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HOUSE BILL NO 1
"An Act declaring the Arctic policy of the state.™

- MOVED CSHB 1(EDA) OUT OF COMM TTEE
OVERVI EW  ALASKA ARCTI C POLI CY COMM SSI ON
- HEARD
PREVI OUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 1

SHORT TITLE: STATE ARCTI C POLI CY
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) HERRON

01/ 21/ 15 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 9/ 15

01/ 21/ 15 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 21/ 15 (H EDA, STA

01/ 27/ 15 (H EDA AT 10:15 AM BARNES 124

01/ 27/ 15 (H) Heard & Hel d

01/ 27/ 15 (H M NUTE( EDA)
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02/ 05/ 15 (H EDA AT 11: 30 AM BARNES 124
W TNESS REG STER

ROB EARL, Staff

Represent ati ve Bob Herron

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented the commttee substitute (CS) for
HB 1 on behal f of Representative Herron, sponsor.

NI LS ANDREASSEN, Executive Director

Institute of the North;

Comm ssi oner, Al aska Arctic Policy Conm ssion

Anchor age, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Speaking as a conm ssioner on the Al aska
Arctic Policy Comm ssion representing international Arctic
organi zati ons, provided coments.

JAY BUTLER MD, Chief Medical Oficer

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided a comment during the presentation
on the Alaska Arctic Policy Commssion Final Report and
| mpl ement ati on Pl an.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

11: 30: 47 AM

CHAI R BOB HERRON cal l ed the House Special Committee on Economc
Devel opnent, Tourism and Arctic Policy neeting to order at
11:30 a.m Representatives Johnson, Wol, Stutes, Otiz, and
Heron were present at the call to order. Representative Tilton
arrived as the neeting was in progress. Representati ve
GQuttenberg was al so present.

HB  1- STATE ARCTI C POLI CY

11:31:24 AM

CHAI R HERRON announced that the first order of business woul d be
HOUSE BILL NO 1, "An Act declaring the Arctic policy of the
state."

11: 32: 18 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE STUTES nobved to adopt the proposed comittee
substitute (CS) for HB 1, |abeled 29-LS0013\P, Nauman, 2/3/15
as the working docunent.

11: 32: 46 AM

CHAI R HERRON objected for the purpose of discussion. He noted
that sonme of the changes in the CS are grammatical, and asked
M. Earl to review the significant changes.

11: 33: 43 AM

ROB EARL, Staff, Representative Bob Herron, Alaska State
Legislature, directed attention to section 1 on page 2, lines
[ 10-14], which read:

the United States, other nations, and international

bodies, including the Arctic Council, are rapidly
developing Arctic strategies and policies, and
therefore it is essential that both the state and the
nation communi cat e t he reality, ri chness, and

responsibility that conmes with being in the Arctic,
i ncluding conmmunicating the need to provide safety,
security, and prosperity to the region;

MR. EARL said [section 1, paragraph (7)] was del eted. On page

3, lines 6-7, to section 1, subparagraph (D), the follow ng was
added:

and adapt to the <challenges of <coastal erosion,
permafrost nmelt, and ocean acidification;

MR. EARL continued to page 3, line 11, and said to section 1 the
fol |l owi ng subparagraph (F) was added:

mai ntain a strong, sustainable fisheries industry and
i ncrease fisheries research and nonitoring;

MR. EARL continued to page 3, lines [24]-26, which read:
(D) strengthen support for and collaboration wth
Arctic Council Pernmanent Participant organizations

t hat i nclude indigenous peoples of the state;

MR. EARL explained that the foregoing |anguage "refers to the
per manent participants with Al askan nenbers.™
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11: 35: 03 AM

CHAI R HERRON r enoved hi s objecti on.
[Before the commttee was Version P.]

11: 35: 32 AM

CHAIR HERRON opened public testinony on HB 1. After
ascertaining no one wshed to testify, public testinony was
cl osed.

11: 36: 43 AM

REPRESENTATI VE STUTES nobved to report CSHB 1, Version 29-
LSO013\ P, Nauman, 2/3/15, out of commttee wth individual
recommendations and the acconpanying four zero fiscal notes.
Wt hout objection, CSHB 1(EDA) was noved from the House Specia
Comm ttee on Econom c Devel opnent, Tourism and Arctic Policy.

11:37: 21 AM

The conmmttee took an at ease from11:37 a.m to 11:40 a. m

OVERVI EW  ALASKA ARCTI C PCLI CY COWM SSI ON

11:40: 21 AM

CHAI R HERRON announced that the final order of business would be
an overview of the Alaska Arctic Policy Comm ssion (AAPC) Fina
Report and | nplenmentation Plan. He directed attention to the
AAPC final report, pointing out the opening letter is a foreword
from the co-chairs of the comm ssion, which provides background
information and explains that Alaskans have a "people-first
approach” to many initiatives and policies. This view is an
i mportant vision for Alaskans. The report introduction contains
a strong conversation about the Ilegislature's position in
di scussions related to Arctic policy; although other branches of
government have inportant roles, "the legislature as the purse
string-holders and as people that make the laws for the citizens
of Al aska and, of course, develop policy," should know what it
neans to be an Arctic resident. He stressed that the
| egi sl ature should "think Arctic.” The report also provides
informati on on the nmenbers of AAPC, who were chosen due to their
experti se. Chair Herron turned to the Inplenentation Plan, and
explained that 1is a set of initiatives, proj ect s, and
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recommendations to guide the legislature, the executive branch
and the federal governnent. He observed the AAPC report is
i nportant because recent events have indicated that others "want
to dictate to us what's best for us."

11:43: 41 AM

NI LS ANDREASSEN, Executive Director, Institute of the North;
Comm ssioner, Alaska Arctic Policy Commssion, informed the
committee he served as a conmi ssioner on the AAPC representing
i nternational or gani zati ons. M . Andr eassen said the
| mpl ementation Plan is very different from the policy. The

policy consists of high level principles; the Inplenmentation
Plan provides a suite of options for state policy makers, the
executive branch, and others. It is not directive, but suggests
what AAPC feels are inportant recomendati ons to advance state
policy. Strategic recommendations are sorted into the follow ng
four lines of effort to support and strengthen the policy:
pronmoting economc and resource developnent; addressing the
response capacity gap; supporting heal t hy communi ti es;
strengtheni ng science and research. Wthin each line of effort
are further recomendations that are direct. M. Andreassen
hi ghl i ghted the foll ow ng:

e Wthin strategic line of effort nunber 1 - The state wll
pronote economc and resource developnent by continued
support for oil and gas devel opnent, mneral exploration
and devel opnent, maritine and fisheries activities, and
exporting know edge in mcrogrid depl oynent.

e Wthin strategic line of effort nunber 2 - the state wll
address the response capacity gap in Alaska's Arctic by
sufficient response capacity in place to respond to search

and rescue, natural disasters, and oil spills; inproving
mappi ng, charting, and bathynetry; better public and
private investnment in search and rescue, oi | spill

response, and energency response infrastructure ranging
from ships to ports, conmunications, and technology;
preparation by the Alaska Spill Prevention and Response
program Department of Environnental Conservation (DEC).

11:50: 01 AM

CHAIR HERRON, in regard to recommendati on 2E, suggested inviting
the U S. Coast CGuard to provide testinony related to the Arctic

Council Agreenent on Cooperation on Marine QI Pollution
Preparedness and Response in the Arctic before certain
| egi slative comm ttees. Returning to strategic line of effort
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1, he said reconmendation 1B calls for the devel opnent of a
mechani sm for resource production-related revenue sharing to
inpacted districts, thus relevant testinony to the House
Community and Regional Affairs Standing Committee would be to
consider options on how offshore revenue sharing benefits
affected comunities. Also in strategic line of effort nunber
1, recommendation 1F relates to topics of the House Special
Conmittee on Fisheries; the aforenentioned three recommendations
are exanples as to "how other |egislators can get involved."

MR. ANDREASSEN continued to strategic line of effort nunber 3 -
the state will support healthy conmunities by delivery of water
and sanitation; reduce power costs; public education and
outreach on natural resource nmanagenent; workforce devel opnment.
Strategic line of effort number 4 - the state will strengthen
Al aska's Arctic science and research by |everaging response to
the state's interest by University of Alaska (UA) research in
the Arctic; data integration and baseline data collection;

support resource developnment and response capacity. M.
Andr eassen noted each strategic line of effort is structured in
a simlar manner. On page 8 of the report was a recommendati on
to create a conmttee on Arctic issues in each house of the
| egi sl ature. Page 9 provided additional narrative in order to
"scope out" strategic line of effort nunber 1. On page 10

begins the text of recommendation 1A entitled, "Facilitate the
devel opnent of Arctic port systems in the Bering Strait region

to support export and regional devel opnent.” He advi sed that
these are potential recommendations that policymkers and others
can adjust and expand. Also in recomendation 1A: the

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&F) was
identified as the lead state agency to study an Arctic port
system the reasons an Arctic port system is needed; the
resources needed; a description of +the execution of the
recommendation; |egislative actions needed; and an eval uation of
t he reconmendati on. Each strategic line of effort follows the
af orenenti oned format and provides a robust approach to proceed.
Speaking from his experience, M. Andreassen said AAPC has
advanced further than other Arctic nations in the clarity of its
| mpl ement ati on Pl an. He noted there are 35 recomendati ons and
pointed out that a nunber of the recomendati ons are process-

oriented and do not depend entirely on state funding. M.
Andreassen concluded that the Inplenentation Plan contains a
significant list of recommendations, not to be taken "all in one
bite."

CHAI R HERRON asked for an opinion from the Departnment of Health
and Social Services on reconmendati on 3F which read:
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Enforce neasures that protect and help further
understandi ng of food security in Arctic peoples and
comunities.

12: 00: 15 PM

JAY BUTLER MD, Chi ef Medi cal Oficer, Ofice of t he
Commi ssioner, Departnent of Health and Social Services (DHSS),
addressed the inportance of food security in Arctic Al aska,

especially for those living off of the road system Many
Al askans |live by a subsistence lifestyle thus hunting and
fishing is required to provide a good source of protein and
m cronutrients. He pointed out that the Al aska Departnent of

Fish & Gane (ADF&5) is the |ead agency on recomendation 3F and
he could not speak for ADF&G however, DHSS recogni zes that the
concept of maintaining food security is as inportant as that of
food safety, if not nore.

CHAIR HERRON stated that the AAPC I|nplenentation Plan has "nmany
| ayers;" for exanple, food security pronotes a healthy
lifestyle.

12:03:12 PM

ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Special Committee on Econom c Devel opnent, Tourism and Arctic
Policy neeting was adjourned at 12:03 p. m
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