM

JOE HARDENBROOK, OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, FAI RBANKS NORTH STAR
BOROUGH, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), testified in
support of funding for Best Begi nni ngs; Parents as
Teachers; education broadband access; Medicaid expansion;
the Al aska Construction Acadeny; youth courts; Wldfire
Acadeny; public broadcasting; Adult Day Services and
respite care; famly preservation grants; literacy
proj ects; and Pre-K prograns. He felt that budget
reductions increased conpetition anmong strong progranms. He
felt that the reductions in these services and prograns
prevent ed advancenent within the state.

2:52: 00 PM

DON GRAY, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in
support of funding education including early childhood
education and public K-12 schools. He specifically voiced
support of the per capita student funding allocation, or
base student allocation (BSA). He also voiced support of
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the addition of the one-time funding from the previous
session HB 278. He wurged support of the University of
Al aska system budget and the post-secondary workforce
devel opnment prograns. He also testified in support of
publ i c broadcasting.

2:54:36 PM

DOUG TANSY, PRESIDENT, FAI RBANKS CENTRAL LABOR COUNCI L

FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
Al aska Construction Acadeny. The acadeny served all types
of Al askans. He shared that the acadeny provided an
opportunity for mlitary veterans to enter the Al aska
wor kf orce. The reductions in the program would undercut the
veterans and their efforts.

2:56: 40 PM

WALTER ROBI NSON, | BEW 1547, FAI RBANKS (via tel econference),
testified in support of funding for the Al aska Construction
Acadeny. He stressed that the program was essential for
i ndi vi dual s who hoped to work in the construction industry.
The acadeny provided job training for thousands of
i ndi vi dual s. He remarked that the Ilarge construction
projects in the state increased the demand for the acadeny.
He stressed that the acadeny filled the void of vocationa
training throughout the state. He shared sone recent
statistics related to the program

2:58: 59 PM

SUE HULL, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in
support of funding for early childhood education,
specifically Best Beginnings. She shared that the fourth
grade test scores in Alaska were the lowest in the nation
She urged the commttee to maintain its prom se of funding
fromthe previous session.

3: 00: 33 PM

KELVIN LEE, PRESIDENT, NO LIMTS, [INC, FA RBANKS (via
tel econference), testified in support of the Human Services
Community Matching Gants at the governor's proposed
funding level. He believed that it was vital conponent to
provide services for residents returning to society after
i ncarceration.
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3:01:44 PM

JUDI MORACK, REQ STERED NURSE, NATI ONAL ALLI ANCE ON MENTAL
| LLNESS, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in support
of funding for Medicaid expansion; a double tiered system
in rural Alaska; and the Human Services WMatching G ant
Program Single nmales in Alaska were greatly underserved in
Medi caid. She stressed that nmental illnesses can lead to
subst ance abuse, nedi cal energencies, and honel essness.

3:03:39 PM

M KE PRAX, SELF, NORTH POLE (via tel econference), testified
in support of the budget reductions. He felt that the
cormmittee was making the essential reductions, because the
oil revenue was very low. He did not believe that public
broadcasting was an essential service. He felt that the
funds could be found in other areas like private entities.

3: 05:49 PM

JANET COBB, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT,
FAI RBANKS SCHOOL DI STRICT, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in support of reinstating the previous $3 billion
from the bill in a previous session. The reductions would
result in limted vocational training.

3:07: 08 PM

ANDY HARRI NGTON, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference),
spoke in support of enacting an inconme tax in order to
mai ntain prograns. He urged support of funding for the
Human Servi ces Conmunity Matching Grants. He also testified
in support of Alaska Legal Services Centers. He remnarked
that the centers provided legal aid for Al askans who were
not accused of a crine. He also testified in support of the
Uni versity of Al aska.

3:09:40 PM

BRENDA STANHI L, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via tel econference), spoke
in support of funding for recidivism reduction, Ilike
Parents as Teachers and the Alaska Construction Acadeny.
She felt that the prograns were aligned wth the state's
proposed recidivismreduction plan. She remarked that the
reductions in the prograns did not match the efforts that
she felt that the legislature should consider priorities.
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She felt that all prograns could work together to reduce
recidivismin the entire state.

3:11: 48 PM

ROGER BURGGRAF, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funding for positions in the Departnent of
Natural Resources Division of Geological and Geophysical
Survey: t he Di vi si ons Qper ati ons Manager and t he
Publ i cations Specialist. He explained that the division's
responsibility was to identify the areas of high mneral
and oil potenti al ; and to conduct geol ogi cal and
geophysi cal studies in hazardous areas that pose a threat
to Alaskans from earthquakes and volcanic activities. The
enpl oyees were highly skilled people in their respective
fields, and have assisted the state in final | and
sel ections under the Statehood Act.

3:14: 36 PM

JAZZANNE GORDON- FRETWELL, NORTH STAR YOUTH COURT, FAI RBANKS
(via teleconference), testified in support of youth courts.
She shared that the program had a positive inpact on the
state. The program resulted in lower recidivism rates,
t herefore saving noney that would be spent on incarceration
and corrections. She offered that every one of the cases
saved noney for the state in a nunber of ways. Youth court
has inpacted recidivismrates and saved thousands of future
doll ars otherw se spent on the traditional crimnal justice
system She asked the committee to fully restore the youth
court funding that was cut in the budget.

3:16: 29 PM

AFUAT DEMOLA, ALASKA LEGAL SERVI CES, FAl RBANKS (via
tel econference), testified in support of funding Al aska
Legal Services Center. She explained that she had used the
Al aska Legal Services Center, and felt that they provided a
great service.

3:17: 30 PM

CHERYL KILGORE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, |INTERIOR COVMINI TY
HEALTH CENTERS, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), testified
in support of funding for the Human Services Conmunity
Mat ching Grants. She explained that the community centers
often served as safety net providers for primary care
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services in conmunities. The centers provided nedical,
preventi ve, integrated behavi oral heal t h, and dental
services to Alaska's nost vulnerable residents. She stated
that, in 2014, her health center saw 6,205 people, and
4,356 had inconmes at or below 200 percent of the federa
poverty level. She shared that some individuals had
i nsurance, but stressed that they even needed help using
the sliding fee wth deductibles, copays, and other
uncover ed servi ces.

3:19:33 PM

W LL PUTMAN, FORESTRY DI RECTOR, TANANA CHH EFS CONFERENCE
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), testified in support of
funding for Departnent of Natural Resources Division of
Forestry Firefighting Training Acadeny. He stated that the
program provided a very productive opportunity to elevate
firefighters to a career wild land fire. He felt that the
reductions inpeded the Division of Forestry's ability to
provide adequate fire protection. He felt that the
reductions to the resource managenent staff throughout the
division would have significant negative inpacts to the
| ocal economies and private sector jobs, through the
reduced ability to provide raw materials for forest
products fromstate | ands.

3:21:52 PM

CHARLES MASON, TEACHER, UNI VERSITY OF ALASKA FAI RBANKS,
FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), testified in support of
funding for youth courts. He stated that the youth courts
saved the state $1.312 nillion per year, if those cases
were conducted in the regular state juvenile justice
system The savings was due to the youth court's nostly
vol unteer staff. The proposed budget elimnation of
$530, 900, which paid for 409 cases in the year prior at an
average cost of $1300 per case. The youth court elimnation
would result in an additional cost to the state of
$771, 000.

3:23:35 PM

GAI L GALLOU, SELF, FAIRBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in
support of funding for Al aska Legal Services Corporation.
She shared that the reductions would reduce the Al aska Pro
Bono program which cut the ability for |ow inconme people
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to get the legal services. She felt that there was no
conveni ent way to provi de necessary services.

3:25:25 PM

STEVE MASTERMAN, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in support of funding for necessary services. He
urged the nenbers to consider the budget in terns of the
ability to affect the state's future revenue. He renmarked
that there should be a greater focus on diversifying the
econony and revenue streamto state government.

3:27:41 PM

DARLENE  SUPPLEE, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, FAI RBANKS SENI OR
CENTER, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), testified in
support of funding for senior prograns and the Human
Services Comrunity Mtching grant. She felt that the
proposed cuts would create a negative effect on other
public prograns. She shared that the Fairbanks comunity
continued to struggle with aging issues. The Fairbanks
Senior Center was targeted to provide 48,000 neals through
t he Meal s-on-\Weels program to honebound seniors in FY 15,
and was projected to deliver over 50,000 neals in FY 16.

3:30: 08 PM

BARRY  DONNELLAN, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified in support of the funding for the Fairbanks
Ofice of the Bureau of Vital Statistics. He shared that
many people that attended the office were mlitary
personnel. The office was necessary for many people who did
not have pr oper, essenti al paperwork  for vari ous
requirenents.

3:32: 08 PM

JOHN O BRI EN, SELF, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference),
testified against the budget reductions for the Departnent
of Natural Resources Division of Geological and Geophysi cal
Survey; and the Division of Forestry. He stated that he and
his associates were biologists and foresters that worked in
the industry and state agencies that regulate those
i ndustries. He shared that there were eight positions that
had been elimnated, and had adverse effect on the tinber
i ndustry.
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3:34: 57 PM
AT EASE

4:01: 43 PM
RECONVENED

APUBLI C TESTI MONY: BETHEL, CORDOVA, KOTZEBUE, NOVE, VALDEZ,
WRANGELL and "OFFNET" SITES

Co- Chair Thonpson invited the one person from the audience
to cone forward to testify.

4:02: 01 PM

DOREEN SCHENKENBERGER, EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR, PARTNERS FOR
PROGRESS, @ANCHORAGE (via teleconference), testified in
favor of funding for therapeutic courts. She discussed the
benefits of the program She nanmed the |ocations of the
courts and explained that the Partners Reentry Center was
opened in FY 14 with a legislative grant of $600 thousand,
the first of three years of funding. The second year's
funding went to the Departnent of Health and Soci al
Services. She reported increased attendance. She indicated
that to keep the doors open an additional $600 was
necessary. She summarized that investing in cost saving
reci di vi sm progranms was what she enphasized. She reiterated
her request for support of the program

4:05: 05 PM

DOUG WALRATH, DI RECTOR, NORTHWESTERN ALASKA CAREER AND
TECHNI CAL CENTER (NACTEC), NOWE (via tel econference), spoke
in favor of funding for the training center. He provided
informati on about the regional training center. He rel ayed
that at the core of NACTEC training was the mssion of
wor kf orce devel opment. He included statistics marking the
training center's ongoing growth and success. The center
had support from industry, school districts, and state
support. The <center had two primary funding sources;
general funds and TVEP funding. He requested gradual
funding reductions over nultiple years in order to secure
repl acenent funds and to be able to continue operating.

4:07:21 PM

MARGUERI TE LARI VI ERE, LIBRARY DI RECTOR, KEOGOYAH KOGZA
LI BRARY, NOME (via teleconference), testified in favor of
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the Online wth Libraries program She explained the
benefits of the program to the community. She also noted
the role that the program played in video conferencing. She
asked that funding for the OA program be restored.

4:09: 03 PM

ALANA TOUSI GNANT, CH NIAK PUBLIC LIBRARY, CH NAK (via
tel econference), testified in favor of the Online wth
Li braries program She relayed the benefits the OAL project
in her community. Since high speed internet service was put
in place the library has seen a 600 percent increase in
patron usage. She also used the program to catal og books.
She urged the conmttee to restore funding for the project.

4:11:15 PM

SUE BAKER, CH Nl AK  PUBLIC LI BRARY, CH NIAK  (via
tel econference), testified in favor of the Online wth
Li brari es program and broadband in schools. She el aborated
that the services are used widely by the comunity. She
used the program for cataloging purposes. She urged
continued funding of the OAL program

Co- Chair Thonpson rem nded callers on the off-net lines to
make sure to hang-up after giving testinony to allow for
lines to be avail able for other callers.

4:13: 03 PM

CEORGE Pl ERCE, SELF, KASI LOF (via t el econference),
testified in favor of reduced spending and opposed funding
non-profit organizations and special interest groups. He
expounded on the deficit the state was facing. He expressed
concerns with the possibility of the state going bankrupt.
He opined that non-profits needed to be self-supporting. He
nmenti oned other potential neans of support for non-profit
entities. He referenced the City of Kenai giving away
nmonies to a non-profit. He reiterated his opposition to
fundi ng non-profits.

4:14: 20 PM

KATHY HANSON, KYUK, BETHEL (via tel econference), spoke in
support of funding public broadcasting and KYUK, the public
radio station for the Y-K Delta. She discussed the role
KYUK played in spreading safety information and warning
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notifications to the region. She also offered that KYUK
listeners inforned. She stated that a 59 percent budget cut
woul d be devastating to KYUK. She enphasized that KYUK was
a critical part of infrastructure in the region.

4:16: 21 PM

RI CK ROBB, MAYOR, BETHEL (via teleconference), testified in
support of funding for Medicaid expansion. He understood
that budget cuts were necessary. He opined that the
expansion would save Alaskans noney, bring in federal
revenue, create job, and reduce the dependence on state
grants. He provided sone statistics about Medi cai d
expansion. He felt that the program was a good deal for
Al aska. He referenced OCbanacare and stated that it was
unpopul ar in many circles. He encouraged the legislature to
do what was best for Alaskans and to support Medicaid
expansi on.

4:18: 30 PM

M CHELLE DEW TT, KYUK, BETHEL (via teleconference), urged
the committee to restore funding for public broadcasting

She outlined KYUK' s role in providing news and information
as well as energency alerts. She indicated that and
stressed that the radio station in Bethel operated on a
shoestring budget. She encouraged the conmittee to identify
a way to mtigate the proposed cuts to public broadcasting.

4:19: 33 PM

NI CHOLAS HOOVER, SOCI AL SERVI CES DI RECTOR FOR ASSOCI ATI ON
OF VI LLAGE COUNCI L PRESI DENTS (AVCP) , BETHEL (via
tel econference), spoke in support of the Al aska Affordable
Heating Program which supplenented the Low Incone Hone
Energy  Assi stance Program He explained that t he
association admnistered the energy assistance program for
37 villages. He continued to provide information about
AVCP' s role and discussed the high cost of living in rura

Al aska. He relayed sonme exanples of prices for itens in the
villages. He stated the inportance of assisting |ow incone
famlies and objected to budget cuts to the Al aska
Af f ordabl e Heati ng Program

4:21:31 PM
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JOHN MCI NTYRE, TEMPORARY ASSI STANCE FOR NEEDY FAM LIES
(TANF) DI RECTOR, AVCP, BETHEL (via teleconference), spoke
in opposition of any budget cuts related to TANF. He
provided information on the program and reported the
expansive service area it served. He explained that sone
TANF recipients have no other inconme available to them
Each year AVCP has received state funding to operate the
TANF program He nentioned the buying power of the dollar
in the region versus in higher populated areas on the road
system He asserted that AVCP TANF did not have room to
decrease its services as it was gearing up to serve nore
clients in FY 15,

4:23:53 PM

SUSAN MURPHY, KYUK, BETHEL (via teleconference), urged the
commttee to restore funding for public broadcasting. She
di scussed the inportance of KYUK radio station and how it
served the region by dissemnating information including
information on donestic violence and suicide prevention.
She stressed that the radio station provided a |ink between
villages and Bethel. She appreciated having tinme to
testify.

4:26:17 PM

AMY MARSHALL, DI RECTOR CRAIG PUBLIC LIBRARY, CRAIG (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of the OA program She
outlined the advantages of the program She relayed that
O was the sole source of broadband internet to the
comunity of Craig. She conveyed all of the activities that
came from having access to OAL. She continued to read a
list of the prograns accessed due to the OM program She
relayed the library's noto, "You can see the world from
here.” The ow connection nmade it possible.

4:28:27 PM

JOHN HOLST, SUPERI NTENDENT, DENALI SCHOOL DI STRICT, HEALY
(via teleconference), spoke in favor of full funding for
Pre-K progranms including Best Beginnings, Parents As
Teachers, and Pre-K grants. The three programs made up 25
percent of the total cuts to education. He reconmended
[imting the cuts to areas of the state where other
prograns were available such as Anchorage, Mat-Su, and
Juneau. He also spoke in favor of protecting the AKLN
program and the Teacher Mentoring program He also wanted
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the one-time funding restored for school districts. He
t hanked the commttee for hearing his testinony.

4:30: 44 PM

ROB GOLDBERG CHAIR, HAINES BOROUGH PLANNI NG COWM SSI ON,
HAINES (via teleconference), voiced opposition to funding
cuts to the Al aska Marine H ghway System He discussed the
inpact on the small communities in Southeast Al aska would
be trenmendous. He equated it to closing the denn Hi ghway
bet ween Pal ner and Anchorage three days a week. He provided
a nunber of negative effects of +the proposed budget
reduction that were possible. He thanked the commtted for
taking his testinony.

4:32:01 PM

JENNI FER G BBI NS, CORDOVA CHAMBER OF COMMVERCE, CORDOVA (via
tel econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to the
Al aska Marine H ghway System She acknow edged that budget
reductions were a reality. However she was concerned about
the implications of funding decreases to the AMHS. On
behalf of the Chanber of Comerce, she urged conmttee
menbers to avoid or mnimze making cuts in areas that
generate incone and jobs. She l|listed a nunber of businesses
dependent on the ferry system She asked the committee to
consider the effects of the cuts to the AVHS.

4:33:56 PM

STEVE GRAVES, N CHOLAS BACKDOOR COWPANY, CORDOVA (via
tel econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to the
Al aska Marine H ghway System He explained the nature of
his business and how the AVHS was essential to his
business. He stated that his business used the ferry at
least two times per week year-round buying from Al askan
farmers and the box stores in Anchorage. He suggested wth
the ferry cuts he would likely have to do business wth
vendors outside of the state and would potentially have to
raise prices. He urged the conmttee to consider restoring
t he AVHS fundi ng.

4:35:36 PM

KENDRA APODACA, CORDOVA | MAG NATI ON LI BRARY, CORDOVA (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of full funding for Pre-K
progranms especially Best Beginnings. She discussed the
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benefits of the program and informed nenbers that there
were over 100 children enrolled in Cordova. She pointed out
that Best Beginnings as made early |earning possible. She
shared sone of her personal experience teaching nusic and
the contribution of the Best Beginnings program to her
class. She wurged the support for the program and early
educati on.

4:37:31 PM

DAVI D GLASEN, COACH, CORDOVA |CEWORM SWM TEAM CORDOVA
(via tel econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to
the Al aska Marine H ghway System He shared that the ferry
was the only nethod of travel for Cordova's swm team He
shared that the team raised all of its own noney for
travel. He opined that if teanms had to depend only on the
airlines, the swm teamls travel would be drastically
reduced. He reiterated that the AVHS was crucial to the
conmuni ty.

4:38:45 PM

CURT HERSCHLEB, SELF, CORDOVA (via teleconference), spoke
in general about appropriate cuts to the budget and proper
investnments to return to sustainability. He encouraged
nmenbers to trim fairly and across the board wthout
slashing to the point of crippling rural econom es. He al so
mentioned the inportance of the |legislative information
offices and expressed his appreciation for Cordova's
br anch.

4:40:50 PM

BARCLAY KOPCHAK, SELF, CORDOVA (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of restoring fundi ng Best Begi nnings and the AMHS.
She encouraged maintaining prograns that fuel Alaska's
econony. She expressed her concern with limting the ferry
system schedule. She wurged the legislature to restore
funding for the AVHS, a lifeline for Cordova.

4:42:49 PM

DAVI D OTNESS, SELF, CORDOVA (via teleconference), conveyed
his appreciation for the legislative information office in
Cor dova. He conplinented its staff. He thanked the
conmittee for its tine.
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4:44:18 PM

RANDY ROBERTSON, CITY MANAGER, CTY OF CORDOVA, CORDOVA
(via tel econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to
the Al aska Marine H ghway System He told a story about a
visit wth Representative Austerman in which he asked his
departnment heads to pull their Costco cards out of their
wal l ets. There were 13 people with cards. He relayed the
narrative to enphasize that the economes of Anchorage and
the Mat-Su Valley were supported by constituents of
Cordova. He requested that |awmkers keep his story in mnd
when consi deri ng budget cuts.

4:46: 52 PM

DEBORAH ECKLEY, SELF, CORDOVA (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of the AWMHS. She believed that the ferry system
was a lifeline to Cordova. She shared sone her personal
experience in using the ferry system She thanked the
commttee for listening to her testinony.

4:48: 24 PM

STEVEN ANGASAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF SOUTHWEST ALASKA
VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON  CENTER ( SAVECQ), KING SALMON (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of restoring its Technica

and Vocati onal Education Program (TVEP) funding. He
explained the value of the vocational training center in
the region and detailed sonme of the prograns the center
of fered. He enphasized training for fishermen and that in
Bristol Bay fishing was the region's economc engine. He
reported that SAVEC worked in partnership wth the
Uni versity  of Alaska and wth Bristol Bay Native
Association and other regional corporations. He continued
to provide additional information about classes offered. He
t hanked the commttee for hearing his testinony.

4:50:46 PM

ANNETTE SKARHUS, TECHNI CAL DI RECTOR OF THE BERING STRAIT
SCHOCOL DI STRI CT, UNALAKLEET (via teleconference), spoke in
favor of full funding for broadband in schools. She talked
about education's reliance on the internet. She stressed
the difficulty for a small school district to keep pace
wi th expensive technology. Her school district turn to
vendors to post itens on the internet which saved on IT
costs. She provided other services her school district uses
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to save on technol ogy costs. She expressed her appreciation
for the broadband assistance grant reporting increased
student engagenent. She enphasized that the inpact on the
cl assroons has been significant. She thanked the conmttee
menbers for their time and consideration.

4:52:41 PM

PHYLLI S SWETZOF, ACTING CITY MANAGER, ST. PAUL | SLAND (via
tel econference), urged the commttee to restore funding for
public broadcasting and the ARCS program She reported that
the radio was one of the nost reliable source of
communi cation. She relayed the types of comrunications
transmtted. She urged the legislature to keep rural radio
broadcasting in place and to avoid the substantial proposed
cuts. She also spoke on behalf of funding for the Al aska
Rural Conmmuni cations System (ARCS). She asked that the
| egi sl ature please reconsider the proposed cuts affecting
Rural Al aska.

4:55:57 PM

JOHN STRASENBURGH, SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference),
spoke in opposition to funding the Susitna-Wntana
Hydroel ectric Project. He did not any addition noney wasted
on the project. He suggested that the remaining funds in
the amount of $33 million should be used el sewhere. He al so
spoke in favor of public broadcasting. He felt that a cut
of 59 percent would be devastating to his local radio
station, KINA. He reviewed the value of public radio and
urged proper funding.

4:58: 03 PM

RUTH WOOD, SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference), testified
in support of funding for Medicaid expansion and public
broadcasting. She al so nentioned the funds that AEA had for
the Susitna-Wantana Hydroelectric Project and how they
could be better spent in the current fiscal crisis.

4:59:53 PM

PEARL BROWER, PRESIDENT, |LLISAGVIK COLLEGE, BARROW (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of its TVEP funding. She
cited sonme of the success statistics related to the
coll ege. She indicated the college had been receiving nore
and nore request for courses supporting workforce
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devel opnent. She wurged the conmittee to restore the
proposed budget cut for its funding.

5:01: 38 PM

KATHY  LEARY, WORKFORCE  DEVELOPMENT  TRAI NI NG  MANACER,
| LLI SAGVI K COLLEGE, BARROW (via tel econference), spoke in
opposition to the TVEP funding budget cut. She shared that
the TVEP allocation of $300 thousand for workforce
devel opment training was only a part of the college's
needed funding. She inforned the conmttee about the
wor kforce trainings. She asserted that the college's
request was less than 2 percent of the college' s overall
budget. She asked the legislature to restore its funding.

5:04:17 PM

BEN GLOVER, DEAN OF COVMUNITY AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT,
| LLI SAGVI K COLLEGE, BARROW (via teleconference), spoke in
support of reinstating the $300 thousand TVEP fundi ng that
was renoved from the budget. He tal ked about the inportance
of building local talent in vocational and technica
careers. He reported sonme statistics on the classes offered
at the college. He believed that the TVEP funds had been
used wisely in the past. He asked that the state funding be
restored. He thanked nenbers for their tine.

5:06: 53 PM

SALLY DYBDAHL, SCHOOL BQOARD MEMBER, HOONAH CITY SCHOOL
DI STRICT, HOONAH (via teleconference), spoke in favor of
supporting the AKLN program She appreciated the w de range
of courses available to students through AKLN. She also
voi ced opposition to funding cuts to the Al aska Marine
H ghway System She encouraged |awnakers to "think rural.”
She thanked the conmttee for listening to her testinony.

5:07:44 PM

BILL HILL, SUPERINTENDENT, BRISTOL BAY BOROUGH SCHOCOL
DISTRICT (via teleconference), spoke in favor of education
f undi ng. He outlined the changes to the district's
education program in order to naintain a bal anced budget.
He nentioned doing cutting as well as inplenenting creative
programng. He nention the district's strong partnership
with Lake and Peninsula School District which resulted in
t he devel opnent of a career and technical education program
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and joint staff training. He relayed that in the school
district's approach it has nanaged to |everage bandw dth
and technology and he cited sone specific exanples. He
appreciated the forward fundi ng approach inplenented in the
previous year. He appreciated every effort nade by the
|l egislature to nmaintain what was included in HB 278, the
omi bus education bill passed in 2014.

5:10: 09 PM

JAMES SQUYERS, SELF, DELTA JUCTION (via teleconference),
supported the proposed cuts and encouraged additional cuts.
He encouraged the use of the Institute of Social and
Econom ¢ Resear ch (I SER) nodel . He criticized the
| egislature for |everage spending and clainmed that it had
rai sed the baseline dependency of Alaskans. He discouraged
betting on future oil pricing, as it was extrenmely risky
and not conservative. He advised nenbers to enbrace the

| SER nodel. He stated that the legislature was still $1
billion short w thout a plan.
5:12:39 PM

PAMELA GOODE, SELF, DELTA JUNCTION (via teleconference),
recomended additional cuts to the budget. She opined that
the fiscal «crisis had been avoidable. She encouraged
| eaders to nmake additional cuts and to nake a strong stand.
She nmentioned a target level of $4.5 billion and to nake
the cuts now rather than later. She expounded that deficit
spending was wong as was Medicaid expansion. She advised
menbers to let the tough Ileaders lead and to nmake
appropriate cuts.

5:15: 00 PM

M STY FITZPATRICK, CTY ADM NI STRATOR, COFFMAN COVE (via
tel econference), testified in favor of the Online wth
Li braries program She conveyed that the conmmunity did not
otherwi se have internet service or cellular service. She
relayed the services offered by the library and described
it as the hub of the conmunity. She added that the library
was operated by volunteers. She urged continued support of
the OAL program and broadband support. She relayed her own
experience using the public library and nmade it clear the
i nportance of restoring funding to the OAL program

5:19:16 PM
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BRI AN OKONEK, SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference), spoke
in opposition to funding the Susitna-Wantana Hydroel ectric
Project. He encouraged the use of the $33 mllion to be
used for other funding itens. He did not support the
project or the effects it would potentially have on the
environment. He also was concerned with the real cost of
the project. He felt that there were |ess invasive energy
alternatives. He wanted the legislature to put noney
towards projects that were sure to be a benefit to the
econony of Al aska and environnentally sound. He thanked the
conmittee for its hard work.

5:21:15 PM

ROBI N GRAY, SUPERI NTENDENT, YAKUTAT SCHOOL DI STRICT (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of restoring the one-tine
broadband funding and the funding for AKLN. She detailed
some of the effects of recent funding reductions for the
school district. She asked that the one-tine funding for
broadband assistance and for AKLN be restored. She
continued to outline recent program | osses and spoke about
the district's technology needs and chall enges. She tal ked
about the requirenments for the new state assessnents were
an issue because of the quality of the district's
equi pnent. She appreciated being able to testify.

5:23: 54 PM

SCOTT HAHN, CTY MANAGER, SKAGWAY (via teleconference),
voi ced opposition to funding cuts to the Al aska Marine
Hi ghway System He referenced the benefits that the ferry
system provi ded. He tal ked about the potential consequences
of the proposed reductions to the ferry system He felt
that it did not show good ethics to dishonor already-nade
reservations. He asked about the cost to health and socia

services for Al askans. He nment i oned many ot her
repercussions from the planned reductions. He advocated
good investnents that create capital. He urged the

committee to save the remai ni ng econony.

5:26: 02 PM

JOHN TRONRUD, OWNER, WH TEHOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST, SKAGMY
(via teleconference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to
the Al aska Marine H ghway System He detailed the val ue of
the ferry system and conveyed his experience as a | odging
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owner. He opined that the ferry systemwas a vital link to
the entire state. He anticipated that the reduced capacity
woul d create a bottleneck. He discussed his bookings for
the following summer season and nmintained that the state
shoul d consider at |east maintaining funding through the
upcom ng Labor Day to honor the commtnents the state has
made. He also brought up a concern about the priority of
freight shipnments in the winter tine.

5:28:56 PM

TYLER ROSE, EXECUTI VE DI RECTI VE, WHI TE PASS AND YUKON ROUTE
RAI LROAD, SKAGWAY (via teleconference), voiced opposition
to funding cuts to the Alaska Mirine H ghway System He
outlined the potential catastrophic results of the proposed
cuts to the budget. The railroad system would be inpacted
due to the transportation of railroad patrons traveling on
the ferry system Many of the railroad' s tour partners and
suppliers utilized the services of the AVHS. Interruptions
to the novenent of people and goods could have a
detrinmental effect to businesses and famlies. He asked for
a reconsideration on the funding for Alaska's ferry system

5:30:17 PM

VENDY ANDERSQN, SKAGWAY CONVENTION AND VISITOR S BUREAU
(via teleconference), spoke in favor of restored funding
for AVHS. She discussed the significance of the cuts to the
system and the economic inpacts to the comunity of
Skagway. She talked about the current schedule being
honored through restored finding. She cited sone of the
significant inpacts of the decreases. She opined that the
cuts to the budget needed to be applied to a different
program She asked again that the appropriation for the
AVHS be restored.

5:31:49 PM

JACQUI TAYLOR, PRESI DENT, GOLDEN Cl RCLE CHAPTER, AK TOURI SM
| NDUSTRY ASSOCI ATI ON, SKAGMY (via tel econference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway
System She discussed the econom c inpact of the proposed
cuts to Skagway and other conmunities. She also described
the uni queness of traveling via Alaska's ferry system She
expressed concerns on behalf of the chapter and urged
menbers to restore funding for the published schedule. She
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al so asked that the extrene cuts that were proposed woul d
be reconsi der ed.

5:33:44 PM

CHRI' S VALENTINE, OMER, SERGEANT PRESTON S LODGE, SKAGMNY
(via tel econference), voiced opposition to funding cuts to
the Alaska Mrine H ghway System As a |odge owner he
reported that he had already taken hundreds of reservations
for the current year and continued to do so. He spoke about
the difficulties inposed on small business due to the
budget cut. He thanked the comittee nenbers for their
time.

5:34:25 PM

PAUL REI CHERT, TEMPSCO HELI COPTER, I NC. , SKAGMY (via
t el econference), requested restored funding to the AVHS for
this year. He explained the benefit of the ferry systemto
many places in Alaska. He believed there would be a
reverberating effect and anticipated severe damage to
coormerce in Alaska. He referred to Skagway and Haines as
corridors into and out of the state. He was concerned wth
previ ous bookings not being honored. He urged continued
funding for at |east through the next fiscal cycle.

5:36:47 PM

MARK SCHAFFER, MAYOR, SKAGWAY (via teleconference), voiced
opposition to funding cuts to the Alaska Marine H ghway
System He referred to the ferry system as am economc
engine to the region. He feared that the proposed cuts had
the potential to devastate econom es and small businesses
t hroughout the state and the Yukon. He urged the
| egislature to avoid dismantling the infrastructure already
in place. He also read a letter from Dan Curtis, the mayor
of Wiite Horse. The letter outline the city's concerns
regarding the proposed budget cuts to the AMHS. Tourism
made up much of the econony of the city. The letter
furthered that Wite Horse and Skagway shared a very
economc link. It cited statistics from 2014. The letter
also urged the House Finance Committee to carefully
consider all of the effects, intended or unintended, of the
proposed budget reductions.

5:38: 39 PM
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KATI E FRY, SELF, ANAKTUVUK PASS (via tel econference), spoke
in support of the Healthy Futures Program part of the
oesity Prevention and Wllness grant. She reviewed the
value of the program and its function. It was a successfu
program in the village that encouraged school -aged kids to
|l ook for healthy activities to participate in. It also
hel ped to support physical activity after school. The
Qoesity Prevention and Wellness grant helped in purchasing
various equipnment that pronoted a healthier community. She
reiterated her support for the Healthy Futures program

5:41: 53 PM

PJ FORD SLACK, | NTERI M SUPERI NTENDENT, HOONAH  SCHOOL
DI STRICT, HOONAH (via teleconference), spoke in favor of
early childhood education and in particular the Parents as
Teachers program She opined that any cuts to early
chil dhood prograns was a step backwards. She asked that
comm ttee nmenbers support broadband services as well as the
OAL program She enphasized prioritizing early chil dhood
educati on.

5:44:52 PM

Co- Chair Neuman recogni zed Representative Sam Kito Il1 and
Representative Dan Otiz in the audience.

5:45:13 PM

JOE PLESHA, TRI DENT SEAFOCDS, SEATTLE (via tel econference),
testified in support of the Al aska Seafood Marketing
Institute (ASM). He explained that Trident Seafoods had
processing facilities throughout the State of Alaska. He
reported the seafood industry currently suffered from very
bad exchange rates and difficult markets. He comended ASM
for the job it has done in pronoting Al aska seafood,
hel ping to increase the value of the harvest, and hel ping
to raise the raw fish tax revenues that coastal comunities
receive. He asked that ASM's cuts were nore in line with
the general cuts to the general fund.

5:46: 17 PM

CAROLYN SAYER, SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference), spoke
in opposition to funding the Susitna-Wantana Hydroel ectric
Project. She did not want any additional funds spent on the
project and wanted the nonies that were held by Al aska
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Energy Authority to be used for other pressing needs. She
expressed her support of education and health care. She
al so spoke in favor of supporting public broadcasting. She
reiterated her wish for the legislature to stop funding the
Susi t na- Want ana Hydroel ectric Project. She appreciated the
commttee's tinme.

5:48: 07 PM

ELLEN WOOLF, SELF, TALKEETNA (via tel econference), spoke in
opposition to funding the Susitna-Wantana Hydroelectric
Project. She suggested using the $33 mllion the Al aska
Energy Authority was holding to help fund school, public
radi o, hone weat herization and other deserving prograns and
projects. She urged the legislature to stop the dam project
and to use its funds for other projects.

5:49:43 PM

MOLLY WOOD, SELF, CHASE (via teleconference), spoke in
opposition to funding the Susitna-Wantana Hydroelectric
Project. She urged halting the Susitna Dam project and
using the nonies for other progranms and to hel p resolve the
state's fiscal crisis. She also spoke in favor of continued
funding for public broadcasting and the AMHS. She thanked
the committee for considering her testinony.

5:51: 39 PM

SARAH HANUSKE- HAM LTON, | NTERI M SUPERI NTENDENT, | DI TARCD
SCHOCOL DI STRICT, GRAYLING (via teleconference), spoke in
favor of full funding for broadband in schools. She
indicated that the district had purchased an online
curriculum covering four subject areas for grades K-12. A
si x-year |ease was signed by the school district because of
increased bandwdth for its schools. She continued to
outline the inportance of broadband support. She cited the
significance of leveraging the eRate from the federa

governnent increasing the state grant from $209 thousand to
almost $1 mllion. She thanked the conmmttee for I|istening
to her testinony.

5:53:55 PM

DOUG SM TH, SELF, TALKEETNA (via tel econference), spoke in
opposition to funding the Susitna-Wantana Hydroelectric
Project and in favor of cutting unessential itens from the
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state budget. He supported funding education, public radio,
and the ferry system He stated financial statistics
concerning the spending of the Susitna Dam project. He
expressed concern wth interfering wth the salnon
resource. He opined that the project was no |onger needed
and urged that the project be shut down.

5:56:16 PM

MARK VI NK, BUSI NESS MANAGER, BERI NG STRAI T SCHOOL DI STRI CT,
UNALAKLEET (via teleconference), spoke in support of the
br oadband assistance grant. He expressed that the program
has been of great help to the school district. He nentioned
being able to leverage state dollars to gain additional
f eder al dol | ars. Many of the required testing were
accessible online. He reported that his school district
needed the extra bandwidth to carry out the assessnents.
Her thanked commttee nenbers for their tine.

5:57:24 PM

STEVE ATWATER, VI CE PRESI DENT, K-12 QOUTREACH, UNI VERSITY OF
ALASKA, FAI RBANKS (via teleconference), spoke in favor of
the restoration of $750 thousand of general funds that were
reduced for the statewide nentoring program He expressed
his concern about recruitnment challenges. He provided
statistics concerning the supply of teachers in the United
St at es. The Alaska Statewide Mentoring Program was
essential in retaining teachers. He understood the need for
the state to reduce expenditures but the reduction to the
particul ar program would have long-term inplications that
would lead to increased expenses by school districts. He
pronpted the legislature to reinstate the $750 thousand for
the statewide nentoring program He thanked nenbers for
their consideration of his testinony and for their work for
the citizens of Al aska.

5:59:16 PM

NORVA HOLMGAARD, SUPERI NTENDENT, YUPIIT SCHOOL DI STRICT,
AKI ACHAK (via tel econference), spoke in favor of restoring
funding for the broadband assistance program and the $32
mllion in one-tinme funding for education. The one-tine
funding would allow the school district to expand and
upgrade the career and technical education program as well
as to nake needed to inprovenents to teacher housing. She
referred to the issues in Tuluksak which cost the school
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district tens of thousands of dollars in repairs of frozen
pipes and outdated infrastructure. She asked that the
commttee reconsider funding for the prograns she
nment i oned.

6: 00: 33 PM

MATHEW ALLEN, SELF, MCGRATH (via teleconference), voiced
his concerns with the cuts to the MGath Departnent of
Nat ural Resources fire canp. He told the commttee about
his twenty five years of experience in fire-fighting. He
stated that the plan called for snoke junper use to
suppress fires in the area. He was concerned with getting
snoke junper response to the Southwest area and provided
some exanples of the challenges faced with the proposed
cut. He thanked the conmttee nmenbers for their tine.

6: 02: 58 PM

ANTHONY CRAVALHO, MANIILAQ GOVERNMENT COUNCIL, KOTZEBUE
(via tel econference), relayed that Mayor Maija Lukin had to
| eave but supported fully funding the jail in Kotzebue. He
spoke in support of behavioral health funding and conpl ex
behavi or funding. He asserted that cutting these prograns
and services would not save the state noney in the |ong
term surmsing that a lack of these services would cause
an influx of consunmers of energency services and jail. He
spoke to a high rate of suicide. He added that the highest
demand on the services was from young Al aska Native nmen who
are not eligible for Medi cai d, and make up a
di sproportionately high percentage of those incarcerated.
He urged the conmittee to not nake it nore difficult for
rural communities to access behavioral health services.

6: 05: 32 PM

CLARA  HENRY, KOTZEBUE PUBLIC RAD QO KOTZEBUE (vi a
tel econference), spoke in support of public broadcasting.
She relayed that KPR provided inportant search and rescue
information;, as well as news, weather, and inportant
information for 11 villages. She asked for continued
f undi ng.

6: 06: 36 PM

WLLI PRITTIE, SELF, SUNSH NE (via teleconference), spoke
in support of funding for public broadcasting. He urged the
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cormittee to go about making cuts in a careful and
t houghtful way. He spoke against a proposed 59 percent cut
to public broadcasting. He did not want rural Alaska to go
by the wayside. He suggested taking noney from the Al aska
Energy Authority (AEA); and specifically referred to a
$33.5 mllion increnent for a mega-dam on the Susitna
River. He opined that this proposal was unwanted, ill-
advi sed, economcally wunfeasible, and was dangerous to
sal non habitat.

ELENOR  HENKE, SELF, SUNSHINE (via teleconference),
supported funding for public broadcasting. She echoed
comments about funding for public radio. She stressed that
the 59 percent cut could be fatal for the local radio
station. She spoke to the community's reliance on radio for
enmer gency announcenents, news, and other. She stated that
AEA was sitting on $33 million to pursue a license for the
ill-advised Susitna Dam and suggested it be redirected to
nore inportant prograns.

6:10: 29 PM

DI ANE BROWN, SELF, DENALI NATI ONAL PARK (via
tel econference), testified in support of ANSWER 2.0, a STEM
education program She provided information about the
program which focused on mddle school students in rural

areas across Alaska. She urged the comrmittee to invest in
t he program and students who were Al aska's future.

6: 11: 33 PM

BENJAM N BROWN, SELF, DENALI NATI ONAL PARK  (via
tel econference), spoke in support of a STEM education
program He related that he had been |ooking forward to
participating in the program for quite sone tine. He
highlighted the inportance of investing in future
generati ons.

6: 12: 02 PM

BILL THOVAS, SELF, HAINES (via teleconference), was
concerned about cuts to the Alaska Seafood Marketing
Institute (ASM), Tourism and Marketing, and the Departnent
of Natural Resources Division of Forestry. He expressed
concerned about the lack in tinber sales. He stated that
without a forester there would be cutting wthout permts
and a subsequent increase in violations. He spoke about
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past legislative bodies working to inprove the salnon
i ndustry through supporting agency budgets, including ASM.
He was concerned that the inpacts would hurt Southeast
Al aska, as well as inpact other agency budgets with an
increase in drug and alcohol abuse. He spoke to the
Department of Fish and Gane and a recent Kking salnon
rel ease in Haines, which he considered to be unsuccessful
He supported intent |anguage in the DFG that would stop the
departnment from cutting the budgets for state-owned fish
streans on state land. He stressed the Constitution's
protection of state fisheries. He noted that the Chilkat
and Chil koot systens were the only river systens in Al aska
that are not under the purview of Canada or the federal
gover nnent .

6: 15: 58 PM

NAOM NCORVACK, SELF, MCGRATH  (via tel econference),
testified against the cut to the Division of Forestry. She
el aborated that the southwest are covered mllions of acres
with villages and renpte cabins scattered throughout. She
noted that snoke junpers get deployed to area fires, and
wi thout a base in McGath support could be greatly del ayed.
She el aborated that the MG ath Bell 212 helicopter is a
shared resource and cannot cuts would dimnish the use of
the helicopter due to acceptable flight time and distance.
She nentioned annual training of energency personnel. She
di scussed that elimnating six positions from MGath was
not the only option. She noted that the absence of
personnel in the area would nean other people would have to
cover the service. She discussed her job duties. She
specified that nost fires were near villages and response
time was critical. She hoped there would not be increased
di sasters due to a slow response tine.

6: 18: 23 PM

NORM CARSON, PELICAN CHAMBER OF COWERCE, PELICAN (via
tel econference), requested full funding of the Al aska
Mari ne H ghway System (AVHS). He declared that the AVHS was
a necessity for Pelican rather than a conveni ence. He asked
the commttee to give AMHS a chance to provide service. He
shared that the conmunity was not on the road system He
stated that tourism fisheries, and other business were all
dependent on the marine highway schedule. He proposed
consideration of a dedicated stream of revenue for AMHS
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through an additional tax on fuel, including marine fuel.
He t hanked the conmittee for its tine.

6:19:57 PM

JACKI E RAY, SELF, SOLDOTNA (via teleconference), spoke in
support of education funding and public broadcasting. He
stated that the Al aska H ghway was strategically inportant;
money had been invested over many years and it was not okay
to just drop the ball. He stated that nobre investnent was
needed. He believed there would be increased tourismin the
state caused by reality television shows. He discussed that
t he highway could support Cordova, Wittier, Kodiak, Honer,
and Dutch Harbor. He nentioned independent travelers and
their use of the highways. He supported public broadcasting
and education. He characterized the Susitna Dam as a
tremendous waste of noney, which was not good for the
ecosyst em

6: 22: 48 PM

RANDALL JOHN ROSENCRANS, SELF, GALENA (via tel econference),
spoke in strong support for public broadcasting. He
enphasi zed that the radio provided news and information to
the comunity, and was a critical service to the region. He
understood that it was difficult to make cuts and that they
had to be nade, but he asked the commttee to consider the
i npact it woul d have.

6: 24: 23 PM

ROB BROWN, SELF, RUBY (via teleconference), testified in
support of public broadcasting. He spoke to the services
the radio provided and described it as a lifeline. He noted
that it has saved lives and it was a worthy investnent.

6: 25:22 PM

MARLA HOWARD, SELF, KAKE (via teleconference), testified
against cuts to the Al aska Marine H ghway System (AMHS).
She di scussed that schools used the AVHS for sports trips.
She noted that there would be an increase in small plane
crashes as well as smaller boat traffic if the AVHS was
cut. She discussed the high costs for perishable goods in
the community. She asked the comittee to cut out
extravagances and take care of rural Al aska.
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6:27:58 PM

BARBARA MANNI X, SELF, TALKEETNA (via tel econference), asked
the conmttee to withdraw funds for the proposed Susitna
dam project, which totaled over $30 nillion. She stated
that the project made no fiscal sense and characterized it
as an "environnmental travesty." She believed the funds
should be freed up for use on needed public services such
as early childhood education, broadband access, AMHS, and
publ i ¢ broadcasti ng.

6:29: 20 PM

GRETE  PERKI NS, SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference),
testified against cuts to AMHS, broadband i nternet,
education, and public Dbroadcasting. She stressed that
public broadcasting provided a lifeline for her conmunity;
t hey depended on radio for information on emergencies. She
asked the commttee to release the funds intended for the
Susitna River dam She stressed that the dam was bad news.

6:31: 01 PM

JACK WALSH, SUPERI NTENDENT, CRAIG SCHOOL DI STRICT, CRAIG
(via teleconference), spoke against cuts to education. He
testified in support for broadband internet access and
early childhood prograns. He stated that he hoped the
| egi slature would find solutions that would not devastate
education and the future of the state.

6: 31: 57 PM

VH TNEY WOLFF, CHAI R, TALKEETNA COVWUNI TY COUNCI L,
TALKEETNA (via teleconference), spoke against the Susitna-
Wat ana Hydroel ectric Project. She noted that she had been a
licensing participant in the process since 2011. She stated
that it was troubling to hear the information on the
projected licensing plans from the AEA. She stated that
AEA's tineline was overoptimstic and sinplistic. She did
not believe $100 mllion in 2008. She alluded to the
escal ating construction costs, and opined that the project
and its associated costs were out of Alaska's financial
reach during the current difficult budget climte. She
di scussed the inportance of cleaning up the river, and
suggest ed t hat t he appropri ated f unds shoul d she
reall ocated for that as well as other essential services
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mentioned by previous testifiers. Addi tionally, she
supported investnent in the gas pipeline.

6:34:39 PM

HEATHER LEBA, SELF, TALKEETNA (via teleconference), spoke
in opposition of any continued funding for the Susitna Dam
project. She noted that she was a fisheries biologist, and
urged the commttee to discontinue funding any further
studies on this poorly designed project. She pointed out
the recreational activities that took place on the river,
which was also robust salnon habitat. She opined that
education, AWMHS, public radio, and health care, were all
better investnents.

6: 36: 14 PM

JANET BALI CE, NOVE PUBLI C SCHOOLS, NOVE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of funding Pre-K prograns.
She relayed the successes of students in her school
district due to Head Start and other Pre-K prograns. She
talked about the <cost per student in Pre-K versus
el enentary school and the nobney saved by conmbining Pre-K
and K-12. She pointed out that there was |ess nobney spent
on renedial education and other services when Pre-K is
utilized. She nmentioned that the state had not applied for
federal grants for Pre-K in the amount of $10 million, and
menti oned the program Race to the Top as an exanple. She
encouraged | ooking into the future and to support funding.

6: 38: 55 PM

LU SA MACHUCA, NORTHWESTERN ALASKA CAREER AND TECHNI CAL
CENTER (NACTEC), NOME (via tel econference), spoke in favor
of funding for wvocational education. She spoke of the
opportunities that NACTEC has offered for youth in the
region, and referred to a correlation with increased high
school graduation rates. She expressed concern regarding
i ncreased drug and al cohol use, dropouts, increased at-risk
behavi ors, and suicide wthout i nport ant vocat i onal
prograns for youth. She thanked the commttee for its tine.

6:41: 04 PM

ANG E GORN, PRESI DENT AND CEQG, NORTON SOUND HEALTH
CORPORATI ON  (NSHC), NOVE (via teleconference), spoke in
support of NACTEC and funding for vocational education. She
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related that NSHC is the l|argest enployer in the Bering
Strait region, and has a partnership with NACTEC through
whi ch high school students received training for healthcare
careers. She relayed the training center provided training
for over 90 certified nursing assistants in the past 12
years, which are the backbone of the tribal nursing hone in
the region. She pointed out that the nursing honme is anong
the top 40 best nursing hones in the nation, which would
not have been possible wthout locally trained staff
produced by the NACTEC program She nmentioned that the
partnership had developed a |ocal nursing program and had
celebrated 5 graduates from the program which is
affiliated with the University of Alaska Anchorage and the
Uni versity of Al aska Fairbanks.

6:43: 42 PM

MATHEW M CHELS, NOVE ESKIMO COVWUNITY, NOVE (via
tel econference), spoke in favor of education and youth
services. He stated he was a new tribal council nmenber. He
related that education is a fundanental right and shoul d be
the last thing that is ever cut. He noted youth services
progranms such as Lego Robotics, Guys Read, and afterschoo

prograns for students. He enphasi zed the inportance of Pre-
K funding as well. He felt that Pre-K provided a
fundamental foundation for education. He stressed the
i mportance of fully funding education to invest in future
generations of productive citizens that can earn a living
wage and were not dependent upon social prograns.

6: 45: 39 PM

DEBI BALDW N, CH LD DEVELOPMENT DI RECTOR, RURAL CAP, NOVE
(via teleconference), spoke against cuts to Pre-K funding,
Parents as Teachers, and Best Beginnings. She opined that
it was short-sighted to defund needed early childhood
progranms in rural areas, and would not result in short or
long term savings to the state. She spoke of anticipated
hi gher short-term costs in renedial education, and higher
long-term costs in health care and adult supportive
servi ces.

6:46:42 PM

BRIAN MERRI TT, WRANGELL FISH AND GAME ADVI SORY COW TTEE,
WRANGELL (via teleconference), spoke in favor of funding
the Alaska State Trooper position. He noted that he is a
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current elenmentary teacher with 25 years of experience, and
spoke in favor of restoring funding for the OA program
(Online with Libraries). He added that the program hel ps
with the summer reading program and greatly enhances his
student's ability to retain what they |earned during the
school year. He proposed that the commttee imagine the
state closed down the Alaska-Canada for four days a week
each summer, as analogy to cuts to AVHS. He supported fully
funding the AWMHS. He suggested cutting positions by half
rather than fully cutting state positions as proposed.

6:48: 34 PM

JEFF  JABUSCH, BOROUGH MANAGER, CITY AND BOROUGH OF
WRANGELL, WRANGELL (via teleconference), urged support for
community jails and revenue sharing. He noted that the
conbination of these two reductions mght necessitate
closing the Wangell jail and transferring prisoners,
thereby costing the state. He also advocated funding for
the AWVHS. He expressed the benefits of the highway and
highlighted its inportance to economc devel opnent. He
favored support of the public broadcasting and highlighted
the inportance of the local radio station. He was in favor
of funding for the six LIO offices proposed to be cut.

6:51: 02 PM

RUTH STOUGH, SELF, WRANGELL (via teleconference), spoke in
favor of funding the AWVHS. She also expressed her support
of the Wangell LIO

6:52:15 PM

PATRI CK MAYER, SUPERI NTENDENT, WRANGELL PUBLI C SCHOCLS,
VWRANGEL L (via teleconference), spoke in favor of
reinstating the $32 million in one-time funding for
education. He relayed sone of the effects of the proposed
cuts, including the potential |oss of one certified teacher
and several aids.

6: 53: 37 PM

M CHELLE GALLA, SELF, WRANGELL (via teleconference), spoke
in favor of funding for AKLN. She related that the program
served several hundred students from 47 school districts
across the state. She discussed the courses offered,
including credit recovery, dual <credit, honors classes,
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coll ege prep, career training, and a variety of electives.
She indicated that distance learning allowed them to
successfully serve students in large and small schools
across the entire state.

6: 55: 39 PM

ZACH FANSLER, COUNCILMAN, CITY OF BETHEL, BETHEL (via
t el econference), supported continued revenue sharing and
opposed the $57 million proposed cut. He noted that the
funds were vital to the local comunities, and cited
several exanples from Bethel. He spoke against the 59
percent cut to public broadcasting, which would be
devastating. He characterized the local station, KYUK as a
lifeline. He supported a state inconme tax to alleviate the
di re budget situation.

6:58:13 PM

KARA JOHNSQON, SELF, CORDOVA (via tel econference), advocated
for funding of the AMHS. She indicated that she was
affiliated with the Cordova Arts and Pageants Board and the
Parks and Recreation Comm ssion; both of which would be
affected drastically. She referred to negative inpacts on
tourism and fisheries, as well as the increased burden of
hi gher prices of goods and services. She referred to the
ferry system as a life line, and noted that the AMS
provides basic needs to the residents of Prince WIIliam
Sound. She appreci ated bei ng heard.

HB 72 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

HB 73 was HEARD and HELD in commttee for further
consi derati on.

Co-Chair Neuman reviewed the schedule for the follow ng
day.

#
ADJ OURNVENT

7:01:40 PM

The neeting was adjourned at 7:01 p. m
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