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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
8:05:28 AM

CHAIR WES KELLER called the House Education Standing Conmmttee
nmeeting to order at 8:05 a.m Representatives Seaton, Drummond,
Krei ss-Tonki ns, Reinbold (via teleconference), and Keller were
present at the call to order. Representative Colver arrived as
the meeting was in progress.

HCR 2- AK SCHOCL CHO CE WEEK

8: 06: 20 AM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2, Designating January 25 - 31,
2015, as Al aska School Choice Wek.

8:07:09 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN GATTIS, Alaska State Legislature, deferred
to staff to explain the proposed commttee substitute (CS) for
HCR 2.

8:07:23 AM

DREW FORD, Staff, Representative Lynn Gattis, Alaska State
Legislature, offered to review the changes in the proposed
commttee substitute (CS) for HCR 2. He detailed the changes in
the proposed conmittee substitute: On page 1, line 1, delete
"January 25 - 31, 2015" and insert "January 24 - 30, 2016" and
on page 2, lines 6-7, delete "25-31, 2015" and insert "24 -30,

2016" . He reported that these dates reflect Sunday through
Sat ur day.
8:07:58 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to adopt the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HCR 2, |abeled 29-LS0402\W d over, 2/5/15
as the working docunent. There being no objection, Version W
was before the conmittee.

8:08: 22 AM

CHAI R KELLER opened public testimony on HCR 2. After first
determ ning no one wished to testify, Chair Keller closed public
testi mony on HCR 2.

8:08:47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said that he has received a nunber of
comuni cations from his district requesting clarification that
HCR 2 would not conmt any state funds to vouchers. He recalled
di scussions at the last commttee hearing that confirmed this

and the sponsor also agreed. He further recalled the sponsor
indicated the intent of HCR 2 is to recognize Al aska supports
school choice and parents should have the choice to send their
children to schools of their choice, as well as the choice to
home school their children. The accountability for the
schooling rests on parents and although the resolution doesn't
negate the state's accountability, the choice for education is
transferred from the hone school to the parents thenselves.
Since this [resolution] does not in any way pronpbte using state
resources for anything except public education he is very
confortable with Version W he said.

8:10: 23 AM

CHAIR KELLER renmarked he is very certain anyone involved in
education in Alaska would agree that it is in the best interest
of the state that every child should receive a "super" education
and have access to it. Public funds are fine-tuned and the
subj ect of contention, but what is not in contention is that the
[committee] supports every child in Al aska having access to a
good educati on.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON acknow edged that he fully agreed that the
demarcation point is naeking sure the accountability for that
good and sufficient education rests with the parent stinulating,
permtting, or choosing the specific educational system [for
their child]; therefore accountability is key throughout the
educat i onal process. He did not think there was any
di sagreenent on accountability.
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8:11:47 AM

CHAIR KELLER, recalling the last hearing on HCR 2, said that
accountability on the education process ultimately rests wth
the parents. However, he suggested that Representative Seaton's
point is related to the accountability that state has when it
[ appropriates] funds to various prograns. He acknow edged
tension exists, but that is not the point of the resolution.
The intent of [Version W is to recognize that parents have a
choice, and it is the parents' responsibility - and they are
accountable - for their children's education.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON responded that he fully agrees and that is
his position, as well.

8:12: 50 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND said the Anchorage School District has
numer ous charter schools and a nultitude of optional prograns as

well as alternative prograns. Al of the prograns of choice
encourage the public to an annual celebration of choice. She
wondered if the conmttee is ignoring the optional and
alternative progranms by not including them perhaps after

“"traditional public" and prior to "public charter schools."”
8:13:48 AM

CHAI R KELLER suggested that changes to the resolution would be
"on the fly." He expressed concern that the resolution m ght be
set aside again since listing all of the choices each district
has would be an inpossible task. He acknowl edged that the
Mat anuska- Susi t na Borough school district has excellent choices
for children. For exanple, the Mtanuska-Susitna Central Schoo
uses fiber optics to allow online courses to be wused for
students being hone school ed. He did not see the purpose since
nost school districts [offer nunmerous choices]. He did not
object to an anendnent being offered, but he was hesitant that
it would achi eve the intended purpose.

8:14: 47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUVMOND noved to adopt Anendnent 1, as foll ows:
[On page 1, line 9,] adding the word "optional," between "public
school s" and "public charter schools."”

8:15:57 AM

HOUSE EDC COWM TTEE - 5- February 6, 2015



REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND referred to page 1, line 9, the word

"optional" followed by a "," before "public charter schools.™

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND read, "Wereas the state has a nultitude

of high quality traditional public schools, optional ...." She
interjected it should read "optional public schools”, public
charter schools, and nonpublic schools, as well as famlies who
educate their children in the hone; and". She asked whether she

shoul d anmend or w thdraw her notion.
CHAI R KELLER asked her to proceed and to restate her notion.
REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND r est at ed Anendment 1, as fol |l ows:

Whereas the state has a nultitude of high quality
traditional public schools, optional public schools,
public charter schools, and nonpublic schools, as well
as famlies who educate their children in the hone;

8:16: 13 AM

CHAI R KELLER objected for the purpose of discussion. He asked
t he sponsor to comrent on Amendnent 1.

8:16:31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S explained that [HCR 2] recogni zes parental
choi ce so whether the schools are optional, charter, or lottery,
it really goes back to the parental right to choose. Certainly,
nunmerous categories of schools could be added, but the gist of
the resolution is to recognize that parents have the right to
choose. As sponsor, she does not have any issue wth adding
nore school s, she said.

8:17:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expressed concern with the consistency of
the |anguage of Anmendnent 1, stating he thinks it should be
"optional public schools" since the rest of the list is "public
school s, charter schools, and nonpublic schools" so "schools" is
included in each phrase in the clause. He thought that
"optional public" would need to be nodified to "optional public
school s" for the purpose of consistency. He acknow edged t hat
Legislative Legal Services would likely reframe the |anguage to
mai ntain consistency in proposed [Anendnent 1]. He suggested
t he | anguage in Anendnent 1 shoul d be consistent.
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8:18: 13 AM

CHAI R KELLER maintained his objection to Amendnent 1 as he did
not understand the need. He surmised that if the commttee were
to request a conceptual anendnment that Legislative Legal Service
woul d ask to identify the point of the conceptual anmendnent. He
stated that public schools by definition are optional to all
parents. Therefore, Anmendnent 1 seens confusing to him he
sai d.

8:18: 21 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND, speaking from her experience as a
former three-term Anchorage School Board nenber, said the
optional prograns are indeed optional, are accessible by lottery
to any parents, and have been in place for decades in the
Anchorage School D strict (ASD). In fact, she thought the ASD
offered the first options for schools of choice in the state
Since dozens of optional school choices are available in the
district, she would find [Version W objectionable if the ASD s
optional progranms are not recogni zed.

8:19:12 AM

CHAI R KELLER asked whether the inplication is that sone prograns
are not optional.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUVMMOND answered no, but the optional prograns
are not "nei ghborhood schools" and are only accessible through
the lottery program as are the charter school prograns that
were instituted in the Anchorage School District in the 1990s.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S offered her belief that many districts use
different |anguage to describe schools such as lottery school
however, the term "nei ghborhood school” is also not in statute
but is comonly known. She was unsure whether the term
"optional school"” is in statute, but [the resolution] is
ultimately about parents being able to choose the school. She
did not object to the | anguage "optional."

8:20:34 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON related that besides traditional public
school s, the system includes alternative public schools,
alternative high schools, and vocational technical schools,
which may not be <considered as traditional schools. He
suggested that they m ght be considered alternative or optiona
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school s. Thus, adding the language [in Anendnent 1] would
probably give a greater breadth of inclusion of schools instead
of looking just at traditional public schools and charter
schools. Since the sponsor doesn't object to the category being
broader than traditional schools, he thinks would be hel pful as
t he resol uti on noves forward.

8:.22:21 AM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to anend Anmendnent 1, by adding

"school s" after "optional public" for the purpose of
consi st ency.

8.22:35 AM

CHAI R KELLER responded that he didn't understand [the proposed
anendnent to Anmendnent 1]. He read Anmendnent 1, as he
understood it as follows, "Wereas the state has a nmultitude of
high quality traditional” and the amendnent adds, the word
"optional™ then "public schools, public charter schools,
nonpublic schools, as well as famlies who educate their
children in the hone;". He asked for further clarification on

where he wanted to place "schools."
8:22:57 AM

REPRESENTATI VE  SEATON thought that "optional public" was
inserted after the "," as another classification of schools.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUVMOND thought she had included the word
"school s. "

8:23:15 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said he was uncertain about the |anguage,
whether it was witten as, "traditional public" then adding a

new ", followed by "optional public schools”™ or if it cones

after the "," and reads, ", optional public" then it would need
the word "school s" inserted.

8:23:40 AM

CHAIR KELLER asked to have Anendnent 1 clearly stated on the
record since the commttee wll not pass a conceptual anendnent.
He asked to have Amendnment 1 restated.

8:24: 06 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND offered to read the "whereas clause,”
i ncludi ng the | anguage in Anendnent 1, as foll ows:

Wereas the state has a multitude of high quality
traditional public schools, optional public schools,
public charter schools, and nonpublic schools, as well
as famlies who educate their children in the hone [;]

8:24: 27 AM

CHAI R KELLER asked whet her the sponsor agreed with Amendnent 1.
REPRESENTATI VE GATTI S answer ed yes.

8:24:40 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON wi t hdrew t he anmendnment to Amendnent 1.
8:24:52 AM

CHAI R KELLER restated that Amendnent 1 mekes changes on page 1,
line 9, as foll ows:

Wereas the state has a multitude of high quality
traditional public schools, optional schools, public
charter schools, and nonpublic schools, as well as
famlies who educate their children in the hone; and

8:25:32 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUVMMOND said that she believed that the word
"public" was omtted between "optional" and "schools"” so it
shoul d read "optional public school s".

8:25:58 AM

CHAI R KELLER offered his belief that anmendnents are conceptua
amendnents since the Legislative Legal attorneys can revise the
| anguage. He asked to repeat the |anguage, such that Amendnment
1 nmakes changes on page 1, line 9, as follows:

Whereas the state has a nultitude of high quality
traditional public schools, optional public schools,
public charter schools, and nonpublic schools, as well
as [famlies who educate their children in the hone;
and]
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REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND agreed that [the whereas clause was
correct].

CHAIR KELLER renoved his objection. There being no further
obj ection, Anendnent 1 was adopt ed.

8:26: 45 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HCR 2, |abeled 29-LS0402\W d over, 2/5/15
as amended, out of conmittee with individual recomrendations and
t he acconpanying fiscal note. There being no objection, CSHCR 2
(EDC) was reported fromthe House Education Standing Conmttee.

8:27:19 AM
The commttee took an at-ease from8:27 a.m to 8:28 a.m

HB 30- CONSTI TUTI ONAL HI STORY CURRI CULUM

8:28:34 AM

CHAI R KELLER announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 30, "An Act requiring school districts to devel op
and require conpl eti on of a hi story of Aneri can
constitutionalism curriculum segnent; and providing for an
effective date."

8:28: 48 AM

CHAIR KELLER recapped HB 30, stating that this bill would
require school districts to include a segnent of curriculum as a
hi story requirenment that teaches the values the founding fathers
had in mnd at the tinme that the Declaration of |Independence was
witten, such as the Articles of Confederation and early
foundi ng docunents that were witten in an approxi nate 15-year

peri od. He clarified that this bill does not require that
teachers advocate for the values, but that the curriculumreview
and understand the values when our country was founded. | t

woul d be inappropriate to go beyond that, he said. He offered
his belief that understanding the values that caused our country
to happen is very inportant and should be part of every child's
educati on.

CHAIR KELLER said he personally believes that Anmerican
constitutionalism provides a |evel of freedom for mankind, which
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he finds to be the biggest gift to the world, enphasizing the
importance of rights and responsibilities. Al though this is
very inportant, he also does not want to inply that the schools
and school districts are not currently doing this. He corrected
this saying he actually believe the schools aren't doing an

adequate job or he wouldn't bring the bill forward; however, he
is quick to acknow edge that there are super schools that are
addressing this. He recalled a class called in from Houston

Al aska, last year, who were very know edgeable on the subject.
The inplication is that the legislature should nonitor this to
ensure that this curriculumis taught in all of our schools so
students have an understanding of how governnment works. He
didn't think anyone would argue that sonehow [the schools] have
| ost sone basic civics and the general public is sonetinmes
apat hetic, not being able to identify their elected officials.

8:32: 09 AM

CHAI R KELLER referred nenbers to Section 3 of HB 30, which read,
as foll ows:

(a) The <chief school admnistrator of a schoo
district shall develop and submt to the governing
body of a school district for approval a syllabus for
a curriculum segnent in the history of Anerican
constitutionalismto be taught to all students [in the

enrolled in the district. An approved syl labus mnust
ensure a student's wunderstanding of the history of
American constitutionalism as portrayed in the
Decl arati on of | ndependence, t he first state

constitutions, the Articles of Confederation, the
Constitution of the United States, the Federali st
Papers, the Bill of R ghts, and other historical
docunent s pr oduced in t he f oundi ng of our
constitutional republic nodel of governnent.

(b) A district nmay not issue a secondary school
diploma to a student who does not successfully
conplete the course in which the curriculum segnent
described in (a) of this section is contained. A
school district my not grant a waiver of this
requi renent.

8:33:28 AM

CHAI R KELLER enphasized that the curriculum segnent can be
inserted in existing courses. As sponsor, his intent is that
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the district has the option to include the curriculum segnment in
a history, «civics, or other course, but nust contain a
curriculum segnent in the history of Anmerican constitutionalism
The state would not require testing, he said. | nst ead,
districts nmust put the curriculumin place and be satisfied that
students have successfully conpleted the <curriculum to the
district's standards so it does not create an inposition on the
testing program He said this would be considered a nandate
since the statute will require every student to receive and pass
t he curriculum  segnent in t he hi story of Aner i can
constitutionalism

8:35: 04 AM

CHAIR KELLER said that Conm ssioner Hanley brought to his
attention that under the bill a waiver nmay not be granted as to
whet her a student has successfully conpleted the curricul um
however, it |eaves authority with the district. He recalled
t hat [wai ver | anguage] was in prior bills on this subject.

8:35:48 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON referred to page 2, line 16 of HB 30, and
asked whether any other provisions in statute require the chief

adm nistrator to develop the curriculum and syl abus. He did
not think this represents the normal nmethod of devel oping
curricula in schools. He asked whether bill wll create a

different nodel for local schools in terns of their ability to
have | ocal control over their curriculumto teach the standards.

8:36:47 AM

CHAIR KELLER, as sponsor, said the intent is to have the
curriculum segnent devel oped |ike any other curriculum segnent,
and the legislature has given the districts the responsibility.
He said some districts use commttees to evaluate their
curricul um He did not envision that a new nodel would be used
to inplement the Anerican constitutionalism segnent in a
district's curriculum The | anguage is designed to ensure that
the superintendent is responsible for getting this done, but in
his view the superintendent <could delegate this to an
appropriate entity within a commttee.

8:37:49 AM

JIM POUND, Staff, Representative Ws Keller, Alaska State
Legislature, on behalf of one of the joint prinme sponsors,
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agreed that nost districts operate from their superintendent or

school admnistrator who provide the curriculum He offered
that saying one individual wites the curriculumis |ike saying
one person wites a bill and that doesn't really happen.

Instead, it is a delegated authority, he said.

8:38: 28 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON stated his interest is for the structure
of the bill to parallel the current process. Currently, |oca
school boards control curriculum but the bill elevates that
specific charge to a school chief admnistrator who will devel op
the curriculum segnent and submt it to the school board for
approval . He asked whether the sponsor w il consider another

process, such as the school board approving what the chief
adm ni strator has developed instead of requiring the |ocal
district as the school board to develop the curriculum for the
school. He pointed out the |anguage in the bill doesn't seemto
paral l el the current process.

8:39: 36 AM

CHAI R KELLER, speaking as sponsor of HB 30, said it is not his
intent to develop a new process for this bill. Wiile it states
the "chief school adm nistrator shall develop” it also adds "and
subnmit to the governing body of a school district for approval a
syllabus for a curriculum segnent in the history of Anerican
constitutionalism ...." The pattern exists, he offered, and he
believes it's appropriate to place the responsibility on the on
t he superintendent, but he would consider a suggested change to
t he | anguage.

8:40: 25 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND said she was a little confused since
Section 3 of the sponsor's nenorandum [of January 21, 2015
provides a sectional analysis for HB 30] and reads, "Local

school districts will establish a one senester course and fina

exam that represents one-half credit during the senior year of
hi gh school ." She referred to page 2, line 15 of HB 30, [to
proposed Sec. 14.14.095], that refers throughout to a curricul um
segnent and the course. She referred to page 2, |line 26, which
read, "the course in which a curriculum segnent described in (a)
of this section is contained.” Thus, the neno does not appear
to represent the language in HB 30 in its current form She
rel ated her understanding that the sponsor's intent is to sinply
add to the existing history curriculum that the school districts
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are already presenting, but it would not add a one senester
cour se.

MR. POUND answered that it was an error on his part and the
| anguage has been deleted from new sectional. He acknow edged
that nenbers did not yet have the new sectional analysis, but
the | anguage relating to the senior year has been del et ed.

CHAIR KELLER appreciated his staff taking responsibility;
however, he characterized this bill as being "a perfect bill"
since it has been previously vetted. He remarked that the
paperwork just hasn't kept up with the vetting.

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND wanted to be sure the nmenb is not part
of the record. She related her wunderstanding that that the
sponsor's bill recommends a curriculum segnent related to the
hi story of the country as part of the curricul um

CHAIR KELLER responded that the sectional analysis wll be
updated to match the | anguage in the bill.

8:43:16 AM

REPRESENTATI VE DRUMMOND referred to line page 2, line [16-17],
whi ch read, "the chief school adm nistrator of a school district

shall develop and submit to the governing body of a school
district for approval a syllabus for a curriculum segnment in the
hi story of Anmerican constitutionalism ...." She asked for
further clarification on what will happen if the governing body

chooses not to approve it.

CHAI R KELLER remarked that the bill doesn't get to that |evel.
He assuned | ocal school district would work it out. He did not
think this introduces confusion. He agreed that if the syllabus
wasn't approved there wll be trouble under subsection (b),
since the district can't issue a diploma unless the district can
establishing that the requirenent has been net. He offered that
the school district will |ikely be notivated to go through the
process required to get the approval.

8:44:46 AM

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD stated that she had a couple questions
on the resolution, but she had issues with the audio. She said
she is listening to the hearing.

8:45: 06 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON referred to page 2, line 19, which read
"An approved syllabus nust ensure a student's understanding of

the history of American constitutionalism....” On page 2, line
27-28, reads, "A school district may not grant a waiver of this
requirenment." He was trying to understand how these
requirenents will be met wthout requiring an assessnent. He

recalled the sponsor indicating each school district did not
need to grant a waiver because there isn't any requirenent for a
test. He surmsed that that teachers ensure students understand
the history by using the syllabus; however, he also recognized
that this provision adds a "high stakes" graduation requirenent
that cannot be waived. He envisioned a district would provide a
one week or other segnment of the aforenentioned curriculum
verify that all students attended the class, and thereby satisfy
the criteria and be eligible for graduation. He said the
paraneters seemto be sonewhat in conflict.

CHAI R KELLER answered that the syllabus outlines the course. He

said, the language will "ensure a student's understanding of the
history" is witten from a perspective of a teacher. He
envi sioned that teachers will give an initial oral or witten
test, use lesson plans, and test students to determne if the
teacher has been successful or not. He referred to page 2, line

26, to the standard for the district, which requires successfu
conpletion of the course. He offered his belief the |anguage in
HB 30 is clear, but was open to considering |anguage that would
further clarify the bill.

8:48:58 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether the syllabus is required to
ensure that the student has had access to material for that
portion of the course. Since districts cannot grant waivers, it
means that students must successfully conplete or attend the
course but won't be required to denonstrate any particular
know edge related to the syll abus.

CHAIR KELLER replied that he couldn't imagine any caring teacher
wanting to [pass students who don't understand the material] but
it's possible in any program to fill out fornms or reports to
slide through requirements in state l|aw, however, he is
operating under the presunption that teachers, students, and
parents, in good faith, want [Anmerican constitutionalisn] to be
taught in Al aska's schools. He said he is not concerned that a
district mght just "check a box" that the student attended the
cl ass every day, but of course, it is possible.
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8:50:18 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expressed concern, in part, due to the
nunber of special education students. Since HB 30 has an
explicit provision that districts cannot grant waivers to this
section, he wanted to ensure that the sponsor's intention is

that all students nust denonstrate a certain |evel of
understanding of the material, including special education
students and English [as a second] |anguage students. He

understood the sponsor's intent is to allow districts the
latitude to determ ne how students denonstrate conpletion of a
course, which is acceptable within the paraneters of this bill.
CHAI R KELLER said that is the way he understands it.

REPRESENTATI VE REI NBOLD, in response to a question, said she did
not have any questions.

8:51: 37 AM
CHAI R KELLER opened public testinony on HB 30.
8:52:13 AM

STUART THOWPSON read his testinony, as follows [origina
punct uation provided]:

Greetings to the Chairman and all nenbers of the House

Education Conmttee. | speak for nyself, a District 8
citizen, for passage of HB 30 Constitutional Hi story
Curriculum | pray for conmttee conpassion. Despite
hours of struggle, ny prepared testinony still lasts 3
and a half mnutes. Hearing Chairman, my | still

testify? Thank you. Start of ny testinony.
8:52: 47 AM

MR, THOWPSON continued reading his witten testinony, as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

It’s a well known concept that know edge enables
conpet ent change and problem solving. It follows that
chronic state and national problens, or propaganda-
driven solutions that rebound with grosser problens,
or no verifiable/satisfactory results from using
public noney, all expose poor or no educati on.
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|’ve followed the debate on Rep. Wes Keller’s bill for
sone years. Educational special interests claim that
necessary <civic education is provided in segnments
within a couple senesters of social studies. Further,
t hey say, an educational mandate would generate extra
| abor Alaska can ill-afford. These rationalizations
for continuing inadequate citizen education nmake nme
want to puke. Here’'s a sinple el aboration.

Contrary to the propagandized portrayal of Anerica
having governnent of, for and by the people, what
actually gets conducted now is benevolent elected
aristocracy (governnent by an elite). This is well
revealed by the chronic wvulnerability of American
politicians to |obbyists and canpaign donation
bl ackmail — typical of highly centralized forns of
government. Naturally, politicians think it’s best to
make the hard decisions, as elected agents or
officials, on behalf of everyone. This political
definition of “represent” is supported by being in
nodern col | ege-1evel dictionaries.

8:54:12 AM

MR. THOVWPSON continued reading his witten testinony, as follows
[original punctuation provided]:

But there Ilies the problem This definition of
“represent” isn’'t the one that was used by US founding
f at her s! Nor does it align W th the Al aska
Constitution’s Article | sections 1 & 2! The proof is
sinmple. There were no English dictionaries available
to people in Anmerica's formative years. Educated
peopl e then were also conversant with Latin and G eek.
Therefore, their wunderstanding of English words for
use in inmportant witings arose from the Latin or
G eek derivations of those words. So what is the true
meani ng of “represent” on that basis? It is to “show
or put forth again”. |If you represent people that way,
politicians are supposed to relay the fruits of their
constituent’s mnds. That neans elected officials are
duty-bound to actually lead their constituents so they
supply an organi zed body of conprehensive viewpoints
for legislative wuse. That also neans a political
| eader has to handl e constituent |aziness or ignorance
or immaturity so he can represent sonething.
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8:55:19 AM

MR. THOWPSON continued reading his witten testinony, as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

Let me note here that elected officialdom is our
country’s only major profession that doesn’'t conpel
continuing education. The pride in this is so arrogant
that about 10 years ago | was refused even a hearing
before the House Rules Conmmttee about maki ng
| egi slator continuing education about governnment a
legislative rule. This is despite existing Legislative
Rul es that legitim ze doing so.

Not knowi ng true representative governnent nethodol ogy
wel | —easily a consequence of not understanding the
basic word underlying all of our political heritage—
makes politicians and citizens alike reach for the

met hodol ogies of other fornms of governnent. For
exanpl e, how nost elected officials now treat
consti tuent concer ns, and how constituents now
approach elected officials, is quite simlar to the

political relationship of nobles & peasants in the
M ddl e Ages. Research the word assizes—+the town hall
neeti ng/ public hearing of that era.

8:56: 18 AM

MR. THOWPSON continued reading his witten testinony, as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

Pass HB 30. Let’s give our youth a start at |earning
the true philosophy and nethods of self-governnent—
whi ch channels organized |iberty with true justice in
the pursuit of happiness.

Thanks for your attention. By the way, M. Chairnman

after all other citizens have had their say, wll you
give nme special permssion to speak for another
mnute? | would |like to sinply state what is arguably

the nost fundanental principle of governnent known to
hi story—that is apparently not being taught. This
omssion is arguably hurting Al askans and their
t eachers.
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Al aska Constitution Article 7's prohibition against
sectarian control of education should conpel your
interest in the fact that the following principle is
not directly taught in Al askan schools — evidenced by
citizen and governnent conduct.

Al types of government fall sonewhere on a spectrum
as follows: 1) Governnent of the people (exanples:
di ctat orshi ps, nonarchies, and theocracies, shading to
elite oligarchies/aristocracies); 2) CGovernnent of and
for the people (exanples: benevolent ruler-ships like
nobi lity-counsel ed or parlianentary-backed nonarchi es,
shading to elected aristocracies that honor Rule of
Law); and 3) Governnent of, for, and by the people
(exanpl es: r eal constitutional republics and
parliamentary denocracies, shading to ethics-driven
denocraci es and anarchies). You can judge the type of
government being used by the types of devices that get
utilized to rule, the attitude towards ~citizen
potential (i.e. Cbama’s “people are too small m nded
to govern thenselves” versus Thomas Jefferson’s
convictions), and how nuch a governnent harvests the
fruits of people’s mnds to govern.

8:56:32 AM

MR. THOWPSON continued reading his witten testinony, as
follows [original punctuation provided]:

Thanks again for your attention. | shall [|eave you
with something to think about for the rest of your
| egislative careers. Consider. The volunme of true
citizen participation in governnment of, for, and by
the People is probably the nobst reliable test for
public education effectiveness that could ever be.
Good luck on your deliberations.

8:57:42 AM

BOB BIRD conplinmented M. Thonpson on his testinony. He
provi ded his background, stating he has taught 41 years in the
public schools and holds a Master's degree in history. Although
he is sem-retired, but still teaches constitutional law to
seniors at N kiski H gh School. He also does honeschool
tutoring in his sem-retirenent. He said he was twice a
candidate for the U S. Senate and was endorsed by Ron Paul. He
stated that he exercises the great books nethod of teaching
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government, noting the course is required course in the Kenai
Peni nsul a Borough School District. He enphasized that his
students reads the entire Declaration of I|ndependence, the Bill
of Rights, and the Constitution word for word. He has been
taking this approach to teaching since 1986, but he w shes he
had always done so since it is only when reviewng the
docunents, including the federalist and the antifederali st
papers that one is able to gain a full understanding of what is
goi ng w ong. He has held discussions with |egislators about
Constitutional questions and on many other issues. It occurred
to him that every l|legislator should have a refresher course on
the Constitution, which is what he thinks M. Thonpson was
al luding to, he said.

8:59: 58 AM

MR BIRD said he sent an attachnment that illustrate typical
responses students make after taking a full senester of his
cour ses. He hoped the conmittee could put those comments into
the record or nenbers wll read them since it shows 12th
graders are perfectly capable of understanding that the country
is in a terrible constitutional ness. He praised the bill, but

offered caution since federalist and antifederalist papers are
absolutely essential to properly teach the Constitution, but it
is largely inconprehensible to nost adults, let alone students.
He said he has to translate the Declaration of |ndependence due
to the |l anguage style as well as the federalist papers.

MR. BIRD highlighted one problem with the bill is it my allow
boi |l erpl ate constitutional textbooks to fulfill the requirenent.
For exanple, he just received a glossy package that asked
whet her or not there should be a bal anced budget anmendnent. The
i beral Denocrats said no and the conservative Republicans said
there should and the packet provided argunents. It asked
students to analyze the argunents and nake up their own m nd;
however, they m ssed that there already is a balanced budget

anendnent, the Tenth Anmendnent. He said, "I tell ny students
there is no need for a balanced budget anendnent since we've
al ready got one. If we nmade another one are we going to

guarantee that's going to be obeyed when there already is one?"
He characterized that as a typical exanple of how textbooks
generally don't get it.

9:02: 15 AM

MR BIRD rejected the idea that the Constitution is a living
docunent, and if so, it is essentially dead. Further the
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Constitution takes sides, it does demand, it does require a
strict construction, which in nost textbooks is seen as sinply
anot her opinion worthy of considering. He enphasized the only
t ext book that should be required is The Politically Incorrect
Quide to the Constitution by Kevin Gutzman. He acknow edged t hat
the legislature probably isn't going to force feed textbooks,
but he maintained that is the only way to really understand the
Constitution. He w shed nenbers well wth the bill, but
cautioned that if it doesn't take the care to show that the
federalist and anti-federalist papers should be part of the
curriculum it wll probably just becone nothing but "fluff
stuff" when it gets down to each individual school district.

9:03: 43 AM

CHAI R KELLER offered that M. Bird captured his intent and he
heard the caution. He offered his belief that one good part of
the bill is the use of "isnm as in "Anerican constitutionalisni
which stenms from a book that i npressed him Aneri can
Constitutionalism Heard Round the Wrld, [1776-1989: A d obal
Perspective by George Billias], that inplies the values need to
be | ooked at and refreshed. He did not anticipate this bill
will force ends in of itself. Any good results, if this passes,
will conme from good faith efforts |ike teachers, such as M.
Bird, who will keep expanding on the val ues. He asked for his
expertise on what the nost inpressive "ism value" revealed in a
review of the Declaration of |Independence.

MR. BIRD answered that he shows students that God is recognized
in our founding docunent. He characterized the separation of
church and state as nonsense, which is nmeant to nmean we have a
separation of state and God, which is nonsense since God is
menti oned four tines. He is recognized as |awgiver, creator,
provi der, and judge. However the U. S. Suprene Court wants to
ram their opinions down Anerican's throats, the court can't
escape that aspect of the Declaration of Independence. Further,
bureaucracy is specifically cited in the Declaration of
| ndependence as is inplied jury nullification. He interpreted
the phrase " ... and sent hither swarns of Oficers to harass
our people and eat out their substance,” to represent what the
federal governnent has becone. He offered his belief that in
1776, our founders created firewalls that have since been
destroyed, but people are starting to wake up to it now. He
said his characterization of the Declaration is to nention that
natural law is cited in the first breath, God is asked to judge
the righteousness of the Anmerican cause and they were not afraid
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to call upon his name so the idea of expunging any nention of
God in public venues is nonsense.

CHAI R KELLER t hanked M. Bird.
9:07: 28 AM

CHRI STINE HUTCH SON stated that although she is actively
involved in a group, she is testifying today on behalf of
hersel f. She gave a brief personal history, noting she has a
degree in education and previously taught social studies. She
agreed with M. Thonpson and M. Bird' s testinony. She has
previously testified on this issue and she wll continue to
testify on this issue because it is extrenely inportant. She
acknowl edged she has not paid sufficient attention to this
i ssue, but she now realizes the grievous |ack of know edge
students have of the process [of governnment] in Alaska to
Washi ngton D.C. She related her understanding that the
| egi slature wants to hear fromthe public, but to do so requires
an understanding of the process, the policies, and the
procedures to. Again, she favored what these gentlenen have
sai d today. She hoped the conmttee would pass [HB 30] in its
entirety. As she goes through her day, she asks young people if
they are registered to vote. Mire tines than not, students wll
respond that they graduated from N kiski H gh School, that Bob
Bird was their teacher, and that is why they are registered to
vot e. She noted she has asked a student who didn't graduate
from N kiski H gh School who wasn't registered to vote and
al though that doesn't nean there is disparity in education, she
enphasi zed the inportance of getting young people involved, to
hel p them understand how the Constitution works and get them out

to vote. She expressed concern that the country is losing
ground from her generation and her parent's generation. She
said this information is all found in the Constitution. She

expressed her gratitude for M. Thonmpson and M. Bird's
testinmony. She hopes this will flow through the commttee, that

she understands the bill nmay encounter roadblocks in the Senate.
She enphasi zed that she will be back, that this is not an option
or choice, and that this nust to be done. She thanked Chair

Kell er for sponsoring HB 30. She acknow edged that this issue
may need to be heard again next year and this is a process so it
may not get fixed wth one bill. She thanked the commttee for
their consideration and urged them to have a positive vote on
the bill.

9:11: 28 AM
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BARBARA HANEY stated that she taught a political econony course
at University of Alaska Fairbanks. She stressed the inportance
of this bill. She was sonewhat anmused by the chief
adm ni strator devel oping the curricul um She asked whether the
Mayf | ower Conpact could be added to the |list of docunents since
it was the first freedom docunent witten on North Anmerican
soil. The history behind the docunent of people com ng out of a
storm establishing a governnment and rules of conduct should
i npress upon students that even the l|ack of an overreaching
structure doesn't give them an excuse to act in an absurd way.
She said that there are certain rules and standards of conduct
t hat peopl e have historically used, even w thout government.

9:14: 20 AM

MR. THOWPSON concluded his earlier testinony, by stating that
Al aska Constitution, Article VIl prohibition against sectarian
control of education should conpel the comittee's interest
since the followng principle is not directly taught in Al aska's
schools, which is evidenced by citizen and governnment conduct.
Al types of governnent fall somewhere on the spectrum of one,
governnment of the people, including dictatorships, nonarchies,
and theocracies; two, governnment of and for the people,
i ncl udi ng benevolent ruler-ships, such as nobility councils or
parl i ament ary- backed nonarchies; and three, governnment of, for,
and by the people, such as real constitutional republics and
parliamentary denocracies. He said that the type of governnent
being used can be judged by the types of devices used to rule.
The attitude toward citizen potential ranges from the attitude
of phama's people who are too small mnded to govern thensel ves
to Thomas Jefferson's convictions and how nuch a governnent
harvests the fruits of people's mnds to govern. He asked
menbers to consider the volune of true citizen participation in
government of, for, and by the people, which is probably the
nost reliable test of public education's effectiveness.

9:16: 18 AM

CHAI R KELLER, after first determining no one wished to testify,
cl osed public testinmony on HB 30.

The commttee took a brief at-ease.
9:17: 00 AM

REPRESENTATI VE COLVER sai d al though he supports the intent of HB
30, he would like to work with the sponsor on inplenenting the
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curriculum in the schools wthout requiring students to need
additional <credits for graduation. For exanple, perhaps
| anguage could be incorporated to have the curriculum segnent
apply to the US.  history «credit wthout adding another
requi rement for graduation. He expressed concern that that the
current |anguage mght result in districts dropping course work
or needing additional staff. | nstead, he hoped to incorporate
this inportant subject matter as part of the U S history credit
already required as part of the curriculum He suggested if any
t ext books are required that they could be phased in to avoid
additional costs to districts.

9:18: 57 AM

CHAI R KELLER asked whether he has any specific amendnment. He
suggested that sonme of these issues were discussed in conmttee
and have been vetted. He suggested a review of mnutes may
satisfy him

9: 20: 00 AM

CHAIR KELLER, in response to Representative Colver, offered to
set the bill aside. He asked Representative Colver to review
the mnutes. He hoped to bring the back for quick action.

9:20:29 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON pointed out the committee has not yet
di scussed the bill. He said at this point he is unconfortable
with the bill as well as previous versions that have cone before
the commttee in prior legislatures. Furt her, he was
unconfortable with sone of testinony today that suggested ideas
in previous docunments should override the Constitution. He
stated that the Constitution was an agreenent reached anong nany
parties. It is a structured docunent, so by reaching back to
ideas contained in the papers such as Declaration of
| ndependence and the federalist papers indicating they should be
controlling, seens to reject the 1idea of a constitution
entirely. Although he didn't wish to debate with testifiers, he
suggested the committee nust consider what is being asked in the
bill. For exanple, the bill doesn't pertain to civics or
studying the Constitution. Instead, the bill speaks to teaching
the values held by the people that existed at the time the
Constitution was created.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said adopting the Constitution was a
conprom se, but the final docunent also allowed slavery and did
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not allow wonen the right to vote. The bill also includes state
constitutions, and nmany did not allow married wonen to own
property in their nanmes, counted Anerican Indians as no persons
in the census - they were counted as zero, as well as counting
anyone else other than white nmen and wonen as a 3/4 person.
Certainly many occurrences in world that [commttee nenbers]
strongly object to are present in our own history during its
formation and in the values held by the people. Since then, the
Constitution has been changed through anendnments, including
suffrage, and other rights were granted.

9:22:55 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expressed concern that the Constitution
woul d not be studied and that is the docunment that was crafted
and agreed to by the people of the United States. I nstead, HB
30 would adopt the values of the people who negotiated the
Constitution as being the controlling values. Views of the
federalists or the antifederalist papers could be picked. He
objected to the idea that under the bill the Constitution isn't
what is inportant, but rather the values expressed by sone of
t he founders woul d be accel erat ed.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said that other than concerns about the

structure of the bill, he has concerns about the actual
i mpl enentation of HB 30, including that values the United States
no |onger espouses would be taught. He concluded by saying he
is not in favor of noving the bill. He suggested that perhaps

some things could be outlined but he is unconfortable teaching
val ues not incorporated into the Constitution and the anmendnents
adopted | ater. O herwise, the bill would require teaching the
Constitution, he said.

9:25: 05 AM

CHAIR KELLER offered the intent of the bill is to examne
constitutionalism and the values at the tinme when the
Constitution was forned. He further said the aforenentioned
itens that Representative Seaton raised could be allowable and
included in the proposed curriculum segnent. He suggested that
there is a huge value in [adding the curriculum segnment]. One
alternative would be the outcome that HB 30 will not consider

the values that were present and incorporated into the founding
docunents for fear that sone of the values would be shut out.
He said, "I can't go there. But that's okay. That's a matter of
debate.” The bill will be set aside and the stage is set for
comm ttee discussion, he said.
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[ HB 30 was hel d over. ]
9:27: 33 AM
ADJ OURNMENT

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House
Education Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 9:27 a.m
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