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CHAIR WES KELLER called the House Education Standing Commttee

neeting to order at 12:04 p.m Representati ves Keller,
Drumond, Spohnhol z, Tal erico, Seaton, and Vazquez were present
at the call to order. Representative Colver arrived as the

nmeeting was in progress.

SB 174- REG OF FI REARMS/ KNI VES BY UNI V. OF AK

12: 05: 02 PM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the only order of business would be
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 174(FIN, "An Act relating to the
regul ation of firearnms and knives by the University of Al aska;
and providing for an effective date."

12: 05: 07 PM

SENATOR PETE KELLY, Alaska State Legislature, explained the
intention behind the CS for SB 174(FIN), which is to address a
constitutional conflict between the University of Alaska (UA)
and the people of Al aska; and he pointed out that the university
is a subdivision of the state. In 2003 the ability for Al askans
to carry a conceal ed weapon was adopted; however, the university
doesn't recognize that right and has inplenmented a policy
restricting that freedom Red signs designating the university
as a gun-free zone are posted throughout the canmpus. These red
signs are what is relied upon to ensure canpus safety, he said,
and conjectured on why this is not sufficient. The issue is
constitutional and the prohibition represents overreach on the
part of the university. He recalled the recent canmpus shootings
in San Bernardino, California, [12/2/15] and said that it was
the inpetus to revisit the UA policy, along with other attacks
across the nation that have also occurred in |ocales designated
as gun-free zones. The state statute aligns with the Second
Amendnent [of the U S. Constitution], he wunderscored, which
doesn't allow the university to make a prohibition for bearing
of arns on canpus.

12: 14: 30 PM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked for justification of the $450, 000
fiscal note.

SENATOR KELLY said it will be used primarily for a study to

include a security analysis, and for determning further safety
measures to supplant the ineffective red signs.
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12:16: 36 PM

JOE BYRNES, Staff, Senator Pete Kelly, Alaska State Legislature,
referred to the fiscal note to state that the figure is a
reduction from the initial $1.3 mllion fiscal note, based on
| egi sl ative nodel s i npl enmented in I daho and U ah.

12: 18: 16 PM

MR. BYRNES provided the sectional analysis, of the CS for SB
174(FIN) paraphrasing from a prepared statenment, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

Section 1

It is the findings and intent of the legislature that
the right to bear arnms is constitutionally protected
under Art. 1, Sec. 19 of the Alaska Constitution, that
the University O Alaska Board O Regents nmay not
abridge that right, and the legislature reserves to
the state the authority to regulate firearns.

Section 2

Amends AS 14.40 (The University of Alaska and the
Community Colleges statutes) affirmng the authority
to regulate firearnms and knives is reserved to the
state, the Board of Regents may not regulate firearns
and kni ves except

1. In a manner identical to state | aw
2. In student dormtories or other shared Iliving
guarters

The Board of Regents nmay adopt and enforce policies
regul ating the open carry of firearns, restricting the
di schar ge, and prohi bi ting t he possessi on in
restricted access areas.

If the Board of Regents adopt regulation of the
carrying of handguns in dormtories, the policies nust
require that the handgun is either carried on the
person or secured in an owner provided |ockbox at all
times. Persons living in dormtories nust declare to
the University their intention to keep a weapon in
their dormtory roonms. The University may privately
collect and store (for not nore than a year) that
information. The University may use that information
when nmaking housing decisions for students who
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expressed they don't want to share a dormitory room
with a person who possesses a firearm

The University is prohibited from creating a database
or registry of persons who possess firearnms on canpus,
requiring witten permssion before a person may
possess a firearm on canmpus, or adopt inplied consent
policies regarding restricted possessi on on canpus.

The University is immune from civil liability for
policies enforced under this section.

Section 3
The bill takes effect August 1, 2016

12: 21: 12 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ asked whether there are other public
spaces or public buildings where the state disallows public
carry of firearns.

MR. BYRNES said the state weapons m sconduct statute stipul ates
five prohibited spaces and the only public building where
firearns are not allowed are court houses.

12: 21: 56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ questioned whether weapons are all owed
in the state Capitol building.

MR. BYRNES responded that adopted policy bans firearnms in the
Capitol, but no law prohibits the presence of weapons. Anyone
found in possession of a firearm while in the Capitol conplex,
is in violation of policy but not |aw

REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ asked how firearm storage will occur in
t he residence halls.

MR. BYRNES answered that the bill defines netal |ock boxes for
dormitories, and all canmpuses have centralized weapons storage
avai | abl e.

12:24: 52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said having a weapon in the Capitol is a
violation of policy, and asked whether the wuniversity has a
simlar policy; which this bill is seeking to override.
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MR. BYRNES responded that if a person were to bring a weapon
onto a canpus it would be simlar to bringing one into the
Capitol, and violate an existing policy but not a specific |aw.

12: 27: 49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND asked what are the five prohibited areas
nanmed in the weapons m sconduct statute.

MR. BYRNES answered: a bar, any K-12 institution or daycare
facility, donestic violence shelters, court houses, and inside
anot her person's honme w thout their express consent.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND i nqui red about bringing a firearmonto a
mlitary base.

MR. BYRNES pointed out that all mlitary bases are under the
purvi ew of federal |aw.

12:29: 09 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ noted the presence of childcare centers
that are on npbst canpuses.

MR. BYRNES expl ained that the presence of children on canpus is
simlar to other areas where children frequent but which is an
area not considered specific to the care of those children.
However, a designated canpus daycare facility would be a firearm
prohi bited area, as specified under statute.

12:31:47 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND asked about the consequences for
i mproper handling of a firearm on canmpus, or for leaving it
unat t ended.

MR. BYRNES said that the expectation is for the university to
draft policy and regul ation for canpus protocol.

12: 33: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ queried whether policy would include
provisions to allow for gun-free dormtories as a neans for
catering to students who would prefer that type of arrangenent.
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MR. BYRNES explained that the students who desire to carry a
firearm would register/declare its presence to university

of ficials. | f soneone objects to sharing a space with soneone
who nmintains a weapon, alternate arrangenents nay be made;
however, the privacy of those who carry wll be protected and

may not allow for segregation.

REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ expressed concern for a student not
necessarily know ng whether their assigned dormtory roommate is
i n possession of a firearm

12:35: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON directed attention to the CS page 2,
[lines 9 and] 10, which read as foll ows:

(c) The Board of Regents may adopt and enforce

policies
(1) regulating the carrying of openly carried
firearns;

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked for the intent of this subsection
and paragraph and whether it is neant to all ow conceal ed versus
openly carried firearnmns.

MR. BYRNES expl ained that the university may adopt and enforce
policies regulating the open carry of firearns, but may not
prohi bit the action.

12: 36: 53 PM

CHAI R KELLER opened public testinony.

12: 37: 34 PM

M CHAEL HOSTI NA, General Council, University of Al aska Fairbanks
(UAF), suggested unintended consequences that may result from SB
174 including the governance of long guns, as the bill only
appears to address handguns. He said thousands of students and
staff are on canpus and sonme nmay have nmental or other troubling

i ssues. In those specific situations, the Board of Regents
would like to be able to regulate firearns. The bill requires
the wuniversity to establish storage areas, which nmay prove
costly. The state has inposed regulation of firearnms for

speci fic purposes, he noted, and added that the Board of Regents
woul d appreci ate being able to review any amendnents proposed.
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12:43: 55 PM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ directed attention to the CS, page 2,
lines [16]-20, which read as foll ows:

(3) prohibiting the possession of firearnms or Kknives
in the restricted ... in university-designated roons
during adjudication of staff or student disciplinary
i ssues and di sputes;

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ pointed out that this |anguage appears to
address sone of M. Hostina's concerns.

12:44: 57 PM

GEORGE PIERCE stated opposition to the CS for SB 174(FIN) and
said if guns aren't allowed in the Capitol why should young
people be allowed to carry on canpus. The bill is backed by
menbers of the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) he
poi nted out, and opined, it's trying to fix sonmething that isn't
br oken. The students and faculty nenbers have stated
opposition, and he suggested the nenbers Ilisten to the
col l ective voi ces.

12:47: 35 PM

M KE COONS, stated support for the CS for SB 174(FIN),
paraphrasing from a prepared statenent, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

| have testified in the Senate hearings for SB 174 and
have, like the Senators endured the fear, the flat out
lies of the anti-gun talking points as well as the
foreign students/facility and Alaskan facility that
threaten to leave if this passes. As Senator Kelly
said to the later, don't let the door hit themin the
...on the way out!

VWhat really gets nme, is the audacity that sone preface
their testinony that they hunt, they own guns but they
oppose the arnmed citizen on canpus because they don't

trust their fellow gun owners! They use the "I hunt,
or target shoot" as a ruse. The 2nd Anendnent and
Article 1 section 19 is not about hunting, target
shooting or collecting, it about our fundanental

freedom agai nst any form of tyrants, be that an out
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of control governnent or a crimnal bent on serious
harm or death to me or others.

Thus, any whom call in with this ruse, | am calling
out as a flat out liar or an elitist like Rosie
O Donnell who thinks only they can own a firearm but
not the rest of us lowy peasants. What they don't
understand, nor will they admt is that we whom stand

for our God given rights as recognized by our founding
fathers, shall prevail!

12:49: 11 PM

GREG STODDARD, stated support for the CS for SB 174(FIN),
stating that the Second Anmendnent of the U S. Constitution and
Article 1, Section 19 of the state constitution are being
di sregarded by the wuniversities policy. He reported that he
wor ks on canpus and was ignhored by the Board of Regents' policy
makers, when he approached them wth questions regarding
firearns. He opined:

No law or policy prevents acts of terror by arned

aggr essors. Current |laws already provide the avenue
of accountability for those who would abuse the rights
of others. SB 174 provides for generous regulatory
policy nmaking [in order] to address ... concerns.

12:51: 15 PM

REG NA HOCK, Professor, University of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF),
stated opposition to the CS for SB 174(FIN), and said canpus
firearm regul ations should reflect other restricted areas such
as courtroonms, K-12 schools, party conventions, mlitary bases,

and the Capitol. The wuniversity is a place of |earning and
exploring, which can lead to controversies and heated exchanges
as part of the learning process. These argunents need to be
conducted in a safe setting to allow for full expression, and
this bill, if passed, would renove that sense of safety.

Faculty nenbers often cause nmmjor distress to students via
assignment of a low grade, failing a course, or termnation of

st at us. In a large class it is not unusual for students to be
frustrated by the grades they receive, and in sone cases
psychol ogi cal and anger issues are evident. Further, students

may arrive in class while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs, or in an angry state of m nd. She said she is dismyed
and scared by the possibility of such students bringing weapons
to her class or office; nore frightened than for the possible
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occurrence of a rare, mass shooting. An inmpul se reaction by a
student due to nental issues, alcohol, and anger is frightening.

Freedom of speech wll be conpromsed if there is fear of
of fending soneone, and that fear wll adversely affect the
climate of teaching and |learning at the university. The vast

majority of faculty, <college presidents, Board of Regents,
canpus police, unions, and staff council do not want this bill
She urged the commttee to heed the majority voice of those who
will be directly affected, and not pass SB 174.

12:53: 15 PM

SIMON FILHOL, Student, University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF),
stated opposition to the CS for SB 174(FIN), and said the canpus
is an open area for debate and discussion, where anyone's
beliefs and values can be expressed and challenged, as a
necessary part of +the academ c process. Allowing firearns
inplies a hierarchy between those who carry guns and those who
don't; restricting sone people's freedom to express their
opi ni on. He said that, as a student comng from out of state

his decision to enroll would have been different had he known
firearms would be present in a classroom Ohers may decide to
not attend, should this legislation prevail, he opined, and
urged nmenbers not to support SB 174.

12:54: 57 PM

JEFFREY BENOW TZ, University  of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF),
testified on the CS for SB 174(FIN), paraphrasing from a
prepared statenent, and said:

Humans are really bad at risk assessnent. They're
scared of sharks, |ightening, and snakes, where bees
lead to far nore death. Humans are also bad on safety
assessnent. The UA regents has banned narijuana on
canpus for safety reasons. The UA regents has banned
tobacco on canpus for safety reasons. Al nost  al

sexual assaults on canpus involve alcohol, yet the UA
regents allow alcohol on canmpus. ... | suggest an

anendnent to SB 174 that bans the presence of al cohol
in canmpus buildings when guns are present. C.
Excess drinking and guns do not mx well. Pl ease
anend SB 174 so that it bans the presence of al cohol
i n canpus buil dings when guns are present. University
of Alaska students wll nmake the right choice when
given the option: will choose firearm possession
which is a right, over alcohol which is a perm ssion.
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12:56:40 PM

ROSS MULLINS stated opposition to the CS for SB 174(FIN), and
sai d:

| have four children who have attended college, and if
| had known of a legal firearms carry on any college

canpus they wished to attend, | would have prevented
that from happeni ng. | think this bill is insanity
and | don't think your judgenent on this is a
responsible one if this bill were to continue through
the process. I think Senator Kelly and his
i deol ogi cal framework is flawed. The constitution,
which ... relegated firearns to armed mlitias, is not
being properly construed. If you see fit to keep
pronmoting this bill, I would be very distressed.
12:58: 31 PM

CARL KANCIR stated support for the CS for SB 174(FIN), and said
the point of a concealed weapon is so that no one knows you are

carryi ng. Thus, a roommate would not know. However, if it is
requi red that soneone register their conceal ed weapon on canpus,
it changes the picture. He conjectured that a terrorist

planning to shoot-up the canpus could access the registration
information and initially target anyone with a conceal ed weapon.
A nine shot revolver can be enptied in three seconds, and the
response time for canpus police is between one and two m nutes.
In 60-120 seconds, the nunber of shots that could be fired would
put many lives in jeopardy. |'"'m not in favor of anyone know ng
whet her sonmeone is carrying a concealed weapon or not. The
chances of soneone responding with a firearmto a bad grade or
due to a disagreenent is perhaps nore rare than a terrorist
com ng onto canpus, he opined.

1: 00: 53 PM

CALLI E CONNERTON, Student Body President, University of Al aska
Sout heast (UAS), stated opposition to the CS for SB 174(FIN),
paraphrasing from a prepared statenent, which read as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

| am a student at the University of Al aska Southeast
and serve as the Student Government President here in
Juneau and as the Statewide Coalition of Student
Leaders Vi ce-Chair.
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There are two big reasons that |1'm here before you

opposing SB 174. First, a canmpus is no place for
guns, and second, contrary to what you' ve been told

this bill does have fiscal inpact and Alaska's
students can't afford it. Maj or stakeholders - from

students, the university president and Board of
Regents to school faculty - oppose this dangerous and
expensi ve | egi sl ation.

Let nme explain why a Canpus is no place for guns.
Col l eges and universities are relatively safe from gun
vi ol ence - but canmpus life has other risk factors that
makes the presence of guns dangerous. VWhat are those
risk factors?

- Alcohol and Drugs: Al cohol leads to inpaired
j udgnment about whether to shoot a gun, as well as
i npaired aim when firing. And a Col unmbia University
study found that half of U S. college students binge
drink or abuse illegal or prescription drugs.

- Sui ci de: Coll ege students are at elevated risk of
firearm suicide: The firearmsuicide rate of 18 to 21
year-olds is nine tinmes higher than the firearm

suicide rate of people 17 and under. And sui cide
attenpts with guns are far nore successful than other
suicide attenpts. Here in Alaska, we have huge

problems with Seasonal Affective D sorder, which also
| eads to depression in our students.

- @n Hom cide: People age 18-20 represent 4.4
percent of the total U S. population but commt 17
percent of all gun hom cides.

- Sone students mght be responsible gun owners,
however, there are often situations where they are in
close proximty wth students who don't know have
knowl edge of responsible gun handling or think of guns
as a toy. W don't want students to have easy access
toagun if they will not be responsible.

- There is also no concealed carried permt that is
required in this bill, with would allow soneone to be
able to carry w thout proper know edge as |ong as they
have not done anything in the past warranting themto
no pass a background check.
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My final point is that students will end up paying for
guns on canpus and with the budget crunch we're under,
it's irresponsible to pass a bill that wll cost
students noney.

When the gun | obby went to Idaho and told themto pass

a guns on canpus bill they said it wouldn't cost
anyt hing, but they were wong. It cost 3.7 mllion
dol | ars. | have the article right here and |I'm happy

to give you copies. Not only did it cost 3.7 mllion
dollars for their few colleges and universities to
conply, but it was paid for on the backs of students
because the state was in the mddle of a budget crunch
and they wouldn't allocate noney to the increased
security costs. | can't afford to pay for this
| egi sl ation and neither can ny fell ow students.

| respectfully ask you to vote no on SB 174.
1: 03:40 PM
LORA VESS, PhD, Professor, University of Al aska Sout heast (UAS),
stated opposition to the CS for SB 174(FIN), paraphrasing froma

prepared statenent, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

| am a resident of Juneau. | am also an Assistant
Prof essor of Sociology at the University of Al aska
Southeast. | am a faculty nenber strongly opposed to
Senate Bill 174. | submt this as a reflection of ny
personal values and experiences rather than as a
representative of UAS, but | know that many faculty,

staff, and students share this position.

First, this is an unfunded mandate in a time of
budget ary shortfalls. Accor di ng to t he | daho
Statesman, Idaho is looking at an additional cost of
$3.7 mllion for required netal detectors, enployee
training, and additional staff for five canpuses after
its canmpus carry law went into effect. The Houston
Chronicle reported that the Texas law is estimated to
cost up to $47 mllion over six years for the
University of Houston and University of Texas systens
to update security, build gun |ockers, and prepare
canmpus police.
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On a personal level, | am not anti-gun ownership or
use. | grew up in a snmall Virginia conmunity and
recogni ze their value for hunting and protection. |
attended Virginia Tech for ny undergraduate degree. |
had friends and forner professors who were on canpus
the day of the shootings and | worried anxiously until

news of their safety energed. | was also a resident
advisor while at Virginia Tech and | |ived and worked
in West Anbler Johnston, in the actual dorm room where
two people were killed. | have also been nugged,
unarned, at gunpoint. However, even in light of these
experiences, | strongly believe that institutions of

hi gher education are not the appropriate setting to
wage a battle over rights to possess firearns. Many of
my students are struggling to find their adult
identity and develop a sense of self. This does not
need to be conplicated by adding another potentially
expl osi ve vari abl e into their transition from
adol escence to adul t hood.

As a professor, | care deeply about ny students and
creating and protecting a safe |earning environnent.
On the best of days on canpus, ny students are
engaged, invigorated, and a joy to be around. However,
they don’t always have the best of days. Sone of them
are coping wth depression, anxiety, and drug and

al cohol problens. The National Institute of Al cohol
Abuse and Al coholism reports that about 4 out of 5
coll ege students drink alcohol, wth about half of
those engaging in binge drinking. On  Thur sday,
February 18th, | provided oral testinony during the
Senat e Educati on Commi ttee public heari ng in
opposition to Senate Bill 174. A nost every person

providing testinony in opposition to SB 174 at the
hearing referenced their grave concerns regarding the
enotional and nental health of Alaskan wuniversity
students and the correlated increase in risks were
firearns to becone nore readily accessible. Sone of
those supporting the bill expressed the opinion that
coll ege students are adults and should be treated as
such. However, the brains of adolescents are stil

devel oping (and continue to do so through one’'s early-
to-m d-twenties). Many adol escents and young adults do
not have the enotional maturity and psychol ogical
devel opnent needed for responsible firearm use,
especially in high-density settings. Young adults have
high rates of depression and anxiety. Certain nenta
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health problens — such as schizophrenia or bi-polar
di sorder — have early adult-onset and may energe
during the college years. As you are certainly aware,
Al aska suicide rates are anong the highest in the
nation with suicide as the second |eading cause of
death for U S. college students. Geater access to
firearns will likely increase that rate and certainly
not dimnish it.

At the hearing, several citizens and commttee nenbers
expressed concern about sexual assault and rape on
canpus. The Committee is right to be concerned: 1 in 5
wonen (and 1 in 16 nmen) are targets of attenpted or
conpl eted sexual assault while they are «college
students. However, the vast mmjority of assaults are
not taking place in dark corridors or in parking lots
| eaving night class. In 90 percent of reported cases,
the victim knew her or his attacker. Mreover, 89
percent of assaults occur when the survivor is
incapacitated due to alcohol. W have a serious
problem wth sexual assault and intimate partner
violence in Alaska, but our solutions lie with greater
educat i on, respect for wonen, and preventative
nmeasures. Arm ng wonen on canpus will not protect them
from sexual violence, especially when it is equally
likely that their assailants nmay be arned.

My concern is that the legislative response with this
bill is not reflective of any systematic understandi ng
of the roots of violence on wuniversity canpuses.
| nst ead, I am concer ned t hat this bill IS
ideologically driven with a narrow conceptualization
of freedom and liberty that has nothing to do the
operations and needs of Alaska s universities, or of
the safety of the thousands of students, faculty,
staff, wvisitors, and mnors who are on Al askan
campuses on any given day.

Supporters create hypothetical scenarios where an
armed vigilante enmerges as victorious in the face of
danger, but they refuse to consider non-storybook
endings to that fictional scenario. Even for those
experienced gun owners, what experience do they have
with nental illness, what know edge do they have of
canpus security or the university of environnent, what
skill do they have in aimng for a gunmen in a
classroom of chaos or cafeteria full of visiting,
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confused, and scream ng school children? How will they
respond to partiers fueled with alcohol acting in
unpredi ctable ways with their own guns in hand? This
bill presunmes that those with concealed carry pernits
are trained and psychologically able to respond to
active shooters in a calm safe manner. |f an active
shooter situation arises on canpus, | trust the police
to respond to the situation. | am greatly concerned
that with nore firearms on canpus, injuries and
causality rates could quickly escalate as innocent
peopl e are caught in the crossfire.

This bill introduces unknown dangers to wuniversity
staff and faculty (risks, | mght add that |egislators
are protected from. Professors regularly teach

difficult and sensitive topics that sone students find
challenging and are not always able to process in a
calm manner. It is the job of a professor to evaluate
students and this places them in a vulnerable
position. | cannot think of a day where | did not
cover a sensitive or controversial topic in the class.
As a sociologist, | teach about and encourage critica
thinking related to human behavior and society. In
this role, ny students |earn about sexual harassnent
and viol ence. In ny cl assroons, I regul arly
“discipline” nmy students for a range of activities—
from talking while others are speaking to playing on
their phones. Wile | am not a therapist, | counsel
students on practical educational advice such as
devel opi ng good study habits and applying to graduate
school applications—+o nore personal matters, such as
coping with | oss or experiences with sexism

Certain mnmenbers of the legislature seens to think
there is no reason that wuniversities should have the
right to restrict or deny concealed carry on canpuses.
| find that absolutely baffling given the unique
cultural and educational clinmate of the UA system as
described in the breadth of testinony from those of us
who work, teach, learn, and visit University of Al aska
canpuses on a regul ar basis.

| strongly urge the legislature to reject SB 174.

1: 06: 09 PM

ARLENE RONDA stated opposition to the CS for SB 174(FIN), and
stressed the inportance for the committee to vote no on this
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bill. The trained security personnel should be the only ones
aut horized to have guns on canpus, she opi ned.

1: 06: 51 PM

BRI AN JUDY, Liaison, National R fle Association (NRA), stated
support for the CS for SB 174(FIN), and said self-defense is a

fundanmental right. The bill wll erase the arbitrary lines that
currently prohibit a person from choosing a neans of self-
protection, and end gun-free zones on Alaska' s canpuses. @un-
free school zones have proven to be a public policy failure, if
not a public policy disaster, he opined. WMss killings occur in
designated gun-free zones, which are only respected by |aw
abiding citizens. A gun-free zone creates an area where only
the potential victinse are gun-free. Ei ght states currently
all ow guns as a neans of self-protection on college canpuses and
the catastrophic predictions have not cone to fruition. The

concern for concealed guns is an irrational fear that sone
people hold, and they would |ike to suppress the ability of
others to make the choice to carry a firearm The bil
restricts open carry, and the age in Alaska to carry a conceal ed
firearmis 21. Thus, the dormissue is irrelevant as few over
the age of 21 live in dormtories. The bill also restricts guns
from specific canpus areas of concern, as previously cited. The
financial issues are overblown, he opined, and denied that the
students in lIdaho footed the bill. Finally, he said, consider
the financial inpact if a tragedy were to occur on a UA canpus.
After the [Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University,
Bl acksburg, Virginia;, shooting on April 16, 2007] tragedy, the
university was found liable and ordered to pay $11 million in
victimrestitution.

1:11: 14 PM

RUSSELL KELL testified on the CS for SB 174(FIN), noting that no
| aw prohibits the carrying of conceal ed handguns at UA, however
t he canpus policy inposes that restriction; a lesson to students

that it's alright to ignore constitutional rights. Peopl e may
not feel safe, but the question is whether or not they are
actually safe, he opined. Finally, he suggested that UA

adm ssions could provide nore scrutiny of who is being admtted.
1:12: 42 PM
CHAI R KELLER cl osed public testinony.

1: 12: 53 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ asked what inpact the |aw m ght have on
the university risk managenent insurance rates.

MR JUDY deferred.
1: 14: 54 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON cited his longtine nenbership in the
National Rifle Association (NRA), as well as being a legislative
yes vote on the statute enacting concealed carry wthout a
permt. However, he opined, the Board of Regents' ability to
set canpus policy should be respected, and said he could not
support the bill.

1:15:50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ noved to report the committee (CS) for SB
174(FIN), Version 29-LS1306\G out of commttee with individua
recommendati ons and t he acconpanying fiscal notes.

1:16: 19 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND objected for discussion, and asked
whet her the fiscal note would require adoption.

CHAI R KELLER said the fiscal note will be attached wi th passage
of the bill.

1:17:33 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noted that the university requested a bill
version that would require the issuance of permts to students
carrying firearms on canpus, which would insure appropriate
training was in place, and nmake this |egislation supportable.
1:18: 40 PM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMVOND nai nt ai ned her objection.

1:18: 50 PM

CHAI R KELLER called for a vote, but upon determining there was
further conmttee comment, ruled the vote as void.
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REPRESENTATI VE SPOHNHOLZ expressed an inability to vote yea or
nay, due to the lack of a response to her previously stated
question, which could represent a determ ning factor.

CHAI R KELLER cal led for a vote.

1:19: 55 PM

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives Keller, Talerico,
Vazquez and Colver voted in favor of reporting the CS for SB
174(FIN) from comm ttee. Representati ves Seaton, Drummond, and
Spohnhol z voted against it. Therefore, CSSB 174(FIN) was
reported out of the House Education Standing Commttee by a vote
of 4-3.

1: 20: 33 PM

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Educati on Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m
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