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8:02:19 AM

CHAIR WES KELLER called the House Education Standing Conmttee
meeting to order at 8:02 a.m Representatives Keller, Seaton,

Vazquez, Drummond, and Talerico were present at the call to
order. Representative Spohnholz arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess.

SB 89- SCHOCOLS: PARENT RTS; ABORT. PROVDRS LIM TS
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[ Cont ai ns di scussi on of SB 191]
[ Cont ai ns di scussion of HB 44]

CHAI R KELLER announced that the only order of business would be
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 89(RLS) an({efd add), "An Act relating to
a parent's right to direct the education of a child; prohibiting
a school district from contracting with an abortion services
provi der; prohibiting a school district from allowing an
abortion services provider to furnish course materials or
provide instruction concerning sexuality or sexually transmtted
di seases; relating to physical exam nations for teachers; and
providing for an effective date."

8:03:14 AM

SENATOR M KE DUNLEAVY, Al aska State Legislature, nanmed the three
mai n conponents of SB 89, which are: parental rights, banning
abortion providers from the schools, and physical exam nations
for teachers. The physical exam nation facet was included by
request of school districts as a neans to save resources, and
was an aspect of the original HB 44, but not retained in the
final version.

8:04: 47 AM

SENATOR DUNLEAVY cited his background in the education field,
fromteacher to admnistrator, and said a growi ng concern exists
regardi ng governnment infringement on parental rights by both
federal and state entities. Furthernore, a nunber of things are
occurring today in schools that many people disagree with, and
evidence indicates that students are losing interest in
attendi ng nei ghborhood school s. Hone schools are an area of
maj or growth in Al aska, where two nethods can be applied. One
is devoid of any public program and the other adopts part of a
public program However, famly values are comng to the fore
which make it difficult for many parents to renmain satisfied
wi th nei ghborhood school prograns. He said he attended public
school s throughout his educational career, and his children are
enrolled in public school, but concerns exist for what is being
provided in that forum including what has been inplenented
under the No Child Left Behi nd  Act (NCLB) and its
reauthorization as Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The
concept of having abortion providers, in the schools, teaching
children about sexuality, is also an issue, which is the basis
for the bill.
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8:07:03 AM

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said SB 89 does not prevent schools from
t eachi ng sex education; however, health class is the appropriate
forum for such curricula. The bill does prohibit abortion
providers from being contracted to present sex education.

Additionally, SB 89 does not inpinge on HB 44, Erin's Law and
Bree's Law [Al aska Safe Children's Act], which will not require
an opt-in approval, but wll retain the parent's right to opt-
out . He acknow edged that an argunent has been brought that SB
89 is an attack on local control, and pointed out that over 227
pages of legislative generated statute exist, which establishes
the paraneters for what schools nmay teach, and how it can be
presented. It is the job of the legislature to nake general |aw
t hat gui des the schools. Recalling HB 44, he said it conpelled
law to inplement training in dating violence and sexua

awareness for children in all districts. Anot her exanple, of a
conpelling law was the ability to allow a parent to opt their
student out of a classroom test. Thus, it is part of the
| egislature's job to periodically review issues that may require
t he establishment of conpelling | aw.

8:10: 03 AM

SENATOR DUNLEAVY acknow edged argunents that wthout the
assi stance of abortion providers, sex education classes could
not be afforded; however, the cost has yet to be determ ned. He
sai d:

W don't know what it costs. W don't know what's
bei ng taught. W don't know if the teacher is in the
roomwhen it's being taught.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said every class has a teacher, who should be
present at all times, and additional teachers would not need to
be contracted for the specific course, thus, the mgjority of the

cost is already covered. Criticism has also been fielded that
the bill is unconstitutional, he reported, and opined that only
a court can nmake that determ nation. Legi sl ative Legal has
expressed concern for the constitutionality; however, two

states, Louisiana and M ssouri, have simlar |aws which have not
been chal | enged as unconstitutional.

8:13: 07 AM

ELI SSA GRAVES, Legal Counsel, Alliance Defending Freedom
addressed a nunber of questions, paraphrasing from a prepared
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st at enent which read as follows [ origi nal punct uati on
provi ded] :

| am an attorney for Alliance Defending Freedom a

non-profit |egal organization. I am witing to advise
you of the constitutionality of SB 89, which prohibits
abortion services providers, or an enployee or

vol unteer of an abortion services provider, to provide
instruction or materials relating to human sexuality
or sexually transmtted di seases.

1. SB 89 does not infringe on First Amendnent rights.

SB 89 does not restrict the rights of teachers to
speak outside of their enploynent, contrary to the
al l egations of opponents to this bill such as the
Arerican Cvil Liberties Union of Al aska. It does not
forbid teachers from volunteering or working wth
abortion services providers in their private capacity
as citizens. Instead, SB 89 prohibits any abortions
services provider, its enployees or volunteers, from
delivering instruction or materials relating to hunman
sexuality or sexually transmtted diseases in the
capacity as a representative of any abortion services
provider. This neans that teachers and other school
per sonnel woul d, for exanpl e, be permtted to
vol unt eer with an abortion provider to stuff
envel opes, answer phone calls, educate wonen about
their health, collect signatures for petitions, and
speak at a rally supportive of abortion rights in
their capacity as a citizen, while also being
permtted to deliver instruction in sexual education
in their capacity as a teacher

[Due to technical difficulties the remainder of this testinony
was not heard. The conplete text is available in the commttee
packet, as an undated letter with the letterhead, "Alliance
Def ending FREEDOM For Faith. For Freedom", addressed to the
House Education Commttee, Alaska State Senate, State Capitol,
Juneau, AK 99801, three pages.]

8.14: 38 AM
REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND asked whether, during his career, the

sponsor has to opt a child out of a class, and if there was any
trouble in inplementing the provision.
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SENATOR DUNLEAVY said he opted his youngest child out of testing
and there was no express trouble but sonme confusion and
guestions resulted. As a parent, with an understanding of the
process and school |aw, he said he may have been nore proactive
t han ot her parents.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND asked whet her he has had to opt a child
out of |essons.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY responded, "No."

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND asked whether as an adm ni strator he has
found the opt-in and opt-out procedures burdensone.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said he has not had the experience to report.
8.17.: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON turned to the Sec. 4, page 3, line 15,
whi ch read as foll ows:

(a) A  school di strict may require physi ca
exam nations of teachers as a condition of enploynent.
A school district may not pay the cost of physical
exam nations for teachers. This section does not
affect the coverage of any health insurance benefits
that a school district provides to teachers.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON clarified that the intent is to allow a
district to require the physical examnation of its teachers,
but prohibits the district frompaying for the exam He noted a
possi ble disparity in the use of the terns may require and nay
not pay, particularly if health insurance benefits are provided,
and asked how these terns work together.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said the section was inplenented at the request
of educators, and wusing the term "may" versus "shall" m ght
require consideration. However the intent is for the districts
to be relieved of the exam nation costs.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether the physical exam nation,
i ncludes fingerprinting and background checks.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY stated his understanding that it would not, and

added that fingerprinting is handled through the certification
renewal process via the office of public safety.
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expressed concern for teachers in the Bush
whose travel costs to conply wth the requirenent are not
covered. It may represent a burden to many rural teachers,
which could result in a |oss of teachers.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY opi ned that recruitnment and retention issues go
beyond physi cal exam nation requirenents.

8:21:31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to Sec. 5, to ask whether a
vol unteer or an enployee of an organization that is an abortion
provider, may instruct a sex education course, if they are not
acting specifically as an enployee at the tine.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY paraphrased from Sec. 5, page 3, lines 22-25
whi ch read as foll ows:

(c) A school district nmay not permt an abortion
services provider or an enployee or volunteer of an
abortion services provider to offer, sponsor, furnish
course materials, or provide instruction relating to
human sexuality or sexually transmtted di seases.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said the intent is to bar anyone under the
guise of an abortion provider from teaching sex education in
school s.

REPRESENTATI VE  SEATON clarified that an abortion service
provi der volunteer can offer instruction and materials in the
cl assroom as long as they are not enployed by the organization
for that service.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY stated, "No." An abortion services provider
and anyone enployed by or who acts as an integral part of the
organi zation may not be allowed to deliver sex education in
school s. To a followup question, he said anyone associ ated
with an abortion provider, would be disallowed fromteaching sex
education in school s.

CHAI R KELLER interjected that course materials, sourced from an
abortion provider, are also disall owed.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said, "Correct."

8:26:57 AM
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MS. GRAVES said the section does not cover activities outside of
public enploynent. The Sec. 5 language only applies if the
volunteer or enployee is acting as a representative of an
abortion provider organization to deliver sex education in the
school .

8:27:52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON turned to page 2, lines [23]-24, and
par aphrased the | anguage, which read as foll ows:

The policies adopted under (a)(3) of this section mnust
require witten permssion from the child s parent
before each separate activity, class, or program is
provided to a child that includes content involving
human reproduction or sexual matters.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON stressed the language requiring witten
perm ssion before each separate activity, and directed attention
to earlier l|anguage that appears to be nore broad; page 2, lines
4-17], which read as foll ows:

(3) providing for parent notification not |ess than
two weeks before any activity, class, or program that
includes content involving human reproduction or
sexual matters is provided to a child and requiring
witten permssion fromthe child s parent before the
child may participate in the activity, class, or
progr am

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if the requirenent is intended as a
broad, inclusive approval, suggested by line 4, or an activity
specific requirenment, as indicated on |line 24.

8:30: 02 AM

SENATOR DUNLEAVY the intent is allow parents to have a full
understanding of what to expect and have an opportunity for
review O ten, he espoused, a visitor may be engaged to provide
a presentation w thout prior planning.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON theorized that the subjects would be
provided to the parents, for review, at the beginning of the
school year.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said that class activity plans change
t hroughout a school year, and this language is to elimnate the
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el enent of surprise by requiring a two week advance notice.
Parents need the opportunity to say no, he said, and provided a
scenario to illustrate his point: Per haps a biology curricul um
is well known, but two days prior to a particular |esson, a
[ People for the  Ethical Tr eat ment of Animals  (PETA)]
representative is in town, and the teacher invites themto do a
present ati on. A parent may object to the PETA approach, and
shoul d have the opportunity to deny their child access via the
opt-out or, as in what is being proposed, the opt-in process.
Parents have cited the lack of control over these type of
spont aneous situations, as one reason they are not sending their
children to public schools, he reported.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON surm sed that witten permssion nust be
gi ven two weeks prior to each activity.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY concurred, and added it applies to any changes
fromlesson plans provided at the beginning of the school year.

8: 35: 58 AM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ returned page 3, lines 15-19, regarding
the teacher's physical exam nations, and asked whether these
exans are not already occurring.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY reported that the section was adopted from the
original HB 44, as a section that was renoved in final passage.

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ asked to know what the current practices
are, regarding physical exam nation requirenents for teachers.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said physical exans are required for any one
new entering a district, and periodically throughout the
teachi ng years. Basi ¢ physical exans, including tuberculosis
screening, have been traditionally paid for by the districts.
As proposed, Sec. 5 renoves the cost burden from the districts.
To a followup question he said a district may deem a physical
exam unnecessary, such as a teacher transferring between
districts who was recently exam ned.

8:39:47 AM
REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND directed attention to the comittee
packet handout titled, "Sectional Summary for CSSB 89 (Version

F.A)," and paraphrased the Section 4 |anguage, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:
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Section 4. Prohibits school districts from paying the
costs of physical exam nations for teachers.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND pointed out that the bill |anguage,
which aligns with the above statenent, utilizes the term "my,"
and opined that it seens perm ssive.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY offered to provide further information.
8:41:02 AM

REPRESENTATI VE VAZQUEZ nmi ntai ned her concern for the lack of a
requi red physical exam and noted the issues it nmay cause in the
Bush, where nedi cal assistance may not be avail able. Contagi ous
di seases are certainly a current problem she stressed.

8:42: 29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON directed attention to page 3, lines 5-10,
whi ch read as foll ows:

(5) "human reproduction or sexual matters"” does not
include curricula or materials for

(A) sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and
prevention training required under AS 14.30.355; or

(B) dating violence and abuse awareness and
prevention training required under AS 14. 30. 356.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON pointed out the terns "sexual matters" and
"sexual abuse,” and asked what salient criteria distinguishes
these two ternms in the presentation of materials.

SENATOR DUNLEAVY said it's defined under AS 14.30.355, and is
specific to the Erin's Law curriculum that is being devel oped.
Additionally, AS 14.30.356 is also excluded from paragraph (5)
to satisfy specific |aw

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON opined on the difficulty of segregating
the topics these terns enconpass, and the practicality of
presenting them in a classroom in isolation of each other.
Confusion and conflict nmay arise when parents are presented with
the terns as they decide whether to have their student opt-in to
sexual matters or sexual abuse prograns. He suggested that the
terms are subjective, and pondered how this scenario mght play
out for parents.
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SENATOR DUNLEAVY said Erin's Law deals with dating violence and
sexual abuse awareness, and not sex education and reproduction

What is referred to as Erin's and Bree's Law are not subject to
the opt-in choice, as all students will receive those prograns
unl ess opt ed- out.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON opined that the conflict for parents of
sexual abuse may be nore of an issue and problematic than the
topi ¢ of how reproduction occurs.

8:47:46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON recalled public testinony which reported
that 80 percent of the parents don't have sexual conversations
with their children. Hone schooling allows parents to have the
ultimate involvenent in a child s life. However, 80 percent of
public school attendees apparently don't have that |evel of
parental involvenent. Thus, a large populace relies on
i nformati on provided through school prograns. Teachers are not
necessarily confortable presenting sexual education topics, and
have, in turn, conme to rely on outside organizations to provide
the required, sensitive, information, and materials. | f that
resource is renoved, he asked, will the teachers be required to
devel op materials and a supporting curricul um

SENATOR DUNLEAVY responded that perhaps there is a larger
problem that is not being addressed, if parental comunication
i s lacking. The bill does not prevent sexual education in the
schools, he said, and pointed out that certified teachers may
review and propose curriculum but the program nay not be
brought into the schools by abortion providers.

8:51: 08 AM

CHAI R KELLER opened public testinony.

8:51:38 AM

M CHELLE HARTLI NE stated support for SB 89, and said as a parent
she considers the public schools to be a tool for teaching, not
the primary instructor for her children. She opined that

abortion providers may bring a bias to the classroom

8:54: 48 AM
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Bl LL HARTLINE stated support for SB 89, echoing the sentinents
of the previous witness to underscore the shared points of
concern.

8:56:17 AM

ED GRAY stated support for SB 89, and said he protested the
entry of Planned Parenthood in the public schools. The agency
no longer exists in the Sitka area, and the schools have adopted
ot her nmeans for bringing sexual education to the classroom

8:58:52 AM

JULIE STROEMER stated support for SB 89, and recalled how
upsetting it was to have Planned Parenthood enter the public
cl assroom As a tax payer, she said this is not appropriate,
however, she noted, her daughter has benefited from the opt-out
provi si on.

9:01: 15 AM

KEITH KURBER 11, stated support for SB 89, wunderscoring the
i mportance for the legislation, citing it as a neans to prevent
the erosion of parental rights concerning issues of profound
i nport ance.

9:02: 20 AM

ROBERT HOCKEMA, stated opposition to SB 89, and said the |eve

of unpl anned pregnancies are on a decline at the national |evel.
The nore students who participate in sexual education classes

the better the situation will be served to deter unwanted
pregnanci es.

9:04: 44 AM

Rl CARDA LEBMAN, stated opposition to SB 89, paraphrasing from a
prepared statenent, which read [original punctuation provided]:

| am writing to ask you not to support SB 89. The
“opt-in” for sexual education was practiced in Texas

when | went to school from 1961 to 1973. Sexual
education was offered only once (in sixth grade) in
all nmy primary grade years. The opt-in perm ssion

slip was given by teachers just one day prior to the
program being presented (although the intent was to
provide nore notice, the reality was not). There were
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about 15 of us who mssed the program that next day
because of the lack of time and due to the opt-in,
instead of the opt-out, option which was new to the

parents. Both ny parents were dismayed that factua
information approved and reviewed by professiona
educators, had to be “opted-in”. This would be on the

same scale as requiring opting-in for evolution
educati on. Anot her science based, proven theory that
endures educational conflict from biblical creation
belief and political pandering.

As | listened to the concerns expressed by others on
the teleconference, | was surprised at the nunber of
peopl e who spoke about fear. Fear that their children
m ght learn from soneone anoral and/or that hearing

factual information from an “abortion provider” was
sonehow different than hearing the sane material from
a certified teacher. Where are the instances of such

abuse or msinformation that support these clains?
Aren’t these the sane argunents presented to attenpt
removal of gay teachers fromtheir jobs? Wo' s next?

“Abortion Provider” is a termreferring to a nedical
professional that perfornms just one |legal nedical
procedure for wonen. This term should not be used in
a Senate Bill to overshadow nedical doctors, clinics
and health providers (such as Planned Parenthood) whom
perform nostly other nedical services. | find this
bill to be incendiary, intolerant and judgnental and
not reflecting A askan Val ues.

9:06: 24 AM

MO RA PYHALA, stated opposition to SB 89, paraphrasing from a
prepared statenent, which read as follows [original punctuation
provi ded] :

Wthout a sexual education program students are at
risk because they're in the dark about their own
bodi es. Wthout proper sex [education], students wll
revert to mslead information from both the internet,

aka porn, along wth their peers. M si nf ormati on
about sex leads to unhealthy relationships and
situations. This is one of the |eading causes of
vi ol ence against wonen in our country today. These
are also factors that Planned Parenthood is working
every day to elimnate in our society. It's a known

HOUSE EDC COW TTEE - 15- March 21, 2016



fact that states wthout a sex [education] program
inmplenented in their schools see higher |levels of
[sexually transmtted infections] and uni nt ended
pregnanci es every year. If you truly wanted to help
our state, it would be in everyone's best interest to
focus on the state's fiscal issue and not dwell on
unnecessary bills, such as SB 89. As a proud
supporter of Pl anned Par ent hood, presi dent of
Ceneration Action, Student's for Reproductive Justice
at [University of Al aska, Anchorage], and a student
nyself, | ask that the comm ttee does not support this
bill and works on nore inportant issues, such as
regaining funding for our wuniversity. Pl ease give
students the tools they need to flourish, not
endangering thenselves and others. [SB 89] not
supporting school districts, it's limting them

9:08: 16 AM

JOY LYON stated opposition to SB 89, and recalled the brief
statenent her nother nade to her as a child, along with a

brochure that was handed out. The curriculum was mnimal, at
that time; however, she has since experienced a presentation
that was nore appropriate. Hal f of the pregnancies in Al aska

are unintended, which indicates a |ack of wunderstanding anong
young people. The cost is borne through Medicaid, at a cost of
$44 mllion.

9:11:49 AM

CHRI STI NE NI EME, Menber, League of Wnen Voters, stated officia
opposition to SB 89, and, on behalf of the League of Wnen
Voters, paraphrased from a statement, which read [original
punct uati on provided]:

The League of Wnen Voters of Alaska (LWAK) strongly
opposes both SB 89 and SB 191 based on the |ong-
established (1983) League of Wnen Voters of the
United States (LWUS) Position on Reproductive Choices
which state the foll ows: The LWWUS "believes that
public policy in a pluralistic society nmust affirmthe
constitutional right to privacy of the individual to
nmake reproductive choices."

In addition, the LWUS Position on Health Care

supports "a basic level of care that includes
prenatal and reproductive health.” This basic care
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for reproductive health can have far-reaching positive
effects including healthier babies and stronger and
nore financially stable famlies. Pr enat al and
reproductive car can also save public nonies. The
GQuttrmacher Institute reports that in 2010, Title-X
supported reproductive health services resulted in a

net savings in Alaska of $17.9 nillion due to the
prevention of uni nt ended or cl osely spaced
pr egnanci es, low birth weight babi es, [ sexual 'y

transmtted diseases (STD)] transm ssion, and cervica
cancer cases.

This type of success is possible only when sexually
active nmen and wonen have access to sound nedical
informati on and nedical care. To ban the use of a
Title-X funded reproductive health facility from
teaching young nmen and wonen sinply because in sone
cases they also provide, with private funding,
abortion services is unw se. Such facilities have as
one of their main purposes the prevention of
uni nt ended pregnanci es.

And who nmight know better the difficulty in having to
end a pregnancy than those who work with famlies

facing that nmost difficult of decisions. It is a
decision best left to a wonman and her health care
provider; it is a very private and personal and

pai nful deci sion.

Those who oppose the teaching provided by Title-X
funded reproductive health workers should experience

the classes taught by them Those parents who are
unconfortable wth a science-based approach to sex
education can always opt-out. But to nost parents,

education is not an activity to be avoi ded, especially
when it cones to the inportant area of reproductive
heal t h.

LWAK strongly wurges the nenbers of the Al aska
Legislature to reject both of these bills.

9:15: 24 AM
MARCI HAWKI NS, Sutton, Alaska, stated opposition to SB 89, and
said not everyone associated wth Planned Parenthood are

abortion providers. She said this is a delineation that needs
to be clarified. The current prograns are free, or at a mninm
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cost, and the costs for replacing the curriculum have not been
i dentifi ed. The research alone, to ensure that any individuals
presenting sexual information in schools are not affiliated with
abortion providers, wll require funding; nurses, doctors, and
hospital enpl oyees. She encouraged the nmenbers to attend one of
the classes, at a local school, to gain an understanding of what
is actually being taught. As a nother of five, she reported
havi ng honeschooled two of her <children due to issue that
i ncluded, overcrowding, bullying, and ranpant drug abuse, but
not because of the sex education prograns. The focus is on
preventing abortions, and date related violence, and she opined
that "sexual matters" is an inclusive term

9: 20: 37 AM

BARBARA HANEY, stated support for SB 89, focusing on the opt-in
aspect of the bill. She noted that the reported rise in
Al aska's [sexually transmtted disease 9STD)] |evels and other
sexual issues, does not bode well for the effectiveness of what
is currently being presented through Pl anned Parent hood.

9:24:12 AM

ANDY HOLLEMAN, Representative, Anchorage Education Association
stated opposition to SB 89, noting that many school enployees
work during the summer in nmedical offices, which may prohibit
their ability to lead topical discussions in the classroom
Further, he paraphrased from a prepared docunent, which read as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

| just want to strongly urge the conmttee to be sure
and actually review the materials that are used in
classes at all the age levels so that they know for
certain what they are reacting to in considering this
| egi sl ation.

Classes are not sinply turned over to Planned
Parenthood to "sell their ideas" to a captive
audi ence. They are invited in for a particular reason
because of their expertise on reproductive health and
human sexuality. One caller suggested that hone
contact information for students was given to Planned
Par ent hood. Anot her asked if schools nmight allow the
marijuana or al coholic beverage industry in to pronote
t heir products.
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Hone contact information is absolutely off limts for
any outside group. To nmy know edge, no school does
this, and certainly, they should not, now, w thout SB
89 becom ng | aw.

| think we all know that we do not pronote use of
i ntoxicating products in schools. But it's also the
case that we mght allow the CEO of a beverage conpany
to talk about accounting or shipping obstacles in

Al aska. W wouldn't treat them |ike soneone that
shoul d be shunned but we absolutely would not let them
pronote their products to students. W pronote the

sport of marksmanship and we instruct in gun safety
w thout "pronoting" students to carry weapons or
engage in inappropriate or illegal activities, though
sonme parents do object to those activities.

If there are schools legitimately violating parent

rights, | hope you'll facilitate them being able to
chal l enge their local school boards and schools on an
i ndi vi dual basi s. Across this state you have

t housands of enployees working hard to have students
know what they need to know while respecting
i ndi vi dual choi ces and val ues that vary w dely.

SB 89 doesn't help us do that. It does create spike
strips in conducting certain classes that educators
will avoid by a |arge margin.

9:27:21 AM

PAMELA SAVASH, President, Right to Life Interior Al aska, stated
support for SB 89, paraphrased from a prepared statenent, which
read as follows [original punctuation provided]:

Thank goodness for this wonderful bill, 1 support it
because it puts parental rights first.

As a nother of 4 daughters, this bill is near and dear
to ne because 2 of ny girls are in the public school
system

| do not want to see Planned Parenthood teaching sex
Ed because first, | feel they are an organization that
directly benefits from pronoting sex. It doesn't nake
any sense to say the state wants to slow down the
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spread of STD's and then to turn around and hire sex
pronoters in the cl assroons.

Another issue | have is the parental opt out program
As an experienced public school nmom | would highly
recoomend that if this bill fails, the education
departnment should focus on the communication style
they use to contact parents. Presently the system is
to send notes hone with the kids and then to have the
parents sign and then the kids return them This
process is not good enough because this issue is way
to inportant and even dangerous in ny opinion and kids
are known for never even getting the notes hone to
their parents because they either forget or they don't
want to be opted out and | ook weird to their friends.
School social pressure is real and can be intense and
trusting kids to handle this note responsibility is
irresponsible in ny experience. |Instead, | would
suggest to the education dept. that they inplenent a
direct contact system from the school to the parents
al ong W th al | t he curriculum including t he
pornographic material given to the parents so they are
fully aware and can make an infornmed choice of whether
or not to have their kids participate in this sexua
desensitization class. This is the only way to be sure
that the parents really do know of what's going on

9:31: 15 AM

DAVI D NEES, stated support for SB 89, citing the origination of
Pl anned Parenthood and how it developed, from Irish roots, to
what it represents today. He said the bottomline is who is in
charge of our children, the governnent or parents.

9:33:39 AM

DAVI D BOYLE, stated support for SB 89, and opined that the
guestion is who has nore rights over their child, the parents or
gover nment . He provided a scenario using marijuana as an
exanple and how it mght be handled given sinilar circunstances.
Also, a situation arose in the Anchorage School District
regarding transportation, which, wusing the permssion slip
nmet hod, did not have good success. The government is not a
surrogate parent, he nmaintained, and urged passage of the bill.

9:36:48 AM
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KATH E JOHNSON, stated support for SB 89, paraphrasing from a

prepared statenent, which read:

As a parent and grandparent I have seen the
devastating effects of sexual activity wthout
boundari es.

Sexual ity IS a great gift t hat comes W th
responsibility not just in preventing pregnancy and
STD s. W do our kids a disservice in teaching them
that self-control s either not possible or not
necessary. Are all teens going to exercise self-
control? O course not. But many nore might if they
were taught of the enotional, spiritual, and physica
conseguences.

Pl anned Parenthood w Il teach them about "safe" sex,
how to use a condom and give them birth control
pills. If by chance there is a pregnancy they wl
offer an abortion. But the consequences are still

there affecting individuals, famlies, and future

gener ati ons. Pl anned Parenthood doesn't want to

cone

into our schools because it is a benevolent charity
who |oves our children. It is a business with an

i deol ogy. A big business. Any person is free to

wal k

into their office if they agree with the ideol ogy and

want their services. Not satisfied with that
want to influence all our Kkids. Don't let them
t he school s.

9: 38: 23 AM

CHAI R KELLER cl osed public testinony.

9:38:47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON directed attention to the bill,
lines [12] - 13 [and page 2, |line 1], which read as fol

t hey
into

page 1,
ows:

(1) recognizing the authority of a parent and all ow ng
a parent to object to and withdraw the child from a

st andar ds- based assessnment or test required by
st at e;

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON reiterated his previous request
to have clarification of the required test, and how
conpliance wll be satisfied.

t he

and asked
statutory
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CHAIR KELLER noted he wll be sure the sponsor receives that
questi on.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether Version | was the working
docunent .

CHAI R KELLER responded that the commttee adopted Version Y as
t he wor ki ng docunent.

CHAI R KELLER announced SB 89 as hel d over.
9:42: 00 AM
ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Educati on Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 9:42 a.m
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